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I  F  E 

SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  LL.D.^^^ 

COMPREHENDING 

AN     ACCOUNT      OF      HIS     STUDIES 

AND    NUMEROUS    WORKS, 

IN     CHRONOLOGICAL     ORDER; 

A  SERIES    OF    HIS   EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCE 
AND  CONVERSATIONS   WITH    MANY  EMINENT  PERSONS; 

AND 

VARIOUS  ORIGINAL  PIECES  OF  HIS  COMPOSITION, 

NEVER     BEFORE      PUBLISHED. 

THE  WHOLE   EXHIBITING    A  VIEW  OF  UTERATURE  AND  LITERARY  MEN 

IN  GREAT-BRITAIN,  FOR  NEAR  HALF    A    CENTURY, 

DURING   WHICH   HE   FLOURISHED. 

IN      TWO      VOLUMES. 

By    JAMES      BO  SWELL,     Es(2. 

J^tfS//  Ut   OMNIS 


V^iva  paitai  veluti  defcripta  tubeJla 

Vita  senis.— —  Horat. 


VOLUME      THE      FIRST. 
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DEDICATION. 

T   O 

Sir   JOSHUA    REYNOLDS. 

MY  DEAR  SIR, 

EVERY  liberal  motive  that  can  aftuatc  an  Authour 
in  the  dedication  of  his  labours,  concurs  in 
direfting  me  to  you,  as  the  perfon  to  whom  the  fol- 
lowing work  Ihould  be  infcribed. 

If  there  be  a  pleafure  in  celebrating  the  diftinguifhed 
merit  of  a  contemporary,  mixed  with  a  certain  degree 
of  vanity  not  altogether  inexcufable,  in  appearing 
fully  fenfible  of  it,  where  can  I  find  one  in  compli- 
menting whom  I  can  with  more  general  approbation 
gratify  thofe  feelings?  Your  excellence,  not  only  in 
the   Art  over  which  you   have  long  prefided  with 
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unrivalled  fame,  but  alfb  in  Philofophy  and  elegant 
Literature,  is  well  known  to  the  prefent,  and  will 
cpitinue  to  be  the  admiratiph  of  future  ages.  Your 
equal  and  placid  temper,  your  variety  of  conver- 
fation,  your  true  politenefs,  by  which  you  are  fo 
amiable  in  private  fociety,  and  that  enlarged  ho^itality 
which  has  long  made  your  houfe  a  common  centre  of 
union  for  the  great,  the  accompliftied,  the  learned, 
and  the  ingenious ;  all  thefe  qualities  I  can,  in  perfect 
confidence  of  not  being  accufed  of  flattery,  afcribe 
.  to  you. 

If  a  man  may  indulge  an  honeft  pride,  in  having  it 
known  to  the  world,  that  he  has  been  thought  worthy 
of  particular  attention  by  a  perfon  of  the  firft  eminence 
in  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  whofe  company  has  been 
univerfally  courted,  I  am  juftified  in  availing  myfelf 
of  the  ufual  privilege  of  a  Dedication,  when  I  mention 
that  there  has  been  a  long  and  uninterrupted  friendlhip 
between  us. 

If  gratitude  fhould  be  acknowledged  for  favours 
received,  I  have  this  opportunity,  my  dear  Sir,  moft 
fincerely  to  thank  you  for  the  many  happy  hours  which 
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I  owe  to  your  kindnefs — for  the  cordiality  with  which 
you  have  at  all  times  been  pleafed  to  welcome  me— 
for  the  number  of  valuable  acquaintances  to  whom 
you  have  introduced  me- — for  the  nodUs  cxnceque  Deum, 
which  I  have  enjoyed  under  your  roof. 

If  a  work  fhould  be  infcribed  to  one  who  is  matter 
of  the  fubjeft  of  it,  and  whofe  approbation,  therefore, 
muft  enfure  it  credit  and  fuccels,  the  Life  of  Dr. 
Johnfon  is,  with  the  greateft  propriety,  dedicated  to 
Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  who  was  the  intimate  and  beloved 
friend  of  that  great  man ;  the  frjend,  whom  he  declared 
to  be  "the  moft  invulnerable  man  he  knew;  with 
whom,  if  he  fliould  quarrel,  he  ftiould  find  the  moft 
difficulty  how  to  abufe."  You,  my  dear  Sir,  ftudied  him, 
and  knew  him  well :  you  venerated  and  admired  him. 
Yet,  luminous  as  he  was  upon  the  whole,  you  per- 
ceived all  the  ftiades  which  mingled  in  the  grand 
compofition,  all  the  little  peculiarities  and  flight  ble- 
miflies  which  marked  the  literary  Coloflus.  Your 
very  warm  commendation  of  the  fpecimen  which  I 
gave  in  my  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  of 
my  being  able  to  preferve  his  converfation  in  an 
authentick  and  lively  manner,  which  opinion  the 
4.  Publick 
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Publick  has  confirmed,  was  the  beft  encouragement 
for  me  to  perfevere  in  my  purpofe  of  producing  the 
whole  of  my  ftores. 

In  one  refpeO;  this  work  will  in  fome  paffages  be 
different  from  the  former.  In  my  "  Tour'*  I  was 
almoft  unboundedly  open  in  my  communications ;  and 
from  my  eagernefs  to  difplay  the  wonderful  fertility  and 
readiriefs  of  Johnfon*s  wit,  freely  fliewed  to  the  world 
its  dexterity,  even  when  I  was  myfelf  the  objed  of 
it.  I  trufted  that  I  Ihould  be  liberally  underftood,  as 
knowing  very  well  what  I  was  about,  and  by  no  means 
as  fimply  unconfcious  of  the  pointed  efFe^s  of  the 
fatirc.  I  own,  indeed,  that  I  was  arrogant  enough  to 
fuppofe  that  the  tenor  of  the  reft  of  the  book  would 
fufficicntly  guard  me  againft  fuch  a  ftrange  imputation. 
But  it  feems  I  judged  too  well  of  the  world ;  for, 
though  I  could  fcarcely  believe  it,  I  have  been 
undoubtedly  informed,  that  many  perfons,  efpecially 
in  diftant  quarters,  not  penetrating  enough  into 
Johnfon's  chara£ler  fo  as  to  underftand  his  mode  of 
treating  his  friends,  have  arraigned  my  judgement, 
inftead  of  feeing  that  I  was  fenfible  of  all  that,  they 
could  obferve. 
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It  is  related  of  the  great  Dr.  Clarke,  that  when  in 
one  of  his  leifure  hours  he  was  unbending  himfelf 
with  a  few  friends  in  the  molt  playful  and  frolickfome 
manner,  he  obferved  Beau  Nafli  approaching;  upon 
which  he  fuddenly  flopped: — "My  boys,  (faid  he,) 
let  us  be  grave :  here  comes  a  fool."  The  world,  my 
friend,  I  have  found  to  be  a  great  fool,  as  to  that 
particular,  on  which  it  has  become  neceffary  to  Ipeak 
very  plainly.  I  have,  therefore,  in  this^  work  been 
more  referved;  and  though  I  tell  nothing  but  the 
truth,  I  have  ftill  kept  in  my  mind  that  the  whole  truth 
is  not  always  to  be  expofed.  This,  however,  I  have 
managed  fo  as  to  occafion  no  diminution  of  the  pleafure 
which  my  book  Ihould  afford  ;  though  malignity  may 
fometimes  be  difappointed  of  its  gratifications. 

I  am, 

My  dear  Sir, 

* 

Your  much  obliged  friend. 
And  faithful  humble  fervant. 


Ap^w.  JAMES  BOSWELU 
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T  At  Iqft  deliver  to  the  world  a  Work  which  I  have  long  promijed,  and 
of  wbicb^  I  am  afraid^  too  high  expe3atlam  have  been  rai/ed. 
The  delay  of  its  publication  mufi  be  imputed^  in  a  cokfidenAle  degree^ 
to  the  extraordinary  zeal  which  has  been  Jbewn  by  di^ingui/bed  perjon^ 
in  all  quarters  to  Jupply  me  with  additional  information  concerning  its 
illu/lrious  SuIyeSl  i  refembling  in  this  the  grateful  tribes  of  ancient  nations^ 
of  which  every  individual  was  eager  to  throw  afione  upon  the  grave  of 
a  departed  Hero^  and  thus  to  Jhare  in  the  pious  office  of  ereSling  an 
honourable  monument  to  bis  memory. 

I'be  labour  and  anxious  attention  with  which  I  have  coUeBed  and 
arranged  the  materials  of  which  tbefe  volumes  are  compofed^  will  hardly 
he  conceived  by  tho/e  who  read  them  with  carelefs  facility.  Thejiretcb 
of  mind  and  prompt  ajjidmty  by  which  fo  many  converfations  were 
prejerved,  Imyfelf  at  fome  dijlance  of  time^  contemplate  with  wonder  i 
and  I  mujl  be  allowed  tofuggejl,  that  the  nature  of  the  work  in  other 
reJpeSts^  as  it  confjls  of  innumerable  detached  particulars^  all  which ^ 
even  the  mofi  minute^   I  have  Jpared  no  pains  to  afcertain  with  a 
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fcfUpulous  authenticity y    has  occqficned  a  degree  of  trouble  far  beyond^ 
that  of  any  other  Jpecies  of  compofition.     Were  I  to  detail  the  books 
which   I  han)e  confultedy    and  the  inquiries  which  I  have  found  it 
necejfary  to  make  by  various  channels ^    I  Jhould  probably  be  thought 
ridiculoujly  o/ientatious.     Let  me  only  objerue^   as  a  fpecimen  of  my 
trouble y  that  I  have  fometimes  had  to  run  half  over  London^,  in,  order 
to  fix  a  date  correSily ;  whicby  when  I  had  accomplijhed,  I  well  knew* 
would  obtain  me  no  praife^  though  a  failure  would  have  been  to  my 
difcredit.     And  after  all  perhaps y  bard  as  it  may  be^  I  Jhall  not  be 
furprized  if  onuffions  or  mijlakes  be  pointed  out  with  invidwur  feverity.. 
Ihaoe  alfo  been  eoctremefy  careful  as  to  the.exa^efs  of  my  quotations  y 
holding  that  there  is  a  reJpeSi  due  to  the  Publick  which  Jhould  oblige 
every  Authour  to  attend  to  this,  and  never  to  prefume  to  introduce  them- 
with — ^  I  think  I  have  read;" — cr,~-"  If  I  remember  right;"— r 
when  the  originals  may  be  examined^ 

I  beg  leave  to  exprejs  my  warmeji  thanks  to  tbofe  who  have  Been  pleafei 
to  favour  me  with  communications  and  advice  in  the  conduSl  of  my  Work.. 
But  I  cannot fiijiciently  acknowledge  myobligat^ns  to  my  friend  Mr.  Malone,. 
who  was  fo  good  as  to  allow  me  to  read  to  himalmafi  the  whole  of  my  manu^ 
fcripty  and  made  fuch  remarks  as  were  greatly  for  the  advantage  of  the 
Work }  though  it  is  but  fair  to  him  to  mention^  that  upon  many  occafions 
I  differed  from  him^  and  followed  my  own  judgement..  I  regret  exceed- 
ingly that  I  was  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  bis  revifion^  when  but  about 
one  half  of  the  book  had  pajfed  through  the  prefs ;  but  after  having 
completed  his  very  laborious  and  admirable  edition  of  Shakjpeare^  for 
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"soBicb  he  generoujly  would  accept  of  no  other  reward  but  that  fame  which 
be  has  Jo  dejervedfy  obtainedy  he  fulfilled  his  fromife  of  a  long^wijhed-for 
vifit  to  his  relations  in  Ireland  y  from  whence  his  fafe  return  finibus 
Atticis  is  dejired  by  his  friends  here^  with  all  the  clajfical  ardour  of  Sic 
te  Diva  potens  Cypri ;  for  there  is  no  man  in  whom  more  elegant  and 
worthy  qualities  are  urfftedi  and  whofe  Jociety  therefore  is  more  valued 
by  thofe  who  know  him. 

It  is  painful  to  me  to  think  y  that  while  I  was  carrying  on  this  TFori, 
Jeveral  of  thofe  to  whom  it  would  barae  been  moji  interejling  have  died. 
Such  melancholy  difappointments  we  know  to  be  incident  to  humanity ; 
but  we  do  not  feel  them  the  lefs.  Let  me  particularly  lament  the  Reverend 
Thomas  Warton;^  and  the  Reverend  Dr.  Adams.  Mr.  Warton^  amidji 
his  variety  of  genius  and  learnings  was  an  excellent  Biographer.  His 
contributions  to  my  ColleSlion  are  highly  ejlimable ;  and  as  he  had  a  true  relijh 
of  my  **  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  Itrujl  IJhould  now  have  been  gratified 
with  a  larger  Jhare  of  bis  kind  approbation.  Dr.  Adamsy  eminent  as  the 
Head  of  a  College ^  as  a  writer ^  and  as  a  moJi  amiable  man^  had  known 
Johnfon  from  his  early  years,  and  was  his  friend  through  life.  What 
reafon  I  had  to  hope  for  the  countenance  of  that  venerable  Gentleman  to 
this  Work^  will  appear  from  what  he  wrote  to  me  upon  a  former  occafion 
from  Oxford^  November  17, 1785 : — "  Dear  Sir,  I  hazard  this  letter,  not 
knowing  where  it  will  find  you,  to  thank  you  for  your  very  agreeable 
*  Tour,'  which  I  found  here  on  my  return  from  the  country,  and  in 
which  you  have  depidlcd  our  friend  fo  pcrfedUy  to  my  fancy,  in  eveiy 
attitude,  every  fcene  and  fituation,  that  I  have  thought  myfelf  in  the 
3.  company. 
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company^  and  of  the  party  almoft  throughout.  It  has  given  Y^ 
general  fatisfadion ;  and  thofe  who  have  found  moft  fault  with  a 
paflage  here  and  there>  have  agreed  that  they  could  not  help  going 
through,  and  being  entertained  through  the  whole.  I  wifli,  indeed, 
fon>e  few  grofs  expreilions  had  been  foftened,  and  a  few  of  our  hero's 
foibles  had  been  a  little  more  ihaded ;  but  it  i*  ufeful  to  ibe  the  weak* 
neffes  incident  to  great  minds ;  and  you  have  given  us  Dr.  Johnibn's 
authority  that  in  hiftory  all  ought  to  be  told/* 

Such  afanSiion  to  my  faculty  of  giving  djufi  reprefentation  of  Dn 
John/bn  I  could  not  conceal.  Nor  will  I  fupprefs  my  fatisfaSiion  in  the 
confcioufnefs,  that  by  recording  fo  confiderable  a  portion  of  the  wifdom  and 
wit  of  **  the  brighteft  ornament  of  the  eighteenth  century  */'  I  have 
largely  provided  for  the  injiru^ion  and  entertainment  of  mankind. 

London^  April  20,  1791^ 

*  See  Mr.  Malone's  Pfp&oe  to  his  oditim  of  Shakff«are. 
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Frencn,    their  manners  and  writings,    i.  542; 

ii.  26c,  464. 
Frederick  IIL  his lile  hj  Johnfon^  i.  i6g^ 
Friends  and  Friendlhip,  i.  84,  165-,  373;  ii.  f99» 

226,  289. 

departed,  i.  115;    ii,  132,  2399  3121 

3*5- 
Future  itate  of  man,  ii»  173,  22;,  4$o, 


G. 

GAMING,  i.  370;  ii*  j;j^» 

'  Ganganelli's  Letters,'  ii.  224. 

Gardiner,  Mrs.  iu  469. 

Garrick,  David,  anecdotes  of,  i.  44,  8,  90,  8, 

166,.  262,  314,  403;  ii#  35.207,8,211, 

386,  4c6. 
■  his  Shakfpeare- Jubilee,  i.  308. 

— —  Johnfon's  opinion  of  him,  u  215,  320, 

380.  401,464;  ii.  21,  61,;  70,  84,  1.63, 

210,  289,  J32,  7,  468, 
■■  ■        his  death,  ii*  280. 


Garrick,  Peter,  i.  4r7  5  ii.  34,  7>  306^ 
'■  Mrs.  ii.  386. 

Gaftrel,  Mrs.  ii,  39,  40,  306^ 
General  warranto,  i.  310. 
Gentility,  i.  268,  474. 
Gentleman,  Mr.  Francis,  i.  208. 
Gentleman's  Ma^axine,  i.  56,  &c. 
King  George  I.  i..  474. 

II.  i.  77,  8,  94,  474. 

III.   his  acceffion   and    ehara(f^er, 

i.  204;  ii.  319. 
■  ■    —  Johnfbn's interview  with,  i.  291. 

Ghofts,  i.  219,  363,  372;  ii.   190,  231,  294, 

384* 

fome  dories  as  to,  i.  371,4;  ii.  231, 

263. 
Gibbon,  Edward,  Efq,  i.  478,  488;  ii.  372 
■■  his  imitation  of  Johnfon's  ftylc,  ii 

Gillefpie,  Dr.   confulted    on   Johnfon's  illntls 

ik  4S0. 
Glow-worm,  Johnfon's  fable  of,  i.  404. 
Glutton^-,  1.255.- 

Goldfmitb,  Dr.  OUver,  chandler  of,  W22$,if/e^^ 
■     ■  anecdotes  of,  i.  225,  230,  296,  310, 

574,  390,  4,  8,  9,  418,  420,  1,2;   ii.  63, 


244,  283,  397,  ^38. 
■  his  death,  1.  4-^6. 


>  Jolfnibn*«  epitaphs  on  him,  iiti  91 ,  3. 

his  ifoft  mots  on  Johnfon,  i.  3O7, 404,  7  r 

ii.  490. 

J(^Ulfon's  opinion   of  him   and   his 


workt,  i,22i,  275,61  ^7,  9>  377»  382-, 
390,  3,  4,  403,  ^,6t  437»  484V  "«  62, 
153,  200,  3,  214,  293,  341. 

Gordon,  Lord  George,  ii.  317,  380. 

Gower,  Earl,  his  letter  to  ^ift,  i.  67. 

Graham^  Lord,  ii.  287,  394. 

Grainger,  Dr.  his  <  SogarCane,'  ii.  29. 

■  —  his  «  Ode  on  Solitsde,'  ii.  171. 

Grammar-fchool,  Johnfon *s  plan  of,  i.  46. 

Gran^,  Reverend  Mr.  his  «  Biograpical  Dic- 
tionary,' ii,  97.  > 

Granville,  Lord,  anecdote  of,  ii.  335, 

Gr»y'»  poetry,   i.  218,  466,  471  ;  ii.  59,  63, 

335»4i5- 
Qttoen,  Mr.  of  Lichfield,   his  mn(eam,  ii.  36, 

306. 
— — ->.  Letter  from  Johnfott  to  him,  ii.  ^66. 
Greenwich  hofpital,  i.  250. 
Gjeville,    Richard  Fulke,  Efq..  his  *  Maxims,' 

&c.  ii.  507* 
Grey,  Dr.  i.  510. 
Grief,  ii.  132. 
Grierfon,  Mr.  I.  336.. 
De  Groot,  ar descendant  of  Grotius,  ii.  123, 
Guthrie,  William,  i.  c8,  300. 
Gwyo)  Mr,  iheardme^,  ii,  21. 
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H. 

HABEAS  CORPUS,  i.  311. 

Hackxnan,  Rc\ercnd  Mr.  ii.  287. 

Hailes,  Lord,  his  and  Johnfon's  opinion  of  each 

otl^r,  i.  255,  2+j. 
'■  his  *  Anna]$  of  Scotland/  i.  435,  7,  8, 

9,  4+5,  470,  496,  7,  8,  9,  5161  ii.  I,  ic, 

74,  119,  z-jz,  281,  302. 

■  ■    ■  ■  ■    his  opinion  on  entails,  ii,  7. 

Hale,  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  anecdote  of,  ii.  511. 
Hales,  vcnci  able  John,  his  works,,  ii.  514. 
Jliill,    General,    his    politcnefs    to  Johnfon   at 

Warlcy  camp,  ii.  27A. 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Wiiliam  Gerard^  his  kind 

offers  to  Johnfon,  ii..469. 
■       Letters  of  Johnfon  to,  ii.  469,  j;4^. 
Hamilton's  poems,  ii.  142. 
Hanway,  Mr.  Jonas,  i.  172,  341. 
Happincfs,  i.  276:  ii.  71,225. — Sec  Life. 
Harkian  mifccllany,  i.  94, 
Harris,  James,  Efq.  ii.  199,  207. 
Harfe's  *  Hiftory  of  Gaftavus/  i-  3J9;  5*  l"]^* 
Harvey,  Hon.  Thomas,  i.  291. 
liarvey,  Henry,  i.  50, 
Haftic.— Sec  Schoohnaftcr. 
Haftings,  Warren,  Eflj.  charadler  of^  ii,  ^S^. 
■■  ■         IxtterfVom  him  to  the  authovr,  ii.  566* 

■  Letters  of  Johnfento,  ii.  367,  9,  370. 
Hawkefbury,  Lord,  Johnfon's  letter  to,  rcLtive 

toDr,  Dodd,  ii.  13S. 

Hawkefworth,  Dr*^  i,  10^ 

— — his  *  Voyage«V  i.  414. 

Hawkins,  Sir  John*  femarko  on  his  Gfe  of 
Johnfon,  L  2,  102. 

— — —  circumlhnces  as  to  Johnfon  related  by 
Iiim  contradided  or  explained,  i.  64,  74, 
87,  loj,  lie,  112,  126,7,  '30»  i59>  170, 
184,  225,  261,  290,  7;  li.  521,  551,  567, 

II  ■      gaits  the  Literary  Club,  !•  262* 

Hawkins,  Mr.  i.  13. 

Hay,  Lord  Charksi^  ii.  48,  3414 

Hebcfden,  Dr.  his  kind  stttendance  on  Johnfon, 

ii.  460,  481,  57c. 
Hebrides,  Johnfon's  wifii  to  viftt,  u  244,  251, 

300,  340,  J54,  387,  404,  424. 

•  ■  ■■    ■  ■'  Johnfon's  toar  to  them,  i.  427. 

*  johnfon's  poblifhed  •  Accoant  of  his 
Journey,'  i.  436,  9,  441,  j,  450,  J,  4,  7, 
486.;  ii.  104,  i$J»^33pH7* 

Hcftor,  Mr.  i.  17;  li.  30,  1,412,  488,  f^s. 

■ '  ■  Letters  from  Johnfon  co»  ii.  420,  i, 

554- 
Hecly,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  u  289 ;  ii.  550* 

Hendcrfon,  Mr.  John,  ii.  50J. 

♦  Hermippus  RedivhuSf*  Canopbell^s,  i.  226. 
Highwaymen,  ii.  196. 
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Hill,  Dr.  his  works,  i,  291. 

Hiftory  and  Hiftorians,    reflexions  on,   1.  231, 

314*  3^1.  397»4o6,  4S7;  ii.  51,  302. 
Hogarth,  i.  77. 
HoHis,  Mr.  Thomas,  li.  387. 
Honae,  Mr.  John,  his  parody  on  Derrick,  i.  248.. 

—  his  propofcd  hiftory  of  the  riCngin  I745». 
i.  149. 

Homer,  Johnfon's  t ran flations  from,  i.  18. 

—  critiques  on  the  merits  of  that  poet, 
ii.  169,  251,  3. 

Hoole,  John,  Efq.  his  '  Taflb,'  i.  2p8, 


•  his  *  CIconice,'  i.  442. 
Letters  of  Johnfon  to  him,  542,  3, 


303.4t37Ji 


Hoolc,    John,    Efq,    his   attention  to    Johnfon^ 

during  his  laft  illnefs,  ii.  575;. 
Hope,  Dr.    confuhcd  pn  Johnfon's    illnefs,   ii. 

482. 
Horace,  Johnfon's  tranflations  from,  i.  x  9. 
■  crltLcifm  on  a  pafTage,  in  that  Latin poet« 

ii.  86. 
Home,  Re^'erctid  Dr.  ii.  2$»  583. 
Home  Tooke,  Mr.  ii.  a66f 
Hofpitality,  ii.  338,  455. 
Houghton  gallery,  ii,  ^25. 
Houfe  of  Commons^  li,  187, 192, 

39^5^-      .. 
*■■      ^  ■    '  Peers,  u.  261, 
Huggins,  Mr.  ii«  332. 
Hume^  Davids  his  ftyle^  i.  238. 

■  his  fcepticifm,  i.  241,  276i  IL  24, 143. 
his  'Life,'  ii.  118. 
Humphry,  Ozias,  Efq.  antiquity  of  his  family^ 

and  letters  of  Johnfon  to,  ii.  485,  7. 
Hiinrer»  Mr,  I.  13,  ^4. 
Hurd,  Dr.  (Bifliop  of  Worcefter,)  ii.  86,  f  00. 
Huffey,  Reveread  Mr.  John,  i.  2;j9. 
■  Br*  Thomas,  iL 


L  and  J, 
JAMES,  Dr.  his  *  Medical  Diaionary,*  i.  S5  j 

■  his  death,  ii.  45,  and  fee  ii.  59, 
«  Idler,'  Johnfon's,  i.  ilJr,  3,  7. 

Jcnnyns,  Soame,    Efq.   his   *  Origin  df  Evil,* 

■  ■    ■'     his  '  Evidence  of  the  ChriftiaQ  Rdigion»* 

ii.  226. 
India,  of  the  govenunent  in„  ii.  451. 
Infidelity,  i.  315,  484;  ii.  72^  118,  304,  498* 
Influenza,  ii.  i. 
Inns,  ii.  28, 
Inquiiition»  i,  251^ 
Johnfon,    Michael,    (father    6F    Dr.   Johnfon,) 

anecdotes  of»  i.  8»  (^y?f.-*His  death,  i.  39. 
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JoRMSON^  Dr.  Samuel,  his  birth,  i,  8, 

>  reached  by  Qoeen  Anne  for  the  evil. 


1.  12. 


goes  to  fchool  at  Uchfieldj  i.  13.-— 
Stourbridge,  i6. 

enters  at  Pembroke  College,    Oxon, 


1.  24. 


>  leaves  CoI^k,  >•  34- 

•becomes   uiher  to  Market -BoTworth 


fchoo],  I,  ^y 

removes  to  Birmingham,  i.  38 

-■    ■'■  marries  Mrs.  Porter,  i.  44. 


opens  an  academy  at  Edial,  ik 
''     '  goes  to  London,  (with  Garrick  J  i.  48* 
— —  a  writer  in  *  The  Gentleman's  Maga- 
zine,' i.  56,  &c. 

-endeavours   to  obtain  the  degree  of 


A.  M.  i.  67. 

•  his   oiitreft    circumftances  and   filial 


piety,  i.  86,  88. 

■  lofes  his  wife,  127— his  grief  on  that 


occafion,  1^.   505;    ii.   536,   566*<'-*Com« 
pofes  her  funeral  fermon,  i.  131. 

vifits  Oxford  in  i75'4,  i.  146;   and 

again  i.  298,  308  ;  ii.  21, 495,  ^53. 

•  obtains  his  degree  of  A.  M.  from  that 


Univerfity,  i.  1^0,  2,  3.— His  letters  oa 
that  occurrence,  1. 150, 4, 5.— The  diploma^ 

declines  taking  Holy  Orders,  u  176. 

lofes  his  mother,  i.  184. 

obtains  a  penfion  of  300I.  a  year* 


i.  204,  ^y^f. 


Dublin,  i.  272 
i.  408,  9. 


his  interview  with  The  King,  i.  291. 


i.  346,  W>f. 

vifits    the '  Hebrides,   i.  426. — See 


Hebrides. 


.  Wales,  i,  439 


health,  ii.  520,5,  6,  534. 


the  end. 


Johnson,  his  Will  and  Codicil,  ii.  ;72.^Re- 

raarks  on  them,  ii.  574. 
.... his  MS,   account  of  his  own  life, 

his  deaths  ii.  ^79.«-His  funeral,  581. 


vifits  Cambridge,  i.  266. 

created  LL.D.  by  Trinity  College, 


by  Oxford  Univerfity, 


appointed  Profeflbr  of  Ancient  Lite- 
rature in  The  Royal  Academy,  i.  368. 

endeavour  to  get  him  into  parliament. 


France,  i.  498,  9. — His  account 

of  it,  i.  511,  512. 

his  various  places  of  refidence,  ii  ^02. 
.  his  long  ilmefs  and  gradual  decline. 


ii.  412,  &c.— *His  various  diforders,  ii.  ^158, 
462,  5;  476,  9,  482,  4,  ^/y. — Medical 
opinions  on  his  cafe,  ii.  480,  r,  2. 

his  propofed  tour  to  Italy  for   his 


progrefs  of  his  diflblution,  ii,  567,  to 


His  CharaSer  and  Mannert^ 


his  peculiarities  of  perfon  and  manner^ 

i.  12,  76,  264,  ^Ap  ^65,  8 ;  ii.  371. 
general  traits  of  his  character  and  mode 


of  living,  i.  27,  49,  50,  251,  338,  ^  fiq. 
424,441,9,483;  ii.  101,167,171,238, 
*5*'  5»  33^»  340»  35;*  3^*  395»  ^^l*  4t 

his  early,  habitual,   and  fyftematick 


piety,  i.  9,  29,  257,  263,  296,  310,  333, 

349»  379'  393»  44'^  48^4»  "•  5^»  9^» 
101,232,  240,  285,  373»382,  4II,457j^ 


463,  ^72,  487,  8,  550,  4,  569,  577,  8. 

his  fupcrfhtion,  1.  264,  cpj* 

—— -  his  aweful  dread  of  death,  i»  320^  9« 


341,  449;  11.  143,  6,  229,  479,  487,  492, 

3.  5^5'.  5^7- 

-his  general  tcndemels  of  nature,  hu- 


manity, and  afiability,    i.  j6»   222,   244, 

289,  296^  307,  330,  451  ;.JK  35,  90,  122. 

146, 186,  256,  473,488,  592, 5. 517,  S20> 
•  his  warm  and  fometimes  violent  man- 


ner, i,  324,  340,  Seen.  56* 227,  241,  25J, 
260,  288,  396,  436,  490,  525.  . 

his  occafional  jocularity,  i.  423,  486^ 


494;  11.  30,  142,7,  343,377,         ^ 

■  his  inviolable  regard  to  truth,  1.  237, 


414;  ii.  19,  189,  IQO,  8,  229,  353»472 


11.  19,  189,  IQO,  8,  229,  3C3»472* 
his  refpeft  for  birth  and  family,  i.  243, 
356,  371,  423,  466;  ii,  125,  266,  397. 
■  his  love  of  good  eating,  1.  255;  li.  83, 


164,  223,  383, 

his  political  ehara^er  and    opinions. 


1.  170,  230,  4,  253,  304,  332,  7,  9,  344, 
5*  359»  .?67>  382,  396,  8,  461,  474,  8, 
481,  9;  ii.  G-]^  145,  175,  222,  7.  241,  8, 
267,  m^l^  388,  399,  415,  432,  5,  6,  8, 

454»4^3»4-  ,         ,         . 
; \ —  and  pamphlets,  1.74,  332, 

34S»  353*  440*  4^8,  460,  ,^71.— [For  hia 
other  works  fee  their  fevcral  tvXt^,^ 
— —  catalogue   of  works  propofed   to  be 
executed  by  him,  ii.  557. 

.  ftories  to  his  prejudice  refuted^  ii.  170, 


434,  (and  fee  Hawokim  and  Fiozxt), 

various  portraits  of  him,  ii.  581. 
his  general  charad^er  by  the  Auxbour, 


ii.  582, 
*  Johnfoniana,'  collefljon  fo  called,  ii.  iS. 
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}oncs,  Mifs,  i.  178. 
ordcn,  Mr.  i.  24.  c. 
Journal  or  diary  of  life,  its  ntility^  i.  13  j,  395; 

ii.  15c,  189,  270,  440. 
Ireland  and  the  Irifh,   i.   177,  339,  419,  454, 

iL  305:. 
•Irene/  Johnfon's  tng^yof,  u  47,  50,  i,  2,  3, 

4,  80. — Afled,  i.  loj. 
Iflam,  a  defcription  o£,  ii.  165. 
Judges,  i.  475.  ^ 
Junius,  i.  345 ;  ii.  283* 
Juries^  ii.  52. 


KAMES,  Lord,  i.  384,  6. 

-  his  works,  i.  319;  ii-  297,  26;. 

Kelly,  Hugh,  Tohnfon's  prologue  to  his  •  Word 
to  tlie  Wife,'  ii.  114. 

Kemble,  J.  P.  Efq.  ii.  467. 

Ken,  Bifhop,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  154. 

Kennedy^  Reverend  Dr.  his  *  AftrcMioinical  Chro- 
nology,'i   198,  9.  ,, 

i  M.  D.  a  tragedy  by,  u.  195. 

Kennicoty  Mrs.  ii.  490,  8. 

Kcnrick,  Dr.  i.  271,  ^05. 

Killingley,  M.  her  curioas  addrds,  ii.  17& 

King,  Charles,  I.  and  II.— George  I.  II.  and  HI. 
and  William  III.^-See  under  their  refpediTe 
initials. 

Kings,  their  fitoation,  i.  230,  9,  24^. 

Kneller,  Sir  Godfrey,  anecdote  of,  ii.  19^. 

Knowledge,  i.  $67,  378,  396,  483, 490 ;  I'u  62, 

453- 
Knowles,  Mrs.  u.  22c. 
Knox,  Mr.  the  traveller,  i.  4^2,  3. 

Reverend  Vicefimus,  11.  522,  3.  ^ 
■I  his  imitations  of  Johnfon's  ftyle,  ii.  §6^^ 


LANDLORDS  and  Tenants,  i.  326;  ii.  202, 

433. 
Langton,  Bennet,   Efq.  L  133,  260,  444;  ii. 

149,  210,  273,  4,  493,  4.  C76. 
^ Johnfon's  letters  to  him,  i«  3^2;  ii* 

122,276,409.413.466,484,5,537,  544. 
communications''  -     »  ^   *• 


11.  32 


^6,  484.  5,  537.  544. 
i  from,  as  to  Johnfon, 

329- 

—  Mifs  Jane,  letter  of  Johnfon  to,  ii.  488. 

Languages,  i.  260,  287,  315,  16,  358;  ii.  193, 

Lanfaowne,  Marquis  of,  ii.  495. 

Latin,  Johnfon's  accurate  knowledge  of,  L  513. 

Lauder,  his  forgery  againft  Milton,  i.  125— *X28, 


Law,  Johnfon's  intention  of  ftudying,  i.  267. 

■  his  opinions  as  to  the  ftudy  and  practice  of, 
i.   277,  282,  298,  393»6;    ii.   17,  160, 

473.  494.  5»o-  .... 
Johnfon's  arguments  on  feveral  cafes,  viz. 

. '         On  Sdhoolmailers  and  their  Duty,  i.  375, 7. 

■  ■  Vicious  In tromiffion,  i.  j82. 

■  Rights  of  Lay  Patrons,  1.  410. 

■  Dr.  Memis's  Cafe,  i.  491. 

— —  Stirling  Corporation's  Cafe,  i.  492. 
■  —  Entails,  ii.  4,  7,9. 

—  Liberty  of  the  Pulpit,  ii.  74,  &  fee  97. 

—  Regiftration  of  Deeds,  ii.  372. 

_—  the  Cafe  o^  the  Procurators  of  Edin- 
burgh, ii.  407. 

Law,   Archdeacon,    (now   Bifhop   of  KiUala,) 
ii.  309. 

Law's  '  Serious  Call,'  i.  341. 

Lawrence,  Dr.  ii.  418. 

■  Letters  to,  i.  447 ;  ii.  3 1 1  • 
liei.  Reverend  Mr.  i.  16. 
Learning,  i.  248,  378;  ii.  335. 
Leduies,  their  inutility,  i.  276;  ii  383. 
Lee,  Arthur,  Efq.  ii.  82. 

Lenox,  Mrs.  i.  138, 188,  442. 

Lever,  Sir  Aihton,  his  Mufeum,  ii.  525. 

Levett,  Mr.  Robot,  i.  131,  201 ;  his  death,  ii. 

413.— Johnfon's  lines  on  him,  ii.  414. 
Lewis,  F.  i.  123. 

Mr.  (ufher  of  Weftminfter-fcboo!)   his 

lines  to  Pope,  ii.  509. 
Lexiphanes,  i.  297. 

Libels  on  the  dead,  ii;  5 1  .—See  Topham's  Cafe. 
Liberty,  political,  i.  304;  ii.  287. 
Liberty  and  neceffity  of  the  will,  ii.  227,  370, 

lichbeld,  remarks  on,  ii.  34,  5. 
!■  Johnfon's  lad  vifit  to,  and  the  marks 

of  refped^  paid  him  by  the  Corporation, 

ii.  SS^- 

Liddel,    Sir  Henry,   his  fpirited  expedition  to 
Lapland,  i.  s66» 
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•1        ■'  '  Thomas  Lord,  his  vifion,  ii.  505.  to  Johnfon,  L  336^  &c. 

Mayo^  Reverend  Dr.  i.  417,  r 8. 
Melancholy,  reflexions  on,  i.  28,  186;  ii,  ii, 
22,  46,  94,  loi,  132,  158,  168,  313. 

M.  Mclandhon,  ii«  118,  no. 

Melmoth,  Mr.  his  «  Letters,*  ii.  489. 

MACAULAY,  Mrs.— Johnfon's  opinion  of  her  Memis,  Dr.  i.  443,  6,  8,  491 ;  ii.  103. 

andherworksy  i.  243,396;  ii.  89,164.  Metaphyficks,  i.  316,  327. 

Macaulay's  account  of  St.  Kilda,  i.  300.  Metcalfe,  Philip,  Efq*  ii.  429. 

Macbean,  Mr,  ii'^Ti  327.  Methodifts,  i.  249,462. 

his  Di^onary  of  Geography,  389-  Mickle,  Mr.  ii.  coc 


« Macbeth,'   Johnfon's  'Obfervations  on/ pub*  ■  ■       ■  his  *  Luiiad,'  ii*'473; 

liihcd,  i.  95.     ^  Millar,  Andrew,  anecdote  of,  i,  155. 

Maccaronick  verfes,  ii.  22 2,  Miller,  Lady,  i.  472. 
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Maclaurin,  Mr.  i.  486.  *  Mirror  The,'    periodical  pmr    prffenjted  XOl 
Maclean,  Sir  Allan,  ii.  103,  124.  Johnfon  by  its  authours;  ti.  564.  *    * 
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CORRECTIOl^S    Ain^    ADDITIONS, 

"Which  the  Reader  is  icgucftcd  ^o  make  with  his  Penj  before  perufmg  the  following  Life, 

V  O  L  U  M  E      I. 

P.  32,  1.  3  from  ihe  foot,  fir  cotemporaries,  read  conteinporarlet. 

P.  So,  1.  13,  dele  out. 

P^gc  ^Zl*  li^c  24,  for  a  warren,  read  free,  warren* 

P.  136,  ].  6, /oris  certainly  the  performance  of  Dr,  Charles  Batburllj  f?4r</ has  bceiierroneoufly 

afcribed  to  Dr.  Bathuril,  whofe  chriftian  name  was  Richard; 
P*  ^11%  !•  16,  17,  24,  26,  /ar  Je»niiig6,  rr/j^/ Jcnnyn«« 
P.  x6c,  1.  8,  fir  Pancoek,  read  Panckoucke. 
P.  195,  1.  4,  upm  the  *word  TiMDt  put  the  fillvwiug  note : — I  have  had  inqairy  ntade  in  Ireland 

as  to  this  dory,  but  do  not  find  it  recoll^ed  there.    I  ^ive  it  on  the  authority  of  Dr. 

Johnfon,  to  which  may  be  added,  that  of  ''  The  Biographical  Dictionary,"  in  which  it 

has  flood  many  years. 
Ihid.  1.  4,  fir  a  book  on  the  authentici^r  of  the  Gofpel  Hiftory*  read  **  An  Enquiry  into  the 

Origin  of  Moral  Virtue." 
Ihid,  !•  13  &  14, yorlnnys  read\xa^s^ 
P.  303,  fir  Niig  tfxtrtu,  read  N»J  ym^  ^X>*Tm. 
P.  329,  1.  25,  fir  drives  read  drove. 
P.  344,  1.  1 8,  fir  wrote,  read  written* 
P.  374,  1.  24,  fir  been  a  witnefs  againft,  read  conneAed  with. 

VOLUME      II. 

P.  191,  I.  8,  y^r  Johnfton  r^W  Johnfon. 

P.  346,  1.  129  fir  one  of  his  excellent  prefatory  difcourfes  to  Tiis  plays,  read  his  excellent!' 

Dedication  of  his  JuvenaL 
Ibid,  1.  15,  tf^r  novelty  «r^/ and. 
'    P.  367,  in  Note, ^Chalmers,  r^i/ Chambers. 

P.-  352,  1.  16,  afier  Pope  in/ert  inverted  cemmasj  a»/dele  tbem  I.  17,  i7/?rr  impofition. 

Ibid,  after  him  put  a  comma* 

P.  381,  1.  22,  delem. 

P*  397*  '^^  ^  note,  for  communis  ilia,  reaid- communis  in  iHom 

P.  458,  before  the  letter  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Taylor,  infert, 

iTo  Mr.  Ed mund  Allen. 
«'  Dear  Sia., 

••IT  has  pleafed  God  this  morning  to  deprive  me  of  the  powers  of  fpeech;  and  as  1 
do  not  know  but  that  it  may  be  his  farther  good  pleafure  to  deprive  me  loon  of  my  fenfes,  I  requeft 
you  wilU  on  the  receipt  of  this  note,-  come  to  me,  and  aft  for  me,  as  the  exigencies  of  my  cafe 
may  require.    I  am  fincerely  yours, 

••  Sam.  Johnsok." 

P.  56^,  1.  3,  from  the  foot,  after  tenpteinCcit  a  .i— ,  and  prefix  inverted  commas  to  the 
following  word. 

P.  582,  L  10,  after  refpeftablc  contribnrion,  tf^</— But  the  Dean  and  Chapter  off  St.  Paul's 
having  come  to  a  refolution  of  admitung  monuments  there,  upon  a  liberal  and  magnificent 
plan«  that  cathedral  was  afterwards  fixed  on  as  the  place, 
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SAMUEL      JOHNSON,     LL.D. 


TO  write  the  life  of  him  who  excelled  all  mankind  in  writing  the 
lives  of  others^  and  who,  whether  we  confider  his  extraordinary  endow** 
ments>  or  his  various  works,  has  been  equalled  by  few  in  any  age, 
is  an  arduous,  and  may  be  reckoned  in  me  a  prefumptxious  talk. 

Had  Dn  Johnfon  written  his  own  life,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  which 
he  has  ^ven ',  that  every  man's  life  may  be  beft  written  by  himfelf ;  had  he 
employed  in  the  prefervation  of  his  own  hiftory,  that  cleamels  of  narration 
and  elegance  of  laneuage  in  which  he  has  embalmed  {o  many  eminent  per- 
fons,  die  world  would  probably  have  had  the  moft  perfeft  example  of 
biography  that  was  ever  exhibited.  But  although  he  at  different  times,  in  a 
defultory  manner,  committed  to  writing  many  particulars  of  the  progrcfs  of 
his  mind  and  fortunes,  he  never  had  perfevering  diligence  enough  to  form 
them  into  a  regular  compofition.  Of  thefe  memorials  a  few  have  been 
preferved  -,  but  the  greater  part  was  con(]gned  by  him  to  the  flames,  a  few 
days  before  his  death. 

As  I  had  the  honour  and  happinefs  of  enjoying  his  friendihip  for  upwards 
of  twenty  years ;  as  I  had  the  fcheme  of  writing  his  life  conftantly  in  view; 
as  he  was  well  apprifed  of  this  circumftance,  and  from  time  to  time  obligingly 
iatisfied  my  inquiries,  by  communicating  to  me  the  incidents  of  his  early 
years  i  as  I  acquired  a  facility  in  recolleding,   and  was  very  afliduous  in 

»  Idler,  No.  84. 
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THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

recording  his  converfation,  of  which  the  extraordinary  vigour  and  vivacity 
conftituted  one  of  the  firft  features  of  his  charafter  j  and  as  I  have  fpared 
no  pains  in  obtaining  materiak  concerning  him,  from  every  quarter  where  I 
could  difcover  that  they  were  to  be  found,  and  have  been  favoured  with  the 
moft  liberal  communications  by  his  friends;  I  flatter  myfelf  that  few 
biographers  have  entered  upoa  fuch  a  work  as  this,  with  more  advantages, 
independent  of  literary  abilities,  in  which  I  am  not  vain  enough  to  compare 
myfelf  with  fome  great  names  who  have  gone  before  me  in  this  kind  of 
writing. 

Since  my  work  was  announced,  feveral  Lives  and  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Johnlbn 
have  been  publifhed,  the  moft  voluminous  of  which  is  one  compiled  for  the 
BookfelUrs  of  London^  by  Sir  John  Hawkins,  Knight^  a  man,  whom,  during 
my  long  intimacy  with  Dr.  Johnfon,  I  never  faw  in  his  company,  I  think 
but  once,  and  I  am  fure  not  above  twice.  Johnfon  might  have  efteemed 
him  for  his  decent,  religious  demeanour,  and  his  knowledge  of  books  and 
literary  hiftory  j  but  from  the  ri^d  formality  of  his  manners,  it  is  evident  that 
diey  never  could  have  lived  together  with  companionable  eafe  and  familiarity ; 
nor  had  Sir  John  Hawkins  that  nice  perception  which  was  neceflary  to  mark 
the  finer  arti  kls  obvious  parts  of  Johnlbn's  charafter.  His  being  appointed 
one  of  his  exiecutors,  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  taking  pofleflion  of  fuch 
fragments  of  a  diary  and  other  papers  as  were  left,  of  Which,  before  deliver- 
ing them  up  tq.  the  refidu^  legatee,  whofe  property  they  were,  he  endea- 
voured to  exfrait  the  fubftapce.  In  this  he  has  not  been  very  fuccefsful,  as 
I  have  found  upon  a  perufal  of  thofe  papers,  which  have  been  fmce  transferred 
to  me.  Sir  Joha  Hawkins's  ponderous  labours,  I  muft  acknowledge, 
exhibit  a  farragOy  of  which  a  confiderable  portion  is  not  devoid  of  entertain- 
ment to  the  lovers  of  literary  golfiping ;    but  befides  its  being  fwelled  out 

*  The  grcateft  part  of  this  book  was.  written  while  Sir  John  Hawkins  wa«  alive;  and  I 
avow,  that  one  objeft  of  my  ftriflurcs  was  to  make  him  feel  forae  compundlion  for  his  illi- 
beral treatment  of  Du  Johnfon.  Since  his  deceafe,  I  have  fupprefled  feveral  of  my  remarks 
upon  his  work.  But  though  I  would  not  ''  war  with  the  dead"  offenfively^  I  think  it  ncceflary 
to  be  ilrenuou$  in  defence  of  my  illuflrious  friend^-  which  I  cannot  be,  without  ftrong  animadver- 
fion  upon  a  writer  who  has  greatly  injured  him.  Let  me  add,  that  though  I  doubt  I  fhould  not 
bave  been  veiy  prompt  to  gratify  Sir  John  Hawkins  with  any  compliment  in  his  life-time,  I  do 
now  frankly  acknowledge^  thi^t^  in  m^  opinion,  his  volume,  however  inadequate  and  improper 
as. a  life  of  Dr.  Johnfoni  and  however  difcredited  by  unpardonable  inaccuracies  in  other  re(pedb« 
contains  a  colled^ion  of  curipas  anecdotes  and  obfervations,  which  few  men  but  its  authour 
could  bave  brought  together. 
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with  long  unneccflary  cxtrafts  from  various  works,  (even  one  of  fcveral 
leaves  from  Ofborne's  Harleian  Catalogue,  and  thofc  not  compiled  by 
Johnfon,  but  by  Oldys)  a  very  fmall  part  of  it  relates  to  the  perfon  who  is 
the  fubjed:  of  the  book ;  and,  in  that,  there  is  fuch  an  inaccuracy  in  the  ftate- 
ment  of  fa6b,  as  in  fo  folemn  an  authour  is  hardly  excufable,  and  certainly 
makes  his  narrative  very  unfatisfaftory.  But  what  is  ftill  worfe,  there  is. 
throughout  the  whole  of  it  a  dark  uncharitable  caft,  by  which  the  moft 
unfavourable  conftruftion  is  put  upon  almoft  every  circumftance  in  the  cha- 
rafter  and  conduft  of  my  illuftrious  friend  j  who,  I  truft,  will,  by  a  true  and 
fair  delineation,  be  vindicated  both  from  the  injurious  mifreprefentations  of 
diis  authour,  and  from  ^he  (lighter  alperfions  of  aiady  who  once  lived  in  great 
intimacy  with  him. 

There  is,  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  a  letter  from  Bifhop  Warburton  to  Dr. 
Birch,  on  die  fubjeft  of  biography ;  which,  though  I  am  aware  it  may  expofe 
me  to  a  charge  of  artfully  raifing  the  value  of  my  own  work,  by  contrafting 
it  with  that  of  which  I  have  Ipoken,  is  fo  well  conceived  and  expreffed,  that 
I  cannot  refrain  from  here  inferring  it: 

'.^  I  SHALL  endeavour  (fays  Dr.  Warburton)  to  give  you  what 
fatisfaftion  I  can  in  any  thing  you  want  to  be  fatisfied  in  any  fubjeft  of 
Milton,  and  am  extremely  glad  you  intend  to  write  his  life.  Almoft  all 
the  life-writers  we  have  had  before  Toland  and  Defmaifeaux,  are  indeed 
ftrange  infipid  creatures ;  and  yet  I  had  rather  read  the  worft  of  them,  than 
be  obliged  to  go  through  with  this  of  Milton's,  or  the  other's  life  of  Boileau, 

where  dierc  is  fuch  a  duU,   heavy   ftirrefTion  nf  long  quotations  of  diflntereft- 

ing  pafTages,  that  it  makes  their  method  quite  naufeous.  "  But  the  verbofe, 
taftelefs  Frenchman  feems  to  lay  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  every  life 
muft  be  a  book,  and  what's  worfe,  it  proves  a  book  without  a  life ;  for  what 
do  we  know  of  Boileau,  after  all  his  tedious  fhifF  ?  You  are  the  only  one, 
(and  I  fpeak  it  without  a  compliment)  that  by  the  vigour  of  your  flile  and 
ffentiments,  and  the  real  importance  of  your  materials,  have  the  art  (which 
one  would  imagine  no  one  could  have  mifled)  of  adding  agreements  to  the 
moft  agreeable  fubjeft  in  the  world,  which  is  literary  hiftory*." 
"  Nov.  24,  1737/' 

Inftead  of  melting  dowij  my  materials  into  one  mafs,  and  conftantly  fpeak* 
ing  in  my  own  perfon,  by  wlaich  I  naight  have  appeared  to  have  more  merit 

^  Brit,  MuC  43ao.  Afcough's  Catal.  Sloanc  MSS. 
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"in  the  execution  of  the  work,  I  have  refolved  to  adopt,  and  enlarge  upon  the 
excellent  plan  of  Mr.  Mafon,  in  his  Memoirs  of  Gray,  Wherever  narra- 
tive is  neceflary  to  explain,  conneft,  and  fupply,  I  furhilh  it  to  the  beft  of 
my  abilities  j  but  in  the  chronological  feries  of  Johnfon's  life,  which  I  trace 
as  diftinftly  as  I  can,  year  by  year,  I  produce,  wherever  it  is  in  my  power, 
his  own  minutes,  letters,  or  converfation,  being  convinced  that  this  mode 
is  more  lively,  and  will  make  my  readers  better  acquainted  with  him,  than 
even  moft  of  thofe  were  who  aftually  knew  him,  but  could  know  him  only 
partially  j  whereas  there  is  here  an  accumulation  of  intelligence  from  various 
points,  by  which  his  charafter  is  more  fully  underftood  and  illufbated. 

Indeed  I  cannot  conceive  a  more  perfeft  mode  of  writing  any  man's  life, 
than  not  only  relating  all  the  mofl  important  events  of  it  in  their  order,  but 
interweaving  what  he  privately  wrote,  and  faid,  and  thought  i  by  which  man- 
kind are  enabled  as  it  were  to  fee  him  live,  and  to  "  live  o'er  each  fcene"  with 
him,  as  he  aftually  advanced  through  the  feveral  flages  of  his  Kfe.  Had  his 
other  friends  been  as  diligent  and  ardent  as  I  was,  he  might  have  been  almoft 
entirely  preferved.  As  it  is,  I  will  venture  to  fay  that  he  will  be  feen  in  this 
work  more  completely  than  any  man  who  has  ever  yet  lived. 

And  he  will  be  feen  as  he  really  was ;  for  I  profefs  to  write,  not  his  pane- 
gyrick,  which  mufl  be  all  praife,  but  his  life ;  which,  great  and  good  as  he 
was,  muft  not  be  flippofed  to  he  entirely  perfe61:.  To  be  as  he  was,  is  indeed 
fubjedt  of  panegyrick  enough  to  any  man  in  this  flate  of  being  j  but  in  every 
pifture  there  ihould  be  ihade  as  well  as  light,  and  when  I  delineate  hina 
without  reierve,  I  do  what  he  himfelf  recommended^  both  by  his  precept  and 
his  example : 

"  If  the  biographer  writes  from  perlbnal  knowledge,  and  makes  hafte  to 
gratify  the  publick  curiofity,  there  is  danger  left  his  intereft,  his  fear,  his 
gratitude,  or  his  tendemcfs  overpower  his  fidelity,  and  tempt  him  to  conceal, 
if  not  to  invent.  There  are  many  who  think  it  an  a6t  of  piety  to  hide  the 
faults  or  failings  of  dieu*  friends,  cyen  when  they  can  no  longer  fuStr  by 
their  dete6tion  i  yrt  therefore  fee  whole  ranks  of  characters  adorned  with 
uniform  panegyrick,  and  not  to  be  known  from  one  another  but  by  extriii- 
fick  and  cafual  circuniftances.  •  Let  me  remember,  (fays  Hale)  when  I  find 
myfelf  inclined  to  pity  a  criminal,  that  there  is  likewife  a  pity  due  to  the 
country.*  If  we  owe  regard  to  the  memory  of  the  dead,  there  is  yet  more 
refpedl  to  be  paid  to  knowledge,  to  virtue,  and  to  truth  \" 
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What  I  ccxifider  as  the  peculiar  value  of  the  following  work,  is,  the  quan- 
tity that  it  contains  of  Johnfon's  converfation ;  which  is  univerfally  acknow- 
ledged to  have  been  cniinently  inftrudive  and  entertaining  j  and  of  which 
the  ipecimens  that  I  have  given  upon  a  former  occafion,  have  been  received 
with  fo  much  approbation,  that  I  have  good  grounds  for  fuppofing  that  the 
world  will  not  be  indifferent  to  more  ample  communications  of  a  fimilar 
nature. 

That  the  converfation  of  a  celebrated  man,  if  his  talents  have  been  exerted 
in  converfation,  will  beft  difplay  his  charafter,  is,  I  truft,  too  well  eftablilhed 
in  the  judgement  of  mankind,  to  be  at  all  fhaken  by  a  fneering  obiervation  of 
Mr.  Mafon,  in  his  Memoirs  of  Mr,  William  Whitehead,  in  which  there  is 
literally  no  Ufe^  but  a  mere  dry  narrative  of  fafts.  I  do  not  think  it  was 
quite  neceflary  to  attempt  a  depreciation  of  what  is  univerfally  efteemed, 
becaufe  it  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  immediate  objeft  of  the  ingenious  writer's 
pen ;  for  in  truth,  from  a  man  fo  ftill  and  fo  tame,  as  to  be  contented  to  pais 
many  years  as  the  domeftick  companion  of  a  f\q)erannuated  lord  and  lady^ 
converfation  worth  recording  could  no  more  be  expedted,  than  from  a  Chinefe 
mandarin  on  a  chimney-piece,  or  the  fantaftick  figures  on  a  gilt  leather  (kreen. 

If  authority  be  required,  let  us  appeal  to  Plutarch,  the  prince  of  ancient 
biographers.  Out«  ra^  «iri(p«vgr«  T«jf  Trfd^ttrt  Trdvruf  ivtr^  J»A«{r*j  eifirmi  fi  jtax/aCj 
«tAA»  vfZyfJix  ^(»XJ^  7sro?OiaKi^  ^  ffi/Ji'O^f  ^  wctihd  rig  c/M(^«0-iv  i^Qif  iwolnTiV  fAOtWov 
5  IA»Xi^^  /*«P»ov£XP®*i  vetf»roij^ng  al  yXy^r^ty  9^  wo\iOf)(J»  ttoAcwv.  '*  Nor  is  it 
always  in  the  moft  diftinguiihed  atchievements  that  men's  virtues  or  vices  may 
be  beft  difcemed  j  but  very  often  an  adtion  of  fmall  note,  a  Ihort  faying,  or 
a  jeft,  fliall  diftinguifh  a  perlbn's  real  charatter  more  than  tiic  grcateft  fieges, 
or  the  moft  important  battles  ^" 

To  this  may  be  added  the  fentiments  of  the  very  man  whole  life  I  am 
am  about  to  exhibit.  "  The  bufmefs  of  the  biographer  is  often  to  pafs 
flighdy  over  thofe  performances  and  incidents  which  produce  vulgar  great- 
ncfi,  to  lead  the  thoughts  into  domeftick  privacies,  and  diiplay  the  minute 
details  erf;  daily  life,  where  exterior  appendages  are  caft  afide,  and  men  excel 
each  other  only  by  prudence  and  by  virtue.  The  account  of  Thuanus  is  with 
great  propriety  laid  by  its  authour  to  have  been  written,  that  it  might  lay  opcQ 
to  pofterity  the  private  and  familiar  charader  of  that  man,  cujus  ingenittm  et 
candorem  ex  ifjius /criptis  funt  olim  Jemper  miraiuriy  whofe  candour  and  genius 
will  to  the  end  of  time  be  by  his  writings  prefcrved  in  admiration, 

'  Flotarch's  life  of  Alc^^andex*-— Langhonie's  TranflatioD* 
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*<  There  arc  many  invifible  circumftanccs,  which  whether  we  read  as  enqui- 
rers after  natural  or  moral  knowledge,  whether  we  intend  to  enlai^  our 
fcience,  or  increafe  our  virtue,  are  more  important  than  publick  occur- 
rences. Thus  Salluft,  the  great  matter  of  nature,  has  not  forgot  in  his 
account  of  Catiline  to  remark,  that  his  walk  was  now  quick,  and  again  flow, 
as  an  indication  of  a  mind  revolving  with  violent  commotion.  Thus  the 
ftory  of  Melan<5thon  affords  a  ftr iking  Icfture  on  the  value  of  time,  by  in- 
forming us,  that  whei)  he  had  made  an  appointment,  he  expefted  not 
only  the  hour,  but  the  minute  to  be  fixed,  that  the  day  might  not  run 
put  in  the  idlenefs  of  fulpence ;  and  all  the  plans  and  enterprizes  of  De 
Wit  are  now  of  lefs  importance  to  the  world  than  that  part  of  his  perfonal 
character,  which  reprefents  him  as  careful  of  his  health,  and  negligent  of  his 
life. 

"  But  biography  has  often  been  allotted  to  writers,  who  feem  very  little 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  their  tafk,  or  very  negligent  about  the  per- 
formance. They  rarely  afford  any  other  account  than  might  be  coliefted 
from  publick  papers,  but  imagine  themfelves  writing  a  life,  when  they  exhibit 
a  chronological  feries  of  aftions  or  preferments ;  and  have  fo  little  regard  to  the 
manners  or*  behaviour  of  their  heroes,  that  more  knowledge  may  be  gained 
of  a  man's  real  chara6ler,  by  a  fhort  converfation  with  one  of  his  fervants, 
than  from  a  formal  and  Itudied  narrative,  begun  with  his  pedigree,  and  ended 
with  his  funerah 

"  There  are,  indeed,  fome  natural  reafons  why  thefe  narratives  are  often 
written  by^  fiich  as  were  not  likely  to  give  much  inflru6tion  or  delight,  and 
why  moft  accounts  of  particular  perfons  are  barren  and  ufelefs.  If  a  life  be 
delayed  till  intereft  and  envy  are  at  an  end,  we  may  hope  for  impartiality,  but 
muft  cxpeft  litde  intelligences  for  the  incidents  which  give  excellence  to 
biography  are  of  a  volatile  and  evanefcent  kind,  fuch  as  foon  efcape  the 
memory,  and  art  tranfmitted  by  tradition.  We  know  how  few  can  pour- 
tray  a  living  acquaintance,  except  by  his  moft  prominent  and  obfer- 
vable  particularities,  and  the  grofler  features  of  his  nnind  $  and  it  may 
be  cafily  imagined  h6w  much  of  this  litde  knowledge  may  be  loft  in  impart- 
ing it,  and  how  foon  a  fuccelfion  of  copies  will  lofe  all  refemblancc  of  the 
original  ^** 

I  am  ftiUy  aware  of  the  objeftions  wjiich maybe  made  to  theminutenefs  on 
fome  occafions.of  my  detail  of  Johnfon's  converfation,  arid  how  happily  it  is 

-^  •  Rambler,  No,  6o.' 
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adapted  for  the  petty  exercife  of  ridicule  by  men  of  fuperficial  underftanding, 
and  ludicrous  faincy ;  but  I  remain  firm  and  confident  in  my  opinion^  that 
minute  particulars  are  frequendy  chara£teriftick»  and  always  amufing>  when 
they  relate  to  a  diftinguifhed  man.  I  am  therefore  exceedingly  unwilling 
diat  almofl:  any  thing  which  my  illuftrious  friend  thought  it  worth  his  while 
to  exprefs,  with  any  degree  of  point,  fhould  perifh.  For  this  almoft  fuper- 
fiidous  reverence,  I  have  found  very  old  and  venerable  authority,  quoted  by 
our  great  modern  prelate.  Seeker,  in  whofe  tenth  fermon  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing paflage : 

"  Rabii  David  Kimchi,  a  noted  Jewifh  commentator  who  lived  above  five 
Kundred  years  ago,  explains  that  paflage  in  the  firft  P£dm,  His  Uaf  aljo  JbaU 
not  wither^'  from  Rabbins  yet  older  than  himielf,  thus:  That  even  the  idle 
talk  J  fo  he  expfefles  ic,  of  a  good  man  ougbt^to  be  regarded  i  the  mod  fuper- 
fluous  things  he  faith  are  always  of  fome  value.  And  other  ancient  authours 
have  the  fame  phrafe,  nearly  in  the  fame  fenfe.  '* 

Of  one  thing  I  am  certain,  that  confidering  how  hi^y  the  fmall  pordon 
which  we  have  of  the  table-talk  and  other  anecdotes  of  our  celebrated  writers 
is  valued,  and  how  eamefUy  it  is  regretted  that  we  have  not  moce,>  I  am 
juftified  in  preferving  rather  too  many  of  Johnfon's  fayings  dian  too  few; 
e^ecially  as  from  the  diverfity  of  difpofitions  it  cannot  be  known  with  cer- 
tainty beforehand,  whether  what  may  feem  trifling  to  fbme,  and  perhaps  to 
the  colledlor  himfelf,  may  not  be  rnofl  agreeable  to  many  i  and  the  greater 
number  that  an  authour  can  pleafe  in  any  degree,  the  more  pleafure  does  there 

^ie  to  a  benevolent  mind. 

To  thofe  who  are  weak  enough  to  think  this  a  degrading  tafk,  and  the 
tome  and  labour  which  have  been  devoted  to  it  mifcmployed,  I  fhall  content 
myfclf  with  oppofing  the  authority  of  the  greateft  man  of  any  age,  Julius 
CiESAR,  of  whom  Bacon  obferves,  that  "in  his  book  of  Apothegms  which  he 
collected,  we  fee  that  he  efteemed  it  more  honour  to  make  himfelf  but  a  pair 
of  tables,  to  take  the  wife  and  pithy  words  of  others,  than  to  have  every  word 
of  his  own  to  be  made  an  apothegm  or  an  oracle 7." 

Having  faid  thus  much  by  way  of  introdudion,  I  coqimit  the  following^ 
pages  to  the  candour  of  the  publick. 

7  Bacon's  Advancement  of  Learning,  Book  L 
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^  709-  ^  Samuel  Johnson  was  born  at  Lichfield,  in  Staffordfhire,  on  the  1 8th 
of  September,  N.  S.  1709;  and  his  initiation  mto  the  ChrilHan  church  was 
Bot  delayed ;  for  his  baptifm  is  recorded,  in  the  regifter  of  St.  Mary's  parilh 
in  that  city,  to  have  been  performed  on  the  day  of  his  birth :  His  father  is  there 
ftiled  G^ntlemafty  a  circumftance  of  which  an  ignorant  panegyrift  has  praifed 
him  for  not  being  proud  j  when  the  truth  is,  that  the  appellation  of  Gentle- 
man, though  now  loft  in  the  indifcriminate  aflumprion  of  Efquire,  was  com- 
monly taken  by  thofe  who  could  not  boaft  of  gentility.  His  father  was 
Michael  Johnfon,  a  native  of  Derbyfhire,  of  obfcure  extradlion,  who  fettled 
in  Lichfield  as  a  bookfeller  and  ftationen  His  niother  was  Sarah  Ford, 
defcended  of.  an  ancient  race  of  fubftantial  yeomanry  in  Warwickfhire.  They 
were  well  advanced  in  years  when  they  married,  and  never  had  more  than  two 
children,  both  fons ;  Samuel,  their  firft  born,  who  lived  to  be  the  illuftrious 
charafter  whofc  various  excellence  I  am  to  endeavour  to  record,  and 
Nathanael,  who  died  in  his  twenty-fifth  year. 

Mr.  Michael  Johnfon  was  a  man  of  a  large  and  robuft  body,  and  of  a 
flrong  and  aftive  mind  j  yet,  as  in  the  moft  folid  rocks  veins  of  unlbund  fub- 
ftance  are  often  difcovered,  there  was  in  him  a  mixture  of  that  difeafe,  the 
nature  of  which  eludes  the  moft  minute  enquiry,  though  the  effe6ts  are  well 
known  to  be  a  wearinefs  of  life,  an  unconcern  about  thofe  things  which  agitate 
the  greater  part  of  mankind,  and  a  general  fenlation  of  gloomy  wretchednefs. 
From  him  then  his  fon  inherited,  with  fome  other  qualities,  "  a  vile  melan- 
choly," which  in  his  too  ftrong  exprefTion  of  any  difhirbance  of  the  mind> 
^'  made  him  mad  all  his  life,  at  leaft  not  fober.**'  Mtchael  was,  however, 
forced  by  the  narrownefs  of  his  circumftances  to  be  very  diligent  in  bulinefs, 
not  only  in  his  fhop,  but  by  occafionally  reforting  to  feveral  towns  in  the 
neighbourhood,  Ibme  of  which  were  at  a  confiderable  diflance  from  Lichfield. 
At  that  time  bookfellers'  Ihops  in  the  provincial  towns  of  England  were  very 
rare,  fo  that  there  was  not  one  even  in  Birmingham,  in  which  town  old  Mr, 
Johnfon  ufcd  to  open  a  fhop  every  market-day.  He  was  a  pretty  good  Latin 
icholar,  and  a  citizen  fo  creditable  as  to  be  made  one  of  the  magiflrates" 
of  Lichfield ; .  and,  being  a  man  of  good  fenfe,  and  fkill  in  his  trade,  he 
acquired  a  reafbnable  fhare  of  wealth,  of  which  however  he  afterwards  lofl 
the  greateft  part,  by  engaging  unfuccefsfully  in  a  manufafture  of  parchment. 
He  was  a  zealous  high-churchman  and  royalift,  and  retained  his  attachment 
to  the  unfortunate  houfe  of  3tyart,  though  he  reconciled  hiptifelf,  by  cafuiflical 
arguments  of  expediency  and  neceflity,  to  take  the  paths  impofed  by  the  pre- 
vfuling  power. 

*  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  tbe  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  21 3. 
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There  is  a  circumftance  in  his  life  fomewhat  romantick,  but  h  weH 
authenticated,  that  I  Ihall  not  omit  it.  A  young  woman  of  Leek,  in 
StafFordfhire,  while  he  ferred  his  apprenticefhip  there,  conceived  a  violent 
paffion  for  him ;  and  though  it  met  with  no  favourable  return,  followed  him 
to  Lichfield,  where  fhe  took  lodgings  oppolite  to  the  houfe  in  which  he  lived, 
tmd  indulged  her  hopclcfs  flame.  When  he  was  informed  that  it  fo  preyed 
tipon  her  mind  that  her  life  was  in  danger,  he  with  a  generous  humanity  went 
to  her  and  offered  to  marry  her,  but  it  was  then  too  late :  Her  vital  power 
was  exhaufted;  ami  flie  aftually  exhibited  one  of  the  very  rare  infbuKes  of 
dpng  fof  love.  She  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  of  LichfieH  j  and  he,  with. 
a  tender  regard,,  placed  a  ftone  over  her  grave  with  this  infcription  i 

Here  lies  the  body  of 

Mrs.  £li2abbt*h  Blakey,  a  ftrangen 

She  departed  this  life 

20  of  September,  1694* 

Johnfoii*s  m.odier  Was  a  woman  of  diftinguifhed  underilanding.  I  afted 
Iu3  old  fchool-feltew  Mn  Heftor,  furgeon,  of  Birmingham,  if  (he  was  not 
vain  of  her  fon.  He  faid,  "  fhe  had  too  much  good  fcn(e  to  be  vain,  but 
Ihe  knew  her  fon's  value/'  Her  piety  was  not  inferiour  to  her  underftand- 
ing;  and  to  her  muft  be  afcribed  thofe  early  imprellions  of  religion  upon  the 
mind  of  her  fon,  from  which  the  World  afterwards  derived  fo  much  benefit* 
He  told  me,  that  he  remembered  diffinftly  having  had  the  firft  notice  of 
Heaven  *'  a  place  to  which  good  people  went,'*  and  Hell  *^  a  place  to 
which  bad  people  went,"  communicated  to  him  by  her,  when  a  little 
child  in  bed  with  her;  and  that  it  might  be  the  better  fixed  in  hig 
memory,  fhe  fent  him  to  repeat  it  to  Thomas  Jackfbn,  their  man-fervant* 
He  not  being  in  the  way,  this  was  not  done  j  but  there  was  no  occafion  for 
any  artificial  aid  for  its  prefervation*  '  ' 

In  following  fo  very  eminent  a  man  from  his  cradle  to  his  grave,  every 
minute  particular,  wljich  can  throw  light  on  the  progrefs  of  his  mind,  is  inte- 
refting.  That  he  was  remarkable^  evcii  in  his  earlieft  years,  may  cafily  be 
fuppofed;  for  to  ufe  his  own  wojds  in  his  Life  of  Sydenham,  **  That  the 
ftrengthof  his  undcrftandiuig,  the  accuracy  pf  his  jdifcemment,  and  ariour 
of  his  curiofity,  might  have  been  remarked  from  his  infency,  by  a  diligent 
obferver,  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt.    For,  there  is  no  inftance  of  any  man, 
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>7>«'  whofe  hiftoiy  has  been  minutely  related^  that  did  not  in  every  part  of  life 
JEut.  3.    difcover  the  lame  proportion  of  intelle£hial  vigour." 

In  all  fuch  inveftigations  it  is  certainly  unwife  to  pay  too  much  attendon^ 
to  incidents  which  the  credulous  relate  with  eager  iatis&dionj  and  die  more 
fcrupulous  or  witty  enquirer  conliders  only  as  topicks  of  ridicule :  Yet  there 
is  a  traditional  ftory  of  the  infant  Hercules  of  toryilin,  fo  curioufly  charac- 
feriftick,  that  I  fhall  not  withhold  it.  It  was  communicated  to  me  in  a 
letter  from  Mils  Mary  Adye,  of  Lichfield. 

^*  When  Dr.  Sacheverel  was  at  Lichfield,  Johnfon  was  not  quite  three 
years  old.  My  grandfather  Hammond  obferved  him  at  the  cathedral  perched 
upon  his  father's  Ihoulders^  li0:ening>  and  gaping  at  the  much,  celebrated 
preacher.  Mr.  Hammond  alked  Mr.  Johnlbn  how  he  could  poffibly  think 
of  bringing  fuch  an  infant  to  church,  and  in  the  midft  of  fo  great  a  croud.. 
He  anlwercd>  becaufe  it  was  impolfible  to  keep  him  at  home ;  for,  young  as. 
he  was,  he  believed  he  had  caught  the  publick  Ipirit  and  zeal  for  Sacheverel,. 
and  would  have  ftaid  for  cv^t  in  the  church,  latisfied  with  beholding  hinrL" 

Nor  can  I  omit  a  litde  inltance  of  that  jealous  indlependence  of  Ipirit,  and* 
impetuofity  of  temper,  which  never  fbrfook  him.  The  fad:  was  acknow- 
ledged to  me  by  himfelf)  upon  the  authority  of  his  mother.  One  day,  when 
the  fervant  who  ufed  to  be  lent  to  Ichool  to  condu6t  him  home,  had  not 
come  in.  time^  he  fet  out  by  himlelf^  thou^he  was  then^fonear-lighted^thathe 
was  obliged  to  ftoop  down  on  his  hands  and  knees  to  take  a  view  of  the 
kennel  before  he  ventured  to  ftep  over  it.  His  fchoolmiftrcfs,  afi^d  that  he 
might  mils  his  way,,  or  fall  into  the  kennel,  or  be  run  over  by  a  cart,  followed 
him  at  Ibme  diftance.  He  happened  to  turn  about  and  perceive  her.  Feel- 
ing her  careful  attention  as  an  inlult  to  his  manlinels,  he  ran  back  to  her  in 
a  rage,  and  beat  her,  as  well  as  Ws  llrength  would  permit.. 

Of  the  ftrength  of  his  mcmory>,  for  which  he  was  all  his  life  eminenr  to  a* 
diegree  almoft  incredible,  the  following  early  inftance  was  told  me  in  his 
prefence  at  Lichfield,  in  1776,  by  his  ftep-daughter,.  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  as 
related  to  her  by  his  mother.  When  he  was  a  child  in  petticoats,  and  had 
learnt  to  read,  Mrs.  Johnfon  one  morning  put  the  conimon  prayer-book  into 
his  hands,  pointed  to  the  coUedt  for  the  day,  and  faid,  <'  Sai^n,  you  mull  get 
this  by  heart."  She  went  up  ftairs^  leaving  him.  to  ftudy  it :.  But  by  the 
tinoie  flie  had^  reached  the  fecond  floor,  Ihe  heard  him  following  her.  "  What's 
the  matter  ?"  feid  Ihe.  "I  can  lay  it,"  he  replied ;  and  repeated  it  diftin(5Uy,, 
though  be  could  not  have  read  it  over  more  than  twice. 
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But  there  has  been  another  ftory  of  his  in&nt  precocity  generally  circulated, 
and  generally  believed,  the  truth  of  which  I  am  to  refute  upon  his  own 
authority*  It  is  told^  that,  when  a  child  of  three  years  old,  he  chanced  to 
tread  upon  a  duckling,  the  eleventh  of  a  brood,  and  killed  it;  upon  which, 
it  is  faid,  he  dieted  to  his  mother  the  fbUowing  epitaph : 

^<  Here  lies  good  mafter  duck. 

Whom  Samuel  Johnfon  trod  on ; 
If  it  had  liv'd,  it  had  been  good  luck. 

For  then  we'd  had  an  odd  one.'* 

There  is  furely  internal  evidence  that  this  little  compofition  combines  in  ic, 
what  no  child  of  three  years  old  could  produce,  without  an  extenfion  of 
its  faculties  by  immediate  infpiradon ;  yet  Mrs,  Lucy  Porter,  Dr.  Johnfon's 
ftep-daughter,  pofitively  maintained  to  me,  in  his  prefence^  that  there  could 
be  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  this  anecdote^  for  (he  had  heard  it  from  hii 
mother.  So  difficult  is  it  to  obtain  an  authentick  relation  of  fa^by  and  fuch 
authority  may  there  be  for  errour  5  for  he  allured  me,  that  his  fiither  madtf 
the  verles,  and  wifhed  to  pais  them  for  his  child's.  He  added,  ^^  my  fiuher 
was  a  fooliih  old  man;  that  is  to  lay,  foolilh  in  talking  of  his  children*/' 

Young  Johnfon  had  the  misfortune  to  be  much  afilided  with  the  forophula, 
or  king's  evil,  which  disfigured  a  countenance  naturally  well  formed,  and 

*  Anecdotes  of  Dr,  Johnfon  by  Hefter  Lynch  Piozzi^  p«  ii.-*Lifc  of  Dr,  Johnfon  by  Sir 
John  Hawkins,  p.  6* 

*  This  anecdote  of  the  duck,  thoogh  difprovtd  by  internal  and  external  evidence,  has  ne7er« 
AefeTs,  opon  fuppofition  of  its  truths  been  made  the  foundation  of  the  foOowing  ingenious  and 
fanciful  reflexions  by  Mifi  Seward,  amongft  the  -conironniGadoiiB  conccratng  Dr.  Johnfon  with 
which  ihe  has  been  pleafed  to  favour  me»— ^  Thefe  infant  nimben  oontasn  the  feeds  of  thofe 
propenfities  which  thiooj^  his  life  fo  ftrongly  maxked  his  chaniAer,  of  that  poetick  talent  which 
afterwards  bore  fuch  rich  and  plentifal  fruits.;  for,  excepting  hia  orthogr^ihick  woiks,  every 
tbiog  which  Br.  Johnfon  wrote  was  Poetry,  whofe  eflence  confifts  not  in  numbers,  or  in  jin^^ 
but  in  the  ftiengfh  and  g^w  of  a  fimoy,  to  which  al  the  ftores  of  nature  and  of  art  ^uxl  in 
prompt  adminiftration;  and  in- an^doqucnoe  which  cohvqrs  their  hlcDded  illnftiations  in  a  lao* 
guag^  «  more  tuneable  than  needs  or-riiyme  4n  verfe  to  add  more  harmony.* 

**  The  above  little  verfes  alfo  (hew  that  fqperftitioos  bias  which  *  grew  with  las  growth,  and 
ftrengtbened  with  hb  ftrength,'  and  of  hte  years  particulariy  injured  his  happineft,  by  prefenting; 
to  him  the  gloomy  fide  of  religion,  ntther  than  that  bri^t  said  cheering  one  which  gilds  the  period 
of  clofing  life,  widi  the  light  of  pious  hope.'* 

This  is  £>  beautifully  imagined,  that  I  would  not  fupptdsit.  But,  like  many  other  theories, 
it  it  deduced  from  a  fuppofed  faA,  which  is,  indeed,  a  fidion. 

C  a  hurt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tz  THE    LIFE    OF    DR-    JOHNSON. 

hurt  his  viflial  nerves  fo  much,  that  he  did  not  lee  at  all  with  one  of  his  eyes, 
though  its  appearance  was  little  different  from  that  of  the  other.  There  is 
amongft  his  prayers,  one  infcribed  *^  ffl^en  my  eye  woi  refiored  to  its  uf€\'* 
which  afcertains  a  defeft  that  many  of  his  friends  knew  he  had,  though 
I  never  perceived  it.  I  fuppofcd  him  to  be  onty  near-lighted  y  and  indeed 
I  muft  obferve,  that  in  no  other  refpeft  could  I  difcern  any  defedk  in 
his  vifion  j  on  the  contrary,  the  iforcc  of  his  attention  and  perceptive  quick- 
nefs  made  him  fee  and  diflinguifh  all  manner  of  objedbs,  whetiier  of  nature 
or  of  art,  with  a  nicety  that  is  rarely  to  be  found.  When  he  and  I  were 
travelling  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  I  pointed  out  to  him  a  moun- 
tain which  I  obferved  rfefembled  a  cone,  he  correfted  my  inaccuracy  by 
fliewing  me,  that  it  was  indeed  pointed  at  the  top,  but  that  one  fide  of  it 
was  larger  than  the  other.  And  the  ladies  with  whom  he  was  acquainted 
agree,  that  no  man  was  more  nicely  and  minutely  critical  in  the  elegance  of 
female  drefs.  When  I  found  that  he  (aw  the  romantick  beauties  of  Iflam, 
in  Derbyfhire,  much  better  than  I  did,  I  told  him  that  he  refembled 
an  able  performer  upon  a  bad  inftrument.  How  falfe  and  contemp- 
tible then  are  all  the  remarks  which  have  been  made  to  the  prejudice 
either  of  his  candour  or  of  his  philofophy,  funded  upon  a  fuppofition  that 
he  was  almoft  blind.  It  has  been  faid,  that  he  comraded  diis  grievous 
malady  from  his  nurfe.  His  mother  yielding  to  the  fuperftitious  notion, 
which,  it  is  wondcrfol  to  think,  prevailed  fo  long  in  this  country,  as  to  the 
virtue  of  the  regal  touch  $  a  notion,  which  our  kings  encouraged,  and  to 
which  a  man  of  fuch  inqtriry  and  fuch  judgement  as  Carte  could  give  credit; 
carried  him  to  London,  where  he  was  adbually  touched  by  Queen  Anne* 
Mrs.  Johnfon  indeed,  as  Mr.  Hedtor  informed  me,  afted  by  the  advice  of  the 
celebrated  Sir  John  Floyer,  then  a  phyfician  in  Lichfield.  Johnfon  ufod  ta 
talk  ctf"  this  very  frankly ;  and  Mrs.  Piozzi  has  prefcrved  his  very  pifturefque 
defcription  of  the  fcene,  as  it  remained  upon  his  fancy.  Beii^  afked  if  he 
could  remember  Queen  Anne,  *^  He  had  (he  faid)  a  confufcd,  but  fomehow 
a  fort  of  folemn  recolkdion  of  a  lady  in  diamonds,  and  a  long  black  hood  \'* 
This  touch,  however,  was  without  any  effed.  I  ventured  to  fay  to  him,  in 
allulion  to  the  political  principles  in  which  he  was  educated,  and  of  which  he 
ever  retained  fome  odour,  that  *'  his  mother  had  not  carried  him  far  enough  j 
flie  Ihould  have  taken  him  to  Rome/' 

He  was  firft  taught  to  read  Engliih  by  Dame  Oliver,  a  widow,  who  kept 
a  fohool  for  young  children  in  Lichfield.     He  told  me  fhe  could  read  the 

^  Prayen  and  Mediutions,  p.  27.  ^  Anecdotes,  p.  lo. 
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black  letter^  and  aflced  him  to  borrow  for  her,  from  his  father,  a  bible  in 
that  charafter.  When  he  was  goings  to  Oxford^  fhe  came  to  take  leave  of 
faim>  brought  him,  in  the  fimplicity  of  her  kmdnefs,  a  prefent  of  ginger- 
bread, and  iaid  he  was  the  beft  fcholar  fhe  had  erer  had.  He  delighted  in 
mentioning  this  early  compliment;  adding,  with  a  fihile,  that  ^'  this  was  as 
high  a  proof  of  his  merit  as  he  could  conceive/'  His  next  inflrufbor  in 
Engliib  was  a  mafler,  whom,  when  he  fpoke  of  him  to  me,  he  fami* 
liarly  called  Tom  Brown,  who,  faid  he,  <<  publifhed  a  filing-book,,  and 
dedicated  it  to  the  Universe  j — but^  I  fear^  no  copy  of  it  can  now  be 
had." 

He  began  to  leam  Latin  with  Mr.  Hawkins,  ufher,  or  under-mafter  oi 
Lichfield  ichool,  ^  a  man  (faid  he)  very  Ikilfiil  in  his  little  way."  With 
him  he  continued  two  years,  and  theji  rofe  to  be  under  the  care  of  Mr, 
Hunter  the  head-mafter,  who,  according  to  his  account,  "  was  very  Icver^ 
and  wrong-headedly  fevere.  He  ufed  (&d  he)  to  beat  us  unmercifully  $  and 
he  did  not  diflinguiih  between  ignorance  and  negligence  1  for  he  woiOd  beat 
a  boy  equally  for  not  knowing  a  thing,  as  for  negieding  to  know  it.  He 
would  aik  a  boy  a  quefliofti  and  if  he  did  not  anfwer  it,  he  would  beat 
him,  without  confidering  whether  he  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  how 
to  anfwer  it.  For  infbance>  he  would  call  up  a  boy  and  afk  him  Latin  for  a, 
candleflick,  which  the  boy  could  not  expeft  to  be  alked.  Now,  Sir,  if  a 
boy  could  anfwer  every  queflion^  there  would  be  no  need  of  a  mafier  to 
teach  him.*^ 

It  is,  however,  but  juflice  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Hunter  to  mention,  that 
though  he  might  err  in  being  too  fevcre,  the  fchool  of  Lichfield  was  very 
relpeftable  in  his  time.  The  late  Dr.  Taylor,  Prebendary  of  Weflnainfler, 
who  was  educated  under  him,  told  me,  that  he  was  an  exeellent  mafler,,  and 
that  his  ufhers  were  mofl  of  them  men  of  Vminence  -,  x^t  Holbrook,  ooe  of 
the  mofl  ingenious  men>  beft  fcholars,  and  beft  preachers  of  his  age,  was 
ufher  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  time  that  Johnfgn  was  at  fchooL  Then 
came  Hague,  of  whom  as  much  might  be  faid,  with  the  addition  that  he  was 
an  elegant  poet.  Hague  was  fucceeded  by  Green,  afterwards  Bifhop  of 
Lincoln,  whofe  chara&er  in  the  learned  world  is  well  known.  In  the  &me 
form  with  Johnfbn  was  Congreve,,  who  afterwards  became  chaplain  to  Arch- 
bifhop  Boulter,  and  by  that  conne&ion  obtained  good  preferment  in  Ireland 
•He  was  a  younger  fon  of  the  ancient  family  of  Congreve,  in  Staffordihire,  of 
which  the  poet  was  a  branch.    His  brother  foM  the  eftate.    There  was  alfo 
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Lowe,  afterwards  Canon  of  Windfor ;  who  was  tutor  to  the  prefent  Marquis 
Townfliend,  and  his  brother  Charles* 

Indeed  Johnfon  was  very  fenfible  how  much  he  owed  to  Mr.  Hunter. 
Mr.  Langton  one  day  afked  him  how  he  had  acquired  fo  accurate  a  know^ 
ledge  of  Latin,  in  which,  I  believe,  he  was  exceeded  by  no  man  of  his 
time ',  he  laid,  "  My  mafter  whipt  me  very  well.  Without  that,  Sir,  I 
(hould  have  done  nothing."  He  told  Mr.  Langton,  that  while  Hunter  was 
flogging  his  boys  unmercifully,  he  liled  to  fay,  '<  And  this  I  do  to  fave  you 
from  the  gallows,"  Johnibn,  upon  all  occafions,  exprefied  his  approbation 
of  enforcing  in(iru£tion  by  means  of  the  rod.  "  I  would  rather  (faid  he) 
have  the  rod  to  be  the  general  terrour  to  all,  to  make  them  learn,  than  tell  a 
child,  if  you  do  thus,  or  thus,  you  will  be  more  efteemed  than  your  brothers 
or  filters.  The  rod  produces  an  efFeft  which  terminates  in  itfelf.  A  child  is 
afraid  of  being  whipped,  and  gets  his  talk,  and  there's  an  end  on*t ;  whereas, 
by  exciting  emulation  and  companions  of  luperiority,  you  lay  the  foundation 
of  lalHng -mifchief ;  you  make  brothers  and  lifters  hate  each  other." 

Mr.  Langton  told  cne,  that  when  Johnibn  faw  fbme  young  ladies  in  Lin-- 
colnfhire  who  were  remarkably  weU  behaved,  •wing  to  their  mother's  &n&. 
difcipline  and  fevere  correftion,  he  exclaimed,  in  one  (^  Shakfpeare's  lines 
a  little  varied,  ^^  i^^,  I  will  honour  thee  for  this  thy  duty." 

That  Hiperiority  over  his  fellows,  which  he  maintained  with  fo  much  dig- 
nity in  his  march  through  Ufe,  was  not  afTumed  torn  vanity  and  ofbentation, 
but  was  the  natural  and  conftant  efFeft  of  thofe  extraordinary  powers  of  mmd, 
of  which  he  could  not  but  be  confcious  by  comparilbn  ;  the  intellefbual 
difierence,  which  in  other  cafes  of  comparifon  of  charafters  is  often  a  matter 
of  undecided  conteft,  being  as  clear  in  his  cafe  as  the  fuperiority  of  fbature 
in  Ibme  men  above  others.  Johnfon  did  not  fbiit  or  ftand  on  tip-toe :  He 
only  did  not  ftoop.  From  his  earlicft  years,  his  fuperiority  was  perceived 
and  acknowledged.  He  was  from  the  beginning  Av»^  Av^pwv,  a  king  of  men. 
His  IchooHellow,  Mr.  Hedtor,  has  obligingly  fumilhed  me  with  many  par- 
ticulars of  his  boyifh  days;  and  affured  me,  that  he  never  knew  him 
corredted  at  fchool,  but  for  talking  and  diverting  other  boys  from  their 
bufinefs.  He  feemed  to  leam  by  intuition ;  for  though  indolence  and  pro- 
craftination  were  inherent  in  his  conftitution,  whenever  he  made  an  exertion 
he  did  more  than  any  one  elfe.  In  fhort,  he  is  a  memorable  infbence  of 
what  has  been  ofben  obferved,  that  the  boy  is  the  man  in  miniature ;  and 
that  the  diftinguifhing  charafterifticks  of  each  individual  are  the  fame,  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  life^    His  favourites  ufed  to  receive-very  liberal  affiftance 
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fix>m  him ;  and  fuch  was  the  lubmiiTion  and'  deference  widi  which  he  was 
treated^  fuch  the  defire  to  obtain  his  regard,  that  three  of  the  boys,  of  whom 
Mr.  Heftor  was  (bmetimes  one>  ufed  to  come  in  the  morning  as  his  humble 
attendants,  and  cany  him  to  (chooL  One  in  the  middle  ftooped,  while  he 
£u:  upon  his  back,  and  one  on  each  fide  fiipported  him ;  and  thus  he  was 
borne  triumphant^  Such  a  proof  of  the  early  predominance  of  intelledwd 
▼igDur  is  very  renoarkable,  and  does  honour  to  human  nature.  Talking  to 
me  once  himfelf  of  his  being  much  diftinguiA^ed  at  fchool,  he  ^Id  me^ 
<'  they  never  thought  to  raife  me  by  comparing  me  to  any  one ;  they  never 
laid,  Johnfon  is  as  good  a  fchokr  as  fuch  a  one ;  but  fuch  a  one  is  as  good  a 
fcholar  as  Johnfon ;  and  this  was  laid  but  of  one,  but  of  Lowe  i  and  I  do 
not  think  he  was  as  good  a  fcholar." 

He  difcovered  a  great  ambition  to  excel,  which  rouled  him  to  counteraft 
his  indolence.  He  was  uncommonly  inquifidve ;  and  his  nnemory  was  fb 
tenacious,  that  he  never  forgot  any  thing  that  he  either  heard  or  read.  Mr. 
Hedor  remembers  having  recited  to  him  eighteen  verles,  which,  after  a  litde 
paule,  he  repeated  verbmim,  varying  only  one  epithet>  by  wUch  he  improved 
the  line. 

He  never  joined  with  the  other  boys  in  their  ordinary  diverfions>  his  only 
amuiement  was  in  winter,  when  he  took  a  pleafure  in  being  drawn  upon  the 
ice  by  a  boy  barefooted,  who  pulled  him  along  by  a  garter  fixed  round  him  i 
no  very  eafy  operation,  as  his  fize  was  remarkably  large.  His  defective 
fight,  indeed,  prevented  him  ftom  enjoying  the  common  jports  j  and  he  once 
pleafantly  remarked  to  me,  how  wonderfully  well  he  had  contrived  to  be 
idle  without  them.  Lord  Chefterfield*  however>  has  juftly  obferved  in  one 
of  his  letters^  when  eameftly  cautioning  a  friend  againft  the  pernicious  effects 
of  idlenels,  that  aftive  Iports  are  not  to  be  reckoned  idlenels  in  young 
people  ^  and  that  the  liitleis  torpor  of  doing  nothings  alone  deferves  that 
name.  Of  this  difinal  inertnef^  of  diipofition,  Johnfon  had  all  his  life  too 
great  a  Ihare.  Mr.  Hedlor  relates,  that  "  he  could  not  oblige  him  more  than 
by  fauntering  away  the  hours  of  vacation  in  the  fields,  during  which  he  was 
more  engaged  in  talking  to  himfelf  than  to  his  companion." 

Dr.  Percy,  the  Bifiiop  of  Dromore,  who  was  long  intimately  acquainted 
with  him,  and  has  preferved  a  few  anecdotes  concerning  him^  regretting  that 
he  was  not  a  more  diligent  coUeAor,  informs  me,  that  '^  when  a  boy  he  was 
immoderately  fond  of  reading  romances  of  chivalry,  and  he  retained  lus  fond* 
oefs  for  them  through  life;  fb  that  (adds  his  Lordfhip)  fpending  part  of  a 
fiimmer  at  my  parfonage-houfe  in  the  country^  he  chofe  for  his  regular  read-^ 
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1 7* J-  ing  the  old  Sparafli  romance  of  Felixmartb  of  Hircanta,  in  folio,  which  he 
iEtat  1 6.  ^^  quite  through.  Yet  I  have  heard  him  attribute  to  thefe  extravagant 
fiftions,  that  unfcttlcd  turn  of  mind  which  prevented  his  ever  fixing  in  any 
profeflion." 

After  hiving  refided  for  fome  time  at  the  houfe  of  his  uncle,  Cor- 
nelios  Ford,  Johnfon  was,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  removed  to  the  fchool  of 
Stourbridge,  in  Worcefterfliire,  of  which  Mr.  Wentworth  was  then  mafter. 
'  This  ftep  was  taken  by  the  advice  of  his  coufin,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Ford,  a 
man  in  whom  both  talents  and  good  dilpofirions  were  diigraced  by  licen* 
tioufnefs*,  but  who  was  a  very  able  judge  of  what  was  right.  At  this  fchool 
he  did  not  receive  fo  much  benefit  as  was  cxpefted.  It  has  been  faid,  that 
he  a6ted  in  the  capacity  of  an  afliftant  to  Mr.  Wentworth,  in  teaching  the 
younger  boys.  **  Mr.  Wentworth  (he  told  me)  was  a  very  able  man,  but 
an  idle  man,  and  to  me  very  levere ;  but  I  cannot  blame  him  much.  I  was 
then  a  big  boy ;  he  faw  I  did  not  reverence  him ;  and  that  he  fliould  get  no 
honour  by  me.  I  had  brought  enough  with  me,  to  carry  me  through ;  and 
all  I  (hould  get  at  his  fchool  would  be  afcribed  to  my  own  labour,  or  to  my 
former  mafter.     Yet  he  taught  me  a  great  deal/' 

He  thus  difcriminated,  to  Dr.  Percy,  Bilhop  of  Dromore,  his  progrefs  at 
his  two  grammar-fchools.  '^  At  one,  I  learnt  much  in  the  fchool,  but  little 
from  the  matters  in  the  other,  I  learnt  much  from  the  mafter,  but  little  in 
the  fchool." 

The  Bilhop  alfo  informs  me,  that  "  Dn  Johnfon*s  father,  before  he  was 
received  at  Stourbridge,  applied  to  have  him  admitted  as  a  fcholar  and  afliftant 
to  the  Reverend  Samuel  Lea,  M.  A.  head  mafter  of  Newport  fchool,  in 
Shropfhire,  (a  very  diligent  good  teacher,  at  that  time  in  high  reputation^ 
under  whom  Mr.  Hollis  is  faid,  in  the  Memoirs  of  his  Life,  to  have  been 
alfo  educated*).  This  application  to  Mr.  Lea  was  not  fuccefsful;  but 
Johnfon  had  afterwards  the  gratification  to  hear  that  the  old  gendeman,  who 
lived  to  a  very  advanced  age,  mentioned  it  as  one  of  the  moft  memorable  events 
of  his  life,  that  "  he  was  very  near  having  that  great  man  for  his  fcholar.'* 

He  remained  at  Stour^)ridge  litde  more  than  a  year,  and  then  returned 
home,  where  he  may  be  faid  to  have  loitered,  for  two  years,  in  a  ftatc  very 
unworthy  his  uncommon  abilities.  He  had  already  given  feveral  proofs  of 
his  poetical  genius,    both  in  his  fchooKexercifes  and  in  other   occafional 

«  He  is  faid  to  be  the  original  of  the  parfon  in  Hogarth's  Modem  Midloight  Convtrfation. 
'  As  was  likewife  the  Bifhop  of  Dromote  many  years  afterwaidt. 
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compofidons.  Of  thcfe  I  have  obtained  a  confiderablc  collcftion,  by  the 
favour  of  Mr.  Wcntworth,  fon  of  one  of  his  mafters,  and  of  Mr.  Heftor, 
his  fchoolfellow  and  fiiendi  from  which  I  felcft  the  following  fpecimens : 

Tranjlation  of  VikoiL*     Pafierat  L 

M£LIB/£US. 

NOW,  Tityras,  you,  fupine  and  carelefs  Imd, 
Play  on  your  pipe  beneath  this  beechen  (hade ; 
While  wretched  we  about  the  world  muft  roannr, 
And  leave  our  pleafing  fields  and  native  home. 
Here  at  your  eafe  you  fing  your  amorous  flame. 
And  the  wood  rings  with  Amafillis*  name. 

T  I  T  Y  R  u  ». 
Thofe  bleflings,  friend,  a  deity  beftowM, 
For  I  (hall  never  think  him  le(s  than  God  \ 
0(t  on  his  altar  (hall  my  firftlings  lie. 
Their  blood  the  confecrated  (tones  (hall  dye : 
He  gave  my  flocks  to  graze  the  flowery  meads^ 
And  me  to  tune  at  eafe  th*  unequal  reeds. 

MBLlBiSUS. 

My  admiradon  only  I  cxpreft, 
(No  (park  of  envy  harbours  in  my  breaft) 
That  when  confiiflon  o'er  the  country  reigns^ 
To  you  alone  this  happy  (tatc  remains. 
Here  I,  though  faint  myfeU^  muft  drive  my  goat^ 
Far  from  their  antient  fields  and  humble  cots« 
This  (carce  I  lead,  who  left  on  yonder  rock 
Two  tender  kids,  die  ho{)es  of  all  the  flock* 
Had  we  not  been  perver(e  and  carelels  grpwnj 
This  dire  event  by  omens  was  fore(hown  j .         ^ 
Our  trees  were  blafted  by  the  thunder  ftrokej 
And  left-hand  crows,  from  an  old  hollow  oak^ 
Foretold  the  coming  evil  by  their  dKhial  croak* 
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•    J^ranflaiion  of  Horace,   Book  L   Ode  xxii. 

THE  man,  my  friend,  whofc  confcious  heart 
'    With  virtue's  facrcd  ardour  glows. 
Nor  taints  ivith  death  the.envenom'd  dart. 
Nor  needs  the  guard  of  Mooriih  bows : 

Though  Scythia*s  icy  clifFs  he  treads. 
Or  horrid  Africk's  faithlefi  lands  i 

Or  where  the  fam'd  Hydaipes  (preads 
His  liquid  wealth  o'ier  barbarous  lands. 

For  while  by  Chloe*s  image  charmed. 
Too  far  in  Sabine  woods  I  ftray*di 

Me.  finging,  carele&  and  xmarm'd> 
A  grizly  wolf  forprifed,  and  fled. 

No  favage  more  portentous  ftain'd 
Apulia's  ipacious  wilds  with  gore^ 

None  fiercer  Juba's  thirfly  land. 
Dire  nurle  of  raging  lions,  bore. 

Place  me  where  no  foft  fummer  gale 
Among  the  qmvering  branches  fighs  ^ 

Where  clouds  condensed  for  ever  veil 
With  horrid  ^oom  the  frowning  fkics  : 

Place  vtit  beneath  the  burning  line, 

A  clime  deiiy*4  to  human  race , 
ril  fing  of  Chlpe's  charms  divine. 

Her  heavenly  Voice,  and  beauteous  fece. 


Tranflation  of  Horace,   Book  II.   Ode  ix. 

CLOUDS  do  not  always  wil  die  ikies. 
Nor  fhowers  imn^eiife  the  vcrdam  plain  j 

Nor  do  the  hiiows  always  rife. 
Or  {torms  afflifttfie  ruffled  main. 
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Nor,  Valgius,  on  th*  Anncnian  Ihores 

Do  the  chainy  waters  always  freeze  i 
Not  always  furious  Boreas  roar^ 

Or  bends  with  violent  force  die  trees. 

But  you  are  ever  drown'd  in  tears. 

For  Myftes  dead  you  ever  mourn ; 
No  fetting  Sol  can  eafe  your  care. 

But  fihds  you  fad  at  his  return. 

The  wife  experiencM  Grecian  fage, 

Mourn'd  not  Antilochus  fo  long  ; 
Nor  did  King  Priam's  hoary  age 

So  much  lament  his  flaughter'd  fon* 

Leave  off,  at  length,  thefe  woman's  figjks, 

Auguftus'  numerous  trophies  ling  i 
l^epeat  that  prince's  viftories. 

To  whom  all  nadons  tribute  brings 

Niphates  rolls  an  humbler  wave. 

At  length  the  undaunted  Scythian  yields 
Content  to  live  die  Romans'  flave. 

And  fcarce  forfakes  his  native  fields* 

l^rat^tion  of  part  of  the  Dialogue  betwun  Hector  im^  Anoromachs; 
from  the  Jixth  Book  of  Homeh^s  ItiAD. 

SHE  ceas'd;  then  godlike  Hedtor  anfwer'd  kind,*p^ 
(His  various  plumage  fporting  in  the  wind) 
That  poll,  and  all  the  reft,  ihall  be  my  care  ^ 
But  ihall  I,  then,  foriake  the  unfiniih'd  war  ? 
How  would  the  Trojans  brand  great  Heftor's  name ! 
And  one  bafe  a£tion  luUy  all  my  fame;,. 
Acquired  by  wounds,  and  battles  bravely  fought ! 
Oh !  how  my  Ibul  abhors  fo  mean  a  thought. 
Long  fince  I  leam'd  to  flight  this  fleeting  breath. 
And  view  with  cheerful  eyes  approaching  death. 
The  inexorable  fifters  have  decreed 
That  Priam's  houfe,  and  Priam's  felf  fliall  bleed: 
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The  day  will  come^  in  which  proud  Troy  Ihall  yield> 

And  ipread  its  fmoking  ruins  o*er  the  fiekL 

Yet  Hecuba's,  nor  Priam's  hoary  age. 

Whole  blood  fhall  quench  Ibme  Greqian's  thirfty  rage^ 

Nor  my  brave  brothers,  that  have  bit  the  ground. 

Their  fouls  difmilsM  through  many  a  ghaftly  woun4» 

Can  in  my  boibm  half  that  grief  create. 

As  the  fad  thought  of  your  impending  i^e : 

When  fome  proud  Grecian  dame  (hall  taflcs  impo^ 

Mimick  your  tears,  and  ridicule  your  woes ; 

Beneath  Hyperia's  waters  Ihall  you  fweat. 

And,  fainting,  fcarce  fupport  the  liquid  weight : 

Then  Ihall  fome  Argive  loud  infulting  cry. 

Behold  the  wife  of  Heftor,  guard  of  Troy ! 

Tears,  at  my  name,  Ihall  drown  thpfe  beauteous  eyes/ 

And  that  fair  bofbm  heave  with  rifing  (ighs ! 

Before  that  day,  by  fome  brave  hero's  hand. 

May  I  lie  flain,  and  Ipum  the  bloody  iand ! 

To  a  Young  Lady  en  bcr  BIrth-Day*. 

THIS  tributary  verfc  receive,  my  fair. 
Warm  with  an  ardent  lover's  fondeft  pray'r,. 
May  this  returning  day  for  ever  find 
Thy  form  more  lovely,  more  adom'd  thy  mind; 
AD  pains,  all  cares,  may  &vouring  heav'n  remove^ 
All  but  the  iwect  ibUcitudes  of  love ! 
May  powerful  nature  join  with  grate&I  art. 
To  point  each  glance,  and  force  it  to  die  heart ! 
0  then,  when  conqiier'd  crouds  confefs  thy  iway. 
When  even  proud  wealth  and  proudef  wit  obey. 
My  fair,  be  mindful  of  the  mighty  truft, 
Alas !  'tis  hard  for  beauty  to  be  juft. 
Thole  ibvereign  charms  with  ffaiAefl  care  employ  i 
Nor  give  the  generous  pain,  the  worthlefs  joy : 
With  his  own  form  acqusuot  the  forward  fbol^ 
Shewn  in  the  faithful  glais  of  ridicule  i 

*  Mr.  Hcfior  infonns  me,  tbat  thii  wit  made  almoft  imfrm^  ia  Ui  pi^Aace. 
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Teach  mimklc  cenflire  her  own  faults  to  find^ 
No  more  let  coquets  to  themfeives  be  blind^ 
So  Ihall  Belinda's  chanms  improve  mankind. 

The  Youno  Authour\ 


} 


WHEN  firft  the  peafant,  long  IncKn'd  to  roam, 
Forlakes  his  rural  iports  and  peaceful  home> 
Pleas'd  with  the  fcene  the  fmiling  ocean  yields. 
He  fcorns  the  verdant  meads  and  flow'ry  fields  $ 
Then  dances  jocund  o'er  the  watery  way> 
While  the  breeze  whiipers,  and  the  ftreamers  play  t 
Unbounded  proipefts  in  lus  bofom  roll. 
And  future  millions  lift  his  riling  foul ; 
In  blifsful  dreams  he  digs  the  golden  miur^ 
And  raptur'd  fees  die  new-found  ruby  fluncM 
Joys  infincere !  thick,  clouds  invade  the  fkies^ 
Loud  roar  the  billows^  high  the  waves  arife ; 
Sickening  with  &ar^  he  longs  to  view,  the  fhore,. 
And  vows  to  truft  die  ^thleis  deep  no  more. 
So  the  young  Authour>  panting  after  &me> 
And  the  long  honours  of  a  lading  name^ 
Entrufts  his  happinefs  to  human  kind> 
More  falfe,  more  cruel,  than  the  leas  or  wmd. 
*^  Toil  on,  dull  croud,  iaextacies  he  cries. 
For  wealth  or  title,  perilbable  prize yr 
While  I  thoie  tranfitory  blefling^  icom. 
Secure  of  praile  fiiom  ages  yet  unBbm." 
This  thought  once  fbrm'd,  all  counfel  comes  too  late. 
He  flies  to  preis,  and  hurries  on  his  fiite; 
Swiftly  he  fees  the  ima^'d  laurels  ipread. 
And  feels  the  unfading  wreadi  iurround  his  head. 
Wam'd  by  another's  fate^  vwi  youth»  be  wife, 
Thoie  dreams  were  Settle's  once,  and  Ogilby's : 
The  pamphlet  fpreads,  mcefTant  hiiles  rife, 
To  fome  retreat  the  baffled  writer  flies;  ii 


^  This  he  ijifcncd,  wid^  many  abcntioDii  in  the  Q9Mkam%  hUgsittt,^  174.0. 
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Where  no  four  critkks  fnarl,  no  fneers  molcft, 
Safe  from  the  tart  lampoon^  and  ftinging  jeft; 
There  begs  of  heav'n  a  Icfe  diftioguifla'd  lot,    , 
Glad  to  be  hid,  and  proud  to  be  forgot. 

Epilogue,  intended  to  have  he^  fpoken  ly  ahADy  who  was  to  perfonate  the 

Ghoji  of   HERMIONfi*. 

YE  blooming  train,  who  girc  delpair  or  joy, 

Blefs  with. a  finile,  or  with  a  frown  dcftroy^ 

In  whole  fair  cheeks  deftniftive  Cupids  wait. 

And  with  unerring  fhafcs  diftribute  fate  j 

Whofe  Ihowy  breafts,  whofc  animated  eyes. 

Each  youth  admires,  though  each  admirer  dies ; 

Whilft  you  deride  their  pangs  in  barbVous  play, 

Unpitying  fee  them  weep,  and  hear  them  pray. 

And  unrelenting  fport  ten  thouland  lives  away  j 

For  you,  ye  fiur,  I  quit  the  gloomy  plains. 

Where  fable  night  in  all  her  horrour  reigns  j 

No  fragrant  bowers,  no  delightful  glades, 
.  Receive  th'  unhappy  ghofts  of  fcornful  maids. 

For  kind,  for  tender  nymphs  the  myrtle  blooms. 

And  weaves  her  bending  bovigjhs  m  pleafing  glooms ; 

Perennial  rofcs  deck  each  purple  vale. 

And  fcents  ambrofial  breathe  in  every  gale : 

Far  hence  are  banifh'd  vapours,  Ipleen,  and  tears. 

Tea,  fcandal,  ivory  teeA,  and  languid  airs  j 

No  pug,  nor  favourite  Cupid  there  enjoys 

The  bahny  kife,  for  which  poor  Thyriis  dies  i 

Form'd  to  delight,  they  ufe  no  foreign  arms, 

Nor  torturing  whalebones  pinch  them  into  charms ; 

No  confcious  bhiflics  Aere  tlieir  cheeks  inflame, 
^  For  thofe  who  feel  na  guilt  can  know  no  fhame$  - 
,     Unfaded  ftifl'  their  former  charms  they  ihew, 

Around  them  pleofores  m^t,  and  joys  for  lever  new. 

*  Some  young  ladies  at  Lichfield  having  propoTed  to  aft  <'  The  Diftreffed  Mother,"  Johnfon 
wrote  this,  aad.pirfi  it  to  Mb»  Usfior  to  convey  it^nvAte^  to  them.  '  ^' 
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But  cruel  virgins  meet  feverer  fetes  ; 

Expell'd  and  cxil'd  from  the  blifsflil  feats, 

T6  difmal  realms,  and  regions  void  of  peace. 

Where  furies  ever  howl,  and  ferpents  hifs. 

0*er  the  fad  plains  perpetual  tempefts  figh  j 

And  pois'nous  vapours,  black'ning  all  the  Iky, 

With  livid  hue  the  faireft  face  o'ercaft. 

And  every  beauty  withers  at  the  blaft : 

Where  e'er  they  fly  their  lover's  ghofts  purfue, 

Inflifking  all  thofe  ills  which  once  they  knew; 

Vexation,  Fury,  Jealoufy,  Defpair, 

Vex  ev'ry  eye,  and  every  bofom  tear ; 

Their  foul  defonriities  by  all  defcry'd. 

No  m2ud  to  flatter,  and  no  paint  to  hide. 

Then  melt,  ye  fair,  while  crouds  around  you  figh> 

Nor  let  difdain  fit  lowering  in  your  eye  5 

With  pity  fbften  every  awfiil  grace. 

And  beauty  fmilc  auspicious  in  each  face; 

To  eafe  their  pains  exert  your  milder  power. 

So  ihall  you  guildefs  reign,  and  all  mankind  adore.. 

The  two  years  which  he  ipent  at  home>  after  his  return  fix)m  Stourbridge, 
he  paffed  in  what  he  thought  idlenefs,  and  was  fcokied  by  his  father  for  his 
want  of  fteady  application.  He  had  no  fetded  plan  of  life,  nor  looked 
forward  at  all,  but  merely  lived  from  day  to  day.  Yet  he  read  a  great  deal 
ift  a  dciultory  manner,  without  any  fciieme  of  ftudy,  as  chance  direw 
books  in  his  way,  and  inclination  directed  him  du-ough  them.  He  ufed  ta 
mentiofi  one  curious  inflancc  of  his  cafual  reading,  when  but  a  boy.  Having 
imagined  that  his  brother  had  hid  fbme  apples  behind  a  large  folio  upon  an 
vpper  ftielf  in  his  father's  Ihop,  he  climbed  up  to  fearch  for  them.  There 
were  no  apples ;  but  the  large  folio  proved  to  be  Petrarch,,  whom  he  had 
feen  mentioned,  in  fome  pre&ce,  as  one  of  the  reftoro^  of  learning.  His 
curiofity  having  been  thus  excited,  he  fat  down  with  avidity,  and  read  a  great 
port  of  the  book.  What  he  read  during  thefe  two  years,  he  told  me,  was 
not  works  of  mere  amufement,  *^  not  voyages  and  travels,  but  ail  literature,. 
Sir,  all  ancient  writers,  all  manly  j  though  but  litde  Greek,  only  fome  of 
Anacreon  and  Hefiod ;  but  in  this  irregular  manner  (added  he)  I  had  looked 
into  a  great  many  books^  which  were  not  commonly  known  at  the  Univer- 
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fides,  where  they  feldom  read  any  books  "but  what  are  put  into  their  hands 
by  their  tutors ;  fo  that  when  I  came  to  Oxford,  Dn  Adams,  matter  of 
Pembroke  College,  toki  me,  1  was  the  beft  qualified  for  the  Univcrfity  that 
he  had  ever  known  come  there." 

In  eftimating  the  progrefs  of  his  mind  during  thefe  two  years,  as  weD  as 
in  future  periods  of  his  life,  we  muft  not  regard  his  own  hafty  confefllon  of 
idlenefs ;  for  we  fee,  when  he  explains  himfelf,  that  he  was  acquiring  various 
ftores  i  and,  indeed,  he  himfelf  concluded  the  account,  with  faying,  *^  1 
would  not  have  you  think  I  was  doing  nothing  then/'  He  might,  perhaps, 
have  ftudied  more  affiduoufly ;  but  it  may  be  doubted,  whether  fuch  a  mind 
as  his  was  not  more  enriched  by  roaming  at  large  in  the  fields  of  literature, 
than  if  it  had  been  confined  to  any  fingk  fpot.  The  analogy  between 
body  and  mind  is  very  general,  and  the  parallel  will  hold  as  to  their  food,  as 
well  as  any  other  [faiticular.  The  flefli  of  animals  who  feed  excurfively,  is 
allowed  to  have  a  higher  flavour  than  that  of  thofc  who  are  cooped  up. 
May  there  not  be  the  fame  difference  between  men  who  read  as  Aeir  tafle 
prompts,  and  men  who  are  confined  in  cells  and  colleges  to  ^ted  taiks  ? 

That  a  man  in  Mr.  Michael  Johnfon's  circumftances  fhould  think  of  fend- 
ing his  fbn  to  the  expenfive  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  at  his  own  charge,  ieems 
very  improbable.  The  fubjedi;  was  too  delicate  to  queflion  Johnfbn  upon : 
But  I  have  been  aflured  by  Dr,  Taylor,'  that  the  fcheme  never  would  have 
taken  place,  had  not  a  gentleman  of  Shropfhire,  one  of  his  fchoolfeUows, 
ipontaneoufly  undertaken  to  fupport  him  at  Oxford,  in  the  character  of  his 
companion  j  though,  in  fe6t,  he  never  received  any  aflUtance  wh;aevcr  from 
that  gendeman. 

He,  however,  went  to  Oxford,  and  was  entered  a  Comnwner  of  Pembroke 
College,  on  the  jrfl  of  October,  1728,  being  then  in  his  nineteenth  year. 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Adams,  who  afterwards  prefided  over  Pembroke 
College  with  univerfid  eftseem,  told  me  he  was  prefent,  and  gave  mc  fome 
account  of  what  pailed  on  the  night  of  Johnfon's  arrival  at  Oxford.  On  that 
evening,  his  ^father,  who  had  anxioufly  accompanied  him,  found  means  to 
have  him  introduced  to  Mr.  Jorden>  who  was  to  be  his  tutor.  His  being 
put  under  any  tutor,  leminds  us  of  what  Wood  fays  of  Robert  Burton^ 
-«uthour  of  the  "  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,''  when  eledted  fhident  of  Chrift 
Church ;  <^  for  form's  fake,  tbaugb  be  vumied  not  a  tutor j  he  was  put  under 
(he  tuition  of  Dr.  Jdin  Bancroltj  afterwards  Bifhop  of  Oxon^" 

*  Atben.  Oxon.  edit.  1721.  p.  6a8« 

His 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  25 

His  father  ieemed  very  full  of  the  merits  of  his  fon,  and  told  the  company  he      » 7*8- 
was  a  good  fcholar^  and  a  poet,  and  wrote  Latin  verfes.    His  figure  and  manner  ]^tat.  19. 
Appeared  fbange  to  them ;  but  he  behaved  modefUy,  and  fat  filent,  till  upon 
lomething  which  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  converfadon,  he  fuddenly  ftruck 
in  and  quoted  Macrobius ;  and  thus  he  gave  the  firft  impreffion  of  that  more 
^xtenfive  reading  in  which  he  had  indulged  himfelf. 

His  tutor,  Mr.  Jorden,  fellow  of  Pembroke,  was  not,  it  feems,  a  man 
of  fuch  abilities  as  we  fhould  conceive  requifite  for  the  inflruftor  of  Samuel 
Johnfon,  who  gave  me  the  following  account  of  him.  "  He  was  a  very 
worthy  man,  but  a  heavy  man,  and  I  did  not  profit  much  by  his  inflTu£fcions» 
Indeed,  I  did  not  attend  him  much.  The  firft  day  after  I  came  to  college, 
I  waited  upon  him,  and  then  ftsdd  away  four.  On  the  lizth,  Mr.  Jorden 
afked  me  why  I  had  not  attended.  I  anfwered,  I  had  been  Hiding  in  Chrift- 
Church  meadow.  And  this  I  faid  with  as  much  non-cbalance  as  I  am  now* 
talking  to  you.  I  had  no  notion  that  I  was  wrong  or  irreverent  to  my  tutor." 
BoswBLL.  "  That,  Sir,  was  great  fortitude  of  mind."  Johnson.  *'  No,  Sir  j 
ftarkinfenfibility*." 

The  fifth  of  November  was  at  that  time  kept  with  great  Iblemnity  at 
Pembroke  College,  and  exercifes  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  day  were  required. 
Johnlbn  negleded  to  perform  his,  which  is  much  to  be  regretted ;  for  his 
vivacity  of  imagination,  and  force  of  language,  would  probably  have  pro^ 
duced  fbmediing  fublime  upon  the  gunpowder  plot.  To  apologife  for  his 
negleft,  he  gave  in  a  fhort  copy  of  verfes,  entided  Somniumy  containing  a 
common  thought  j  **  that  the  Mufc  had  come  to  him  in  his  fleep,  and  whif. 
pered  that  it  did  not  become  him  to  write  on  flich  fubjeds  as  politicks  j  he 
fhould  confine  himfelf  to  humbler  themes : "  but  the  verfification  was  truly 
Virgilian. 

He  had  a  love  and  refpeft  for  Jorden,  not  for  his  literature,  but  for  his 
worth.  "  Whenever  (faid'  he)  a  young  man  becomes  Jordents  pupil,  he 
becomes  his  fon." 

Having  given  fuch  a  fpecimen  of  his  poetical  powers,  he  was  afked  by 
Mr.  Jorxkn  to  tranflate  Pope's  Meffiah  into  Latin  verfe,  as  a  Chriftmas  exer- 
cifc.  He  performed  it  with  uncommon  rapidity,  and  in  fo  mafterly  a  manner, 

■  Oxford,  20th  March,  1776. 

>  It  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was  apt,'  in  his  Cterary  as  well  as  moral  exer- 
cifet,  to  overcharge  his  defedls.  Dr.  Adams  informed  me,  that  he  attended  his  tutor's  ledfaucs, 
and  alio  thq.]€aure8  in  the  College  Hall,  veiy  regularly. 
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that  he  obtained  great  applaufe  from  it,  which  ever  after  kept  him  high  in  the 
eftimation  of  his  CoUege,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  Univerfity. 

It  is  faid,  that  Mr.  Pope  exprefled  himfelf  concerning  it  in  terms  of  ftrong 
approbation.  Dr.  Taylor  told  me,  that  it  was  firft  printed  for  old  Mr. 
Johnlbn,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  fon,  who  was  very  angry  when  he 
heard  of  it.  A  mifcellany  of  Poems,  colle£bed  by  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
Hu(bands,  was  publifhed  at  Oxford  in  173 1.  In  that  mifcellany  Johnfon's 
Tranflation  of  the  Meffiah  appeared,  with  this  biodeft  motto  from  Scaliger's 
Pocricks,  *'  Ex  alieno  ingenio  Poetay  ex/uo  tantum  verjijicator.** 

I  am  ^  not  ignorant  that  critical  objeftions  have  been  made  to  this  and 
other  ^cimens  of  Johnfon's  Latin  Poetry.  I  acknowledge  myfelf  not 
competent  to  decide  on  a  queflion  of  fuch  extreme  nicety.  But  I  am 
fatisfied  with  the  juft  and  difcriminarive  eulogy  pronounced  upon  it  by  my 
friend  Mr.  Courtenay.  h 

"  And  with  like  eafe  his  vivid  lines  afliime 
**  The  garb  and  dignity  of  ancient  Rome.— 
**  Let  college  verfe-men  trite  conceits  exprefs, 
"  Trick'd  out  in  iplendid  flireds  of  Virgil's  drefs  i 
"  From  playful  Ovid  cull  the  tinfel  phrafe, 
"  And  vapid  notions  hitch  in  pilfer'd  lays  j 
"  Then  with  mofaick  art  the  piece  combine, 
*'  And  boaft  the  glitter  of  each  dulcet  line : 
"  Johnfon  adyentur'd  boldly  to  transfofe 
"  His  vigorous  fenfe  into  the  Larian  mufe ; 
"  Afpir'd  to  ihinc  by  unreflefted  light, 
"  And  with  a  Roman's  ardour  think  and  write. 
"  He  felt  the  tuneful  Nine  his  breafl  inlpire, 
*'  And,  like  a  mafler,  wak'd  the  foothing  lyre ;     . 
**  Horarian  fbrains  a  grateful  heart  proclaim, 
"  While  Sky's  wild  rocks  refound  his  Thralia's  name.— 
**  Hcfperia's  plant,  in  fome  lefs  fkilful  hands> 
**  To  bloom  a  while,  faftirious  heat  demands ; 
'  ^  Though  glowing  Maro  a  faint  warmth  luppHes, 
**  The  fickly  bloflTom  in  the  hot-houfe  dies  ; 
**  By  Johnfon's  genial  culture,  art,  and  toil, 
"  Its  root  ftrikes  deep,  and  owns  the  foft'ring  foil  j 
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'^  Imbibes  our  lun  through  all  its  Iwelling  veins, 
*'  And  grows  a  native  of  Britannia's  plains '." 

The  "  morbid  melancholy"  which  was  lurking  in  his  conftitution,  and  to 
which  we  may  afcribc  thofe  particularities,  and  that  averfion  to  regular 
life,  which,  at  a  very  early  period,  marked  his  charafter,  gathered  fuch 
ftrength  in  his  twentieth  year,  as  to  afBift  him  in  a  dreadful  manner.  While 
he  was  at  Lichfield,  in  the  College  vacation  of  the  year  1729,  he  felt  him- 
felf  .overwhelmed  with  an  horrible  hypochondria,  with  perpetual  irritation, 
fretfulnefs,  and  impatience ;  and  with  a  dejeftion,  gloom,  and  delpair,  which 
made  exiftence  mifery.  From  this  difmal  malady  he  never  afterwards  was 
perfeaiy  relieved ;  and  all  his  labours,  and  all  his  enjoyments,  wete  but  tem- 
porary interruptions  of  its  baleful  influence.  How  wonderful,  how  unfearch- 
able  are  the  ways  of  God  !  Johnfon,  who  was  blefl:  with  all  the  powers  of 
genius  and  underftanding  in  a  degree  far  above  the  ordinary  ftate  of  human 
nature,  was  at  the  fame  timevifited  with  a  diforder  fo  afHiftive,  that  they  who 
know  it  by  dire  experience,  will  not  envy  his  exaTted  endowments.  That  it 
was,  in  fome  degree,  occafioned  by  a  defeft  in  his  nervous  fyftem,  that  inex- 
plicable part  of  our  frame,  appears  highly  probable.  He  told  Mr.  Paradife 
that  he  was  fomedmes  fo  languid  and  inefficient,  that  he  could  not  diftin- 
guilh  the  hour  upon  the  town-clock. 

Johnfon,  upon  the  firft  violent  attack  of  this  diforder,  ftrove  to  overcome 
it  by  forcible  exertions.  He  frequently  walked  to  Birmingham  and  back 
again,  and  tried  many  other  expedients,  but  aU  in  vain.  His  expreffion 
concerning  it  to  me  was,  "  I  did  not  then  know  how  to  manage  it."  His 
diftrefs  became  fo  intolerable,  that  he  applied  to  Dr.  Swinfen,  phyfician  in 
Lichfield,  his  godfather,  and  put  into  his  hands  a  flate  of  his  cale,  written 
in  Latin.  Dr.  Swinfen  was  fo  much  ftruck  with  the  extraordinary  acutenels, 
refearch,  and  eloquence  of  this  paper,  that  in  his  zeal  for  his  godfon  he 
(hewed  it  to  feveral  people.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  who  was  many 
years  humanely  liipported  in  Dr.  Johnfon*s  houfe  in  London,  told  me,  that 
upon  his  difcovering  that  Dr.  Swinfen  had  communicated  his  cafe,  he  was  fo 
much  offended,  that  he  was  never  afterwards  fully  reconciled  to  him.  He 
indeed  had  good  reafon  to  be  offended  5  for  though  Dr.  Swinfen's  motive 
was  good,  he  inconfiderately  betrayed  a  matter  deeply  interefting  and  of 
great  delicacy,  which  had  been  entrufledto  him  in  confidence  j  and  expofcd  a 

'  Poetical  Review  of  the  Literary  and  Moral  CharaAcr  of  Dr«  Johnfon,  by  John  Courtenay, 
Efq,  M.  P. 
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complaint  of  his  young  friend  and  patient,  which,  in  the  fuperficial  opinion 
of  the  generality  of  niankind,  is  attended  with  contempt  and  difgrace. 

But  let  not  little  men  triumph  upon  knowing  that  Johnfon  was  an 
HvpocHONDRiACK,  was  fubjcft  to  what  the  learned,  philofophical,  and  pious 
Dr.  Cheyne  has  fo  well  treated,  under  the  tide  of  "  The  Englifh  Malady.'^ 
Though  he  fuffered  feverely  from  it,  he  was  not  therefore  degraded.  The 
powers  of  his  great  mind  might  be  troubled,  and  their  full  exercife  fu^nded 
at  times,  but  the  mind  itfelf  was  ever  entire.  As  a  proof  of  this,  it  is  only 
neceflary  to  confider,  that,  when  he  was  at  the  very  worft,  he  compofed  that 
ftate  of  his  own  cafe,  which  (hewed  an  uncommon  vigour,  not  only  of  fency 
and  tafte,  but  of  judgement.  I  am  aware  that  he  himfelf  was  too  ready  to 
caU  liich  a  complaint  by  the  name  of  madnejs  j  in  conformity  with  which 
notion,  he  has  traced  its  gradations,  widi  exquifite  nicety,  in  one  of  the 
chapters  of  his  Rasselas.  But  there  is  furely  a  clear  diftindion  between 
a  diforder  which  affefts  only  the  imagination  and  Ipirits,  while  the  judgCr 
ment  is  found,  and  a  diforder  by  which  the  judgement  itfelf  is  impaired. 
This  diftinftion  was  made  to  me  by  the  late  Profeflbr  Gaubius  of  Leyden, 
phyfician  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  in  a  converfation  which  I  had  with  him 
feveral  years  ago,  and  he  expanded  it  thus :  "  If  (faid  he)  a  man  tells  me 
that  he  is  grievoufly  difturbed,  for  that  he  imagines  he  fees  a  ruffian  coming 
againft  him  with  a  drawn  fword,  though  at  the  fame  time  he  is  confcious  it  is 
a  delufion,  I  pronounce  him  to  have  a  diibrdered  imagination  \  but  if  a  man 
tells  me  that  \\t  fees  this,  and  in  conftemation  calls  to  me  to  look  at  it,  I 
pronounce  him  to  be  mad.^* 

It  is  a  common  efFeft  of  low  ^irits  or  melancholy,  to  make  thofe  who  arc 
afflifted  with  it  imagine  that  they  are  a6tually  fuffering  thofe  evils  which 
happen  to  be  moft  ftrongly  prefented  to  their  minds.  Some  have  fancied 
themfelves  to  be  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  their  limbs^  fome  to  labour  under 
acute  dileafes^  others  to  be  in  extreme  poverty,  when,,  in  truth,,  there  was 
not  the  leaft  reality  in  any  of  the  fuppofitions ;  fo  that  when  the  vapours  were 
difpelled>  they  were  convinced  of  the  delufion^  To  Johnfon,  whofe  fupreme 
enjoyment  was  the  exercife  of  his  reafon,  the  difturbance  or  obfcuration  of 
that  faculty  was  the  evil  moft  to  be  dreaded.  Infanity,  therefore,  was  the 
objeft  of  his  moft  difmal  apprehenfion  i  and  he  fancied  himfelf  feized  by  it, 
ot  approaching  to  it,  at  the  Ytvf  time  when  he  was  giving  proofs  of  a  more 
than  ordinary  foundnefs  and  vigour  of  judgement.  That  his  own  difeafed 
imaginadon  fhould  have  fo  &r  deceived  him,  is  ftrange ;  but  it  is  ftranger 
ftiU  that  fome  of  his  friends  fhould  have  given  credit  to  his   groundlefi 
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opinion,  when  they  had  fuch  undoubted  proofs  that  it  was  totally  fallacious;      1729* 
though  it  is  by  no  nneans  furprifing  that  thofc  who  wifli  to  depreciate  him,  ]^tat.  20! 
ihould,  fince  his  death,  have  laid  hold  of  this  circunillance>  and  infilled  upon 
it  with  very  un&ir  aggravation. 

Annidft  the  oppreffion  and  diftraftion  of  a  difeafe  which  very  few  have  felt 
in  its  full  extent,  but  many  have  experienced  in  a  (lighter  degree,  Johnfoii> 
in  his  writings,  and  in  his  converfadon,  never  failed  to  diiplay  all  the  variedes 
of  intelleAual  excellence.  In  his  march  through  this  world  to  a  better,  his 
mind  ftill  appeared  grand  and  brilliant^  and  imprefled  all  around  him  with 
the  truth  of  Virgil's  noble  (cntiment— "  Igneus  eft  olUs  vigor  et  caleftis  origo^^ 

The  hiilory  (^  his  mind  as  to  religion  is  an  important  article.  I  have 
mentioned  the  early  impreflions  made  upon  his  tender  imagination  by  his 
mother,  who  continued  her  pious  care  with  afliduity,  but,  in  his  opinion,  not 
with  judgement.  "  Sunday  (faid  he)  was  a  heavy  day  to  me  when  I  was  a 
boy.  My  mother  confined  me  on  that  day,  and  made  me  read  *  The 
Whole  Duty  of  Man,*  from  a  great  part  of  which  I  could  derive  no  inftruc- 
tion.  When,  for  inflancc,  I  had  read  the  chapter  on  theft,  which  from  my 
infancy  I  had  been  taught  was  wrong,  I  was  no  more  convinced  that  theft 
was  wrong  than  before ;  fo  there  was  no  acceifion  of  knowledge.  A  boy 
ihould  be  introduced  to  fuch  books,  by  having  his  attention  diredted  to  the 
arrangement,  to  the  ftile,  and  other  excellencies  of  compofition  \  that  the  mind 
being  thus  engaged  by  an  amufing  variety  of  objects,  may  not  grow  weary.'" 

He  communicated  to  me  the  following  particulars  upon  the  fubje£t  of  his 
religious  progrefs.  "  I  fell  into  an  inattention  to  religion,  or  an  indifference 
about  it,  in  my  ninth  year.  The  church  at  Lichfield,  in  which  we  had  a 
feat,  wanted  reparation,  fb  I  was  to  go  and  find  a  feat  in  other  churches ;  and 
having  bad  eyes,  and  being  aukward  about  this,  I  ufed  to  go  and  read  in 
die  fields  on  Sunday.  This  habit  continued  till  my  fourteenth  yeari  and 
ftill  I  find  a  great  reluftance  to  go  to  church.  I  then  became  a  fort  of  lax 
talker  againfl^religion,  for  I  did  not  much  think  againfl  it ;  and  this  lafled  till 
I  went  to  Oxford,  where  it  would  not  ht/uffered.  When  at  Oxford,  I  took  up 
*  Law's  Serious  Call  to  the  Unconverted,'  expefting  to  find  it  a  dull  book,  (as 
fuch  books  generally  are,)  and  perhaps  to  laugh  at  it.  But  I  found  Law  quite 
an  overmatch  for  me  j  and  this  was  the  fiiril  occafion  of  my  thinking  in  eamefl 
of  religion,  after  I  became  capable  of  rational  inquiry*.'^    From  this  time 

forward^ 

^  Mn.  Pioazt  has  givea  a  ftiange  fantaftical  account  of  the  origin  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  bdiefin  out 
moft  holy  leligion.  <*  At  the  age  of  ten  yean  his  mind  wa>  diftoibed  by  fcruples  of  infideUty,  which 
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forward,  religion  was  the  predominant  objed  of  his  thoughts ;  though,  with 
the  juft  fentiments  of  a  confcientious  chriftian,  he  lamented  that  his  practice 
of  its  duties  fell  far  fliort  of  what  it  ought  to  be. 

This  inftance  of  a  mind  fuch  as  that  of  Johnfon  being  firft  dilpofed,  by  an 
unexpected  incident,  to  think  with  anxiety  of  the  momentous  concerns  of 
eternity,  and  of  "  what  he  fliould  do  to  be  faved,"  may  for  ever  be  produced 
in  oppofition  to  the  fuperficial  and  fometimes  profane  contempt  that  has  been 
thrown  upon  thofe  occafional  impreflions  which  it  is  certain  many  chriftians 
have  experienced;  though  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  weak  minds,  from 
an  erroneous  fuppofition  that  no  man  is  in  a  ftate  of  grace  who  has  not  felt 
a  particular  converfion,  have,  in  fome  cafes,  brought  a  degree  of  ridicule 
upon  them ;  a  ridicule,  of  which  it  is  inconfideraCe  or  unfair  to  make  a  general 
application. 

How  ferioufly  Johnfon  was  imprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  religion,  even  in  the 
vigour  of  his  youth,  appears  from  the  following  paffage  in  his  minutes  kept 
by  way  of  diary:  "  Sept.  7,  1736.  I  have  this  day  entered  upon  my  28th 
year.  Mayeft  thou,  O  God,  enable  me,  for  Jesus  Christ's  fake,  to  fpend 
this  in  llich  a  m^ner,  that  I  may  receive  comfort  from  it  at  the  hour  of  death, ' 
and  in  the  day  of  judgement !     Amen." 

preyed  upon  his  fpints,  and  made  him  very  uneafy,  the  more  fo,  as  he  revealed  his  uneafinefs  to  none, 
being  natuiadly  (as  hefaid)  of  a  fuUen  temper^  and  referved  difpofition.  He  fearched^  however,  dili* 
gently,  but  fruitlefsly,  for  evidences  of  the  truth  of  revelation  |  an49  at  length,  recolltaing  a  book  he 
had  once  feen  \J  Jupfofe  at  fi*ve years  old]  in  his  father's  (hop,  intitled  De  'ueritate  Religionist  ISc. 
he  began  to  think  himfelf  highly  culpable  for  neglecting  fuch  a  means  of  information,  and  took  him- 
felf  feverely  to  talk  for  this/w,  adding  many  afts  of  voluntary,  and,  to  others,  unknown  pennance. 
The  firft  opportuni^  which  offered,  of  courfe,  he  feized  the  book  with  avidity ;  but,  on  exami« 
nation,  not  finding  himfelf  fcholar  enough  toperufe  its  contents ^  fet  his  heart  at  reft ;  and  not  thinking 
to  enquire  whether  there  were  any  Englifii  books  written  on  the  fubjedl,  followed  his  ufual  amuie- 
ments,  and  cwfiderei  his  confcience  as  lightened  of  a  crime.  He  redoubled  his  diligence  to  kam 
the  language  that  contained  the  information  he  moft  wifhed  for ;  but  from  the  pain  which  guilt 
\namelyy  hawing  omitted  to  read  nnhathe  did  not  underfland]  had  given  him,  he  now  began  to  deduce 
the  foul's  immortality,  [afenfation  of  pain  in  this  luorld  being  an  unfueftionabU  proof  of  exiftence  in 
another']  which  was  the  point  that  belief  liiSi  ftopped  at ;  and  from  that  moment  refohving  to  he  a 
Chriftian,  became  one  of  the  moft  zealous  and  pious  ones  our  nation  ever  produced."  Anec- 
dotes, p.  17. 

This  is  one  of  the  numerous  mifreprefentations  of  this  lively  lady,  which  it  is  worth  while  to 
correA  i  for  if  credit  fhould  be  given  to  fuch  a  childifh,  irrational,  and  ridiculous  ftatement 
of  the  foundation  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  faith  in  Chriflianity,  how  little  credit  would  be  due  to  it« 
Mrs.  Fiozzi  feems  to  wifh,  that  the  world  fhould  think  Dr.  Johnfon  alfo  under  the  influence  of 
that  cafy  bgick»  Stetfro  ratime  voluntas. 
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The  particular  courfe  of  his  reading  while  at  Oxford,  and  during  the  time  *7*9* 
of  vacation  which  he  pafled  at  home,  cannot  be  traced.  Enough  has  been  ^SatTao! 
faid  of  his  irregular  mode  of  ftudy.  He  told  me,  that  from  his  earlieft 
years  he  loved  to  read  poetry,  but  hardly  ever  read  any  poem  to  an  end ; 
that  he  read  Shakfpeare  at  a  period  Co  early,  that  the  ipeech  of  the  Ghoft  in 
Hamlet  terrified  him  when  he  was  alone  i  that  Horace's  Odes  were  the  com- 
ppfitions  in  which  he  took  moft  delight,  and  it  was  long  before  he  liked  his 
Epiftles  and  Satires.  He  told  me  what  he  read  /olidfy  at  Oxford  was  Greek  j 
not  the  Grecian  hiftorians,  but  Homer  and  Euripides,  and  now  and  then  a 
little  Epigram ;  that  the  ftudy  of  which  he  was  moft  fond  was  Metaphyfick;?, 
but  he  had  not  read  much,  even  in  that  way.  I  aJways  thought  that  he  did 
himielf  injuftice  in  his  account  of  what  he  had  read,  and  that  he  muft  have 
been  fpesJcing  with  reference  to  the  vaft  portion  of  ftudy  which  is  polfible^ 
and  to  which  a  few  fchokrs  in  the  whole  hiftory  of  literature  have  attained  f 
for  when  I  once  afked  him  whether  a  perfon  whofe  name  I  have  now  for- 
gotten, ftudicd  hard,  he  anfwcred  "  No,  Sir.  I  do  not  believe  he  ftudied  hard. 
I  never  knew  a  man  who  ftudied  hard.  I  conclude,  indeed,  from  the  efiefts^ 
that'fome  men  have  ftudied  hard,  as  Bendey  and  Clarke."  Trying  him  by 
that  criterion  upon  which  he  formed  his  judgement  of  others,  we  may  be 
abfolutely  certain,  both  from  his  writings  and  his  converfation,  that  his  read- 
ing was  very  extenfive.  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  than  whom  few  are  better  judges^ 
on  this  fubjeft,  onceobferved  to  me  that  "  Johnfon  knew  more  books  than 
any  man  alive."  He  had  a  peculiar  facility  in  fcizing  at  once  what  was 
valuable  in  any  book,  widxout  fubmitting  to  the  labour  of  pcrufing  it  front 
beginning  to  end.  He  had,  from'  the  irritability  of  his  conftitution^  at  all 
times,  an  impatience  and  hurry  when  he  eidier  read  or  wrote.  A  certain 
apprehenfion,  arifmg  from  novelt)',  made  him  write  his  firft  exercife,at 
College  twice  over ;  but  he  never  took  that  trouble  with  any  other  compo- 
firion ;  and  we  fhall  lee  that  his  moft  excellent  works  were  ftruck  off  at  a  heat, 
with  rapid  exertion. 

Yet  he  appears,  from  his  early  notes  or  memorandums,  in  my  poflefllon,. 
to  have  at  various  times  attempted,  or  at  leaft  planned>  a  methodical  courfe 
of  ftudy,  according  to  computation,  of  which  he  was  all  his  life  fond,  as  it 
fixed  his  attention  fteadily  upon  fomething  without,  and  prevente'd  his  mind 
from  preymg  upon  itfelf  Thus  I  find  in  his  hand-writing  the  number  of  lines 
in  each  of  two  of  Euripides's  Tragedies,  of  the  Gcorgicks  of  Virgil,,  of  the 
firft  fix  books  of  the  iEneid,  of  Horace's  Art  of  Poetry,  of  three  of  the 
books  of  Ovid's  Metamorphofis,  of  fome  parts  of  Theocritus,  and  of  the  tenth 

Satire 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHlfrSON. 

Satire  of  Juvenal ;  and  a  table,  Ihewing  at  the  rate  of  various  numbers  a 
day,  {I  fuppofe  verfes  to  be  read)  what  would  be,  in  each  cafe,  the  total 
amount  in  a  week,  month,  and  year. 

No  man  had  a  more  ardent  love  of  literature,  or  a  higher  refpeft  for  it, 
than  Johnfon,  His  apartment  in  Pembroke  College  was  that  upon  the  (econd 
floor,  over  the  gateway.  The  enthufiafts  of  learning  will  ever  contemplate  it 
with  veneration.  One  day,  while  he  was  fitting  in  it  quite  alone.  Dr.  Panting, 
then  matter  of  the  College,  whom  he  called  "  a  fine  Jacobite  fellow,"  over- 
heard him  uttering  this  foliloquy  in  his  ft:rong  emphadck  voice :  "  Well,  I 
have  a  mind  to  fee  what  is  done  in  other  places  of  learning.  I'll  go  and  vifit 
the  Univerfiries  abroad.  FU  go  to  France  and  Italy.  I'll  go  to  Padua.— 
And  I'll  mind  my  bufinefs.  For  an  Aibeman  blockhead  is  the  worft  of  all 
blockheads*." 

Dr.  Adams  told  me,  that  Johnibn,  while  he  was  at  Pembroke  College, 
««  was  careflfed  and  loved  by  all  about  him,  was  a  gay  and  frolickfome  fellow, 
and  pafied  there  the  happieft  part  of  his  life."  But  this  is  a  flriking  proof 
of  the  fallacy  of  appearances,  and  how  litde  any  of  us  know  of  the  real 
internal  ftate  even  of  thofe  whom  we  fee  mofl:  frequently  ^  for  the  truth  is, 
that  he  was  then  deprcfled  by  poverty,  and  irritated  by  difeafe.  When  I 
mentioned  to  him  this  account  as  given  me  by  Dr.  Adams,  he  faid,  **  Ah, 
Sir,  I  was  mad  and  violent.  It  was  bitternefs  which  they  miftook  for  fi-olick. 
I  was  mifcrably  poor,  and  I  thought  to  fight  my  way  by  my  literature  and 
my  witi  fo  I  difi^garded  all  power  and  all  authority." 

The  Bifhop  of  Dromore  obferves  in^  a  letter  to  me,  '^  The  pleafure  he 
took  in  vexing  the  tutors  and  fellows  has  been  often  mentioned.  But  I  have 
heard  him  fay,  what  ought  to  be  recorded  to  the  honour  of  the  prefent  vene- 
rable mafter  of  that  College,  the  Reverend  William  Adams,  D.  D.  who  was 
then  very  young,  and  one  of  the  junior  fellows ;  that  the  mild  but  judicious 
expoftulations  of  this  worthy  man,  whofe  virtue  awed  him,  and  whofe  learn- 
ing he  revered,  made  him  really  afhamed  of  himfelf,  *  though  I  fear  (faid 
he)  I  was  too  proud  to  own  it.' 

*'  1  have  heard  from  Ibme  of  his  cotemporaries  that  he  was  generally  feen 
Jounging  at  the  College  gate,  with  a  circle  of  young  ftudents  round  him, 
whoni  he  was  entertaining  with  wit,  and  keeping  from  their  ftudies,    if  not 

'  I  had  this  anecdote  from  Dr.  Adaxns^  and  Dr.  Johnfoff  confirmed  It*  Bramfton,  in  his 
^<  Man  of  Tafte,"  has  the  fame  thought : 

"  Sare«  of  all  blocUvads^  fcholara  are  the  worft»" 
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Ipiriting  them  up  to  rebellion  againft  the  College  difcipline,  which  in  his 
maturer  years  he  fo  much  extolled." 

He  very  early  began  to  attempt  keeping  notes  or  memorandums^  by  way 
of  a  diary  of  his  life.  I  find,  in  a  parcel  of  loofe  leaves,  the  following  fpirited 
refblution  to  contend  againft  his  natural  indolence:  "  0£l.  1729.  Defidia 
valedixii  Jyrenis  iftius  cantibus  Jurdam  pqfthac  aurem  obverjurus. — ^I  bid  fare- 
well to  Sloth,  being  refolved  henceforth  not  to  liften  to  her  fyren  ftrains/'  I 
have  alfo  in  my  poffeflion  a  few  leaves  of  another  Libellusy  or  litde  book, 
entided  Annales,  in  which  fome  of  the  early  particulars  of  his  hiftory  are 
regiftered  in  Latin. 

I  do  not  find  that  he  formed  any  clofe  intimacies  with  his  fellow-collegians. . 
But  Dr.  Adams  told  me,  that  he  contrafted  a  love  and  regard  for  Pem- 
broke College,  which  he  retained  to  the  laft.  A  (hort  time  before  his  death 
he  fent  to  that  College  a  prefent  of  all  his  works,  to  be  depofited  in  their 
library,  and  he  had  thoughts  of  leaving  to  it  his  houfe  at  Lichfield ;  but  his 
friends  who  were  about  him  very  properly  difliiaded  him  from  it,  and  he  be- 
queathed it  to  fbme  poor  relations.  He  took  a  pleafure  in  boafting  of  the  many 
eminent  men  who  had  been  educated  at  Pembroke.  In  this  lift  are  found 
the  names  of  Spenfer,  Mr.  Hawkins  the  Poetry  ProfefTor,  Mr.  Shenftone, 
Sir  William  Blackftone,  and  others*,  not  forgetting  the  celebrated  popular 
preacher,  Mr.  George  Whitefield,  of  whom,  though  Dr.  Johnfon  did  not 
think  very  highly,  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  his  eloquence  was  powerful, 
his  views  pious  and  charitable,  his  affiduity  almoft  incredible  5  and,  that  fince 
his  death,  the  integrity  of  his  charafter  has  been  fully  vindicated.  Being 
himfclf  a  poet,  Johnfon  was  peculiarly  happy  in  mentioning  how  many  of 
the  fons  of  Pembroke  were  poets  \  adding,  with  a  fmile  of  iporrive  triumph, 
*'  Sir,  we  are  a  nef}:  of  finging  birds." 

He  was  not,  however,  blind  to  what  he'  thought  the  defefts  of  his  own 
College  J  and  I  have,  from  the  information  of  Dr.  Taylor,  a  very  fbong 
inftance  of  that  rigid  honefly  which  he  ever  inflexibly  preferved.  Taylor  had 
.obtained  his  father's  conlcnt  to  be  entered  of  Pembroke,  that  he  might  be 
with  his  fchoolfellow  Johnfon,  with  whom,  though  fome  years  older  than 
himfelf,  he  was  very  intimate.  This  would  have  been  a  great  comfort  to 
Johnfon.  But  he  fairly  told  Taylor  that  he  could  not,  in  confcience,  fufFer 
him  to  enter-where  he  knew  he  could  not  have  an  able  uitor.  He  then  made 
inquiry  all  round  the  Univerfity^   and  having  found  that  Mr.  Bateman,  of 

?  Sec  Naih's  Hiftoiy  of  Worccftcrlhire,  Vol.  I,  p.  529, 
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I73I-  Chrift-Church,  was  the  tutor  of  higheft  reputation,  Taylor  was  entered  of 
'^JJ^J^TT!  ^^^^  College.  Mr.  Bateman's  le6tures  were  fo  excellent,  that  Johnfon  ufed 
to  come  and  get  them  at  fecond-hand  from  Taylcr,  till  his  poverty  being  fo 
extreme,  that  his  fhoes  were  worn  out,  and  his  feet  appeared  through  them, 
he  faw  that  this  humiliating  circumftance  was  perceived  by  the  Clirift-church- 
men,  and  he  came  no  more.  He  was  too  proud  to  accept  of  money,  and 
fomebody  having  fet  a  pair  of  new  (hoes  at  his  door,  he  threw  them  away 
with  indignation.  How  muft  we  feel  when  we  read  fuch  an  anecdote  of 
Samuel  Johnfon ! 

His  fpirited  refuid  of  an  eleemofynary  fupply  of  flioes,  arofe,  no  doubt, 
from  a  proper  pride.  But,  confidering  his  afcetick  difpolition  at  times,  as 
acknowledged  by  himfelf  in  his  Meditations,  and  the  exaggeration  with 
which  ibme  have  treated  the  peculiarities  of  his  charafter,  I  fhould  not 
wonder  to  hear  it  afcribed  to  a  principle  of  fuperftitious  mortification  j  as  we 
are  told  by  Turfellinus,  'in  his  Life  of  St.  Ignatius  Loyola,  that  this  intrepid 
founder  of  the  order  of  Jefuits,  when  he  arrived  at  Goa,  after  having  made 
a  fcvere  pilgrimage  through  the  eaftern  delerts,  perfifted  in  wearing  his- 
miferable  fliattered  fhoes,  and  when  new  ones  were  offered  him,  rejefted  them 
as  an  unfuitable  indulgence. 

The  res  angufta  domi  prevented  him  from  having  the  advantage  of  a  com- 
plete academical  education.  The  friend  to  whom  he  had  trufted  for  fupport 
had  deceived  him.  His  debts  in  College,  though  not  great,  were  increafing; 
and  his  fcanty  remittances  from  Lichfield,  whiph  had  all  along  been  made 
with  great  difficulty,  could  be  fupplied  no  longer,  his  father  having  fallen 
into  a  ftate  of  infolvency.  Compelled,  therefore,  by  irrefiftible  neceffity,  he 
left  the  College  in  autumn,  173 1,  without  a  degree,  having  been  a  member 
of  it  litde  more  than  three  years. 

Dr.  Adams,  the  worthy  and  relpeftable  mafter  of  Pembroke  College,  has 
generally  had  the  reputation  of  being  Johnfon's  tutor.  The  faft,  however> 
is,  that  in  1731  Mr.  Jorden  quitted  the  College,  and  his  pupils  were  tranf- 
ferred  to  Dr.  Adams  j  fo  that  had  Johnfon  returned,  Dr.  Adams  would  have 
been  bis  tutor.  It  is  to  be  wifhed,  that  this  connection  had  taken  place.  His 
equal  temper,  mild  difpofirion,  and  politenefs  of  manners,  might  have  infen- 
fibly  foftened  the  harfhnefs  of  Johnfon,  and  infufed  into  him  thofe  more 
delicate  charities,  that  petite  tnoraley  in  which,  it  muft  be  confefled,  our  great 
moralift  was  more  deficient  than  his  beft  friends  could  fully  juftify-  Dr. 
Adams  paid  Johnfon  this  high  compliment.  He  faid  to  me  at  Oxford,  in 
1776,  "  I  was  his  nominal  tutor,  but  he  was  above  my  mark."  When  I 
4  repeated 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

repeated  it  to  Johnfon,  his  eyes  flalhed  with  grateful  fatisfaftion,   and  he 
exclaimed,  "  That  was  liberal  and  noble/' 

And  now  (I  had  almoft  faid  po(»r)  Samuel  Johnfon  returned  to  his  native 
city,  dcfHtute,  and  not  knowing  how  he  fhould  gain  even  a  decent  livelihood. 
His  Other's  misfortunes  in  trade  rendered  him  unable  to  fupport  his  fon ;  and 
for  fome  time  there  appeared  no  means  by  which  he  could  maintain  himfelf. 
In  the  December  of  this  year  his  fiither  died. 

The  ftate  of  poverty  in  which  he  died,  appears  from  a  note  in  one  of 
Johnfon's  little  diaries  of  the  following  year,  which  ftrongly  difplays  his  ipirit 
and  virtuous  dignity  of  mind.  "  1732,  Julii  15.  Undecim  aureos  depofui, 
quo  die  quicquid  ante  matrisfunus  ( quod ferum  Jit  frecor)  de  patemis  bonis  J^erari 
licet y  viginti  Jcilicet  libras  accept.  Ufque  adeo  mibifortuna  fingenda  eft.  Interea^ 
ne  paupertate  vires  animi  languefcanty  nee  in  fiaptta  egeftas  abigat^  eavendum.— 
I  layed  by  eleven  guineas  on  this  day,  when  I  received  twenty  pounds,  being . 
all  that  I  have  reafon  to  hope  for  out  of  my  father's  cffeds,  previous  to  the 
death  of  my  mother;  an  event  which  I  pray  God  may  be  very  remote.  I 
now,  therefore,  lee  that  I  muft  make  my  own  fortune.  Meanwhile,  let  me 
take  care  that  the  powers  of  my  mind  may  not  be  debilitated  by  poverty, 
and  that  indigence  do  not  force  me  into  any  criminal  a6t.'* 

Johnfon  was'fo  far  fortunate,  that  the  relpeftable  charafter  of  his  parents, 
and  his  own  merit,  had,  from  his  earlieft  years,  fecured  him  a  kind  reception 
in  the  bell  families  at  Lichfield.  Among  thefc  I  can  mention  Mr.  Howard, 
Dr.  Swinfen,  Mr.  Simpfon,  Mr.  Levett,  Captain  Garrick,  father  of  the 
great  ornament  of  the  Britiih  ftage ;  but  above  all,  Mr.  Gilbert  Walmfley^, 
Regiftcr  of  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Lichfield,  whofe  charafter,  long  after 
his  deceafe.  Dr.  Johnfon  has,  in  his  life  of  Edmund  Smith,  thus  drawn  in 
the  glowing  colours  of  gratitude : 

"  Of  Gilbert  Walmflcy,  -  thus  prefented  to  my  mind,  let  me  indulge; 
myfelf  in  the  remembrance.  I  knew  him  very  early;  he  was  one  of  the  firft 
friends  that  literature  procured  mei  and  I  hope  that,  at  leaft,  my  gratitude 
made  me  worthy  of  his  notice. 

"  He  was  of  an  advanced  age,  and  I  was  only  not  a  boy  j  yet  he.  never 
received  my  notions  with  contempt.     He  was  a  whig,  with  all  th?  virulence 

^  Mr.  Warton  informs  mc,  •*  that  this  early  friend  of  Johnfon  was  entered  a  Commoner  of 
Trinity  College^  Oxford,  aged  17,  in  1698  ;  and  is  the  authour  of  many  Latin  vctfc  tranfla- 
dons  io  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,    One  of  them  is  a  tranflation  of 

•*  My  time,  Ojt  Muiics,  was  happily  fpent,  &c. " 
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and  malevolence  of  his  party  j  yet  difference  of  opinion  did  not  keep  us 
apart.     I  honoured  him,  and  he  endured  me. 

"  He  had  mingled  with  the  gay  world  without  exemption  from  its  vices  or 
Its  follies ;  but  had  never  negleftcd  the  cultivation  of  his  mind.  His  belief 
of  revelation  was  unfhaken ;  his  learning  preferved  his  principles  j  he  grew 
firfl  regular,  and  then  pious. 

"  His  ftudies  had  been  fo  varioias,  that  I  am  not  able  to  name  a  man  of 
equal  knowledge.  His  acquaintance  with  books  was  great,  and  what  he  did 
not  immediately  Icnow,  he  could,  at  leaft,  tell  where  to  find.  Such  was  his 
amplitude  of  learning,  and  fuch  his  copioufnefs  of  communication,  that  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  a  day  now  paffes,  in  which  I  have  not  fome  advan- 
tage from  his  friendihip. 

"  At  this  man's  table  I  enjoyed  many  cheerful  and  inftruftive  hours,  with, 
companions,  fuch  as  are  not  often  found — ^with  one  who  has  lengthened,  and 
one  who  has  gladdened  life  j  with  Dr.  James,  whofe  (kill  in  phyfick  will  be 
long  remembered  j  and  with  David  Garrick,  whom  I  hoped  to  have  gratified 
with  this  charafter  of  our  common  friend.  But  what  arc  the  hopes  of  man  L 
I  am  difappointed  by  that  ftroke  of  death,  which  has  eclipfed  the  gaiety  of 
nations,  and  impoverifhed  the  publick  ftock  of  harmlefs  pleafure." 

In  thefe  faaulies  he  paffed  much  time  in  his  early  years.  In  moft  of  them^ 
he  was  in  the  company  of  ladies,  particularly  at  Mr.  Walmfley's,  whofe  wife 
and  fifters-in-law,  of  the  name  of  Afton,  and  daughters  of  a  baronet,  were 
remaikable  for  good  breeding  j  fo  that  the  notion  which  has  been  induftrioufljr 
circulated  and  believed,  that  he  never  was  in  good  company  till  late  in  life, 
and,  confequently,  had  been  confirmed  in  coarfe  and  ferocious,  manners  by 
long  habits,  is  wholly  without  foundation.  Some  of  the  ladies  have  affured 
me,  they  recoUefted  him  well  when  a  young  man,  as  diftinguilhed  for  hk 
complaifance. 

And  that  this  politenefi  was  not  merely  occafional  and  temporary,  or  con- 
fined to  the  circles  of  Lichfield,  is  afcertained  by  the  teftimony  of  a  lady„. 
who,  in  a  paper  with  which  I  have  been  favoured  by  a  daughter  of  his  intimate 
friend  and  phyfician.  Dr.  Lawrence,  thus  defcribes  Dr.  Johnfon  feme  years 
afterwards ; 

"  As  the  particulars  of  the  former  part  of  Dr.  Johnfon'is  life  do  not  feem 
to  be  very  accurately  known,  a  lady  hopes  that  the  following  information 
may  not  be  unacceptable. 

"  She  remembers  Dr.  Johnfon  on  a  vifit  to  Dr.  Taylor,  at  Alhboum,  fome 
time  between  the  end  of  the  year  37,  and  the  middle  of  the  year  40;  fhe 
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rather  thinks  it  to  have  been  after  he  and  his  wife  were  removed  to  London.  '73** 
During  his  ftay  at  Afliboum,  he  made  frequent  vifits  to  Mn  Meynell,  at  ]^tar.  23! 
Brodley,  where  his  company  was  much  defired  by  the  ladies  of  the  family, 
who  were,  perhaps,  in  point  of  elegance  and  accomplilhments,  infcriour  to 
few  of  thofe  with  whom  he  was  afterwards  acquainted.  Mr.  Meynell's  eldcft 
daughter  was  afterwards  married  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  father  to  Mr.  Alleyne 
Fitzherbert,  lately  miniftcr  to  the  court  of  Ruflia.  Of  her.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  in 
Dr.  Lawrence's  ftudy,  that  fhe  had  the  beft  underftanding  he  ever  met  with 
in  any  human  being.  At  Mr.  MeyncU's  he  alfo  commenced  that  friendlhip 
with  Mrs.  Hill  Boothby,  fitter  to  the  prefent  Sir  Brook  Bgothby,  which  con- 
tinued till  her  death.  The  young  woman  whom  he  ujed  to  call  Molly  Afton^^ 
was  fifter  to  Sir  Thomas  Afton,  and  daughter  to  a  Baronet ;  fhe  was  likewife 
fifter  to  the  wife  of  his  friend  Mr.  Gilbert  Walmfley.  Befides  his  inti- 
macy with  the  jd}ove-mentioned  perfons,  who.  were  furely  people  of  rank 
and  education,  while  he  was  yet  at  Lichfield  he  ufed  to  be  frequendy  at 
rfie  houfe  of  Dr.  Swinfen,  a  gendeman  of  a  very  ancient  family  in  Stafford- 
ihire,  from  which,  after  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  he  inherited  a  good 
cftate.  He  was,  befides,  a  phyfician  of  very  extenfive  prafticej  but  for 
want  of  due  attention  to  the  management  of  his  domeftic  concerns,  left  a 
very  large  family  irt  indigence.  One  of  his  daughters,  Mrs.  Delhioulins^ 
afterwards  found  an  afylum  in  the  houfe  of  her  old  friend,  whofe  dbors  were 
always  open  to  the  unfortunate,  and  who  wefl  obferved  the  precept  of  the 
golpel,  for  he  was  kind  to  the  unthankful  and  to  the  evil."^ 

In  the  forlorn  flate  of  his  circurrrftances  he  accepted  of  an  offer  to  be 
employed  as  ufher  in  the  fchool  of  Market-Bofworth,  in  Lciccflerfhire,  to 
which  it  appears,,  from  one  of  his  litde  fragments  of  a  diary,  that  he  went 
on  foot,  on  the  i6ih  of  July, — "  Julii  16.  Bojvortiam  pedes  petit''  But  it  is 
not  true,  as  has  been  erroneoufly  related,  that  he  was  afliftant  to  the  famous 
Anthony  Blackwall,  whofe  merit  has  been  honoured  by  the  tefKmony  of 
Bifhop  Hurd,  wha  was  his  fcholar  j  for  Mr.  Blackwall  died  on  the  8  th  of 
April,  1730',  more  than  a  year  before  Johnfon  left  the  Univerfity. 

This  employment  was  very  irkfome  to  him  in  every  relpeft,  and  he  com- 
plained grievoufly  of  it  in  his  letters  to  his  friend  Mr.  Hedtor,  who  was  now 
fetded  as  a  furgeon  at  Birmingham.  The  letters  are  loft;  but  Mr.  Heftor 
recoUefts  his  writing  «  that  the  poet  had  defcribed  the  dull  famenefs  of  his 
cxiftencc  in  thefe  words,  *  Vitam  continet  ma  dies*  (one  day  contains  the  whole 

■  The  wofds  of  Six  John  Hawkins^  p.  316,  •  Sec  Gent,  Mag.  Dec,  1784,  p.  957. 
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of  my,  li^e)  ;  that  it  was  unvaried  as  the  note  of  the  cuckow ;   and  that  he 
did  not  know  whether  it  was  more  difagreeable  for  him  to  teach,  or  the  boys 
to  learn,  the  grammar  rules."     His  general  averfion  to  this  painful  drudgery 
was  greatly  enhanced  by  a  difagreement  between  him  and  Sir  Woolfton 
Dixey,  the  patron  of  the  fchool,  in  whofe  houfe,  I  have  been  told,  he  officiated 
as  a  kind  of  domeftick  chaplain,  fofar,  atleaft,  as  to  fay  grace  at  table,  but  was 
treated  with  what  he  reprefcnted  as  intolerable  harfhnefs ;  and,  after  fufFering 
for  a  few*  months  fuch  compHcated  mifery,  he  relinquifhed  a  fituation  which 
all  his  life  afterwards  he  rccoUefted^with  the  flrongeft  averfion,  and  even  a 
degree  of  horrour.     But  it  is  probable  that  at  this  period,  whatever  uneafi- 
ncfs  he  may  have  endured,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  much  future  eminence 
by  application  to  his  fhidies. 

Being  now  again  totally  unoccupied,  he  was  invited  by<«Mr.  Heftor  to 
pals  fome  time  with  him  at  Birmingham,  as  his  guefl,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Warren,  with  whom  Mr.  Heftor  lodged  and  boarded.  Mr.  Warren  was  the 
firft  eflablilhed  bookfeller  in  Birmingham,  and  was  very  attentive  to  Johnlbn, 
who  he  foon  found  could  be  of  much  fervice  to  him  in  his  trade,  by  his 
knowledge  of  literature ;  and  he  even  obtained  the  alTiftance  of  liis  pen  in 
furnilhing  fome  numbers  of  a  periodical  Eflay  printed  in  the  newfpaper,  of 
which  Warren  was  proprietor.  After  very  diligent  inquiry,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  recover  thofe  early  fpecimens  of  that  particular  mode  of  writing  by 
which  Johnfon  afterwards  fo  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf. 

He  continued  to  live  as  Mr.  Hedtor's  gueft  for  about  fix  months,  and 
then  hired  lodgings  in  another  part  of  the  town,  finding  himfelf  as  well 
fituated  at  Birmingham  as  he  fuppofed  he  could  be  any  where,  while  he  had 
no  fettled  plan  5f  life,  and  very  fcanty  means  of  fubfiftencc.  He  made  fome 
valuable  acquaintances  there,  amongft  whom  were  Mr^  Porter,  a  mercer, 
whofe  widow  he  afterwards  married,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  who  by  his  ingenuity 
in  mechanical  inventions,  and  his  fuccefs  in  trade,  acquired  an  iitimenle 
fortune.  But  the  comfort  of  being  near  Mr.  Hedtor,  his  old  fchoolfcUow 
and  intimate  friend,  was  Johnfon's  chief  inducement  to  continue  here* 

In  what  manner  he  employed  his  pen  at  this  period,  or  whether  he  derived 
from  it  any  pecuniary  advantage,  I  have  not  been  able  to  afcertain.  He 
probably  got  a  little  money  from  Mr.  Warren ;  and  we  are  certain,  that  he 
executed  here  one  piece  of  "literary  labour,  of  which  Mr.  Heftbr  has  favoured 
me  widi  a  minute  account.  Having  mentioned  that  he  had  read  at  Pembroke 
College  a  Voyage  to  Abyffinia,  by  Lobo,  a  Portuguefe  jefuit,  and  that  he 
thought  an  abridgement  and  tranllation  of  it  from  the  French  into  Englifh 
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might  be- an  ufeful  and  profitable  publication,  Mr,  Warren  and  Mr.  Heftbr  i733- 
joined  in  urging  him  to  undertake  it.  He  accordingly  agreed;  and  the  ^tat.  24. 
book  not  being  to  be  found  in  Birmingham,  he  borrowed  it  of  Pembroke 
College.  A  part  of  the  work  being  very  foon  done,  one  Ofbom,  who  was 
Mr.  Warren's  printer,  was  fet  to  work  with  what  was  ready,  and  Johnfon 
engaged  to  fupply  the  prefs  with  copy  as  it  fhould  be  wanted  j  but  his  con- 
jftitutional  indolence  foon  prevailed,  and  the  work  was  at  a  ftand.  Mn 
Heftor,  who  knew  that  a  motive  of  humanity  would  be  the  moft  prevailing 
argument  with  his  friend,  went  to  Johnfon,  and  reprefented  to  him,  that  the 
printer  could  have  no  other  employment  till  this  undertaking  was  finifhed, 
and  that  the  poor  man  and  his  family  were  fufiering.  Johnfon  upon  this 
exerted  the  powers  of  his  mind,  though  his  body  was  relaxed.  He  lay  in 
bed  with  the  book,  which  was  a  quarto,  before  him,  and  diftated  while  Hcftor 
wrote.  Mr.  Heftor  carried  the  Iheets  to  the  prefs,  and  correfted  almoft  all  the 
proof  flieets.  Very  few  of  which  were  even  feen  by  Johnfon.  In  this  manner, 
with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Heftor's  adive  friendlhip,  the  book  was  completed, 
and  was  publifhed  in  1735,  with  London  upon  the  tide-page,  though  it 
was  in  reality  printed  at  Birmingham,  a  device  too  common  with  provincial 
publilhers.  For  this  work  he  had  from  Mr.  Warren  only  the  ium  of  five 
guineas. 

This  being  the  firft  profe  work. of  Johnfon,  it  is  a  curious  objeit  of 
Inquiry  how  much  may  be  traced  in  it  of  that  ftyle  which  marks  his  fub- 
fequent  writings  with  fuchi  peculiar  excellence  j  with  fo  happy  an  union  of 
force,  vivacity,  and  perfpicuity.  I  have  perufed  the  book  with  this  view,  and 
have  found  that  here,  as  I  believe  in  every  other  tranflation,  there  is  in  the 
work  itfelf  no  veffige  of  the  tranflator's  own  flyle ;  for  the  language  of  tranf- 
lation being  adapted  to  the  thoughts  of  another  perfon,  infenfibly  follows 
their  caft,  and,  as  it  were,  runs  into  a  mould  that  is  ready  prepared. 

Thus,  for  inftance,  taking  the  firft  fentence  that  occurs  at  the  opening  of 
the  book,  p.  4.  "  I  lived  here  above  a  year,  and  completed  my  ftudies  in 
divinity;  in  which  time  fome  letters  were  received  from  the  fethers  in 
Ethiopia,  with  an  account  that  Sultan  Segned,  Emperour  of  Abyflinia,  was 
converted  to  the  church  of  Rome ;  that  many  of  his  fubjefts  had  followed 
his  example,  and  that  there  was  a  great  want  of  miffionaries  to  improve  thefe 
prolperous  be^nnings.  Every  body  was  very  defirous  of  feconding  the  zeal 
of  our  fethers,  and  of  fending  them  the  afliftance  they  requefted  j  to  which 
we  were  the  more  encouraged,  becaufe  the  Emperour's  letter  informed  our 
Provincial,  that  we  might  eafily  enter  his  dominions  by  the  way  of  Dancala; 
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1735-      but,  unhappily,  the  fecretary  wrote  Geila  for  Dancala,  which  coft  two  of  our 
^tat".  24.   f^^^rs  their  hves."     Every  one  acquainted  with  Johnfon's  manner  will  be 
fenfible  that  there  is  nothing  of  it  here,  but  that  thisfentence  might  have  been 
compofed  by  any  otlier  man. 

But,  in  the  Preface,  the  Johnfonian  flyle  begins  to  appear;  and  though 
.ulc  had  not  yet  taught  his  wing  a  permanent  and  equable  flight,  there  are 
parts  of  it  which  exhibit  his  befl:  manner  in  full  vigour.  I  had  once  the 
pleafure  of  examining  it  with  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  who  confirmed  me  in  this 
opinion,  by  his  fuperiour  critical  fagacity,  and  was,  I  remember,  much 
delighted  with  the  following  fpecimen  ; 

"  The  Portuguefe  traveller,  contrary  to  the  general  vein  of  his  country- 
men, has  amufed  his  reader  with  no  romantick  abfurdity,  or  incredible  fiftions ; 
whatever  he  relates,  whether  true  or  not,  is  at  leaft  probable  5  and  he  who 
tells  nothing  exceeding  the  bounds  of  probability,  has  a  right  to  demand  that 
they  ihould  believe  him  who  cannot  contradift  him. 

"  He  appears,  by  his  modeft  and  unafi^eftcd  narration,  to  have  defcribtd 
things  as  he  faw  them,  to  have  copied  nature  from  the  life,  and  to  have 
confulted  his  fenfes,  not  his  imagination.  He  meets  with  no  bafiliflcs  that 
deflroy  with  their  eyes,  his  crocodiles  devour  their  prey  without  tears,  and  his 
catarafts  fall  from  the  rocks  without  deafening  the  neighbouring  inhabitants. 

"  The  reader  will  here  find  no  regions  cuifed  with  irremediable  barrennefs, 
or  bleffed  with  Ipontaneous  fecundity ;  no  perpetual  gloom,  or  unceafing  fun- 
Ihine ;  nor  are  the  nations  here  defcribed  either  devoid  of  all  fenfe  of  huma- 
nity, or  confummate  in  all  private  or  focial  virtues.  Here  are  no  Hottentots 
without  religious  polity  or  articulate  language ;  no  Chinefe  perfeftly  polite, 
and  completely  (killed  in  all  fciences  ;  he  will  difcover,  what  will  always  be 
difcovered  by  a  diligent  and  impartial  enquirer,  that  wherever  human  nature 
is  to  be  found,  there  is  a  mixture  of  vice  and  virtue,  a  conteft  of  paflion  and 
reafon ;  and  that  the  Creator  doth  not  appear  partial  in  his  diftributions,  but 
has  balanced,  in  moft  countries,  their  particulai;  inconveniencies  by  par- 
ticular favours.'* 

Here  we  have  an  early  example  of  that  brilliant  and  energetick  exprefliortj 
which,  upon  innumerable  occafions  in  his  fubfequent  life,  juftly  imprefled  the 
world  with  the  higheft  admiration. 

Nor  can  any  one,  converfant  with  the  writings  of  Johnfon,  feil  to  difcera 
his  hand  in  this  paflTage  of  the  Dedication  to  John  Warren,  Efq.  of  Pemr 
brokefhire,  though  it  is  afcribed  to  Warren  the  bookfeUen  "  A  generous 
and  elevated  mind  is  diftinguiihed  by  nothing  more  certainly  than  an  eminent 
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degree  of  curiofity ;  nor  is  that  curiofitjr  ever  more  agreeably  or  ufcfuUy  cm- 
ployed,  than  in  examining  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  foreign  nations.  I  hope, 
therefore,  theprefent I  now  prefume  to  make,  will  not  be  thought  improper; 
which,  however,  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  as  a  dedicator  to  commend,  nor 
as  a  bookfeller  to  depreciate." 

It  is  rcafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  his  having  been  thus  accidentally  led  to  a 
particular  ftudy  of  the  liiftory  and  manners  of  Abyflinia,  was  the  remote 
occafion  of  his  writing,  many  years  afterwards,  his  admirable  philofophical 
tale,  the  principal  fcene  of  which  is  laid  in  that  country. 

Johnfon  returned  to  Lichfield  early  in  1734*  and  in  Auguft  that  year  he 
made  an  attempt  to  procure  fome  little  fubfiftence  by  his  pen  j  for  he  publifhed 
propofals  for  printing  by  fubfcription  the  Latin  poems  of  Politian  :  "  Jngeli 
Politiani  Poemata  Lafinaj  quibusy  Notas^  cum  hijiorid  Latina  poefeoSj  a  Petrarch^ 
/evo  ad  Politiani  tempora  deduSid,  et  vita  Politiam  fufius  quam  antibac  enarratd^ 
addidit  Sam.  Johnson*." 

It  appears  that  his  brother  Nathanael  had  taken  up  his  father's  trade  j  for  it 
is  mentioned,  that  *'  fubfcriptions  are  taken  in  by  the  Editor,  or  N.  Johnfon, 
bookfeller,  of  Lichfield,"  Notwithftanding  the  merit  of  Johnfon,  and  the 
cheap  price  at  which  this  tranflation,  with  its  accompanyments,  was  offered,- 
there  were  not  fubfcribers  enough  to  inlure  a  fuificient  fale  j  fo  the  work 
never  appeared,  and,  probably,  never  was  executed. 

We  find  him  again  this  year  at  Birmingham,  and  there  is  preferved  the 
following  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Edward  Cave',  the  original  compiler  and 
editor  of  the  Gentleman's  Magazine : 

^0    A^»   Cave. 
"Sir,  Nov.  25,  1734. 

"AS  you  appear  no  Icfs  fenfible  than  your  readers  of  the  defefts  of 
your  poetical  article,  you  will  not  be  diijpleafed,  ifi  in  order  to  the  improve- 
ment of  it,  I  communicate  to  you  the  fentiments  of  a  perfon,  who  will 
undertake,  on  reafonable  terms,  fometimes  to  fill  a  column. 

•  The  book  was  to  contain  more  than  thirty  (hccts,  the  price  to  be  two  (hillings  ^nd  fix-pcncc 
at  the  time  of  fubfcribing,  and  two  fhillings  and  fix-pence  at  the  delivery  of  a  perfed  book  in 
quires. 

■  Mife  Cave,  the  Grand-niece  of  Mr.  Edward  Cave,  has  obligingly  (hewn  me  the  originals  of 
this  and  the  other  letters  of  Dr  Johnfon,  to  him,  which  were  firft  publiihed  in  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  with  notes  by  Mr.  John  Nichols,  the  worthy  and  indefatigable  editor  of  that 
valuable  mifcdlany,  figntd  N ;  fome  of  which  I  fliall  occafionally  tranfcribc  in  the  courfc  of 
this  work« 
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I7H-  ^*  His  opinion  is,  that  the  publick  would  not  give  you  a  bad  reception,  if, 
^tatl  2C.  bcfid^  ^^  current  wit  of  the  month,  which  a  critical  examination  would 
generally  reduce  to  a  narrow  compals,  you  adnutted  not  only  poems,  infcrip- 
tions,  &c.  never  printed  before,  which  he  will  fometimes  fupply  you  with ; 
but  likewife  Ihort  literary  diflertations  in  Latin  or  Englifh,  critical  remarks  on 
authours  ancient  or  modern,  forgotten  poems  that  deferve  revival,  or  loofe 
pieces,  like  Floyer's,  worth  preferving.  By  this  method  your  literary  article, 
for  fo  it  might  be  called,  will,  he  thinks,  be  better  recommended  to  the 
publick,  than  by  low  jefts,  aukward  buffoonery,  or  the  dull  fcurrilities  of 
either  party. 

"  If  fuch  a  correlpondence  will  be  agreeable  to  you,  be  pleafed  to  inform 
me  in  two  pofts,  what  the  conditions  are  on  which  you  fhall  exped  it.  Your 
late  offer*  gives  me  no  reafon  to  diftruft  your  generofity.  If  you  engage  in 
any  literary  projefts  befides  this  paper,  I  have  other  defigns  to  impart,  if  I 
could  be  fecure  from  having  others  reap  the  advantage  of  what  I  fhould  hint. 
^^  Your  letter,  by  being  directed  to  S.  Smithy  to  be  left  at  the  Caftle  in 
Birmingham,  Warwickftiire,  will  reach 

"  Your,  humble  fervant.*' 

Mr.  Cave  has  put  a  note  on  this  letter,  "  Anfwered  Dec.  2."  But 
whether  any  thing  was  done  in  confequence  of  it  we  are  not  informed. 

Johnfon  hadj  from  his  early  youth,  been  fenfible  to  the  influence  of  female 
charms.  When  at  Stourbridge  ichool,  he  was  much  enamoured  of  Olivia 
Lloyd,  a  young  quaker,  to  whom  he  wrote  a  copy  of  verfes,  which.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  recover;  and  I  am  affured  by  Mifs  Seward,  that  he  con- 
ceived a  tender  paffion  for  Mils  Lucy  Porter,  daughter  of  the  lady  whom  he 
afterwards  married.  Mifs  Porter  was  fent  very  young  on  a  vilit  to  Lichfield, 
where  Johnfon  had  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  and  admiring  her  -,  and 
he  addrefled  to  her  the  following  veries,  on  her  preienting  him  with  a  noic* 
^ay  of  myrtle: 

"  What  hopes,  what  terrors  does  thy  gift  create, 

*'  Annibiguous  emblem  of  uncertain  fate : 

"  The  myrtle,  enfign  of  fupreme  command, 

*'  Confign'd  by  Venus  to  Meliffa's  hand^ 

"  Not  leis  capricious  dian  a  reigning  fair, 

"  Now  grants,  and  now  rejedb  a  lover's  prayer. 

^  A  prize  of  fifty  pounds  for  the  beft  po^m  "  on  I^ife,  Death«  Judgement,  Heayen*  and 
HcU.''    See  Gentleman's  Magazine^  Vol.  IV.  p.  560.  N. 
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'^  In  myrtle  fhades  oft  fings  the  happy  Iwain,  i75+- 

•*  In  myrtle  fhades  delpairing  gholls  complain ;  iEtatTTc. 

*'  The  myrtle  crowns  the  happy  lovers'  heads, 

"  The  unhappy  lovers*  grave  the  myrtle  iprcads ; 

'*  O  then  the  meaning  of  thy  gift  impart, 

'*  And  eafe  the  throbbings  of  an  anxious  heart ! 

"  Soon  muft  this  bough,  as  you  Ihall  fix  his  doom, 

"  Adorn  Philander's  head,  or  grace  his  tomb  '• 

His  juvenile  attachments  to  the  fair  fex  were,  however,  very  tranfient ;  and 
it  is  certain,  that  he  formed  no  criminal  conneftion  whatfoever.  Mr.  Heftor, 
who  lived  with  him  in  his  younger  days  in  the  utmoft  intimacy  and  focial 
freedom,  has  aflured  me,  that  even  at  that  ardent  feafon  his  conduct  was 
ftriftly  virtuous  in  that  refpedt  -,  and  that  though  he  loved  to  exhilarate  him- 
lelf  with  wine,  he  never  knew  him  intoxicated  but  once. 

In  a  man  whom  religious  education  has  fecured  from  licentious  indul- 
gences, the  paflion  of  love,  when  once  it  has  feizcd  him,  is  exceedingly 
ftrongi  being  unimpaired  by  diflipation,  and  totally  concentrated  in  one 
objeft.  This  was  experienced  by  Johnfon,  when  he  became  the  fervent 
admirer  of  Mrs.  Porter,  after  her  firft  hufband's  death.  Mifs  Porter  told 
me,  that  when  he  was  firft  introduced  to  her  mother,  his  appearance  was  very 
forbidding :  He  was  then  lean  and  lank,  fo  that  his  immenfe  ftrufture  of 
bones  was  hideoufly  ftriking  to  the  eye,  and  the  fears  of  the  fcrophula  were 
deeply  vifible.  He  alfo  wore  his  hair,  which  was  ftraight  and  ftifFi  and  fepa- 
rated  behind;  and  he  often  had,  feemingly,  convulfive  ftarts  and  odd 
gefticulations,  which  tended  to  excite  at  once  furprife  and  ridicule.  Mrs. 
Porter  was  fo  much  engaged  by  his  converfation  that  fhe  overlooked  all  thefe 
external  difadvantages,  and  fajd  to  her  daughter,  ^^  this  is  the  moft  fenfible 
noan  that  I  ever  law  in  my  life." 

'  Mrs.  Fiozzi,  in  her  **  Anecdotes,'*  afTefts  that  Johnfon  wrote  this  effiifion  of  elegant  tender* 
nefs  not  in  his  own  perfon,  but  for  a  friend  who  was  in  love.  But  that  lively  lady  is  as  inaccurate 
in  this  inftance  as  in  many  others ;  for  Mifs  Seward  writes  to  me—'*  I  know  thofe  verfes  weie 
addrefled  to  Lacy  Poster^  when  he  was  enamoured  of  her  in  his  boyiih  days«  two  or  three  years 
before  he  had  feen  her  mother,  his  future  wife.  He  wrote  diem  at  my  grandfather's,  and  gave 
them  to  Lucy  in  the  prefence  of  my  mother,  to  whom  he  Ihewcd  them  on  the  inftant.  She  ufcd 
to  repeat  them  to  me,  when  I  aflted  her  for  the  wifes  Dr.  Johnfon  gave  her  on  a  /prig  of  myrtle, 
which  he  had  flolen  or  begged  from  her  hofom.  We  all  know  honeft  Lucy  Porter  to  have  been  inca- 
pabk  of  the  man  v«nity  of  applying  to  ber&lf  a  compluncnt  not  m/cndettfot  her/* 
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Though  Mrs.  Porter  was  double  the  age  of  Johnfon,  and  her  perfon  and 
manner,  as  defcribed  to  me  by  the  late  Mr,  Garrick,  were  by  no  means 
pleafing  to  others,  fhe  muft  have  had  a  fuperiority  of  underftanding  and  talents^ 
as  fhe  certainly  inspired  him  with  a  more  than  ordinary  paffion;  and  fhe 
having  fignified  her  willingnefs  to  accept  of  his  hand,  he  went  to  Lichfield 
to  afk  his  mother's  confent  to  the  marriage,  which  he  could  not  but  be  con- 
fcious  was  a  very  imprudent  fcheme,  both  on  account  of  their  dilparity 
of  years,  and  her  want  of  fortune.  But  Mrs.  Johnfon  knew  too  well  the 
ardour  of  her  fon's  temper,  and  was  too  tender  a  parent  to  oppofe  his 
inclinations. 

I  know  not  for  what  reafon  the  marriage  ceremony  was  not  performed  at 
Birmingham  i  but  a  refolution  was  taken  that  it  fhould  be  at  Derby,  for 
which  place  the  bride  and  bridegroom  fet  out  on  horfcback,  I  fuppofe  in  very 
good  humour.  But  though  Mr.  Topham  Beauclerk  ufed  archly  to  mention 
Johnfon's  having  told  him,  with  much  gravity,  "  Sir,  it  was  a  love-marriage 
upon  both  fides,'*  I  have  had  from  my  illuftrious  friend  the  following  curious 
9th  July,  account  of  their  journey  to  church  upon  the  nuptial  morn.  *'  Sir,  flie  had 
read  the  old  romances,  and  had  got  into  her  head  the  fantaftical  notion  that 
a  woman  of  fpirit  fliould  ufe  her  lover  like  a  dog.  So,  Sir,  at  firft  flie  told 
me  that  I  rode  too  faft:,  and  fhe  could  not  keep  up  with  me  j  and,  when  I 
rode  a  litde  flower,  fhe  paffcd  me,  and  complained  that  I  lagged  behind.  I 
was  not  to  be  made  the  flave  of  caprice  j  and  I  refolved  to  begin  as  I  meant 
to  end.  I  therefore  pufhed  on  brifldy,  till  I  was  fairly  out  of  her  fight.  The 
road  lay  between  two  hedges,  fo  I  was  fure  fhe  could  not  mifs  it  j  and  I  con- 
trived that  fhe  fhould  foon  come  up  with  me.  When  fhe  did,  I  obferved 
her  to  be  in  tears.** 

This,  it  mufl  be  allowed,  was  a  fingular  beginning  of  connubial  felicity  ^ 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  Johnfon,  though  he  thus  fhewed  a  manly  firmnefs, 
proved  a  moft  afFeftionate  and  indulgent  hufband  to  the  lafl  moment  of  Mrs. 
Johnfon's  life ;  and  in  his  "  Prayers  and  Meditations,"  we  find  very  remark- 
able evidence  that  his  regard  and  fondnefs  for  her  never  ceafed,  even  afiier 
her  death. 

He  now  fet  up  a  private  academy,  for  which  purpofe  he  hired  a  large 
houfe,  well  fituated  near  his  native  city.  In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for 
1736,  there  is  the  following  advertifement :  "  At  Edial,  near  Lichfickl,  in 
StafFordfhire,  young  gentlemen  are  boarded  and  taught  the  Latin  and  Greek 
languages,  by  Samuel  Johnson."  But  the  only  pupils  that  were  put  under 
his  care  were  the  celebrated  David  Garrick  and  his  brother  George,  and  a 
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Mr.  OfFely,  a  young  gentleman  of  good  fortune,   who  died  early.    As  yet,      i73J* 
his  name  had  nothing  of  that  celebrity  which  afterwards  commanded  the  ]£tat'.  26. 
higheft  attention  and  relpeft  of  mankind.     Had  fuch   an  advcrtifement 
appeared  after  the    publication  of  his  London,   or  his  Rambler,   or  his 
Dictionary,  how  would  it  have  burft  upon  the  world  !  with  what  eagernefs 
would  the  great  and  the  wealthy  have  embraced  an  opportunity  of  putting 
their  fons  under  the  leamed  tuition  of  Samuel  Johnson,     The  truth,  how- 
ever, is,  that  he  was  not  fo  well  qualified  for  being  a  teacher  of  elements, 
and  a  conduftor  in  learning  by  regular  gradations,  as  men  of  inferiour  powers 
of  mind.     His  own  acquifitions  had  been  made  by  fits  and  ftarts,  by  violent 
irruptions  into  the  regions  of  knowledge ;  and  it  could  not  be .  expeAed  that 
his  impatience  would  be  fubdued,  and  his  impetuofity  reftrained,  fo  as  to  fit 
him  for  a  quiet  guide  to  novices.     The  art  of  communicating  inftrudtion,  of 
whatever  kind,  is  much  to  be  valued ;    and  I  have  ever  thought  that  thofe 
who  devote  themfelves  to  this  employment,    and  do  their  duty  with  diligence 
and  fuccefs,  are  entided  to  very  high  refpeft  from  the  community,  as  Johnfon 
himfelf  often  maintained.     Yet  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  greateft  abilities  are 
not  only  not  required  for  this  office,  but  render  a  man  lefs  fit  for  it. 
While  we- acknowledge  the  juftnefs  of  Thomfon*s  beautifiil  remark, 

"  Delightfiil  tafk !  to  rear  the  tender  thought, 
^^  And  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  fhoot !  '* 

we  muft  confider  that  this  delight  is  perceptible  only  by  "  a  mind  at  eafe," 
a  mind  at  once  calm  and  clear ;  but  that  a  mind  gloomy  and  impetuous  like 
that  of  Johnfon,  cannot  be  fixed  for  any  length  of  time  in  minute  attention, 
and  muft  be  fo  frequendy  irritated  by  unavoidable  flownefs  and  errour  in  the 
advances  of  fcholars,  as  to  perform  the  duty  with  litde  pleafure  to  the  teacher, 
and  no  great  advantage  to  the  pupils.  Good  temper  is  a  moft  cffcntial  requi- 
fitc  in  a  preceptor.     Horace  paints  the  charafter  as  Hand: 

^^   '         Ul  pueris  olim  dant  cruftula  blandi 
"  DoHoreSy  ekmenta  vetint  ut  dijiere  primaJ* 

Johnfon  was  not  more  fatisfied  with  his  fituation  as  the  mafter  of  an 
academy,  tiian  with  that  of  the  ufher  of  afchoolj  we  need  not  wonder,  there- 
fore, that  he  did  not  keep  his  academy  above  a  year  and  a  half.  From  Mr. 
Garrick's  account  he  did  not  appear  to  have  been  profoundly  reverenced  by 
his  pupils.  His  oddities  of  manner,  and  uncouth  gefticulations,  could  not 
but  be  the  fubjcft  of  merriment  to  them ;  and,  in  particular,  the  young 
rogues  ufed  to  liften  at  the  door  of  his  bed-chamber^  and  peep  through  the 
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key-hole,  that  they  might  turn  into  ridicnle  his  tumultuous  and  zvkwzrd 
fondnefs  for  Mrs.  Johnfon,  whom  he  ufed  to  name  by  the  familiar  appel-« 
lation  of  Tetty  or  Te0,  which,  like  B^tty  or  Be^,  is  provincially  ufed  as  a  >- 
contradtion  for  Elizabetbj  her  chriftian  name,  but  which  to  us  fcems  ludicrous, 
when  applied  to  a  woman  of  her  age  and  appearance.  Mr.  Garrick  defcribed 
her  to  me  as  very  fat,  widi  a  bofom  of  more  than  ordinary  protuberance, 
with  fWelled  cheeks,  of  a  florid  red,  produced  by  thick  painting,  and 
increafed  by  die  liberal  ufe  of  cordials ;  flaring  and  fantafl:ick  in  her  drefs, 
and  afl^efted  both  in  her  ipcech  and  her  general  bchaybur.  I  have  feen 
Garrick  exhibit  her,  by  his  excjuifite  talent  for  mimickry,  fo  as  to  excite  the 
heartieft  burfts  of  laughter ;  but  he,  probably,  as  is  the  cafe  in  all  fuch  reprc- 
fentations,  confiderably  aggravated  the  picture. 

That  Johnfon  well  knew  the  mod  proper  courfe  to  be  purfued  in  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  youth,  is  authentically  afcertained  by  the  following  paper  in  his  own 
hand-writing,  given  about  this  period  to  a  relation,  and  now  in  the  poflef- 
fion  of  Mr.  John  Nichols : 

«  ScHEME/ir  the  Glasses  of  a  Grammar  School. 

^'  WHEN  the  introdudtion,  or  formation  of  nouns  and  verbs,  is  perfeftly 
mafl:ered,  let  them  learn 

«  Cordcrius  by  Mr.  Clarke,  beginning  at  the  lame  rime  to  tranflate  out  of 
the  introduftion,  that  by  this  means  they  may  learn  the  fyntax.  Then  let 
them  proceed  to 

'«  Erafmus,  with  aix  Englilh  tranflarion,  by  the  fame  authour. 

"  Clafs  II.  Learns  Eutropius  and  Cornelius  Nepos,  or  Juflin,  with  the 
tranflarion. 

«*  N-  B.  The  firft  clafs  gets  for  their  part  every  morning  the  rules  which 
they  have  learned  before,  and  in  the  afternoon  learns  the  Latin  rule*,  of  the 
nouns  and  verbs. 

*'  They  are  examined  in  the  ruks^  whkji  they  have  learned  every  Thurlday 
and  Saturday. 

«'  The  fecond  clafs  doth  the  fame  whilft  they  are  in  Eutropius ;  rfterwards 
their  part  is  in  the  irregular  nouns  and  verbs,  and  in  the  rules  for  making  and    . 
icanning  verfes.     They  arc  examined  as  the  firft. 

'*  Clafs  III.  Ovid's  Metamorphofes  in  the  momii^  and  Gsefar's  Commen- 
taries in  the  afternoon. 

«^  Praftife  in  the  Larin  rules  till  they  are  perfedk  in  them,  afterwards  in  Mr. 
Leeds's  Greek  Gramma-.    Examined  as  before, 

*'  Afterwards 


Digitized  by 


Google 


'} 


THE    LIFE    Of    DR.    JOHNSON.  47 

'^  Afterwards  they  ^proceed  to  Virgil,  bediming  at  the  lame  time  to  write     «735- 
themes  a&d  veifes,  and  to  learn  Gredc ;  irom  thence  pafling  on  1:0  Horace^  ^isIaTzi. 
&c.  as  fhftU  ftem  moft  :proper. 

**  I  know  not  weU  what  ^ooks  to  dire6t  you  to,  bccaufe  you  have  Jiot 
jn&rEied  me  what  iludy  you  will  apply  yourfdbT  to.  I  believe  it  wiH  be  xnoft 
for  your  advantage  to  apply  yourfelf  wholly  to  the  languages,  tiH  you  go  to 
At  Univeriity,  The  <5reek  audiours  I  think  it  beft  for  you  to  J«ad  ai-e  thefe : 

"  Cebes. 

**  *^lian. 

''  Lucian  by  Leeds.    }*  Attick. 

*'  Xenophon. 

^*  Homer.  lonick. 

*'  Theocritus.  Dorick. 

''  Euripides.  Attick  and  Dorick. 

*'  Thus  you  will  be  tolerably  IkiUed  in  all  the  dialedbs,  beginning  with  the 
Attick,  to  which  the  reft  muft  be  referred. 

'*  In  the  ftudy  of  Latin,  it  is  proper  not  to  read  the  latter  authours,  till  you 
are  well  verfed  in  thofe  of  the  pureft  ages;  as,  Terence,  Tully,  Caefar, 
Salluft,  Nepos,  VcUeius  Paterculus,  Virgil,  Horace,  Phaedrus. 

**  The  greateft  and  moft  ncceflary  tafk  ftill  remains,  to  attain  a  habit  of 
«q>reiIion,  without  which  knowledge  is  of  little  ufe.  This  is  neceflary  in  Latin, 
and  more  neceflary  in  Englifh  i  and  can  only  be  acquired  by  a  daily  imitation 
of  the  beft  and  correfteft  authours. 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

While  Johnfon  kept  his  academy,  there  csm  be  no  doubt  that  he  was  m- 
fcnlibly  fiirnilhing  his  mind  with  various  knowledge ;  but  I  have  not  difcovered 
that  he  wrote  any  thing  except  a  great  part  of  his  tragedy  of  Iren^.  Mr.  Peter 
Garrick,  the  elder  brother  of  David,  told  me  that  he  remembered  Johnfon's 
borrowing  the  Turkifh  Hiftory  of  him,  in  order  to  form  his  play  from  it. 
When  he  had  finiftied  fome  part  of  it,  he  read  what  he  had  done  to  Mr. 
Walmflcy,  who  objeded  to  his  having  already  brought  his  heroine  into  great 
JiiSbx&y  and  alkcd  him  ^*  how  can  you  poffibly  contrive  to  plunge  her  into 
iieeper  calamity?"  Johnibn,  in  fly  allufion  to  the  fuppofed  oppreflive  pro- 
-cecdings  of  die  court  of  which  Mr.  Walmfley  was  regifter,  replied,  «  Sir,  I 
<an  put  her  into  the  Spiritual  CouFt ! '' 

Mr.  Walmfley,  however,  was  well  pleafed  widi  this  proof  of  Johnfcn's 
^ilities  as  a  dramatick  writer,  and  advifed  him  to  finifli  the  tragedy,  and 
produce  it  on  the  ftage. 

Johnfon 
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*737-  '  Johnfon  now  thought  of  trying  his  fortune  in  London,  the  great  field  of 
^tau^S.  S^^^us  and  exertion,  where  tjdents  of  every  kind  have  the  fulleft  fcope,  and 
die  hi^eft  encouragement.  It  is  a  memorable  circumftance  that  his  pupil 
David  Garrick  went  thither  at  the  lame  time,  with  intention  to  complete  his 
education,  and  follow  the  profeffion  of  the  law,  from  which  he  was  foon 
diverted  by  his  decided  preference  for  the  ftage. 

This  joint  expedition  of  thofc  two  eminent  men  to  the  metropolis,  was 
many  years  afterwards  noticed  in  an  allegorical  poem  on  Shaklpeare's 
Mulberry  Tree,  by  Mr.  Lovibond,  the  ingenious  authour  of  ^^  The  Tears 
of  Old  May-day." 

They  were  recommended  to  Mr.  Colfon,  an  eminent  mathematician  and 
matter  of  an  academy,  by  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Walmfley : 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Colson* 

Lichfield,  March  2,  1737. 

*<  Dear  Sir, 

'*  I  had  the  favour  of  yours,  and  am  extremely  obliged  to  you ;  but 
I  cannot  fay  I  had 'a  greater  aiFeftion  for  you  upon  it  than  I  had  before,  being 
long  fince  fo  much  endeared  to  you,  as  well  by  an  early  friendlhip,  as  by 
your  many  excellent  and  valuable  qualifications;  and,  had  I  a  fbn  of  my  own, 
it  would  be  my  ambition,  inftead  offending  him  to  the  Univerfity,  to  diipofe 
of  him  as  this  young  gendeman  is. 

"  He,  and  another  neighbour  of  mine,  one  Mr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  fet  out 
this  morning  for  London  together.  Davy  Garrick  is  to  be  with  you  early 
the  next  week,  and  Mr.  Johnfon  to  try  his  fate  with  a  tragedy,  and  to  fee  to 
get  himfclf  employed  in  fome  tranflation,  either  from  the  Latin  or  the 
French.  Johnfon  is  a  very  good  fcholar  and  poet,  and  I  have  great  hopes 
will  turn  out  a  fine  tragedy-writer.  If  it  Ihould  any  way  lie  in  your  way, 
doubt  not  but  you  would  be  ready  to  recommend  and  aflift  your  countryman. 

^*.  G.  Walmsley." 

How  he  employed  himfelf  upon  upon  his  firil  coming  to  London  Is  not 
particularly  known.  I  never  heard  that  he  found  any  proteftion  or  encourage- 
ment by  the  means  of  Mr.  Colfon,  to  whofe  academy  David  Garrick  went. 
Mrs.  Lucy  Porter  told  me,  that  Mr.  Wahnfley  gave  him  a  letter  of  intro- 
duftion  to  Lintot  his  bookfeller,  and  that  Johnfon  wrofe  fome  things  for  him ; 
but  I  imagine  this  to  be  a  miftake,  for  I  have  difcovcred  no  trace  of  it,  and 
I  am  pretty  fure  he  told  me,  that  Mr.  Cave  was  the  firft  publilher  by  whom 
his  pen  was  engaged  in  London. 

He 
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He  had  a  little  money  when  he  came  to  town,  and  he  knew  how  he  could 
live  in  the  cheapeft  manner.  His  firft  lodgings  were  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Norris,  a  Haymaker,  in  Exeter-ftreet,  adjoining  Catharine-ftreet,  in  the 
Strand.  *'  I  dined  (faid  he)  very  well  for  eight-pence,  with  very  good 
company,  at  the  Pine  Apple  in  New-ftrcet,  juft  by.  Several  of  them  had 
travelled.  They  expefted  to  meet  every  day;  but  did  not  know  one  another's 
names.  It  ufed  to  coft  the  reft  a  Ihilling,  for  they  drank  wine ;  but  I  had 
a  cut  of  meat  for  fix-pence,  and  bread  for  a  penny,  and  gave  the  waiter  a 
penny;  fo  that  I  was  quite  well  ferved,  'nay,  better  than  the  reft,  for  they 
gave  the  waiter  nothing." 

He  at  this  time,  I  believe,  abftaihed  entirely  from  fermented  liquors ;  a 
praftice  to  which  he  rigidly  conformed  for  many  years  together,  at  different 
periods  of  his  life. 

His  Ofellus  in  the  Art  of  living  in  London^  I  have  heard  him  relate,  was  an 
Irilh  painter,  whom  he  knew  at  Birmingham,  and  who  had  praftifed  his  own 
precepts  of  ceconomy  for  feveral  years  in  the  Britifh  capital.  He  aflured 
Johnfbn,  who,  I  fuppofe,  was  then  meditating  to  try  his  fortune  in  London, 
but  was  apprehenfive  of  the  expence,  "  that  thirty  pounds  a  year  was  enough  to 
enable  a  man  to  live  there  without  being  contemptible.  He  allowed  ten  pounds 
for  clothes  and  linen.  He  faid  a  man  might  live  in  a  garret  at  eighteen-pence 
a  week  j  few  people  would  inquire  where  he  lodged;  and  if  they  did,  it  was 
cafy  to  fay,  «  Sir,  I  am  to  be  found  at  fuch  a  place/  By  (pending  three-pence 
in  a  coffee-houfe,  he  might  be  for  fome  hours  every  day  in  very  good  com- 
pany ;  he  might  dine  for  fix-pence,  breakfaft  on  bread  and  milk  for  a  penny, 
and  do  without  fupper.  On  ckan-Jhirt-day  he  went  abroad,  and  paid  vifits.'* 
I  have  heard  him  mbrc  than  once  talk  of  this  fi^gal  friend,  whom  he  recol- 
lefted  with  efteem  and  kindnels,  and  did  not  like  to  have  any  one  finile  at 
the  recital.  "  This  man  (faid  he,  gravely,)  was  a  very  fenfible  man,  who 
perfeftly  underftood  common  affairs :  a  man  of  a  great  deal  of  knowledge 
of  the  world,  freih  from  life,  not  ftrained  through  books.  He  borrowed  a 
horfe  and  ten  pounds  at  Birniingham.  Finding  himfelf  mafter  of  fo  much 
money,  he  fet  off  for  Weft  Chcfter,  in  order  to  get  to  Ireland  He  returned 
the  horfe,  and  probably  the  ten  pounds  too,  after  he  got  home/' 

Confidering  Johnfon's  narrow  circumflances  in  the  early  part  of  his  life, 
and  particularly  at  riie  interefting  aera  of  his  launching  into  the  ocean  of 
Loiidon,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  an  a£h]al  inftance,  proved  by  expe* 
ricnce^  of  the  poffibility  of  enjoying  the  intelledlual  luxury  of  focial  life,  upon 
ji  very  fhiaU  income,  (hould  deeply  engage  his  attention,  and  be  ever  recol- 
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1737-     leAed  by  him  as  a  circumftance  of  much  importance.    He  amufed  himfelfi 

^tatl^8.  ^  remember,  by  computing  how  much  more  expence  was  abfolutely  neceffary 

to  live  upon  the  fame  fcale  with  that  which  his  friend  defcribed,  when  the 

value  of  money  was  diminilhed  by  the  progrels  of  commerce.     It  may  be 

cftimated  that  double  the  money  might  now  with  difficulty  be  lufficient. 

Amidft  this  cold  obfcurity,  there  was  one  brilliant  circumftance  to  cheer 
him ;  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Henry  Hervey,  one  of  the  branches 
of  the  noble  family  of  that  name,  who  had  bein  quartered  at  Lichfield  as  an 
officer  of  the  army,  and  had  at  this  timeahoufc  in  London,  where  Johnfon  was 
frequendy  entertained,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  genteel  company. 
Not  very  long  before  his  death,  he  mentioned  this,  among  other  particulars 
of  his  life,  which  he  was  kindly  communicating  to  me ;  and  he  defcribed  this 
early  friend  "  Harry  Hervey,"  thus :  «  He  was  a  vicious  man,  but  very 
kind  to  me.     If  you  call  a  dog  Hervey,  I  fhall  love  him." 

He  told  me  he  had  now  written  only  three  a6bs  of  his  Irene>  and  that  he 
retired  for  fome  time  to  lodgings  at  Greenwich,  where  he  proceeded  in  it 
fomcwhat  farther,  and  ufed  to  compofe,  walking  in  the  Parki  but  did  not 
flay  long  enough  at  that  place  to  finifh  it. 

At  this  period  we  find  the  following  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Edward  Cave, 
which,  as  a  link  in  the  chain  of  his  literary  hiflory,  it  is  proper  to  infert: 

To  Mr.  Cave. 

Greenwich,  next  door  to  the  Golden  Heart, 


(( 


Sir,  Church-ftrcct,  July  12,  1737. 

"  HAVING  obfcrved  in  your  papers  very  uncommon  offers  of 
encouragement  to  men  of  letters,  I  have  chofen^  being  a  flranger  in  London, 
to  communicate  to  you  the  following  defign,  which,  I  hope,  if  you  join  in 
it^  will  be  of  advantage  to  both  of  us. 

"  The  Hiflory  of  the  Council  of  Trent  having  been  lately  tranflated  into 
French,  and  publifhed  with  large  Notes  by  Dr.  Le  Courayer,  the  reputation 
of  that  book  is  fo  much  revived  in  England,  that,  it  is  prefumed,  a  new 
tranflation  of  it  from  the  Italian,  together  with  LcCourayer's  Notes  from  the 
French,  could  not  fail  of  a  favourable  reception. 

"  If  it  be  anfwered,  that  the  Hiflory  is  already  in  Englifh,  it  mufl  be  remem- 
bered, that  there  was  the  fame  objeftion  againft  Lc  Courayer's  undertaking, 
with  this  difadvantage,  that  the  French  had  a  verfion  by  one  of  their  bcfl 
tranflators,  whereas  you  cannot  read  three  pages  of  the  Englifh  Hifboiy 
4  without 
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without  difcovering  that  the  flyle  is  capable  of  great  improvements ;   but      >737' 
whether  thofe  improvements  are  to  be  expefted  from  this  attempt,  you  muft  ^^Tas! 
judge  from  the  fpecimen,  which,  if  you  approve  the  propofal,  I  fhall  fubmit 
to  your  examination, 

"  Suppofe  the  rnerit  of  the  verfions  equal,  we  may  hope  that  the  addidon 
of  the  Notes  will  turn  the  balance  in  our  fevour,  confidering  the  reputation  of 
the  Annotaton 

^'  Be  pleafed  to  favour  me  with  a  Ipeedy  anfwer,  if  you  are  not  willmg 
to  engage  in  this  fcheme  i  and  appoint  me  a  day  to  wait  upon  you,  if  you 
are.    I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

It  (hould  feem  from  this  letter,  though  fubfcribed  with  his  own  name,  that 
he  had  not  yet  been  introduced  to  Mn  Cave.  We  fhall  prefently  fee  what 
was  done  in  confequence  of  the  propofal  which  it  contains. 

In  the  courfeof  the  fummer  he  returned  to  Lichfield,  where  he  had  left 
Mrs.  Johnibn,  and  there  he  at  laft  finifhed  his  tragedy,  which  was  not 
executed  with  his  rapidity  of  compofition  upon  other  occafions,  but  was  flowly 
and  painfully  elaborated.  A  few  days  before  his  death,  while  burning  a 
great  mafs  of  papers,  he  picked  out  from  aihong  them  the  original  unformed 
iketch  of  this  tragedy,  in  his  own  hand-writings  and  gave  it  to  Mr. 
Langton,  by  whofe  favour  a  copy  of  it  is  now  in  my  pofleflion.  It  contains 
fragments  of  the  intended  plot,  and  fpeeches  for  the  different  perfons  of  the 
drama,  pardy  in  the  raw  materials  of  profc,  pardy  worked  up  into  verfe  j 
as  alfo  a  variety  of  hints  for  iUuflration  borrowed  from  the  Greek,  Roman, 
and  modem  writers.  The  hand-writing  is  very  difficult  to  be  read,  even  by 
thofe  who  were  befl  acquainted  with  Johnfon*s  mode  of  penmanfhip,  which  at 
all  times  was  very  particular.  The  King  having  gracioufly  accepted  of  this 
manufcript  as  a  literary  curiofity,  Mr.  Langton  made  a  fair  and  diftinft  copy  of 
it,  which  he  ordered  to  be  bound  up  with  die  original  and  the  printed  tragedy  5 
and  the  volume  is  depofited  in  the  King's  library.  His  Majefly  was  pleafed 
to  permit  Mr.  Langton  to  take  a  copy  of  it  for  himfelf. 

The  whole  of  it  is  rich  in  thought  and  imagery,  and  happy  ei^reffions ; 
and  of  the  disjeSla  memhra  icattered  throughout,  and  as  yet  unarranged,  a  good 
dramatick  poet  might  avail  himfelf  with  confiderable  advantage.  I  fhall  give 
my  readers  fome  fpecimeos  of  different  kinds>  diilinguifhing  them  by  the 
Italick  charaAer. 

Ha  "  Nor 
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"  Nor  think  to  Jay^  here  will  Iftopy 

"  Here  will  I  fix  the  limits  of  tranfgreffiony 

**  Nor  farther  tempt  the  avenging  rage  of  hecFuen. 

**  When  guilt  like  this  once  harbours  in  the  breaft^ 

"  Thofe  holy  beings^  whofe  unjeen  direSim 

**  Guides  through  the  maze  of  life  thefteps  of  man, 

"  Fly  the  detefted  man/ions  of  impiety y  , 

"  And  quit  their  charge  to  borrour  and  to  ruin.** 

A  fmall  part  only  of  this  intercfting  admonition  is  prefervcd  in  the  play, 
and  is  variedj  I  think^  not  to  advantage : 

"  The  foul  once  tainted  with  fo  foul  a  crime, 
"  No  more  fhall  glow  with  friendfhip's  hallowed  ardour : 
^*  Thofe  holy  beings  whofe  fuperiour  care 
"  Guides  erring  mortals  to  the  paths  of  virtue^ 
^      «  Affrighted  at  impiety  like  thine, 

"  Refign  their  charge  to  bafenefs  and  to  ruin/' 

«*  I  feel  the  f oft  infeSlion 
*'  Flujh  in  my  cheek,  and  wander  in  my  veins. 
"  ^each  me  the  Grecian  arts  of/oftperfuafion.'* 

"  Sure  this  is  love,  which  heretofore  I  conceived  the  dream  of  idle  maids, 
and  wanton  poets  y 

"  Though  no  comets  or  prodigies  foretold  the  ruin  of  Greece,  figns  which 
heaven  muft  by  another  miracle  enable  us  to  underftand^  yet  might  it  be  forejbown, 
by  tokens  no  lefs  certain^  by  the  vices  which  always  bring  it  on** 

This  laft  paffage  is  worked  up  in  the  tragedy  itfelf,  as  follows  : 

LBONTIUS. 

**  ■  That  power  that  kindly  fprcads 

**  The  clouds,  a  fignal  of  impending  fhowers^ 
«*  To  wam  the  wand'ring  linnet  to  the  (hade, 
"  Beheld,  without  concern,  expiring  Greece, 
"  And  not  one  prodigy  foretold  our  fete/' 

D£M£TK1VS* 
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DEMETRIUS. 

^  A  thoufand  horrid  prodigies  foretold  it ; 

«  A  feeble  government,  eluded  laws, 

*'  A  fadtious  populace^  luxurious  nobles, 

^^  And  all  the  nialadies  of  finking  dates. 

**  When  publick  villainy,  too  ftrong  for  juftice, 

**  Shows  his  bold  front,  the  harbinger  of  ruin, 

"  Can  brave  Leontius  call  for  airy  wonders, 

*^  Which  cheats  interpret,  and  which  fools  regard  ? 

**  When  fome  neglefted  fabrick  nods  beneath 

'*  The  weight  of  years,  and  totters  to  the  tempeft, 

*'  Muft  heaven  dilpatch  the  meflengers  of  light, 

"  Or  wake  the  dead,  to  warn  us  of  its  fall  ? " 

Mahomet  (to  Irene).  "  /  have  fried  tbee^  and  jijy  to  find  that  thou 
deferveji  to  be  loved  by  JMahomety — with  a  mind  great  as  his  own.  Sure^  thou  art 
an  errour  of  nature^  and  an  exception  to  the  reft  of  thy  fexy  and  art  immortal  i 
for  Jentiments  like  thine  were  never  to  fink  into  nothing.  I  thought  all  the  thoughts 
vf  the  fair  bad  been  to  fele£l  the  graces  of  the  day^  difpofe  the  colours  of  the 
flaunting  (flowing)  robe^.  tune  the  voice  and  roll  the  eyCy  place  the  gem^  choofe  the 
drejsy  and  add  new  rofes  to  the  fading  cheeky  but^-^-fparkling^^ 

Thus  in  the  tragedy: 

*'  Illuftrious  maid,  new  wonders  fix  me  thine ; 
*^  Thy  foul  completes  the  triumphs  of  thy  face : 
*'  I  thought;  forgive  my  fair,  the  noblefl  aim, 
"  The  fh-ongefl  eflfort  of  a  female  foul, 
<<  Was  but  to  choofe  the  graces  of  the  day, 
*'  To  tune  the  tongue,  to  teach  the  eyes  to  roll, 
**  Difpofe  the  colours  of  the  flowing  robe, 
«*  And  add  new  colours  to  the  faded  cheek." 

I  fhall  feled  one  other  pafTage,  on  account  of  the  dodlrine  which  it  illuf- 
trates.  Irene  obfcrves,  "  that  the  Supreme  Being  will  accept  ofvirtuey  whatever 
outward  circumftances  it  may  be  accompanied  with^  and  may  be  delighted  with 
varieties  of  worjhip  i^-^ut  is  anfwered,  that  variety  cannot  affe^  that  Being,  who 

ifffinitely 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

infinitely  happy  in  bis  own  perfeSltonsy  wants  no  external  gratifications ;  nor  can 
infinite  truth  be  delighted  with  faljhood -,  that  though  he  may  guide  or  pity  thofe 
be  leaves  in  darknefs^  be  abandons  thofe  who  Jhut  their  eyes  againft  the  beams 
of  dayr 

Johnfon's  refidence  at  Lichfield,  on  his  return  to  it  at  this  time,  was  only 
for  three  months ;  and  as  he  had  as  yet  feen  but  a  fmali  part  of  the  wonders  of 
the  metropolis,  he  had  little  to  tell  his  townfmen.  He  related  to  me  the  fol- 
lowing minute  anecdote  of  this  period :  "  In  the  lafl:  age,  when  my  mother 
lived  in  London,  there  were  two  fets  of  people,  thofe  who  gave  the  wall,  and 
thofe  who  took  it ;  the  peaceable  apd  the  quarrelfome.  When  I  returned  to 
Lichfield,  after  having  been  in  London,  my  mother  afkejj  me,  whether  I  was 
one  of  thofe  who  gave  the  wall,  or  thofe  who  took  it.  Now  it  is  fixed  that 
every  man  keeps  to  the  rights  or,  if  one  is  taking  the  wall,  another  yields  itj 
and  it  is  never  a  dilpute*." 

He  now  removed  to  London  with  Mrs.  Johnfon  j  but  her  daughter,  who 
had  lived  with  them  at  Edial,  was  left  with  her  relations  ia  the  country. 
His  lodgings  were  for  fome  time  in  Woodftock-ftreet,  near  Hanover- 
fquare,  and  afterwards  in  Caftlc-ftreet,  near  Cavendifli-fquare.  As  there  is 
fomething  pleafingly  interefting,  to  many,  in  tracing  fo  great  a  man  through 
all  his  different  habitations,  I  Ihall,  before  this  work  is  concluded,  prefent 
my  readers  with  an  escaft  lift  of  his  lodgings  and  houfes,  in  order  of  time, 
which,  in  placid  condefcenfion  to  my  relpeftflil  curiofity,  he  one  evening 
diftated  to  me,  but  without  fpecifying  how  long  he  lived  at  each.  In  the 
progrefs  of  his  life  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention  fome  of  them  as  conne£led 
with  particular  incidents,  or  with  the  writing  of  partictalar  parts  of  his  works. 
To  fome,  this  minute  attention  may  appear  trifling;  but  when  we  confider 
the  pundtilious  exadbiefs  with  which  the  different  houfes  in  which  Milton 
rcfided  have  been  traced  by  the  writers  of  his  life,  a  0milar  enthufiafm  may 
be  pardoned  in  the  biographer  of  Johnfon. 

His  tragedy  bemg  by  this  time,  as  he  thought,  completely  finifhed  and  fit 
lor  the  ibge,  he  was  very  defirous  that  it  fhould  be  brought  forward.  Mr. 
Peter  Garrick  told  me,  that  Johnfon  and  he  went  together  to  die  Foun* 
tain  tavern,  and  read  it  over,  and  that  he  afterwards  folicitcd  Mr.  Fleetwood, 
the  patentee  of  Drury-lane  theatre,  to  have  it  afted  at  his  houfe ;  but  Mr. 
Fleetwood  would  not  accept  it,  probably  becaufe  it  was  not  patronilcd  by 

«  Jovraal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  jd  edit.  p.  3j2.    . 
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fome  man  of  high  rank ;  and  it  was  not  afted  till  1749,  when  his  friend  David 
Garrick  was  manager  of  that  theatre. 

"  Thb  Gentleman's  Magazine,"  begun  and  carried  on  by  Mr.  Edward 
Cave,  under  the  name  of  Sylvanus  Urban,  had  attracted  the  notice  and 
efteem  of  Johnfbn,  in  an  eminent  degree,  before  he  came  to  London  as  an 
adventurer  in  literature.  He  told  me,  that  when  he  firft  faw  St.  John's 
Gate,  the  place  where  that  defervedly  popular  mifcellany  was  originally 
printed,  he  "  beheld  it  with  reverence."  I  fuppofe,  indeed,  that  every  young 
authour  has  had  the  fame  kind  of  feeling  for  the  magazine  or  periodical  pub- 
lication which  has  firft  entertained  him,  and  in  which  he  has  firft  had  an 
opportunity  to  lee  himfelf  in  print,  without  the  rifk  of  expofing  his  namcr 
I  mylelf  recolleftfuch  impreflions  from  ^^  The  Scots  Magazine,"  which  was 
begun  at  Edinburgh  in  the  year  1739,  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  conduced  with  judge^ 
ment,  accuracy,  and  propriety.  I  yet  cannot  help  thinking  of  it  with  an 
afFcftionate  regard.  Johnfon  has  dignified  the  Gendeman's  Magazine,  by 
the  importance  with  which  he  invefls  the  life  of  Cave  j  but  he  has  given  it 
ftiU  greater  luftre  by  the  various  admirable  Eflays  which  he  wrote  for  itr 

Though  Johnfbn  was  often  folicited  by  his  friends  to  make  a  complete  lift  of 
his  writings,  and  talked  of  doing  it,  I  believe  with  a  Icrious  intention  that  they 
ftiould  all  be  colleded  on  his  own  account,  he  put  it  off  from  year  to  year,  and 
at  laft  died  without  having  done  it  perfedtly.  I  have  one  in  his  own  hand- 
writing, which  contains  a  certain  number  j  I  indeed  doubt  if  he  could  have 
recollc6ted  every  one  of  them,  as  they  were  fo  numerous,  fb  various,  and 
feattered  in  fuch  a  multipUcity  of  unconnected  publications  j  nay,  feveral  of 
them  publifhcd  under  the  names  of  other  perfons,  to  whom  he  liberally  con- 
tributed from  the  abundance  of  his  mind.  We  muft,  therefore,  be  content 
to  difcover  them,  pardy  from  occafional  information  given  by  him  to  his 
friends,  and  pardy  from  internal  evidence  ^ 

His  firft  performance  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  which  for  many  years 
was  his  principal  refource  for  employment  and  lupport,  was  a  copy  of  Latin 
verfes,  in  March,  1738,  addrefTed  to  the  editor  in  fo  happy  a  ftyle  of  com- 
pliment, that  Cave  muft  have  been  deftitute  both  of  tafte  and  fcnfibility,  had 
had  he  not  felt  himfelf  highly  gratified. 

»  While  in  the  courfc  of  my  narratiTC  I  eaumerate  his  writings,  Tfliall  take  cart  that  my 
leaders  (hall  not  be  left  to  waver  in  doubt,  between  certainty  and  conjc^bwc,  with  regard  to  their- 
anthenticity ;  and,  for  that  pnrpofe,  fhall  mark  with  an  ajferi/l^  (•)  thofe  which  he  acknowledged 
to  his  friends,  and  with  a  dag£;fr  (+}  thofe  which  arc  afccrtained  to  be  his  by  internal  evidence. 
When  any  other  pieces  arc  afcribed'to  him,  I  fhall  give  my  reafons. 
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Ad    Urbanum.* 

Urbanb,  nullis  fejfe  lahorihusy 
Urbane,  mdlis  viSle  calumniisj 
Cuifrontejertum  in  eruditd 
Perpetub  viret  et  virebit  i 

^id  moUatur  gens  imitantium^ 
^id  et  minetur^  Jolicitus  parum^ 
Vacare  Jolts  perge  Mufis^ 
Juxta  animo  ftudiifque  felix. 

Lingua  procacis  plumhea  Jpicula^ 
Fidcns^  Juperbo  frange  filentio  \ 
ViRrix  per  obftantes  catervas 
SeduJiias  animofa  tend^L 

Intende  nervos,  fortts^  inanibus 
Rifurus  oUm  nifibus  amuli  i 
Intende  jam  nervos^  babebis 
Participes  opera  Camoenas. 

Non  uUa  Mufts  pagina  gratioTj 
^am  qua /everts  ludicra  jungere 
Noviti  fatigatamque  nugis 
Vtilibus  recreate  mentem. 

T^exente  Nympbis  ferta  Lycoride, 
Rofa  rubor  em  Jic  viola  adjuvat 
hnmiftay  ftc  Ms  refulget 
\^  jEtbereis  variata  fucis\ 

S.  J. 

It 

*  A  tranflation  of  this  Ocle>  by  an  unknown  correTpondentj  appeared  in  tbe  Magazine  for  the 
nonth  of  May  following : 

''  Hul  U&BAK  I  indefatigable  man, 
**  Unwearied  yet  by  all  thy  ufcful  toil! 

**  Whom  num'rous  flandeitrs  aflkult  in  vain  % 
*'  Whom  no  bafe  calumny  can  put  to  foil. 
'*  But  ftill  the  laurel  on  thy  learned  bro^ 
V  Flonriihcs  fair,  and  Audi  for  ever  grow« 

«  What 
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It  appears  that  he  was  now  enlifted  by  Mr.  Cave  as  a  regular  coadjutor  in 
his  magazine,  by  whidh  he  probably  obtained  a  tolerable  livelihood.  At  what 
time)  or  by  what  means,  he  had  acquired  a  competent  knowledge  both  of 
French  and  Italian,  I  do  not  know ;  but  he  was  fo  well  fkilled  in  theni,  jsls  to 
be  fufficiently  qualified  for  a  tranflator.  That  part  of  his  labour  which  con- 
filled  in  emendation  and  improvement  of  the  produiStions  of  other  contri- 
butors, like  that  employed  in  levelling  ground,  can  be  perceived  only  by  thofc 
who  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  original  with  the  altered  copy. 
What  we  certainly  know  to  have  been  done  by  him  in  this  way,  was  the 
Debates  in  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  under  the  name  of  ^*  The  Senate  of 

'•*  What  mean  the  fervile  imitating  crew, 
'*  What  their  vain  bluft'ring,  and  their  empty  noire, 

«•  Ne'er  fcek :  but  ftiU  thy  nobk  ends  purfiie, 
"  Unconquer'd  by  the  rabble's  venal  voice. 

"  Still  to  the  Mufe  thy  ftudious  mind  apply, 

^  Happy  in  temper  as  in  induftry. 

-^^  The  fenfeleTs  fneerings  of  an  haughty  tongue^ 
^'  Unworthy  thy  attention  to  engage, 

**  Unheeded  pafs :  and  tho'  they  mean  thee  wrong, 
«'  By  manly  lilence  diiappoint  their  rage. 

<'  Affiduoas  diligence  confounds  its  foes^ 

^'  Rcfiftlefs,  tho'  malicious  crouds  oppoTe. 

'••  Exert  thy  powers,  nor  flacken  in  the  courfe, 
««  Thy  fpotiefs  fame  fhall  quafh  all  falfe  reports : 

«*  Exertthy  powers*  noricar  a  rival's  force, 
«<  But  thou  {halt  fmile  at  all  his  vain  efforts  ; 

**  Thy  labours  Ihall  be  crown'd  with  large  fucoefa  ; 

<<  The  Mufe's  aid  thy  magazine  (hail  blefi. 

"  No  page  more  grateful  to  th'  harmonious  nine 
^i  Than  that  whetem  thy  hbours  we'furvey : 

''  Where  folemn  themes  in  fuller  fplendour  fbmt, 
-«•  (Delightful  mixture,)  blended  widi  the  gay. 

«*  Where  in  improving,  various  joys  we  find, 

**  A  welcome  itfpite  to  the  wearied  mind. 

^'  Thus  when  the  Ayinphs  in  fome  £ur  verdant  mead, 
'*  Of  varioas  flow'rs  a  beauteous  wreath  compofe, 

"  The  lovely  violet's  azure-painted  head 
"  Adds  luftre  to  the  crinifon-blulhing  rofe, 

"  Thus  Tplendid  Iris,  with  her  varied  dye, 

'*<  Shines  in  the  aether,  and  adorns  the  flcy. 

«  BRITON." 

I  LilKput;' 
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LiUiput/'  fometimes  with  feigned  denominations  of  the  feveral  fpeakers;* 
fiunetimes  with  denominations  formed  of  the  ktters  of  their  real  names^.  in^ 
the  manner  of  what  is  called  anagram,  fo  that  they  might  eafily  be  decy- 
phered.  Parliament  then  kept  the  prefs  in  a  kind  of  myfterious  awe,  which 
made  it  neceflary  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  devices.  In  our  time  it  has. 
acquired  an  unreftrained  freedom,  fo  that  the  people  in  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom have  a  fair,  open^  and  exaft  report  of  the  aftual  proceedings  of  their 
reprefentatives  and  legiflators  j  which  in  our  conftitution  is  highly  to  be  valued^ 
though,  unqueftionably,  there  has  of  late  been  too  much  reafon  to  complain 
©f  the  petulance  with  which  obfcure  IcribWers  have  prefumed  tz>  treat  men  of 
the  moft  relpefltable  charafter  and  (ituarion* 

This  important  article  of  the  Gendeman's  Magazine  was,,  for  leveral  years,., 
executed  by  Mr.  William  Guthrie,  a  man  who  defenses  to  be  refpeftably 
recorded  in  die  literary  annals  of  this  country^  He  was  defcended  of  an< 
ancient  fannily  in  Scotland;  but  having  a  Imall  patrimony,, and  being  an  adhe- 
rent of  the  unfortunate  houfe  of  Stuart,  he  could  not  accept  of  any  office  in^ 
the  ftate ;  he  therefore  came  to  Ix>ndon,  and  employed  his  talents  and  leam- 
mg  as  an  **  Authour  by  profeffion.'*  His  writings  in  hiftory,,  cridcifin,  and. 
poliucks,  had  confiderable  merit  ^.  He  was  the  firfl  £ng}ifh  hiilorian  who 
had  recourfe  to  that  authen^ick  fourc?  of  information,  the  Parliamentary 
Journals ;  and  fuch  was  the  power  of  his  political  pen,  that,  at  an  early  period,, 
government  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  keep  it  quiet  by  a  penfion,  which. 
he  enjoyed  till  his  death.  Johnibn  efteemed  him  enough  to  wifli  that  his 
life  fliould  be  written.  The  debates  in  Parliament,  which  were  brought  home 
and  digefted  by  Guthrie,  whofe  memory,  though  furpx^flcd  by  others  who* 
have  fmce  followed  him  in  the  feme  department,  was  yet  very  quick  and* 
tenacious,,  were  fent  by  Cave  to  Johnibn  for  his  revifiqn  \  and,,  ^er  fome 
time,  when  Guthrie  had  attained  to  greater  variety  of  emjJQyment,  and  the 
fpeeches  were  more  and  more  enriched  by  the  acceffion  of  Johnfon's  genius^ 
it  was  refolved  that  he  ihould  do  the  whole  himfelf^  from  the  fcanty  notes 
fiirnilhed  byperfons  employed  to  attend  m  both  houfes  of  Parliament.  Some- 
times, however,  as  he  himfelf  told  me,  he  had  nothing  more  communi- 
cated to  him  but  the  names  of  the  feveral  ipeakers,  and  the  part  which  they 
had  taken  in  the  debatc- 

^  How  much  poetry  he  wrote,  I  Icnow  nqt  y  but  he  iafonned  va^s  tKat  he  was  the  aothotir  of 
the  beautiful  little  piece,  *•  The  Eajfe  gpd  Robin  R^brcaft,"  in  the  collc^on  of  poems  entitled 
<•  The  Union/'  tl^o^gh  it  i;  there  faid  to  be  written  by  Archibald  Scott,.bcfore  the  year  i6oo. 

1  Thus 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TH$:     LIFE     OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

Thus  W]^  Johnfon  cmpli>y€d,  duriag  feme  of  the  bcft  ycirs  of  hU  fife, 

^3s  2L  mere  literary  labourer  ^  for  gain>  Hot  glory,"  fokJy  to  obtain  an  honeft 

fupport-     He  however  indulged  himfelf  in  occafional  little  lallies,  which  the 

French  fo  happily  exprefe  by  the  term  Jmx  d'ejprity  and  which  will   be 

nodced  in  their  order,  in  the  progrcfe  of  this  work. 

But  what  firft  dilplayed  his  tranfeeadcnt  powers,  and  *^  gave  the  world 
afliirance  of  the  Man^"  was  his  "London,  a  Poem,  in  Imitation  of  the 
Third  Satire  of  Juvenal,"  which  came  out  in  May  this  year,  and  burft 
forth  with  a  Iplendour,  the  rays  of  which  will  for  ever  encirde  his  name. 
Boileau  had  imitated  the  fame  larire  with  great  fuccefs,  applying  it  to  Paris ; 
but  an  attentive  comparifon  will  fatisfy  every  reader,  that  he  is  much  excelled 
by  the  EngUlh  JuvanaL  Oldham  had  alfo  imitated  it,  and  applied  it  to 
London  \  all  which  performances  concur  to  prove,  that  great  cities,  in  eveiy 
age,  and  in  every  country,  will  furnilh  limilar  topicks  of  fatire.  Whether 
Johnfon  had  previoufly  read  Oldham's  imitation,  I  do  not  know  j  but  it  is 
not  a  litde  remarkable,  that  there  is  fcarcely  any  coincidence  found  between 
the  two  performances,  though  upon  the  very  feme  fubjeft.  The  only  in- 
ftances  are,  in  defcribing  London  as  the  Jink  of  foreign  worthkfliiefe : 


the  common  Jbere^ 


and. 


*^  Where  France  does  att  her  filth  and  ordtire  pout." 

Oldham^ 
*«  The  common  Jbore  of  Paris  and  K)i  Rome*** 

Johnson, 


*'  No  calUng  or  profeflton  comes  amife, 

^  A  needy  monfteur  can  be  what  he  pleafe."        ^ 

ft  Oldham, 

**  AH  Iciences  a  fajlmg  monfieur  knows,*' 

JOHNSONr. 

The  partictilars  which  Oldham  has  coIle6ted,  both  as  exhibhing  the  hor- 
rours  of  London,  and  of  the  times,  contrafted  with  better  days,  are  different 
from  thofe  of  Johnfon,  and  in  general  well  chofen,  and  well  expreft*. 

There 

*  I  own  it  {leafed  me  to  find  aiyiongd  them  one  trait  of  the  manners  of  the  age  in  London,  in 
the  laft  century^  to  (hicld  from  the'fneer  of  Kngliih  ridicule,  what  was  fome  time  ago  too  common 
a  prance  in  my  native  city  of  Edinburgh :  ' 

«*  If  what  I*vc  faid  can't  from  the  town  affright, 
'*  Coniidcr  other  dangtrt  of  the  night ; 

I  2  «•  When 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.' 

There  are,  in  Oldham's  imitation,  many  profaick  verfes  and  bad  rhymes,  ^ 
and  his  poem  lets  out  with  a  ftrange  inadvertent  blunder : 

**,Tho'  much  concerned  to  iip^iv^  my  dear  oidfiiend,. 
"  I  muft,  however,  bis  deiign  commend^ 
"  Of  fixing  in  the  country.  — — *' 

It  is  plain  he  was  not  going  to  leave  his  friend  i  his  friend  was  going  to ' 

leave  him*    A  young  lady  at  once  eorrefted  this  with  good  critical  iagacir^^ 

to 

"  Tho*  much  concerned  to  /g/?  my  dear  old  friend."' 

There  is  one  paflage  in  the  origmal,  better  transfofed  by  Oldham  than  by 
Johnfbn  r 

^*  Nil  bahet  infelix  paupertas  durius  in  fe^ 
'^  ^hm  quod  ridicules  homines  fadt** 

which  is  an  exquifite  remark  on  the  galling  meannefs  and  contempt  aniiexed! 
to  poverty :  JoHNsoN'&imitation  is,. 

«  Of  all  the  griefs  that  harrafi  the  diftreft; . 
«  Sure  die  moft  bitter  is  a  fconrfiiJjeft.*'^ 

Oldham's,  though  lefs  elegant,  is  more  juft : 

"  Nothing  in  poverty  lb  ill  is  bome^ 

"^  As  its  expofing  men  to  ginning  Icom.'/ 

Whcre>  or  in  what  manner  this  poem  was  compoled,  I  am  forry  that  T 
neglcdted  to  afcertain  with  precifion,  from  Johnlbn's  own  authority.  He 
has  marked  upon  his  correfted  copy  of  the  firft  edition  of  it,  "  Written 
in  1738 ;"  and,  as  it  was  publilhed  in  the  month^of  May  in  that  year^  it  is 
evident  that  much  time  was  not  employed  in  preparing  it  for  the  prels*^  The 
hiftory  of  its  publication  I  am  enabled  to  give  in'  a  very  latis&Aory  manner; 
and  judging  from  myfeU^  and  many  of  ,my  fiiends,  I  truft  that  it  will  not  be 
uninterefting  to  my  readers*. 

«•  When  brickbats  are  from  upper  ftbries  th'rowni 
"  And  emptied  chamberpots  come  fwrtng  do-wn 
*•  From  garret  ^wmdows.'* 

We 
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We  may  be  certain,   though  it  is  not  exprefsly  named  in  the  following      1738. 
letters  to  Mr.  Cave  in  1738,  that  they  all  relate  to  it ; .  £jax^. 

Tot  JMbr.  -Gave.^ 

G«fHe-ftieet»  Wednefds^  morniiigw.- 
^^SlVLy^  [No  date.  1738.] 

"  WHEN  r took' the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  a  few  days  ago,  I. 
<fid  not  exp^6b  a.  repetition  of  the  fame  pleafure  fo  foon  i  for  a  pleafure  I  fhall  ^ 
always  think  it,  to  converfe  in  any  manner  with  an  ingenious  and  candid  man  % . 
But  having  the  inclofcd  poem  in  my  hands  to  diipofe  of  for  the  benefit  of  the 
authour,  (of  whofe  abilities  I  fliall  fay  nothing^,  fince  I  fend  you  his  per- 
formance,) I  believed  I  could  not  procure-  more  advantageous  terms  from ; 
any  perfon  than  from,  you,  who  have  io  much  diftmguifhed  yourfelf  by  your 
generous  encouragement  of  poetry  i  and  whofe  judgement  of  that  art  nothing 
but  your  commendation  of  my  trifle^ can  give  me  any  occafion  to  call  in  . 
queftion.     I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  look  over  this  poem  with  another 
eye,  and  reward  it  in  a  different  manner,  from  a  mercenary  bookfeller,  who  ; 
counts  the.  lines  he  is  to  purchafe,  .and  confiders  nothing  but  the  bulk.    I  can- 
not help  taking  notice,    that,   befides  what  the  authour  may  hope  for  on 
account  of  his  abilities,  he  has  likewife  another  claim  to  your  regard,  as  he 
lies  at  prefent  under  very  diiadVantageous^  circumftances  of  fortune*    I  beg, 
therefore,   that  you-  will  favour  me  with  a  letter  to-morrow,  .  that  I .  may 
know  what  you  can  afford  to  allow  him,  that  he  may  either  part  with  it 
to  ypu,  ,or  find  out  (which  I'^do  not  expedl)  fome  other  way  more  .to  his 
fadsfadtion. 

<^  I  have  only  to  add,  that  as  I  am  fenfible  T'have  tranfcnbed  it  very 
coarfely,  which,  after  having  akered  it,  I  was  obliged  to  do,  I  will,  if  yon 
pleafe  to  tranfmit  the  fheets  from  theprefe,  correct  it  for  youj  and  take  thfe 
trouble  of  altering  any  ftroke  of  fatire  which  you  may  diflike. 

"  By  exerting  on  this  occafion- your  ufiis^  generofity,  you  will  not  only 
encourage- learning,  and  relieve  diftr^fs,  but  (though  it  be  in  comparifon  of 
the  other  motives  of  very  fmall  account)  oblige  in  a  very  fenfAIe  man*- 
ner,  ,Sir, 

"-  Your  very  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson."  ' 

•  His  Ode  /« Ad  Uriwum''  prpbably,  N. 
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^0  Mr.   Cave, 

«  Sir,  'Wonclay,  No/6,  Caftlcftreet. 

"  I  AM  to  return  youthanks  for  the  prerent  you  were  fo  kind  as  to 

fend  by  me,  and  to  intrcat  that  you  will  be  pleaied  to  inform  me  by  the  penny- 

poft>  whether  you  refolve  to  print  the  poem.     If  you  pleafe  to  lend  it  me  by 

the  poll,  with  a  note  to  Dodfley,  I  will  go  and  read  the  lines  to  him,  that  we 

may  have  his  confent  to  put  his  name. in  the  tide-page.     As  to  the  printing, 

if.it  can  be  fet  jmmediately  about,  I  will  be  fp  much  the  authour's  friend,  as 

not  to  content  myfelf  with  mere  folicitations.in  his  favour.    J  propofe,  if  my 

calculation.be  near  the  truth,  to  engage  for  the  reimburfement  of  all  that  you 

.fhall  lofe  by  an  impreflion  of  500,  providecj,  as  you  Jvery  generoufly  propofe, 

that  the  profit,  if  any,  be  fet  afide  for  the  authour's  ufe,  excepting  the  prefent 

you  made,  which,  if  he  be  a  gainer,  it  is  fit  he  .Ihould  repay.     I  beg  that 

you  will  let  one  of  your  fervlnts  write  an  exaft  account  of  the  expence  of 

fuch  ah  impreffion,  and  fend  it  with  the  poem,   that  I  may  know  what  I 

ei^age  for.     I  am  very  fenfible,    from  your  generofity  on  this  occafion,  of 

your  regard  to  learning,    even  in  its  unhappieft  ftate,  and  cannot  but  think 

fuch  a  temper  deferving  of  the  gratitude  of  thofe  who  fufi^er  Q>  often  from  a 

<:ontrary  dilpofition.    I  am.  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

«  Sam.  Johnson." 

SR?  Mr.   Cave. 

"Sir,  [Nodate.^ 

«  I  WAITED  on  you  to  take  the  copy  to  Dodfley's:  as  I  remem- 
ber the  number  of  lines  which  it  contains,  it  will  be  longer  than  Eugenio^ 
with  the  quotations,  which  muft  be  fubjoined  at  the  bottom  of  the  page, 
part  of  the  beauty  of  the  performance  (if  any  beauty  be  allowed  it)  confiift- 
ing  in  adapting  Juvenal's  fentiments  to  modem  fads  and  perfons.  It  will, 
with  thofe  additions,  very  conveniently  make  five  (heets.  And  fince  the 
expence  will  be  no  more,  I  Ihall  contentedly  infure  it,  as  I  mentioned  in  my 
laft.  If  it  be  not  therefore  gone  to  Dodfley's,  I  beg  it  piay  be  fent  me  by  the 
penny-poft,  that  I  may  have  it  in  the  evening.  I  have  compofed  a  Greek 
Epigram  to  Eliza ',  and  think  Ihe  ought  to  be  celebrated  in  as  many  different 
languages  as  Lewis  le  Grand.     Pray  fend  me  word  when  you  will  begin  upon 

'  The  IdUmed  Mrs*  £lizabeth  Carter. 

the 
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tfie  poem,  for  it  is  a  long  way  to  walk,    I  would  leave  my  Epigram,  but     «738. 
Have  not  day-light  to  tranfcribe  it^.    I  am.  Sir,  jEut.  ao. 

♦^  Your's,  &c. 

"  Sam,  Johnson/' 

T^'  Mr.   Cave.. 

"  I  AM  extremely  obliged  by  your  kind  letter>,and  will  not  fail  to 
attend  you  to-morrow  with  Irene>^  who  looks  upon  you  as  one  of  her  bcft 
friends.. 

"  I  was  to  day  with  Mr.-Dodfley,,  who  declares  very  wamndy  m  favour  of 
die  paper  you  fent  him,,  which  he  defires  to  have  a  Ihare  in,,  it  being,,  as  he 
lays,  a  creditable  thing  to  be  concerned  in.  1  knew  not  what  anlwer  to  make 
till  I  had  confulted  you,  nor  what  to  demand  on  the  authour*s  part,,  but  am^ 
very  willing  that,,  if  you  pleale,  he  ftiould  have  a  part  in  it>,  as  he  will, 
undoubtedly  be  more  diligent  to  dilperfe  and  promote  it..  If  you  can  fend' 
me  word  to-morrow  what  I  fhall  fay  to  him,  I  will  fettle  matters,  and  bring, 
the  poem  with  me  for  the  prefs,,  which  as  the  town  empties^,  we  cannot  be: 
coo  quick  with-    I  am, .  Sir,^ 

^'  Tour's,  &c 

«  Sam.  Jo«»son/' 

To. us  who  havclbi^  known  the  maidy  force^.  bold  Ipirit,  and  mafterijr 
verfification  of  this  poem,  it  is  a  matter  of  curiofity  to  obferve  the  diffidence 
with  which  its  authour  brought  it  forward  into  pubUck  notice,  while  he  is  ib 
cautious  as  not  to  avow  it  to  be  his  own  produdion  ;  and  widi  wh^  hunallitf 
he  offers  to  allow  the  printer  to  *^  alter  any  (hrdce  of  iatire  wluch  he 
mi^t  diflike/'  That  any  fuch  alteration  was  made>  we  do  not  know.  If 
we  did,,  we  could  not  but  feel  an  indignant  regret  ^  but  how  pain&l  is  it  to 
lee  that  a  writer  of.  flich  vigourous  powers  of  mind  was  adually  in  luch^ 
diftrefs,  that  the  fnaall  profit  which  fo  fliort  a  poem,.howcver  excellent,  could: 
yield,  was  courted  as  a  «*  relief." 

It  has  been  generally  iaid,  I  knew  aot  with  what  truth,  that  Johnioit: 
effered  his  <^  London"  to  feveml  bookfeflen,  none  of  whom  wouki  piuv 
ehaie  it.  To  this  circun^ftance  Mr.  Derrick  alludes  in  the  following  lines  of 
his  "  Foktune,.  a  Rhapsody  ;" 
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**«  Will  no  kind  patron  Johnson  own  ? 

•  "  Shall  Johnson. frieridlefs  range  the  town  ? 

'  "  And  every;  p'ublifher  refufe 

"*'  The  offspring  of  his  happy  Mufe  ? " 

But  we  have  feen  that  the- worthy,  mod^,  arid  ingenious  Mr.  Robert 
Dodflcy  had  tafte  enough  to  perceive  its  uncommon  merit,  and  thoyght  it 
creditable  to  have,  a  fhare  in  it,  .The  £i6l  is,  that,  at  a  future  conference,  he 
bargained,  for  the  whole  property  of  it,  for  which  he  j;ave  Johnfon  ten 
guineas,  who  told  me,  "  I  might,  perhaps,  have  accepted  of  lefs ;  but  that 
Paul  Whitehead  had  a  litde.  before  got  ten  guineas  for  a  poem  i  and  I  would 
not  take  lefs  than  PaurWhitehead." 

J  may  herjc  obferve,  that  Johnlbn  appeared  to  me  to  undervalue  Paul 
Whitehead  upon  every  occafion  when  he  was  mentioned,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  did  not  do  him  juftice ;.  but  when  it  is  confidered  that  Paul  Whitehead 
was  a  member  of  a  riotous  and  profane  club,  we  may  account  for  Johnfon's 
hkving  a  prejudice  againft.  him.  Paul  Whitehead  was,  indeed,  unfortunate 
inbeiqgnot  only  flighted  by  Johnfon,  but  violendy  attacked  by  ChurchiU, 
who  utters  the  following  imprecation: 

"  May  I  (can  worfc  diigraee  on  manhood  fall  ?), 
'  •*  Be  .bom^  a  Whitehead,  and  bapriz'd  a  Paul ! " 

yet  r  ihall  never  be^perfliaded  to  think  meanly  of  .the  authour  of  fo  brilliant 
and. pointed  a  iadre  as  ^'  Manners.'' 

Johnfon's  "London'*  was  publilhed  in  May,  1738*5  and  it  is  remark- 
abl^i  that  it  came  out  on  the  fame  jmornmg  with  Pope's  fatire,  enrided 
"  1738;"  fo  that  England  had  at  once  its  Juvenal  and  Horace  .as  poetical 
monitors.  The  Reverend  Dr.  Douglas,  now  Bifhop  of  Carlifle,  to  whom 
1  am  indebted  for  fome  obliging  communications^  was  then  a  ftudent  ac 

*  Sir  John  Hawkin$»  p.  86,  tells  us  "  The  event  is  witutaud,  in  the.  poem  of  *  Londoti ;' 
but  in  every  pariicolar,  except  the  difference  of  a  year,  what  is  there  faid  of  the  departure  of 
Thales,  muft  be  underftood  of  Savage,  and  looked  upon  as  true  hiftoryj*  This  conjednre  is,  I 
believe,  entirely  groondlefs.  I  have  been  aifared,  thai  Johnfon  faid  he  was  not  fo  much  as 
acqn»nted  with  Savage  when  hc'-wrote  his  <«  London."  If  the  departure  ixientioned  in  it  was 
4be  departure  of  Savage,  <he  event  was  ntitmU€iaiei\3nxfortfeen\  for  '*  London*'  was  publilhed 
in  May^  1738,  and  Savage  did  not  fet  out  for  Wales  till  July,  1739.  However  well  Johnfon 
could  defend  the  credibility  xX  ficwd  Jight^  be  did  not  pretend  thai  he  hiiAfelf  was  pbflefled  of 
(that  faculty. 

Oxford, 
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Oxford,  and  remembers  well  the  efied  which  "  London"  produced.     Everjr      *738. 
body  was  delighted  with  it  j  and  there  being  no  name  to  it,  the  firft  buz  of  the  ]ff£xau  zqI 
literary  circles  was  "  here  is  an  unknown  poet,   greater  even  than  Pope." 
And  it  is  recorded  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  that  year  ^  that  it  *^  got 
to  the  fecond  edition  in  the  courfe  of  a  week." 

One  of  the  warmeft  patrons  of  this  poem  on  its  firft  appearance  was 
General  Oglethorpe,  whofe  "  ftrong  benevolence  of  foul"  was  unabated 
during  the  courfe  of  a  very  long  life  -,  though  it  is  painful  to  thinkp  that  he 
had  but  too  much  reafon  to  become  cold  and  callous,  and  difcontented  with 
the  world,  from  the  negle6l  which  he  experienced  of  his  publick  and  private 
worth,  by  thofe  in  whofe  power  it  was  to  gratify  fo  gallant  a  veteran  with 
marks  of  diftindtion.  This  extraordinary  perfon  was  as  remarkable  for  his 
learning  and  tafte,  as  for  his  other  eminent  qualities  ;  and  no  man  was  more 
prompt,  aftive,  and  generous  in  encouraging  merit.  I  have  heard  Johnfon 
gratefully  acknowledge,  in  his  prefence,  the  kind  and  efFeftual  fupport  which 
he  gave  to  his  "  London,",  thou^  unacquainted  with  its  authour. 

Pope,  who  then  fUled  the  poetical  throne  without  a  rival,  it  may  reafonably 
be  prcfumed,  muft  have  been  particularly  ftruck  by  the  fudden  appearance  of 
fuch  a  poet;  and,  to  his  credit,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  his  feelings 
and  condu6t  on  the  occafion  were  candid  and  liberal.  He  requefted  Mr. 
Richardfon,  fon  of  the  painter,  to  endeavour  to  find  out  who  this  new  authour 
was.  Mr.  Richardfon,  after  fome  inquiry,  having  informed  him  that  he  had 
difcovered  only  that  his  name  was  Johnfon,  and  that  he  was  fome  obfcure 
man.  Pope  faid,  "  He  will  foon  be  deterre\*'  We  fhall  prefently  fee,  from 
a  note  written  by  Pope,  that  he  was  himfelf  afterwards  more  fucccfsflil  in  his 
inquiries  than  his  friend. 

That  in  this  juftly-celebrated  poem  may  be  found  a  few  rhymes  which  the 
critical  precifion  of  Englilh  profody  at  this  day  would  difallow,  cannot  be 
denied  j  but  with  this  fmall  imperfedtion,  which  in  the  general  blaze  of  its 
excellence  is  not  perceived,  till  the  mind  has  fubfided  into  cool  attention,  it 
is,  undoubtedly,  one  of  the  nobleft  produftions  in  our  language,  both  for 
fentiment  and  expreflion.  The  nation  was  then  in  that  ferment  againft  the 
court  and  the  miniftry,  which  fome  years  after  ended  in  the  downfall  of  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  ;  and  as  it  has  been  faid,  that  Tories  are  Whigs  when  out  of 
place,  and  Whigs,  Tories  when  in  place ;  fo,  as  a  whig  adminiftration  ruled 
with  what  force  it  could,  a  tory  oppofition  had  all  the  animation  and  all  the 

3  P.  269.  *  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds^  from  the  information  of  the  younger  Richardfon. 

K  eloquence 
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eloquence  of  refiftance  to  power,  aided  by  the  common  topkks  of  patriotifm, 
liberty,  aqd  independence  !  Accordingly,  we  find  in  Johnfon*s  **  London  ** 
the  moft  fpirited  inveftives  agaiafl  tyranny  and  oppreffion,  the  warmeft  pcct- 
dileftion  for  his  own  country,  and  the  purcft  Ignne  of  virtue  4  intjcr^erfcd  with 
traits  of  his  own  particular  chara&er  and  fituation,  notromittingfais  pnejudices 
as  a  **  true-born  Englifhnian  ^,"  not  only  againfl:  foreign  countries,  but  againfl; 
Ireland  and  Scotland.   On  fome  of  theiie  topicks  I  ihall  quote  a  &w  paflkges ; 

"  The  cheated  nation's  happy  fav'rites  fee ;    ' 

**  Mark  whom  the  gre^t  carels,,  who  frown  on  me/' 

*^  Has  heaven  refcrv'd,  in  pity  to* the  poor, 
*^  No  pathkfs  wafte,  or  undiicover'd  Ihore  ? 
*'  No  fecret  ifland  in  the  boundlefs  m^n  i 
**  No  peaceful  defart  yet  unclaimed  by  Spain  ? 
^  Quick  let  us  rife,  the  happy  feats  explore,   . 
"  And  bear  Oppreffion's  infolence  no  more/* 

**  How,  when  competitors  like  thefe^eonrend, 

**  Czxijurly  Virtue  hope  to  fix  a  friend  J '*'  ' 

**  This  moumfid  truth  is  every  where  confels'd^ 

"  Slow  rises  worth,  by  poverty  depress*!) !** 

We  may  eafily  conceive  with  what  feeling  a  great  mind  like  hi^  crampe(! 
and  galkd  by  narrow  circumftances„  uttered  this  laft  line,  which  he  marked 
by  capitals.  The  whole  of  the  poem  is  eminendy  excellent,  and  there  arc  in 
it  fuch  proofs  of  a  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  of  a  mature  acquaintance 
with  life,  as  cannot  be  contemplated  without  wonder,  when  we  coxifider  that 
he  was  dien  only  in  his  twenty-ninth  year,  and  had  yet  been  fo  litde  in  the 
«  bufy  haunts  of  men*"' 

Yet,  while  we  admire  the  poetical  excellence  of  this  poem,  candour  obliges 
us  to  allow,  that  the  flame  of  patriotifm  and  zeal  for  popular  refiflance  with- 
which  it  is  fraught,  had  no  juft  eaufe.  There  was,,  in  truth,,  no  "  oppreffion  j" 
the  "  nation**  was  not  "  cheated/"  Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  a  wife  and  a 
benevolent  mimfter,  who  thought  that  the  happinefs  and  proiperity  of  a  cook 
mercial  country  like  ours,   would  be  beft  promoted  by  peace,   which  he 

'  It  is,  however«  remarkable,  that  he  ufes  the  epithet,,  which,  undoubtedly,  fince  the  onion* 
between  England  and  Scotland,  ought  to  denominate  the  natives  of  both  parts  of  our  ifland : 

**  Was  early  taught  a  Bkj  ton's  rights  to  prize.'* 

3  accordingly 
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accordingly  maintained,  with  credit,  during  a  very  long  period.  Johnlbn  kim- 
felf  afterwards  honeftly  acknowledged  die  nieric  c^  Walpole,  whom  he  called  '^  a 
fixed  ftar  j"  while  he  charadberifed  his  opponent,  Pitt,  as  "  a  meteor/*  B\it 
Johnibn's  juvenile  poem  was  naturally  impregnated  with  the  fire  of  oppo*- 
liopny  and  upon  every  account  was  univerfally  admired. 

Though  thus  elevated  into  farme,  and  confcious  of  uncommon  powers, 
he  had  not  that  buftling  confidence,  of,  I  may  rather  lay,  that  animated 
ambition^  which  one  might  have  fuppofed  woutd  have  urged  hkn  to  endea- 
vour at  rifing  in  life.  But  fuch  was  his  inflexible  dignity  of  charafter,  that 
he  could  not  ftoep  to  court  the  great ;  without  which>  hardly  any  man  ha» 
made  his  way  to^  high  ftation.  He  could  not  expeft  to  produce  many  fuch 
WDiics  as  his  *^  London,"  and  he  felt  the  hardlhip  of  writing  for  bread  -,  he 
was,  thetiefbi>e,  willing  to.  refume  the  office  of  a  fchoolmafter,  fo  as  to  have  a 
fure,  du>ugh  moderate  income  for  his  life ;  and  an  offer  being  made  to  him 
of  a  fchool  in  Staffi>ndfhire%  provided  he  could  obtain  the  degree  of  Mafter 
of  Arts,  Pr,  Adams  was  applied  to,  by  a  common  friend,  to  know  whether 
that  could  be  granted  him  as  a  favour  from  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford.  But 
though  he  had  made  fuch  a  figure  in  the  literary  worldi  it  was  then  thought 
too  great  a  favour  to  be  afked. 

Pope,  without  any  knowledge  of  him  but  from  his  "  London,"  recom- 
mended him  to  Earl  Gower,.  who  endeavoured  to  procure  for  him  a  degree 
from.DubDn,  by  the  following  letter  to  a  friend  of  Dean  Swift: 

^  Sir, 

"  Mr,  Samuel  Johnson  (authour  of  London,  a  fatire,  and  fomc 
other  poetical  pieces)  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and  much  reipefted  by  fomc 
worthy  gentlemen  in  his  neighbourhood,  who  are  truflees  of  a  charity  fchool 
now  vacant;  the  certain  falary  is  fixty  pounds  a  year,  of  which  they  arc 
defirous  to  make  him  mafter ;  but,  unfortunately,  he  is  not  capable  of  receiv- 
ing their  bounty,  which  would  make  him  happy  for  life,  by  not  being  a  Mafier 
of  ^ts  i  which,  by  the  ftatutes  of  this  fchool,  the  mafter  of  it  muft  be. 

**  Now  thefc  gentlemen  do  me  the  honour,  to  think  that  I  have  intereft 
enough  in- you,  to  prevail  upon  you  to  write  to  Dean  Swift,  to  perfuade  the 

•  In  a  billet  written,  by  Mr.  Pope  in  the  following  year,  this  fchool  is  faid  to  have  been  in 
Bhroi^jre\  but  as  it  appears  from  a  letter  from  Earl  Gower,  that  the  truftees  of  it  were  **  fomc 
worthy  gentlemen  in  JbhniiMi's  neighboitrhood,"  I  conclude  that  Pope  muft  have,  by  midake, 
wrhten  Slyt^lhife  inflead  of  Staffbrdlhire. 

K  2  Univerfity 
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Univerfity  of  Dublin  to  fend  a  diploma  to  me,  conftituting  this  poor  matt 

Matter  of  Arts  in  their  Univerfity.    They  highly  extol  the  man's  learning 

and  probity;  and  will  not  be  perfuaded,  that  the  Univerfity  will  make  any 

difficulty  of  conferring  (uch  a  favour  upon  a  ftranger,.  if  he  is  recommended 

by  the  Dean.     They  lay  he  is  not  afraid  of  the  ftrifteft  examination,  though 

he  is  of  fo  long  a  journey  i  and  will  venture  it,,  if  the  Dean  thinks  k  nccef- 

fary  j  choofing  rather  to  die  upoa  the  road,  than  beftarved  t$  deafb  in  tranjkting^ 

for  iookfellers ;  which  has  been  his  only  fubfiftcnce  for  fomc  time  paft. 

«  I  fear  there  is  more  difficulty  in  this  affair,   than  thofe  good-natured 

gentlemen  apprehend  i  efpecially  as  their  eleftion  cannot  be  delayed  longer 

than  the  i  ith  of  next,  month.     If  you  fee  this  matter  in  the'lame  light  that  it 

appears  to  me,  I  hope  yoa  will  burn  this,  and  pardon  me  for  giving  you  fb- 

much  trouble  about  an  impradticable  thmg ;.  but,   if  you  think  there  is  » 

probability  of  obtaining  the  favour  afked,   I  am  fiire  your  humanity,  and 

propenfity  to  relieve  merit  in  diftre(s>  will  incline  you  to  ferve  the  poor  man,. 

without  my  adding  any  more  to  the  trouble  I  have,  already  givefa  you>  thaft 

alfiiring  you  that  I  am,  with  great  truths  Sir,. 

•*  Your  faithful  huoiblc  fervant,- 

«  GowRiu" 
••  Tientbam,.  Ang,  i,  1759.?' 

It  was,  perhaps  no  fmall  difappointment  to  Johnfbn  that  this  relpeftabic 
appfication  had  not  the  defired  efieft  j  yet  how  much  reafon  has  there  been, 
both  for  himfelf  and  his  country,  to  rejoice  that  it  did  not  fucceed,.  as  he 
might  probably  have  wafted  in  obfcurity  thofe  hours  in  which  he  afterwards 
produced  his  incomparable  works.. 

About  this  time  he  made  one  other  efibrt  to  emancipate  himfelf  from  the 
drudgery  of  authourfhip.  He  applied  to  Dr.  Adams,  to  confult  Dr.  Smalbroke 
of  the  Commons,  whether  a  perfon  might  be  permitted  to  prafticc  as  an 
advocate  there,,  without  a  doftor's  degree  in  Civil  Law.  "  I  am  (faid  he) 
a  total  ftranger  to  thefe  ftudies ;  but  whatever  is  a  profelfion,  and  maintains 
numbers,  muft  be  within  the  reach  of  common  abilities,  and  fbme  degree  of 
induftry."  Dr.  Adams  was  much  pleafed  with  Johnfbn's  deffgn  to  employ 
his  talents  in  that  manner,  being  confident  he  would'  have  attained  to  great 
eminence.  And,  indeed,  I  cannot  conceive  a  man  better  qualified  to  make 
a  diftinguifhed  figure  as  a  lawyer;  for,  he  would  have  brought  to  his  pro- 
ieffion  a  rich  ftore  of  various  knowledge,  an  uncommon  acutenels,  and  a 
command  of  language,  in  which  few  could  have  equalled^  and.  none  have 
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iurpafled  him.  He  who  could  dilplay  eloquence  and  wit  in  defence  of  die 
decifion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  upon  Mn  Wilkes's  ele£tion  for  Middle- 
lex,  and  of  the  unconftitutional  taxation  of  our  fellow  Ibbjeds  in  America^ 
muft  have  been  a  powerful  advocate  m  any  caufe.  But  here,  alfo,  the  want 
of  a  degree  was  an  infiirmountable  bar,. 

He  was,  therefore,  under  the  neceflitjr  of  perfevering  in  that  courfc, 
into  which  he  had  been  forced ;  and  we  find,  that  his  propofal  from  Green- 
wich to  Mr.  Cave,  for  a  tranflation  of  Father  Paul  Sarpi's  Hiftorjr,,  was 
accepted^. 

Some  flieets  of  this  tranflarion  were  printed  off,  but  the  dfefign  was  dropt; 
for  it  happened,  oddly  enough,  that  another  perfbn  of  the  name  of  Samuel 
Johnfon,  Librarian  of  St..  Martin's  in  the  Fields,  and  Curate  of  that  parifh„ 
engaged  in  the  lame  undertaking,  and  was  patronifed  by  the  Clergy,  particu- 
larly by  Dr.  Pearce,  afterwards  Biftiop  of  Rocheften  Several  light  Ikirmifhes 
paffed  between  the  rival  tranflators,  in  the  newfpapers  of  the  days  and  the 
confequence  was,  that  they  deftrayed  each  other^  for  neither  of  them  went  on 
with  the  work.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the  able  performance  of  that, 
celebrated  genius  Fra  Paolo,  loft  the  advantage  of  being  incorporated  into' 
Britifli  literature  by  the  mafterly  hand  of  Johnfon^ 

I  have  in  my  pofleffion^  by  the  favour  of  Mr.  John  Nichols,  a  paper  in 
Johnfon'si  hand-writings  entitled  "  Account  between  Mr.  Edward  Cave  and. 
Sam.  Johnfon,  in  relation  to  a  verfion  of  Father  Paul,  &c.  begun  Auguft 
the  2d,  1738  i"  by  which  it  appears,  that  from  that  day  to  the  aift  of  Aprils 

^  In  the  Weekly  Mi(ccllany»  OAobcr  21,  1738,  there  appeared  the  following  advcrtifement ; 
••  Juft  puhlifhed,  Propofals  for  printing  the  Hiftory  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  tranflated  from  the 
Italian  of  Father  Paul  Sarpi ;  with  the  Authour's  Life,  and  Notes  theological,  hiftorical,  and 
critical,  from  the  French  edition  of  Dr.  Le  Courayer.  To  which  are  a^ded,  Obfervations  on 
the  Hiflory,  and  Notes  and  Uluftiations  from,  various  Authours^  both  printed  and  manafcript. 
By  S.  Johnfon.  i «.  The  woik  will  confift  of  two  hundred  iheets,  and  be  twa  volumes  in  quarto, 
printed  on  good  paper  and  letter.  2.  The  price  wiK  be  1 8/.  each  volume,  to  be  paid,  half  a  guinea, 
at  the  time  of  fubfcribing,  half  a  guinea  at  the  delivery  of  the  firft  volume,  and  the  reft  at  the 
delivery  of  the  fecond  voluine  In  (heets*  3.  Two-pence  t&  be  abated  for  every  (heet  lefs  than  two 
hundred.  It  may  be  had  on  a  large  paper,  in  three  volumes,  at  the  price  of  three  guineas;  one. 
to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  fubfcribing,  another  at  the  delivery  of  the  firft,  and  the  reft  at  the  deli- 
very of  the  otbep  volumes.  The  work  is  now  in  the  prefs,  and  will  be  diligently  profecuted. .  Sub- 
fcriptions  are  taken  in  by  Mr.  Dodfley  in  Pall-Mall,  Mr.  Rivington  in  St.  PaaPs  Church-yard,. 
by  E.  Cave  at  St.  John's  Gate,,  and  the  Tranflator,  at  No.  6  in  Caftle-ftxeet»  by  Cavendiih^ 
i^aare.** 
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Johnfon  received  for  this  work  49/.  yj^.  in  Turns  of  one,  two,  thrcc>  and  Ibme*- 
times  four  guineas  at  a  tinie,.  moll  frequently  two.  And  it  is  curious  ta 
oblerve  the  minute  and  fcrupulou&  accuracy  with  which  Johnfon  has  palled 
upon  it  a  flip  of  paper,  which  he  has  enrided  *^  Small  Account,"  and  which 
contains  one  article/  *'  Sept.  9th,  Mr.  Cave  laid  down  2j.  6^."  There  is  llib- 
joined  to  this  accoilnt^  a  lift  of  fome  fubferibers  to  the  ,work>  partly  in 
Johnlbn's  hand-writing,  partly  in  that  of  another  perion ;  and  there  follows  a 
leaf  or  two  on  which  arc  written  a  nunfJ>er  of  charafters  which  have  the 
appearance  of  a  Ihort  hand,  which,  perhaps,  Johnfon  was  then  trying  to  leam* 

To  Mr.  Cave.  . 

«  Sir,  Wcdnefday. 

"  I  D I D  not  care  to  detain  your  fervant  while  I  wrote  an  anlwer  to 
your  letter,  in  which  you  feem  to  infinuate  that  I  had  promifed  more  than  I 
am  ready  to  perform.  If  I  have  raifed  yoiir  expectations  by  any  thing  that 
may  have  efcaped  my  memory,  I  am  lorry  j  and  if  you  remind  me  of  it, 
Ihall  thank  you  for  the  favour.  If  I  made  fewer  alterations  than  ufual  in  the 
Debates,  it  was  only  becaule  there  appeared,  and  ftill  appears  to  be,  lels  need 
of  alteration.  The  verfes  to  Lady  Firebrace  *  may  be  had  when  you  pleafe,  for 
you  know  that  fuch  a  fubjeft  neither  deferves  much  thoi^ht,  nor  requires  it. 

"  The  Chinefe  Stories'  may  be  had  folded  down  when  you  pleafe  to  fend, 
in  which  I  do  not  recoiled  that  you  defired  any  alterations  to  be  made. 

"  An  anlwer  to  another  query  I  am  very  willing  to  write,  and  had  confulted 
with  you  about  it  laft  night  if  there  had  been  rime  j  for  I  think  it  the  molt 
proper  way  of  inviting  fuch  a  correlpondence  as  may  be  an  advantage  to  the 
paper,  not  a  load  upon  it. 

"  As  to  the  Prize  Verfes,  a  backwardnefs  to  determine  their  degrees  of 
merit  is  not  peculiar  to  me.  You  may,  if  you  pleafe,  ftill  have  what  I  can 
lay ;  but  I  Ihall  engage  with  litde  Ipirit  in  an  affair,  which  I  Ihall  hardly  end 
to  my  own  fatisfadion,  and  certainly  not  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  parties 
concerned '. 

*<  As  to  Fadier  Paul,  I  have  not  yet  been  juft  to  my  propofal,  but  have 
met  with  impediments,  which,  I  hope,  are  now  at  an  end  i  and  if  you  find 

*  They  afterwards  appeared  i»  the  Gentieman's  Magazine  with  this  title,  "  Verfes  to  I-ady 
Fitebracc,  at  Bury  Afltzcs." 

^  Du  Halde't  Deicripticm  of  China  wa^  then  pabUlhing  by  Mr.  Cave  in  weekly  numben, 
whence  Johnfon  was  to  feledl  pieces  for  the  embeUiflunent  of  the  Magazine.    N* 

'  The  premium  of  forty  pounds  propofed  for  the  beft  poem  on  the  Divine  Attributes  is  here 
alluded  to.    N. 
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the  progrefs  hereafter  not  fuch  as  70U  have  a  right  10  expeCt,  you  can  eafiljr      173^- 
ftimulate  a  negligent  tranflator.  ,       jEtatI  ig^ 

*^  If  any  or  all  of  thefe  have  contributed  to  your  difcontent,  I  will  endeavour 
to  remove  it;  and  defire  you  to  propofe  the  queftion  ta which  you  wilh  for 
an  anfwer^    I  am^  Sir, 

«  YoTir  humble  fervant, 

*^  Sam.  Johnson/*    ' 

Ta   Mr..  Cave.. 

'*  I  AM  pretty  much  of  your  opinion*,  that  the  Commentary  cannot 
fee  profccuted  with  any  appearance  of  foccefs ;  for  as  thd  names  of  the  authours 
concerned  are  of  more  weight  in  the  performance  than  its  own  intrinfick 
merit,  the  publick  will  be  foon  fatisfied  with  it..  And  I  think  the  Examen 
ihould  be  pulhed  forward  whh  the  titmoft  expedition..  Thus,.  *  This  day,  &c. 
An  Examen  of  Mr.  Pope's  Eflay,  &c.  containing  a  fuccinft' Account  of  the 
Philofophy  of  Mr.  Leibnitz  on  the  Syftem  of  the  Fatalills,  with  a  Confutation 
of  their  Opinions,,  and  an  lUuftrationof  the  Dodrine  of  Free-will/  [with 
what  elfe  you  think  propcr].. 

*^  It  will,  above  all,  he  necel&ry  ta  take  notice,,  that  it  is  a  thing  diftin6t 
ffom  the  Ccwnmentary. 

*^  I  was  fo  far  from  imagining  they  ffiood  ftill  %  that  I  x:onceived  them  to 
have  a  good  deal  beforehand,  and  therefore  was  lels  anxious  in  providing  them 
more.  But  if  ever  they  Hand  ftill  on  my  account,  it  muft  doubtleis  be 
charged  to  me ;  and  whatever  elfe  (hall  be  reafonable,  I  ftiall  not  oppofe ;  but 
beg  a  fufpenfe  of  judgement  till  morning,,  when  I  nauft  intreat  you  to  fend 
me  a  dozen  propofals>  and  you  Ihall  then  have  copy  to  Ipare..    I  am.  Sir,, 

"  Your%  imfranfusy 

*^  Sam.  Johnson.*' 

"  Pray  mufter  up  the  Propofals  if  you  can,  or  let  the  boy  recall  them* 
fi-om  the  bookfellersj' 

But  although  he  correfponded  with.  Mr..  Cave  concerning  a  tranOationri 
of  Croufaz's  Examen  of  Pope's  Eflay  on  Man>  and  gave  advice  as  one 
anxious  for  its  fucceis,  I  was  long  ago  coni^nced  by  a  peruial  of  the  Pre&ce». 

*  The  compofitors  m  Mr.  Cave's  printing-office,  who  appear  by  this  letter  to  hare  then-waited 
for  copy.    N,. 
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1738.      that  this  tranflation  was  erroneoufly  afcribed  to  him;  and  I  hare  found  this 
iEutTag.   point  afcertained,  beyond  all  doubt^  by  the. following  article  in  Dn  Birch'3 
Manufcripts  in  the  Bririlh  Mufeum  i 

**  ELISIiK    CARTERiE.    S.  P.  D.    ThOMAS   BiRCH« 

^^  Verjimem  tuam  Examinis  Croufaziani  jam  ferk^L  Summamjiyli  ^  elegantiam^ 
^t  in  re  difficillimd  proprietatem^  admiratus. 
"  Dabam  Novmh.  27*"  1738'/' 

Indeed  Mrs.  Carter  has  lately  acknowledged  to  Mr.  Seward,  that  flxe  wa« 
the  tranflator  of  the  Examen. 

Jt  is  remarkable,  that  Johnfon's  laft  quoted  letter  to  Mr.  Cave  concludes 
with  a  fair  confeffion  that  he  had  not  a  dinner ;  and  it  is  no  lels  remarkable, 
that,  though  in  this  ftate  of  want  hifnfclf,  his  benevolent  heart  was  not  infen- 
fible  to  the  neceflities  of  an  humble  labourer  in  literature,  as  appears  from  the 
very  next  letter : 

^0  Mr.   Cave. 
"  Dear  Sir,  t^^  ^^'^1 

«  YOU  may  remember  I  have  formerly  talked  with  you  about  a 
Military  Diftionary,  The  eldeft  Mr.  Macbean,  who  was  with  Mr.  Chambers, 
has  very  good  materials  for  fuch  a  work,  which  I  have^  feen,  and  will  do  it  at 
a  very  low  rate.  I  think  the  terms  of  War  and  Navigation  might  be  com- 
prifed,  with  good  explanations,  in  one  8vo.  Pica,  which  he  is  willing  to  do 
for  twelve  Ihillings  a  flieet,  to  be  made  up  a  guinea  at  the  fecond  impreffion. 
If  you  think  on  it,  I  will  wait  on  you  vdth  him.     I  am.  Sir, 

*'  Your  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 
"  Pray  lend  me  Topfcl  on  Animals." 

I  muft  not  omit  to  mention,  that  this  Mr.  Macbean  was  a  native  of 
Scodand. 

In  the  Gendeman's  Magazine  of  this  year,  Johnfon  gave  a  Life  of  Father 
Paul  i*  and  he  wrote  die  Preface  to  the  Volume,f  which,  though  prefixed  to 
ft  when  bound,  is  always  publifhed  with  the  Appendix,  and  is  therefore  the  laft 
compofition  bebn^ng  to  it.  The  ability  and  nice  adaptation  with  which  iie 
could  draw  up  a  prefatory  addrefs,  was  one  of  his  peculiar  excellencies. 

>  Birch  MSS.  Brit.  Nfuf.  4320. 

It 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  73 

It  appears  too^  that  he  paid  a  friendly  attention  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter  i  i739- 
for,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cave  to  Dr.  Birch,  November  28,  this  year,  I  find  ISSatTIo! 
^*  Mr.  Johnfon  advifes  Mils  C.  to  xindertakc  a  tranflation  of  Boetbius  de  Cons. 
becauie  there  is  profe  and  verfe,  and  to  put  her  name  to  it  when  publilhed/* 
This  advice  was  not  followed,  probably  from  an  apprehenfion  that  the  work 
was  not  fufficiently  popular  for  an  extenfive  fale.  How  well  Johnfon  himfelf 
could  have  executed  a  tranflation  of  this  pbilofophical  poet,  we  may»judge 
from  a  Ipecimen  which  he  has  given  in  the  Rambler  J; 

*'  O  qui  perpetud  mundum  ratione  gnbemas^ 

*^  Terrarum  coslique  Jator ! 

*^  Disjice  terren^e  nubulas  et  pondera  molts, 

y  Jtque  tuo/plendore  mica!     Tu  namqueferenum, 

*'  Tu  requies  tranquillapiis.     Te  cemerefinisj 

"  Principium,  veSfar,  ^uxy/emita,  terminus,  idem** 

«  O  THOU  whole  power  o*er  moving  worlds  prefides, 
^^  Whole  voice  created,  and  whofe  wiidom  guides^ 
'^  On  darkling  man  in  pure  efililgence  Ihine, 
*^  And  cheer  the  clouded  mind  with  light  divine. 
**  'Tis  thine  alone  to  calm  the  pious  breaftj 
*'  With  filcnt  confidence  and  holy  reft ; 
*'  From  thee,  great  God  !  wc  ipring,  to  thee  we  tend, 
^*  Path,  motive,  guide,  original,  and  end!" 

In  1739,  befide  the  afliftance  which  he  gave  to  the  Parliamentary  Debates, 
his  writings  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  were;  "  The  Life  of  Boerhaave,*** 
in  which  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  he  difcovers  that  love  of  chymiftry  which 
never  forfook  him  1  "  An  Appeal  to  the  Publick  in  behalf  of  the  Editor  jf" 
*•  An  Addrej[s  to  the  Reader  ;f "  "  An  Epigram  both  in  Greek  and  Latin  to 
Eliza,*"  and  alfo  Englifli  verfes  to  her  ;*  and,  "  A  Greek  Epigram  to  Dn 
Birch.*"  It  has  been  erroneoufly  fuppofed,  that  an  Eflay  publiihed  in  that 
Magazine  this  year,  entitled  "  The  Apotheofis  of  Milton,*'  was  written  by 
Johnfon  j  and  on  that  fuppofition  it  has  been  improperly  inferted  in  the  edition 
of  his  works  by  the  bookfellers,  after  his  deceafe.  Were  there  no  pofitive 
teftimony  as  to  this  point,  the  ftyle  of  the  performance,  and  the  name  of 
Shakipeare  not  being  mentioned  in  an  Eflay  profeflfedly  reviewing  the  principal 
Englifli  poets,  would  afcertain  it  not  to  be  the  produftion  of  Johnfon-     But 

%  Mofto  to  No.  7.    • 
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there  is  here  no  occafion  to  reibrt  to  internal  evidence ;  for  my  Lord  Bifhop' 
of  Carlifle  has  aiTured  me>  that  it.  was  written  by  Guthrie.  His  feparate  pub- 
licatioi]6  wcre>  "  A  Complete  Vindication  of  the  Liccnfers  of  the  Stage,  from^ 
the  malicious  and  fcandalous  Afperfions  of  Mr.  Brooke,  Authour  of  Guftavus 
Vafa,*"  being  an  ironical  Attack  upon  them  for  their  Suppreflion  erf"  that 
Tragedy  >  and,  "  Marmor  Norfofcienfe  j  or  an  Eflay  on  an  ancient  pn4)hctical 
Infcriptioii  kx  motPkkifh  Rhyme,  lately  difcovercd  near  Lynne  in  Norfolk,  by 
Probus  Britannicus.*'*  In  this  perfoniunce,  he,  in  a  feigned  infcription^v 
fuppofed  to  have  been  found  in  Norfolk,  the  county  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,> 
then  the  obnoxious  prime  miniftcr  of  this  country,  inveighs  againft  the 
Brunfwick  fucceffion,  and  the  meafures  of  government  confcquent  upon  it,. 
To  this  fuppofed  prophecy  he  added  a  Commentary,  making  each  expreffion 
apply  to  the  times,  with  warm  Anti-Hanoverian  zeal. 

This  anonymous  pamphlet^  I  believe,  did  not  make  fo  mucH.  noile  as  was 
cxpedted,   and,  therefore,   had  not  a  very  extenfive  circulation.    Sir  John 
Hawkins  relatQs>  that  ^^  warrants  were  iflGued,.  and  meflcngers  employed  to 
apprehend  the  authour;  who,  diough  he  had  forborne  to  fubfcribe  his  name 
to  the  pamphlet,  the  vigilance  of  thofe  in  purfuit  of  him  had  difcovered ;" 
and  we  are  informed,  that  he  lay  concealed  in  Lambedi-marlh  till  the  fcent 
after  him  grew  cold.     This,,  however,  is  altogether  without  foundation ;  for 
Mr.  Steele,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treafury,  who,,  anaidft  a  variety  of 
important  bufineis,   politely  obliged  me  with  his  attention  to  my  inquiry,, 
informs  me,  that  **  he  diredted  every  poflible  fearch  to  be  made  in  the  records^ 
of  the  Trealury  and  Secretary  of  State's  Office,  but  could  find  no  trace 
whatever  of  any  warrant  having  been  ifiued  to  apprehend  the  authour  of  this* 
pamphlet/* 

«  Marnoor  Norfofcienfe'*  became  exceedingly  fcarce,.  fo  that  I,  for  many 
years,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  procure  a  copy  of  it.  At  laft  I  was  indebted 
to  the  malice  of  one  of  Johnfon's  numerous  petty  adverlarics,.  who^  in  1775, 
publilhed  a  new  edition  of  it,  **with  Notes  and  a  Dedication  to  Samuel^ 
JoHNsoK,  LL.  D.  by  Tribunus;"  in  which  fome  puny  fcribbler  invidioufly 
attempted  to  found  upon  it  a  charge  of  inconfiftency  againft  its  authour,, 
becaufe  he  had  accepted  of  a  penlion  from  his  prefent  Ms^efty,  and  had. 
written  in  fiipportof  the  meafiires  of  government*  As  a  mortification  to  fuch 
impotent  malice,  of  which  there  are  fo  many  inftances  towards  men  of  emi- 
nence, I  am  happy  to  relate,  that  this  ulum  imbdk  did  not  reach  its  exalted 
cbjed,  till  about  a  year  after  it  thus  appeared,  when  I  mentioned  it  to  him,, 
fuppofing  that  he  knew  of  the  re-publication.     To  my  forprize,.  he  had  not 
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yet  heard  of  it.     He  requeftcd  me  to  go  direAly  and  get  it  for  him, ,  wMch  1      1739- 
did.     He  looked  at  it  and  laughed,  and  feemed  to  be  much  diverted  with  the  l^tatTso^ 
feeble  efforts  of  his  unknown  adverfary,  who,  I  hope,  is  alive  to  read  this 
account.     "  Now  (faid  he)  here  is  fomebody  who  thinks  he  has  vexed  me 
Tadlyi  yet,  if  it  had  not  been  for  you,  you  rogue,  I  fhould  probably  never 
have  feen  it/' 

As  Mr,  Pope's  note  concerning  Johnfon,  alluded  to  in  a  former  page,  refers 
both  to  his  "London,"  and  his  "  Marmor  Norfolcienfe,"  I  have  deferred 
inferting  it  till  now.  I  am  indebted  for  it  to  Dr.  Percy,  the  Bifliop  of 
Dromore,  who  permitted  me  to  copy  it  fix>'fn  the  original  in  his  poffeffion. 
It  was  prefented  to  his  Lordfhip  by  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  to  whom  it  was 
given  by  the  fon  of  Mr.  Richardfon  the  painter,  the  perfon  to  whom  it  is 
addreflcd.  I  have  tranfcribed  it  with  minute  cxa6biefs,  that  the  peculiar 
mode  of  writing,  and  imperfeft  ipelling  of  that  celebrated  poet,  may  be 
exhibited  to  the  curious  in  literature.  It  juftifies  Swift's  epithet  of  «  paper- 
fparing  Pope,"  for  it  is  written  on  a  flip  no  larger  than  a  common  meflfage- 
card,  and  was  fent  to  Mr.  Richaixlfon,  along  with  the  Imitation  of  JuvenaL 

*^  This  is  imitated  by  one  Johnfon  who  put  in  for  a  Publick  School 
**  in  Shropfliire  ♦,  but  was  Difappointed.  He  has  an  Infirmity  of  the 
^'  convulfive  kind,  that  attacks  him  fomerimes,  fb  as  to  make  Him  a 
*'  fad  Spedacle.  Mr.  P.  from  the  Merit  of  This  Work  which  was  all 
'*  the  knowledge  he  had  of  Him  endeavoured  to  fcrve  Him  without  his 
"  own  application  j  &  wrote  to  my  L^,  gore,  but  he  did  not  fucceed. 
**  Mr.  Johnfon  publifh'd  afterw^».  another  Poem  in  Latin  with  Notes  the 
**  whole  very  Humerous  call'd  the  Norfolk  Prophecy. 

«P." 

Johnfon  had  been  told  of  this  note  by  Pope ;  and  Sir  Jofhua  Reynokis 
informed  him  of  the  compliment  which  it  contained,  but,  from  delicacy, 
avoided  fhewing  him  the  paper  itfelf.  When  Sir  Jofhua  obferved  to  Johnfon 
that  he  feemed  very  defirous  to  fee  Pope's  note,  he  anfwered,  **  Who  would 
not  be  proud  to  have  fuch  a  man  as  Pope  fo  felicitous  in  inquiring  about  him  ?" 

The  infirmity  to  which  Mr.  Pope  alludes,  appeared  to  me^alfo,  as  I  have 
clfewhere  ^  obferved,  to  be  of  the  convulfive  kind,  and  of  the  nature  of  that 
diflemper  called  St.  Vitus's  dance ;  and  in  this  opinion  I  am  confirmed  by  the 

^  S«  note,  p.  67.  5  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  8. 
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1739*  defcription  which  Sydenham  gives  pf  that  difcafe.  **  This  diforder  is  a  kind 
Mm^so,  ^f  convulfion.  It  manifefts  itfelf  by  halting  or  unfteadincfs  of  one  of  the  legs^ 
which  the  patient  draws  after  him  like  an  ideot.  If  the  hand  of  the  feme  fide 
be  applied  to  the  breaft,  or  any  other  part  of  the  body,  he  cannot  keep  it  a 
moment  in  the  fame  pofture,  but  it  will  be  drawn  into  a  different  one  by  a 
convulfion,  notwithftanding  all  his  efforts  to  the  contrary/'  Sir  Jolhua 
Reynolds,  however,  is  of  a  different  opinion^  and  has  favoured  me  with  the 
following  paper. 

"  Thofe  motions  or  tricks  of  Dr.  Johnfon  are  improperly  called  con- 
vulfions.  He  could  fit  motionlefs,  when  he  was  told  fo  to  do,  as  well  as 
any  other  man ;  my  opinion  is,  that  it  proceeded  from  a  habit  he  had 
indulged  himfelf  in,  of  accompanying  his  thoughts  with  certain  untoward 
aftions,  and  thofe  aftions  always  appeared  to  me  as  if  they  were  meant  to 
reprobate  fome  part  of  his  paft  condud.  Whenever  he  was  not  engaged 
in  converfation,  fuch  thoughts  were  fure  to  rulh  into  his  mind;  and,  for  this 
reafon,  any  company,  any  employment  whatever,  he  preferred  to  being  alone. 
The  great  bufinefs  of  his  life  (he  faid)  was  to  efcape  from  himfelf;  this  dilpo- 
fition  he  confidered  as  the  difeafe  of  his  mind,  which  nothing  cured  but  company. 

"  One  inftance  of  his  abfence  and  particularity,  as  it  is  charafterifHck  of 
the  man,  may  be  worth  relating.  When  he  and  I  took  a  journey  together 
into  the  Well,  we  vifited  the  late  Mr.  Banks,  of  Dorfetfhire  j  the  conver- 
fation turning  upon  pidtures,  which  Johnfon  could  not  well  fee,  he  retired  to 
a  corner  of  the  room,  flretching  out  his  right  leg  as  far  as  he  could  reach 
before  him,  then  bringing  tip  his  left  leg,  and  ftretching  his  right  flill  further 
on.  The  old  gendeman  obferving  him,  went  up  to  him,  and  in  a  very 
courteous  manner  afTured  him,  that  though  it  was  not  a  new  houfe,  the  floor- 
ing was  perfeftly  fafe.  The  Doftor  ftarted  from  his  reverie,  like  a  perfon 
waked  out  of  his  fleep,  but  fpoke  not  a  word." 

While  we  are  on  this  fubjedb,  my  readers  may  not  be  difpleafed  with 
another  anecdote,  communicated  to  me  by  the  fame  friend,  from  the  relation 
of  Mr.  'Hogarth. 

Johnfon  ufed  to  be  a  pretty  frequent  vifiter  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Richardfon, 
authour  of  ClarifTa,  and  other  navels  of  extenfive  reputation.  Mr.  Hogarth 
came  one  day  to  fee  Richardfon,  foon  after  the  execution  of  Dr.  Cameron, 
for  having  taken  arms  for  the  houfe  of  Stuart  in  1745-6  ;  and  being  a  warm 
partilkn  of  George  the  Second,  he  obferved  to  Richardfon,  that  certainly 
there  muft  have  been  forae  very  unfavourable  circumftances  lately  difcovered 
In  this  particular  cafe,  which  had  induced  the  King  to  approve  of  an  execution 
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for  rebellion  fo  long  after  the  time  when  it  was  comnwtted,  as  this  had  the  »74o» 
appearance  of  putting  a  man  to  death  in  cold  blood  ^  and  was  very  unlike  ^latT^T! 
his  Majefly*s  ufual  clemency.  While  he  was  talking,  he  perceived  a  perfon 
(landing  at  a  window  in  the  room,  fliaking  his  head,  and  rolling  himfelf  about 
in  a  ftrange  ridiculous  manner.  He  concluded  that  he  was  an  ideot,  whom 
his  relations  had  put  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Richardfon,  as  a  very  good  man. 
To  his  great  lurprize,  however,  this  figure  ftalked  forwards  to  where  he  and 
Mr.  Richardfon  were  fitting,  and  all  at  once  took  up  the  argument,  and 
burft  out  into  an  inveftive  againft  George  the  Sec6nd,  as  one,  who,  upon  all 
occafions,  was  unrelenting  and  barbarous ;  mentioning  many  inftances,  par- 
ticularly, that  when  an  officer  of  high  rank  had  been  acquitted  by  a  Court 
Martial,  George  the  Second  had,  with  his  own  hand,  ftruck  his  name  off  the 
lift.  In  fhort,  he  difplayed  fuch  a  power  of  eloquence,  that  Hogarth  looked 
at  him  with  aftoniftiment,  and  adhially  imagined  that  this  ideot  had  been  at 
the  moment  infpired.  Neither  Hogarth  nor  Johnfon  were  made  known  to 
each  other  at  this  interview. 

In  1740  he  wrote  for  the  Gendeman's  Magazine  the  ^^  Prefacc,f ''  ^'  Life 
of  Admiral  Drake,*"  and  the  firft  parts  of  thofe  of  "  Sir  Franci§  Blake,*"  and 
of  "  Philip  Baretier,*"  both  which  he  finifhed  the  year  after.  He  alfo  wrote 
an"  Effay  on  Epitaphs,t"  and  an  "  Epitaph  on  Philips,  a  Mufician,*" 
which  was  afterwards  publilhed  with  fome  other  pieces  of  his,  .  in  Mrs. 
Williams's  Mifcellanies.  This  Epitaph  is  fo  exquifitely  beautifiil,  that  I 
remember  even  Lord  Kames,  ftrangely  prejudiced  as  he  was  againft  Dr. 
Johnfon,  was  compelled  to  allow  it  very  high  praife.  It  has  been  afcribed  to 
Mr.  Garrick,  from  its  appearing  at  firft  with  the  fignature  G ;  but  I  have 
heard  Mr.  Garrick  declare,  that  it  was  written  by  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  give  the 
following  account  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  compofed..  Johnfon  and  he 
were  fitting  together ;  when,  amongft  other  things,  Garrick  repeated  an  Epitaph 
upon  this  Philips  by  a  Dr.  Wilkes,  in  thefe  words : 

^  Impartial  poUcrity  may,  perhaps,  be  as  littk  inclined  as  Dr.  Johnfon  was  to  juftify  the  uncom- 
mon rigour  excrcifcd  in  the  cafe  of  Dr.  Archibald  Cameron,  He  was  an  amiable  and  truly  honeft 
nan ;  and  his  offence  was  owing  to  a  generous,  though  miftaken  principle  of  duty.  Being  obliged, 
after  1746,  to  give  up  his  profeffion  as  a  phyfician,  and  go  into  foreign  parts,  he  was  honoured 
with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  both  in  the  French  and  Spaniih  fervice.  He  was  a  fon  of  the  ancient 
and  rcfpeftable  family  of  Cameron,  of  Lochiel ;  and  his  brother,  who  was  the  Chief  of  that 
brave  clan,  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  moderation  and  humanity,  while  the  Highland  army 
inarched  vidlorious  through  Scotland.  It  is  remarkable  of  this  Chief,  that  though  he  had  earneftly 
fcmonflrated  againft  the  attempt  as  hopelefs,  he  was  of  too  heroick  a  fpirit  not  to  venture  his  life 
aad  fortune  in  the  caufe,  when  perfonally  alked  by  him  whom  he  thought  his  Prince. 
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<<  Exalted  foul !  whofe  harmony  could  pleafe 
^'  The  love-fick  virgin,  and  the  gouty  eafe  j 
^*  Could  jarring  difcord,  like  Amphion,  move 
*f  To  beauteous  order  and  harmonious  love  j 
*«  Reft  here  in  peace,  till  angels  bid  thee  rife, 
<*  And  meet  thy  blcffcd  Saviour  in  the  ikies."  - 

Johnfon  Ihook  his  head  at  thefe  common-place  funereal  Fines,  and  faid  te 
Carrick,  "  I  think,  Davy,  I  can  make  a  better."  Then,  ftirring  about  his 
.tea  for  a  litde  while,  in  a  ftate  of  meditatioi^  he  almoft  extempore  produced 
die  following  veriest 

*<  Phillips,  whofe  touch  harmonious  could  remove 
**  The  pangs  of  ^ilty  power  or  haplefs  love ; 
^*  Reft  here, .  diftrefs'd  by  poverty  no  more^ 
*^  Here  find  that  calm  thou  gav*ft  fo  oft  before: 
^'  Sleepj  undifturbM,  within  this  peaceful  fhrine, 
*^  Till  angels  wake  thee  with  a  note  like  thine !' 


^9 


At  the  fame  time  that  Mr.  Garrick  favoured  me  with  this  anecdote,  he 
rq)eated  a  very  pointed  Epigram  by  Johnfon,  on  George  the  Second  and 
CoUey  Gibber,  which  has  never  yet  appeared,  and  of  which  I  know  not  the 
«xad  date.    Dn  Johnfon  afterwards  gave  it  to  me  himfelf. 

*^  Augulhis  ftill  furvives  in  Maro's  ftrain, 
<*  And  Spencer's  verfe  prolongs  Eliza*s  reign  ^ 
**  Great  George's  a£ts  let  tuneful  Gibber  fing; 
«  For  Nature  formed  the  Poet  for  the  King." 

In  1 741  he  wrote  for  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  "  the  Preface,f "  ^^  Conclu- 
fion  of  his  Lives  of  Drake  and  Baretier,*"  "  A  free  Tranflation  of  the  Jeftsof 
Hieroclcs,  with  an  Introduftion if"  an4>  I  think,  the  following  pieces: 
'^  Debate  on  the  Propofal  of  Parliament  to  Cromwell,  to  afTume  the  Title  of 
King,  abridged,  methodifed,  and  digeftedif"  "  Tranflationof  AbbeGuyon's 
Diilertation  on  the  Amazons  if"  ^'  Tranflation  of  Fontenelle's  Panegyrick  on 
Dr.  Morin.f "  Two  notes  upon  this  appear  to  me  undoubtedly  his.  He 
diis  year,  and  the  two  following,  wrote  the  Parliamentary  Debates.  He  told 
me  himfelf^  that  he  was  the  fole  compofer  of  them  for  thofe  three  years  only. 
3  He 
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He  was  0Ot>  however^  preciieljF  exad  in  his  ftatement,  which  he  mentioned     '74i* 
from  hafly  recoUedtion  j  for  it  is  fofliciently  evident,  that  his  compoiition  of  ^j^^. 
them  began  November  19,  1740,  and  ended  February  23,  1742-3^ 

It  appears  from  (brae  of  Cave's  letters  to  Dn  Birch,  that  Cave  had  better 
allillance  for  that  branch  of  his  Magazine,,  than  has  been  generally  fuppoled^ 
and  that  he  was  indefatigable  in  getting  it  made  as  perfect  as  be  could* 

Thusy  2ift  July,*  1735*  *^  I  trouble  you  with  the  inclofed,,  becaufe  you^ 
laid  you  could  eafily  correft  what  is  herein  given  for  Lx>rd  C— *-4d's.fpcecIu 
X  beg  you  will  do  fo  as  loon  as  you  can  for  me,  becaule  the  month  is  Bur 
advanced/^' 

And,  15^  July,.  1737*  '*  As  you  remember  the  Debates  fo  far  as  to  per*- 
ceive  the  Ipeeches  already  printed  are  not  exad:,  I  beg  the  favour  that  you  witt 
perufe  the  inclofed,  and,,  in  the  beft  manner  your  memory  will  ferve,  corre6t 
the  miftaken  paflages,  or  add  any  thing  that  is  omitted.     I  Ihould  be  very 
glad  to  have  fomething  of  the  Duke  of  N  ■       lc*s  (pcech,.  which  would  be* 
particularly  of  fervice;^ 

"  A  gendeman  has  Lord  Badiurft's  fpcech  to  add  fomething  to."' 

And,.  July  3,  1744^  "  You  will  fee  what  ftupid,  low^.  abominable  ffuff  »- 
put^  upon  your  noble  and  learned  friend's^  charafler,  fuch  as  I  fhould  quite 
reje6t>  and  endeavour  to  do  fomething  better  towards  doing  juftice  to  the* 
eharafter.  But  as  I  cannot  expedb  to  attain  my  defires  in  that  relpeft,  it 
would  be  a  great  latisfaftion  to  me,  as  well  as  an  honour  to  our  work,  to 
have  the  favour  of  the  genuine  Ipeeck  It  is  a  method  that  feveral  have  been- 
pleafed  to  take,  as  I  could  (hew  ,:  but  I  think  myfelf  under  a  reftraint.  I  Ihall 
fay  &  far^  that  I  have  had  fomc  by  a  third  hand,  which  I  underftood  well 
enough  to  come  from  the  firfti.  others  by  penny-poft,  and  others  by  the 
fakers  themfelves,  who  have  been  pleafed  to  vifit  St.  John's  Gate,  and  fliew 
particular  marks  of  their  being  pleafed  ^" 

There  is  no  reafon,  I  believe,  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  Cave.  It  is,  how- 
ever, remarkable,  that  none  of  thefe  letters  are  in  the  years  during  which 
Johnfon  alone  fumilhed  the  Debates,  and  one  of  them  is  in  the  very  year  after 
he  ceafed  from  that  labour.  Johnfon  told  me,  that  as  foon  as  he  found  that 
the  Ipeeches  were  thought  genuine,  he  determined  that  he  would  write  no- 
more  of  them,  for  '*  he  would  not  be  acceffary  to  the  propagation  of  fallhood.'*' 
And  fuch  was  the  tendernefs  of  his  confcience,   that  a  fhort  time  before  his- 

7  I  foppofe  in  another  compiLaion  of  the  (amc  kind..  *  Doubdcls, .  Lord  thxdwidk^- 

'  Krch's  MSS.  in  the  firitiih  Mufeuoi,  4302. 
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1741-  dc^ith  he  cxpreffed  a  regret  for  his  having  been  the  authour  of  fidions,  which 
^J2f*^  had  paired  for  realities- 
He  neverthelefe  agreed  with  me  in  thinking,  that  the  Debates  which  he  had 
framed  were  to  be  valued  as  Oradons  upon  queftions  of  publick  importance. 
They  have  accordingly  been  collefted  in  volumes,  properly  arranged,  and 
recommended  to  the  notice  of  parliamentary  fpeakers  by  a  Preface,  written 
by  no  inferiour  hand '.  I  muft,  however,  obferve,  that  although  there  is  in 
thofe  Debates  a  wonderful  ftore  of  political  information,  and  very  powerful 
eloquence,  I  cannot  agree  that  they  exhibit  the  manner  of  each  particular 
fpeaker,  as  Sir  John  Hawkins  ieems  to  think.  But,  indeed,  what  opinion 
can  we  hare  of  his  judgement,  and  tafte  in  publick  (peaking,  who  prefumes 
to  give,  as  the  charafterifticks  of  two  celebrated  orators,  *'  the  deep-mouthed 
xancour  of  Pulteney,  and  the  yelping  pertinacity  of  Pitt*.'* 

This  year  I  find  that  his  tragedy  of  Ireke  had  been  for  fome  time  ready 
for  the  ftage,  and  that  his  neceffities  made  him  defu'ous  of  getting  as  miich  as 
he  could  for  it,  without  delay;  for  there  is  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Caye 
to  Dr.  Birch,  in  the  fame  volume  of  manulcripts  in  the  Bririfh  Muleum  from 
whence  I  copied  thofe  above  quoted.  They  were  mofl  obligingly  pointed  out  to 
me  by  Sir  William  Mufgrave,  one  of  the  Curators  of  that  noble  repofitory. 

"  Sept  9,  1741. 

•*  I  HAVE  put  Mr.  Johnfon's  play  into  Mr.  Gray's*  hands,  in  order 
to  fell  it  to  him,  if  he  is  inclined  to  buy  it ;  but  I  doubt  whether  he  will  or 
not.  He  would  dilpofe  of  the  copy,  and  whatever  advantage  may  be  made  by 
afting  it.  Would  your  fociety*,  or  any  gendeman  or  body  of  men  that  you 
know,  take  luch  a  bargain  ?  He  and  I  are  very  unfit  to  deal  with  theatrical 
perfons.  Fleetwood  was  to  have'afted  it  lafl  feafon,  but  Johnfon's  diffi- 
dence or  f  prevented  it." 

I  have  sdready  mentioned  that  ^  Irene*'  was  not  brought  into  publick  notice 
till  Garrick  was  manager  of  Drury-lane  theatre. 

'  I  am  well  aflured,  that  the  editor  is  Mr.  George  Chalmers^  whofe  commercial  works  are  well 
Jmown  and  efteemed. 

»  Hawkins's  Life  of  Johnfon,  p.  100.  •  A  hookfellcr  of  London. 

*  It  is  flrange,  that  a  printer  who  knew  fo  much  as  Cave,  Ihould  conceive  fo  ludicrous  a  fancy 
^  that  the  Royal  Society  would  purchafe  a  Play. 

*  There  is  no  erafure  here,  but  a  mere  blank  i  to  fill  up  which  may  be  an  excrcifc  for  ingenious 
^onjedlure. 

In 
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111  1742  he  wrote  for  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  the  "  Preface,f"  the  «742- 
'«*  Parliamentary  Debates,*"  "  Effay  on  the  Account  of  the  Condudt  of  the  j^i\f 
Duchefs  of  Marlborough,*'*  then  the  popular  topick  of  converfation.  This 
Eflay  is  a  Ihort  but  mafterly  performance.  We  find  him,  in  No.  13  of  his 
Rambler,  cenfuring  a  profligate  fentiment  in  that  ^*  Account;"  and  again 
infifting  upon  it  ftrenuoudy  in  converfation  *.  **  An  Account  of  the  Life  of  ^ 
Peter  Burman,*"  I  believe  chiefly  taken  from  a  foreign  publication;  as, 
indeed,  he  could  not  himfelf  know  much  about  Burman ;  "  Additions  to  his 
Life  of  Baretier;*"  "  The  Life  of  Sydenham,*"  afterwards  prefixed  to  Dr. 
Swan's  edition  of  his  works ;  "  Propofals  for  printing  Bibliotheca  Harleiana, 
or  a  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford.***  His  account  of  that 
celebrated  coUeftion  of  books,  in  which  he  dilplays  the  importance  to 
literature,  of  what  the  French  call  a  catalogue  ratfonniey  when  the  fubjefts  of 
it  are  extenfive  and  various,  and  it  is  executed  with  ability,  cannot  fail  to 
imprels  all  his  readers  with  admiration  of  his  philological  attainments.  It  was 
afterwards  prefixed  to  the  firfl  volume  of  the  Catalogue,  in  which  the  Latin 
accounts  of  books  were  written  by  him.  He  was  employed  in  this  bufinels 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Ofbome  the  bookfeUer,  who  purchaied  the  library  for 
13,000/.  a  fum,  which  Mr.  Oldys  fays,  in  one  of  his  manufcripts,  was  not 
more  than  the  binding  of  the  books  had  coft;  yet,  as  Dr.  Johhfon  afTured  me, 
the  flownefs  of  the  fale  was  fuch,  that  there  was  not  much  gained  by  it.  It 
has  been  confidently  related,  with  many  embellifhments,  that  Johnfon  one  day 
knocked  Ofborne  down  in  his  (hop,  with  a  folio,  and  put  his  foot  upon  jiis 
neck.  The  fimple  truth  I  had  from  Johnfon  himfelf.,  *'  Sir,  he  was  imper-- 
tincnt  to  me,  and  I  beat  him.  But  it  was  not  in  his  fhop :  it  was  in  my 
own  chamber." 

A  very  diligent  obfenrer  may  trace  him  where  we  fhould  Jiot  eafily  fbp- 
pofe  him  to  be  found.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  wrote  the  little  abridgement 
entided  "  Foreign  Hiflory,"  in  the  Magazine  for  December.  To  prove  it,  I 
Ihall  quote  the  introduftion.  "  As  this  is  that  feafoji  of  the  year  in  which 
Nature  may  be  (aid  to  cojgimaod  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftiliries,  and  which  fcems 
intended,  by  putting  a  fhort  flop  to  violence  and  (laughter^  to  afford  time  for 
malice  to  relent,  and  animofity  to  fubfides  we  can  fcarce  expeft  any  other 
accounts  than  of  plans^  negociadoxis  and  treaties,  of  propofals  for  peace,  and 
preparations  for  war."  As  alfo  this  pafTage :  "  Let  thofe  who  ddpife  the 
capacity  of  the  Swifs,  tell  us  by  what  wojiderful  policy,  or  by  what  happy 

5  Jounul  of  a  Tour  to  die  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  167. 

M  conciliation 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

conciliation  of  intercfts,  it  is  brought  to  pafs,  that  in  a  body  made  up  of 
different  communities  and  different  religions,  there  fhould  be  no  civil  com- 
motions, though  thc'people  are  fo  warlike,  that  to  nominate  and  raife  an  army 
is  the  fame." 

I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Aftle  for  his  ready  permiffion  to  copy  the  two  follow- 
ing letters,  'of  which  the  originals  are  in  his  poffeffion.  Their  contents  Ihew 
that  they  were  written  about  this  time,  and  that  Johiifon  was  now  engaged  in 
preparing  an  hiftorical  account  of  the  Britilh  Pajiiiament, 

To  Mr.  Cave. 

cc  Sir,  [Nodate.l 

"  I  BELIEVE  I  am  going  to  write  a  long  letter,  ,and  have  therefore 
taken  a  whole  fheet  of  paper.  The  firft  thing  to  be  written  about  is  our 
hiftorical  defign. 

^*  You  mentioned  the  propofal  of  printing  in  numbers,  as  an  alteration  in 
the  fcheme,  but  I  believe  you  miftook,  fome  way  or  other,  my  meaning  j  I 
had  no  other  view  than  that  you  might  rather  print  too  many  of  five  fheetSj 
than  of  five  and  thirty. 

**  With  regard  to  what  I  Ihall  fey  on  the  manner  of  proceeding,  I  would 
have  it  underftood  as  wholly  indifferent  to  me,  and  my  opinion  only,  not  my 
refolution.     imptorisfit  eligere. 

**  I  think  the  infertion  of  the  exaft  dates  of  the  moft  important  events  in 
die  margin,  or  of  fo  many  events  as  may  enable  the  reader  to  regulate  th^ 
order  of  fafts  with  fufficient  exaftncfs,  the  proper  medium  between  a  journal 
which  has  regard  only4:o  time,  and  a  hiftory  which  ranges  fafts  according  to 
their  dependence  on  each  other,  and  poftpones  or  anticipates  according  to  the 
convenience  of  narration.  I  tHink  the  work  ought  to  partake  of  the  Ipirit  of 
hiftory,  which  is  contrary  to  minute  exa6hiefs,  and  of  the  regularity  of  a 
journal,  which  is  inconfiftent  with  ^irit.  For  thils  reafon,  I  neither  admit 
numbers  or  dates,  nor  rejedt  them. 

"  I  am  of  your  opinion  with  regard  to  placing  moft  of  the  refolutions,  &c. 
in  the  margin,  and  think  we  fliall  give  the  moft  complete  account  of  par- 
liamentary proceedings  that  can  be  contrived.  The  naked  papers,  without 
an  htfkorical'  treatlfe  interwoven,  require  fome  other  book  to  make  them  un- 
derftood. I  will  date  the  fuccecding  fads  with  fome  cxaftnefs,  but  I  drink  in 
the  margin.  You  told  me  on  Saturday  that  I  had  received  money  on  this 
work,  and  found  fet  down  13/.  2J.  6d.  reckoning  the  half  guinea  of  laft 
Saturday.  As  you  hinted  to  me  that  you  had  many  calls  for  mone^>  I  would 
MC  preis  you  too  hard,  and  therefore  fliall  defire  only^  as  I  fend  it  in,  two 
4  guineas 
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guineas  for  a  fheet  of  copy,  the  reft  you  may  pay  me  when  it  may  be  more      <74<- 
convenient ;  and  even  by  this  Iheet-payment  I  fhall,  for  fome  time,  be  very  ^tatfjj. 
expenfive. 

^'  The  Life  of  Savage  I  am  ready  to  go  upon ;  and  in  Great  Primer,  and 
Pica  notes,  I  reckon  on  fending  in  half  a  iheet  a  day  i  but  the  money  for 
that  ihall  likewife  lye  by  in  your  hands  till  it  is  done.  With  the  debates,  ihatt 
I  not  have  bufinefs  enough  ?  if  I  had  but  good  pens* 

*'  Towards  Mr.  Savage's  Life  what  more  have  you  got  ?  I  would  willingly 
have  his  trial,  &c.  and  know  whether  his  defence  be  at  Briftoi ;  and  would 
have  his  colleAion  of  poems,  on  account  of  the  prefece— The  Plain  Dealer,— 
all  the  magazines  that  have  any  thing  of  his,  or  relating  to  him. 

^^  I   thought  my  letter  would  be  long,   but  it  is  now  ended  i   and  I 

am.  Sir, 

•'  Tour's,  &c. 

'^  Sam.  Johnsok.** 

«'  The  boy  found  me  writing  this  almoft  in  the  ^dark,  when  I  could  iK>t 

quite  eafily  read  yours.        , 

**  I  have  read  the  Italian— nothing  in  it  is  weH. 

"  I  had  no  notion  of  having  any  thing  for  the  Infcription.     I  hope  you 

don't  think  I  kept  it  it  to  extort  a  price.     I  could  think  of  nothing,   till  to 

day.     If  you  could  ipare  me  another  guinea  for  the  hiftory,  I  fhould  take  it 

very  kindly,  to  night  j  but  if  you  do  not,  I  fliall  not  think  it  an  injury.——* 

I  am  almoft  well  again." 

,  To  Mr.   Cavi, 

«  Sir, 

<«  YOU  did  not  tell  me  your  determination  about  \ht  Soldier* s  Letter X^ 
which  I  am  confident  was  never  printed.  I  think  it  will  not  do  by  itfelfi 
or  in  any  other  place,  fo  well  as  the  Mag.  Extraordinary.  If  you  will  have 
it  at  all,  I  believe  you  do  not  think  I  fet  it  high,  and  I  will  be  glad  if  what 
you  give,  you  will  give  quickly. 

"  You  need  not  be  in  care  about  fomething  to  print,  for  I  have  got  the 
State  Trials,  and  Ihall  extraft  Layer,  Atterbury,  and  Macclesfield  from  them, 
and  Ihall  bring  theni  to  you  in  a  fortnight;  after  which  I  will  try  to  get  the 

South  Sea  Report." 

[No  date^  nor  Jignature.l^ 

%  I  have  not  difcovered  what  this  was* 

M  2  I  woukl 
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I  would  alfo  afcribe  t6  him  an  "  Effay  on  the  Defcription  of  China,  from 
the  French  of  Du  Halde.t" 

His  writings  in  the  Gentleman^s  Magazine  in  1743,  are,  the  Preface,f 
the  Parliamentary  Debates,f  ^  Corrfiderations  on  the  Difpute  between 
Croufaz  and  Warburton^  on  Pope's  Effay  on  Man,f "  in  which,  while  he 
defends  Croufaz,  he  ihews  an  admirable  metaphyfical  acutenefs  and  temperance 
in  controverfy  j  "  Ad  Lauram  parituram  Epigramma^;*'*  and,  "  A  Latin 
Tranflation  of  Pope's  Verfes  on  his  Grotto  ;*"  and,  as  he  could  employ  his 
pen  with  equal  fuccefs  upon  a  fmall'matter  as  a  great,  I  fuppofe  him  to  be 
the  authour  of  an  advertifement  for  O&orn,  concerning  the  great  Harleian 
Catalogue. 

But  I  fhould  think  myfelf  much  wanting,  both  to  my  illuftrious  friend  and 
my  readers,,  did  I  not  introduce  here,  with  more  than  ordinary  refpeft,  ai> 
cxquilitely  beautiful  Ode,  which  has  not  been  inferted  in  any  of  the  colledtions 
of  Johnfon's  poetry,  written  by  him  at  a  very  early  period,  as  Mr.  Hedlor 
informs  me>  and  in&rted  in  the  Gendeman's  Magazine  of  this  year. 

Friendship^  an  Ode.^ 

Friendship,  peculiar  boon  of  heaven. 

The  noble  mind's  delight  and  pride> 
To  men  and  angels  only  given. 

To  all  the  lower  world  dcny'di 

While  love,  unknown  among  the  bleft. 

Parent  of  thoufand  wild  defires. 
The  favage  and  the  human  breaft 

Torments  alike  with  raging  fires. 

With  bright,  but  oft  deftruftive,  gleam, 

AhTce  o*er  all  his  lightnings  fly  j 
Thy  lambent  glories  only  beam 

Around  the  favVites  of  the  Iky. 

'  Angliacas  inter  puicberrima  Laura  fuellas. 

Max  uteri^pondm  depofitura  graven 
Adfit,  Laura,  tibifacilis  Lucina  dolenti, 

N^'ur  tibi  Koceat  prernituiffe  De^^ 

Mr.  HeAor  was  preient  when  this  Epigram  was  made  impromptu.  The  firft  line  was  propofed 
by  Dr.  James »  and  Johnfon  was  called  vpon  by  the  company  to  finlAi  it,  which  he  inftantly  did. 

Thy 
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Thy  gentle  flows  of  guiltlefs  joys 

On  fools  and  villains  ne'er  defcend  i 
In  vain  for  thee  die  tyrant  fighs. 

And  hugs  a  flatterer  for  a  friend. 

Direftrefs  of  the  brave  and  juft, 

O  guide  us  through  life's  darkfome  way ! 
And  let  the  tortures  of  miftruft 

On  felfifli  bofbms  only  prey. 

Nor  fliall  thine  ardours  ceafe  to  glow. 

When  fouls  to  blifsful  climes  remove : 
What  rais'd  our  virtue  here  below. 

Shall  aid  our  happit\efs  above, 

Johnfon  had  now  an  opportunity  of  obliging  his  fchoolfellow  Dr.  James, 
of  whom  he  once  obferved,  "  no  man  brings  more  mind  to  his  profeflion." 
James  publiihed  this  year  his  "  Medicinal  Diftionary,"  in  three  volumes 
folio.  Johnfon,  as  I  underftood  from  him,  had  written,  or  afllifted  in  writing, 
the  propofals  for  this  work ;  and  being  very  fond  of  the  ftudy  of  phyfick,  in 
which  James  was  his  mafter,  he  flirnifhed  fome  of  the  articles.  He, 
however,  certdnly  wrote  for  it  the  Dedication  to  Dr.  Mead,t  which  is  con- 
ceived with  great  addrefs,  to  conciliate  the  patronage  of  that  very  eminent 
man^ 

It  has  been  circulated,  I  know  not  with,  what  authenticity,  that  Johnfon 
confidered  Dr.  Birch  as  a  dull  writer,  and  faid  of  him,  "  Tom  Birch  is  as  briflc 
as  a  bee  in  converfation  j  but  no  fooner  does  he  take  a  pen  in  his  hand^  than. 

•  To*  Dr.  M  B  A  XT. 
"  Sir, 

«*  THAT  the  MeikinarDiBitmary  is  dedicated  to  you,  is  to  be  imputed  only  to  your 
reputation  for  fuperiour  (kill  in  thofe  fciences  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  and  facilitate  : 
and  you  are,  therefore,  to  coniider  this  addrefs,  if  it  be  agreeable  to  you,  as  one  of  the  rewards 
of  merit ;  and,  if  otherwifii,  as  one  of  the  inconveniencies  of  eminence. 

**  However  you  (hall  receive  it,  my  defign  cannot  be  difappointed ;  becaufe  this  publick  appeal 
to  your  judgement  will  (hew  that  I  do  not  found  my  hopes  of  approbation  upon  the  ignorance  of  ^ 
jny  readers,  and  that  I  fear  his  cenfure  leaft,  whofe  knowledge  is  moft  extendve. 

f«  lam.  Sir, 

^'  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fcrvant, 

'•R.  J  AMES." 

it 
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it  becomes  a  torpedo  to  him,  and  benumbs  all  his  faculties."  That  the 
literature  of  this  country  is  much  indebted  to  Birch's  aftivity  and  diligence, 
muft  certainly  be  acknowledged.  We  have  feen  that  Johnfon  honoured  him 
with  a  Greek  Epigram  ;  and  his  correfppndence  with  him,  during  many 
years,  proves  that  .he  had  no  mean  opinion  of  him. 

^0  Dr.  Birch. 
^«  Sir,  TTiurfday,  Sept.  29,  1745. 

"  I  HOPE  you  will  excufe  me  for  troubling  you  on  an  occafion  on  which 
I  know  not  whom  elfe  I  ca^  ^pply  to ;  I  am  at  a  lofs  for  the  Lives  and 
Charafters  of  Earl  Stanhope,  the  two  Craggs,  and  the  Minifter  Sunderland^ 
and  beg  that  you  will  inform  [me]  where  I  may  find  them,  and  fend  any 
pamphlets,  &c.  relating  to  them  to  Mr.  Cave,  to  be  perufcd  for  a  few  days 
by,  Sir, 

*^  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson/* 

His  circumftances  were  at  this  time  much  embarrafled ;  yet  his  affeftion 
for  his  mother  was  fo  warm,  and  lb  liberal,  that  he  took  upon  himfelf  a  debt 
of  hers,  which,  though  fmall  in  itfelf,  was  then  confiderable.  to  him.  This 
appears  from  the  following  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Mr,  Levett,  of  Lichfield, 
the  original  of  which  lies  now  before  me. 

To  Mr.  Levett,  in  Lichfield. 
^^  Sir,  December  1, 1743. 

*'  I  AM  extremely  forry  that  we  have  encroached  fo  much  upon  your 
forbearance  with  relpeft  to  the  intereft,  which  a  great  perplexity  of  affairs 
hindered  me  from  thinking  of  with  that,  attention  that  I  ought,  and  which  I 
am  not  immediately  able  to  remit  to  you,  but  will  pay  it  (I  think  twelve 
pounds,)  in.  two  nK)nths.  I  look  upon  this,  and  on  the  future  intereft  of  that 
mortgage,  as  my  own  debt ;  and  beg  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  give  mc 
directions  how  to  pay  it,  and  not  mention  it  to  my  dear  mother.  If  it  be 
neceflary  to  pay  this  in  lefs  time,  I  believe  I  can  do  it  5  but  I  take  two 
months  for  certainty,  and  beg  an  anfwer  whether  you  can  aUow  me  fo  much 
Hime.  I  think  myfelf  very  nmch  obliged  to  your  forbearance,  and  fhall 
^fteem  it  ^  great  happinefs  to  be  able  to  fcrve  you.  I  have  great  opportu- 
nities 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  Sy 

« 

nitics  of  dilperfing  any  thing  that  yoti  may  thinl<  it  proper  to  make  publick.      174+. 
I  will  give  a  note  for  die  money,  payable  at  the  tirpe  mentioned,  to  any  one  ^[^JTH! 
here  that  you  (hall  appoint.     I  am.  Sir, 

^*  Your  moft  obedient 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson, 
"  At  Mt.  Olbomc's,  bookfcllcr,  in  Gray's  Inn.*' 

It  does  not  appear  that  he  wrote  any  thing  in  1744  for  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  but  the  Preface.f  His  life  of  Baretier  was  now  re-publilhed  in  a 
pamphlet  by  itfelf.  But  he  produced  one  work  this  year,  folly  fufficicnt  to 
maintain  the  high  reputation  which  he  had  acquired.  This  was  "  TrfE  Life 
OF  Rich  ARi>  Savage;*"  a  man,  of  whom  it  is  difficult  to  fpeak  impartially, 
without  wondering  that  he  was  for  fomc  time  the  intimate  companion  of 
Johnfon  i  for  his  charafter  was  marked  by  profligacy,  infolencc,  and  ingra- 
titude ' :  yer,  as  he  undoubtedly  had  a  warm  and  vigorous,  though  unregulated 
mind,  had  feen  life  in  all  its  varieties,  and  been  much  in  the  company  of  the 
ftatcfmen  and  wits  erf"  his  time,  he  could  communicate  to  Johnfon  an  abun- 
dant fopply  of  fuch  materials  as  his  philofophical  curiofity  rhoft  eagerly  defired  j 
and  as  Savage's  misfortunes  and  mifconduA  had  reduced  hhn  ta  the  loweft  ftate 
of  wretchednefs  as  a  writer  for  bread,  his  vifits  to  St.  John's  Gate  naturally 
brought  Johnfon  and  him  tpgether  \ 

.It 

'  A«  a  fpeciirien  of  his  temper*  I  infert  the  following  letter  from  him  to  tf  nobk  Lord*  to  whom 
he  was  under  great  obligations*  bat  who*  on  acconnt  of  his  bad  condud*  wsis  obliged  to  difcard- 
him.    The  original  is  in  the  hands  of  one  of  his  Majefly's  Counfel  learned  in  the  Law : 

"  Right  HonoQiabler  Brute:*   and  Booby* 
•«  I^  rini>  yott  want  (as  Mr.  — —  is  pleafed  tohint*)  to  fweaf  away  my  life*  that  is,- 
the  life  of  yoar  creditor*  becaafe  he  aflcs  you  for  a  debt.—- The  poblick  ihall  foon  be  acquainted 
with  this*  to  judge  whether  you  are  not  fitter  to  be  aa  Irifii  Evidence^  than  to  be  an  Irifii  Peer.— - 
I  defy  and  defpife  yoo.    I  are* 

'  •'  Your  determined  adverfaiy, 

«  R.  S." 
»  Sir  John  Hati^ns  gkes  the  world  to  underftand"*  that  Johnfon  *'  being  an  admirer  of  genteel 
flnniiets*  wM^cfllptlvirted  by  the  addrefs  and  demeanour  of  Savage*  who*  as  to  his  exterior*  was*  to  a 
remarkable  degree*  accompli(hed."--<^Hawkins*s  Life*  p.  52.  But  Sir  John's  notions  of  gentility  muif 
appear  fomewhat  ludicrous*  from  his  ftating  the  following  circiumftance  as  prefumptive  evidence 
that  Savage  was  a  good  fwordfman :  *'  That  he  underftood  the  exercife  of  a  gentleman's  w^pon* 
may  be  inferred  from  the  ufe  made  of  it  in  that  raih  encounter  which  is  related  in  his  life."  The 
dexterity  here  alluded  to  was*  that  Savage*  in  a  no^umaf  fit  of  drunkennefs*  ilabbed  a  man  at  a 
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1 744.  It  is  melancholy  to  refleft,  that  Johnfon  and  Savage  were  fometimes  in 

'-  ^"  '  fuch  extreme  indigence,  that  they  could  not  pay  for  a  lodging ;  fo  that  they 
have  wandered  together  whole  nights  in  the  ftreets.  Yet  in  thefe  almoft 
incredible  fcenes  of  diftrefs,  we  may  fuppofe  that  Savage  mentioned  many  of 
the  anecdotes  with  which  Johnfon  afterwards  enriched  the  life  of  his  unhappy 
companion,  and  thofe  of  other  Poets. 

He  mentioned  to  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  that  one  night  in  particular,  when 
Savage  and  he  walked  round  St.  James's-fquare  for  want  of  a  lodging,  they 
were  not  at  all  deprcfled  by  their  fituation,  but  in  high  fpirits  and  bririiflil  of 
patriotifm,  traverfed  the  fquare  for  feveral  hours,  inveighed  againft  the 
minifter,  and  "  refolved  they  would  Jland  by  their  country.'* 

lam  afraid,  however,  that  by  aflbciating  with  Savage,  who  was  habituated 
to  the  diflipatioo  and  licentioufnefs  of  the  Town,  Johnfon,  though  his  good 
principles  remained  fteady,  did  not  entirely  preferve  that  conduft,  for  which, 
in  days  of  greater  fimplicity,  he  was  remarked  by  his  friend  Mr.  Heftor; 
but  was  imperceptibly  led  into  fome  indulgences  which  occafioned  much 
diftrefs  to  his  virtuous  mind. 

That  Johnfon  was  anxious  that  an  authentick  and  favourable  account  of  his 
extraordinary  friend  fhould  firft  get  pofleffion  of  the  publick  attention,  is 
evident  from  a  letter  which  he  wrote  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for 
Auguft  of  the  year  preceding  its  publication, 

*'  Mr.  Urbak, 

*'  AS  your  colleftions  Ihow  how  often  you  have  owed  the  ornaments 
©f  your  poedcai  pages  to  the  correfpondence  of  the  unfortunate  and  inge- 
nious Mr.  Savage,  I  doubt  not  but  you  have  fo  much  regard  to  his  memory 
as  to  encourage  any  defign  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  the  prefervation  of 
it  from  infults  or  calumnies  5  and  therefore,  with  fome  degree  of  aflurance^ 

coflee-hoofe,  and  idlkd  him ;  for  which  he  was  tried  at  the  Oid^Bailey^  and  found  |;uil^  of 

murder. 

^  Jobnron»  indeed,  defcrihes  him  as  having  '^  a  grave  and  manly  deportment,  a  folemn  digniQr 

of  mien ;  boc  which,  upon  a  nearer  acquaintance,  foftened  into  an  engaging  eafinefs  of  mannen/' 

How  highly  Johnfon  admired  him  for  that  knowledge  which  he  himfdf  fo  moch  cultivated,  and 

what  kindnefs  he  entertained  for  him,  appears  from  the  following  Hoes  in  the  Gentkmao's  Magai^ 

;dne  for  April,  1738,  which  I  am  afliired  were  written  by  Johnfon : 

Ad  RiCARDVM   Savage. 
••  Uumani  ftuihm  generis  cm  peShre  fervit^  ** 

'  ^*  O  cfikf  bununmm  ujbveatpie  gemu/* 
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mtrcat  you  to  inform  the  publick,  that  his  life  will  fpeedily  be  publifhed  by      1744- 
a  perfon  who  was  favoured  wirii  his  confidence,  and  received  from  himfelf  an  ^[^JfTj^ 
account  of  moft  of  the  tranfaftions  which  he  propofes  to  mention,  to  the  time 
of  his  retirement  to  Swanfea  in  Wales. 

"  From  that  period,  to  his  death  in  the  prifon  of  Briftol,  the  account  will 
be  continued  from  materials  ftill  lefs  liable  to  objeftion ;  his  own  letters,  and 
thofe  of  his  friends,  fome  of  which  will  be  inferted  in  the  work,  and  abftrafts 
of  others  fubjoined  in  the  margin. 

"  It  may  be  reafonably  imagined,  that  others  may  have  the  fame  defign ; 
but  as  it  is  not  credible  that  they  can  obtain  the  fame  materials,  it  muft  be 
cxpefted  they  will  fupply  from  invention  the  want  of  intelligence ;  and  that 
under  the  title  of  '  The  Life  of  Savage,*  they  will  publifh  only  a  novel,  filled 
with  romantick  adventures,  and  imaginary  amours.  You  may  therefore, 
perhaps,  gratify  the  lovers  of  truth  and  wit,  by  giving  me  leave  to  inform 
them  in  your  magazine,  that  my  account  will  be  publifhed  in  8vo.  by  Mn 
Roberts,  in  Warwick-lane." 

[No  Jignature.l 

In  February,  1744,  it  accordingly  came  forth  from  the  fhop  of  Roberts, 
between  whom  and  Johnfon  I  have  not  traced  any  connexion,  except  the 
cafual  one  of  this  publication.  In  this  work,  although  it  mufl  be  allowed 
that  its  moral  is  the  reverfe  of^"  Re/picere  exemplar  vita  morumque  jubeboy^ 
a  very  ufeful  lefTon  is  inculcated,  to  guard  men  of  warm  pafTions  from 
a  too  free,  indulgence  of  them  j  and  the  various  incidents  are  related  in  fb 
clear  and  animated  a  manner,  and  illuminated  throughout  with  fo  much 
philofophy,  that  it  is  one  of  the  mofl  interefling  narratives  in  the  Englifh 
language.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  told  me,  that  upon  his  return  from  Italy 
he  met  with  it  in  Devonlhire,  knowing  nothing  of  its  authour,  and  began  to 
read  it  while  he  was  ftanding  with  his  arm  leaning  againft  a  chimney-piece. 
It  feized  his  attention  fo  flrrongly,  that,  not  being  able  to  lay  down  the 
book  till  he  had  finilhed  it,  when  he  attempted  to  move,  he  found  his  arm 
totally  benumbed.  The  rapidity  with  which  this  work  was  compofed,  is  a 
wonderful  circumflance.  Johnfon  has  been  heard  to  fay,  "  I  wrote  forty-eight 
of  the  printed  oftavo  pages  of  the  Life  of  Savage  at  a  fitting.;  but  then  I 
fat  up  all  night*." 

He  exhibits  the  genius  of  Savage  to  the  befl  advantage,  in  the  fpecimens 
of  his  poetry  which  he  has  felefted,  fome  of  which  are  of  uncommon  merit. 

*  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  3  j. 
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.1744.  We,  indeed,  occafionally  find  fuch  vigour  and  fuch  point,  as  might  make  us 
iEiat.  3  J.  fuppofe  that  the  generous  aid  of  Johnfon  had  been  ioiparted  to  his  friend. 
Mr.  Thomas  Warton  made  this  remark  to  me;  and,  in  lupport  of  it,  quoted 
from  the  poem  entided  "  The  Baftard,"  a  line  in  which  the  fancied  fupc- 
riority  of  one  "  ftamped  in  Nature's  mint  with  extafy,"  is  contrafted  with  a 
regular  lawful  dcfcendant  of  fome  great  and  ancient  family : 

**  No  tenth  tranfmitter  of  a  foolifh  face." 

but  the  faft  is,  that  this  poem  was  publiflied  fbme  years  before  Johnfon  and 
Savage  were  acquainted. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  this  biographical  difquifidon  there  appears  a  very 
ftrong  fymptom  of  Johnfon's  prejudice  againfl:  players ;  a  prejudice,  which 
may  be  attributed  to  the  following  caufes :  firft,  the  imperfedtion  of  his  organs^ 
which  were  fo  defeftivq  that  he  was  not  fufceptible  of  the  fine  impreffions 
which  theatrical  excellence  produces  upon  the  generality  of  mankind  i  fecondly, 
the  cold  rejeftion  of  his  tragedy ;  and,  laftly,  the  brilliant  luccefs  of  Garrick, 
who  had  been  his  pupil,  who  had  come  to  London  at  the  fame  rime  with 
him,  not  in  a  much  more  prolperous  ftate  than  himfelfi  and  whofe  talents  he 
undoubtedly  rated  low,  compared  with  his  own.  His  being  outftripped  by 
his  pupil  in  the  race  of  immediate  fame,  as  well  as  of  fortune,  probably  made 
him  feel  fome  indignation,  as  thinking  that  whatever  might  be  Garrick's  merits 
in  his  art,  the  reward  was  too  great  when  compared  with  what  the  mofk 
luccefsfiil  efibrts  of  literary  labour  could  attain.  At  all  periods  of  his  life 
Johnfon  ufed  to  talk  contemptuoufly  of  players ;  but  in  this  work  he  fpeaks 
of  theoi  with  peculiar  acrimony;  for  which,  perhaps,  there  was  formerly  too 
much  reafon  from  the  licentious  and  diffplute  manners  of  thofe  engaged  in  that 
profefljon.  It  is  but  juftice  to  add,  that  in  our  own  time  fuch  a  change  has 
talcen  place,  that  there  is  no  longer  room  for  fuch  an  unfavourable  diftindtion. 

His  fchoolfellow  and  friend,  Dr.  Taylor,  told  me  a  pleafant  anecdote  of 
Johnfon's  triumphing  over  his  pupil  David  Garrick.  When  that  great  aftor 
had  played  fome  little  time  at  Goodman's-fields,  Johnfon  and  Taylor  went  to 
fee  him  perform,  and  afterwards  paffed  the  evening  at  a  tavern  with  him  and 
old  Giflfard.  Johnfon,  who  was  ever  depreciating  ftage-pkyers,  after  cen- 
furing  fome  miftakes  in  emphafis  which  Garrick  had  committed  in  the  courfe 
of  that  night's  afting,  faid,  "  the  players.  Sir,  have  got  a  kind  of  rant,  with 
which  they  run  <mi',  without  any  regard  either. to  accent  or  emphafis."  Both 
Garrick/and  GifFard  wei^  offended  at  this  iarcafm,  and  endeavoured  to  refute 
iti  upon  which  Johnfon  rejoined,  "  Well  now,  I'll  give  you  fomething  to 
Ipeak,  widi  which  you  are  little  acquainted,  and  then  we  fhall  fee  how  juft 
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my  obfervation  is.     That  fhall  be  the  criterion.-    Let  me  hear  you  repeat  the      i744- 
ninth  Commandment,  "  Thou  (halt  not  bear  falfe  witnefs  againft  thy  neigh-  ^^tatTsT! 
bour."     Both  tried  at  it,  faid  Dr.  Taylor,  and  both  miftook  the  emphafis, 
which  fliould  be  upon  not  and  falfe  witnefs.     Johnfon  put  them  right,  and 
enjoyed  his  vidory  with  great  glee. 

His  "  Life  of  Savage"  was  no  fooner  publiflied,  than  the  following  liberal 
praife  was  given  to  it,  in  "  The  Champion,'*  a  periodical  paper :  "  This 
pamphlet  is,  without  flattery  to  its  authour,  as  juft  and  well  written  a  piece 
as  of  its  kind  I  ever  faw ;  fo  that  at  the  fame  time  that  it  highly  deferves,  it 
certainly  ftands  very  little  in  need  of  this  recommendation.  As  to  the  hiftory 
of  the  unfortunate  perfon,  whofe  memoirs  compofe  this  work,  it  is  certainly 
penned  with  equal  accuracy  and  fpirit,  of*which  I  am  fo  much  the  better 
judge,  as  I  know  many  of  the  fa6bs  mentioned  to  be  ftriftly  tme,  and  Very 
fairly  related,  Befides,  it  is  not  only  the  ftory-of  Mr.  Savage,  but  innume- 
rable incidents  relating  to  other  perfons,  and  other  affairs,  which  renders  this 
a  very  amufing,  and,  withal,  a  very  inftruftive  and  valuable  performance. 
The  authour's  obfervations  are  Ihort,  iignificant,  and  juft,  as  his  narrative  is 
remarkably  fmooth  and  well  dilpofed*  His  refleftions  open  to  all  the  recefles 
of  the  human  heart;  and,  in  a  word,  a  more  juft  or  pleafant,  a  more  engaging 
or  a  more'  improving  treatife,  on  all  the  excellencies  and  defers  of  human 
nature,  is  fcarce  to  be  found  in  our  own,  or,  perhaps,  any  other  language." 
,  This  paper  is  well  known  to  have  been  writteft  by  the  celebrated  Henry 
Fielding.  But,  I  fuppofe,  Johnfon  was  not  informed  of  his  being  indebted 
to  him  for  this  civility  j  for  if  he  had  been  apprifed  of  that  circumftance,  as  he 
was  very  fenfible  of  praife,  he  probably  would  not  have  (poken  with  fo  little 
refpcft  of  Fielding,  as  we  fliall  find  he  afterwards  did. 

Johnfon^s  pjtrtiality  for  Savage  made  him  entertain  no  doubt  of  his  ftory, 
however  extraordinary  and  improbable.  It  never  occurred  to  him  to  queftion 
his  being  the  fon  of  the  Countefs  of  Macclesfield,  of  whofe  unrelenting  bar- 
barity he  fo  loudly  complained,  and  the  particulars  of  which  are  related  in  fo 
ftrong  and  affefting  a  manner  in  Johnfon's  life  of  him.  Johnfon  was  certainly 
well  warranted  in  publifhmg  his  narrative,  however  offenfive  it  might  be  to 
the  Lady  and  her  relations,  becaufe  her  alledged  unnatural  and  cruel  conduft  to 
her  fon,  and  fhameflil  avowal  of  guilt,  were  ftated  in  a  life  of  Savage  now 
lying  before  me,  which  came  out  fo  early  as  1727,  and  no  attempt  had  been 
made  to  confute  it,  or  to  punifh  the  authour  or  printer  as  a  libeller  :  but,  for 
the  honour  of  human  nature,  we  fhould  be  glad  to  find  the  fhocking  tale  not 
true;  and,  from  a  refpeftable  gentleman  connected  with  the  Lady's  family,  I 
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»744*     have  received  fuch  information  and  remarks,  as  joined  to  my  own  inquiries, 
iEtau^T!  will,  I  think,  render  it  at  leaft  fomewhat  doubtfiJ,  efpecially  when  we  con- 
fider  that  it  muft  have  originated  from  the  pcrfon  himfelf  who  went  by  the 
name  of  Richard  Savage. 

If  the  maxim  falfum  in  unoj  falfum  in  omnibus y  were  to  be  received  without 
qualification,  the  credit  of  Savage's  narrative,  as  conveyed  to  us,  would  be 
annihilated  i  for  it  contains  fome  aflertions  which,  beyond  a  queftion,  are 
not  true. 

1.  In  order  to  induce  a  belief  that  Earl  Rivers,  on  account  of  a  criniinal 
conneftion  with  whom.  Lady  Macclesfield  is  faid  to  have  been  divorced  from 
her  huiband,  by  Aft  of  Parliament ',  had  a  peculiar  anxiety  about  the  child 
which  flie  bore  to  him,  it  is  alledgfedj  that  his  Lordlhip  gave  him  his  own 
name,  and  had  it  duly  recorded  in  the  regifter  of  St.  Andrew's,  Holborn, 
I  have  carefully  inlpefted  that  regifter,  but  no  fuch  entry  is  to  be  found. 

2.  It  is  ftated,  that  "  Lady  Macclesfield  having  lived  for  fome  time  upon 
very  uneafy  terms  with  her  huA)and,  thought  a  publick  confeffion  of  adultery 
the  moft  obvious  and  expeditious  method  of  obtaining  her  liberty  i"  and 
Johnfon,  affuming  this  to  be  true,  ftigmatifes  her  with  indignation,  as  "  the 
wretch  who  had,  without  fcruple,  proclaimed  herfelf  an  adulterefs."  But  I 
have  perufed  the  Journals  of  both  houfes  of  Parliament  at  the  period  of  her 
Bivorce,  and  there  find  it  authentically  afcertained,  that  fo  far  from  voluntarily 
fubmitting  to  the  ignominious  charge  of  adultery,  fhe .  made  a  ftrenuous 
defence  by  her  Counfeli  the  biU  having  been  firft  moved  15th  January,  1697, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  proceeded  on,  (with  various  applications  for  time 
to  bring  up  witnefles  at  a  diftance,  &c.)  at  intervals,  till  the  3d  of  March, 
when  it  paffed.  It  was  brought  to  the  Commons,  by  a  meflage  from  the 
Lords,  the  5th  of  March,  proceeded  on  the  7th,  loth,  nth,  14th,  and  15th, 
on  which  day,  after  a  full  examination  of  witnefles  on  both  fides,  and  hearing 
of  Counfel,  it  was  reported  without  amendments,  pafled,  and  carried  to  the 
Lords. 

That  Lady  Macclesfield  was  convifted  of  the  crime  of  which  fhe  was 
accufed,  cannot  be  denied;  but  the  queftion  now  is,  whether  the  perfon 
calling  himfelf  Richard  Savage  was  her  fon. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  when  Earl  Rivers  was  dying,  and  anxious  to  provide 
for  all  his  natural  children,  he  was  informed  by  Lady  Macclesfield  that  her 
fon  by  him  was  dead.  Whether,  then,  fhall  we  believe  that  this  was  a 
malignant  lie,  invented  by  a  mother  to  prevent  her  own  child  from  receiving 
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the  bounty  of  his  father,  which  was  accordingly  the  confequence,  if  the  perfon  ^V-H- 
whofe  life  Johnfon  wrote,  was  her  fon ;  or  Ihall  we  not  rather  believe  that  the  ^tat".  3  c. 
perfon  who  then  affumed  the  name  of  Richard  Savage  was  an  impoftor,  being 
in  reality  the  fon  of  the  fhoemaker,  under  whofe  wife's  care  Lady  Macclesfield's 
child  was  placed ,  that  after  the  death  of  the  real  Richard  Savage,  he  attenmpted 
to  perfonate  him,  and  that  the  fraud  being  known  to  Lady  Macclesfield,  he 
was  therefore  repulfed  by  her  with  juft  refentment. 

There  is  aftrong  circumftance  in  fuppprt  of  the  laft  fuppofition,  though  it  has 
been  mentioned  as  an  aggravation  of  Lady  Macclesfield's  unnatural  conduft, 
and  that  is,  her  having  prevented  him  from  obtaining  the  benefit  of  a  legacy 
left  to  him  by  Mrs.  Lloyd  his  god-mother.  For  if  there  was  fuch  a  legacy 
left,  his  not  being  able  to  obtain  payment  of  it,  muft  be  imputed  to  his  con- 
fcioufnefs  that  he  was  not  the  real  perfon.  The  juft  inference  ftiould  be,  that 
by  the  death  of  Lady  Macclesfield's  child  before  its  god-mother,  the  legacy 
became  lapfed,  and  therefore  that  Johnfon's  Richard  Savage  was  an  impoftor. 
If  he  had  a  tide  to  the  legacy,  he  could  not  have  found  any  difficulty  in 
recovering  it;  for  had  the  executors  refifted  his  claim, , the  whole  cofts,  as 
well  as  the  legacy,  muft  have  been  paid  by  them,  if  he  had  been  the  child  to 
whom  it  was  given. 

The  talents  of  Savage,  and  the  mingled  fire,  rudenefs,  pride,  mean- 
nefs,  and  ferocity  of  his  charafter*,  concur  in  making  it  credible  that  he 
was  fit  to  plan  and  carry  on  an  ambitious  and  daring  fcheme  of  impof- 
ture,  fimilar  inftances  of  which  have  not  been  wanting  in  higher  Ipheres, 
in  the  hifltory  of  different  countries,  and  have  had  a  confiderable  degree  of 
fuccefs. 

Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  companion  of  Johnfon,  (who  through 
whatever  medium  he  was  conveyed  into  this  world, — be  it  ever  fo  doubtful 
*^  To  whom  related,  or  by  whom  begot,"  was,  unqueftionably,  a  man  of  no 
common  endowments,)  we  muft  allow  the  weight  of  general  repute  as  to  his 
Sfafus  or  parentage,  though  illicit  i  and  fuppofing  him  to  be  an  impoftor,  it 
feems  ftrange  that  Lord  Tyrconnel,  the  nephew  of  Lady  Macclesfield,  ftiould 

*  Johnfon's  companion  appears  to  have  perfuaded  that  lofty- minded  man,  that  he  refembled  him 
in  having  a  noble  pride  ;  for  Johnfon,  after  painting  in  flrong  colours  the  quarrel  between  I^rd 
Tyrconnel  and  Savage,  afferts  that  "  the  fpirit  of  Mr.  Savage,  indeed,  never  fufFcred  him  to 
folicit  a  reconciliation ;  he  returned  reproach  for  reproach,  and  infult  for  infult."  But  the  rcfpecl- 
able  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  has  in  his  pofleflion  a  letter  from  Savage,  after  Lord 
Tyrconnel  had  difcarded  him,  addreifed  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Gilbert,  his  Lordlhip's  Chaplain, 
in  which  he  requefts  him^  in  the  humbleft  manner,  to  reprefent  his  cafe  to  the  Earl. 
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patronife  him,  and  even  admit  him  as  a  gueft  in  his  family  '•  Laftly,  it  *mvift 
ever  appear  very  fulpicious,  that  three  different  accounts  of  the  Life  of 
Richard  Savage,  one  publiflied  in  "  The  Plain  Dealer,"  in  1724,  another 
in  1727,  and  another  by  the  powerful  pen  of  Johnfon,  in  1749,  and  all  of 
them  while  Lady  Macclesfield  was  alive,  fhould,  notwithftanding  the  fevere 
attacks  upon  her,  have  been  fuffered  to  pafs  without  any  publick  and  efFedhial 
contradiftion. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  fum  up  the  evidence  upon  the  cafe,  as  fairly  as 
I  ^an ',  and  the  refult  feems  to  be,  that  the  world  mutt  vibrate  in  a  ftate  of 
uncertainty  as  to  what  was  the  truth. 

This  digreflion,  I  truft,  wiU  not  be  cenfured,  as  it  relates  to  a  matter 
exceedingly  curious,  and  very  intimately  connefted  with  Johnfon,  both  as  a 
man  and  an  authour^ 

He  this  year  wrote  the  *'  Preface  to  the  Harleian  Mifcellany.*"  The  feleftion 
of  the  pamphlets  of  which  it  was  compofed  was  made  by  Mr.  Oldys,  a  man 
of  eager  curiofity  and  indefatigable  diligence,  who  firft  exerted  that  fpirit  of 

5  Trailing  to  Savage's  information,  Johnfon  rcprcfcnts  this  unhappy  man's  being  received  as  a 
companion  by  Lord  Tyrconnel,  and  penfioned  by  his  Lordlhip,  as  if  pofteriour  to  Savage's  con- 
vi^on  and  pardon.  But  I  am  aflured,  that  Savage  had  received  the  voluntary  bounty  uf  Lord 
Tyrconnel>  and  had  been  difmiifed  by  him  long  before  the  murder  was  committed,  and  that  his 
Lordlhip  was  very  inftrumental  in  procuring  Savage's  pardon,  by  his  interceflion  with  the  Queen, 
through  Lady  Hertford.  If,  therefore,  he  had  been  defirous  of  preventing  any  publication  by 
Savage,  he  would  have  left  him  to  his  fate.  Indeed  I  muft  obferve,  that  ahhough  Johnfon  men- 
tions that  Lord  Tyrconnel's  patronage  of  Savage  was  ''  upon  his  promife  to  lay  afide  his  defign 
of  expofing  the  cruelty  of  his  mother,"  the  great  biographer  has  forgotten  that  he  himfelf  has 
mentioned,  that  Savage's  ftory  had  been  told  feveral  years  before  in  **  The  Plain  Dealer,"  from 
which  he  quotes  this  ftrong  faying  of  the  generous  Sir  Richard  Steele,  that  "  the  inhumanity  of 
his  mother  had  given  him  a  right  to  find  every  good  man  his  father."  At  the  fame  time  it  muft 
be  acknowledged,  that  Lady  Macclesfield  and  her  relations  might  ftill  wifli  that  her  ftory  ihould 
not  be  brought  into  more  confpicuous  notice  by  the  fatirical  pen  of  Savage* 

^  Mifs  Mafon,  after  having  forfeited  the  title  of  Lady  Macclesfield  by  divorce,  was  married 
to  Colonel  Brett,  and,  it  is  faid,  was  well  known  in  all  the  polite  circles.  Colley  Gibber,  I  am 
informed,  had  fo  high  an  opinion  of  her  tafte  and  judgement  as  to  genteel  life  and  manners,  that 
he  fubmitted  every  fcene  of  his  "  Carelefs  Huft)and,"  to  Mrs.  Brett's  revifal  and  corre^on. 
Colonel  Brett  was  reported  to  be  too  free  in  his  gallantry  with  his  Lady's  maid.  Mrs.  Brett  came 
into  a  room  one  day  in  her  own  houfe,  and  found  the  Colonel  and  her  maid  both  faft  afleep  in 
two  chairs.  She  tied  a  white  handkerchief  round  her  hun}and's  neck,  which  was  a  fufiicient  proof 
that  (he  had  difcovered  his  intrigue ;  but  (he  never  at  any  time  took  notice  of  it  to  him.  This 
incident,  as  I  am  told,  gave  occafion  to  the  well- wrought  fcene  of  Six  Charles  and  Lady  Eafy  and 
Edging, 
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inquiry  into  the  literature  of  the  old  Engliih  writers,  by  which  the  works  of     i74J- 
our  great  dramatick  poet  have  of  late  been  fo  fignally  illuftrated.  Miau^S. 

In  1745  he  publiflied  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Mifcellaneous  Obfervations  on 
the  Tragedy  of  Macbeth,  with  Remarks  on  Sir  T.  H's  (Sir  Thomas 
Hanmer's)  Edition  of  Shakfpeare.*"  To  which  he  affixed,  propofals  for  a 
new  edition  of  that  poet* 

As  we  do  not  trace  any  thing  elfe  publiflied  by  him  during  the  cOurfe  of 
this  year,  we  may  conjecture  that  he  was  occupied  entirely  with  that  work. 
But  the  little  encouragement  which  was  given  by  the  publick  to  his  anony- 
mous propofals  for  the  execution  of  a  talk  which  Warburton  was  known  to 
have  undertaken,  probably  damped  his  ardour.  His  pamphlet,  however, 
was  highly  efteemed,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  the  approbation 
even  of  the  fupercilious  Warburton  himfelf,  who,  in  the  Preface  to  his 
Shaklpeare  publiflied  two  years  afterwards,  thus  mentioned  it :  "  As  to  all 
thofe  things  which  have  been  publiflied  under  the  titles  of  EJaySy  Remarks, 
Obfervations^  &c.  on  Shakfpeare,  if  you  except  fome  critical  notes  on  Macbeth, 
given  as  a  fpecimen  of  a  projedled  edition,  and  written,  as  appears,  by  a  man 
of  parts  and  genius,  the  reft  are  abfolutely  below  a  ferious  notice." 

Of  this  flattering  diftinition  fliewn  to  him  by  Warburton,  a  very  grateful 
remembrance  was  ever  entertained  by  Johnfon,  who  faid,  "  He  praifed  me 
at  a  time  when  praife  was  of  value  to  me." 

In  1 746  it  is  probable  that  he  was  ftiU  employed  upon  his  Shakfpeare,  which  1 74^- 
perhaps  he  laid  afide  for  a  time,  upon  account  of  the  high  expeftations 
which  were  formed  of  Warburton's  edition  of  that  great  poet.  It  is  fomewhat 
curious,  that  his  literary  career  appears  to  have  been  almoft  totally  fulpended 
in  the  years  1745  and  1746,  thofe  years  which  were  marked  by  a  civil  war 
in  Great-Britain,  when  a  rafli  attempt  was  made  to  reftore  the  Houfe  of 
Stuart  to  the  throne.  That  he  had  a  tendernefs  for  that  unfortunate  Houfe, 
is  well  known;  and  fome  may  fancifully  imagine,  that  a  fympathethick 
anxiety  impeded  the  exertion  of  his  intelledtual  powers :  but  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  that  he  was,  during  this  time,  fketching  the  oudines  of  his  great  philo* 
logical  work. 

None  of  his  letters  during  thofe  years  are  extant,  fo  far  as  I  can  difcover.. 
This  is  much  to  be  regretted.  It  might  aflTord  fome  entertainment  to  fee 
how  he  then  exprefled  himfelf  to  his  private  friends,  concerning  ftate  affairs. 
Dr.  Adams  informs  me,  that  "  at  this  time  a  favourite  objeft  which  he  had 
in  contemplation  was  <  The  Life  of  Alfred,'  in  which,  from  the  warmth  with 

^hich 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON. 

which  he  fpoke  about  it,  he  would,  I  believe,  had  he  been  mafter  of  his 
own  will,  have  engaged  himfelf,  rather  than  on  any  other  fubjeft." 

In  1747  it  is  fuppofed  that  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  May  was  enriched 
by  him  with  five  fhort  poetical  pieces,  diftinguilhed  by  three  afteriflcs.  The 
firft  is  a  tranflation,  or  rather  a  paraphrafe,  of  a  Latin  Epitaph  on  Sir  Thomas 
Hanmer.  Whether  the  Latin  was  his,  or  not,  I  have  never  heard,  though  I 
fhould  think  it  probably  was,  if  it  be  certain  that  he  wrote  the  Englifli ;  as 
to  which  my  only  caufe  of  doubt  is,  that  his  flighting  charafter  of  Hanmer 
as  an  editor,  in  his  "  Obfervations  on  Macbeth,"  is  very  different  from  that  in 
the  Epitaph.  It  may  be  faid,  that  there  is  the  fame  contrariety  between  the 
charafter  in  the  Obfervations,  and  that  in  his  own  Preface  to  Shakfpeare  i  but 
a  confiderable  time  elapfed  between  the  one  publication  and  the  other,  whereas 
the  Obfervations  and  the  Epitaph  came  clofe  together.    The  others  are,  "  To 

Mifs ,  on  her  giving  the  Authour  a  gold  and  filk  net-work  Purfe  of 

her  own  weaving;"  "  Stella  in  Mourning;"  "  The  Winter's  Walk;"  "An 
Ode;"  and,  "  To  Lyce,  an  elderly  Lady."  I  am  not  pofitive  that  all  thele 
were  his  produftions ;  but  as  "  The  Winter's  Walk,"  has  never  been  con- 
troverted to  be  his,  and  all  of  them  have  the  fame  mark,  it  is  reafonablc 
to  conclude  that  they  are  all  written  by  the  fame  hand.  Yet  to  the  Ode, 
in  which  we  find  a  paffagc  very  charafteriftick  of  him,  being  a  learned  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  gout, 

"  Unhappy,  whom  to  beds  of  pain 
"  Arthritick  tyranny  configns ;" 

there  is  the  following  note  :  "  The  authour  being  ill  of  the  gout :"  but  Johnfon 
was  not  attacked  with  that  diftemper  till  at  a  very  late  period  of  his  life. 
May  not  this,  however,  be  a  poetical  fidtion  ?  Why  may  ncJt  a  poet  fuppofe 
himfelf  to  have  the  gout,  as  well  as  fuppofe  himfelf  to  be  in  love,  of  which 
we  have  innumerable  inftances,  and  which  has  been  admirably  ridiculed  by 
Johnfon  in  his  "  Life  of  Cowley  ?"  I  have  alfo  fome  difficulty  to  believe 
that  he  could  produce  fuch  a  group  of  conceits  as  appear  in  the  verfes  to 
Lyce,  in  which  he  claims  for  this  ancient  perfonage  as  good  a  right  to  be  affimi- 
lated  to  heaven^  as  nymphs  whom  other  poets  have  flattered ;  he  therefore 
ironically  afcribes  to  her  the  attributes  of  the  Jky^^  in  fuch  fl:anzas  as  this : 

"  Her  teeth  the  night  with  darknejs  dies, 

**  She's  Jiarr'd  with  pimples  o'er ; 
**  Her  tongue  like  nimble  lightning  plies, 

*'  And  can  with  thunder  roar." 

But 
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Buf  as  at  a  very  advanced  age  he  could  condefcend  to  trifle  in  namby  pamby      \1^7^ 
rhymes  to  pleafc  Mrs,  Thrale  and  her  daughter,  he  may  have,  in  his  earlier  ]^ut!  38^ 
years,  compoied  fuch  a  piece  as  this* 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  this  firft  edition  of  *'  The  Winter's  Walk,"  the 
concluding  line  is  much  more  Johnfonian  than  it  was  afterwards  printed ;  for  in 
fubfequent  editions  after  praying  Stella  to  "  fnatch  him  to  her  arms,"  he  fays, 

''  And  Jhield  me  from  the  ills  of  life." 

Whereas  in  the  firft  edition  it  is 

"  And  bide  me  from  ^tftght  of  life." 

A  horrour  at  life  in  general  is  more  confonant  with  Johnfon's  habitual  gloomy 
caft  of  thought, 

I  have  heard  him  repeat  with  great  energy  the  following  verfes,  which 
appeared  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  April  this  year  j  but  I  have  no 
authority  to  fay  they  were  his  own.  ][ndeed  one  of  the  beft  criticks  of  our 
^gc  fuggefts  to  me,  that  the  word  indifferently  being  ufed  in  the  fenfe  of. 
without  concern^  renders  it  improbable  that  they  (hould  have  been  his  com- 
pofition. 

On  Lord  Lovat's  Execution. 

^*  Pity'd  by  gentle  minds  Kilmarnock  died; 

•^  The  bravey  Balmerino,  were  on  thy  fide ; 

*'  Radcliffe,  unhappy  in  his  crimes  of  youth, 

*'  Steady  in  what  he  ftill  miftook  for  truth, 

•'  Beheld  his  death  fo  decendy  unmov'd, 

*'  The /oft  lamented,  and  the  brave  approv'd. 

"  But  Lovat's  fete  indiflferently  we  view, 

"  True  to  no  Kingy  to  no  religion  true : 

'*  Ho  fair  forgets  the  ruin  he  has  done ; 

"  No  child  laments  ^he  tyrant  of  his /on; 

**  No  tory  pities,  thinking  what  he  was ; 

<«  No  whig  compaffions,  for  he  left  the  cau/e; 

"  The  brave  regret  not,  for  he  was  not  brave ; 

"  The  honefi  mourn  not,  knowing  him  a  kpave  * !  *' 

This 

*  Thcfc  vcrfcs  are  fomewhat  too  fevcre  on  the  extraordinary  perfon  who  is  the  chief  figure  in 
4hefli,  for  he  was  undoubtedly  brave*    His  pleafantry  during  his  folemn  trial  (in  which»  by  the 

O  way. 
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This  year  his  old  pupil  and  friend,  David  Garrick,  having  become  joint 
patentee  and  manager  of  Drury-lane  theatre,  Johnfon  honoured  his  opening  of 
it  with  a  Prologue,*  which  for  juft  and  manly  dramatick  cridcifm,  on  the  whole 
range  of  the  Englilh  ftage,  as  well  as  for  poetical  excellence,  is  unrivalled. 
Like  the  celebrated  Epilogue  to  the  "  Diftrefled  Mother,"  it  was,  during  the 
feafbn,  often  called  for  by  the  audience.  The  moft  ftriking  and  brilliant 
paflages  of  it  have  been  fo  often  repeated,  and  are  fo  well  recpUefted  by  all 
the  lovers  of  the  drama  and  of  poetry,  that  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  point 
them  out.  In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  December  this  year,  he  inferted 
an  "  Ode  on  Winter,"  which  is,  I  think,  an  admirable  fpecimen  of  his  genius 
for  lyrick  poetry. 

But  the  year  1747  is  diftinguilhed  as  the  epoch,  when  Johnfon's  arduous 
and  important  work,  his  Dictionary  of  the  English  Language,  was 
announced  to  the  world,  by  the  publication  of  its  Plan  or  TroJpe5lus. 

How  long  this  immenfe  undertaking  had  been  the  objedb  of  his  contem- 
plation, I  do  not  know.  I  once  afked  him  by  what  means  he  had  attained 
to  that  aftonilhing  knowledge  of  our  language,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to 
realife  a  defign  of  fuch  extent,  and  accumulated  difficulty.  He  told  me,  that 
*'  it  was  not  the  effeft  of  particular  ftudy;  but  that  it  had  grown  up  in  his 
mind  infenfibly."  I  have  been  informed  by  Mr.  James  Dodfley,  that  feveral 
years  before  this  period,  when  Johnfon  was  one  day  fitting  in  his  brother 
Robert's  fhop,  he  heard  his  brother  fuggeft  to  him,  that  a  Dictionary  of  the 
Englifli  Language  would  be  a  work  that  would  be  well  received  by  the 
publick  J  that  Johnfon  feemed  at  firft  to  catch  at  the  propofition,  but,  after  a 
paufe,  faid,  in  his  abrupt  decilive  manner,  "  I  believe  I  fhall  not  undertake 
it."  That  he,  however,  had  beftowed  much  thought  upon  the  fubje'ft,  before 
he  publifhed  his  "  Plan,"  is  evident  from  the  enlarged,  clear,  and  accurate 
views  which  it  exhibits  \  and  we  find  him  mentioning  in  that  traft,  that  many 
of  the  writers  whofe  teftimonies  were  to  be  produced  as  authorities,  were 
felefted  by  Pope,  which  proves  that  he  had  been  fumilhed,  probably  by 
Mn  Robert  Dodfley,  with  whatever  hints  that  eminent  poet  had  contributed 

way,  I  have  heard  Mr.  David  Hume  obferve,  that  we  have  one  of  the  very  few  fpeeches  of  Mr. 
Murray,  now  Earl  of  Mansfield,  authentically  given)  was  very  remarkable.  When  aflced  if  he 
had  any  queftions  to  put  to  Sir  Everard  Fawkener,  who  was  one  of  the  flrongefl  witnefles  againft 
him,  he  anfwered,  **  I  only  wifti  him  joy  of  his  young  wife."  And  after  fentence  of  death  in 
the  horrible  terms  in  cafes  of  treafon  was  pronounced  upon  him,  and  he  was  retiring  from  the  bar, 
he  faid,  ''  Fare  you  well,  my  Lords,  we  (hall  not  all  meet  again  in  one  place."  He  behaved  with 
perfed  compofure  at  his  execution,  and  called  out  "  Duke  et  decorum  eft  pro  putrid  morL" 
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towards  a  great  literary  proje<St,  that  had  been  the  fubjeft  of  important  con- 
lideration  in  a  former  reign. 

The  bookfellers  who  contrafted  with  Johnfon,  fingle  and  unaided,  for  the 
execution  of  a  work,  which  in  other  countries  has  not  been  eflfefted  but  by 
the  co-operating  exertions  of  many,  were  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley,  Mr.  Charles 
Hitch,  Mr.  Andrew  Millar,  the  two  Meflieurs  Longman,  and  the  two 
Meflieurs  Knapton.  The  price  ftipulated  was  fifteen  hundred  and  feventy-five 
pounds. 

The  "  Plan"  was  addreffed  to  Philip  Dormer,  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  then 
one  of  his  Majefty*s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  a  nobleman  who  was  very 
ambitious  of  literary  diftinftion,  and  who,  upon  being  informed  of  the  defign, 
had  exprefled  himfelf  in  terms  very  favourable  to  its  fuccefs.  There  is, 
perhaps,  in  every  thing  of  any  confequence,  a  fecret  hiftory  which  it  would 
be  amufing  to  know,  could  we  have  it  authentically  communicated.  Johnfon 
told  me ',  "  Sir,  the  way  in  which  tl^  Plan  of  my  Dictionary  came  to  be^ 
inlcribed  to  Lord  Chefterfield,  was  this  :  I  had  negleftcd  to  write  it  by  the 
time  appointed.  Dodfley  ftiggefted  a  defire  to  have  it  addrefled  to  Lord 
Chefterfield.  I  laid  hold  of  this  as  a  pretext  for  delay,  that  it  might  be  better 
done,  and  let  Dodfley  have  his  defire.  I  faid  to  my  friend  Dr.  Bathurft, 
*  Now  if  any  good  comes  of  my  addrefling  to  Lord  Chefterfield,  it  will  be 
afcribed  to  deep  policy,  when,  in  faft,  it  was  only  a  cafual  excufe  for 
iazinefs." 

It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  the  "  Plan"  has  not  only  the  fubftantial 
merit  of  comprehenfion,  perfpicuity,  and  precifion,  but  that  the  language  of  it 
is  unexceptionably  excellent,  it  being  altogether  fi*ee  from  that  inflation  of  flyle, 
^and  thofe  uncommon  but  apt  and  energetick  ^ords,  which  in  Ibme  of  his 
writings  have  been  cenfured  with  more  petulance  than  juftice;  and  never  was 
there  a  more  dignified  ftrain  of  compliment,  than  that  in  which  he  courts  the 
attention  of  one  whom  he  had  been  perfuaded  to  believe  would  be  a  relpeft- 
able  patron. 

«^  With  regard  to  queftions  of  purity  or  propriety^  (fays  he)  I  was  once  in 
doubt  whether  I  ftiould  not  attribute  to  myfelf  too  much  in  attempting  to  decide 
them,  and  whether  my  province  was  to  extend  beyond  the  propofition  of  die 
queftion,  and  the  difplay  of  the  fuffrages  on  each  fide;  but  I  have  beenfincc 
determined  by  your  Lordfliip's  opinion,  to  interpofe  my  own  judgement,  and 
fljall  therefore  endeavour  to  fupport  what  appears  to  me  moft  conlbnant  to 

3  September  22»  1777,  S^^&  ^^^  Alhbourne  in  Derbyfliire^  to  {be  Iflam. 
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»747*      gj'ammar  and  reafon.    Aufonius  thought  that  modefly  ^forbade  him  to  plead 
lEtaT.^S.  ii^ability  for  a  talk  to  which  Caefar  had  judged  him  equal  f 

*  Cur  me  pojfe  negem  pojfe  quod  ilk  putat  ?  * 

And  I  may  hope,  my  Lord,  that  fince  you,  whole  authority  in  our  language 
is  {o  generally  acknowledged,  have  commiflioned  me  to  declare  my  own 
opinion,  I  Ihall  be  confidered  as  exerciling  a  kind  of  vicarious  jurifdiftion, 
and  that  the  power  which  might  have  been  denied  to  my  own  claim,  will  be 
readily  allowed  me  as  the  delegate  of  your  Lordlhip/* 
*  This  paffage  proves,  that  Johnfon's  addrefling  his  "  Plan  "  to  Lord  Chefter- 
field  was  not  merely  in  confequence  of  the  r^fult  of  a  report  by  means  of 
Dodlley,  that  the  Earl  favoured  the  defign ;  but  that  there  had  been  a  par- 
ticular communication  with  his  Lordihip  concerning  it.  Dr.  Taylor  told  me,. 
^  that  Johnlbn^  fent  his  "Plan"  to  him  in  manufcript,  for  his  perulal;  and 
that  when  it  was  lying  upon  his  table,  Mr.  William  Whitehead  happened  to- 
pay  him  a  vifit,  and  being  Ihewn  it,  was  highly  pleafed  with  fuch  parts  of  it  as 
he  had  time  to  read,  and  begged  to  take  it  home  with  him,  which  he  wa& 
allowed  to  do ;  that  from  him  it  got  into  the  hands  of  a  noble  Lord,  who 
carried  it  to  Lord  Chefterfield.  When  Taylor  obferved  this  might  be  an 
a4vantage,  Johnfon  replied,  "  Np,  Sir ;  it  would  have  come  out  with  more 
bloom,  if  it  had  not  been  feen  before  by  any  body.** 

The  opinion  conceived  of  it  by  another  noble  authour,  appears  from  the 
following  extxafl:  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Orrery  to  Dr.  Birch  : 

**  Calcdon,  Dec.  30,  1747. 

"  I  HAVE  juft  now  icen  the  Ipecimen  of  Mr.  Johnfon*s  Didionary, 
addreffed  to  Lord  Chefterfield.  I  am  much  pleafed  with  the  plan,  and  I 
think  the  fpecimen  is  one  of  the  beft  that  I  have  ever  read.  Moft  Ipecimens 
difguft,  rather  than  prejudice  us  in  favour  of  the  work  to  follow;  but  the 
language  of  Mr.  Johnfon's  is  good>  and  the  arguments  are  properly  and 
modeftly  cxprefled.  However,  fome  expreflions  may  be  cavilled  at>  but 
they  are  trifles^  1*11  mention  one.  The  iarren  LaureL  The  laurel  is  not 
barren,  in  any  fenfe  whatever ;  it  bears  firuits  and  flowers.  Sed  ha  Junt  nuga^ 
and  I  have  great  expedadons  from  the  jitrformance  \" 

That  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  arduous  nature  of  the  undertaking,  he 
acknowledges,  and  Ihews  himfelf  perfeftly  fenfible  of  it  in  the  conclufion  of  his 


Birch.  MSS.  Brit.  Mof.  4303. 
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«  Pkn  i"  but  he  had  a  noble  confcioufiiels  of  his  own  abilities,  which  enabled 
him  to  go  on  with  undaunted  ipirit. 

Dr.  Adams  found  him  one  day  bufy  at  his  Diftionary,  when  the  following 
dialogue  enfued.  ^*  Adams.  This  is  a  great  work.  Sir.  How  are  you  to  get 
all  the  etymologies  ?  Johnson.  Why,  Sir,  here  is  a  Ihelf  with  Junius,  and 
Skinner,  and  others ;  and  there  is  a  Welch  gendeman  who  has  publiflied  a 
colkftion  of  Welch  proverbs,  who  will  help  me  with  the  Welch.  Adams^. 
But,  Sir,  how  can  you  do  this  in  three  years  ?  Johnson.  Sir,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  I  can  do  it  in  three  years,  Adams.  But  the  French  Academy, 
which  confifts  of  forty  members,  took  forty  years  to  compile  their  Diftionary. 
Johnson.  Sir,  thus  it  is.  This  is  the  proportion*  Let  me  fee ;  forty  times 
forty  is  fixteen  hundred.  As  three  to  lixteen  hundred,  fo  is  the  proportion  of 
an  Englilhraan  to  a  Frenchman."  With  fo  much  eafe  and  pleafantry  could 
he  talk  of  tiiat  prodigioxis  labour  which  he  had  undertaken  to  execute. 

The  publick  has  had,  from  another  pen,  a  long  detail  of  what  had  been 
done  in  this  country  by  prior  Lexicographers,  and  no  doubt  Johnfon  was  wife 
to  avail  himfclf  of  them,  fo  far  as  they  went  j  but  the  learned,  yet  judicious 
refearch  of  etymology,  the  various,  yet  accurate  difplay  of  definition,  and  the 
rich  colle6tion  of  authorities,  were  refervcd  for  the  fuperiour  mind  of  our 
great  philologift.  For  the  mechanical  parfe  he  employed,  as  he  told  me,  fix 
amianuenfes ;  and  let  it  be  remembered  by  the  natives  of  North-Britain,  to 
whom  he  is  fuppofedi  to  have  been  fo  hoftile,  that  five  of  them  were  of  that 
country.  There  were  two  Meffieurs  Macbean ;  Mr.  Shiels,  the  writer  of  the 
Lives  of  the  Poets  ~to  which  the  name  of  Gibber  is .  affixed  j  Mr..  Stewart,, 
fon  of  Mr.  George  Stewart,  bookfeller  at  Edinburgh  ^  and,  a  Mr.  Mairiand.. 
The  fixth  of  thefe  humble  affiftants  was  Mr.  Peyton,  who>  I  believe^  tau^t 
French,  and  publilhed  fomc  elementary  trafts. 

To  all  thefe  painful  labourers,  Johnfon  fhewed  a  never-ceafmg  kindnels,. 
fo  fer  as  they  ftood  in  need  of  it.  The  elder  Mr.  Macbean  had  afterwards 
.  the  honour  of  being  Librarian  to  Archibald,  Duke  of  Argyle,  for  many  years, 
but  was  left  without  a  fhilling.  Johnfon  wrote  for  him  a  Prefece  to  ^*  A  Syftem 
of  ancient  Geography  j"  and,  by  die  favour  of  Lord  Thurlow,  got  him 
admitted  a  poor  brother  of  die  Charterhoufe.  For  Shiels,^  who  died  of.  a 
confumption,  he  had  much  tendernefs;  and  it  has  been-  thought  that  fome 
choice  fentences  in  the  Lives  of  the  Poets  were  fupplied  by  him.  Peyton,r 
when  reduced  to  penury,  had  frequent  aid  from  the  bounty  of  Johnfon,  who 
at  laft  wats  at  the  expence  of  bifrying  both  him  and  his  wife- 
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1748.  While  the  Diftionary  was  going  forward,  Johnfon  lived  part  of  the  time  in 
^tatTTe!  Holbom,  part  in  Gough-fquare,  Fleet-ftreet ;  and  he  had  an  upper  room  fit- 
ted up  like  a  counting-houfe  for  the  purpofe,  in  which  he  gave  to  the  copyifts 
their  feveral  talks.  The  words,  partly  taken  from  other  diftionaricSi  and 
partly  fupplied  by  himfelf,  having  been  firft  written  down  with  Ipaces  left 
between  them,  he  delivered  in  writing  their  etymologies,  definitions,  and 
various  fignifications.  The  authorities  were  copied  from  the  books  them- 
felves,  in  which  he  had  marked  the  paflages  with  a  black-lead  pencil,  the 
.traces  of  which  could  cafily  be  effaced.  I  have  feen  feveral  of  them,  in 
which  that  trouble  had  not  been  taken  -,  fo  that  they  were  juft  as  when  ufed 
by  the  copyifts.  It  is  remarkable,  that  he  was  fo  attentive  in  the  choice  of 
the  pafTages  in  which  words  were  authorifed,  that  one  may  read  page  after 
page  of  jiis  Diftionary  with  improvement  and  pleafure ;  and  it  fliould  not 
pafs  unobferved,  that  he  has  quoted  no  authour  whofe  writings  had  a  tendency 
to  hurt  found  religion  and  morality. 

The  neceffary  expence  of  preparing  a  work  of  fuch  magnitude  for  the  prcfi, 
muft  have  been  a  confiderable  deduftion  from  the  price  llipulated  to  be  paid 
/or  the  copy-right,  I  underftand  that  nothing  was  allowed  by  the  bookfcllers 
on  that  account  j  and  I  remember  his  telling  me,  that  a  large  portion  of  k 
having,  by  miftake,  been  written«upon  both  fides  of  the  paper,  fo  as  to  be 
inconvenient  for  the  rompofitor,  it  coft  him  twenty  pounds  to  have  it 
tranfcribed  upon  one  fide  only. 

He  is  now  to  be  confidered  as  "  tugging  at  his  oar,*'  as  engaged  in  a  fteady 
continued  courfc  of  occupation,  fufficient  to  employ  all  his  time  for  fome 
years,  and  which  was  the  beft  preventive  of  that  conftitutional  melancholy 
which  was  ever  lurking  about  him,  ready  to  trouble  his  quiet.  But  his 
enlarged  and  lively  mind  could  not  be  fatisfied  without  more  diverfity  of 
employment,  and  the  pleafure  of  animated  relaxation.  He  therefore  not  6nly 
exerted  his  talents  in  occafional  compofition  very  different  from  Lexicography, 
but  formed  a  club  in  Ivy-lane,  Paternofter-row,'  with  a  view  to  enjoy  literary 
difcuffion,  and  amufe  his  evening  hours.  The  members  affociated  with  him 
in  diis  little  fociety  were  his  beloved  friend  Dr.  Richard  Bathurft,  Mr. 
Hawkefworth,  afterwards  well  known  by  his  writings,  Mr.  John  Hawkins,  an 
attorney  ^  and  a  few  others  of  different  profeffions. 

In 

«  He  was  afterward*  for  feveral  year*  Chairman  of  the  Middlcfex  Jufticcs,  and  upon  occafion 
of  prcfenting  fome  addrefs  to  the  King,  accepted  the  ufual  offer  of  Knighthood.  He  is  authour 
c£  *«  A  Hiftory  of  Mufick/'  in  five  volumes  in  quarto.    By  arduous  attendance  upon  Johnfon  in 
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In  the  Gentlcman*s  Magazine  for  May  of  this  year  he  wrote  a  "  Life  of     1748* 
liOrti  Rofcommon,*"   with  Notes>  which  he   afterwards  much  improved,  ^EtatT^ 
indented  the  notes  into  text,  and  inferted  it  amongft  his  Lives  of  the  Englilh 
Poets. 

Mr.  Dodfley  this  year  brought  out  his  Preceptor,  one  of  the  moft  valuable 
books  for  the  improvement  of  young  minds  that  has  appeared  in  any  language ;. 
and, to  this  meritorious  work  Johnfon  fumiflied  "  The  Preface,*"  containing  a. 
general  (ketch  of  the  book,  with  a  fhort  and  perlpicuous  recommendation  of 
each  article ;  as  alfo,  "  The  Vifion  of  Theodore  the  Hermit,  found  in  his 
Cell,*"  a  moft  beautiful  allegory  of  human  life,  under  the  figure  of  afccnding 
the  mountain  of  Exiftence.  The  Bifhop  of  Dromore  heard  Dr.  Johnfon  fay, 
that  he  thought  this  was  the  beft  thing  he  ever  wrote. 

In  January,  1749,  he  publilhed  ^*  The  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes,  1749. 
being  the  Tenth  Satire  of  Juvenal  imitated."  He,  I  believe,  compofed  it 
the  preceding  year^.  Mrs.  Johnfon,  for  the  fake  of  country  air,  had  lodgings 
at  Hampftead,  to  which  he  reforted  occafionally,  and  there  the  greateft  part, 
if  not  the  whole,  of  this  Imitation  was  written.  The  fervid  rapidity  with' 
which  it  was  produced,  is  fcarcely  credible.  I  have  heard  him  fay,  that  he 
compofed  fcventy  lines  of  it  in  one  day,  without  putting  one  of  them  upon 
paper  till  they  were  finilhed.  I  remember  when  I  once  regretted  to  him  that 
he  had  not  given  us  more  of  Juvenal's  Satires,  he  faid  he  probably  fhould 
give  more,  for  he  had  them  all  in  his  head  5  by  which  I  underftood,  that  he 
had  the  originals  and  correfpondent  allufions  floating  in  his  mind,  which  hq 
.  could,  when  he  pleafed,.  embody  and  render  permanent  without  much  labour. 
Some  of  them,  howtver,  he  obferved,  were  too  grofs  for  imitation. 

The  profits  of  a  fingle  poem,  however  excellent,  appear  to  have  been  very 
fmall  in  the  laft  reign,  compared  with  what  a  publication  of  the  fame  fize  has 
iince  been  known  to  yield.  I  have  mentioned,  upon  Johnfon's  own  authority, 
that  for  his  London  he  had  only  ten  guineas  -,  and  now,  after  his  fame  was 
eftablilhed,  he  got  for  his  "  Vanity  of  human  Wifhcs"  but  five  guineas  more,  • 
as  is  proved  by  an  authentick  document  in  my  pofiefilon  ^. . 

It 

his  laft  illnefs,  he  obtained  the  offiw  of  one  pf  his  executors  ;  in  confequcncc  of  which,  the  book- 
felJers  of  London  employed  him  to  publilh  an  edition  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  works,  and  to  write 
his  Life. 

*  Sir  John  Hawkins,  with  folcron  inaccuracy,  reprefents  this  poem  as  a  confeqoence  of  the 
indifferent  reception  of  his  tragedy.  But  the  fa^  is,  that  the  poem  was  publifhed  on  the  9th  of 
January,  and  the  tragedy  was  not  ad^ed  till  the  6th  of  the  February  following. 

7  <•  ^ov«  25,  1748*   I  received  of  Mr.  Dodfley  fifteen  guineas,  for  which  I  afiign  to  him  the- 
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It  will  be  obferved,  that  he  referves  to  himfelf  the  right  of  printing  one 
edition  of  this  fatire,  which  was  his  praftice  upon  occafion  of  the  fale  of  all 
his  writings ;  it  being  his  fixed  intention  to  publilh  at  fome  period,  for  his  own 
profit,  a  complete  coUedtiori  of  his  works. 

His  ^*  Vanity  of  human  Wilhes"  has  lefs  of  common  life,  but  more  of 
a  philofophick  dignity  than  his  "  London/'  More  readers,  therefore,  will  be 
delighted  with'  the  pointed  Ipirit  of  "  London,"  than  with  the  profound 
refleftion  of  "  The  Vanity  of  human  Wifhes."  Garrick,  for  inftance, 
obferved,  in  his  fprightly  manner,  with  more  vivacity  than  regard-  to  juft 
difcrimination,  as  is  ufual  with  wits,  "  When  Johnfon  lived  much  with  the 
Herveys,  and  faw  a  good  deal  of  what  was  pafling  in  life,  he  wrote  his 
*  London,'  which  is  lively  and  eafy.  When  he  became  more  retired,  he 
gave  us  his  *  Vanity  of  human  Wiflies,*  which  is  as  hard  as  Greek.  Had  he 
gone  on  to  imitate  another  fatire,.  it  would  have  been  as  hard  as  Hebrew*." 

But  "  The  Vanity  of  human  Wifhes  "  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  bell  judges, 
as  high  an  effort  of  ethick  poetry  as  any  language  can  Ihew.  The  inftances  of 
variety  of  difappointment  are  chofen  fo  judicioufly,  and  painted  fo  ftrongly, 
that,  the  moment  they  are  read,  they  bring  conviftion  to  every  thinking  mind. 
That  of  the  fcholar  muft  have  depreffed  the  too  fanguine  expeftations  of  many 
an  ambitious  ftudent'.  That  of  the  warrior,  Charles  of  Sweden,  is,  I  think, 
as  highly  finilhed  a  picture  as  can  poflibly  be  conceived. 

right  of  copy  of  an  Imitation  of  the  Tenth  Satire  of  Juvenal,  written  by  me;  rcfcrving  to  myfelf 
the  right  of  printing  one  edition.  Sam.  Johnson." 

'*  London,  29  June,  1786.   A  true  copy,  from  the  original  in  Dr.  Johnfon's  hand-writing, 

«  JaS.  Dodsley/' 

•  From  Mr.  Langton. 

*  In  this  poem  one  of  the  inftances  mentioned  of  unfortunate  learned  men  is  Ljtiiat : 

"  Hear  Lydiat's  life,  and  Galileo's  end." 
TTie  hiftory  of  Lydiat  being  little  known,  the  following  account  of  him  may  be  acceptable  to 
many  of  my  readers.  It  appeared  as  a  note  in  the  Supplement  to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for 
1 748,  in  which  fome  paifages  extradled  from  Johnfon's  pdem  were  inferted,  and  it  fhoald  have 
been  added  in  the  fubfequent  editions,—*'  A  very  learned  diving  and  mathematician,  fellow  of 
New  College,  Oxon,  and  Reftor  of  Okerton,  near  Banbury.  He  wrote,  among  many  others,  a 
Latin  trcatife  "  D/  naturd  cali^  l^c.'*  in  which  he  attacked  the  fentiments  of  Scaliger  and 
Ariflotle,  not  bearing  to  hear  it  urged,  that  fome  things  are  true  in  philo/ophy  and  falfe  in  divinity^ 
He  made  above  600  Sermons  on  the  harmony  of  the  Evangelifts.  Being  unfuccefsful  in  publilhing 
his  works,  he  lay  in  the  prifon  of  Bocardo  at  Oxford,  and  in  the  King's  Bench,  till  Bifliop  Ulher, 
Dr.  Laud,  Sir  William  Bofwel,  and  Dr.  Pink,  releafed  him  by  paying  his  debts.  He  petitioned 
King  Charles  I.  to  be  fent  into  Ethiopia,  &c.  to  procure  MSS.  Having  fpoken  in  favour  of 
monarchy  and  bifhops,  he  was  plundered  by  the  parliament  forces,  and  twice  carried  away 
prifoner  from  his  redory ;  and  afterwards  had  not  a  (hirt  to  fhift  him  in  three  months,  without 
ke  borrowed  it,  and  died  ^txy  poor  in  1646."  . 
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Were  all  the  other  excellencies  of  this  poem  annihilated,  it  muft  ever  have      1749. 
our  grateful  reverence  from  its  noble  conclufion ;  in  which  we  are  confoled  *>Etat.  4^ 
with  the  affurance  that  happinefs  may  be  attained,  if  we  "  apply  our  hearts  '* 
to  piety : 

^^  Where  then  Ihall  hope  and  fear  their  objefts  find  ? 

<^  Shall  dull  fulpenfe  corrupt  the  ftagnant  mind  ? 

"  Muft  helplefs  nian,  in  ignorance  fedate, 

"  Roll  darkling  down  the  torrent  of  his  fate  ? 

"  Shall  no  diflikc  alarm,  no  wifhes  rife, 

«  No  cries  attempt  the  mercy  of  the  Ikies  ? 

"  Enthufiaft,  ceafe^  petitions  yet  remain, 

"  Which  heav'n  may  hear,  nor  deem  religion  vain. 

"  Still  raifc  for  good  the  fupplicating  voice, 

*'  But  leave  to  heav'n  the  meafure  and  the  choice. 

*'  Safe  in  his  hand,  whofe  eye  difcerns  afar 

"  The  fecret  ambuih  of  a  ipecious  pray'r; 

"  Implore  his  aid,  in  his  decifions  reft,. 

"  Secure  whate'er  he  gives  he  gives  the  beft. 

"  Yet  when  the  fenfe  of  facred  prefence  fires, 

^'  And  ftrong  devotion  to  the  fkies  alpires, 

*'  Pour  forth  thy  fervours  for  a  healthful  mind, 

'^  Obedient  pailions,  and  a  will  refign'd ; 

"  For  love,  which  fcarce  coUedtive  man  can  fill, 

*'  For  patience  fovereign  o'er  tranfinuted  ill  i 

*'  For  faith,  which  panting  for  a  happier  feat, 

**  Counts  death  kind  Nature's  fignal  for  retreaL 

"  Thefe  goods  for  man  the  laws  of  heaven  ordain, 

'*  Thefe  ^oods  he  grants,  who  grants  the  power  to  gain ; 

<^  With  thefe  celeftial  wifdom  calms  the  mind, 

-«^  And  makes  the  happinefs  (he  docs  not  find." 

Garrick  being  now  vefted  with  theatrical  power  by  being  manager  of  Drury- 
lane  theatre,  he  kindly  and  generoufly  made  ufe  of  it  to  bring  out  Johnfon's 
tragedy,  which  had  been  long  kept  back  for  want  of  encouragement.  But  in 
this  benevolent  purpofe  he  met  with  no  fmall  difficulty  from  the  temper  of 
Johnfon,  which  could  not  brook  that  a  drama  which  he  had  formed  with  much 
ftudy,  and  had  been  obliged  to  keep  more  than  the  nine  years  of  Horace, 
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1749-  Ihould  be  revifed  and  altered  at  the  pleafure  of  an  adton  Yet  Garrick  knew 
^Eut  4o  ^^^^^  ^^^  without  fomc  alterations  it  would  not  he  fit  for  the  ftage*  A  violent 
dilpute  having  enfued  between  them,  Garrick  applied  to  the  Reverend  Dr. 
Taylor  to  interpofe.  Johnfon  was  at  firft  very  obftinate.  "  Sir,  (faid  he) 
the  fellow  wants  me  to  make  Mahomet  nin  mad,  that  be  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  tofling  his  hands  and  kicking  his  heels  \"  He  was,  however,  at  laftj 
with  difficulty,  prevailed  on  to  comply  with  Garrick*s  wilhes,  fo  as  to  allow  of 
fome  changes ;  but  ftill  there  were  not  enough. 

Dr.  Adams  was  prefent  the  firft  night  of  the  reprefentation  of  Irene, 
and  gave  me  the  following  account :  "  Before  the  curtain  drew  up,  there  were 
catcalls  whittling,  which  alarmed  Johnlbn's  friends.  The  Prologue,  which  was 
written  by  himfelf  in  a  manly  ftrain,  foothed  the  audience  *,  and  the  play  went 
off  tolerably  till  it  came  to  the  conclufion,  when  Mrs.  Pritchard,  the  heroine  of 
the  piece,  was  to  be  ftrangled  upon  the  ftage,  and  was  to  Ipeak  two  lines  with 
the  bow-ftring  round  her  neck.  The  audience  cried  out  "  Murdery  murder.^* 
She  feveral  times  attempted  to  fpeak,  but  in  vain.  At  laft  fhe  was  obliged  to 
go  off  the  ftage  alive.**  This  paffage  was  afterwards  ftruck  out,  and  ftie  was 
carried  off  to  be  put  to  death  behind  the  fccnes,  as  the  play  now  has  it.  The 
Epilogue  was  written  by  Sir  William  Young.  I  know  not  how  Johnfon's 
play  came  to  be  thus  graced  by  the  pen  of  a  perfon  then  fb  eminent  in  the 
political  world. 

*  Mahomet  was,  in  faft,  played  byMr.  Barry,  and  Demetrius  by  Mr.  Garrick ;  but  probably 
at  this  time  thfe  parts  were  not  yet  caft. 

*  The  exprcffion  ufed  by  Dr.  Adams  was  **  foothed,"  I  fliould  rather  think  the  audience  wa» 
awed  by  the  extraordinary  fpirit  and  dignity  of  the  following  lines  ; 

"  Be  this  at  lead  his  praifc,  be  this  his  pride, 
"  To  force  applaufc  no  modem  arts  arc  tried  : 
**  Should  partial  catcalls  all  his  hopes  confouod, 
''  He  bids  no  trumpet  quell  the  fatal  found  ;  * 
•*  Should  welcome  fleep  relieve  the  weary  wit, 
*'  He  rolls  no  thunders  o'er  the  drowfy  pit ; 
4  *'  No  fnares  to  captivate  the  judgement  fprcads» 

•*  Nor  bribes  your  tyt&  to  prejudice  your  heads, 
**  Unmov'd,  though  witlings  fneer  and  rivals  rail^ 
''  Studious  to  pkafe,  yet  not  afhamed  to  fail, 
«<  He  fcorns  the  meek  addrefs,  the  fuppliant  ibrain, 
/  *'  With  merit  needlefs,  and  without  it  vain  : 

«•  InReafon,  Nature,  Truth,  he  dares  to  truft ; 
•«  Ye  fops  be  filcnt,  afiid  ye  wits  be  juft ! " 
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Notwithftanding  dl  the  fuppprt  of  fuch  performers  as  Garrick,  Barry,  Mrs.  i749* 
Cibber,  Mrs.  Pritchard,  and  every  advantage  of  drefs  and  decoration,  the  ^tat.40! 
tragedy  of  Irene  did  not  pleafe  the  publick.  Mr.  Garrick*s  zeal  carried  it 
through  for  nine  nights,  fo  that  the  autheur  had  his  three  nights*  profits ;  and 
from  a  receipt  figned  by  him,  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  James  Dodfley,  it 
appears  that  his  friend  Mr*  Robert  Dodfley  gave  him  one  hundred  pounds  for 
the  copy,  with  his  ufual  refervation  of  the  right  of  one  edition* 

Irene,  confidered  as  a  poem,  is  intitled  to  the  praife  of  fuperiour  excellence. 
Analyfed  into  parts,  it  will  furniih  a  rich  ftore  of  noble  fentiments,  fine 
imagery,  and  beautiful  language ;  but  it  is  deficient  in  pathos,  in  that  delicate 
power  of  touching  the  human  feelings,  which  is  the  principal  end  of  the 
drama.  Indeed  Garrick  has  complained  to  me^  that  Johnfon  not  only  had 
not  the  faculty  of  producing  the  impreflions  of  tragedy,  but  that  he  had  not 
the  fenfibility  tp  perceive  them.  His  great  friend  Mr.  Walmfley's  predi6tion,  ^ 
that  he  would  "  turn  out  a  fine  tragedy-writer,*'  was,  therefore,  iH  founded* 
Johnfon  was  wife  enough  to  be  convinced  that  he  had  not  the  talents  necef- 
lary  to  write  fuccefsfuUy  for  the  ftage,  and  never  made  another  attempt  in  that 
^ecies  of  compofition. 

When  alked  how  he  felt  upon  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  tragedy,  he  replied, 
**  Like  the  Monument/*  meaning  that  he  continued  firm  and  unmoved  as 
that  column.  And  let  it  be  remembered,  as  an  admonition  to  the  genus 
irritabile  of  dramatick  writers,  that  this  great  man,  inftead  of  peeviflily  com- 
plaining of  the  bad  tafte  of  the  town,  fubmitted  to  its  decifion  without  a 
murmur.  He  had,  indeed,  upon  all  occafions  a  great  deference  fer  the 
general  opinion:  "  A  man  (faid  he)  who  writes  a  book,  thinks  himfelf  wifer 
or  wittier  than  the  reft  of  mankind;  he  fuppofes  that  he  can  inftruft  or  amufe 
them,  and  the  publick  to  whom  he  appeals,  muft,  afi:er  all,  be  the  judges  of  - 
his  pretenfions." 

On  occafion  of  his  play  being  brought  upon  the  ftage,  Johnibn  had  a  fancy 
that  as  a  dramatick  authour  his  drefs  fliould  be  more  gay  than  what  he  ordi- 
narily wore ;  he  therefore  appeared  behind  the  fcenes,  and  even  in  one  of  the 
fide  boxes,  in  a  fcarlet  waiftcoat,  with  rich  gold  lace.  His  neceflary  attendance 
while  his  play  was  in  rehearfal,  and  during  its  performance,  brought  him 
acquainted  with  many  of  the  performers  of  both  fexes,  which  produced  a 
more  favourable  opinion  of  their  profeffion  than  he  had  harflily  exprefled  in 
his  Life  of  Savage.  With  fome  of  them  he  kept  up  an  acquaintance  as  long 
as  he  and  they  lived,  and  was  ever  ready  to  !hew  them  afts  of  kindnefs.  He 
for  a  confiderable  time  ufed  to  frequent  the  Green  Roomy  and  feemed  to  take 
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delight  in  diffipating  his  gloom,  by  mixing  in  die  i^'^g'^^ly  chit-chat  of  the 
modey  circle  then  to  be  found  there.  Mr.-  David  Hume  related  to  ipe  from 
Mr.  Garrick,  that  Johnfon  at  laft  denied  himfelf  this  amufement,  from  con- 
fiderations  of  rigid  virtue;  laying,  "  Til  come  no  more  behind  your  fcenes, 
David  i  for  the  filk  (lockings  and  white  bofoms  of  your  aftrefles  excite  my 
amorous  propenfiries." 
1750.  In  1750  he  came  forth  in  the  charafter  for  which  he  was  eminently  qualified, 

a  majeftick  teacher  of  moral  and  religious  wilHom.  The  vehicle  which  he 
chofe  was  that  of  a  periodical  paper,  which  he  knew  had  been,  upon  former 
occafions,  employed  with  great  luccefs.  The  Tader,  Spectator,  and  Guar- 
dian, were  the  laft  of  the  kind  publilhed  in  England,  which  had  ftood  the 
teft  of  a  long  trial ;  and  fuch  an  interval  had  now  elapfed  fince  their  publi- 
cation, as  made  him  juftly  think  that,  to  many  of  his  readers,  this  form  of 
inftruftion  would,  in  fome  degree,  have  the  advantage  of  novelty.  A  few 
days  before  the  firft  of  his  Effays  came  out,  there  ftarted  another  competitor 
for  fame  in  the  lame  form,  under  the  tide  of  **  The  Tatler  Revived,"  which 
I  believe  was  "  born  but  to  die."  Johnfon  was,  I  think,  not  very  happy  in 
the  choice  of  his  ride,  "  The  Rambler,"  which  certainly  is  not  fuited  to  a 
feries  of  grave  and  moral  difcourfes ;  which  the  Italians  have  literally,  but 
ludicroufly,  tranflated  by  //  Vagabondo  5  and  which  has  been  lately  afllimed  as 
the  denomination  of  a  vehicle  of  licentious  tales,  «  The  Rambler's  Maga- 
zine." He  gave  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  the  following  account  of  its  getting 
this  name :  "  What  muft  be  done.  Sir,  will  be  done.  When  I  was  to  begin 
publilhing  that  paper,  I  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  name  it.  I  fat  down  at  night 
upon  my  bedfide,  and  refolved  that  I  would  not  go  to  fleep  till  I  had  fixed  its 
tide.     The  Rambler  feemed  the  beft  that  occurred,  and  I  took  it '. 

With  what  devout  and  confcientious  fcntiments  this  paper  was  undertaken, 
is  evidenced  by  the  following  prayer,  which  he  compofed  and  offered  up  on 
the  occafion :   •*  Almighty  God,  the  giver  of  all  good  things,  widiout  whofc 

'  I  have  heard  Dr.  Warton  mention,  that  he  was  at  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley's  with  the  late 
Mr.  Moore,  and  feveral  others  of  his  friends,  confidering  what  (hould  be  the  name  of  the  periodica] 
paper  which  Moore  had  undertaken.  Garrick  propofed  the  Sal/aJ,  which,  by  a  curious  comci« 
dence,  was  afterwards  applied  to  himfelf  by  Goldfmith  : 

'*  Our  Garrick's  a  fallad,  for  in  him  we  {ct 
**  Oil>  vinegar,  fugar,  and  faltncfs  agree!" 

At  laft  the  company  having  feparated,  without  any  thing  of  which  they  approved  having  been 
offered,  Dodfley  himfelf  thought  of  Tbe  World. 
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help  all  labour  is  incffcftual,  and  without  whofc  grace  all  wifdom  is  folly;      1750. 
grant,  I  befcech  Thee,  that  in  this  undertaking  thy  Holy  Spirit  may  not  be  '^^^~  ~^ 
with-held  from  me,  but  that  2  may  promote  thy  glory,  and  the  falvation  of 
myfelf  and  others :   grant  this,    O  Lord,    for  the  fake  of  thy  fon  Jesus 
Christ.     Amen^*' 

The  firft  paper  of  the  Rambler  was  publilhed  on  Tuefday  the  2odi  of 
March,  1750  i  and  its  authour  was  enabled  to  continue  it,  without  interrup- 
tion, every  Tuefday  and  Friday,  till  Saturday  the  17th  of  March,  1752,  or^ 
which  day  it  clofed.  This  is  a  ftrong  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  a  remark 
of  his,  which  I  have  had  occafion  to  quote  eliewhere  ^  that  "  a  man  may  write 
at  any  time,  if  he  will  fet  himfelf  doggedly  to  it  >"  for,  Aotwithftanding  his 
conftitutional  indolence,  his  depreflion  of  fpirits,  and  his  labour  in  carrying  on. 
his  Didtionary,  he  anfwered  the  ftated  calls  of  the  prels  twice  a  week  from, 
the  ftores  of  his  mind,  during  all  that  time  having  received  no  afliftancc, 
except  four  billets  in  No.  10  by  Mifs  Mulfo,  now  Mrs,  Chapone  j  No.  30,. 
by  Mrs.  Catharine  Talbot  -,  No.  97,  by  Mr.  Samuel  Richardfon,  whom 
he  defcribes  in  an  introduftory  note  as  "  An  authour  who  has  enlarged  the. 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  and- taught  the  paffions  to  move  at  the  command. 
of  virtue  ;*'  and  Numbers  44  and  100,  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter. 

Pofterity  will  be  aftonifhed  when  they  are  told,  upon  the  authority  of  Johnfon 
himfelf,  that  many  of  thefe  difcourfes,  which  we  Ihould  fuppofe  had  been 
laboured  with  all  the  flow  attention  of  literary  leifure,  were  writen  in  hafte  as 
the  moment  prefled,  without  even  being  read  over  by  him  before  they  were 
printed.  It  can  be  accounted  for  only  in  this  way ;  that  by  reading  and  medi- 
tation, and  a  very  clofe  infpeftion  of  life,  he  had  accumulated  a  great  fund  of 
mifcellaneous  knowledge,  which,  by  a  peculiar  promptitude  of  mind,  was  ever 
ready  at  his  c^U,  and  which  he  had  conftantly  accuftomed  himfelf  to  clothe 
in  the  moft  apt  and  energetick  exprelTion.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  once  afked 
him  by  what  means  he  had  attained  his  extraordinary  accuracy  and  flow  of 
language.  He  told  him,  that  he  had  early  laid  it  down  as  a  fixed  rule  to  do 
his  beft  on  every  occafion,  and  in  every  company ;  to  impart  whatever  he 
knew  in  the  moft  forcible  language  he  could  put  it  in ;  and:  that  by  conflant 
pradlice,  and  never  fufiering  any  carelefs  expreflions  to  efcape  him,  or  attempt- 
ing to  deliver  his  thoughts  without  arranging  them  in  the  cleareft  manner,  it 
became  habitual  to  him. 

Yet  he  was  not  altogether  unprepared  as  a  periodical  writer;  for  I  have  in. 
my  poflfefllon  a  fmall  duodecimo  volume,   in  which  he  has  written,  in  the 

^  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  9*  '  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  28. 
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form  of  Mr.  Locke's  Common-Place  Book^  a  variety  of  hints  for  cflays  on 
different  fubjeds.  He  has  marked  upon  the  firft  blank  leaf  of  it,  *^  To  the 
1 28th  page,  coUeftions  for  the  Rambler  i"  and  in  another  place,  «  In  fifty- 
two  there  were  feventeen  provided ;  in  97 — 21 ;  in  190—25/'  At  a  fubfe- 
,  quent  period  (probably  after  the  work  was  finilhed)  he  added,  <^in  all,  taken 
of  provided  materials,  30." 

Sir  John  Hawkins,  who  is  unlucky  upon  all  occafions,  tells  us,  that  <^  this 
0iethod  of  accumulating  intelligence  had  been  praftifed  by  Mn  Addifon,  and 
is  humouroufly  defcribed  in  one  of  the  Spectators,  wherein  he  feigns  to  have 
dropped  his  paper  of  natanduy  confifting  of  a  diverting  medley  of  broken 
fentences  and  loofe  hints,  which  he  tells  us  he  had  coUefted,  and  meant  to 
make  ufe  of.  Much  of  the  fame  kind  is  Johnfon's  Adverfaria*/'  But  the 
truth  is,  that  there  is  no  refemblance  at  all  between  them.  Addifon's  note 
was  a  fiftion,  in  which  unconnedbed  fragments  of  his  lucubrations  were  pur- 
pofely  jumbled  together,  in  as  odd  a  manner  as  he  could,  in  order  to  produce 
a  laughable  efFedt.  Whereas  Johnfon's  abbreviations  are  aU  diftinft,  and 
applicable  to  each  fubjeft  of  which  the  head  is  mentioned. 

For  inftance,  there  is  the  following  Ipecimen : 

'  *^  YotuVs  Entry,  &c. 

*^  Baxter*s  account  of  things  in  which  he  had  changed  his  mind  as  he  grew 
up.  Voluminous,— No  wonder.— If  every  man  was  to  tell,  or  mark,  on  how 
many  fubjefts  he  has  changed,  it  would  make  vols,  but  the  changes  not  always 
obferved  by  mans  felf. — ^From  pleafure  to  bus.  [^bufinefs.']  to  'quiet ;  from 
thoughtfulnefs  to  refleft.  to  piety ;  from  diffipation  to  domeftic.  by  impercept; 
gradat.  but  the  change  is  certain.  Dial  non  progrediy  progrejf.  ejfe  conjpicimus. 
Look  back,  confider  what  was  thought  at  fome  dift.  period. 

*'  Hope  predom.  in  youth.  Mind  not  willingly  indulges  unpleqfing  thoughts. 
The  world  lies  all  cnameld  before  him,  as  a  diftant  prolpedt  fun-gilt^  j— 
inequalities  only  found  by  coming  to  it.  Love  is  to  be  all  joy^^-^bUdren 
excellent^^FsLTnc  to  be  conftant— carefles  of  the  great—- applaufes  of  the 
learned— fmiles  of  Beauty. 

"  Fear  of  dtf^ace^^BajbfulneJs — ^Finds  things  of  lefs  importance.  Mifcar- 
jiages  forgot  like  excellencies  j — ^if  remembered,  of  no  import.    Danger  of 

^  Hawkins's  Life  of  Johnfon,  p.  ^68. 

7  This  mod  beautiful  iotage  of  the  enchanting  delufion  of  youthful  profpeft  has  not  been  afed 
io  any  of  Jobnfon's  cflays* 
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finking  into  negligence  of  reputation.     Left  the  fear  of  difgrace  deftroy      1750. 

**  JEtztt  41  • 

"  Confidence  in  him/elf.  Long  traft  of  life  before  him. — ^No  thought  of  fick- 

nefs.— Embarrafment  of  affairs.-— Diftra6tion   of  family.^ — ^Publick  cakmi- 

ties. — ^No  fenfe  of  the  prevalence  of  bad  habits. — ^Negligent  of  time — ^ready 

to  undertake— <:arelefs  to  purfue — all  changed  by  time. 

"  Confident  of  others — unfuipeding  as  unexperienced — ^imagining  himfelf 
fecure  againft  negledb,  never  imagines  they  will  venture  to  treat  hifn  ill.  Ready 
to  truft;  expefting  to  be  trufted.  Convinced  by  time  of  the  felfiflinefs,  the 
meannefs,  the  cowardice,  the  treachery  of  men. 

"  Youth  ambitious,  as  thinking  honours  eafy  to  be  had. 

**  Different  kinds  of  praife  purfued  at  different  periods.  Of  the  gay  in 
youth,  dang^  hurt,  &c.  defpifed. 

*«  Of  the  fancy  in  manhood.  Ambit.— ftocks — ^bargains.-— Of  the  wife  and 
fober  in  old  age — ferioufnefs — ^formality — maxims,  but  general— only  of  the 
rich,  otherwife  age  is  happy — but  at  laft  every  thing  referred  to  riches— no 
having  fame,  honour,  influence,  without  fubjeftion  to  caprice. 

«  Horace. 

*'  Hard  it  would  be  if  men  entered  life  with  the  fame  views  with  which: 
they  leave  it,  or  left  as  they  enter  it. — ^No  hope — no  undertaking-*no  regard 
to  btoevolcnce— no  fear  of  difgrace,  &c. 

'^  Youth  to  be  taught  the  piety  of  age— age  to  retain  the  honour  of 
youth." 

This,  it  will  be  obferved,  is  the  Iketch  of  No.  196  of  the  Rambler.  I 
fhall  gratify  my  readers  with  another  ipecimen : 

*"'  Confederacies  difficult ;  why. 

^'  Seldom  in  war  a  match  for  finglc  perfons— nor  in  peace ;  therefore  kings 
fnake  themlelves  abfolute.  Confederacies  in  learning— every  great  work  the 
work  of  one.  Bruy.  Scholars'  fiiendfhip  like  ladies.  Scribebamus,.  &c.  Mart. 
The  apple  of  difcord— the  laurel  of  difcord — ^the  poverty  of  criticifm.  Swift's 
opinion  of  the  power  of  fix  geniufes  united.  That  union  fcarce  poffible. 
His  remarks  juftj — man  a  focial,  not  fteady  nature.  Drawn  to  man  by  words, 
repelled  by  paffions.  Orb  drawn  by  attraftion  rep.  [repeUed}  by  cen* 
tifrugal. 

^'  Common 
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"  Common  danger  unites  by  cruihing  other  paffions — ^but  they  return. 
Equality  hinders  compliance..  Superiority  produces  infolence  and  envy.  Too 
much  regard  in  each  to  private  intereft — ^too  little. 

«  The  mifchiefs  of  private  and  exclufive  focieties—- the  fitnels  of  fbcial 
attradtion  difFufed  through  the  whole.  The  mifchiefs  of  too  partial  love  of 
our  country.     Contraftion  of  moral  duties  »  (p^Xoi  m  (p»A®». 

^'  Every  man  moves  upon  his  own  center,  and  therefore  repels  others  from 
too  near  a  contaft,  though  he  may  comply  with  fome  general  laws. 

"  Of  confederacy  with  fuperiours,  every  one  knows  the  inconvenience. 
With  equals,  no  authority  j— every  man  his  own  opinion — ^his  own  intereft. 

"  Man  and  wife  hardly  united  j— fcarce  ever  without  children.  Compu- 
tation, if  two  to  one  againft  two,  how  many  againft  five  ?  If  confederacies 
were  eafy — ^ufclefs ; — many  opprcffes  many. — ^If  polfiblc  only  to  fome,  dange- 
rous.    Primjpum  amicitiasi*' 

Here  we  fee  the  embryo  of  No.  45  of  the  Adventurer  5  and  it  is  a  con- 
firmation of  what  I  have  mentioned,  that  the  papers  in  that  coUedkion  marked 
T.  were  written  by  Johnfon. 

This  jfcanty  preparation  of  materials  will  not,  however,  much  diminilh  our 
wonder  at  the  extraordinary  fertility  of  his  mind  j  for  the  proportion  which 
they  bear  to  the  number  of  eflays  which  he  wrote,  is  very  fmall;  and  it  is 
femarkable,  that  thofe  for  which  he  had  made  no  preparation,  are  as  rich 
and  as  highly  finilhed,  as  thofe  for  which  the  hints  were  lying  by  him.  It  h 
alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  papers  formed  from  his  hints  arc  worked  up 
with  fuch  ftrength  and  elegance,  that  we  almoft  lofe  fight  of  the  hints,  which 
become  like  "  drops  in  the  bucket."  Indeed,  in  feveral  inftances,  he  has  made 
a  very  flencjer  ufe  of  them,  fo  that  many  of  thenri  remain  ftiU  unapplied  *. 

•  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  felcftcd  from  this  little  colle^on  of  materials,  what  he  calls  the 
*«  Rudiments  of  two  of  the  papers  of  the  Rambler.*^  Bjit  he  has  notf  been  able  to  read  the  manu- 
fcript  dillinftly.  Thus  he  writes,  p.  266,  "  Sailors  fate  any  manfion  j"  whereas  the  original  it 
*«  Sailor's  life  my  averfion."  He  has  alfo  trapfcribed  the  unappropriated  hints  on  Writers  for  bread, 
in  which  he  decyphers  thefe  notable  pa£[ages,  one  in  Latin,  yi/«i  »<?»  ^«r<r,  inftcad  oli  fami 
^off/tfrn^;.  Johnfon  having  in  his  mind  what  Thuanus  fays  of  the  learned  German  antiquary 
and  linguift,  Xylander,  who,  he  tells  us,  lived  in  fuch  poverty,  that  he  wbs  fuppofed  fami  non 
fam<e  fcrihere ;  and  another  in  French,  Degente  defate  et  qfame  d* argent,  inftead  of  DegOHti  de  fame, 
(an  old  word  iovfamej  et  affami  d" argent.  The  manufcript  being  )vritten  in  an  exceedingly  fmall 
■hand,  is  indeed  very  hard  to  read  \  but  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  left  blanks  than  to  write 
ponfenfe. 

As 
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As  the  Rambler  was  entirely  the  work  of  one  man,  there  was,  of  courie,  .  ns^' 
luch  an  uniformity  in  its  texture,  as  very  much  to  exclude  the  charm  of  'istat.Ax. 
variety  5  and  the  grave  and  often  folemn  caft  of  thinking,  which  diftinguifhed 
it  from  other  periodical  papers,  made  it,  for  fome  time,  not  generally  liked. 
So  flowly  did  this  excellent  work,  of  which  twelve  editions  have  now  iffued 
from  the  prefe,  gain  upon  the  world  at  large,  that  even  in  the  clofing  number 
the  authour  fays,  "  I  have  never  been  much  a  favourite  of  the  pubHck." 

Yet,  very  foon  after  its  commencement,  there  were  who  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged its  uncommon  excellence.  Verfes  in  its  praife  appeared  in  the  newf- 
papers ;  and  the  editor  of  the  Gentleman^s  Magazine  mentions,  in  Oftober, 
his  having  received  feveral  letters  to  the  fame  purpofc  from  the  learned. 
**  The  Student,  or  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Mifcellany,*'  in  which  Mr.  Bonnell 
Thornton  and  Mr.  Colman  were  the  principal  writers,  defcribes  it  as  "  a 
work  that  exceeds  any  thing  of  the  kind  ever  publiflied  in  this  kingdom,  fome 
of  the  Spedtators  excepted, — if  indeed  they  may  be  excepted."  And  after- 
wards, "  May  the  publick  favours  crown  his  merits,  and  may  not  theEnglifh, 
tihder  the  aulpicious  reign  of  George  the  Second,  negledt  a  man,  who,  had 
he  lived  in  the  firft  century,  would  have  been  one  of  the  greateil  favourites 
of  Augustus."  This  flattery  of  the  monarch  had  no  effe6t  It  is  too  well 
known,  that  the  fecond  George  never  was  an  Auguftus  to  learning  or  genius* 

Johnfon  tokl  me,  jvith  an  amiable  fondnefs,  a  little  pleafing  circumftancc 
relative  to  this  work.  Mr*.  Johnfon,  in  whofe  judgement  and  "tafte  he  had 
great  confidence,  faid  to  him,  after  a  few  numbers  of  the  Rambler  had  come 
out,  "  I  thought  very  well  of  you  before  i  but  I  did  not  imagine  yoi* 
could  have  written  any  thing  equal  to  this."  Diftant  praife,  from  whatever 
quarter,  is  not  fo  delightful  as  that  of  a  wife  whom  a  man  loves  and  efteems. 
Her  approbation  may  be  faid  to  "  come  home  to  his  bojom-^*  and  being  {(^ 
jiear,  its  effcd:  is  moft  fenfible  and  permanent. 

Mr.  James  Elphinfton,  who  has  fince  publiflied  various  works,  and  who 
was  ever  efteemed  by  Johnfon  as  a  worthy  man,  happened  to  be  in  Scotland 
while  the  Rambler  was  coming  out  in  Angle  papers  at  London.  With  a 
laudable  zeal  at  once  for  the  improvement  of  his  countrymen  and  the  repu- 
tation of  his  friend,  he  fuggefl:ed  and  took  the  charge  of  an  edition  of  thofe 
EflTays  at  Edinburgh,  which  followed  progrefllvely  the  London  publication'. 

The 

9  It  was  executed  in  the  printing-office  of  Sands,  Murray,  and  Cochran,  widi  uncommon 
elegance,  upon  writing  paper^  of  a  duodecimo  ilze,  and  with  the  greatefl  corref^efs;  and  Mr« 

Q^  Elphinfton 
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1750--         The  following  letter  written  at  this  time,  though  not  dated,  will  fhowHow^ 
!Sut.  41'  ^"^^  pleafed  Johnfon  was  with  this  publication,  and  what  kindnefs  and  regard; 
he  had  for  Mr.  Elphinfton.. 

2a  Mr.  James  Blpwinston. 

«  Pear  Sir,  [Nollafe.:] 

"  I  CANNOT  but  confefs  the  failures  of  mjrcorrelpondence,  but  hope 
the  fame  regard  which  you  exprefs  for  me  on  every  other  occafion,  will  incline 
you  to  forgive  me.  I  am  often,  very  often,  ill  5  and,  when  I  am  well,  am' 
obliged  to  work :  and,  indeed,  havfe  never  much  ufed  myfelf  to  punftuality. 
You  are,  however,  not  to  make  unkind  inferences,  when- 1  forbear  to  reply- 
to  your  kindnefs  j  for  be  allured,  I  never  receive  a  letter  from  you  without 
great  pleafure,  and  a  very  warm  fenfe  of  your  generofity  and  friendfhip,  which 
I  heartily  blame  myfelf  for  not  cultivating  with  more  care.  In  this,  as  in 
many  other  cafes,  I  go  wrong,  in  oppofition  to  conviftion  j  for  I  think  fcarce 
any  temporal  good  equally  to  be  defied  with  the  regard  and  familiarity  of 
worthy  men.  I  hope  we  fhall  be  fome  time  nearer  to  each  other,  and  have  a 
more  ready  way  of  pouring  out  our  hearts,. 

"  I  am  glad  that  you  ftill  find  encouragement  to  proceed  in  your  publi- 
cation, and  fhall  beg  the  favour  of  fix  more  volumes  to  add  to  my  former  fixj 
when  you  can^  with  any  convenience,  fend  them  me.  Pleafe  to  prcfent  a  fet, 
in  my  name,  to  Mr.  Ruddiman'y  of  whom,  I  hear,  that  his  learning  is  not 
his  higheft  excellence.  I  have  tranfcribed  the  mottos,  and  returned  them,  I 
hope  not  too  late,  of  which  I  think  many  very  happily  performed.  Mr.  Cave 
has  put  the  laft  in  the  magazine,  in  which  I  think  he  did  well.  I  beg  of  you 
to  write  foon,  and  to  write  often,  and'  to  write  long  letters,  which  I  hope  in 
time  to  repay  you ;  but  you  muft  be  a  patient  creditor.  I  tlave,  however; 
this  of  gratitude,  that  I  think  of  you  with  regard,  when  I  do  not,  perhaps, 
give  the  proofs  which  I  ought,  of  being,  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obliged  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson.?'' 

Elphinfton  enriched  it  with  tranflations  of  the  mottos*  When  completed «.  it  made  eight  handfbme 
volumes.  It  is^  anqueftionably,  the  moft  accurate  and  beautiful  edition  of  this  work  ;. and  theic 
being  but  a  fmall  impreflion,  it  is  now  become  fcarce,  and  fells  at  a  vefy  high  price. 

'  Mr.  Thomas  Ruddiman,  the  learned  grammarian  of  Scotland,  well  known  for  his  various 
excellent  works,  and  for  his  accurate  editions,  of  feveral  authours*  He  was  alfo  a:  man  of  a  moft 
worthy  private  charadler..  His  zeal  for  the  Royal  Houfe  of  Stuart,  did  not  render  him  lefs  eftimable 
in  Dr.  Johnfon 's  eye. 

Some 
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Soon  after  this  he  wrote  to  thfe  fame  gentleman  another  letter,  upon  a 
mournful  occafion* 

To  Mr.  James  Elphinston. 

^'  Dear  Sir,  September  2 j,  1 7 jo. 

"YOU  have,  as  I  find  by  every  kind  of  evidence,  loft:  an  excellent 
mother ;  and  I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  incapable  of  partaking  of  your 
grief.  I  have  a  mother,  now  eighty-two  .years  of  age,  whom,  therefore,  I 
mufl:  foon  lofc,  unlefs  it  pleafe  God  that  fhe  rather  ftiould  mourn  for  me.  I 
read  the'leters  in  which  you  relate  your  mother's  death  to  Mrs.  Strahan,  and 
think  I  do  myfelf  honour,  when  I  tell  you  that  I  read  them  with  tears  j  but 
tears  are  neither  to  you  nor  to  me  of  any  further  ufe,  when  once  the  tribute 
of  nature  has  been  paid.  The  bufinefs  of  life  fummons  us  away  from  ufelcls 
grief,  and  calls  us  to  the  exercife  of  thofe  virtues  of  which  we  are  lamenting 
our  deprivation.  The  greatefl:  benefit  which  one  friend  can  confer  upon 
another,  is  to  guard,  and  excite,  and  elevate  his  virtues.  This  your  mother 
will  ftill  perform,  if  you  diligently  preferve  the  memory  of  her  life,  and  of 
her  death :  a  life,  fb  far  as  I  can  learn,  ufefuj,  wife,  and  innocent;  and  a  death 
refigned,  peaceful,  and  holy.  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention,  that  neither  reafon 
nor  revelation  denies  you  to  hope,  that  you  may  increafe  her  happinefs  by  obey- 
ing her  precepts ;  and  that  fhe  may  in  her  prefentflate  look  with  pleafure  upon 
every  aft  of  virtue  to  which  her  inftruftions  or  example  have  contributed. 
Whether  this  be  more  than  a  pleafuig  dream,  or  a  jufl  opinion  of  feparate  fpirits, 
is,  indeed,  of  no  great  importance  to  us,  when  we  confider  ourfelves  as  afting 
under  the  eye  of  God  :  yet,  furely,  there  is  fomething  pleafing  in  the  belief 
that  our  feparation  fi-om  thofe  whom  we  love  is  merely  corporeal ;  and  it  may 
be  a  great  incitement  to  virtuous  fricndlhip,  if  it  can  be  made  probable,  that 
that  union  that  has  received  the  divine  approbation  fhall  continue  to  eternity, 

*'  There  is  one  expedient  by  which  you  may,  in  fome  degree,  continue  her 
prefence.  If  you  write  down  minutely  what  you  remember  of  her  from  your 
eariiefl  years,  you  will  read  it  with  great  pleafure,  and  receive  from  it 
many  hints  of  foothing  reoUeftion,  when  time  fhall  remove  her  yet  farther 
from  you,  and  your  grief  fhall  be  matured  to  veneration.  To  this,  however 
psdnfol  for  the  prefent,  I  cannot  but  advife  you,  as  to  a  fource  of  comfort  and 
fatisfaftion  in  the  time  to  come ;  for  all  comfort  and  all  fatisfadtion  is  fmcerelv 
ffifhcd  you  by,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  mofl  obliged,  mofl  obedient, 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.'  Johnsok. 
Qlji  The 
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The  Rambler  has  increafed  in  fame  as  in  age.  Soon  after  its  firft  jfbluy 
edition  was  concluded,  it  was  publiflied  in  four  oftavo  volumes  j  and  its 
authour  lived  to  fee  ten  numerous  editions  of  it  in  London,  befide  thofc  of 
Ireland  and  Scodand. 

I  profefs  myfelf  to  have  ^ver  entertJ^ined  a  profound  veneration  for  the 
aftonifhing  force  and  vivacity  of  mind,  which  the  Rambler  exhibits.  That 
Johnfon  had  penetration  enough  to  fee,  and  feeing  would  not  dilguife  the 
general  mifcry  of  man  in  this  ftate  of  being,  may  have  given  rife  to  the  fuper- 
ficial  notion  of  his  being  too  ftern  a  philofopher.  But  men  of  refleftion  will  be 
fenfible  that  he  has  given  a  true  reprefentation  of  human  exiftence,  and  that  he 
has,  at  the  fame  time,  with  a  generous  benevolence,  difplayed  every  confolation 
which  our  ftate  affords  us ;  not  only  thofe  arifing  from  the  hopes  of  futurity^^ 
but  fuch  as  may  be  attained  in  the  immediate  progrefs  through  lifei.  He  has 
not  depreiSed  the  foul  to  delpondency  and  indifference.  He  has  every  where 
inculcated  fhidy,  labour,  and  exertion.  Nay,  he  has  fhewn,  in  a  very  odious^ 
light,  a  man  whofe  praftice  is  to  go  about  darkening  the  views  of  others,  by 
perpetual  complaints  of  evil,  and  awakening  thofe  confiderations  of  danger 
and  diftrefs,  which  are,  for  the  moft  part„  lulled  into  a  quiet  oblivibn.  This 
he  has  done  very  fbongly  in  his  charafter  of  Suipirius  %  from  which  Goldfmidv 
took  that  of  Croaker,  in  his  comedy  of  **  The  Good-natured  Man,"  a& 
Johnfon  told  me  he  acknowledged  to  him,  and  which  is>  indeed,  very 
obvious. 
*  To  point  out  the  numerous  fubjefts  which  the  Rambler  treats  with  a  dig- 
nity and  perfpicuity  which  are  there  united  in  a  mariner  which  we  Ihall  in  vain 
look  for  any  where  clfe,  would  take  up  too  large  a  portbn  of  my  book,  and 
would,  1  truft,  be  fuperfluous,  confidering  how  univerfally  thofe  volumes  are 
now  diffcminated.  Even  the  moft  condenfed  and  brilliant  fentences  which 
they  contain,  and  which  hav«,  very  properly  been  felefted  under  the  name 
of  «' Beauties  V'  are  of  confiderable  bulk.  But  I  may  Ihortly  obferve, 
that  the  Rambler  furnilhes  fuch  an  affemblage  of  difcourfes  on  praftical 
religion  and  moral  duty,  of  critical  inveftigations>  and  allegorical  and  oriental 

*  No.  ss- 

3  Dr.  Johnfon  was  gratified  bj  feeing  thiSs  fckftion,  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Kearfley,  bookfclicr  in 
Fleet  ftreet>  the  following  note  : 

"  Mr.  Johnfon  fends  compliments  to  Mr.  Kearljpy,  and  begs  the  favour  of  feeing  him  as  foon- 
as  he  can.    Mr.  Kearfley  is  defircd  to  bring  with  him  the  laft  edition  of  what  he  has  honoured 
with  the  name  of  Beauties." 
•*  May  20,  i^8»/' 

tales. 
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ftiles,  that  no  mind  can  be  thought  very  deficient  that  has,  by  conftant  Ihidy  and  1 7S°* 
meditation,  aflimilated  to  itfelf  all  that  may  be  found  there.  No,  7,  written  ]j|3f7^ 
in  Paffion-week  on  abftraftion  and  felf-examination,  and  No. no,  on  peni- 
tence and  the  placability  of  the  Divine  Nature,  cannot  be  too  often  read. 
No.  54,  on  the  efiedt  which  the  death  of  a  friend  fhould  have  upon  us,  though 
jFather  too  difpiriting,  may  be  occafionally  very  medicinal  to  the  mind.  Every 
one  muft  fuppofe  the  writer  to  have  been  deeply  imprefled  by  a  real  fcene ;  but  he  - 
told  me  that  was  not  the  cafe,  which  fhews  how  well  his  fancy  could  condudb 
him  to  the  houfe  of  mourning.  Some  of  thefe  more  folemn  papers,  I  doubt 
not,  particularly  attrafted  the  notice  of  Dr.  Young,  the  authour  of  "  The  Night 
Thoughts,*'  of  whom  my  eftimation  is  fucb,  as  to  reckon  his  applaute 
an  honour  even  to  Johnfon.  I  have  feen  fome  volumes  of  Dr.  Young^s  copy 
of  the  Rambler,  in  which  he  has  marked  the  paffages  which  he  thought 
particularly  excellent^  by  folding  down  a  corner  of  the  page  >  and  fuch  as  he 
rated  in  a  fuper-eminent  degree,  are  marked  by  double  folds.  I  am  forry  that 
feme  of  the  volumes  arc  loft.  Johnfon  was  pleafed  when  told  of  the  minute 
attention  with  which  Young  had  fignified  his  approbation  of  his  Eflays. 

I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  in  no  writings  whatever  can  be  found  more  l^ark 
and  ft  eel  for  the  mind,  if  I  may  ufe  the  cxpreflioni  more  that  can  brace  and 
invigorate  every  manly  and  noble  fentimcnt.  No.  32  on  patience,  even 
under  extreme  mifery,  is  wonderfully  lofty,  and  as  much  above  the  rant  of 
ftoicifm,  as  the  Sun  of  Revelation  is  brighter  than  the  twilight  .of  Pagan  phi- 
lofophy.  I  never  read  the  following  fentence  without  feeling  my  frame  thrill : 
«  I  think  there  is  fome  reafon  for  queftioning  whether  the  body  and  mind 
are  not  fo  proportioned,  that  the  one  can  bear  all  which  can  be  inflifted  on 
the  other  J  whether  virtue  cannot  ftand  its  ground  as  long  as  life,  an4  whether 
a  foul  well  principled  will  not  be  fooner  feparated  than  fubdued." 

Though  inftrudtion  be  the  predominant  purpofe  of  the  Rambler,  yet  it  is 
enlivened  with  a  confiderable  portion  of  amufement.  Nothing  can  be  more 
erroneous  than  the  notion  which  fome  perfons  have  entertained,  that  Johnfon 
was  then  a  retired  authour,  ignorant  of  the  world ;  and,  of  confequence,  that 
he  wrote  only  from  his  iniagination  when  he  defcribed  charafters  and  manners. 
He  faid  to  me,  that  before  he  wrote  that  work,  he  had  been  **  running  about 
the  world,"  as  he  exprefled  it,  more  than  almoft  any  body ;  and  I  have  heard 
him  relate,  with  mUch  fatisfaftion,  that  feveral  of  the  characters  in  the 
Rambler  were  drawn  fo  naturally,  that  when  it  firft  circulated  in  numbers,  a 
club  in  one  of  the  towns  in  Effex  imagined  themfelves  to  be  feverally  exhihited 
in  it,  and  were  much  incenfed  againft  a  perfon  who,  they  fiifpefted,  had  thus 
4  made 
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*7S0'  made  them  objefts  of  publick  notice;  nor  were  they  quieted  till  authentick 
jE^i^i.  affurance  was  given  them,  that  the  Rambler  was  written  by  a  perfon  who  had 
never  heard  of  any  one  of  them.  Some  of  the  characters  are  believed  to  have 
been  adhially  drawn  from  the  life,  particularly  that  of  Prolpero  from  Garrick, 
who  never  entirely  forgave  its  pointed  fatire.  For  inftances  of  fertility  of 
fancy,  and  accurate  defcription  of  real  life,  I  appeal  to  No.  19,  a  man  who 
wanders  from  one  profeflton  to  another,  with  moft  plaufible  reafons  for  every 
change.  No.  34,  female  faftidioufnefs  and  timorous  refinement.  No.  82,  a 
Virtuofo  who  has  coUefted  curiofities.  No.  88,  petty  modes  of  entertaining  a 
company,  and  conciliating  kindnefs.  No.  182,  fortune-hunting.  No.  1 94 — x  95, 
a  tutor's  account  of  the  follies  of  his  pupil.  No.  197—198,  legacy-hunting. 
He  has  given  a  Ipecimen  of  his  nice  obfervation  of  the  mere  external  appear- 
ances of  life,  in  this  paflage  in  No.  179,  againft  afFeftation,  that  frequent  and 
moft  difgufting  quality :  *^  He  that  ftands  to  contemplate  the  crouds  that  fill 
the  ftreets  of  a  populous  city,  will  fee  many  paflengers  \^hofe  air  and  motion 
it  will  be  difficult  to  behold  without  contempt  and  laughter  j  but  if  he  examine 
what  are  the  appearances  that  thus  powerfully  excite  his  rifibility,  he  will  find 
among  them  neither  poverty  nor  difeafe,  nor  any  involuntary  or  painful  defeft. 
The  difpofition  to  derilion  and  infult,  is  awakened  by  the  foftnefs  of  foppery, 
the  fweU  of  infolence,  the  livelinefs  of  levity,  or  the  folemnity  of  grandeur; 
Jby  the  Iprighdy  trip,  the  ftately  ftalk,  the  formal  ftrut,  and  the  lofty  mien ; 
by  geftures  intended  to  catch  the  eye,  and  by  looks  elaborately  formed  as 
icvidences  of  importance." 

Every  page  of  the  Rambler  fhews  a  mind  teeming  with  claflical  allufion 
and  poetical  imagery :  illuflrations  from  other  writers  are,  upon  all  occafions, 
fo  ready,  and  mingle  fo  cafily  in  his  periods,  that  the  whole  appears  of  one 
uniform  vivid  texture. 

^  The  flylc  of  this  work  has  been  cenfured  by  fome  fhallow  cjriticks  as 
Involved  and  turgid,  and  abounding  with  antiquated  and  hard  words.  So  ill 
founded  is  the  firft  part  of  this  objeftion,  that  I  will  challenge  all  who  may 
honour  this  book  with  a  perufal,  to  poinf  out  any  Englilh  writer  whofe  lan- 
^age  conveys  his  meaning  with  equal  force  and  perlpicuity.  It  muft,  in- 
deed, be  allowed,  that  the  fbnfture  of  his  fentences  is  expanded,  and 
x>ften  has  fomewhat  of  the  inverfion  of  Latin;  and  that  he  delighted  to  ex- 
prefs  familiar  thoughts  in  philofophical  language ;  being  in  tliis  the  reverfe  of 
Socrates,  who,  it  was  faid,  reduced  philofophy  to  the  fimplicity  of  commoA 
life.  But  let  us  attend  to  what  he  himfelf  lays  in  his  concludijig  paper : 
,V  When  common  words  were  lefe  pleafing  to  the  ear,  or  lefs  diflinft  in  dicir 

fignification^ 
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fignification,  I  have  familiarifed  the  terms  of  philofophy,  by  applying  them  to  '75^- 
popular  ideas*/'  And,  as  to  the  lecond  part  of  this  objection,  upon  a  kte  jgmt.  41. 
careful  revifion  of  the  work,  I  can  with  confidence  fay,  that  it  is  amazing 
how  few  of  thofe  words,  for  which  it  has  been  unjuftly  charafterifed,  are 
aftually  to  be  found  in  it  j  I  am  fure,  not  the  proportion  of  one  to  each 
paper.  This  idle  charge  has  been  echoed  from  one  babbler  to  another,  who 
have  confounded  Johnfon's  Eflays  with  Johnfon*s  Diftionary ;  and  becaufe 
he  thought  it  right  in  a  Lexicon  of  our  language  to  colleft  many  words 
which  had  fallen  into  difufe,  but  were  fupported  by  great  authorities,  it 
has  been  imagined  that  all  of  thefe  have  been  interwoven  into  his  own 
compofitions.  That  fome  of  them  have  been  adopted  by  him  unneceffarily, 
may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  -,  but,  in  general  they  are  cvidendy  an  advantage, 
for  without  them  his  ftately  ideas  would  be  confined  and  cramped.  "  He  that 
thinks  with  more  extent  than  another,  will  want  words  of  larger  meaning  ^'^ 
He  once  told  me,  that  he  had  formed  his  flyle  upon  that  of  Sir  William 
Temple,  and  upon  Chambers's  Propofal  for  his  Diftionary.  He  certainly  was 
miftaken ;  or  if  he  imagined  at  firft  that  he  was  imitating  Temple,  he  was 
very  unfuccefsful  5  for  nothing  can  be  more  unlike  than  the  fimplicity  of 
Temple,  and  the  richnefs  of  Johnfon.  Their  ftyles  differ  as  plain  cloth  and 
brocade.  Temple,  indeedj,  feems  equally  erroneous  in  fuppofing  that  he 
himfelf  had  formed  his  ftyle  upon  Sandys's  Hiftory  of  all  Religions. 

The  flyle  of  Johnfon  was,  undoubtedly,  much  formed  upon  that  of  the 
great  writers  in  the  laft  century.  Hooker,  Bacon,  Sanderfon,  Hakewell, 
and  others  j  thofe  "  Giants,"  as  they  were  well  charafterifed  by  one  whofe 
authority,  were  I  to  name  him,  would  ftamp  a  reverence  on  the  opinion. 

We  may,  with  the  utmoft  propriety,  apply  to  his  learned  flyle  that  paffage 
of  Horace,;  a  part  of  which  he  has  t^en  as  the  motto  to  his  Diftionary : 

^^  Cum  taiutis  animum  cenforts  Jumet  honefti : 
'^  Audebit  qmecutnque  partm  Jpkndoris  bahebunt 
"  Et  fine  pondere  eruntj  et  bonoreindignaferentur^ 
*^  Verba  movere  locoy  quamvis  inviia  recedanty 
*^  Et  verfentur  adbuc  intra  penetralia  Vefta. 
'^  Ob/cur  at  a  diu  populo  bonus  eruet^  atque 
«  Proferet  in  lucemjpecioja  vocabula  rerum, 

«  Yet  his  flyle  did  not  efcape  the  harmlcfs  ihafts  of  pleafant  humour ;  for  the  ingenious  Bonnell* 
Thornton  publifhed  a  mock  Rambkr  in  the  Drury-lane  Journal. 
*  Idler,  No.  70. 
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*^  ^a  prifcis  memorata  Catonibus  atqtie  Cetbegis^ 
*'  Nunc  fttus  informis  premit  et  defer t a  vetuftas : 
"  Adfcifcet  novay  qu^e  genitor  produxerit  ufus : 
*^  Vebemensy  et  UquiduSj  puroque  Jtmillimus  amni^ 
''  Fundet  Qpes  Latiumque  beabit  divite  lingua^.'* 

To  fo  great  a  mailer  erf"  thinking,  to  one  of  fuch  vaft  and  various  know- 
ledge as  Johnfon,  might  have  been  allowed  a  liberal  indulgence  of  that  licence 
which  Horace  claims  in  another  place : 


►  Si  forte  neceffe  eft 


'^  Indiciis  monftrare  recentibus  abdita  rerum^ 
^'  Fingere  dnSlutis  non  exaudita  Cetbegis 
^^  Contingety  dabiturque  licentiajumpta  pudenter : 
^*  Et  novafiSaque  nuper  babebunt  verba  fidemfi 
*^  Graco  fonte  4:adanty  parce  detorta.     ^id  autem 
*'  Cacilio  Plautcque  dabit  RomanuSy  ademptum 

Virgilio  Varioque  ?     Ego  cury  acquirere  pauca 

Sipojfumy  invideor;  cum  lingua  Catonis  et  Enni 

Sermonem  patrium  ditaverity  et  nova  rerum 
*'  Nomina  protulerit  ?     Licuit  femperque  liceiit 
*^  Signatum  prajente  notd  producere  nomen  ^" 

Yet  Johnfon  afliired  me,  that  he  had  not  taken  upon  him  to  add  more  than 
four  or  five  words  to  the  Englifli  language,  of  his  own  formation;  and  he  was 
very  much  offended  at  the  general  licence  by  no  means  "  modeftly  taken"  in 
his  time^  not  only  to  coin  new  words,  but  to  ufe  many  words  in  fenfes 
quite  different  from  their  jcftablifhed  meaning,  and  thofe  frequently  very 
fantaftical. 

Sir  Thomas  Brown,  whofe  life  Johnfon  wrote,  was  remarkably  fond  of 
Anglo-Latian  diftion  j  and  to  his  example  we  arc  to  afcribe  Johnfon's  fome- 
ximes  indulging  himfelf  in  this  kind  of  phrafeology*.  Johnfon's  comprehenfioa 

^  Horat.  EpiO.  Lib.  H.  EpilL  ii.  »  Horat.  De  Arte  Poeticil. 

»  The  obfcrvation  of  his  having  imitated  Sir  Thomas  grown  has  been  made  by  many  people; 
and  lately  it  has  been  infifted  on  and  illuftratcd  by  a  variety  of  quotations  from  Brown  in  <mc 
^f  the  popular  Ei&ys  written  by  the'  Reverend  Mt.  Knox,  mafter  of  Tunbridge  fchool,  whom 
I  have  fet  down  in  my  lift  of  thofe  irho  have  fometimcs  not  unfoccefsfully  imitated  Dr.  Johnfon'i 
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of  mind  was  the  mould  for  his  langu^e.  Had  his  concepdons  been  nar-  ^TS<^ 
rower,  his  expreffion  would  have  been  eafier.  His  fcntences  have  a  dignified  IS^Jf]^ 
march ;  and,  it  is  certain,  that  his  eacample  has  given  a  general  elevation  to 
the  language  of  his  country,  for  many  of  our  beft  writers  have  approached 
very  near  to  him ;  and,  from  the  influence  which  he  has  had  upon  our  compo* 
fition,  fcarcely  any  thing  is  written  now  that  is  not  better  ezprefled  than  was 
yfiial  before  he  appeared  to  lead  the  national  tafte. 

This  circumftance,  the  truth  of  which  muft  ftrike  every  critical  reader,  has 
been  fo  happily  enforced  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  in  his  "  Moral  and  Literary 
Charadter  of  Dr.  Johnfon,"  that  I  cannot  prevail  on  myfelf  to  withhold  it, 
notwithftanding  his,  perhaps,  too  great  partiality  for  one  of  his  friends : 

'*  By  Nature's  gifts  ordain*d  mankind  to  rule, 

<*  He,  like  a  Titian,  formed  his  brilliant  fchool  i 

*^  And  taught  congenial  fpirits  to  excel, 

'«  While  from  his  lips  imprcflive  wildom  fell. 

^  Our  boailed  Goldsmith  felt  the  (bvereign  fway^ 

*'  From  him  derived  the  fweet,  yet  nervous  lay. 

"  To  Fame's  proud  cliff  he  bade  our  Raphael  rife ; 

^*  Hence  Reynolds'  pen  with  Reykolds*  pencil  vies, 

'*  With  Johnfon's  flame  melodious  Burney  glows, 

*^  While  the  grand  ftrain  in  fmoother  cadence  flows* 

"  And  you,  Malone,  to  critick  learning  dear, 

«*  Correft  and  elegant,  refin'd,  though  clear, 

^  By  ihidying  him,  acquired  that  clafllck  tafle, 

<'  Which  high  in  Shaklpeare's  fane  thy  ftatue  plac'd. 

**  Near  Johnfon  Steevens  (lands,  on  fcenick  ground, 

"  Acute,  laborious,  fertile,  and  profound. 

"  Ingenious  Hawkesworth  to  this  fchool  we  owe, 

*'  And  icarce  the  pupil  from  the  tutor  know. 

**  Here  early  parts  accomplifh'd  Jones  fublimes, 

*«  And  fcience  blends  with  Afia's  lofty  rhymes : 

**  Harmonious  Jones  !  who  in  his  fplendid  flrains 

**  Sings  Camdeo's  (ports,  on  Agra's  flowery  plains ; 

*«  In  Hindu  fiftions  while  we  fondly  trace 

"  Love  and  the  Mufes,  deck'd  with  Attick  grace. 

R  ''  Amid 
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*^  Amid  thefe  names  can  Boswsll  be  forgot^ 

«  Scarce  by  North  Britons  now  efteem'd  a  Scot^  ? 

**  Who  to  the  lagc  devoted  from  his  youth, 

•^  Imbib'd  from  him  tbe  Ikcrcd  love  of  truth  ; 

**  The  keen  relcarch,  the  escercife  of  mind, 

*'  And  that  bell  art,  the  art  to  know  mankind.*— 

<«  Nor  was  his  energy  confined  alone 

^^  To  friends  around  his  philoibphick  throne  > 

•«  Its  influence  wide  imprw^d  but  lettered  ifle^ 

**  And  lucid  vigour  marked  (he  general  fly le : 

«*  As  Nile's  proud  waves,  fwoPn  from  their  oozy  bed,, 

^^  Firft  o'er  the  neighbouring  meads  majeftick  fpread  ^ 

"  Till  gathering  force,  they  more  and  more  expand, 

^  And  with  new  virtue  feltilife^the  land." 

Johnfbn's  language,  however,  muft  be  allowed  to  be  too  malculine  for  Ac 
delicate  gendenefs  of  female  writing.  His  .l^es,.  therefore,  feem  ftrangely 
formal,  even  to  ridicule  j  and  feem,  well  denominated  by  the  names  which  he 
has -given  them,  .as,  Mifella,  Zozima,:Properanda,  Rhodocha. 

It  has  of  late  been  the  falbion.  to  compare  the  flyle  of  Addifon  and  Johnfon^ 
and  to  depreciate,  I  think  very  unjuftly,  the  ftyle  of  Addifon  as  nervelefs  and 
feeble,  becaufe  it  has  not  the  ftrength  and  energy  of  that  pf  Johnfon.  Their 
profe  may  be  balanced  like  the  poetry  of  Dryden  and  Pope.  Both  are 
excellent,  though  in  different  ways.  Addifon  writes  with  the  eafe  of  a  gen- 
tleman. His  readers  fancy  that  a  wife  and  accompliftied  companion  is  talking 
to  them,  fo  that  he  infmuates  his  fcndments  and  tafte  into  their  minds  by  an 
imperceptible  influence.  Johnfon  writes  like  a  teacher.  He  dictates  to  hi& 
readers  as  if  from  an  academical  chair.  They  attend  with  awe  and  admi- 
radon  i    and  his  precepts  are   impreffed  upon  them  by  his  commanding 

^  The  following  obfervation  in  Mr.  Bofwell's  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Uehrides  may  fuffi- 
ciently  account  for  that  gentleman's  bemg  •*  now  fcarcdy  efteem'd  a  Scot"  by  many  of  his 
countrymen  :  <'  If  he  [Dc.  Johnfon]  was  pasticolarly  picjudked  agsonft  the  Scots,  xr  was  becaufe 
they  were  more  in  his  way ;  becaufe  he  thought  their  fuccefs  i«  Eng^d^rather  exceeded  the  due 
proportion  of  their  real  merit ;  and  bccade  he  could  not  but  fee  in.  thear  that  nationality  which, 
1  believe,  no  liberal-minded  Scotchman  will  deny."  Mr.  Bofwell,  indeed,  is  fo  free  from  national 
prejudices,  that  he  might  witli  equal  propriety  have  been  defcribcd  as— ^ 
•«  Scarce  by  Stivth  Britons  nOw  efteem'd  a  Scot/* 

COVRTENAT. 

eloquence. 
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eloquence,  Addifon's  ftylc,  like  a  light  wine,  pleafcs  every  body  from  the  '75^* 
firft.  Johnfon's,  like  a  liquor  of  more  body,  feems  too  ftrong  at  firft,  but,  by  ^^[^[JfTiu 
degrees,  is  highly  relilhcdi  and  fuch  is  the  melody  of  his  periods,  fo  much  do 
they  captivate  the  ear,  and  feize  upon  the  attention,  that  there  is  fcarcely  any 
writer,  however  inconfiderable,  who  does  not  aim,  in  fome  degree,  at  the  fame 
ipecies  of  excellence.  But  let  us  not  ungratefully  undervalue  that  beautiful 
liyle,  which  has  pleafmgly  conveyed  to  us  much  inftruftion  and  entertainment. 
Though  comparatively  weak,  when  oppofed  to  Johnfon's  Herculean  vigour, 
let  us  not  call  it  pofitively  feeble.  Let  us  remember  the  charafter  of  his 
ftyle,  as  given  by  Jbhnfon  himfelf :  «^  What  he  attempted,  he  performed;  he 
is  never  feeble^  and  he  did  not  wifh  to  be  energetick ;  he  is  never  rapid,  and 
he  never  ftagnates.  His  fentences  have  neither  ftudied  amplitude,  nor  afFefted 
brevity:  his  periods,  though 'not  diligendy  rounded,  are  voluble  and  eafy. 
Whoever  wiflies  to  attain  an  Englifli  flyle,  familiar  but  not  coarfe,  and  elegant 
but  not  oftentatious,  muft  give  his  days  and  nights  to  the  volumes  of 
AddifonV 

Though  the  Rambler  was  not  concluded  tiU  the  year  1752,  I  fhall,  under 
this  year,  fay  all  that  I  have  to  obferve  upon  it.  Some  of  the  tranflations  of 
the  mottos  by  himfelf,  are  admirably  done.  He  acknowledges  to  have 
received  "  elegant  tranflations"  of  many  of  them  from  Mr.  James  Elphinfl:on; 
and  fome 'are  very  happily  tranflated  by  a  Mr.  F.  Lewis ^  of  whom  I  never 
heard  more,  except  that  Johnfon  thus  defcribed  him  to  Mr.  Malone :  «  Sir, 
he  lived  in  London,  and  hung  loofe  upon  fociety."  The  concluding  paper 
of  his  Rambler  is  at  once  dignified  and  pathetick,  I  cannot,  however,  but 
wifli,  that  he  had  not  ended  it  widi  an  unneceflTary  Greek  verfe,  tranflated 
alfb  into  an  Englifli  couplet.  It  is  too  much  like  the  conceit  of  thofetirama- 
tick  poets^  who  ufcd  to  conclude  each  aft  with  a  rhyme ;  and  the  expreflion  in 
the  firft  line  of  his  couplet,  "  Celefiial  powers ^^  though  proper  in  Pagan  poetry, 
is  iU  fuited  to  Chriflianity,  with  a  conformity  to  which  he  confoles  himfelC 
'How  much  better  would  it  have  been,  to  have  ended  with  the  profe  fentence, 
^'  I  fliall  never  envy  the  honours  which  wit  and  lea?  ning  obtain  in  any  other 
caufe,  if  I  can  be  numbered  among  the  writers  who  have  given  ardour  tq 
virtue,  and  confidence  to  truth." 

His  friend  Dr.  Birch  being  now  engaged  in  preparing  an  edition  of  Raleigh's 
;fmaller  pieces.  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  the  following  letter  to  that  gentleman : 

■  I  Ihall  probably,  in  anQther  work,  maintain  the  merit  of  Addifon's  poctiy,  which  has  beca 
Tcry  unjuftly  depreciated. 

R  2  5a 
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To  Dr.  Birch. 
M  Sir,  Gough.fquaie,  May  12,  fj^o. 

**  KNOWING  that  you  are  now  preparing  to  favour  the  publick 
with  a  new  edition  of  Raleigh's  mifcellaneous  pieces,  1  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  fend  you  a  Manufcript,  which  fell  by  chance  within  my  notice.  I  perceive 
no  proofs  of  forgery  in  my  examination  of  itj  and  the  owner  tells  me,  that^ 
as  be  has  heard,  the  hand- writing  is  Sir  Walter's.  If  you  fliould  find  reafon 
to  conclude  it  genuine,  it  will  be  a  kindnefs  to  the  owner,  a  blind  perfon*,  to 
recommend  it  to  the  bookfellers.     I  am.  Sir, 

^  Your  moft  humble  fervant> 

*^  Sam.  Johnson." 

His  juft  abhorrence  of  Milton^s  political  notions  was  ever  ftrong.  But  this 
did  not  prevent  his  warm  admiration  of  Milton's  great  poetical  merit,  to  which 
he  has  done  illuftrious  juftice,  beyond  all  who  have  written  upon  the  fubjeft. 
And  this  year  he  not  only  wrote  a  Prologue,  which  was  fpoken-  by  Mn 
Garrick  before  the  afting  of  Comus  at  Drury-Iane  theatre,  for  the  benefit  of 
Milton's  grand-daughter,  but  took  a  very  zealous  intereft  in  the  fuccels  of  the 
charity.  On  the  day  preceding  the  performance,  he  publifhed  the  following 
letter  in  the  *^  General  Advertifer/*  addrcfled  to  the  printer  of  that  paper: 

«  Sir, 

"  THAT  A  certain  degree  of  reputation  is  acquu-ed  merely  by 
approving  the  works  of  genius,  and  teftifying  a  regard  to  the  memory  of 
authours,  is  a  truth  too  evident  to  be  be  denied  5  and  therefore  to  enfurc  a 
participation  of  fame  with  a  celebrated  poet,  many  who  would,  perhaps,  have 
contributed  to  ftarve  him  when  alive,  have  heaped  expenfive  pageants  upon 
Tiis  grave. 

«'  It  muft,  indeed,  be  confefled,  that  this  method  of  becoming  known  to 
pofterity  with  honour  is  peculiar  to  the  great,  or  at  leaft  to  the  wealthy;  but 
an  opportunity  now  ofliers  for  almoft  every  individual  to  fecure  the  prjufe  of 
paying  a  juft  regard  to  the  illuftrious  dead,  united  with,  the  pleafure  of  doing 
good  to  the  living.  To  affiftr  illuftrious  indigence,  ftruggling  with  diftre6 
and  debilitated  by  age,  is  a  difplay  of  virtue,  and  an  acquifition  of  happinefs 
and  honour* 

*  Mrs.  Williams  U  probably  the  perfon  meanN  ' 

^  Whoever, 
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"  Whoever,  then,  would  be  thought  capable  of  pleafure  in  reading  the  »75o- 
works  of  our  incomparable  Milton,  and  not  fb  deftitute  of  gratitude  as  to  IsitatT^i! 
refiife  to  lay  out  a  trifle  in  rational  and  elegant  entertainment  for  the  benefit  of 
his  living  remains,  for  the  exercife  of  their  own  virtue,  the  increafe  of  their 
reputation,  and  the  pleafing  confcioufhefs  of  domg  good,  fhould  appear  at 
Drury-lane  theatre  to-morrow,  April  5,  when  Comus  will  be  performed  for 
the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fofler,  grand-daughter  to  the  authour^  and  the 
only  furviving  branch  of  his  femily. 

**  N,  B.  There  will  be  a  new  prologue  on  the  occafion,  written  by  the 
authour  of  Irene,  and  Ipoken  by  Mr,  Garrick  j  and,  by  particular  defire, 
there  will  be  added  to  the  Mafque  a  dramatick  fatire>  called  Lethe,  in  which 
Mr.  Garrick  will  perform." 

In  175 1  we  are  to  confider  him  as  carrying  on  both  his  Diftionary  and  lyjt* 
Rambler.  But  he  alfo  wrote  "  The  Life  of  Cheynel,*"  in  the  mifcellany  ' 
called  "  The  Student  j"  and  the  Reverend  Dr.  Douglas  having,  with  uncom- 
mon acutenefs,  clearly  detedted  a  grofs  forgery  and  impofirion  upon  the  publick 
by  William  Lauder,  a  Scotch  fchoolmafter,  who  had,  with  equal  impudence 
and  ingenuity,  reprefented  Milton  as  a  plagiary  from  certain  moderji  Latin 
poets,  Johnfon,  who  had  been  fo  far  impofcd  upon  as  to  furnifh  a  Preface 
and  Poftfcript  to  his  woric,  now  didated  a  letter  for  Lauder,  addrefled  to  Dr. 
Douglas,  acknowledging  his  fraud  in  terms  of  fuitable  contrition '. 

This  extraordinary  attenr^t  of  Lauder  was  no  fudden  efForr.  He  had 
brooded  over  it  for  many  years  j  and  to  this  hour  it  is  uncertain  what  his 
principal  motive  was,  unlefs  it  were  a  vain  notion  of  his  fuperiority,  in  being 
able,  by  whatever  means,  to  deceive  mankind.  To  effedt  this,  he  produced  * 
certain  paflTages  fi-om  Grotius,  Mafenius,  and  others,  which  had  a  feint  refem- 
blance  to  fome  parts  of  the  "  Paradile  Loft.''     In  thefe  he  interpolated  fomc 

3  Left  there  (hould  be  zny  perfon,  at  any  fature  period,  abfurd  enough  to  fufped  that  Johnfon 
was  a  partaker  in  Lander's  fraad,  or  had  any  knowledge  of  it,  when  he  aflifted  him  with  his 
mafterly  pen,  it  is  proper  here  to  quote  the  words  of  Dr.  Douglas,  now  Bifliop  of  Carlifle,  at  the 
time  when  he  dete^ed  the  impofition.  "  It  is  to  be  hoped,  nay  it  is  exfe^ed,  that  the  elegant  and 
nervous  writer,,  whofe  judicious  fentiments  and  inimitable  ftyle  point  out  the  authour  of  Lauder's 
Preface  and  Pofticript,  will  no  longer  allow  one  to  flume  himfelf  with  hit  feathers^  who  appearcth 
fo  little  to  deferve  hisaffifUnce  :  an  alfiflance  which  I  am  perfuaded  would  never  have  been  com- 
municated, had  there  been  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  thofe  facls  which  I  have  been  the  inftrument  of 
conveying  to  the  world  in  thefe  fliects."  Miltw  no  Plagiary^  2d  edit.  p.  78.  And  his  LordQiip 
has  been  pleafed  now  to  authoriie  me  to  fay,  in  the  (Irongeft  manner,  that  there  is  no  ground 
whatever  for  any  unfavourable  lefle^oa  againil  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  expreifed  the  ftrongeft  indig- 
nation againft  Lauder. 
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1791-  fragments  of  Hog's  Latin  tranfladon  of  that  poem,  alled^ng  that  the 
]km,  Lz.  ^^^^  ^^"^  fabricated  was  the  archetype  from  which  Milton  copied.  Thefe 
fabrications  he  publiflied  from  time  to  time  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine ; 
and,  exulting  in  his  fancied  fuccefe,  he  in  1750  ventured  to  colkft  them  into 
a  pamphlet,  entitled  "  An  Eflay  on  Milton's  Ufe  and  Imitation  of  the 
Moderns  in  his  Paradife  Loft."  To  this  pamphlet  Johnfon  wrote  a  Prefece, 
in  full  perfuafion  of  Lauder's  honefty,  and  a  Poftfcript  recommending,  in  the 
moft  perfuafivc  terms,  a  fubfcription  for  the  relief  of  a  grand-daughter  of 
Milton,  of  whom  he  thus  fpeaks :  "  It  is  yet  in  the  power  of  a  great  people 
to  reward  the  poet  whofe  name  they  boaft,  and  from  their  alliance  to  whofc 
genius,  they  claim  fome  kind  of  fuperiority  to  every  other  nation  of  the 
earth ;  that  poet,  whofe  works  may  poflibly  be  read  when  every  other  monu- 
ment of  Britifli  greatnefs  fliall  be.  obliterated ;  to  reward  him,  not  with 
piftures  or  with  medals,  which,  if  he  fees,  he  fees  with  contempt,  but  with 
tokens  of  gratitude,  which  he,  perhaps,  may  even  now  confider  as  not  un- 
worthy the  regard  of  an  irpmortal  fpirit."  Surely  this  is  inconfiftent  with 
"  enmity  towards  Milton,"  which  Sir  John  Hawkins  imputes  to  Johnfon 
upon  this  occafion,  adding,  "  I  could  all  along  obferve  that  Johnfon  feemed 
to  approve  not  only  of  the  defign,  but  of  the  ai]gument;  and  feemed  to 
•  «xult  in  a  perfuafion,  that  the  reputation  of  Milton  was  likely  to  fuffer  by 
this  difcovcry.  That  he  was  not  privy  to  the  impofture,  I  am  well  pcr- 
fuaded ;  but  that  he  wifhed  well  to  the  argument,  may  be  inferred  from  the 
Preface,  which  indubitably  was  written  by  Johnfon."  Is  it  poflible  for  any 
man  of  clear  judgement  to  fuppofe  that  Johnfon,  who  fo  nobly  praifed  the 
poetical  excellence  of  Milton  in  a  Poftfcript  to  this  very  '*  difcovery,"  as  he 
then  fuppofed  it,  could,  at  the  fame  time,  exult  in  a  perfuafion  that  the  great 
poet's  reputation  was  likely  to  fufifer  by  it  ?  This  is  an  inconfiftency  of  which 
Johnfon  was  incapable ;  nor  can  any  thing  more  be  fairly  inferred  froni  the 
Preface,  than  that  Johnfon,  who  was  alike  diftinguifhed  for  ardent  curiofity 
and  love  of  truth,  was  pleafed  with  an  inveftigation  by  which  both  were  grati- 
fied. .  That  he  was  aftuated  by  thefe  motives,  and  certainly  by  no  unworthy 
-defire  to  depreciate  our  great  epick  poet,  is  evident  from  his  own  words  j  for, 
after  mentioning  the  general  zeal  of  men  of  genius  and  literature  "  to  advance 
the  honour,  and  diftinguifh  the  beauties  of  Paradife  Loft,"  he  fays,  "  Among 
jthe  inquiries  to  which  this  ardour  of  criticifm  has  naturally  given  occafion, 
jione  is  more  obfoure  in  itfelfi  or  more  worthy  of  rational  curiofity,  than  a 
xetrofpedtion  of  the  progrefs  of  this  mighty  genius  in  the  conftruftion  of  his 
ivork  j  a  view  of  the  fabrick  gradually  rifing,  perhaps,  from  fmall  beginnings, 
4  ^  tiU 
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(ill  its  foundation  refts  in  the  centre^  and  its  turrets  iparkle  in  the  fkies ;  to 
trace  back  the  ftruifture  through  all  its  varieties,  to  the  fimplicity  of  its  firft 
plan ;  to  find  what  was  firft  projefted,  whence  the  fcheme  was  taken,  how  it 
was  improved,  by  what  afliftance  it  was  executed,  and  from  what  ftores  the 
materials  were  collefted  i  whether  its  founder  dug  them  from  the  quarries  of 
Nature,  or  demolilhed  other  buildings  to  embeliifli  his  own,"— Is  this  the  lan- 
guage of  one  who  wifhed  to  blaft  the  laurels  of  Milton  ? 

Though  Johnfon's  circumftances  were  at  this  time  far  from  being  eafy,  his 
humane  and  charitable  dilpofition  was  conftandy  exerting  itfejf.  Mrs.  Anna 
Williams,  daughter  of  a  very  ingenious  Wellh  phyfician,  and  a  woman  of 
more  than  ordinary  talents  and  literature,  havii^  come  to  London  in  hopes 
of  being  cured  of  a  cataraft  in  both  her  eyes,  which  afterwards  ended  in 
total  blindncfs,  was  kindly  received  as  a  conftant  vifitor  at  hi5  houfe  while 
Mrs.  Johnfon  livedo  and  after  her  death  having  come  under  his  roof  in  order 
to  have  an  operation  upon  her  eyes  performed  with  more  comfort  to  her  than 
in  kxlgings,  Ihe  had  an  apartment  from  him  during  the  reft  of  her  life,  at  all 
times  when  he  had  a  houfe. 

In  1752  he  was  almoft  entirely  occupied  with  his  Diftionary.  The  laft  1752:. 
paper  of  his  Rambler  was  publifhed  March  2,  this  year  j  after  which,  there 
was  a  ceflation  for  fome  time  of  any  exertion  of  his  talents  as  an  eflayift.  But, 
in  the  fame  year.  Dr.  Hawkefworth,  who  was  his  warm  admirer,  and  aftudious 
imitator  of  his  ftyle,  and  then  lived  in  great  intimacy  with  him,  began  a  periodical 
paper,  entided  "  The  Adventurer,"  in  conneftion  with  other  gendemen, 
one.  of  whom  was  Johnfon's  much-loved  friend.  Dr.  Bathurft  i  and,  without 
doubt,  they  received  many  valuable  hmts  from  his  converf^tion>  moft  of  his 
friends  having  been  fo  affifted  in  the  courfe  of  their  works. 

That  there  ihould  be  a  fulpcnfion  of  his  literary  labours  during  a  part  of 
the  year  1752,  will  not  feem  ftrange,  when  it  is  confidered  that  foon  after 
clofinghis  Rambler,  he  fufFered  a  lofs  which,  there  tkiPO  can  be  no  doubt, 
afFefted  him  with  the  deepeft  diftrefs.  For  on  the  17th  of  March,  O.  S.  his 
wife  died.  Why  Sir  John  Hawkins  fhould  unwarrantably  take  upon  him  even 
to  fuppofe  that  Johnfon's  fondnefs  for  her  was  dijjemhled  [meaning  fimulated  or 
affumed],  and  to  aflcrt,  that  if  it  was  not  the  cafe,  "  it  was  a  leflbn  he  had 
learned  by  rote,"  I  cannot  conceive ;  unlefs  it  proceeded  from  a  want  of  fimilar 
feelings  in  his  own  breaft.  To  argue  -fi-om  her  being  much  older  than 
Johnfon,  or  any  other  circumftances,  that  he  could  not  really  love  her,  is 
abfurd  j  for  love  is  not  a  fubjeft  of  reafoning,  but  of  feeling,  and  therefore 
tlierc  are  no'  common  principles  upon  which  one  can  perfuade  another  con- 
cerning 
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cerning  it.  Every  man  feels  for  himfelf,  and  knows  how  he  is  aficfted  by 
particular  qualities  in  the  perfon  he  admires^  the  imprefli^ns  of  which  are  toa 
minute  and  delicate  to  be  fubftantiated  in  language. 

That  his  love  for  her  was  of  the  moft  ardent  kind,  and,  during  the  long 
period  of  fifty  years,  was  unimpaired  by  the  lapfe  of  time,  is  evident  fi-om 
various  paffages  in  the  feries  of  his  Prayers  and  Meditations,  publiflied  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Strahan,  as,  well  as  from  other  memorials,  one  of  which  I 
feled,  as-ftrongly  marking  the  tendemefs  and  fenfibility  of  his  mind. 

*^  April  23,  1753-  I  know  not  whether  I  do  not  too  much  indulge  the 
vain  longings  of  alFeftion ;  but  I  hope  they  intenerate  my  heart,  and  that 
when  I  die  like  my  Tctty,  this  afiedtion  will  be  acknowledged  in  a  happy  inter- 
view, and  that  in  the  mean  time  I  am  incited  by  it  to  piety.  I  will,  however, 
not  deviate  too  much  from  common  and  received  methods  of  devotion.'* 

Her  wedding-ring,  when  fhe  became  his  wife,  was,  after  her  death,  pre- 
ferved  by  him  as  long  as  he  lived  with  an  affeftionate  care,  in'  a  little  round 
wooden  box,  in  the  infide  of  which  he  pafted  a  flip  of  paper,  thus  infcribed 
by  him  in  fair  charadters,  as  follows : 

''  Ebeu! 

*'  Eliz.  Jobnfon^ 

"  Nupta  Jul  if  1736, 

"  Mortua^  ebeu! 

*^  Marf,  17°  1752." 

After  his  death,  Mr.  Francis  Barber,  his  faitWul  fervant  and  refiduary  lega- 
tee, offered  this  memorial  of  tendemefs  to  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  Mrs.  Johnfon's 
daughter;  but  fhe  having  declined  to  accept  of  it,  he  had  it  enamelled  as  a 
mourning-ring  for  his  old  mafler,  and  prefented  it  to  his  wife,  Mrs.  Barber, 
who  now  has  it. 

The  ftate  of  mind  in  which  a  man  muft  be  ttpon  the  death  of  a  woman 
whom  hc.fincerely  loves,  had  been  in  his  contemplation  many  years  before. 
In  his  iREf^E,  we  find  the  following  fervent  and  tender  fpeech  of  Demetrius^ 
addrefTed  to  his  Afpafia : 

*'  From  thofe  bright  regions  of  eternal  day, 

'^  Where  now  thou  fhin'fl  amongfl  thy  fellow  faints^^ 

*'  Array*d  in  purer  light,  look  down  on  me  !  * 

^'  In  pleafmg  vifions  and  afRiafive  dreams, 

'^  O !  fboth  my  foul,  and  teach  me  how  to  lofe  thee/' 

I  have 
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I  have,  indeed^  been  told  by  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  who,  before  her  marriage,  '7^2- 
lived  for  fome  time  with  Mrs.  Johnfon  at  Hampftead,  that  (he  indulged  her-  ^s^JfTl^ 
felf  in  country  air  and  nice  living,  at  an  unfuitable  expence,  while  her  huA^and 
was  drudging  in  the  fmoke  of  London,  and  that  ihe  by  no  means  treated  him 
with  that  complacency  which  is  the  moft  engaging  quality  in  a  wife.  But  all 
this  is  perfeftly  compatible  with  his  fondnefs  for  her,  elpecially  when  it  is 
remembered  that  he  had  a  high  opinion  of  her  underilanding,  and  that  the 
impreffion  which  her  beauty,  real  or  imaginary,  had  originally  made  upon  his 
fancy,  being  continued  by  habit,  had  not  been  effaced,  though  fhe  herfelf  was 
doubtleis  much  altered  for  the  worfc.  The  dreadful  (hock  of  feparation  took 
place  in  the  ni^t  j  and  he  immediately  dilpatched  a  letter  to  his  friend,  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Taylor,  which,  as  Taylor  told  me,  exprefTed  grief  in  the 
flrongeft  manner  he  had  ever  read ;  fo  that  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  it  has 
not  been  preferved.  The  letter  was  brought  to  Dr.  Taylor,  at  his  houle  in 
the  Cloyfters,  Weftminfter,  about  three  in  the  morning ;  and  as  it  fignified 
an  earneft  defire  to  fee  him,  he  got  up,  and  went  to  Johnfon  as  foon  as  he 
was  drefled,  and  found  him  in  tears  and  in  extreme  agitation.  After  being  a 
litde  while  together,  Johnfon  requefled  him  to  join  with  him  in  prayer.  He 
then  prayed  extempore,  as  did  Dr.  Taylor ;  and  thus,  by  means  of  that  piety 
which  was  ever  his  primary  objeft,  his  troubled  mind  was,  in  fome  degree, 
foothed  and  compofed. 

The  next  day  he  wrote  as  follows : 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Taylor. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  LET  me  have  your  company  and  inftruftion.     Do  not  live  away 
from  me.     My  diftrefs  is  great. 

"  Pray  defire  Mrs.  Taylor  to  inform  me  what  mourning  I  Ihould  buy  for 
my  mother  and  Mifs  Porter,  and  bring  a  note  in  writing  with  you. 
**  Remember  me  in  your  prayers,  for  vain  is  the  help  of  man. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 
''March  18,  1752.  Sam.  Johnson." 

That  his  fufFerings  upon  the  death  of  his  wife  were  fevere;  beyond  what 
are  commonly  endured,  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  information  of  many  who 
were  then  about  him,  to  none  of  whom  I  give  more  credit  than  to  Mr. 
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Frahcis  Barber,  his  faithful  negro  fcrvant^  who  came  into  his  family  about  a 
fortnight  after  the  difmal  event.  Thefe  fufFerings  were  aggravated  by  the 
melancholy  inherent  in  his  conftitution ;  and  although  he  probably  was  not 
oftener  in  the  wrong  than  fhe  was,  in  the  little  difagreements  which  fometimes 
troubled  his  married  ftate,  during  which,  he  owned  to  me,  that  the  gloomy  irri- 
tability of  his  exiftence  was  more  painful  to  him  than  ever,  he  might  very  natu- 
rally, after  her  death,  be  tenderly  difpofed  to  charge  himfelf  with  ffi^t  omiffions 
and  offences,  the  fenfe  of  which  would  give  him  much  unealinefs.  Accord- 
ingly we  find,  about  a  year  after  her  deceafe,  that  he  thus  addreffed  the 
Supreme  Being :  "  O  Lord,  who  giveft  the  grace  of  repentance,  and  heareft 
the  prayers  of  the  penitent,  grant  that  by  true  contrition  I  may  obtain  forgive- 
nefs  of  all  the  fins  committed,  and  of  all  duties  neglefted  in  my  union  with 
the  wife  whom  thou  haft  taken  from  me ;  for  the  negleft  of  joint  devotion, 
patient  exhortation,  and  mild  inftrudbion^"  The  kuidnefs  of  his  heart,  not- 
withftanding  the  impetuofity  of  his  temper,  is  well  known  to  his  friends  ;  and  I 
cannot  trace  the  fmalleft  foundation  for  the  following  dark  and  uncharitable, 
aflertion  by  Sir  John  Hawkins :  "  The  apparition  of  his  departed  wife  was 
altogether  of  the  terrifick  kind,  and  hardly  afforded  him  a  hope  that  fhe  was 
in  a  ftate  of  happinefs*.'*  That  he,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  of  many 
of  the  moft  able,  learned,  and  pious  Chriftians  in  all  ages,  fuppofed  that  there 
was  a  middle  ftate  after  death,  previous  to  the  time  at  which  departed  fouk 
are  finally  received  to  eternal  felicity,  appears,  I  diink,  unqueftionably  from 
his  devotions :  "  And,  O  Lord,  fo  far  as  it  may  be  lawful  in  me,  I  commend 
to  thy  fatherly  goodnefs  the  foul  of  my  departed  wife;  befeeching  thee  to  grant 
her  whatever  is  beft  in  her  prejent  ftate,  and  finally  to  receive  her  to  eternal  bap^ 
finefs  ^"  But  this  ftate  has  not  been  looked  upor\  with  horrour,  but  only  as 
kfs  ffracious. 


&' 


*  Francis  Barber  was  bom  in  Jamaica,  and  was  brought  to  England  in  1 750  by  Colonel  Bathurft, 
father  of  Johnfon's  very  intimate  friend.  Dr.  Bathurft.  He  was  fent,  for  fomc  time,  to  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Jackfon's  fchool,  at  Barton  in  Yorkfhire.  The  Colonel  by  his  will  left  him  his 
freedom,  and  I>r.  Bathurft  was  willing  that  he  fhould  enter  into  Johnfon's  fervice,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued from  1752  till  Johnfon's  death,  with  the  exception  of  two  intervals;  in  one  of  which,  upon 
fomc  difference  with  his  mafter^  he  went  and  ferved  an  apothecary  in  Chcapfide,  but  ftillvifited 
Dr.  Johnfonoccafionally;^  in 'another,  when  he  took  a  fancy  to  go  to  fea.  Part  of  the  time, 
indeed,  he  was,  by  the  kindnefs  of  his  mafter,  at  a  fchool  in  Norihamptonfliire,  that  he  might 
have  the  advantage  of  fome  learning.  So  early  and  fo  lafting  a  connedlion  was  there  between  Dr» 
(ohnibn  and  this  humble  friend. 

5  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  ig.  «  Hawkins's  Life  of  Johnfon,  p.  316. 


7  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  zo. 
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He  depofited  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Johnfon  in  the  church  of  Bromley  in  1752- 
Kent,  to  which  he  was  probably  led  by  the  refidence  of  his  friend  Hawkefworth  IStatT+s^ 
at  that  place.  The  funeral  fermon  which  he  compofed  for  her,  which  was 
never  preached,  but  having  been  given  to  Dr.  Taylor,  has  been  publifhed  fmce 
his  death,  is  a  performance  of  uncommon  excellence,  and  full  of  rational  and 
pious  comfort  to  fuch  as  aredeprefled  by  that  fevere  afBiftion  which  Johnfon 
felt  when  he  wrote  it.  When  it  is  confidered  that  it  was  written  in  fuch  an 
agitation  of  mind,  and  in  the  fhort  interval  between  her  death  and  burial, 
it  cannot  be  read  without  wonder. 

From  Mr.  Francis  Barber  I  have  had  the  following  authentick  and  artlefi 
account  of  the  fituation  in  which  he  found  him  recently  after  his  wife's  death : 
"  He  was  in  great  affliftion.  Mrs.  Williams  was  then  living  in  his  houfe, 
**  which  was  in  Gough-fquare.  He  was  bufy  with  the  Diftionary.  Mr. 
^*  Shiels,  and  fome  others  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  formerly  written  for 
*«  him,  ufed  to  come  about  him.  He  had  then  little  for  himfelf,  but  fre- 
*'  quendy  fent  money  to  Mr.  Shiels  when  in  diftrefs.  The  friends  who 
"  vifited  him  at  that  time,  were  chiefly  Dr.  Bathurft,  and  Mr.  Diamond, 
"  an  apothecary  in  Cork-ftreet,  Burlington-gardens,  with  whom  he  and  Mrs. 
*'  Williams  generally  dined  every  Sunday.  There  was  a  talk  of  his  going 
**  to  Iceland  with  him,  which  would  probably  have  happened  had  he  Kved. 
*^  There  were  alfo  Mr.  Cave,  Dr.  Hawkefworth,  Mr.  RylaRd,  merchant  on 
^^  Tower-hill,  Mrs.  Mafters  the  poetefs,  who  lived  with  Mr.  Cave,  Mrs. 
*'  Carter,  and  fometimes  Mrs.  Macaulay  i  alfo,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  wife  of  a  tallow- 
**  chandler  on  Snow-hill,  not  in  the  learned  way,  but  a  worthy  good  woman ; 
"  Mr.  (now  Sir  Jofhua)  Reynolds ;  Mr.  Millar,  Mn  Dodfley,  Mr.  Bouquet, 
"  Mr.  Payne  of  Paternofter-rowi  bookfellers  -,  Mr.  Strahan  the  printer,  the 
*^  Earl  of  Orrery,  Lord  Southwell,  Mr.  Garrick.'* 

Many  are,  no  doubt,  omitted  in  this  catalogue  of  his  friends,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, his  humble  friend  Mr.  Robert  Levet,  an  obfcure  praftifer  in  phyfick 
amongft  the  lower  people,  his  fees  being  fometimes  very  fmall  fums,  fome- 
.  times  whatever  provifions  his  patients  could  afford  him,  but  of  fuch  extenfive 
praftice  in  that  way,  that  Mrs.  Williams  has  told  me,  his  walk  was  from 
Houndfditch  to  Marybone,  It  appears  from  Johnfon's  diary,  that  their 
acquaintance  commenced  about  the  year  1746 ;  and  fuch  w:as  Johnfon's  predi- 
leftion  for  him,  and  fanciful  eftimation  of  his  moderate  abilities,  that  I  have 
heard  him  fay  he  fliould  not  be  facisfied,  though  attended  by  all  the  College  of 
Phyficians,  unlefs  he  had  Mr.  Levet  with  him.  Ever  fmce  I  was  acquainted 
with  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  many  years  before,  as  I  have  been  aflfiired  by  thofe  who 
knew  him  earlier,  Mr.  Levet  had  an  apartment  in  his  houfe»  or  his  chambers, 
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and  waited  upon  him  every  morning,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  kte  and 
tedious  breakfaft.  He  was  of  a  ftrange  grotelque  appearance,  ftiff  and  fomnal 
in  his  manner,  and  feldom  faid  a  word  while  any  company  was  prefent. 

The  circle  of  his  friends,  indeed,  at  this  time  was  extenfive  and  various,  far 
beyond  what  has  been  generally  imagined.  To  trace  his  acquaintance  with  each 
particular  perfon,  if  it  could  be  done,  would  be  a  talk,  of  which  the  labour 
would  not  be  repaid  by  the  advantage.  But  exceptions  are  to  be  made;  one  . 
of  which  muft  be  a  friend  fo  eminent  as  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  who  was  truly 
his  duke  decus^  and  with  whom  he  maintained  an  uninterrupted  intimacy  to 
the  laft  hour  of  his  life.  When  Johnfon  lived  in  Caftle-ftreet,  Cavendilh- 
fquare,  he  ufed  frequently  to  vifit  two  ladies,  who  lived  oppofite  to  him, 
Mifs  Cotterells,  daughters  of  Admiral  Cotterell.  Reynolds  ufed  alfo  to  vifit 
there,  and  thus  they  met.  Mr.  Reynolds,  as  I  have  obferved  above,  had, 
from  the  firft  reading  of  his  Life  of  Savage,  conceived  a  very  high  admiration 
of  Johnfon's  powers  of  writing.  His  converfation  no  lefs  delighted  him ;  and 
he  cultivated  his  acquaintance  with  the  laudable  zea]  of  one  who  was  am- 
bitious of  general  improvement.  Sir  Jofhua,  indeed,  was  lucky  enough  at 
their  very  firft  meeting  to  make  a  remark,  which  was  fo  much  above  the 
•common-place  Ityle  of  converfation,  that  Johnfon  at  once  perceived  that 
Reynolds  had  the  habit  of  thinking  for  himfelf.  The  ladies  were  regretting  the 
death  of  a  friend,  tp  whom  they  owed  great  obligations ;  upon  which  Reynolds 
obferved,  "  You  have,  however,  the  comfort  of  being  relieved  from  a  burthen 
of  gratitude."  They  were  Ihockcd  a  litde  at  this  alleviating  fuggeftion,  as 
too  felfifh  i  but  Johnfon  defended  it  in  his  clear  and  forcible  manner,  and  was 
much  pleafed  with  the  mind^  the  fair  view  of  human  nature,  which  it  exhibited> 
like  fome  of  the  reflections  of  Rochefaucault.  The  confequence  was,  that  he 
went  home  with  Reynolds,  and  fupped  with  him. 

Sir  Jofhua  has  told  me  a  pleafant  charafteriftical  anecdote  of  Johnfon  about 
the  time  of  their  firft  acquaintance.  When  they  were  one  evening  together 
at  the  Mifs  Cotterells,  the  then  Duchefs  of  Argyle  and  another  lady  of  high 
rank  came  in.  Johnfon  thinking  that  the  Mifs  Cotterells  were  too  much 
engroflfed  by  them,  and  that  he  and  his  friend  were  neglefted,  as  low  com- 
pany of  whom  they  were  fbmewhat  afhamed,  grew  angry  j  and  refolving  to 
fhock  their  fuppofed  pride,  by  making  their  great  vifiters  imagine  that  his 
friend  and  he  were  low  indeed,  he  addrefled  himfelf  in  a  loud  tone  to  Mr. 
Reynolds,  faying,  "  How  much  do  you  think  you  and  I  could  get  in  a  week, 
if  we  were  to  work  as  hard  as  we  could  ?''  as  if  they*  had  been  common 
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His  acquaintance  with  Bennet  Langton,  Efq.  of  Langton,  in  Lincohfliirc, 
another  much  valued  friend,  commenced  foon  after  the  conclufion  of  his 
Rambler,  which  that  gentleman,  then  a  youth,  had  read  with  fo  much  admi- 
ration, that  he  came  to  London  chiefly  with  the  view  of  endeavouring  to  be 
introduced  to  its  authour.  By  a  fortunate  chance  he  happened  to  take  lodgings 
in  a  houfe  where  Mr.  Levet  frequently  vifitcd ;  and  having  mentioned  his 
wifli  to  his  landlady,  fhe  introduced  him  to  Mr.  Levet,  who  readily  obtained 
Johnfon's  permiffion  to  bring  Mr.  Langton  to  him ;  as,  indeed,  Johnfon, 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  had  no  fhynefs,  real  or  afFefted,  but  was 
cafy  of  accefs  to  all  who  were  properly  reconamended,  and  even  wiflied  to  fee 
numbers  at  his  levecj  as  his  morning  circle  of  company,  might,  with  ftrid 
propriety,  be  called.  Mr.  Langton  was  exceedingly  furprized  when  the  fage 
firft  appeared.  He  had  not  received  the  fmalleft  intimation  of  his  figure, 
drefs,  or  manner.  From  perufing  his  writings,  he  fancied  he  fhould  fee  a 
decent,  well-dreft,  ih  Ihort,  a  remarkably  decorous  philolbpher.  Inftead  of 
which,  down  from  his  bed-chamber,  about  noon,  came,  as  newly  rifen,  a 
huge  uncouth  figure,  with  a  little  dark  wig  which  fcarcely  covered  his  head, 
and  his  clothes  hanging  loofe  about  him.  But  his  converfation  was  fo  rich, 
fo  animated,  and  fo  forcible,  and  his  religious  and  political  notions  fo  con- 
genial with  thofe  in  which  Mr.  Langton  had  been  educated,  that  he  conceived 
for  him  that  veneration  and  attachment  which  he  ever  preferved.  Johnfon 
was  not  the  lefs  ready  to  love  Mr.  Langton,  for  his  being  of  a  very  ancient 
family  j  for  I  have  heard  him  fay,  with  pleafure,  "  Langton,  Sir,  has  a  grant 
of  a  warren  from  Henry  the  Second  j  and  Cardinal  Stephen  Langton,  in 
King  John's  reign,  was  of  this  family." 

Mr.  Langton  afterwards  went  to  purfue  his  fhidies  at  Trinity  College, 
Oxford,  where  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  his  fellow -fludent,  Mr* 
Topham  Beauclerk,  who,  though  their  opinions  and  modes  of  life  were 
fo  different,  that  it  feemed  utterly  improbable  that  they  fhould  at  all  agree, 
had  fo  ardent  a  love  of  literature,  fo  acute  an  underflanding,  fuch  elegance  of 
manners,  and  fo  well  difcemed  the  excellent  qualities  of  Mr.  Langton,  that 
they  became  intimate  friends. 

Johnfon,  foon  after  this  acquaintance  began,  paffed  a  confiderable  time  at 
Oxford.  He  at  firfl  thought  it  flrange  that  Langton  fhould  affociate  fo  much 
vfith  one  who  had  the  charadter  of  being  loofe,  both  in  his  principles  and 
praAice;  but,  by  degrees,  J^ehimfelf  was  fafcinated.  Mr.  Beauclerk's  being. 
of  the  St.  Albans'  family,  and  having,  in  fome  particulars,  a  refemblance  to 
Charles  the  Second,  contributed,  in  Johnfon's  imagination,  to  throw  a  luflre 
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i7S««  upon  his  other  qualities  J  and,  in  a  Ihort  time,  the  moral,  pious  Johnfon,  and 
^  "^^"-'  the  ^y,  diflipated  Beauclerk,  were  companions.  "  What  a  coalition !  (faid 
Garrick,  when  he  heard  of  this ;)  I  (hall  have  my  old  friend  to  bail  out  of  the 
Round-houle."  But  I  can  bear  teftimony  that  it  was  a  very  agreeable  aflb- 
ciation.  Beauclerk  was  too  polite,  and  valued  learning  and  wit  too  much,  to 
offend  Johnfon  by  fallies  of  infidelity  or  licentioufnefs  y  and  Johnfon  delighted 
in  the  good  qualities  of  Beauclerk,  and  hoped  to  correft  the  evil.  Innu- 
merable were  the  fcenes  in  which  Johnfon  was  amufed  by  thefe  young  men. 
Beauclerk  could  take  more  liberty  with  him,  than  any  body  with  whom  I  ever 
faw  him ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  Beauclerk  was  not  fpared  by  his  relpedable 
companion,  when  reproof  was  proper.  Beauclerk  had  fuch  a  propenfity  to 
fatire,  that  at  one  time  Johnfon  faid  to  him,  "  You  never  open  your  moutli 
but  with  intention  to  give  pain ;  and  you  have  often  given  me  pain,  not  from 
t;he  power  of  what  you  faid,  but  from  feeing  your  intention."  At  anodier 
time  applying  to  him,  with  a  flight  alteration,  a  line  of  Pope,  he  faid,  "  Thy 
love  of  folly,  and  thy  fcorn  of  fools — ^Every  thing  thou  doft  fhews  the  one, 
and  every  thing  thou  fay*ft  the  other."  At  another  time  he  (aid  to  him, 
"  Thy  body  is  all  vice,  and  thy  mind  all  virtue."  Beauclerk  not  feeming 
to  relifh  the  compliment,  Johnfon  faid,  "  Nay,  Sir,  Alexander  the  Great, 
marching  in  triumph  into  Babylon,  could  not  have  defired  to  have  had  more 
faid  to  him.". 

Johnfon  was  fome  time  with  Beauclerk  at  his  houfe  at  Windfor,  where  he 
was  entertained  with  experiments  in  natural  philofophy.  One  Sunday,  when 
the  weather  was  very  fine,  Beauclerk  enticed  him,  infenfibly,  to  faunter  about 
all  the  morning.  They  went  into  a  church-yard,  in  the  time  of  divine  fervice, 
and  Johnfon  laid  himfelf  down  at  his  eafe  upon  one  of  the  tomb-ftones. 
<<  Now,  Sir,  (faid  Beauclerk)  you  are  like  Hogarth's  Idle  Apprentice." 
When  Johnfon  got  his  penfion,  Beauclerk  faid  to  him,  in  the  humorous  phrafc 
of  FalftafF,  "  I  hope  you'll  now  purge,  and  live  cleanly  like  agendeman." 

One  night  when  Beauclerk  and  Langton  had  fupped  at  a  tavern  in  London, 
and  fat  tiU  about  three  in  the  morning,  it  came  into  their  heads  to  go  and 
knock  up  Johnfon,  and  fee  if  they  could  prevail  on  him  to  join  them  in  a 
ramble.  They  i-apped  violently  at  the  door  of  his  chambers  in  the  Tempk*, 
till  at  laft  he  appeared  in  his  fhirt,  with  his  little  black  wig  on  the  top  of  his 
head,  inftead  of  a  nightcap,  and  a  poker  in  his  hand,  imagining,  probably, 
that  fome  ruffians  were  coming  to  attack  him.  When  he  difcovered  who 
they  were,  and  was  told  their  errand,  he  fmiled,  and  with  great  good  humour 
agreed  to  their  propofal :  "  Wliat,  is  it  you,  you  dogs !    I'll  have  a  frifk  with 
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you."  He  was  foon  dreft,  and  they  fallied  forth  together  into  Covent-Garden,  1752. 
where  the  green-grocers  and  fruiterers  were  beginning  to  arrange  their  hampers,  ^^^ 
juft  come  in  from  the  country.  Johnfon  made  fome  attempts  to  help  them ; 
but  the  honeft  gardeners  ftared  fo  at  his  figure  and  manner,  and  odd  inter- 
ference, that  he  foon  faw  his  fervices  were  not  reliflied.  They  then  repaired 
to  one  of  the  neighbouring  taverns,  and  made  a  bowl  of  that  liquor  called 
Bijbopj  which  Johnfon  had  always  liked ;  while  in  joyous  contempt  of  fleep, 
from  which  he  had  been  roufed,  he  repeated  the  feftive  lines^ 

"  Short,  O  fhort  then  be  thy  reign, 
"  And  gve  us  to  the  world  again !  " 

They  did  not  ftay  long,  but  walked  down  to  the  Thames,  took  a  boat,  and 
rowed  to  Billingfgate.  Beauclerk  and  Johnfon  were  fo  well  pleafed  with  their 
amufement,  that  they  refolved  to  perfevere  in  diffipation  for  the  reft  of  the 
day:  but  Langton  deferted  them,  being  engaged  to  breakfaft  with  fome 
young  ladies.  Johnfon  fcolded  him  for  "  leaving  his  focial  friends,  to  go  and 
fit  with  a  fet  of  wretched  un-idea'd  girls.^'  Garrick  being  told  of  this  ramble, 
faid  to  him  fmartly,.  "  I  heard  of  your  frolick  t'other  night.-  You'll  be  in  the 
Chronicle/'  Upon  which  Johnfon  afterwards  obferved,  "  He  durft  not  do 
fuch  a  thing..     His  wife  would  not  let  him !  '* 

He  entered  upon  the  year  1753  with  his  ufual  piety,  as  appears  from  the      1753. 
following  prayer  tranfcribed  from  that  part  of  his  diary  which  he  burnt  a  few 
days  before  his  death ; 

"  Jan^.  I,.  1753*  N.  S.  which  I  fhall  ufe  for  the  future. 

"  Almighty  God,  who  haft  continued  my  life  to  this  day,  grant  that,  by 
the  afliftance  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  I  may  improve  the  time  which  thou  Ihalt 
grant  me,  to  my  eternal  falvation.  Make  me  to  remember,  to  thy  glory, 
thy  judgements  and  thy  mercies.  Malce  me  fo  to  confider  the  lofs  of  my 
wife,  whom  thou  haft  taken  from  me,  that  it  may  difpofe  me,  by  thy  grace,, 
to  lead  the  refidue  of  my  life  in  thy  fear.  Grant  this,  O  Lord,  for  Jesus 
Christ's  fake.     Amen," 

He  now  relieved  the  drudgery  of  his  Diftionary,  and  the  melancholy  of 
his  grief,  by  taking  an  aftive  part  in  the  compofition  of  "  The  Adventurer," 
in  which  he  began  to  write  April  10,  marking  his  efTays  with  the  fignature  T, 
by  which  moft  of  his  papers  in  that  coUeftion  are  diftinguiftied  :  thofe,  how- 
ever, which  have  that  fignature  and  alfo  that  oiMyJargyruSy  were  not  written 
by  him,   but,  as  I  fuppofe,  by  Dr.  Bathurft,    Indeed  Johnfon's  energy  of 
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thought  andrichnefs  of  language,  are  ftill  more  decifive  marks  dian  any  figna- 
turc.  As  a  proof  of  this,  my  readers,  I  imagine,  will  not  doubt  that  No.  39, 
on  fleep,  is  his ;  for  it  not  only  has  the  general  texture  and  colour  of  his  ftyle, 
but  the  authours  with  whom  he  was  peculiarly  converfant  are  readily  introduced 
in  it  in  curfory  allufion.  The  tranfladon  of  a  paffage  in  Statius  quoted  in  that 
paper,  and  marked  C.  B.  is  certainly  the  performance  of  Dr.  Charles  Bathurft. 
How  much  this  amiable  man  adhially  contributed  to  «  The  Adventurer,"  can- 
not be  known.  Let  me  add,  that  Hawkeiworth's  imitations  of  Johnfon  arc 
fometimes  fo  happy,  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  diftinguifh  them,  with 
certainty,  from  the  compofirions  of  his  great  archetype.  Hawkefworth  was 
his  clofeft  imitator,  a  circumftance  of  which  that  writer  would  once  have  been 
proud  to  be  told ;  though,  when  he  had  become  elated  by  having  rilcn  into 
fome  degree  of  confequence,  he,  in  a  converfation  with  me,  had  the  provoking 
effrontery  to  fay  he  was  not  fenfible  of  it. 

Johnfon  was  truly  zealous  for  the  fuccefs  of  "  The  Adventurer  j"  and  very 
foon  after  his  engaging  in  it,  he  wrote  the  following  letter 

Ito  the  Reverend  Dr.  Joseph  War  ton. 

'*  Dear  Sir, 

*^  I  OUGHT  to  have  written  t6  you  before  now,  but  I  ought  to  do 
many  things  which  I  do  not ;  nor  can  I,  indeed,  claim  any  merit  from  this 
letter ;  for  being  delired  by  the  authours  and  proprietor  of  the  Adventurer  to 
look  out  for  another  hand,  my  thoughts  neceflaiily  fix'd  upon  you,  whole  fiind 
of  literature  will  enable  you  to  affift  them,  with  very  litdc  interruption  of 
your  ftudics. 

"  They  defire  you  to  engage  to  furnifli  one  paper  a  month,  at  two  guineas 
a  paper,  which  you  may  very  readily  perform.  We  have  confidered  that  a 
paper  fhould  confift  of  pieces  of  imagination,  pictures  of  life,  and  diiqui- 
firions  of  literature.  The  part  which  depends  on  the  imagination  is  very  well 
fupplied,  as  you  will  find  when  you  read  the  paper ;  for  dcfcriptions  of  life, 
there  is  now  a  treaty  almoft  made  with  an  authour  and  an  authorefs ;  and  the 
province  of  criricifm  and  literature  they  are  very  defirous  to  affign  to  the 
commentator  on  Virgil. 

"  I  hope  this  prapofal  will  not  be  rejeded,  and  that  the  next  poft  will 

bring  us  your  compliance.     I  Ipeak  as  one  of  the  fraternity,  though  I  have 

no  part  in  the  paper,  beyond  now  and  then  a  motto  i  but  two  of  the  writers 
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arc  my  particular  friends,  and  I  hope  the  pleafure  of  feeing  a  third  united  to      i753- 
them,  will  not  be  denied  to,  dear  Sir^  ' 

"  Your  moft  obedient 

*^  And  moft  humble  fervant, 
"  March  S,  1753.  Sam.  Johnson.**" 

The  confequence  of  this  letter  was.  Dr.  Warton's  enriching  the  colleftion 
with  feveral  admirable  eflays. 

Johnfon's  faying  **  I  have  no  part  in  the  paper  beyond  now  and  then  a 
motto,"  may  feem  inconfiftent  with  his  being  the  authour  of  the  papers 
marked  T.  But  he  had,  at  this  time,  written  only  one  number ;  and  befides, 
even  at  any  after  period,  he  might  have  ufcd  the  fame  expreflfion,  confider- 
ing  it  as  a  point  of  honour  not  to  own  them  ;  for  Mrs.  Williams  told  me,  that 
^<  as  he  had  given  thofe  eflays  to  Dr.  Bathurft,  who  fold  them  at  two  guineas 
each,  he  never  would  own  them ;  nay,  he  ufed  to  fay  he  did  not  write  them : 
but  the  fadt  was,  that  he  diSlated  them,  while  Bathurft  wrote."  I  read  to  him 
Mrs.  Williams's  account ;  he  fiiiiled,  and  faid  nothing. 

I  am  not  quite  fatisfied  with  the  cafuifliy  by  which  the  produ6tions  of  one 
perfon  are  thus  pafled  upon  the  world  for  die  productions  of  another.  I  aflow 
that  not  only  knowledge,  but  powers  and  qualities  of  mind  may  be  com- 
municated i  but  the  aftual  efFedt  of  individual  exertion  never  can  be  tranf- 
fcrred,  with  truth,  to  any  other  than  its  own  original  caufe.  One  perfon's  child 
may  be  made  the  child  of  another  perfon  by  adoption,  as  among  the  Romans^ 
or  by  the  ancient  Jcwifli  mode  of  a  wife  having  children  borne  to  her  upon 
her  knees,  by  het"  handmaid.  But  thefe  were  children  in  a  different  fenfe  from 
that  (^nature.  It  was  clearly  underftood  that  they  were  not  of  the  blood  of 
their  nominal  parents.  So  in  literary  children,  an  authour  may  give  the  profits 
and  fame  of  his  compofition  to  another  man,  but  cannot  make  that  other  the 
real  authoun  A  Highland  gendeman,  a  younger  branch  of  a  family,  once 
conlulted  me  if  he  could  not  validly  purchafe  the  Chieftainfhip  of  his  family, 
from  the  Chief  who  was  willing  to  fcD  it.  I  told  him  it  was  impoflible  for 
him  to  acquire,  by  purchafe,  a  right  to  be  a  different  perfon  from  what  he 
really  was  j  for  that  the  right  of  Chieftainfhip  attached  to  the  blood  of  primo- 
geniture, and,  therefore,  was  incapable  of  being  transferred.  I  added,  that 
though  Efau  fold  his  birth-right,  or  the  advantages  belonging  to  it,  he  flill 
remained  die  firft-bom  of  his  parents ;  and  that  whatever  agreement  a  Chief 
might  make  with  any  of  the  clan,  the  Herald's  Office  could  not  admit  of  the 
metamorphofis,  or  with  any  decency  atteft  that  the  younger  was  the  elder  i  but 
I  did  not  convince  the  worthy  gentleman. 
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Johjxfon's  papers  in  the  Adventurer  are  very  fimilar  to.  thofe  of  thcr 
Rambler  9  but  being  rather  more  varied  in  their  fubjedts,  and  being  njixed 
with  eflays  by  other  writers,  upon  topicks  more  generally  attradtive  .than  evea 
the  moft  elegant  ethical  difcourfes,  the  fale  of  the  work,  at  firft,  was  more 
extenfive.  Without  meaning,  however,  to  depreciate  the  Adventurer,  I  muft 
obferve,  that  as  the  value  of  the  Rambler  came,  in  the  progrefs  of  time,  to 
1^  better  known,  it  grew  upon  the  publick  efldmation,  and  that  its  fale  has  far 
exceeded  that  of  any  other  periodical  papers  fince  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne. 

In  one  of  the  books  of  his  diary  I  find  the  following  entry : 

«  Apr.  3,  1753.  I  began  the  fccond  vol.  of  my  Dictionary,  room  being  left 
ip  the  firil  for  Preface,  Grammar,  and  Hiftory,  none  of  them  yet  begun, 

«  O  God,  who  haft  hitherto  fupported  me,  enable  me  to  proceed  in  this 
labour,  and  in  the  whole  talk  of  my  prefent  ftate ;  that  when  I  fhall  render 
up,  at  the  laft  day,  an  account  of  the  talent  committed  to  me,  1  may  receive 
pardon,  for  the  fake  of  Jesus  Christ.     Amen," 

He  this  year  favoured  Mrs.  Lennox  with  a  Dedication  to  the  Eari  of 
Orrery,  of  her  "  Shakfpeare  Illuftrated." 
i7^4«  In  1754  I  can  trace  nothing  publifhed  by  him,  except  his  numbers  of  the 

Ajdventurer,  and  '«  The  Life  of  Edward  Cave,''  in  the  Gcndeman's  Maga- 
zine for  February.  In  biography  th^e  can  be  no  queftion'that  he  excelled^ 
beyond  all  who  have  attempted  that  fpecies  of  compofition;  upon  which, 
indeed>  he  fet  the  higheft  value.  To  the  minute  feledion  of  charaftcriftical' 
circumftances,  for  which  the  ancients  were  remarkable,  he  added  a  philo- 
fophical  refearch,  and  the  moft  perfpicuous  and  energetick  language.  Cave 
was  certainly  a  man  of  eftimable  qualities,  and  was  eminendy  diligent  and 
fuccefsful  in  his  own  bufinefs,  which,  doubtlefs,  entitled  him  to  refpcft.  But 
he  was  peculiarly  fortunate  in  being  recorded  by  Johnfon,  who,  of  the  narrow 
life  of  a  printer  and  publilher,  without  any  digreflions  or  advendtious  circum- 
ftances, has  m^de  an  interefting  and  agreeable  narrative. 

The  Didtionary,  we  may  believe,  afforded  Johnlbn  full  occupation  this 
year.  As  it  approached  to  its.conclufion,  he  probably  worked  with  redoubled 
vigour,  a$  feamen  incrcafe  their  exertion  and  aj^qrity  when  they  have  a  near 
prolpeft  of  their  haven. 

Lord  Chcfterfield,  to  whom  Johnfon  had  paid  the  high  compliment  of 
addrefling  to  his  Lordihip  the  Plan  of  his  Dictionary,  had  behaved  to  him  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  excite  his  contempt  and  indignatiort.  The  world  has  been 
for  many  years  amufed  with  a  ftory  confidently  told,  and  as  confidcndy  repeated 
with  additional  circumftances,  that  a  fudden  difgyft  was  taken  by  Johnibn 
upon  occafion  of  his  having  been  one.  day  kept  long  in  waiting  in.  his  Lord- 
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iliip's  antechamber,  for  which  the  rcafon  affigncd  was,  that  he  had  company      1 754- 


with  hirti ;  and  that  at  laft,  when  the  door  opened,  out  walked  CoUey  Cibber  j  ^[auTc. 
and  that  Johnfon  was  fo  violently  provoked  when  he  found  for  whom  he  had 
been  folofig  excluded,  that  he  went  away  in  a  paflion,  and  never  would  return. 
I  remember  having  mentioned  this  (lory  to  George  Lord  Lyttelton,  who  told 
me,  he  was  very  intimate  with  Lord  Chefterfield  j  and  holding  it  as  a  Well- 
known  'truth,  defended  Lord  Chefterfield,  by  faying,  that  ^'  Cibber,  who  had 
been  introduced  familiarly  by  the  back-ftairs,  had  probably  not  been  there 
above  ten  minutes."  It  may  fcem  ftrange  even  to  entertain  a  doubt  concern- 
ing a  ftory  fo  long  and  fo  widely  current,  and  thus  implicitly  adopted,  if  not 
fanftified,  by  the  authority  which  I  have  mentioned  5  but  Johnfon  himfelf 
aflured  me,  that  there  was  not  the  leaft  foundation  for  it.  He  told  me,  that  there 
never  was  any  particular  incident  Which  produced  a  quarrel  between  Lord 
Chefterfifeld  and  him  -,  but  that  his  Lordfhip's  continued  negleA  was  the  reafofi 
w^hy  he  rcffolved  to  have  no  connexion  with  liim.  When  the  Diftionary  was 
Upon  the  eve  of  publication.  Lord  Chefterfield,  who,  it  is  faid,  had  flattered 
himfelf  with  expeftations  that  Johnfon  would  dedicate  the  work  to  him, 
attempted,  in  a  courtly  manner,  to  footh,  and  infinuate  himfelf  with  the  fage, 
confcious,  as  it  fliould  feem,  of  the  cold  indifference  with  which  he  had  treated 
its  learned  authour ;  and  further  attempted  to  conciliate  him,  by  writing  two 
papers  in  "  The  World,"  in  recommendation  of  the  work ;  and  it  muft  be 
confefled,  that  they  contain  fome  ftudied  compliments,  fo  finely  turned,  that  if 
there  had  been  no  previous  offence,  it  is  probable  that  Johnfon  would  have  been 
highly  delighted.  Praife,  in  general,  was  pleafing  to  him ;  but  by  praife  from 
a  man  of  rank  and  elegant  accomplilhments,  he  was  peculiarly  gratified. 

His  Lordfhip  fays,  • "  I  think  the  publick  in  genefal,  and  the  republick  of 
letters  in  particular,  are  gready  obliged  to  Mr.  Johnfon,  for  having  undertaken, 
^nd  executed,  fo  great  and  defirable  a  work.  Perfedtion  is  not  to  be  expefted 
from  man :  but  if  we  are  to  judge  by  the  various  works  of  Johnfon  already 
publifhed,  we  have  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  he  will  bring  this  as  near  to 
perfedion  as  any  one  man  could  do.  The  Plan  of  it,  which  he  publiihed 
Tome  years  ago,  feems  to  me  to  be  a  proof  of  it.  Nothing  can  be  more 
rationally  ims^ined,  or  more  accurately  and  elegantly  expreflfed.  I  therefore  • 
recQxnmend  the  previous  perufKl  of  it  to  all  thofe  who  intend  to  buy  the 
Dictionary,  and  who,  I  fuppofe,  are  all  thofe  who  can  afford  it. 

*'  It  muft  be  owned,  that  our  language  is,  ^t  prefent,  in  a  ftate  of  anarchy, 
and  hitherto,  perhaps,  it  may  not  have  been  the  worfe  for  it.     During  our 
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free  and  open  trade,  many  words  and  expreflions  have  been  imported,  adopted, 
and  naturalized  from  other  languages,  which  have  gready  enriched  our  own. 
Let  it  ftill  preferve  what  real  ftrength  and  beauty  it  may  have  borrowed  from 
others ;  but  let  it  not,  like  the  Tarpeian  maid,  be  overwhelmed  and  ^crulhed 
by  unneceflary  ornaments.  The  time  for  difcrimination  feems  to  be  now  come. 
Toleration,  adoption,  and  naturalization  have  run  their  lengths.  Good  order 
and  authority  are  now  neceffary.  But  where  fliall  we  find  them,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  die  obedience  due  to  them  ?  We  muft  have  recourfe  to  the  old 
Roman  expedient  in  times  of  confufion,  and  chufe  a  diftator.  Upon  this 
principle,  I  give  my  vote  for  Mr.  Johnibn  to  fill  that  great  and  arduous  poft. 
And  I  hereby  declare,  that  I  make  a  total  furrender  of  all  my  rights  and 
privileges  in  the  Englilh  language,  as  a  free-bom  Britifh  fubjeft,  to  the  faid 
Mr.  Johnfon,  during  the  term  of  his  diftatorlhip.  Nay  more,  I  will  not 
only  obey  him,  like  an  old  Roman,  as  my  diftator,  but,  like  a  modem 
Roman,  I  will  implicitly  believe  in  him  as  my  Pope,  and  hold  him  to  be 
infallible  while  in  the  chair,  but  no  longer.  More  than  this  he  cannot  weU 
require  j  for,  I  prefume,  that  obedience  can  never  be  expefted,  when  there  is 
neither  terrour  to  enforce,  nor  intereft  to  invite  it. 

"  But  a  Grammar,  a  Diftionary,  and  a  Hiftory  of  our  Language  through 
its  feveral  ftages>  were  ftill  wanting  at  home,  and  importunately  called  for 
from  abroad.  Mr.  Johnfbn's  labours  will  now,  I  dare  fay,  very  fully  fupply 
that  want,  and  gready  contribute  to  the  farther  ipreading  of  our  language 
in  other  countries.  Learners  were  difcouraged,  by  finding  no  ftandard  to 
refort  to ;  and,  confcquendy,  thought  it  incapable  of  any.  They  will  now  be 
undeceived  and  encouraged.'* 

'This  courdy  device  failed  of  its  effeft.  Johnfon,  who  thought  that  "  all 
was  falfe  and  hollow,"  delpifed  the  honeyed  words,  and  was  even  indignant 
that  Lord  Chefterfield  Ihould,  for  a  moment,  imagine,  that  he  could  be  the 
dupe  of  luch  an  artifice.  His  expreflion  to  me  concerning  Lord  Chefterfield, 
upon  this  occafion,  was,  "  Sir,  afiier  nmaking  great  profeffions,  he  had,,  for 
many  years,  taken  no  notice  of  me ;  but  when  my  Diftionaiy  was  coming 
out,  he  fell  a  fcribbling  in  the  World  about  it.  Upon  which,  I  wrote  him  a 
letter,  expreffed  in  civil  terms,  but  fuch  as  might  fliew  him  that  I  did  not 
mind  what  he  faid  or  wrote,  and  that  I  had  done  with  him/' 

This  is  that  celebrated  letter,  of  which  fo  much  has  been  faid,  and  about 
which  curiofity  has  been  fo  long  excited,  without  being  gratified.  I  for  many 
years  folicited  Johnfon  to  favour  me  with  a  copy  of  it,  that  fo  excellent  a 
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compofition  might  not  be  loft  to  pofterity.  He  delayed  from  time  to  time  ,  '754*  ^ 
to  give  it  me;  till  at  laft  in  178 1,  when  we  were  on  a  vifit  at  Mr.  Dilly's,  ^tot.  4c. 
at  Southill  in  Bedfordfhire,  he  was  pleafed  to  diftate  it  to  me  from  memory. 
He  afterwards  found  among  his  papers  a  copy  of  it,  with  its  title  and  cor- 
redbions,  in  his  own  hand- writing.  Th;s  he  gave  to  Mr.  Langton ;  adding, 
that  if  it  were  to  come  into  print,  he  wifhed  it  to  be  from  that  copy.  By 
Mr.  Langton's  kindnefs,  I  am  enabled  to  enrich  my  work  with  a  pcrfc6t 
tranfcript  of  what  the  world  has  fo  eagerly  defired  to  fee. 

To  tb€  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield. 

^'  My  Lord,  Fcbroaiy,  175 J. 

"  I  HAVE  been  lately  informed,  by  the  proprietor  of  the  World,  that 
two  papers,  in  which  my  Diflionary  is  recommended  to  the  publick,  were 
written  by  your  Lordlhip.  To  be  fo  diftinguifhed,  is  an  honour,  which, 
being  very  litde  accuftomed  to  favours  from  the  great,  I  know  not  well  how 
to  receive,  or  in  what  terms  to  acknowledge. 

"  When,  upon  fome  flight  encouragement,  I  firft  vifited  your  Lordfhip, 
I  was  overpowered,  like  the  reft  of  mankind,  by  the  enchantment  of  your 
addrefsi  and  could  not  forbear  to  wifti  that  I  might  boaft  myfelf  Z>  vainqueur 
du  vainqueur  de  la  terre ;— that  I  might  obtain  that  regard  for  which  I  faw  the 
world  contending  j  but  I  found  my  attendance  fo  litde  encouraged,  that  neither 
pride  nor  modefty  would  fuffer  me  to  continue  it.  When  I  had  once  addreflcd 
your  Lordfhip  in  publick,  I  had  cxhaufted  all  the  art  of  pleafmg  which  a 
retired  and  uncourtly  fcholar  can  poflcls.  I  had  done  all  that  I  could;  and 
no  man  is  well  pleafed  to  have  his  all  negle6bed,  be  it  ever  fo  litde. 

"  Seven  years,  my  Lord,  have  now  paft,  fince  I  waited  in  your  outward 
rooms,  or  was  repulfed  from  your  door ;  during  which  rime  I  have  been  puih- 
ing  on  my  work  through  difficulties,  of  which  it  is  ufelefs  to  complain,  and 
have  brought  it,,  at  laft,  to  the  verge  of  publication,  without  one  aft  of  affift- 
ance',  one  word  of  encouragement,  or  one  fmile  of  favour.  Such  treatment 
I  did  not  expeft,  for  I  never  had  a  Patron  before. 

*  The  following  note  is  fobjoined  \tj  Mr.  Laogton.  **  Dr.  Johnfon,.  when  he  gave  me  this 
copy  of  his  letter,  defired  that  I  would  annex  to  it  his  information. to  me,  that  whereas  it  is  faid 
ia  the  letter  that  '  no  aMance  has  been  received,'  he  did  once  receive  from  Lord  Chefterficld  the 
fam  of  ten  pounds;  but  as  that  was  fo  inconfiderable  a  fum,  he  thought  the  mention  of  it  could 
not  properly  find  place  in  a  letter  of  the  kind  that  this  was*'^ 
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^^  The  fliepkcrd  in  Virgil  grew  at  laft  acquainted  with  Love,  and  found -him 
a  native  of  the  rocks. 

"  Is  not  a  Patron,  my  Lx>rd,  one  who  looks  with  unconcern  on  a  man 
ftruggling  for  life  in  the  water,  and,  when  he  has  reached  ground,  encumbers 
him  with  help  ?  The  notice  which  you  have  been  pleafed  t6  take  of  my 
labours,  had  it  been  early,  had  been  kind^'  but  it  has  been  delayed  till  I  am 
indifferent,  and  cannot  enjoy  it;  till  I  am  folitary,  and  cannot  ifnpart  it 9;  till 
1  am  known,  and  do  not  want  it.  I  hope  it  is  no  very  cynical  alperity  not  to 
confefs  obligations  where  no  benefit  has  been  received,  or  to  be  unwilling 
that  the  publick  fliould  confider  me  as  owing  that  to  a  Patron,  which  Provi- 
dence has  enabled  me  to  do  for  myfelf. 

**  Having  carried  on  my  work  thus  far  with  fo  little  obligation  to  iiny 
favourer  of  learning,  I  fliall  not  be  difappointed  though  I  fhould  conclude  it, 
if  Icfs  be  poflible,  with  lefs ;  for  I  have  been  long  wakened  from  that  dream 
of  hope,  in  which  I  once  boaftcd  myfelf  widi  fo  much  exultation,  ^ 

*^  My  Lord, 
"  Your  Lordihip's  moft  humble 
^^  Moft  obedient  fenrant, 

^  Sam.  JoansonV* 

■  *'  While  this  was  the  talk  of  the  town,  (fays  Dr.  Adams,  in  a  letter  to  me) 
I  happened  to  vifit  Dr.  Warburton,  who  finding  that  I  wais  acquainted  with 
Johnfon,  defired  me  earneftly  to  carry  his  compliments  to  him,  and  to  tell 
him,  that  he  honoured  him  for  his  manly  behaviour  in  rejeding  thefe  conde- 
fcenfions  of  Lord  Chefterfield,  and  for  refenting  the  treatment  he  had  received 
from  him,  with  a  proper  fpirit  Johnfon  was  yifibly pleafed  with  this  compliment, 

•  In  this  paffage  Dr.  Johofon  evidently  alludes  to  the  lofs  of  his  wife.  Wc  find  the  feme  tender 
ftcolled^ton  recurring  to  his  mind  upon  innumerable  occaiions  i  and*  perhaps,  no  man  «ver  more 
forcibly  felt  the  truth  of  the  fentiment  fo  elegantly  exprcflcd  by  my  friend  Mr.  Malone,  in  Ua 
prologue  to  Mr.  Jcphfon's  tragedy  of  "Julia  :" 

"  Vain— wealth,  and  fame,  and  fortune's  foflering  care, 
<•  If  no  fond  breaft  the  fplendid  blcffings  fliare  ; 
**  And,  each  day's  buftling  pageantry  once  paft, 
**  There,  only  there,  our  blifs  is  found  at  laft." 

*  Upon  comparing  this  copy  with  that  which  Dr.  Johnfon  dilated  to  me  fr6m  recolleaion,  the 
varis^tions  are  found  to  be  fo  flight,  that  this  muft  be  added  to  the  many  other  proofs  which  he 
gave  of  the  wonderful  extent  and  accuracy  of  his  memory* 
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for  he  had  always  a.  higji  opioion  of  Warburton/'^Indced,  the  force  of  mind     i-?  $4. 
which  appeared  in  this  letter,   was.  congenial  with   that  which  Warburton.  ^^Uf*^ 
himielf  amply^  pofleiled 

There  is  a  ctirious  minute  circumftance  which,  ftruck  me,  in  comparing  the*    : 
various  editions  of  Johnfon's  imitations  of  JuvenaL     In  the  tenth  Satire,, 
one  of  the  couplets  upon,  the  vanity  of  wifhes.  even  for  literary  diftindioa 
ftood  thus: 

"  Yet  think  wliat  ills  the  fcholar's  life  aflail, 
^^  Pride,  envy,  want,  tht  garret y  and  the  jail/' 

But  after  experiencing  the  uneafinefs  which  Lord  Chefterfield's  fallacious 
patronage  made  him  feel,  hedifmiffed  the  word  garret  from  the  fad  group, 
and  in  all  the  fiibfequent  editions  the  line  ftands 

"  Pride,  envy,  want,  the  Patron^  and  the  jail.'* 

'  That  Lord  Cheftcrfield  muft  have  been  mortified  by  the  lofty  contempt, 
and  polite,  yet  \xtn  fatire  with  which  Johnfon  exhibited  him  to  himfelf  in  this 
letter,  it  is  impofflble  to  doubt.  He,  however,  with  that  glofly  duplicity 
which  was  his  conftant  ftudy,  afFefted  to  be  quite  unconcerned.  Dr.  Adams 
mentioned  to  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley  that  he  was  forry  Johnfon  had  written  his 
letter  to  Lord  Chcfterfield.  Dodfley,  with  the  true  feelings  of  trade,  faid  **he 
was  very  forry  too ;  for  that  he  had  a  property  in  the  Diftionary,  to  which  his 
Lordfhip*s  patronage  might  have  been  of  confequence."  He  then  told  Dr. 
Adams,  that  Lord  Chcfterfield  had  fliewn  him  the  letter.  "  I  ftiould  have 
imagined  (replied  Dr.  Adams)  that  Lord  Cheftcrfield  would  have  concealed 
it.'*  "  Poh !  (laid  Dodfley)  do  you  think  a  letter  from  Johnfon  could  hurt 
Lord  ChefterfieH  ?  Not  at  all.  Sir.  It  lay  upon  his  table,  where  any  body 
might  fee  it;  He  read  it  to  me;  faid,  *this  man  has  great  powers,"  pointed 
out  the  fevereft  pafl!ages,  and  obferved  how  weU  they  were  exprefled.'*  This 
air  of  indifference,  which  impofed  upon  the  worthy  Dodfley,  was  certainly 
nothing  but  a  fpecimen  of  that  difllmulation  which  Lord  Cheftcrfield  inculcated 
as  one  of  the  moft  eflential  leflbns  for  the  conduft  of  life.  His  Lordftiip 
endeavoured  to  juftify  himfelf  to  Dodfley  from  the  charges  brought  againft 
him  by  Johnfon  i  but  we  may  judge  of  the  flimfinels  of  his  defence,  fi"om  his 
having  excufed  his  negleft  of  Johnfon,  by  faying  that  "  he  had  heard  he  had 
changed  his  lodgings,  and  did  not  know  where  he  lived  i"  as  if  there,  could 
have  been  the  fmalleft  difficulty  to  inform  himfelf  of  that  circumftance,  by        - 
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inquiring  in  the  literary  circle  with  which  his  Lordfliip  was  well  acquainted, 
and  was,  indeed^  himfelf  one  of  its  ornaments. 

Dr.  Adams  cxpoftulated  with  Johnfon,  and  fuggefled,  that  his  not  being, 
admitted  when  he  called  on  him,  was,  probably,  not  to  be  imputed  to  Lord 
Chefterfield  j  for  his  Lordfhip  had  declared  to  Dodfley,  that  "  he  would  have 
turned  off  the  beft  fervant  he  ever  had,  if  he  had  known  that  he  denied  him  to  a 
man  who  would  have  been  always  more  than  welcome;"  and,  in  confirmation  of 
this,  he  infifted  on  Lord  Chefterficld's  general  affability  and  eafmefs  of  accefs, 
cfpecially  to  literary  men,  "  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon)  that  is  not  Lord  Chefter- 
field i  he  is  the  proudeft  man  this  day  exifting."  "  No,  (faid  Dr.  Adams) 
there  is  one  perfori,  at  Icaft,  as  proud  5  I  think,  by  your  own  account,  you 
are  the  prouder  man  of  the  two."  *'  But  mine  (replied  Johnfon,  inftantly) 
was  defenfive  pride."  This,  as  Dr.  Adanls  well  obferved,  was  one  of  thofe 
happy  turns  for  which  he  was  {o  remarkably  ready. 

Johnfon  having  now  explicitly  avowed  his  opinion  of  Lord  Chefterfield, 
did  not  refrain  from  ejqpreffing  hioifelf  concerning  that  nobleman  with  pointed 
freedom :  "  This  man  (faid  he)  I  thought  had  been  a  Lord  among  wits ; 
but,  I  find,  he  is  only  a  wit  among  Lords ! "  And  when  his  Letters  to  his 
natural  fon  were  publifhed,  he  obferved,  that  ^^  they  teach  the  morals  of  a 
whore,  and  the  manners  of  a  dancing-mafter*." 

The  charader  of  a  "  refpeftable  Hottentot,''  in  Lord  Cheftcrfieki's  letters, 
has  been  generally  underflood  to  be  meant  for  Johnfon,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  it  was.     But  I  remember  when  the  Literary  Property  of  thofe  letters  was 

*  That  coHeAion  of  letters  cannot  be  vindicated  from  the  ferious  charge  of  encouraging,  in 
fome  pafTages,  one  of  the  vices  mod  deftrudive  to  the  good  order  and  comfort  of  fociety,  which 
his  Lordfhip  reprefents  as  mere  fafhionable  gallantry ;  and,  in  others,  of  incukating  the  bafe 
practice  of  diffimulation,  and  recommending,  With  difproportionate  anxiety,  a  perpetual  attention 
to  external  elegance  of  manner.  But  it  mufl,  at  the  fame  time  be  allowed,  that  they  contain  many 
good  precepts  of  condu^,  and  much  genuine  information  upon  life  and  manners,  very  happily 
exprefled  ;  and  that  there  was  coniiderable  merit  in  paying  fo  much  attention  to  the  improvement 
of  one  who  was  dependent  upon  his  Lordfhip's  protection  ;  it  has,  probably,  been  exceeded  in 
no  inftance  by  the  mod  exemplary  parent ;  and  though  I  can  by  no  means  approve  of  confounding 
the  diftindUon  between  lawful  and  illicit  offspring,  which  is,  in  effe^,  infulting  the  civil  eftablifh* 
ment  of  our  country,  to  look  no  higher ;  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  laudable  to  be  kindly  attentive  ^ 
to  thofe,  of  whofe  exigence  we  have,  in  any  way,  been  the  caufc.  Mr.  Stanhope's  charadler  has 
been  unjuftly  reprefented  as  diametrically  oppofite  to  what  Lord  Chefterfield  wifhed  him  x.o  be. 
He  has  been  called  dull,  grofs,  and  aukward  :  but  I  knew  him  at  Drefden,  when  he  was  Envoy  to 
that  court  j  and  though  he  could  not  boaft  of  the  graces,  he  was,  in  truth,  a  fenfible,  civil, 
well-behaved  man, 
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contefted  in  the  Court  of  SefHon  in  Scotland,  and  Mr.  Henry  Dundas,  one  of  the  i7y4- 
Counfel  for  the  proprietors,  read  this  charaflrer  as  an  exhibition  of  Johnfon,  Sir  ^^sm^. 
David  DaJrymple,  Lord  Hailes,  one^of  the  Judges,  maintained,  with  fomc 
warmth,  that  it  was  not  intended  as  a.  portrait  of  Johnfon,  but  of  a  late  noble 
Lord,  diftinguifhed  for  abftrufe  fcience,  I  haye  heard  JcAnfon  himftlf  talk 
of  the  charader,  and  lay  that  it  was  meant  for  George  Lord  Lyttelton,  in 
which  I  could  by  no  means  agree ;  for  his  Lordfliip  had  nothing  of  that 
violence  which  is  a  confpicuous  feature  in  the  compofition.  Finding  that  my 
illuftrious  friend  could  bear  to  have  it  fuppofed  that  it  might  be  meant  for 
him,  I  faid,  laughingly,  that  there  was  one  trait  which  unquelHonably  did  not 
belong  to  him ;  *^  he  throws  his  meat  any  where  but  down  his  throat/* 
"  Sir,  (faid  he)  Lord  Chefterfield  never  faw  me  cat  in  his  life*" 

On  the  6th  of  March  came  out  Lord  Bolingbrcdce's  works,  publiihed  by 
Mr.  David  Mallet.  The  wild  and  pernicious  ravings^  under  the  name  of 
"  Philofophy,"  which  were  thus  ufhered  into  the  world,  gave  great  ofience  to 
all  well-principled  men.  Johnibn,  hearing  of  their  tendency,  which  nobody 
diiputed^  was  rouied  with  a  juil:  indig^tion,  and  pronounced  this  memorable 
fentence  upon  the  noble  authour  and  his  editor.  <^  Sir,  he  was  a  fcoundrel, 
and  a  coward :  a  fcoundrel,  for  charging  a  blunderbufs  againft  religion  and 
morality ;  a  coward,  becaufe  he  had  not  refolution  to  fire  it  off  himfel^  but 
left  half  a  crown  to  a  beggarly  Scotchman,  to  draw  the  trigger  after  his 
death!''  Garrick,  who  I  can  atteil  £rqm  my  own  knowledge,  had  his  mind 
feafoned  with  pious  reverence,  and  fincerely  difapproved  of  die  infidel  writings, 
of  fevcral,  whom,  in  the  courfc  of  his  almofl  univerfal  gay  intercourle  with 
men  of  eminence,  he  treated  with  external  civility,  diftinguifhed  himfelf  upon 
this  occafion.  Mr.  Pelham  having  died  on  the  very  day  on  which  Lord 
Bolingbroke's  works  came  out,  he  wrote  an  elegant  Ode  on  his  deaths 
beginning 

'*  Let  others  hail  the  rifing  fun, 

"  I  bow  to  that  whofe  courfc  is  run.** 

in  which  is  the  following  ftanza : 

"  The  fame  fad  morn  to  church  and  ftate 
"  (So  for  our  fins  'twas  fix'd  by  fate,) 

"  A  double  ftroke  was  given; 
*'  Black  as  the  whirlwinds  of  the  Norths 
"  St.  John's  fell  genius  ifTued  forth, 

«  And  Pelham  fled  to  heaven." 
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» 754-  Johnfon  this  year  found  an  interval  of  leifure  to  make  an  excurfion  to  Oxford, 
ktat' 47*  ^^^  ^^  purpofe  of  confulting  the  libraries  there.  Of  this,  and  of  npiany  inte- 
refting  cifcumftances  concerning  him,  during  a  part  of  his  life  when  he  coir- 
verfed  hut  little  with  the  world,  I  am  enabled  to  give  a  particular  account,  by 
the  liberal  comnjumcation$  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton,  who  has 
obligingly  flirnilhed  me  with  fevcral  of  our  common  friend's  letters,  which  he 
has  illuftrated  with  notes.    ThefeJ  ihall  infert  in  their  proper  places. 

51?  fbe  Rev&end  Mr.  Thomas  Warton. 
'^  Sir, 

"  I T  is  but  an  ill  return  for  the  boot  with  which  you  were  pleafed  to 
favour  me ',  to  have  di^layed  my  thanks  for  it  till  now.  I  am  too  ^pt  to  be 
negligent  i  but  I  can  ncvier  deliberately  Ihew  my  difrepeft  to  a  man  of  your 
charafter:  and  I  now  pay  you  a  very  honeft  acknowledgement,  for  die 
advancement  of  the  literature  of  our  native  country.  You  have  fhewn  to 
all,  who  (hall  hereafter  attempt  the  ftudy  of  our  ancient  authours,  the  way  to 
fuccefs  i  by  diitftihg'  thefm  to  the  pertrfal  of  the  books  which  thofe  authours 
had  read.  Of  this  method,  Hughes*,  and  men  much  greater  than  Hughes, 
feem-  never  to  have  thought.  The  reafon  why  the  authours,  which  art  yet 
read,  of  the  fixteenth  century,  are  fo  little  underftood,  is^  that  they  are  read 
alone  j  and  no  help  is  borrowed  from  thofe  who  lived  with  them,  or  before 
them.  Some  part  of  this  ignorance  I  hope  to  remove  by  my  book  *,  which 
now  draws  towards  its  end ;  but  which  1  cannot  finifh  to  my  mind,  without 
vifiringthe  libraries  of  Oxford,  which  I,  therefore,  hope  to  fee  in  a  fortnight''. 
I  know  not  how  long  I  fhall  ftay,  or  where  I  (hall  lodge  j  but  fhall  be  fure 
to  look  for  you  at  my  arrival,  and  we  fhall*  eafily  fettle  the  reft.  I  am, 
'dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obedient,  &c. 

'*  [London,]  July  i6,  1754.  Sam..  Johnson/* 

Of  his  converiadon  while  at  Oxford  at  this  time,  Mr.  Warton  has  preferverf 
and  communicated  to  me  the  following  memorial,  which,  though  not  written 

5  •'  Obfcrvations  on  Spenfei^s  Fairy  Qoeen,  the  fiift  edition  of  which  was  now  juft  pnblilhed.'* 

♦  "  Hughes  publiihed  an  edition  of  Spcnfer."  «  '♦  His  Diaionary." 

«  "  He  came  to  Oxford  within  a  fortnight,  and  ftaycd  about  five  weeks.    He  lodged  at  a 

honfc  called  Kettd-hall,  near  Trinity  College.    But  during  this  vifit  at  Oxfoid,  he  coUeaed 

nothing  in  the  libraries  for  his  DiAionaiy." 
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with  all  the  care  and  attention  which  that  learned  and  elegant  writer  beftows 
on  diofe  compofirions  which  he  intends  for  the  publick  eye,  is  fo  happily 
exprefled'in  an  cafy  ftyle,  that  I  ihoiild  injure  it  by  any  alteration : 

**  When  Johnfon  came  t6  Oxford  ia  1754,  the  long  vacation  was  begin- 
ning, and  moft  people  were  leaving  the  place.  This  was  the  firft  time  of  his 
being  there,  after  quitting  the  Univerfity.  The  next  morning  after  his 
arrival,  he  wifhed  to  fee  his  old  College,  Pembroke.  I  went  with  him.  He 
was  highly  pleafed  to  find  all  the  CoUege-fervants  which  he  had  left  there 
ftill  remaining,  particularly  a  very  old  butler  j  and  expreffed  great  fatisfaftion 
at  being  recognifed  by  them,  and  converfed  with  them  familiarly.  He  waited 
on  the  mafter.  Dr.  Radciifie,  who  received  him  very  coldly.  Johnfon  at 
leaft  expeAed,  that  the  mafter  would  order  a  copy  of  his  Dictionary,  now 
near  publication :  but  the  mafter  did  not  choofe  to  talk  on  the  fubjeft,  never 
afked  Johnfon  to  dine,  nor  even  to  vilit  him,  while  he  ft^yed  at  Oxford. 
After  we  had  left  the  Lodgings,  Johnfon  faid  to  me,  ^  There  lives  a  man,  who 
Jives  by  the  revenues  of  literature,  and  will  not  move  a  finger  to  fupport  it. 
If  I  come  to  ^vt  at  Oxfotd,  I  fhall  take  up  my  abode  at  Trinity.'  We  then 
called  on  the  Reverend  Mr.  Meeke,  one  of  the  fellows,  and  of  Johnfon's 
ftanding.  Here  was  a  moft  cordial  greeting  on  both  .fides.  On  leaving  him, 
Johnfon  laid,  '  I  ufed  to  chink  Meeke  had  excellent  parts,  when  we  were 
boys  together  at  the  College :  but,  alas ! 

^  Loft  in  a  convent's  folitary  gloom !  * 

'  I  remember,  at  the  claf&cal  lefture  in  the  Hall,  I  could  not  bear  Meeke's 
fuperiority,  and  I  tried  to  fit  as  far  from  him  as  I  could,  that  I  might  not 
hear  him  confbuc.* 

"  As  we  were  leaving  the  College,  he  faid,  <  Here  I  tranflated  Pope's 
Mefliah.    Which  do  you  diink  is  the  beft  line  in  it  ?    My  own  fevourite  is, 

*  Vattis  aromaticas  fundit  Saranica  nubes.* 

I  told  him,  I  thought  it  a  very  fonorous  hexameter^  I  did  not  tell  him«  it  was 
not  in  the  Virgilian  ilyle^  He  much  regretted  that  his  Jirft  tuf  or  was  dead  % 
for  whom  he  fee^tied  to  retain  the  gi^ateft  reg^.  He  faid,  ^  I  once  Ivid  been 
a  whole  QK)rning  Aiding  \^JkaUng\  in  Chrift-Church  Meadow,  and  miflfed  his 
Jefture  :in  logick.  After  dinner,  he  fent  for  me  to  his  room,  I  expefl;!^  a 
Iharp  rebuke  for  my  idlencfs,  and  we;it  with  a  beating  heart.  When  we  were 
ifcated^  he  told  njc  he  h^d  fent  for  me  to  drink  a  gla6  of  wine  widi  him,  and 
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'754-  to  tell  me,  he  was  not  angry  with  me  for  miffing  his  kdhire.  This  was,  ia 
Wt".  47!  ^^>  ^  ^^*  fevere  reprimand  Some  more  of  the  boys  were  then  fcnt  for^ 
and  we  ipent  a  very  pleafant  afternoon.'  Befides  Mr.  Mcekc,  there  was  only 
one  other  Fellow  of  Pembroke  now  refident :  from  both  of  whom  Johnlbn 
received  the  greateft  civilities  during  this  vifit,  and  they  prefled  him  very  much 
to  have  a  room  in  the  College. 

"  In  the  courfe  of  this  vifit  (1754),  Johnibn  and  I  walked,  three  or  four 
times,  to  EUsfield,  a  village  beautifully  fituatcd  about  three  miles  from  Oxford> 
to  fee  Mr.  Wife,  Radclivian  librarian^  with  whom  Johnfon  was  much  pleafed. 
At  this  place,  Mr.  Wife  had  fitted  up  a  houfe  and  gardens,  in  a  fingular 
manner,  but  with  great  tafte.  Here  was  an  excellent  library  i  particularly, 
a  valuable  coUedkion  of  books  in  Northern  literature,  with  which  Johnfon  was 
often  very  bufy.  One  day  Mr.  Wife  read  to  us  a  differtation  which  he  was 
preparing  for  the  prefs,  intided^  *  A  Hiftory  and  Chronology  of  the  fabulous 
Ages.'  Some  old  divinities  of  Thrace,  related  to  the  Titans,  and  called  the 
Cabiri,  made  a  very  important  part  of  the  theory  of  this  piece;  and  in 
converfation  afterwards,  Mr.  Wife  talked  much  of  his  Cabiri.  As  we 
returned  to  Oxford  in  the  evening,  I  out-walked  Johnfon,  and  he  cried  out 
Suffiaminay  a  Latin  word  which  came  from  his  mouth  with  peculiar  grace,, 
and  was  as  much  as  to  fay.  Put  on  your  drag-chain.  Before  we  got  home,  I 
again  walked  too  fall  for  him  i  and  he  now  cried  out>  *  Why,  you  walk 
as  if  you  were  purfued  by  all  the  Cabiri  in  a  body.'  In  an  evening,  we 
frequently  took  long  walks  from  Oxford  into  the  country,  returning  to  fup- 
pen  Once,  in  our  way  home,,  we  viewed  the  ruins  of  the  abtues  of  Ofeney 
and  Rewley,  near  Oxford.  After  at  leaft  half  an  hour's  filence,  Johnfoa 
faid,  *  I  viewed  them  with  Indignation!*  We  had  then  a  long  converfation 
on  Gothick  buildings  j  and  in  talking  of  the  form  of  old  halls,  he  faid,  *  In 
thefe  halls,  the  fire-place  was  anciently  always  in  the  middle  of  the  room> 
till  the  Whigs  removed  it  on  one  fide.' — ^About  this  time  there  had  been  aa 
execution  of  two  or  three  criminals  at  Oxford  on  a  Monday.  Soon  after- 
wards, one  day  at  dinner,  I  was  faying  that  Mr.  Swinton  the  chaplain  of  the 
gaol,  and  alfo  a  frequent  preacher  before  the  Univerfity,  a  learned  man,  but 
often  thoughdefs  and  ablent,  preached  the  condemnation-fermon  on  repentance> 
before  the  convifts,  on  the  preceding  day,  Sunday :  and  that  in  the  clofe  he 
told  his  audience,  that  he  Ihould  give  them  the  remainder  of  what  he  had  to 
fay  on  the  fubjedt,  the  next  Lord's  Day.'  Upon  which,  one  of  our  company, 
a  Doftor  of  Divinity,  and  a  plain  matter-of-faft-man,  by  way  of  offeriiig  an 
apology  for  Mr.  Swinton,  gravely  remarked,  that  he  had  probably  preached 
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the  fame  fermon  before  the  Univcrfitjr :  *  Yes,  Sir,  (fays  Johnfon)  but  .the 
Univerfity  were  not  to  be  hanged  the  next  morning/  ' 

<^  I  forgot  to  oWerve  before,  that  when  he  left  Mr.  Meeke,  (as  I  have 
told  above)  he  added,  *  About  the  fame  time  of  life,  Meeke  was  left  behind 
at  Oxford  to  feed  on  a  Fellowfhip,  and  I  went  to  London  to  get  my  living : 
now.  Sir,  fee  the  difference  of  our  literary  charafters !" 

The  following  letter  was  written  by  Dr,  Johnfon  to  Mr.  Chambers,  of 
Lincoln  College,  now  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  one  of  the  Judges  in  India ^r 

^0  Mr.  Chambers,   of  Uncoln  College. 

'«  Dear  Sir, 

"THE  commiflion  which  I  delayed  to  trouble  you  with  at  your 
departure,  I  am  now  obliged  to  fend  you  \  and  beg  that  you  will  be  fo  kind  as 
to  carry  it  to  Mr.  Warton,  of  Trinity,  to  whom  I  fhould  have  written  imme- 
diately, but  that  I  know  not  if  he  be  yet  come  back  to  Oxford. 

"  In  die  Catalogue  of  MSS.  of  Gn  Brit,  fee  vol.  L  pag.  i8.  MSS.  Bodl. 
Martyrium  XV.  martyrumjyi  JulkmOy  auHore  Tbeophylaffo. 

"  It  is  defired  that  Mn  Warton  will  inquire,  and  fend  word,  what  will  be 
the  coft  of  tranfcribing  this  manufcript. 

^^  Vd.  II.  pag.  31.  Num.  loai.  58.  Coll.  Kdv.-^^ommentaria  in  J3a 
ApoftoL^'-'Omment.  m  Septem  Ep^flolas  Cnbolicas. 

"  He  is  defired  to  tell  what  is  the  age  of  each  of  thefe  manufcripts ;  and 
what  it  will  coft  to  have  a  trtofcrtpt  of  die  two  firft  pages  of  each. 

"  If  Mr.  Warton  be  not  in  Oxford,  you  may  try  if  you  can  get  it  done 
by  any  body  elfe ;  or  ftay  till  he  comes,  according  to  your  own  convenience. 
It  is  for  an  Italian  lUerato. 

«  The  aafwer  is  to  be  dire&cd  to  his  Excellency  Mr.  Zon,  Venetian  Refi- 
dent,  Soho-iquare. 

"  I  hope,  dear  Sir,  that  you  do  not  regret  the  change  of  London  for 
Oxford.  Mr.  Baretti  is  well,  arid  Mifs  Williams  ^  and  we  fhall  all  be  glad 
to  hear  from  you,  whenever  you  fhall  be  fo  kind  as  to  write  to.  Sir, 

"  Your  mofl  humble  fervant, 

•♦  Nov.  21,  1754.  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

The 

^  Communicated  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  ThcMaas-  Wanon«  who  has  the  original. 
^  **  1  prefumc  (he  was  a  relation  of  Mr.  Zachariah  Williams,  who  died  in  his  eighty-third 
year,  July  12,  1755.    When  Dr.  Johnfon  was  with  me  at  Oxford^  in  1755,  he  gave  (o  the 
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The  degree  of  Matter  of  Arts,  which,  it  has  been  obferved,  could  not  be 
obtained  for  him  at  an  early  period  of  his  life,  was  now  confidered  as  an  honour 
of  confiderable  importance,  in  order  to  grace  the  title-page  of  his  Diftionary ; 
and  his  chara6ter  in  the  literary  world  being  by  this  time  defervedly  high,  his 
friends  thought  that  if  proper  exertions  were  made,  the  Uniyerlity  of  Oxford 
would  pay  him  the  compliment. 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Wahton, 

^'  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  A  M  extremely  obliged  to  you  and  to  Mr.  Wife,  for  the  uncom- 
mon care  which  you  have  taken  of  my  intereft^:  if  you  can  accomplifh 
your  kind  defign,  I  Ihall  certainly  take  me  a  little  habitation  among  you. 

"  The  books  which  I  promifcd  to  Mr.  Wife ',  I  have  not  been  able  to 
procure :  but  I  fhall  fend  him  a  Finnick  Di6tionary,  the  only  copy,  perhaps, 
in  England,  which  was  prefcntcd  me  by  a  learned  Swede :  but  I  keep  it  back, 
that  it  may  make  a  fet  of  my  own  books  of  the  new  edition,  with  which  I 
ftiall  accompany  it,  more  welcome.     You  will  affure  him  of  my  gratitude. 

^  Poor  dear  Collins  * !— Would  a  letter  give  him  any  pleafure  ?  I  have  a 
mind  to  write. 

*^  I  am  glad  of  your  hindrance  in  your  Spenferian  dcfign  \  yet  I  would  not 
have  it  delayed.     Three  hours  a  day  ftokn  from  flqep  and  amufemcnt  will 

Bodleian  Library  a  thin  qoarto  of  twenty^onc  pages*  a  woik  in  Italian^  widi  an  Englifli  tranilation 
pn  the  oppoiite  page.  The  Englifh  title-page  is  this  :  *  An  Account  of  an  Attempt  to  afcettain 
the  Longitude  at  Sea,  by  an  exad  Variation  of  the  Magnettcal  Needle,  &c«  By  Zachariah 
l^lliams.  London,  printed  for  Dodiley,  1755/  The  Englifh  tranilation,  from  the  ftiongeft 
internal  marks,  is  unqueftionably  the  work  of  Johnfon.  In  a  bJank  leaf,  Johnfon  bias  written  the 
age,  and  time  of  death,  of  the  authour  Z.  Williams,  as  I  ha?e  faid  above.  On  another  blank 
kaf,  is  pafted  a  paragraph  from  a  newfpaper,  of  the  death  and  chara^r  of  Williams,  which  is 
plainly  written  by  Johnfon*  He  was  very  anxious  about  placing  this  book  in  ihe  Bodleian  :  ^nd, 
for  fear  of  any  omiffion  or  miftake,  he  entered,  in  the  great  Catalogue,  the  title-page  of  it,  witft 
his  own  hand," 

9  *<  In  procuring  him  the  degree  of  Mafter  of  Arts  by  diploma  af  Oxfor<k" 

■  **  Lately  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  and  at  this  time  Radclivian  librarian,  at  Oxford.  He 
was  a  man  of  very  confiderable  learning,  and  eminently  (killed  in  Roman  and  Anglo-Saxon  3Qti« 
quities.    He  died  in  1767." 

*  *'  Collins  (the  poet)  was  at  this  time  at  Oxford,  on  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Warton ;  but  labooiing 
mder  the  mod  deplorable  languor  of  body,  and  dejecUon  of  mind." 

»  '«  Of  publilhing  a  volume  of  Obfcrvations  on' the  bfcft  of  Spenicr  s  works.  It  was  hindered  by 
my  tating  pupils  in  this  College." 
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produce  it.    Let  a.Servitour*  tranfcribe  the  quotations,  and  interleave  them      17^4- 
with  references,  to-  fave  time.     This  will  Ihorten  the  work,   and  leffen  the  ^iT;    "^ 
fatigue. 

^  Can  I  do  any  thing  to  promoting  the  diploma  ?  I  would  not  be  wanting 
to  co-operate  with  your  kindnefs  \  of  which,  whatever  be  the  efFedt,  I  Ihall 
be>  dear  Sir, 

'  '  I       *'  Your  moil  obliged,  &c. 

*•  [London,]  Nov.  28,  1754.  '  Sam.  John  SON." 

^0  the  J^me^ 
''  Dear  Sir, 

>^  I  Alii  extreniely  fenfible  of ^ the  favour  done  me,  both  by  Mr.  Wife 
and  yourfclf,  '  The  book  ^  cannot,  I  think,  be  printed  in  lefs  than  fix  weeks> 
n^r  probably  fo  foon ;  and  I  will  kfeep  back  the  dtle-page,  for  fuch  an  infer- 
tion  as  you-  feem  to  promifc  me.  '  Be  pleafcd  to  let  me  know  what  money  I 
fliall  fend  you,  for  bearing  the  cxpence  of  the  affair :  and  I  will  take  care 
that  you  may  have  it  ready  H  your  haAd. 

t  *'  I  had  lately  the  fevour  of  a  letter  fjx)m  your  brother,  with  fome  account 
of  poor  ColliQs,  for  whom!  am  much  concerned,  I  have  a  notion,  that  by 
very  great  temperance,  or  more  properly  abftinence,  he  may  yet  recover. 

"  There  is  an  old  Engltfli'and  Latin  book  of  poems  by  Barclay,  called 
•  The  Ship  of  Fools  5'  at  the  end  of  which  are  a  number  of  Eglogues^  fo  he 
writes  it,  {roiBo^Egldgay  which  are  probably  the  firft  in  our  language.  If  you 
cannot  find  the  book,  I  will  get  Mr.  Dodfley  to  fend  it  you. 

**  I  fhall'be  extremely  glad  to  hear  from  you  again,  to  know  if  the  afFair 
proceeds  ^.  I  have  mentioned  it  to  none  of  my  friends,  for  fear  of  being 
laughed  at  for  my  difitppointment 

*^  Vou  know  pdor  Mr.  Dodfley  has  loft  his  wtfej  I  believe  he  is  much 
sifife6ted,  I  hope  he  will  not  fiiffer  fo  much  as  I  yet  fufFer  for  the  lofs  of 
mine. 

I  have  ever  lince  feemed  to  myfelf  broken  off"  from  mankind  5  a  kind  of 
folitary  wanderer  in  the  wild  of  life,  without  any  direftion,  or  fixed  point 
of  view :  a  gloomy  gazer  on  a  world  to  which  I  have  little  relation.  Yet  I 
would  endeavour,  by  the  help  of  you  and  your  brother,  to  fopply  the  want  of 

4  ««  Young  fladents  of  the  loweft  rank  at  Oxford  are  fo  called." 
»  «  Hia  Di^lionary."  «  5^  Of  the  degree  at  Oxford*'* 
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I7J4.-     clofer  union,  by  friendfliip :  and  hope  to  have  long  the  pkafurc  of  beings 

^.45!  dear  Sir, 

^*  Moll  afFeftionately  your*s, 
«*  [London,]  Dec.  2i»  I7;4.  Sam.  JohnsOn/* 

i7j^.  In  1755  we  behold  him  to  great  advantage ;  his  degree  of  Matter  of  Arts 
conferred  upon  him,  his  Diftionary  publilhed,  his  correfpondence  animated^ 
his  benevolence  exercifed 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  wrote  to  you  fomc  weeks  ago,  but  believe  did  not  diredb 
accurately,  and  therefore  know  not  whether  you  had  my  letter,  I  woukl^ 
likewife,  write  to  your  brother,  but  know  not  where  to  find  him.  I  now 
begin  to  fee  land,  after  having  wandered,  according  to  Mr.  Warburton's 
phrafe,  in  this  vaft  fea  of  words.  What  reception  I  fliall  meet  with  on  the 
ihore,  I  know  not ;  whether  the  ibund  of  bells,  and  acclamations  of  the 
people,  which  Ariofto  talks  of  in  his  laft  Canto,  or  a  general  murmur  of 
^  diflike,  I  know  not :  whether  I  fhall  find  upon  the  coaft  a  Calyplb  that  wiU 
court,  or  a  Polypheme  that  will  refift.  But  if  Polypheme  comes,  have  at 
his  eyes.  I  hope,  however,  the  criticks  will  let  me  be  at  peaces  for  though 
I  do  not  much  fear  their  fkill  and  ilrength,  I  am  a  little  afraid  of  mjrlel^  and 
would  not  willingly  &el  fo  much  ill-will  in  my  bolbm  as  literary  quarrels  are 
apt  to  excite. 

"  Mr.  Barretti  is  about  a  work  for  which  he  is  in  great  want  of  Crefcirabeni, 
which  you  may  have  again  when  you  pleafe. 

/«  There  is  nothing  conliderable  done  or  doing  among  us  here.  We  are 
not,  perhaps,  as  innocent  as  villagers,  but  moft  of  us  feem  to  be  as  idle.  I 
hope,  however,  you  are  bufy;  and  Ihould  be  glad  to  know  what  you  art: 
domg.    I  am,  deareft  Sir,  .  . 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

^London,]  Feb.  i,  1755.  S  AM.  JOHNSON." 

5ri  the  fame. 
^'  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  received  your  letter  this  day,  with  great  fenfe  of  the  fevour 
that  has  been  done  me  ^  5  for  which  I  return  my  moft  fincere  thanks :  and 

7  '<  His  degree  had  now  paft,  accofding  to  the  ofual  form«  the  fuffrages  of  the  heads  of  Colleges ; 
but  was  not  yet  finally  grant^  by  the  Univerfity.  It  was  carried  without  a  fingle  diflentient  voice." 
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^trcar  you  to  pajr  to  Mr.  Wife  fuch  returns  as  I  ought  to  make  for  fo  much      17^5. 
kindnefs  fo  little  dcfcrvcd.  ^xZrt 

"  1  fent  Mr.  Wife  the  Lexicon,  and  afterwards  wrote  to,  him  j  but  know 
not  whether  he  had  either  the  book  or  letter.  Be  fo  good  as  to  contrive  to 
enquire, 

*^  But  why  does  my  dear  Mr.  Warton  tell  me  nothing  of  himfelf  ?  Where 
hangs  the  new  volume  *  ?  Can  I  help  ?  Let  not  the  p^  labour  be-loft,  for 
want  of  a  little  more  :  but  fnatch  what  time  you  can  from  the  Hall,  and  the 
pupils,  and  the  cofFee-houfe,  and  the  parks,  and  complete  your  defign. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

•'  [Ix)iidonj  Fc?*4.  175?.  Sam.  John^on;* 

To  the  /ante. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  HAD  a  letter  laft  week  from  from  Mr.  Wife,  but  have  yet  hearcj 
liothing  from  you,  nor  know  in  what  ftate  my  affair  ftands '  j  of  which  I  beg 
you  to  inform  me,  if  you  can,  to-monx>w,  by  the  return  of  the  poft. 

'^  Mr.  Wife  fends  me  word,  that  he  has  not  had  the  Finnick  Lexicon  y^U 
which  I  fent  fome  time  ago ;  and  if  he  has  it  not,  you  muft  enquire  after  it. 
However,  do  not  let  your  letter  ftay  for  that. 

"  Your  brother,  who  is  a  better  correfpondent  than  you,  and  not  much 
better,  fends  me  word,  that  your  pupils  keep  you  in  College :  but  do  they 
keep  you  from  writing  too?  Let  them,  at  leaft,  give  you  time  to  write 
to,  dear  Sir, 

^  Your  tmSl  afFeftionate,  &c. 
^'i;Lowloa,]  Feb,  15,  175J.  Sam.  Johnson.'" 

To  the  fame. 
♦<  Dear  Sir, 

"  Dr.  King  ■  was  with  me  a  few  minutes  befcre  your  letter;  this^ 
however,  is  the  firft  inftance  in  which  your  kind  intentions. to  me  have  ever 
been  fruftrated  *.     I  have  now  the  fiiU  efFeft  of  your  care  and  benevolence  s 

»  "  On  Spcnfcr/*  »  '♦  Of  the  degree.'* 

"  "  Principal  of  Saint  Mary  Hall  at  Oxford.  He  brought  with  him  the  diploma  from 
Oxford." 

*  "  I  fuppofe  Johnfon  means  that  my  kind  httentton  of  being  the  firft  to  give  him  the  good  news 
of  the  degree  being  granted  wd^$  fruftrated,  becaafe  Dr.  King  brought  it  before  my  intelligence 
arrived." 
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1755.     and  am  far  from  thinking  it  a  flight  honour,  or  a  fmaU  advantage;    fince  it 
Ifiutt  46.'  ^^  ^^  P"^  *^  enjoyment  of  your  convcrfation  more  frequently  in  the  power 
of,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obliged  and  affedtionatc 

**  Sam#  Johnson. 

«  P.  S.  I  have  enclofed  a  letter  to  the  Vice-Chancellor',  which  you  will 
read  -,  and,  if  you  like  it,  feal  and  give  him. 

"  [London,]  Feb.  175 J.'* 

As  the  publick  will  doubtlefs  be  pleafed  to  ftc  the  whole  progrefs  of  this 
well-earned  academical  honour,  I  fliall  infert  the  Chancellor  of  Oxford's  letter 
to  the  Univerfity*,  the  diploma,  and  Johnfon's  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Vice- 
Chancellor* 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Huddestord,  Vice-Chancellor  rf  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  to  he  communicated  to  the  Heads  ofHoufeSy  andpropofed  in  Convocation^ 

*'  Mr.  Vice-Chancellor,  and  Gendemen, 

"  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson,  who  was  formerly  of  Pembroke  CoUcgCi 
having  very  eminently  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  the  publication  of  a  fcries  of 
elTays,  excellendy  calculated  to  form  the  manners  of  the  people,   and  in 
which  the  caufe  of  religion  and  morality  is  every  where  maintained  by  the 
'  ftrongeft  powers  of  argument  and  language,    and .  who  fliordy  intends  to 

publifli  a  Didionary  of  the  Englifli  Tongue,  formed  on  a  new  plan,  and 
excputed  with  the  greateft  labour  and  judgement;  I  perfuade  myfelf  that  I 
fliall  aft  agreeably  to  the  fentiments  of  ihe  whole  Univerfity,  in  defiring 
that  it  may  be  propofed  in  convocation  to  confer  on  him  the  degree  of  Matter 
of  Arts  by  diploma,  to  which  I  readily  give  my  confcnt  i  and  am, 

"  Mr.  Vice-Chancellor,  and  Gendemen, 

"  Your  affeftionate  friend  and  fcrvant, 
*'  Grofvcnor-ftwet,  Fcb.4,  175;.  A R  R  A N.'^ 


5  •*  Dr.  Huddcsford,  Prcfidcnt  of  Trinity  College/ 

*  Extra^ed  from  the  Convocation-Regifter,  Oxford. 


"  Diploma 
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Tcrin.S«  1 
Hilarii.     l  €c  DiPLOMA  MaOISTRI    TohNSON. 

>755-     J 

^'  CANCELLARIUSy  Magiftri  et  Scholares  VniverfitatU  Oxmenfis 

ommbus  ad  quos  hoc  prefens  Jcriptum  fervenerit^  Jalutem  in  Domino  fempitemam. 

/*  Ciim  eum  in  finem  gradus  academici  a  majoribus  noftris  inftituti  fuerinty  ut 
viri  in^enio  et  do^rind  praftantes  tittdis  quoque  pr^eter  cateros  infignirentur  \  cumque 
vir  doHiffimus  Samuel  John/on  ?  Collegio  Pembrocbienjiy  Jcriptis  Juis  popularium 
mores  infomumtilms  dudum  liter ato  orbi  innotuerit-,  quin  et  lingU4e  patriae  turn 
omanda  turn  ftahilienda  (Lexicon  Jcilicet  Anglicanum  fummo  ftudio^  Jummo  a  fe 
judicio  congeftum  propediem  editurus)  etiam  nunc  utiliffimam  impendat  aperam  s  Nos 
igitur  CanceUariuSy  Magiftri^  et  Scholares  antediSliy  ni  virum  de  Uteris  humani^ 
mbus  optimi  meritum  diutius  inbonoratum  pratereamuSy  in  Jolenm  Convocatione 
Doaorumy  Mapftrorumy  Regentiumy  et  non  Regentiumy  decimo  die  Menfis  Februarii 
Amo  Domini  MUlefimo  Septengenteffimo  ^inquagefimo  quinto  habitdy  pr^efatum 
virum  Samuelem  John/on  (c(m/pirantibus  omnium  Juffragiis)  magiftrum  in  artibus 
renunciavimus  et  conftituimus ',  eumqucy  virtute  prdffentis  diphmatisy  Jingulis  juribus 
privilegiis  et  honoribus  ad  ijium  gradum  quiqni  p^rtinentibus  /rui  et  gaudere 
juffimus. 

"  In  cujus  rei  teftinmium  Jigillum  Univerfitatis  Oxmienjis  prafentibus  apponi 
fecimus. 

"  Datum  in  Dmo  mjhra  Cmoocationis  die  IQP  Menfis  Feb.  Amo  Dom. 
pr^ediHo. 

"  Diphmajupr a  Jcriptum  per  Regiftrarium  le£lum  eraty  et  ex  decreto  venerabilis 
Domiis  communi  Univerfitatis JigiUo  munitumK** 

Dom.  Doctori  Huddesford,  Oxokiensis  AcADEMiiB  Vice- 

Cancellario. 

''  INGRATUS  plarii  et  tibi  et  mihi  videoTy  mfi  quanto  me  gaudia 
affecerinty  quos  nuper  mihi  honores  (te  credo  auSlore)  decrevit  S^natus  Academicusy 
liter arumy  quo  tamen  nihil  levius,  officioy  fignificem :  ingratus  etiamy  nifi  cmitatem^ 
^  vir  eximius^  mihi  veftri  teftinmium  amor  is  in  manus  tradidity  apfofcam  et 
kudem.    Si  quid  eft  undi  ret  tarn  grat^e  accedat  gratiay  hoc  ipfo  magis  mihiplacet^ 

'  The  orignal  is  in  my  poileffion. 

«  Wc  may  conceive  wluit  a  high  gratification  it  maft  have  been  to  Johnfon  to  receive  his 
diploma  from  the  handi  of  the  gieai  Dr.  Ki  mq,  whofc  pxiuciples  were  fo  congenial  with  his  own. 

X  2  quod 
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quod  eo  tempore  in  ordines  Academicos  denuo  cooptatus  fim^  quo  tuam  imminuere 
auSoritatem^  famamque  Oxonii  Udercy  omnibus  madis  conantur  homines  vafriy  nee 
tamem  acuti:  quibus  egOy  frout  viro  umbratico  licuit,  femper  refiiii,  Jemper 
reftiturus.  ^i  enim,  inter  has  rerum  procellas^  vel  Tibi  vel  Academia  dejuerity 
ilium  virtuti  et  Uteris ^  ftbique  et  pofteris^  defuturum  exijiimo. 

"  S.  Johnson/'v 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton, 

*'  Dear  Sir, 

"  AFTER  I  received  my  diploma,  I  wrote  you  a  letter  of  thanks^ 
with  a  letter  to  the  Vice-Chancellor,  and  fent  another  to  Mr.  Wife ;  but  have 
heard  from  nobody  fmce,  and  begin  to  think  myfelf  forgotten.  It  is  true, 
I  fent  you  a  double  letter,  and  you  may  fear  an  expenfive  correlpondent  i  but 
I  would  have  taken  it  kindly,  if  you  had  returned  it  treble :  and  what  is  a 
double  letter  to  s,  petty  king,  that  having  fellow/hip  and  fines y  can  fleep  without 
a  Modus  in  bis  bead'^  ? 

*^  Dear  Mr-  Warton,  let  me  hear  from  you,  and  tell  me  fomething,  I  care 
not  what,  fo  I  hear  it  but  from  you.  Something  I  will  teU  you  :-r-I  hope  to 
fee  my  Diftionary  bound  and  lettered,  next  week ; — vafid  mole  fuperbus.  And 
I  have  a  great  mind  to  come  to  Oxford  at  Eafter ;  but  you  will  not  invite- 
me.  Shall  I  come  uninvited,  or  ftay  here,  where  nobody  perhaps  would  mifa^ 
me  if  I  went  ?     A  hard  choice  !     But  fuch  is  the  world  to,  dear  Sir, 

Your,  &c. 

**  [London,]  March  20,  1755.  Sam.  Johnson/' 

?*(?  the  Jarne^ 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"  THOUGH  not  to  write,  when  a  man  can  write  fo  well,  is  an 
offence  fufficiently  heinoub,  yet  I  Ihall  pais  it  by.  I  am  very  glad  that  the 
Vice-Chancellor  was  pleafed  with  my  note.  I  JQiall  impatiently  expeft  you  at 
London,  that  we  may  confider  what  to  do  next.  *  I  intend  in  Ae  winter  to 
open  a  Bibliotbtquey  and  remember,  diat  you  are  to  fdsfcribe  a  Iheet  a  year^ 
let  us  try,  likewife,  if  we  cannot  perfuade  your  brother  to  fubfcribe  another, 

^  "  The  words  m  ItaKcks  are  aHufions  to  paffages  b  Mr.  Warton's  poem,  called   '  The 
Pbogrcss  of  Diicontknt/  nowlatety  publifhed." 

4  My 
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My  book  is  now  coming  in  luminis  oras.  What  will  be  its  fate  I  know  not, 
nor  think  much,  becaufe  thinking  is  to  no  purpofe.  It  muft  ftand  the  cenfure 
of  the  great  vulgar  andtbejmall\  of  thofe  that  underftand  it,  and  that  under- 
ftand  it  not.  But  in  all  this,  I  fuffer  not  alone :  every  writer  has  the  fame 
difficulties,  and,  perhaps,  every  writer  talks  of  them  more  than  he  thinks. 

"  You  will  be  pleafed  to  make  my  compliments  to  all  my  friends :  and  bp 
fo  kind,  at  every  idle  hour,  as  to  remember,  dear  Sir, 

*^  Your,  &c. 

*'  [London,]  March  25,  175J.  Sam.  Jchnson." 

Dr.  Adams  told  me,  that  this  fcheme  of  a  Bihliotheque  was  a  ferious  one ; 
for  upon  his  vifiting  him  one  day,  he  found  his  parloul"  floor  covered  with 
parcels  of  foreign  and  Englifh  literary  journals,  and  he  told  Dr.  Adams  he 
meant  to  undertake  a  Review.  *'  How,  Sir,  (faid  Dr.  Adams,  can  you 
think  of  doing  it  alone  ?  All  branches  of  knowledge  muft  be.  confidered  in 
it.  Do  you  know  Mathematicks  ?  Do  you  know  Natural  Hiftory  ?"  Johnfbn 
anfwered,  "  Why,  Sir,  I  muft  do  as  well  as  I  can.  My  chief  purpofe  is  to 
give  my  countrymen  a  view  of  what  is  doing  in  literature  upon  the  continent; 
and  I  Ihall  have,  in  ^  good  meafiire,  the  choice  of  nrty  fubjeft,  for  I  fhall 
feleft  luch  books  as  I  beft  underftand."  Dr.  Adams  fuggefted,  that  as  Dr. 
Maty  had  juft  then  finilhcd  his  Bihliotheque  Britamique,  which  was  a  well 
executed  work,  giving  foreigners  an  account  of  Britifh  publications,  he  might, 
with  great  advantage,  allume  him  as  an  afliftant.  "  He,  (faid  Johnfon,)  the 
little  black  dog  1  I'd  throw  him  into  the  Thames."  The  fcheme,  however, 
was  dropped. 

In  one  of  his  little  memorandum-books  I  find  the  following  hints  for  his 
intended  Review  or  Literary  Journal :  ^  The  Annals  of  Literature,  foreign  as 
well  as  domeftick.  Imitate  Lc  Clerk— Bayle — ^Barbeyrac.  Infelicity  of  Jour- 
nals in  England.  Works  of  the  learned.  We  cannot  take  in  alL  Some- 
times copy  from  foreign  Journalifis.     Always  tell,'' 

To  Dr.   BiRCHr 
**  Sir,  March  29,  17 jj. 

"  I  HAVE  fent  fomc  parts  of  my  Diftionary,  ilich  as  were  at  handy 
for  your  infpeftion.  The  fiivour  which  I  beg  is,  that  if  you  do  not  like 
ttiem  you  will  fay  nothing.     I  am.  Sir, 

^  •'  Your  moft  afiedionate  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson/' 
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To  Mr^  Samuel  Johnsok* 

«  Sir,  Norfolk-ftrect,  April  3,  17JJ. 

"THE  part  of  your  Diftionary  which  you  have  favoured  me  with 
the  fight  of  has  given  me  fuch  an  idea  of  the  whole,  that  I  moll  fincerely 
congratulate  the  publick  upon  the  acquifition  of  a  work  long  wanted,  and 
now  executed  with  an  induftry,  accuracy,  and  judgement,  equal  to  the 
importance  of  the  fubjed.  You  might,  perhaps,  have  chofen  one  in  which 
your  genius  would  have  appeared  to  more  advantage ;  but  you  could  not 
have  fixed  upon  any  other  in  which  your  labours  would  have  done  fuch  fub- 
ftantial  fervice  to  the  prefent  age  and  to  pofterity.  I  am  glad  that  your 
health  has  fupported  the  application  neceflary  to  the  performance  of  {o  vaft  a 
taik  i  and  can  undertake  to  promife  you  as  one  (though  perhaps  the  only) 
reward  of  it,  the  approbation  and  thanks  of  every  wcU-wifher  to  the  honour 
of  the  Englifh  language.  I  am,  with  the  greateft  regard^  Sir, 
^*  Your  mofl:  faithful 

**  And  moft  afieftionate  humble  fervant, 

^^  Tho-  Birch/' 

Mr.  Charles  Bumey,  who  has  fince  diftinguiifhed  himfelf  fo  much  in  the 
fcicnce  of  Mufick^  and  obtained  a  Dodor's  degree  from  the  Univcrfity  of 
Oxford,  had  been  driven  from  the  capital  by  bad  health,  and  was  now  refiding 
at  Ljoin  Regis,  in  Norfolk.  He  had  been  fo  much  delighted  with  Johnfon's 
Rambler,  and  the  Plan  of  his  Dictionary,  that  when  the  great  work  was 
announced  in  the  newipapers  as  nearly  finifhed,  he  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnfon, 
begging  to  be  informed  when  and  in  what  manner. his  Didtionary  would  be 
pubUfhed;  intreating,  if  it  fliould  be  by  fubfcription,  or  he  fliould  have  any 
books  at  his  own  dilpofal,  to  be  favoured  with  fuc  copies  for  himfelf  and 
friends. 

In  anfwer  to  this  application.  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  the  following  letter,  ofr  which 
(to  ufe  Dr.  Bumey's  own  words)  "  if  it  be  remembered  that  it  was  written 
to  an  obfcure  young  man,  who  at  this  time  had  not  much  diflinguiflied  him- 
felf even  in  his  own  profeflion,  but  whofe  name  could  never  have  reached 
the  authour  of  The  Rambler,  the  politenefs  and  urbanity  may  be  oppofed  to 
fome  of  the  ftories  which  have  been  lately  circulated  of  Pr.  Johnfon's  natural 
rudcnefs  and  ferocity." 

Tq 
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To  Mr.  BuRNEY,   in  Lyme  Regisy  Norfolk. 

^'  Sir, 

^MF  you  imagme  that  by  delaying  my  anfwer  I  intended  to  fhew  any 
ncgleft  of  the  notice  with  which  you  have  favoured  me,  you  will  neither 
think  juftly  of  yourfelf  nor  of  me.  Your  civilities  were  offered  with  too 
much  elegance  not  to  engage  attention ;  and  I  have  too  much  pleafure  in 
pleafing  men  like  you,  not  to  feel  very  fenfibly  the  diftinftion  which  you  have 
bellowed  upon  me. 

**  Few  confcquences  of  my  endeavours  to  pleafe  or  to  benefit  'mankind 
have  delighted  me  more  than  your  friendfhip  thus  voluntarily  offered,  which 
now  I  have  it  I  hope  to  keep,  becaufe  I  hope  to  continue  to  deferve  it. 

'^  I  have  no  Diftionaries  to  difpofe.  of  for  mylelf,  but  fhall  be  glad  to  have 
you  direft  your  friends  to  Mr.  Dodfley,  becaufe  it  was  by  his  recommendation 
that  I  was  employed  in  the  work. 

"  When  you  have  leifure  to  think  again  upon  me,  let  me  be  favoured  with 
another  letter;  and  another  yet,  when  you  have  looked  into  my  Didionary. 
If  you  find  faults,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  mend  them  j  if  you  find  none,  I  fhall 
think  you  blinded  by  kind  partiality :  but  to  have  made  you  partial  in  his 
favour,  will  very  much  gratify  the  ambition  of.  Sir, 

"  Your  mofl  obliged 

"  And  mofl  humble  fervant, 

«*  Goagh.fquarc,  Flcct-ftrcct,  SaM.   JoHNSON." 

April  8,  1755. 

Mr.  Andrew  Millar,  bookfeller  in  the  Strand,  took  the  principal  charge  of 
conducing  the  publication  of  Johnfbn's  Didionary ;  and  as  the  patience  of  the 
proprietors  was  repeatedly  tried  and  almofl  exhaufted,  by  their  expefting  that 
the  work  would  be  completed  within  the  time  which  Johnfon  had  fanguinely 
fuppofed,  the  learned  authour  was  often  goaded  to  difpatch,  more  efpecially  as 
he  had  received  all  the  copy-money,  by  different  drafts,  a  confiderable  time 
before  he  had  finifhed  his  tafk.  When  the  meflcnger  who  carried  the  lafl  fheet 
to  Milku-  returned,  Johnfon  afked  him,  "  Well,  what  did  he  fay  ?" — "  Sir, 
(anfwered  the  meffenger)  he  faid,  thank  God  I  have  done  with  him."  "  I  am 
glad  (replied  Johnfon,  with  a  fmile,)  that  he  thanks  God  for  any  thing*."    It 

*  Sir  John  Hawkins,  P*  54i«  inferts  two  notes  as  having  pafled  formally  between  Andrew 
Millar  and  Johnfon>  to  the  above  effeA.  I  am  aiTuied  this  was  not  the  cafe.  In  the  way  of  inci- 
dental  rsmark  it  was  a  pleafant  play  of  railleiy.  To  have  deliberately  written  notes  in  fach 
terms  would  have  been  morofe. 
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is  remarkable,  that  thofe  with  whom  Johnfdn  chiefly  contrafted  for  his  literary 
labours  were  Scotchmen,  Mr.  Millar  and  Mr.  Strahan.  Millar,  though 
himfelf  no  great  judge  of  literature,  had  good  fenfe  enough  to  have 
for  his  friends  very  able  men  to  give  him  their  opbion  and  advice  in  the 
purchafe  of  copy-right ;  the  confequence  of  which  was  his  acquiring  a  very 
large  fortune,  with  great  liberality.  Johnfon  faid  (rf  him,  "  I  refpeft  Millar, 
Siri  hi  has  raifed  the  price  of  literature.''  The  fame  praife  may  be  jufljy 
given  to  Pancoek,  the  eminent  bookfeller  of  Paris.  Mr.  Strahan's  liberality, 
judgement,  and  fuccefs,  are  well  known. 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton. 

**  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  A  M  grieved  that  you  Ihould  think  me  capable  of  neglefting  your 
letters ;  and  beg  you  will  never  admit  any  fuch  fufpicion  again.  I  purpofe  to 
come  down  next  week,  if  you  fhall  be  there ;  or  any  other  week,  that  fhall 
be  more  agreeable  to  you.  Therefore  let  me  know.  I  can  flay  this  vifit  but 
a  week,  but  intend  to  make  preparations  for  a  longer  flay  next  time  i  being 
refolved  not  to  lofe  fight  of  the  Univerfity.  How  goes  Apollonius'  ?  Don't 
Jet  him  be  forgotten.  Some  things  of  this  kind  muft  be  done,  to  keep  us  up. 
Pay  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Wife,  and  all  my  otfier  friends.  I  think  to 
comt  to  Kettel-HalL    I  am.  Sir, 

«^  Your  mofl:  affeftionate,  &c- 

f'  [London,]  May  ij,  1755.  SaM.  JohnsON/' 

To  the  fame. 
*'  Dear  Sir, 

**  IT  is  fl:range  how  many  things  will  happen  to  intercept  every 
pleafure,  though  it  [be]  only  that  of  two  friends  meeting  together.  I  have 
promifed  myfelf  every  day  to  inform  you  when  you  might  expeft  mc  at 
Oxford,  and  have  not  been  able  to  6x  a  time.  The  time,  however,  is,  I 
think,  at  laft  come ;  and  I  promifc  myfelf  to  repofe  in  Kettel-Hall,  cMie  of  die 
firfl:  nights  of  the  next  week.  I  am  afraid  my  fl:ay  with  you  cannot  be  long ; 
but  what  is  the  inference  ?  We  mufl:  endeavour  to  make  it  chearful.  1  wifh 
your  brother  couH  meet  us,  that  we  might  go  and  drink  tea  with  Mr.  Wife  in 
^  body.     I  hope  he  will  be  at  Oxford,  or  at  his  neft:  of  Britifti  and  Saxon 

^  **  A  tranflation  pf  AppoIIonius  Rhodias  was  now  intended  by  Mr.  Wirton." 

antiquities. 
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•ntiquities*.     I  fliall  cxpeft  to  fee  Spenfcr  finifhed,  and  many  other  things      i75S- 
begun.    Dodfley  is  gone  to  vifit  the  Dutch.    The  Dictionary  fells  well.    The  ISJITI^! 
reft  of  the  world  goes  on  as  it  did.    Dear  Sir, 

"  Your  nioft  afFcdtionate,  &c. 
••  [London,]  June  lo,  1755.  SaM.  Johnson/1 

To  the  fame. 
^  Dear  Sir, 

"TO  talk  of  coming  to  you,  and  not  yet  to  come,  has  an  air  of 
trifling  which  I  would  not  willingly  have  among  you ;  and  which,  I  believe, 
you  will  not  willingly  impute  to  me,  when  I  have  told  you,  that  fincc  my 
J>romife,  two  of  our  partners*  are  dead,  and  that  I  was  folicited  to  fulpend  my 
cxcurfion  till  we  could  recover  from  our  confufion. 

*^  I  have  not  laid  afide  my  purpofe ;  for  every  day  makes  me  more  impa- 
tient of  ftaying  from  you.  But  death,  you  know,  hears  not  Applications,  nor 
pays  any  regard  to  the  convenience  of  mortals.  I  hope  now  to  fee  you  next 
Week  J  but  next  week  is  but  another  name  for  to-morrow,  which  has  been 
noted  for  promifing  and  deceiving. 

«  I  am,  &c. 
•     «  [London,]  June  24,  1755.  Sam.  JOHNSO N.*'^ 

To  the  Jame. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

•M  TOLD  you,  that  among  the  manufcripts  arc  fome  things  of  Sir 
Thomas  More.  I  beg  you  to  pafs  ai>  hour  in  looking  on  them,  and  procure 
a  tranfcript  of  the  ten  or  twenty  firft  lines  of  each,  to  be  compared  with  what 
I  have  J  that  I  may  know  whedier  they  are  yet  unpublifhed.  The  manufcripts 
are  thefe : 

«  Catalogue  of  Bodl.  MS.  pag.  122.  F.  3.  Sir  Thoma$  More. 

*^  I.  Fall  of  angek.  a.  Creation  and  fall  of  mankind,  j.  Determination 
of  the  Trinity  for  the  refcue  of  mankind,  4,  Five  led^res  of  our  Saviour's 
paffion.  5.  Of  the  inftitution  of  the  facrament,  three  ledhires.  6.  How  to 
receive  the  bleffed  body  of  our  Lord  facramentally.  7.  Neomenia,  the  acw 
jnoon.     S.  Be  triftiHa^  Udio^  pavore^  et  oratme  Cbrijli^  ante  capionem  ejusp 


'  "  At  Ellsfield,  a  village  thi«e  miles  from  Oxford; 
*  '*  Bookf^ers  concerned  in  his  Dictionary." 


^^  Catalogue, 
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'75 J-         "  Catalogue,  pag,  154.     Life  of  Sir  Thomas  More,     ^.  Whether 
's^zCli^  Roper'5  ?    Pag.  363.   De  refignatume  Magm  SigilU  in  manus  Regis  per  D. 
Tbomam  Morum.    Pag.  364.  Mori  Drfenjio  Msrue. 

<^  If  you  procure  the  young  gentleman  in  the  library  to  write  out  what  you 
think  fit  to  be  written,  I  will  fend  to  Mr.  Prince  the  bookfcller  to  pay  him 
what  you  (hall  think  proper. 

'  "  Be  pleafed  to  make  my  compliments  to  Mr,  Wife,  and  all  my  friends* 
I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  afFedtionate,  &c. 

«  [London,]  Aug.  7,  1755.  S  AM.  JOHNSON.*' 

The  Dictionary,  with  a  Grammar  and  Hiftory  of  the  Englifh  Language^ 
being  now  at  length  publilhed,  in  two  volumes  folio,  the  world  contemplated 
with  wonder  {o  ftupendous  a  work  atchieved  by  one  man,  while  other  countries 
had  thought  luch  undertakings  fit  only  for  whole  academies.  Vaft  as  his  powers 
were,  I  cannot  but  think  that  his  imagination  deceived  jiim,  when  he  fuppofed 
that  by  conftant  application  he  might  have  performed  the  tafk  in  three  years* 
I^et  the  Preface  be  attentively  perufed,  in  which  is  given,  in  a  clear,  ftrong,  and 
glowing  ftyle,  a  comprehenfive,  yet  particular  view  of  what  he  had  done  j  and 
it  will  be  evident,  that  the  time  he  employed  upon  it  was  comparatively  ihort. 
\  am  unwilling  to  fwell  my  book  with  long  quotations  from  what  is  in  every 
body's  hands  j  and  I  believe  there  are  few  profe  compofitions  in  the  Englifh 
language  that  are  read  with  naore  delight,  or  are  more  impreflfed  upon  the 
memory,  than  that  preliminary  diffcourfe.  One  of  its  excellencies  has  always 
ftruck  mc  with  pecuKar  admiration  \  \  mean  the  perlpicuity  with  which  he  has 
expreflfed  abfb^  fcientifick  notions.  As  an  inflance  of  this,  I  fhall  quote  the 
following  fentence :  "  When  the  radical  idea  branches  out  mto  parallel  ramifi- 
cations, how  can  a  confecutive  feries  ht  formed  of  fenfes  in  their  own  nature 
collateral  ?*'  We  have  here  an  example  of  what  has  been  often  faid,  and  I 
believe  with  juilice,  that  there  is  for  every  thought  a  certab  nice  adaptation  of 
words  which  none  other  could  equal,  and  which,  when  a  man  has  been  fb 
fortunate  as  to  hit,  he  has  attained,  in  that  particular  cafe,  to  the  perfcdtion  of 
language. 

The  extenfive  reading  which  was  abfohitely  ncceflkry  for  the  accumulatieii 
of  authorities,  and  which  alone  may  account  for  Johnfoa^s  retentive  mind  being 
enriched  with  a  very  large  and  various  ftore  of  knowledge  and  imagery,  mufl 
have  occupied  feveral  years.  The  Prefece  fornifhes  an  eminent  mffance  of 
a  double  talent,  of  which  Johnfon  was  folly  confcious.  Sir  Jolhua  ReynoWs 
4  has 
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his  heard  him  fay,  ^^  There  are  two  things  which  I  am  confident  I  can  do      nss- 
very  well :  one  is  an  introduftion  to  any  literary  work,  fbting  what  it  is  to  iBtetTTd! 
contain,  and  how  it  fhould  be  executed  in  the  moft  perfeft  manner  j  the  other 
n  a  condufion,  fhewing  from  various  caufcs  why  the  execution  has  not  been 
equal  to  what  the  authour  promifed  to  htmfelf  and  to  die  publick/' 

How  &ould  puny  fcribblers  be  abafhed  and  difappointed,  when  they 
find  him  difplaying  a  perfeA  theory  of  lexicographical  excellence,  yet  at  the 
lame  dme  candidly  and  modeftly  aUowing  that  he  <'  had  not  fadsfied  his  own 
cxpedadons/'  Here  was  a  £iir  occafion  for  the  exercife  of  Johnfon's  modefly, 
when  he  was  called  upon  to  compare  his  own  arduous  performance,  not  with 
diofe  of  odier  individuals,  (in  which  cafe  his  inflexible  regard  to  truth  would 
have  been  violated,  had  he  af}e£^ed  diffidence,)  but  with  ipeculative  perfedion; 
as  he,  who  can  outflrip  all  his  competitors  in  the  race,  may  yet  be  fenfible  of 
his  deficiency  when  he  runs  againfl  time.  Well  might  he  fay,  that  "  the 
Englifh  Dictionary  was  written  with  litde  afiiflance  of  the  learned  i"  for  he  told 
me,  diat  the  only  aid  which  he  received  was  a  paper  containing  twenty  etymo^ 
logics,  icnt  to  him  by  a  perfbn  then  unknown,  who  he  was  afterwards  informed 
was  Dr.  Pearce,  Bifhop  of  Rochefler.  The  etymolo^es,  though  they  exhibit 
learning  and  judgement,  are  not,  I  think,  entitled  to  the  firfl  praife  amongfl 
the  various  parts  of  this  immenfe  work.  The  definitions  have  always  appeared 
to  me  fuch  aftonifhing  proofs  of  acutenefs  of  intelleft  and  precifion  of  lan-^ 
guage,  as  indicate  a  genius  of  the  highefl  rank.  This  it  is  which  marks  the 
fuperiour  excellence  of  Johnfon's  Di6ticnary  over  others  equally  or  even  more 
voluminous,  and  mufl  have  made  it  a  work  of  much  greater  mental  labour 
than  mere  Lexicons,  or  fFbrd  Bcoks^  as  the  Dutch  call  them.  They,  who  will 
make  the  experiment  of  trying  how  they  can  define  a  few  words  of  whatever 
nature,  will  fbon  be  fatisfied  of  the  unqueflionable  juftice  of  this  obfervation, 
which  I  can  afliire  my  readers  is  founded  upon  much  fhidy,  and  upon  com- 
munication with  more  minds  than  my  own. 

A  few  of  his  definitions  mufl  be  admitted  to  be  erronedus.  Thus,  Wmd- 
ward  and  Leewardy  though  dire&ly  of  oppofite  meaning,  are  defined  identically 
the  fame  way  i  as  to  which  inconfiderable  fpecks  it  is  enough  to  obferve,  that 
his  Preface  announces  that  he  was  aware  there  might  be  many  fuch  in  fb 
immenfe  a  work  j  nor  was  he  at  all  difconcerted  when  an  inflance  was  pointed 
out  to  him.  A  lady  once  afked  him  how  he  came  to  define  Pajiem  the  knee 
of  a  horfe :  inflead  of  making  an  elaborate  defence,  as  fhe  expedted,  he  at 
once  anfwered,  "  Ignorance,  Madam,  pure  ignorance."  His  definition  of 
network  has  been  often  quoted  with  fportive  malignity,  as  obfcuring  a  thing 
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in  itfelf  very  plain.  But  to  thefe  frivolous  ceniurcs  no  other  anlwcr  is  necei^ 
fary  than  that  with  which  we  arc  fumilhed  by  his  own  Prefece.  **  To  explain, 
requires  the  uie  of  terms  lefs  abftruie  than  that  which  is  to  be  explained^  and 
fuch  terms  cannot  always  be  found.  For  as  nothing  can  be  proved  but  by 
fuppofing  fomething  intuitively  known,  and  evident  without  proof,  fo  nothii^ 
can  be  defined  but  by  the  ufe  of  words  too  plain  to  admit  of  definition.  Some- 
times eaiier  words  are  changed  into  harder  s  as,  butfitd^  into  Jepulture  or 
intirment  5  dry^  into  defiecative ;  drynefsy  into  ficcity  or  aridity  i  fity  into 
^aroxyfm ;  for,  the  eafiefi  word>  whatever  it  be,  can  never  be  tranflated  into 
one  more  eafy." 

His  introducing  his  own  opinions,  and  even  prejudices,  under  general 
definitions  of  words,  while  at  the  fame  time  the  original  meaning  of  the 
words  is  not  explained,  as  his  ^oryy  Wbig^  Pen/ion^  Oats,  Excife,  and  a  few 
more,  .cannot  be  fully  defended,  and  muft  be  placed  to  the  accoiMit  of  capricious 
and  humourous  indulgence.  Talking  to  me  upon  this  fubjeft  when  we  were 
at  Afhboume  in  1777,  he  mentioned  a  ftiU  fbonger  inftance  of  the  predomi- 
nance of  his  private  feelings  in  the  compofition  of  this  work,  than  any  now 
to  be  found  in  it^.  "  You  know.  Sir,  Lord  Gower  forfook  the  old  Jacobite 
intereft.  When  I  came  to  die  woFd  Renegado,  after  telling  that  it  meant  ^one 
who  deferts  to  the  enemy,  a  revolter,^  I  added.  Sometimes  we  Jay  a  Gower  • 
Thus  it  went  to  the  prefs  i  but  the  printer  had  more  wit  than  I,  and  ftruck 


it  out." 


Let  it,  however,  be  remembered,  that  this  indulgence  doesr  not  dlfplay 
itfelf  only  in  larcafm  towards  others,  but  fometimes  in  playful  allufion  to  the 
notions  commonly  entertained  of  his  own  laborious  tafk.  Thus:  "  Grub- 
fireet,  the  name  of  a  ftreet  in  London,  much  inhabited  by  writers  of  fmall 
hifborics,  diSlionarieSy  and  temporary  poems;  whence  any  mean  produdtion 
is  called  Grub-Jtreet.''^^^^  Lexicografbefy.  a  writer  of  diftionaries,,  a  bandejs 
drudger 

At  the  time  when  he  was  concluding  his  very  eloquent  Preface,  Johnfon's 
mind  appears  to  have  been  in  fuch  a  flate  of  deprelTion,  that  we  cannot  con- 
template without  wonder  the  vigorous  and  fplendid  thoughts  which  ici  highly 
diftinguilh  that  performance.  «'  I  (fays  he)  naay  furely  be  contented  without 
the  praife  of  perfeftion^  which  if  I  could  obtain  in  this  gloom  of  folitude, 
what  would  it  avail  me  ?  I  have  protrafted  my  work  till  moft  of  thofe  whom 
I  wilhed  to  plcafe,  have  funk  into  the  grave;  and  fuccefs  and  mifcarriage  arc 
empty  founds.  I  therefore  difmifs  it  with  frigid  tranquillity,  having  litde  to 
fear  or  hope  from  cenfurc  or  from  praife/'    That  this  indifference  was  rather 
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a  temporary  than  an  habitual  feeling,  appears,  I  think,  from  his  letters  to  »7jf^ 
Mr.  Warton  i  and  however  he  may  have  been  afFefted  for  the  moment,  ff^{.^[ 
certain  it  is  that  the  honours  which  his  great  work  procured  him,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  were  very  grateful  to  him.  His  friend  the  Earl  of  Corke  and 
Orrery,  being  at  Florence,  prefented  it  to  the  Academia  della  Crufca,  That 
Academy  fent  Johnfon  their  Vocabularioy  and  the  French  Academy  fent  him 
their  DiSimnairej  which  Mr.  Langton  had  the  plealure  to  convey  to  him. 

It  muft  undoubtedly  feem  ftrange,  that  the  conclufion  of  his  Preface 
ihould  be  exprelied  in  terms  fo  deiponding,  when  it  is  confidered  that  the 
authour  was  then  only  in  his  forty-fixth  year.  But  we  muft  afcribc  its  gloom 
to  that  miferable  dejedion  of  fpirits  to  which  he  was  conftitutionally  fubjeft, 
and  which  was  aggravated  by  die  death  of  his  wife  two  years  before.  I  have 
heard  it  ingenioufly  obferved  by  a  lady  of  rank  and  elegance,  that  "  his  melan- 
choly was  then  at  its  meridian."  It  pleafed  God  to  grant  him  almoft  thirty 
years  of  life  after  this  time ;  and  once,  when  he  was  in  a  placid  frame  of  mind, 
he  was  obliged  to  own  to  me  that  he  had  enjoyed  happier  days,  and  had  had 
many  more  friends,  fince  that  gloomy  hour  than  before. 

It  is  a  fad  faying,  thsff^  "  moft  of  thofe  whom  he  wilhed  to  pleafe  had  funk 
into  the  grave  /'  *  and  his  cafe  at  forty-five  was  lingukrly  unhappy,  unlefs  the 
circle  of  his  friends  was  very  narrow.  I. have  often  thought,  that  as  longevity 
is  generally  defired,  and,  I  believe,  generally  expefted,  it  would  be  wife  to  be 
continually  adding  to  the  number  of  our  friends,  that  the  lols  of  fome  may  be 
fupplied  by  others.  Friendfhip,  '*  the  wine  of  life,'*  fhould,  like  a  well- 
ftocked  cellar,  be  thus  continually  renewed  j  and  it  is  confolatory  to  think, 
that  although  we  can  feldom  add  what  will  equal  the  generous  firft-growths  of 
cur  youth,  yet  friendfhip  becomes  inlcnfibly  old  in  much  lefs  time  than  is  com- 
monly imagined,  and  not  many  years  are  required  to  make  it  very  mellow 
and  pleafant.  Warmth  will,  no  doubt,  make  a  confiderable  difference.  Mea 
of  affedtionate  temper  and  bright  fancy  will  coalefce  a  great  deaf  fooner  than 
thoft  who  are  cold  and  dull* 

The  propofition  which  I  have  now  endeavoured  to  illuftrate  was,,  at  an 
after  period  of  his  life,  the  opmion  of  Johnfon  himfelf.  He  faid  to  Sir  Jofhua 
Reynolds,  "  If  a  man  docs  not  make  new  acquaintance  as  he  advances  through 
life,  he  wiU  foon  find  himfelf  left  alone.  A  man.  Sir,  fhould  keep  his  friend- 
fhip in  conftata  repair  J^ 

The  celebrated  Mr.  Wilkes,  whofe  notions  and  habits  of  life  were  very 
oppofite  to  his,  but  who  was  ever  eminent  for  literature  and  vivacity,  fallied 
forth  with  a  litde  Jeu  d"  EJpit  upon  the  following  palTage  in  his  Grammar  of 
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the  Englifh  Tongue,  prefixed  to  the  Diftionary :  «  H  feldom,  periiaps  never, 
begins  any  but  the  firft  fyllable/'  In  an  eflay  printed  in  the  Publick  Advcr- 
tifer,  this  lively  writer  enumerated  many  inftances  in  oppofition  to  this  remarks 
for  example,  "  The  authour  of  this  obfervation  muft  be  a  man  of  a  quick 
appre-JjenfioHy  and  of  a  moft  C(nnfre4>enfive  genius."  The  pofition  is  un* 
doubtedly  exprefled  with  too  much  latitude. 

This  light  fally,  we  may  fuppofe,  made  no  great  imprcflion  on  our  Lexi- 
cographer, for  we  find  that  he  never  altered  the  paffagc. 

He  had  the  pkaiure  of  being  treated  in  a  very  different  manner  by  his  old 
pupil  Mn  Ganick,  in  the  following  complimentary  Epigram : 

On  Johnson's  Dictionarv. 

^*  TALK  of  war  with  a  Briton,  he'll  boldly  advance, 
*'  That  one  Englifh  fbldier  will  beat  ten  of  France; 
**  Would  we  alter  thq  boaft  from  the  fword  to  the  pen, 
^«  Our  odds  are  fHU  greater,  fliU  greater  our  men : 
^  ^'  In  the  deep  niines  of  fcience  though  Frenchmen  may  toil, 

*^  Can  their  ftrength  be  compared  to  Locke,  Newton,  and  Boyle  ? 

"  Let  them  rally  their  heroes,  fend  forth  all  their  pow'rs, 

•«  Theu-  verfe-men  and  profe-men  j  then  match  them  with  ours ! 

^^  Firft  Shaklpeare  and  Milton,  like  gods  m  the  fight, 

**  Have  put  their  whole  draxna  and  epic  to  flight ; 

**  In  fatires,  epifUes,  and  odes,  woukl  they  cope, 

*«  Their  numbers  retreat  before  Dryden  and  Pope; 

**  And  Johnfon,  well  arm'd  like  a  hero  of  yore, 

<^  Has  beat  fprty  French ',  and  will  beat  forty  more ! " 

Johnfon  this  year  gave  at  once  a  proof  ^  his  benevolence,  quicknefs  of 
apprehenfion,  and  admirable  art  of  compofidon,  in  the  aififlance  which  he 
gave  to  Mn  Zachariah  Williams,  fathe/of  the  blind  lady  whom  he  had 
humanely  received  under  his  roof.  Mr.  Williams  had  followed  the  profeflion 
of  phyfick  in  Wales ;  but  having  a  very  ftrong  propenfity  to  the  ftudy  of 
natural  philofbphy,  had  made  many  ingenious  advances  towards  a  difcovery  of 
the  lon^tude,  and  repaired  to  London  in  hopes  of  obtaining  the  great  par- 
Jiamentary  reward.    He  failed  of  fuccefss  but  Johnfon  having  made  himfelf 

^  Tb^  number  of  the  Fxencb  Academy  employed  in  fettling  their  language. 
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nufter  of  his  principles  and  experiments,  wrote  for  him  a  pamphlet,  piibliihed  '75?. 
in  quarto,  with  the  foUowii^  title ;  "  An  Account  of  an  Attempt  to  afcertain  ^toTlS! 
the  Longitude  at  Sea,  by  an  exaft  Theory  of  the  Variation  of  die  magnetical 
Needier  with  a  TaMe  of  the  Variations  at  the  moft  remarkable  Cities  in 
Europe,  from  the  year  1660  to  i86a''  To  diffufe  it  more  extenfively,  it 
was  accompanied  with  an  Italian  tranflation  on  the  oppofite  page,  which  it  is 
fiippofed  was  the  work  of  Signor  Baretri,  an  Italian  of  confiderable  literature, 
who  having  come  to  England  a  few  years  before,  had  been  employed  in  the 
capacity  both  of  a  language-mafter  and  an  atrthour,  and  formed  an  intimacy 
with  Dr.  Johnfon.  This  pamphlet  Johnfon  prefented  to  the  Bodleian  Library  ♦• 
On  a  blank  leaf  of  it  is  pafted  a  paragraph  cut  out  of  a  ncwlpaper,  con- 
taining an  account  of  the  death  and  charader  of  Williams,  plainly  written  by 
Johnfon  K 

In  July  this  year  he  had  formed  fome  fcheme  of  mental  improvement,  the 
particular  purpofe  of  which  does  not  appear.  But  we  find  in  his  "  Prayers 
and  Meditations,"  p.  24,  a  prayer  entitled  "  On  the  Study  of  Philofophy,  as 
an  Inftrument  of  living  -"  and  after  it  follows  a  note,  **  This  ftudy  was  not 
purfued.** 

In  1756  Johnfon  found  that  the  great  feme  of  his  Dictionary  had  not  fet  ^15^* 
Wm  above  the  neceflity  of  ^*  making  provifion  for  the  day  that  was  pafling 
over  him/'  No  royal  or  noble  patron  extended  a  munificent  hand  to  give 
independence  to  the  man  who  had  conferred  liability  on  the  language  of  his 
Country.  We  may  feel  indignant  that  there  fhould  have  been  foch  unworthy 
negleA ;  but  we  miuft,  at  the  fame  rime,  congratulate  ourfelves,  that  to  this 
very  negleft,  operating  to  roufe  the  natural  indolence  of  his  conftiturion,  we 
owe  many  valuable  produftions,  which  othcrwife,  perhaps,  might  never  have 
appeared.  / 

He  had  fpenty  during  the  progrefs  of  the  work,  the  money  for  which  he  had 
contraAed  to  write  his  Dictionary.  We  have  feen  that  the  reward  of  his 
kbour  was  only  fifteen  hundred  and  fe venty-five  pounds  j  and  when  the  expence 
of  amanuenfes  and  paper,  and  other  articles  arc  deducted,  his  clear  profit  was 

/  •♦ 

*-  See  note  l^  Mr.  Warton,  p.  149. 

'  "  On  Saturday  the  izth^  about  twdve  at  nighty  died  Mr.  Zachariah  Williams,  in  hiseii^ty;- 
third  year,  after  an  illnefs  of  eight  months,  in  full  pofleffion  of  his  mental  faculties.  He  has  been 
long  known  to  philofophers  and  feamen  for  his  ficiU  in  magnetifm,  and  his  piopofal  to  afcertain 
the  longitude  by  a  peculiar  fyftem  of  the  variation  of  the  compafs.  He  was  a  man  of  induftry 
iadefatigaUe,  of  coftveriacion  inoffenfive,  patient  of  adverfity  and  difeafe,  eminently  febcr,  teoN 
perate,  and  pious ;  and  worthy  to  have  ended  life  with  better  fortune.'* 

very 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tbi  TjHELIFEOF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

1756.  verjr  inconfiderable.  I  once  faid  to  him  *^  I  am  forry.  Sir,  you  did  not  get 
^ut.  4.>  "^^^^  ^^^  yourDiftionary."  His  anfwer  was,  «  I  am  forry  too.  But  it  was 
very  well.  The  bookfellers  are  generous  liberal-minded  men."  He,  upon 
all  occafions,  did  ample  juftice  to  their  charafter  in  this  refpeft.  He  conlldered 
them  as  the  patrons  of  literature  j  and,  indeed,  although  they  have  eventually 
been  confiderable  gainers  by  his  Diftionary,  it  is  to  them  that  we  owe  its  having 
been  undertaken  and  carried  through  at  the  rifk  of  great  cxpence,  for  they  were 
not  abfolutely  fure  of  being  indemnified. 

On  the  firft  day  of  this  year  we  find  from  his  private  devotions,  that  he  had 
then  recovered  from  ficknefs  * ;  and  in  February  that  his  eye  was  reftored 
to  its  ufe  7.  The  pious  gratitude  with  which  he  acknowledges  mercies  upon 
every  occafion  is  very  edifying;  as  is  the  humble  fubmiflion  which  he  breathes 
when  it  is  the  will  of  his  heavenly  Father  to  try  him  with  affliftions.  As  fuch 
dilpofitions  become  the  ftate  of  man  here,  and  are  the  true  efFedts  of  religious 
difciplinej  we  cannot  but  venerate  in  Johnfon  one  of  the  moft  exercifed  minds 
that  our  holy  religion  hath  ever  formed.  If  there  be  any  thoughdcfs  enough 
to  fuppofe  fuch  exerqife  the  weaknefs  of  a  great  underftanding,  let  them  look 
tip  to  Johnfon,  and  be  convinced  that  what  he  fo  ^arncftly  praftifed  muft  have 
a  rational  foundation. 

His  works  this  year  were,  an  abftradt  or  epitome,  in  odkavo^  of  his  folio 
Didtionary,  and  a  few  effays  in  a  monthly  publication,  entitled,  "  The 
Universal  Visiter."  Chriftopher  Smart,  with  whofe  unhappy  vacillation 
of  mind  he  fmcerely  fympathifed,  was  one  of  tloe  ilated  undertakers  of  this 
mifcellany ;  and  it  was  to  aflift  him  that  Johnfon  fometimes  employed  his 
pen.  All  the  eflays  marked  with  two  xifierijks  iiave  Jbcen  afcribed  to  him ;  but 
1  am  confident,  from  internal  evidence,  that  of  thefe,  neither  *^  The  Life  of 
Chaucer,"  "  Refleftions  on  the  State  of  Portugal,"  nor  an  "  Effay  on 
Architefture,"  were  written  by  him.-  I  am  equally  confident,  upon  tlie  fame 
evidenpe,  that  he  wrote  **  Further  Thoughts  on  Agriculture,! "  being  the 
fequel  of  a  very  inferiour  effay  on  the  fame  fubjedt,  and  which,  though  carried 
on  as  if  by  the  fame  hand^  is  both  in  thinking  and  expreffion  fo  hx  above  it,  and 
fo  ftrikingly  peculiar,  as  to  l^^ve  no  doubt  of  its  true  parent  \  and  that  he  alfo 
wrote  "  A  Differtation  on  the  State  of  Literature  and  Authours,f '*  and  **  A 
Differtation  on  the  Epitaphs  written  by  Pope,  f"  The  laft  of  thefe,  indeed,  he 
afterwards  added  to  his  "  Idler.*'  Why  the  effays  truly  written  by  him  arc 
marked  in  the  fame  ijianxier  with  fome  he  did  not  write,  J  cannot  explaini 
Jbut  with  deference  to  thofe  who  have  afcribed  to  him  the  three  effays  which 

?  Prayers  and  Mcdiwtions,  p.  2  j.  *  Ibid^  p.  2  j. 
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I  have  rejcfted,   they  want  all  the  charadteriftical    marks  of  Johnfonian 
compofition. 

He  engaged  alio  to  fupcrintend  and  contribute  largely  to  another  monthly 
publication,  entitled  **  The  Literary  Magazine,  or  Universal  Review;'* 
the  firft  number  of  which  came  out  in  May  this  year.  What  were  his  emolu- 
ments from  this  undertaking,  and  what  other  writers  were  employed  in  it,  I 
have  not  difcovered.  He  continued  to  write  in  it,  with  intermiffions,  till  the 
fifteenth  number ;  and  I  think  that  he  never  gave  better  proofs  of  the  forcc> 
acutenefs,  and  vivacity  of  his  mind,  than  in  this  mifcellany,  whether  we  confider 
Jiis  original  efiays,  or  his  reviews  of  the  works  of  others.  The  "  Preliminary 
Addrefs"  to  the  publick  is  a  proof  how  this  great  man  could  embellifii  even 
lb  trite  a  thing  as  the  plan  of*  a  magazine  with  the  graces  of  luperiour 
compofition. 

His  original  eflays  are,  <<  An  Introdudion  to  die  political  State  of  Greats 
Britain  jf*'  <^  Remarks  on  the  Militia  Billjf"  "  Obfervations  on  his  Britan- 
nick  Mjyefty's  Treaties  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  and  the.  Landgrave  of 
Hefle  Caflcljt"  "  Obfervarions  on  the  prefent  State  of  Afiairsjf''  and^ 
*^  Memoirs  of  Frederick  III.  King  of  Pruflia-f*'  In  all  thefe  he  dilplays 
cxtenfive  political  knowledge  and  fagacity,  expreffed  with  uncommon  energy 
and  perlpicuity,  without  any  of  thofe  words  which  he  fometimes  took  a  plea- 
fure  in  adopting,  in  imitation  of  Sir  Thomas  Browne,  of  whole  ^ChriftiaA 
Morals"  he  this  year  gave  an  edition,  with  his  **  Life  ♦"  prefixed  to  it,  which 
is  one  of  Johnfon's  beft  bi5graphical  perfomtances.  In  one  inftance  only  m 
fhefe  eflays  has  he  indulged  his, -Sr^w»jifi».  Dr.  Robertfon,  the  hiftorian,  men* 
tioned  it  to  me,  as  having  at  once  convinced  him  that  Johnfon  was  the  authour 
of  tiie  "  Memoirs  of  the  King  of  Pruflia,"  Speaking  of  the  pride  which  the 
old  King,  the  father  of  his  hero,  took  in  being  mafter  of  the  talleft  regiment 
in  Europe,  he  fays,  **  To  review  this  towering  regiment  was  his  daily  plcafure, 
and  to  perpetuate  it  wa^  fo  much  his  care,  that  when  he  met  a  tall  woman  he 
immediately  commanded  one  of  his  *]*itanian  retinue,  to  marry  her,  that  they 
might  propagate  frocerity'^  For  this  Anglo-Latian  word  procerity^  Johnfon 
had,  however,  the  authority  of  Addifon, 

His  reviews  are  of  the  following  books :  **  Birch's  Hiftory  of  the  Royal 
Society  jj-'*  <«  Murphy's  Gray's-Inn  Journal  jf"  **  Warton's  Eflay  on  the 
Writings  and  Genius  of  Pope.  VoL  Lf"  "  Hampton's  Tranflation  of 
Polybius ; t"  «  Blackwell's  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  Auguftus  jf"  *'  Ruffel's 
Natural  Hiftory  of  Aleppo  jf"  "  Sir  Ifaac  Newton's  Arguments  in  Proof  of 
a  Deity  -f"  "  Borlafe's  Hiftory  .of  die  IQcs  of  Scilly  ^f"  "  Home's  Experi- 
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ments  on  Bleaching  jf"  "  Browne's  Chriftian  Morals  jf"  **  Hales  on  dilHlling 
Sea-Water,  Ventilators  in  Ships,  and  curing  an  ill  Tafte  in  Milk  ;t"  "  Lucas's 
Effay  on  Waters  ;t"  "  Keith's  Catalogue  of  the  Scottifh  Bilhops  jf"  "  Browne's 
Hiftory  of  Jamaica  if"  «  Philofophical  Tranfaftions.  VoLXLIX-f"  "Mrs. 
Lennox's  Tranflation  of  Sully's  Memoirs  ;*"  "  Mifcellanies  by  Elizabeth 
Harrifonjf"  "  Evans's  Map  and  Account  of  the  middle  Colonies  in  Ame- 
rica jf'*  "  Letter  on  the  Cafe  of  Admiral  Byngi*"  "  Appeal  to  the  People 
concerning  Admiral  Byng  ;*"  *^  Hanway's  Eight  Days  Journey,  and  Eflay 
on  Tea  j*"  "  The  Cadet,  a  military  Treatife  jf"  "  Some  further  Particulars 
in  Relation  to  the  Cafe  of  Admiral  Byng,  by  a  Gentleman  of  Oxford  ;*"  "  The 
Condudt  of  the  Miniftry  relating  to  the  prefent  War  impartially  examined;!" 
•*  A  Free  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Origin  of  Evil.*"  All  thefe,  from  internal 
evidence,  were  written  by  Johnfon  -,  fome  of  them  I  know  he  avowed,  and  have 
marked  them  with  an  ajieri/i  accordingly,  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  indeed, 
afcribed  to  him  the  Review  of  Mr.  Burke's  "  Inquiry  into  the  Origin  pf  our 
Ideas  of  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful;"  and^ Sir  John  Hawkins,  with  equal  dit 
cernment,  has  inferted  it  in  his  coUeftion  of  Johnfon's  works.  Whereas  it  has 
no  refemblance  to  Johnfon's  compofition,  and  is  well  known  to  have  been 
written  by  Mr.  Murphy,  who  has  acknowledged  it  to  me  and  many  others. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  in  juftice  to  Johnfon's  political  charafter,  which 
has  been  mifreprefented  as  abjeftly  fubmiflive  to  power,  that  his  "  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs,"  glow  with  as  animated  a  Ipirit  of 
conftiturional  liberty  as  can  be  found  any  where'  Thus  he  begins,  "  The 
time  is  now  come,  in  which  every  Englifliman  expefts  to  be  informed  of  the 
national  affairs,  and  in  which  he  has  a  right  to  have  that  expeftation  gratified. 
For  whatever  may  be  urged  by  minifters,  or  thofe  whom  vanity  or  intereft 
make  the  followers  of  minifters,  concerning  the  neceffity  of  confidence  in  our 
govemours,  and  the  prefumption  of  prying  with  profane  eyes  into  the  receffes 
of  policy,  it  is  evident  that  this  reverence  can  be  claimed  only  by  counfels 
yet  unexecuted,  and  projefts  fufpended  in  deliberation.  But  when  a  defign 
has  ended  in  mifcarriage  or  fuccefs,  when  every  eye  and  every  ear  is  witnefs 
to  general  difcontent,  or  general  fatisfaftion,  it  is  then  a  proper  time  to  difen- 
tangle  confufion  and  iUuftrate  obfcurity,  to  fhew  by  what  caufes  every  event  was 
produced,  and  in  what  effedts  it  is  likely  to  terminate ;  to  lay  down  with  diflinft 
Lparticularity  what  rumour  always  huddles  in  general  exclamation,  or  perplexes 
by  indigefted  narratives  i  to  (hew  whence  happinels  or  calamity  is  derived,  and 
whence  it  may  be  expefted  -,  and  honeftly  to  lay  before  the  people  what  inquiry 
can  gather  of  the  paft,  and  conjefture  can  eftimate  of  the  future/* 
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Here  we  have  it  afllimed  as  an  incontroverrible  principle,   that  in  this      »75^- 
country  the  people  are  the  fuperintendants  ef  the  conduft  and  meafurcs  of  ^tai.  47. 
thofe  by  whom  government  is  adminiftefed,  of  the  beneficial  effect  of  wliich 
the  prefent  reign  afforded  an  flluftrious  example,  when  addrefles  from  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom  controuled  an  audacious  attempt  to  introduce  a  new  poWer 
fubverfive  of  the  crown. 

A  ftill  ftronger  proof  of  his  patriotick  fpirit  appears  in  his  review  of  an 
**  Effay  on  Waters,  by  Dr.  Lucas  j"  of  whom,  after  defcribing  him  as  a  man 
well  known  to  the  world  for  his  daring  defiance  of  power,  when  he  thought  it 
exerted  on  the  fide  of  wrong,  he  thus  fpeaks :  "  The  Irilh  minifters  drove 
him  from  his  native  country  by  a  proclamation,  in  which  they  charged  him 
with  crimes  of  which  they  never  intended  to  be  called  to  the  proof,  and  oppreffed 
him  by  methods  equally  irrefiftible  by  guilt  and  innocence. 

*'  Let  the  man  thus  driven  into  exile  for  having  been  the  friend  of  his 
country,  be  received  in  every  other  place  as  a  confeflbr  of  liberty  5  and  let  the 
tools  of  power  be  taught  in  time,  that  they  may  rob,  but  cannot  impoverifh.** 

Some  of  his  reviews  in  this  magazine  are  very  ftiort  accounts  of  the  pieces 
noticed,  and  I  mention  them  only  that  Dr.  Johnfon's  opinion  of  the  works  may 
be  known;  but  many  of  them  arc  examples  of  elaborate  criticifm,  in  the  moft 
mafterly  ftyle*  In  his  review  of  the  "  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  Auguftus,"  he 
has  the  refbludon  to  think  and  fpeak  from  his  own  mind,  regardlefs  of  the  cant 
tranfmitted  from  age  to  age,  in  praife  of  the  ancient  Romans.  Thus :  ^'  I  know 
Jiot  why  any  one  but  a  fchool-boy  in  his  declamation  fliould  whine  over  the  Com- 
mon-wealth of  Rome,  which  grew  great  only  by  the  mifery  of  the  reft  of  man- 
kind. The  Roncians,  like  others,  as  foon  as  they  grew  rich,  grew  corrupt  j  and  in 
their  corruption  fold  the  lives  and  freedoms  of  themfelves,  and  of  one  another." 
Again,  "  A  people,  whp  while  they  were  poor  robbed  mankind  j  and  as  foon 
as  they  became  rich,  robbed  one  another."  In  his  review  of  the  Mifcellanies 
in  profe  and  verfe,  publifhed  by  Elizabeth  Harrifon,  but  written  by  many  hands, 
he  gives  an  eminent  proof  at  once  of  his  orthodoxy  and  candour.  "  The 
authours  of  the  eflays  in  profe  feem  generally  to  have  imitated,  or  tried  to 
imitate,  the  copioufiiefs  and  luxuriance  of  Mrs.  Rowe.  This,  however,  is  not 
all  their  praife  -,  they  have  laboured  to  add  to  her  brightnefs  of  imagery,  her 
purity  of  fentiments.  The  poets  have  had  Dr.  fFaUs  before  their  eyes  j  a 
writer,  who,  if  he  ftood  not  in  the  firft  clafs  of  genius,  compenfated  that  defedl 
by  a  ready  application  of  his  powers  to  the  promotion  of  piety.  The  attempt 
to  employ  the  ornaments  of  romance  in  the  decoration  of  religbn,  was,  I  think; 
firft  made  by  Mr.  Bttyle's  Martyrdom  of  Theodora  i   but  Bi^Ws  philofophical 
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ftvdm  did  not  allow  him  time  for  the  cultivation  offtyfe ;  aod  the  completion 
of  the  great  defign  was  referred  for  Mrs,  Rcfwe.  Dr.  Watts  was  one  of  the 
firft  who  taught  the  EHflenters  to  write  and  (peak  like  other  men>  by  fhewing 
them  that  elegance  might  confift  with  piety.  They  would  have  both  done 
honour  to  a  better  fociety,  for  they  had  that  charity  which  mi^t  wefl  make 
their  failings  be  forgotten,  and  with  which  the  whole  ChrtfHan  world  might 
wifh  for  communion.  They  were  pure  from  all  the  herefies  of  an  age,  to 
which  every  opinion  is  become  a  favourite  that  the  univerlal  church  has 
hitherto  detefted ! 

"  This  praife,  the  general  intereft  of  mankind  requires  to  be  given  to  writers 
who  pleafe  and  do  not  corrupt,  who  inftruft  and  do  not  weary.  But  to  them 
all  human  eulogies  are  vam,  whom  I  believe  applauded  by  angels,  and  num- 
bered with  the  juft." 

His  defence  of  tea  againft  Mr.  Jonas  Hanway's  violent  attack  upon  doar 
elegant  and  popular  beverage,  Ihews  how  very  well  a  man  of  genius  can  write 
upon  the  flighteft  fubgeft,  when  he  writes>  as  the  Italians  lay,  c&n  amore:  I 
iuppofe  no  perfon  ever  enjoyed  with  more  relifh  the  infuHon  of  diat  fragrant  leaf 
than  Johnfon.  The  quantities  which  he  drank  of  it  at  all  hours  were  fo  great, 
that  his  nerves  muft  have  been  uncommonly  fbong,  not  to  have  been  extremely 
relaxed  by  fuch  an  intemperate  ufe  of  it.  He  affured  me,  that-  he  never  felt 
the  leafl  inconvenience  from  it  j  which  is  a  proof  that  the  fault  of  his  conlH- 
tution  was  rather  a  too  great  tcnfion  of  fibres,  than  the  contrary.  Mr.  Hanwajr 
wrote  an  angry  anlwer  to  Johnfon's  review  of  his  Eflay  on  Tea,  and  Johnfon, 
after  a  full  and  deliberate  paufe,  made  a  reply  to  it ;  the  only  inflance,  \ 
believe,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  when  he  condefcended  to'  oppofe 
any  thing  that  was  written  againft  him.  I  Iuppofe  when  he  thought  of  any 
of  his  litde  antagonifts,  he  was  ever  juftly  aware  of  the  high  fcntiment  of 
Ajax  in  Ovid ; ' 

"  yie  ttdit  pretiumjam  nunc  certamms  hujus, 
"  ^a/,  cum  viRus  erit^  mecum  certaffe  feretury 

But,  indeed,  the  good  Mr.  Hanway  laid  himlelf  fo  open  to  ridicule>  thtf 
Johnfon's  animadverfions  upon  his  attack  were  chiefly  to  make  fport. 

The  generofity  with  which  he  pleads  the  caulc  of  Admiral  Byng  is  hi^y 

to  the  honour  of  his  heart  and  Ipirit.     Though  Voltaire  2kSt(ks  to  be  witty 

upon' the  fate  of  that  unfortunatie  officer,  obfcrving  that  he  was  ihot  ^^  powr 

incourager  Us  autresy'  the  nation  has  long  been  fadsfied^that  his  life  was  iacdficed 
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to  die  political  fervour  of  the  times.    In  the  vauk  bebnging  to  the  Torrington      ^75** 
&mil]r^  in  the  church  of  Southill,  in  Bedferdfhire,   there  is  the  following  )^p^^~^^ 
Epitaph  upon  his  monument,  which  I  hare  tranfcribed : 

"   To   THE    PERPETUAL   DiSGRACB 

*^  OF  PuBLiCK  Justice, 

^  The  Honourable  John  Byko,  Es<i^ 

*^  Admiral  of  the  Blue, 

«'   FELL   A   MaJITYR    TO   POLITICAL 

*^  Persecution, 

•'  March  14,    in   the  Year,    1757^ 

"  when  Bravery  and  Loyalty 

"   WERE     insufficient     SECURITIES 

•«  FOR   the   Life   and   Honour   of' 
"  A  Naval  Officer." 

Johnibn'^s  mod  exquifite  critical  eflay  in  the  Literary  Magazine,  and  indeed 
any  where,  is  his  review  of  Soame  Jennings's  *^  Inquiry  into  the  Origin  of 
Evil."  Jennings  was  poflefled  of  lively  talents,  and  a  ftyle  eminently  pure 
and  eafy,  and  could  very  happily  play  with  a  light  fubjeft,  either  in  profc  or 
verfe  i  but  when  he  (peculated  on  that  moft  difficult  and  excruciating  queftion, 
the  Origin  of  Evil,  he  '^  ventured  &r  beyond  his  depths '  and,  accordingly^, 
was  expofed  by  Johnfon,  both  with  acute  argument  and  brilliant  wit.  I  remem- 
ber when  the  late  Mr.  Bicknell's  humourous  performance,  entided  «  The 
Mufical  Travels  of  Joel  CoUycr,"  in  which  a  flight  attempt  is  made  to  ridicule 
Johnfi>n,  was  afcribed  to  Soame  Jennings,.  "  Ha !  (faid  Johnfon)  I  thought  I 
had  given  bim  enough  of  it.*' 

His  triumph  over  Jennings  b  Aus  deicribed  by  my  friend  N[r.  Courtenay  in^ 
his  "  Poetical  Review  of  the  literary  and  moral  Charafter  of  Dr.  Johnfon,"  a 
performance  of  luch  merit,  that  had  I  not  been  honoured  with  a  very  kind 
and  partial  notice  in  it,  I  fliould  echo  the  fendraents  of  men  of  the  iirft  tafte 
loudly  in  its  praife : 

^  When  fpecious  fophifts  with  preiumption  fcan 

**  The  fource  of  evil  hidden  ftill  from  man  j 

**  Revive  Arabian  tales,  and  vainly  hope 

**  To  rival  St.  John,  and  his  fcholar  Pope : 

**  Though  metaphyficks  ^read  the  gloom  of  night,^ 

"  By  reafon*s  ftar  he  guides  our  aching  fight  ^ 

^  The 
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*^  The  bounds  of  knowledge  marks,  and  points  the  way  ? 

"  To  pathlefs  waftes,  where  wilder'd  fages  ftray ; 
««  Where,  like  a  farthing  link-boy,  Jennings  ftands, 
"  And  the  dim  torch  drops  from  his  feeble  hands*." 

This  year  Mr.  William  Payne,  brother  of  the  refpedlable  bookfeller  of  that 
name,  publiflied  *^  An  Introduftion  to  the  Game  of  Draughts,"  to  which 
Johnfon  contributed  a  Dedication  to  the  Earl  of  Rochford,*  and  a  Preface,* 
both  of  which  are  admirably  adapted  to  the  treatife  to  which  they  are  prefixed. 
Johnfon,  I  believe,  did  not  play  at  draughts  after  leaving  College,  by  which 
he  fufFered,  for  it  would  have  afforded  him  an  innocent  foothing  relief  from 
the  melancholy  which  diftrefled  him  fo  often.  I  have  heard  him  regret  that  he 
had  not  learnt  to  play  at  cards  y  and  the  game  of  draughts  we  know  is  pecu- 
liarly calculated  to  fix  the  attention  without  draining  it.  There  is  a  compoilire 
and  gravity  in  draughts  which  infenfibly  tranquillifes  the  mind ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, the  Dutch  are  fond  of  it,  as  they  are  of  fmoaking,  of  the  fedativc 

*  Some  time  after  Dr.  Johnfon's  death  there  apppeared  in  the  newfpapers  and  magazines  an 
illiberal  and  petulant  attack  upon  him»  in  the  form  of  an  Epitaph^  under  the  name  of  Mr.  Soaone 
Jennings,  very  unworthy  of  that  gentleman,  who  had  quietly  fubmitted  to  the  critical  lafh  while 
Johnfon  lived.  It  affubied,  as  charaderifticks  of  him,  all  the  vulgar  circumflances  of  abufe  which 
-had  circulated  amongft  the  ignorant.  It  was  an  unbecoming  indulgence  of  puny  refentment,  at  a 
lime  when  he  himfelf  was  at  a  very  advanced  age,  and  had  a  near  profped  of  defcending  to 
the  gr^e.  I  was  truly  forry  for  it ;  for  he  was  then  become  an  avowed,  and  (as  my  Lord 
Bifhop  of  XiOndon,  who  had  a  ferious  converfation  with  him  on  the  fubje^,  aiTures  me)  a  fincere 
Chriftian,  He  could  not  cxpcft  that  Johnfon's  numerous  friends  would  patiently  bear  to  have  the 
memory  of  their  mailer  fiigmatized  by  no  mean  pen,  but  that  at  lead  one  would  be  found  to  retort. 
Accordingly,  this  unjuft  and  faxcaflick  Epitaph  was  met  in  the  fame  publick  field  by  an  anfwcr^ 
In  terms  by  no  means  ibft,  and  fuch  as  wanton  provocation  only  could  juftify : 

'•EPITAPH, 

^  Prepared  for  a  creature  not  quite  dead  jet^ 

*'  HERE  lies  a  little  ugly  naufcous  elf, 

*«  Who  judging  only  from  its  wretched  fcif, 

*'  Feebly  attempted,  petulant  and  vain, 

"  The  *  Origin  of  Evil,*  to  explain. 

'*  A  mighty  Genius  at  this  elf  difpleas'd, 

"  With  a  ftrong  critick  grafp  the  urchin  fqueez'd, 

•*  For  thirty  years  its  coward  fpleen  it  kept, 

"  Till  in  the  duft  the  mighty  Genius  flept;. 

"  Then  flunk  and  fretted  in  expiring  fnuff, 

*'  And  blink'd  at  Joijnson  with  its  lafl  poor  puff." 
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influence  of  which,  though  he  himfelf  never  fmoaked,  he  had  a  high  opinion^.      1756. 
Befides,  there  is  in  draughts  fome  cxercife  of  the  faculties  5  and,  accordingly,  ^tatl  47! 
Johnfon  wifhing  to  dignify  the  fubjed  in  his  Dedication  with  what  is  moft 
eftimable  in  it,  obferves,  "  Triflers  may  find  or  nnake  any  thing  a  trifle ;  but 
fincc  it  is  the  great  charafteriflick  of  a  wife  man  to  fee  events  in  their  caufes,  to 
obviate  confequences,  and  afcertain  contingencies,  your  Lordfliip  will  think, 
nothing  a  trifle  by  which  the  mind  is  inured  to  caution,  forefight,  and  cir- 
cumfpeftion." 

As  one  of  the  little  occafional  advantages  which  he  did  not  diflain  to  take 
by  his  pen,  as  a  man  whofe  profefTion  was  literature,  he  this  year  accepted  of 
a  guinea  from  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley,  for  writing  the  introduftion  to  "  The 
London  Chronicle,"  an  evening  newfpaper^  and  even  in  fo  flight  a  per- 
formance exhibited  peculiar  talents.  This  Chronicle  ftill  fubfifl:s,  and  from 
what  I  obferved,  when  I  was  abroad,  has  a  more  extenfive  circulation  upon  the 
Continent  than  any  of  the  Englifli  newlpapers.  It  was  conftantly  read  by 
johnfon  himfelf;  and  it  is  but  jufl:  to  obferve,  that  it  has  all  along  been  diiP. 
tinguiflied  for  good  fenfe,  accuracy,  moderation,  and  delicacy. 

Another  infliance  of  the  fame  nature  has  been  communicated  to  me  by  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Thomas  Campbell,  who  has  done  himfelf  confiderable  credit 
by  his  own  writings.  "  Sitting  with  Dr.  Johnfon  one  morning  alone,  he  aflced 
me  if  I  had  known  Dr.  Madden^  who  was  authour  of  the  premium-fchemc 
in  Ireland.  On  my  anfwering  in  the  affirmative,  and  alfo  that  I  had  for 
fome  years  lived  in  his  neighbourhood,  &c.  he  begged  of  me  that  when  I 
returned  to  Ireland,  I  would  endeavour  to  procure  for  him  a  poem  of  Dr. 
Madden's,  called  *  Boulter's  Monument.*  The  reafon  (faid  he)  why  I  wifli 
for  it,  is  this :  when  Dr.  Madden  came  to  London,  he  fubmitted  that  work 
.  to  my  cafl:igation ;  and  I  remember  I  blotted  a  great  many  lines,  and  might 
have  blotted  many  more,  without  making  the  poem  the  worfe.  However, 
the  Doftor  was  very  thankful,  and  very  generous,  for  he  gave  me  ten  guineas, 
which  was  to  me  at  that  time  a  great  fum.*^ 

He  this  year  refumed  his  fcheme  of  giving  an  edition  of  Shakfpeare  with 
notes.  He  iflued  Propofals  of  confiderable  length,  in  which  he  fliewed  that 
he  perfeftly  well  knew  what  a  variety  of  refearch  fuch  an  undertaking  required ; 
but  his  indolence  prevented  him  from  'purfuing  it  with  that  diligence  which 
alone  can  colleft  thofe  foattered  fafts  that  genius,  however  acute,  penetrating, 
and  luminous,'  cannot  difcover  by  its  own  force.     It  is  remarkable,  that  at 

»  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  48. 
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this  time  his  fancied  aftivity  was  for  the  moment  fo  vigorous,  that  he 
promifed  his  work  fhould  be  publilhed  before  ChriftmaSj  1757.  Yet  nine 
years  elapfed  before  it  faw  the  light.  His  throes  in  bringing  it  forth  had 
been  fevere  and  remittent,  and  at  lafl:  we  may  almoft  conclude  that  the  Ca^fariah 
operation  was  performed  by  the  knife  of  Churchill,  whofe  upbnuding  iatire,  I 
dare  fay,  made  Johnfon's  friends  urge  him  to  diipatch. 

**  He  for  fubfcribers  bates  his  hook, 

<*  And  takes  your  cafli ;  but  whereas  the  book  ? 

«  No  matter  where  i  wife  fear,  you  know, 

«'  Forbids  the  robbing  of  a  foe ; 

*«  But  what,  to  fenre  our  private  ends, 

**  Forbids  die  cheating  of  our  friends  ?" 

About  this  period  he  was  offered  a  living  of  confiderable  value  in  Lincoln- 
Ihire,  if  he  were  inclined  to  enter  into  holy  orders.  It  was  a  rcftory  in  the 
gift  of  Mr.  Langton,  the  father  of  his  much  valued  friend.  But  he  did  not 
accept  of  itj  pardy  I  believe  from  a  confcientious  motive,  being  perfuaded 
that  his  temper  and  habits  rendered  him  unfit  for  that  affiduous  and  familiar 
infbuftion  of  the  vulgar  and  ignorant,  which  he  held  ta  be  an  efTential  duty 
in  a  clergyman ;  and  pardy  becaufe  his  love  of  a  London  life  was  fo  fbx)ng, 
that  he  would  have  thought  himfelf  an  exile  in  any  other  place,  particularly 
if  refiding  in  the  country.  Whoever  would  wi(h  to  fee  his  thoughts  upon 
'  that  fubjeft  diiplaycd  in  their  fiill  jfbrce,  may  peruie  the  Adventurer,  No.  1 16. 
i757«  In  1757  it  does  not  appear  that  he  publilhed  any  thing,  except  fome  of 
thofe  articles  in  the  Literary  Magazine,  which  have  been  mentioned.  That 
magazine,  after  Johnfon  ceafed  to  write  in  it,  gradually  declined,  though  the 
popular  epithet  of  jhtigaUican  was  added  to  it  j  and  in  July  1758  it  expired. 
He  probably  prepared  a  part  of  his  Shakfpeare  this  year,  and  he  diftated  a 
Ipeech  on  the  fubjedt  of  an  Addrefs  to  the  Throne,  after  the  expedition  to 
Rochfort,  which  was  delivered  by  one  of  his  friends,  I  know  not  m  what 
publick  meeting.  It  is  printed  in  the  Gentieman's  Magazme  for  Oftober 
1785  as  his,  and  bears  fufficient  marks  of  authenticity. 

By  the  favour  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  the  Treafury,  Dublin,  I  have  obtained 
a  copy  of  the  following  letter  from  Johnfon  to  the  venerable  authour  of 
^^  Diffcrtations  on  the  Hiflory  of  Ireland." 
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?(?  Charles  O'Conor,  Efq, 

"  Sir, 

"  I  HAVE  lately,'  by  the  favour  of  Mr.  Faulkner,  feen  your  account 
of  Ireland,  and  cannot  forbear  to  folicit  a  profecution  of  your  defign.  Sir 
William  Temple  complains  that  Ireland  is  lefs  known  than  any  other  country, 
as  to  its  ancient  ftate.  The  natives  have  had  little  leifiire,  and  litde  encourage- 
ment for  enquiry ;  and  ftrangers,  not  knowing  the  language,  have  had  no 
ability. 

"  I  have  long  wifhed  that  the  Irifli  literature  were  cultivated.     Ireland  is 
known  by  tradition  to  have  been  once  the  feat  of  piety  and  learning ;  and 
furely  it  would  be  very  acceptable  to  all  thofe  who  are  curious  either  in  the 
original  of  nations,  or  the  affinities  of  Languages,,  to  be  further  informed  of 
the  revolutions  of  a  people  fo  ancient,  and  once  fo  illuftrious. 

^  What  relation,  there  is  betweea  the  Welch  and  Irilh  languages,  or  between 
the  language  of  Ireland  and  that  of  Bifcay,  deferves  enquiry.  Of  ,thefe  pro- 
ymcYdl  and  un^xteiided  tongues,  it  feldom  happens,  that  more  than  one  are 
junderftood  by  any  one  man ;  and,  therefore,  it  fejklom  happens  that  a  fair 
comparifon  can  be  made,  r  \  hop^  you  will  continue  to  eultivSfftithis  kind  of 
learning,  wKich  Kas  lain  too  long  oeglefted,  and  which,  if  it  be  fuffered  to 
remain  ijji  oblivion  for  another  century,,  niay,  perhaps,  never  be  retrieved* 
As  I  wilh  well  to  all  uie6jl  undertakings^  I  would  not  forbear  to  let  you  know 
how'mucl^  Vou  .cfeferycj^  ih  my.  opinioi\,  jtom  aU  lovers  pf  ftudy,  anc}  how 
jEjiji^hj)le^      your  work  has  givfn  to;  ,Siri 

I  i\A:i  hy'\-^\    .;  \'  •  •'  Your  moft.qbJJgfd 

Mii .      .      '   .  r)  1   .       ^^  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

- n!;*< London,  Apiv a., i7f5^  .  Sam.  Johnsom/* 

r         f  I 

*;.-   /i.-'         .»  .   ■       J    •."'•■ '.     ._      '    .    .      .       .      .   . 

L  :.  i  ...,  -     wg^.^^^  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Wartok. 
«  Dea^  Sir, 

"  pR.  Marseli  of  Padua,  a  learned  gentleman,  and  good  Latin 
poet,  l>a8  a  n>ind  to  fpe  Oxford.  I  have  given  hini  a  letter  to  Dr.  Huddesfoni'; 
Afld  Iball  he  glad  if  you  will  introduce  him,  and  (hew  him  any  thing  in 
Oxford. 

■  "  Now,  or  late,  Vicc-Chancellor.". 

A  a  «  lam 
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17J7.  "  I  am  printing  my  new  edition  of  Shaklpeare. 

^^][J[^  "  I  long  to  fee. you  all,  but  cannot  conveniendy  come  yet.  You  mie^t 
write  to  me  now  and  then,  if  you  were  good  for  any  thing.  But  bonores 
mutant  mores.  Profeflfors  forget  their  friends  *.  I  fhaB  certainly  complain  to 
Mils  Jones '.     lam 

«  Your,  &c. 

«  [London,]  Junc2i,  17J4.  SaU.  JoHNSOW. 

"  Pleafe  to  make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Wife." 

Mr.  Burney  having  enclofed  to  him  an  extrafl:  from  the  review  of  hi$ 
Di6tionary  in  the  Biblktheque  des  Savans^y  and  a  lift  of  fubfcribers  to  his 
Shak^eare,.  which  Mr.  Burney  had  procured  in  Norfolk,  he  wrote  the  follgwing 
anfwer : 

Ta  Mr.  BuxKEY,  M  Lynne^  NbffiJk. 
^  Sir,  . 

"  THAT  I  may  ftiow  myfelf  fenfible  of  your  ikvours,  and  not 
commit  the  fame  feult  a  fecond  rinne,  I  wake'  hafte  to  anfwcit  the  Ifctter  whiA 
1  received  this  morning!  Ttie  Q-uth  is,'  the  otjler  likfe.wife  wa3  /'eceived,  ind 
1  wrote  an  anIVer;  but  being  defirotis'to'^ranlhiit  you  fortie  prbpo^  arid 
receipts,  I  waited  tiD.  I  toiild  find  "a '  convenient  conveyance,  and  day'W'as 
palled  after  day,,  till  other  things,  drove  it  from  niy  thoughts,  yet  not  fo,  but 
that  i  remember  with  great  plealufe  your' commendation  of  my  Dijftiohary. 
Your  praife  was  welcome,  not  only  t)ecaufe  1' believe  it  wasTiricere,  Diitfeetfauic 
praife  has  been  very  fcarce.  A^iruin  bfyour  caWoiir  will  be  lurprifed  when  I 
tell  you,  that  among  aU  my  acquaintance  there  were  only  two,  who  upon  the 
pubjtotioa  of  my-  book  did  not  endeavour  to  deprels  itas*  wiath-  threatfe  of  cfen- 
fure  from  the  publick,  or  with  objeftions  learned  from  thofe  who  had  learned 
them  from  my  own  Pre£ace„. .   Your*,  is  die  only  letter,  of^good-will  that  I 

*  "  Mr.  Warton  was  ele£ied  Profeffor  of  Poetry  at  Oxford  in  the  prcccdi^g:year."    .  .    ^ . 

^  **  Mifs  Jones  lived  at  Oxford,  and  was  often  of  0^  parties.  She  ,w^  a  vei;^  ingenious 
poeteft,  and  publifhed  a  volume  of  poems  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  was  a  motticrifible^  agreeable,  and 
amiable  woman.  She  was  fi^r  of  the  Reverend  River  Jones,  ChaYrter-of -Chrifb  Ghotcfe  cathedral 
A^OxIbrd,  im4J<?l¥»ftnufrdto,aanhjBElfa£C^iuw/4T5/S;.  I]umhc«x](him^Aaddieilbcr^in4lui 
paflage  from  «  II  Penseroso  :* 

*  Thee,  Chantrefa,  oft  the  wood^  among 

•  I  woo,*  &c. 

She  4ied  nnmarried/'  «.  Tom.  III.  p.  482. 
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faave  received,  thoughj  indeed  I  am  promiied  (bmething  of  diat  loft  fram 
Sweden. 

*^  How  nny  new  edition  ^  will  be  received  I  know  not ;  the  fubfcription  has 
not  been  very  fucce&fiiL    I  fhall  publiih  about  March. 

'*  If  you  can  dired  mc  how  to  fend  propofak^  I  ihould  wifh  that  they  were 
in  fuch  hands. 

^^  I  remember.  Sir,  in  fbme  c^  the  firft:  letters  with  which  you  favoured 
mc,  you  mentioned  your  lady.  May  I  enquire  after  her  ?  In  return  for  the 
favours  which  you  have  (hewn  me,  it  is  not  much  to  tell  you,  that  I  wifh  you 
and  her  all  that  can  conduce  to  your  happinefs.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obliged 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

^  Gougli-fquait, Dec. 24,  1 757.  Sam.  Johns 6 n/* 

In  1758  we  find  him,  it  fhould  feem,  in  as  eafy  and  pleafant  a  ftate  of     175*^ 

^xiftence,  as  conftitutional  unhappinels  ever  permitted  him  to  enjoy. 

To  Mr^  BuRNEY,   at  Lyrme^   Norfolk^ 

«SlR, 

"  YOUR  kindnefs  is  (o  great,  and  my  claim  to  any  particular 
fegard  from  you  fb  little,  that  I  am  at  a  lofs  how  to  exprefs  my  fenfc  of  your 
favours  *  \  but  I  am,  indeed,  much  plcafcd  to  be  thus  diftinguilhed  by  you. 

**  I  am  aftiamcd  to  tell  you  that  my  Shakfpeare  will  not  be  out  fo  foon  as 
I  pxomifed  my  fubfcribers  j  but  I  did  not  promife  them  more  than  I  promifed 
myielC     It  will,  however,  be  publilhed  before  fummer. 

^*  I  have  lent  you  a  bundle  of  propolals,' which,  I  think,  do  not  profels 
more  than  I  have  hitherto  perft>rmed.  I  have  printed  many  of  the  plays,  and 
have  hitherto  left  very  few  paffages  unexplained  j  where  I  am  quite  at  'a  lols> 
I  confefs  my  ignorance,  which  is  feldom  done  by  commentators. 

^  I  have,  likewife,  inclofed  twelve  receipts  j  riot  that  I  mean  to  impofe 
upon  you  the  trouble  of  pufhing  them  with  more  importunity  than  may  feem 
proper,  but  that  you  may  rather  have  more  than  fewer  than  you  (hall  want. 
The  propofals  you  will  difleminate  as  there  ftiall  be  opportunity.  I  once 
printed  them  at  Jength  in  the  Chronicle,  and  fome  of  my  friends  (I  believe 

5  Of  Shakfjpcarc. 

«  Tliie  letter  was  an  anfwcr  to  «nc  in  winch  was  cncbfed  a  draft  for  the  pajnncnt  of  fome  fub* 
Icriptians  to  hk  Shalcfpcare^ 

A  a  2  Mr* 
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Mr.  Murphy,  who  formerly  wrote  the  Gray's-Inn  Journal)  introduced  them 
with  a  fplendid  encomium. 

"  Since  the  Life  of  Browne,  I  have  been  a  litde  engaged,  from  time  to 
time,  in  the  Literary  Magazine,  but  not  very  lately.  I  have  not  the  coUedion 
by  me,  and  therefore  cannot  draw  out  a  catalogue  of  my  own  parts,  but  will 
do  it,  and  fend  it.  Do  not  buy  them,  for  I  will  gather  all  thole  that  have  any 
thing  of  mine  in  them,  and  fend  them  to  Mrs.  Bumey,  as  a  fmall  token  of 
gratitude  for  the  regard  which  flie  is  pleafed  to  beftow  upon  me.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obliged 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

«'  London,  March  8,  1758.  Sam.  Johnson/' 

Dr.  Burney  has  kindly  fevoured  me  with  the  following  memorandum,  which 
I  take  the  liberty  to  infert  in  his  own  genuine  eafy  ftyle.  I  love  to  exhibit 
Iketch^s  of  my  illuftrious  friend  by  various  eminent  hands. 

"  Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Burney,'  during  a  vifit  to  the  capital^  had  an  inter- 
view with  him  in  Gough-fquare,  where  he  dined  and  drank  tea  with  him,,  and 
was  introduced  to  the  acquaintance  of  Mrs.  Williams.  After  dinner,  Mr. 
Johnfon  propofed  to  Mr.  Burney  to  go  up  with  him  into  his  garret,  which 
being  accepted,  he  there  found  about  five  or  fix  Greek  folios,  a  deal  writing- 
de(k,  and  a  chair  and  a  half  Johnfon  giving  to  his  gueft  the  entire  feat, 
tottered  himfelf  on  one  with  only  three  legs  and  one  arm.  Here  he  gave  Mr* 
Bumey  Mrs.  Williams's  hiffory,  and  fhewed  him  fome  volumes  of  his  Shak- 
fpeare  already  printed,  to  prove  that  he  was  in  earneft.  Upon  Mr.  Bumey's 
opening  the  firft  volume,  at  the  Merchant  of  Venice,  he  obferved  to  him, 
that  he  feemed  to  be  more  fevere  on  Warburton  than  Theobald.  *  O  poor 
Tib. !  (faid  Johnfon)  he  was  ready  knocked  down  to  my  hands  j  Warburton 
ftands  between  me  and  him.'  *  But,  Sir,  (faid  Mr.  Burney,)  you'll  have 
Warburton  upon  your  bones,  won't  you  ? '  '  No,  Sir ;  he'll  not  come  out : 
he'll  only  growl  in  his  den.'  *  But  you  think,  Sir,  that  Warburton  is  a  fupe- 
Hour  critick  to  Theobald  ?' — « O,  Sir,  he'd  make  two-and-fifty  Theobalds,  cut 
into  dices !  The  worft  of  Warburton  is,  that  he  has  a  rage  ft)r  faying  fome- 
thing,  when  there's  nothing  to  be  faid.'— Mr.  Burney  then  afked  him  whether 
he  had  feen  the  letter  which  Warburton  had  written  in  anlwer  to  a  pamphlet 
addreffed  ^  To  the  moft  impudent  Man  alive.'  He  anfwercd  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  Burney  told  him  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  Mallet.  The  contro- 
verfy  now  raged  between  the  friends  of  Pope  and  Bolingbroke ;  and  Warburton 
and  Mallet  were  the  leaders  of  the  feveral  parties.    Mr.  Burney  alkcd  him  then 
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if  he  had  fecn  Warburton's  book  againft  Bolingbroke's  Philofophy  ?     *  No,      175^- 
Sir;  I  have  never  read  Bolingbroke'^s  impiety,  and  therefore  am  not  interefted  ^JlJf^ 
about  its  confutation." 

On  the  fifteenth  of  April  he  began  a  new  periodical  paper,  entided  "  The 
Idler,*'*  which  came  out  every  Saturday  in  a  weekly  newfpaper,  called  "  The 
Univerfal  Chronicle,  or  Weekly  Gazette,"  publilhed  by  Newberry.  Thefe 
cfiays  were  continued  till  April  5,  1760.  Of  one  hundred  and  three,  their 
total  number,  twelve  were  contributed  by  his  friends;  of  which.  Numbers  33, 
93i  and  96,  were  written  by  Mr.  Thomas  Warton;  No.  67  by  Mr.  Langton; 
and  No.  76,  79,  and  82  by  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds;  the  concluding  words  of 
No.  82,  "  and  pollute  his  canvas  with  deformity,"  being  added  by  Johnfon> 
as  Sir  Jolhua  informed  me. 

The  Idler  is  evidently  the  work  of  the  lame  mind  which  produced  the 
Rambler,  but  has  lefs  body,  and  more  Ipirit.  It  has  more  variety  of  real  life, 
and  greater  facility  of  language.  He  defcribes  the  miferies  of  idlenefs,  with 
the  lively  fenfations  of  one  who  had  felt  them ;  and  in  his  private  memo- 
randums while  engaged  in  it,  we  find  "  This  year  I  hope  to  learn  diligence  ^Z' 
Many  of  thefe  excellent  eflays  were  written  as  haftily  as  an  ordinary  letter, 
Mr.  Langton  remembers  Johnfon,  when  on  a  vilit  ar  Oxford,  afking  him  one 
evening  how  long  it  was  till  the  poll  went  out;  and  on  being  told  about  half 
an  hour,  he  exclaimed,  '*  then  we  Ihall  do  very  well."  He  upon  this  inftantly 
fat  down  and  finilhed  an  Idler,  which  it  was  neceflary  fhould  be  in  London 
the  next  day.  Mr.  Langton  having  lignified  a  wilh  to  read  it,  "  Sir,  (faid  he) 
you  fhall  not  do  more  than  I  have  done  myfelf."  Ht  then  folded  it  up,  and 
fent  it  off.  , 

Yet  there  arc  in  the  Idler  feveral  papers  which  fhew  as  much  profundity  of 
thought,  and  labour  of  language,  as  any  of  this  great  man's  writings.  No.  14, 
"Robbery  of  time;"  No.  24,  "  Thinking;"  No.  41,  "Deadi  of  a  friend;" 
No.  43,  "  Flight  of  time;"  No.  51,  "  Domeftick  greatnefs  unattainable;" 
No.  52,  "Self-denial;"  No.  58,  "Aftual,  how  Ihort  of  fancied  excellence;" 
No.  89,  "  Phylical  evil  moral  good ;"  and  his  concluding  paper  on  "  The 
horrour  of  the  laft,"  will  prove  this  affertion.  I  know  not  why  a  motto,  the  ufual 
trapping  of  periodical  papers,  is  prefixed  to  very  few  of  the  Idlers,  as  I  have 
heard  Johnfon  commend  the  cuftom ;  and  he  never  coukl  be  at  a  lols  for  one, 
his  memory  being  ftorcd  with  innumerable  pallages  of  the  clallicks.  In  this- 
feries  of  eflays  he  exhibits  admirable  inftances  of  grave  humour,  of  which  he  had 

^  '  Frayera  and  Meditations,  p.  30. 
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an  uncommon  fliare.  Nor  on  fome  occafions  has  he  repreiled  that  power  of 
Ibphiftry  which  he  poflcfled  in  fo  eminent  a  degree.  In  No.  1 1,  he  treats  with 
the  utmoft  contempt  the  opinion  that  our  mental  faculties  depend,  in  fomc 
degree,  upon  the  weather  j  an  opinion,  which  they  who  have  never  experienced 
its  tnith  are  not  to  be  envied,  and  of  which  he  himfelf  could  not  but  be 
fenfible,  as  the  cflfefts  of  weather  upon  him  were  very  vifibk.  Yet  thus  he 
declaims :  "  Surely,  nothing  is  (nore  reproachful  to  a  being  endowed  with 
reafon,  than  to  refign  its  powers  to  the  influence  of  the  air,  and  live  in  depen-^ 
dance  on  the  weather  and  the  wind  for  the  only  blefllngs  which  Nature  has 
put  into  our  power,  tranquillity  and  benevolence.— This  diftinftion  of  feaibns 
is  produced  only  by  imagination  operating  on  luxury.  To  temperance,  every 
day  is  bright ;  and  every  hour  is  propitious  to  diligence.  He  that  fhall  refo- 
lutely  excite  his  faculties,  or  exert  his  virtues,  will  foon  make  himfelf  fupcriour 
to  the  fcafons ;  and  may  fet  at  defiance  the  morning  mift  and  the  evening  damp, 
the  blafts  of  the  eafl:,  and  the  clouds  of  the  fouth." 

Alas  1  it  is  too  certain,  that  where  the  frame  has  delicate  fibres,  and  there 
is  a  fine  fenfibility,  fuch  influences  of  the  air  are  irrefifbble.  He  might  as  well 
have  bid  defiance  to  the  ague,  the  palfy,  and  all  other  bodily  diforders.  Such 
i?oaftilig  of  the  force  of  mind  is  falfe  elevation. 

^  I  think  the  Romans  call  it  Stoicifm.'* 

But  in  this  number  of  his  Idler  Iiis  fpirits  feem  to  run  rioti  for  in  the  wanton- 
jaefs  of  his  difquifition  he  forgets,  for  a  moment,  even  the  reverence  for  that  which 
he  held  in  high  refpefti  and  defcribes  "  the  attendant  on  a  Court y'  as  one  "  whofe  • 
bufinefs  is  to  watch  the  looks  of  a  being,  weak  and  foolilh  as  himfelf.'* 

His  unqualified  ridicule  of  rhetorical  gefliire  or  aftion  is  not,  furely,  a  teft 
of  truth ;  yet  we  cannot  help  admiring  how  well  it  is  adapted  to  produce  the 
effedt  which  he  wilhed  *'  Neither  the  judges  of  our  laws,  nor  the  repre- 
fentarives  of  our  people,  would  be  much  affeded  by  laboured  gefticularion^ 
or  believe  any  man  the  more  becaufc  he  rolled  his  eyes,  or  puffed  \i&  cheeks, 
or  fpread  abroad  his  arms,  or  ftampcd  the  ground,  or  thumped  his  bre^» 
or  turned  his  eyes  fometimes  to  the  cielin^  and  fomedmes  to  the  fli^or." 

A  cafual  coincidence  with  other  writers,  Oi-  an  adoption  of  a  fcmiment  or 
image  which  has  b^en  found  iu  the  writings  of  another,  and  a&erwards  appears 
in  the  mind  as  one's  owbi^  is  not  unfrcquent.  The  richneis  of  Johnfon's  faacy^ 
Hfhifh  could  fupply  his  page  abundantly  on  aU  occafions,  and.  the  flrcngth  <^ 
his  memory,  which  at  once  detefted  the  real  owner  of  any  thought,  made 
him  lefs  liable  to  the  imputatioa  of  plagiarifm  than,  perhaps,  any  of  our 
4  writers. 
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writcrsr  In  the  Idler,  however,  there  is  a  paper,  in  which  converfation  is 
aflimilated  to  a  bowl  of  punch,  where  thtrt  is  the  fame  train  of  comparifon 
as  in  a  poem  by  Blacklock,  in  his  coUeftion  publifhed  in  1756;* in  which  a 
parallel  is  ingenioufly  drawn  between  human  life  and  thit  liqtior.    It  ends, 

'  "  9by  then,  phylicians  of  each  kind, 
«  Who  cure  the  body  or  the  mind, 
"  What  harm  in  drinking  can  there  be, 
^«  Since  punch  and  life  fo-well  agree  ?" 

To  the  Idler,  when  collefted  in  volumes,  he  added  (befide  the  Ettay  oh 
Epitaphs,  and  die  Diflertation  on  diofe  of  Pope,)  an  Effay  on  the  Bravery  of 
the  Englifh  common  S<rfdi€rs» 

ftf  the  Reverend  Mr,  Thomas  WartOn. 

^*  Dear  Sir,  - 

*'  YOUR  notes  upon  my  poet  were  very  acceptable.  I  beg  that 
you  will  be  fb  kind  a«  to  continue  your  fearches.  It  will  be  reputable,  to >my 
work,  and  fuitable  to  your  profeflbrlhip,  to  have  fomething  of  yours  in  the 
notes.  As  you  have  given  no  diredtions  about  your  name,  I  iliall  therefore 
put  it.  I  wifh  your  brother  would  take  the  fame  trouble.  A  commentary 
muft  arife  from  the  fortuitous  difcoveriesof  many  men  in  devious  walks  of 
literature.  Some  of  your  remarks  arc  on  plays  already  printed :  but  I  purpofe 
to  add  an  Appendix  of  ^Notes,,  ib  tHat/no^ng  come^  too  late. 
'  *  **'  Tbu  give  yourfelf  too  mucTi  uricafinds,!  dear  Sir,  about  the  lofs.  of  the 
papers*.  The  lofs  is  nothing,  if^ -nobody  has-  fbxirid  themj  nor  even  then, 
perhapSj,  if  the  numbers  be  known.  You  are  not  the  9i>ly  friend  that  has  had 
the  fafne  mifchance.  You  may  repair  your  want  out  * -of  a  fftpQk>t;Which  is^ 
^depolited  with  Mr.  Alleii,  of  MagdaJen-Hall  \  or  .out  of,  ^  parcel  which  I 
hajvc  juft  fent  to  Mr.  Chambers ',  for  the  u/c  of  any  body  .-that  will  be  fo  kind 
as,  to'wiant  themi '  *MK  Langtons  are  well  ^  and  Mifs  Robeits>.  whom  I  have 
at  k((  brought  to  fpeak,  upon  the  information  which  you  gave  me,  that  fhe 
1\ad  Ibaiething  to  fay. 

^^  \  am,  &c. 

••  .[London,]  April  14,  1758.  Sam.  JO'HifS^O!^.^ 

■  ««  Receipts  for  Shakfpcare.*' 

^  '*  Then  of  Lincoln  CoUege.    Now  Sir  Robert  Cfaambersj,  one  of  tk  Judges  sa  India.** 
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To  tbejame. 

*^  Dear  Sir, 

"YOU  will  receive  this  by  Mr,  Baretti,  a  gentleman  particularly 
intitlcd  to  the  notice  and  kindncfs  of  the  profeflbr  of  poefy.  He  has  time 
but  for  a  fhort  ftay,  and  will  be  glad  to  have  it  filled  up  with  as  mbch  as  he 
can  hear  and  fee. 

"  In  recommending  another  to  your  favour,  I  ought  not  to  omit  thanks 
for  the  kindnefs  which  you  have  fhewn  to  myfcl£  Have  you  any  more  notes 
on  Shakfpeare  ?    I  fhall  be  glad  of  them. 

"  I  fee  your  pupil  *  fometimess  his  mind  is  as  exalted  as  his  ftature.  I  am 
half  afraid  of  him ;  but  he  is  no  lefs  amiable  than  formidable.  He  will,  if 
the  forwardnefs  of  his  fpring  be  not  blafled,  be  a  credit  to  you,  and  to  the 
Univerfity.  He  brings  fbme  of  my  plays  *  with  him,  which  he  has  my 
permiflion  to  fhew  you,  on  condition  you  will  hide  them  from  every  bpdy 
elfe. 

**  I  am,  dear  Sir^  &c. 

^*  [London,]  June  1,  1 7jS,  Sam.  JoHNSOK.*' 

1759.  In  I759>  ^'^  the  month  of  January,  his  mother  died,  at  the  great  age  of 
ninety,  an  event  which  deeply  affefted  him,  not  that  "  his  mind  had  acquired 
no  firmnefs  by  the  contemplation  of  niortality',"  but  that  his  reverential 
afFeftion  for  her  was  not  abated  by  years,  as  indeed  he  retained  aU  his'tendej: 
feelings  even  to  the  lateft  period  of  his.  life.  I  have  been  told  that  he  regrcttecl 
much  his  not  having  gbne  to  vifit  his  mother  for  feveral  years  previous  to  her 
death.  But  he  was  conflantly  engaged  in  literary  labours,  which  confined 
him  to  London  5  and'  though  he  had  not  the  comfort  of  feeing  his  aged  parent, 
he  coiltributed^liberally  to  her  fupport.  '  '\  / 

Soon  after  this  event,  ^he  wrote  his  "  Rasselas,  Prince' of' Abyss^inia  i*** 
concerning'  the  publication  of  which  Sir  John  Hawkins  guctes  vaguely  and  ^dly, 
inflead  of  having  takte  the  trouble  to  inform  himfelf  with*  authentic^  pre- 
cifion.  Not  to  trouble  my  readers  with  a  repetition  of  the  Knight's  reveries, 
I  have  to  mention,  that  the  late  Mr.  Strahan  the  printer  told  me,'  that  Johnfon 

«  «*  Mr.  Langton/*  •    i  '  - 

*  '*  Part  of  the  impreflion  of  the  Shakfpeare,  which  Dr.  Johnfon  conduced  alone,  and  pub* 
C(hed  by  fubfcription.    This  edition  came  out  in  1765." 

*  Hawkms's  Life  of  Johnfon,  p.  36;*  ' 
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•wrote  it,  that  with  the  profits  he  might  defi^y  the  cxpence  of  his  mother's      i759«^ 
'funeral,  and  pay  fome  litde  debts  which  Ihe  had  left.     He  told  Sir  Jofliua  ^^^, 
Reynolds  that  he  compofed  it  in  the  evenings  of  one  week,  fent  it  to  the  prcfs 
in  portions  as  it  was  written,  and  had  never  fince  read  it  over.    Mr.  Strahan, 
Mr.  Johnfton,  and  Mr.  Dodfley  purchafcd  it  for  a  hundred  pounds,  but  after- 
wards paid  him  twenty-five  poiinds  more  when  it  came  to  a  fecond  edition. 

Confidering  the  large  fums  which  have  been  received  for  compilations,  and 
works  requiring  not  much  more  genius  than  compilations,  we  cannot  but 
wonder  at  the  very  low  price  which  he  was  content  to  receive  for  this  admirable 
performance,  which,  though  he  had  written  nothing  elfe,  would  have  rendered 
his  name  immortal  m  the  world  of  literature.  None  of  his  writings  has  been 
fo  extcnlively  difiiifed  over  Europe  5  for  it  has  been  tranflated  into  moft,  if 
not  all,  of  the  modem  languages.  This  Tale,  with  all  the  charms  of  oriental 
imagery,  and  all  the  force  and  beauty  of  which  the  Engliih  language  is 
capable,  leads  us  through  the  moft  important  (cenes  of  human  life,  and  fhews 
us  that  this  ftage  of  our  being  is  full  of  "  vanity  and  Vexation  of  fpirit." 
To  thofe  who  look  no  ftirther  than  the  prefent  life,  or  who  maintain  that 
human  nature  has  not  fallen  from  the  fbte  in  which  it  was  created,  the 
inftru£tion  of  this  fublime  ftory  will  be  of  no  avail.  But  they  who  think 
juftly,  and  feel  with  ftrong  fenfibility,  will  liften  with  eagemefs  and  admiration 
to  its  truth  and  wifiiom.  Voltaire's  Candide,  written  to  refute  die  fyftem  of 
Optimifm,  which  it  has  accompliihcd  with  brilliant  fuccefs,  is  wonderfully 
jQmilar  in  its  plan  and  conduft  to  Johnfon's  Rasselas  ;  infomuch,  that  I  have 
heard  Johnlbn  fay,  that  if  they  had  not  been  publifhed  fb  clofely  one  after  the 
other  that  there  was  not  time  for  imitation,  it  would  have  been  in  vain  to  deny 
that  the  feheme  of  that  which  came  lateft  was  taken  fix>m  the  odier.  Though 
the  propofidon  illuftrated  by  both  thefe  works  was  the  lame,  'namely,  that  in 
our  prefent  ftate  there  is  more  evil  than  good,  the  intention  of  the  writers  was 
very  difllerent.  Voltaire,  I  am  afraid,  meant  only  by  wanton  profanenefs  to 
obtain  a  fportivc  victory  over  religion,  and  to  difcredit  the  belief  of  a  fupcr- 
intending  Providence :  Johnfon  meant,  by  Ihewing  the  unfatisfitftory  nature 
of  things  temporal,  to  direfl:  the  hopes  of  man  to  things  eternal.  Raflelas, 
as  was  obferved  to  H)e  by  a  very  accomplifhed  lady,  may  be  confidered  as -a 
more  enlarged  and  more  deeply  philofophical  difcourfe  in  profc,  upon  the 
interefting  truth,  which  in  his  "  Vanity  of  human  Wifhes"  he  had  fo  fucceff- 
fuUy  enforced  in  verfe. 

The  fund  of  thinking  which  this  work  contains  is  fuch,  that  almoft  evefy 
fentcnce  of  it  may  furnilh  a  fubjeft  of  long  meditation.    I  am  not  fatisfied-i^a 
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year  pafles  without  my  having  read  it  through ;  and  at  every  J)erofal,  my 
admiration  of  the  mind  which  produced  it  is  fo  highly  raifed,  that  I.  can  fcarcety 
believe  that  I  had  the  honour  of  enjoying  the  intimacy  of  fuch  a  taJtn. 

I  reftrain  myfelf  from  quoting  pafiages  from  this  excellent  work,  or  even 
referring  to  them,  becaufe  I  fhould  not  know  Vhat  to  fele£l:,  or,  rather,  what 
to  omit.  I  ihall,  however,  tranfcribe  one,  as  it  fliews  how  well  he  could  ftace 
the  arguments  of  thofe  who  believe  in  the  appearande  of  departed  Ipiriis,  a 
doftrine  which  it  is  a  miftake  to  fiippofe  that  he  himfelf  ever  pofitivelyheld. 

"  If  all  your  fear  be  of  apparitions,  (faid  the  Prince,)  I  will  promife  you 
fafety :  there  is  no  danger  from  the  dead  j  he  that  is  once  buried  will  be  feen 
no  more. 

"  That  die  dead  are  feen.no  more  (faid  Imlac,)  I  will  not  undertake  to 
maintain  againft  the  concurrent  and  unvaried  teftimony  of  all  ages,  and  of  all 
nations.  There  is  no  people,  rude  or  learned,  among  whom  apparitions  of 
the  dead  are  not  related  and  believed.  This  opinion,  which  prevails  as  far  as 
human  nature  is  diffufcd,  could  become  univerfal  only  by  its  truth ;  thofe  that 
never  heard  of  one  another,  would  not  have  agreed  in  a  tale  which  nothing 
but  CTperience  can  make  credible.  That  it  is  doubted  by  fingle  cavillers,  can 
very  little  weaken  the  general  evidence;  Md  fome  who  deny  it  with  their 
tongues,  confefs  it  by  their  fears.*' 

Notwithftanding  die  high  admiration  of  Raiielas,  I  will  not  maintain  that 
the  "  morbid  melancholy'^  in  Johnfon's  conftiturion  may  not,  perhaps,  have 
made  life  appear  to, him  more  infipid  and  unhappy  than  it  geherally  is;  for  I 
am  fure  that  he  had  lefs  enjoyment  from  it  than  I  have.  Yet,  whatever 
addidonal  fliade  his  own  particular  fcnfations  may  have  thrown  on  his  reprc- 
fentation  of  life,  attentive  obfervation  and  clofe  inquiry  have  convinced  me, 
that  there  is  too  much  of  reality' in  the  gloomy  pifture.  The  truth,  however, 
is,  that  we  judge  of  the  happinefs  and  mifcry  of  life  difFerendy  at  different 
times,  according  to  the  ftate  of  o\ir  changeable  frame.  I  always  remember 
a  remark  made  to  me  by  a  Tutkifh  lady,  educated  in  France,  "  Mafoi^ 
MonfieuTy  mtre  ionJbeur  depend  du  faqtm  que  fiotre  fang  circule.'^  This  have  I 
learnt  from  a  pretty  hard  courfe  of  experience,  and  would,  from  fincerc 
benevolence,  imprefs  upon  all  who  honour  this  jbook  with  a  perufal,  that  until 
afteady  conviction  is  obtained,  that  the  prefent  life  is  an  imperfeft  ftate,  and 
'only  a  paflage  to  a  better,  if  we  comply  with  the  divine  fcbemc  of  progref- 
five  improvement ;  and  alfo  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  myfterious  plan  of  Provi- 
dence, that  intelleftual  beings  muft  "  be  made  pcrfeft  throu^  fufFering  ;** 
there  will  be  a  continual  recurrence  of  difappointment  and  uneafinefs.  But 
4  if 
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if  wc  walk  with  hope  in  *'  the  mid-day  fun"  of  revelation,  our  temper  and      '759- 
diijpofitioo  will  be  fuch,  tha|  the. comforts  and  enjoyments  in  our  way  will  be  '^tat'.  co^ 
reliihedj  while  we  patiently  fupport  the  inconveniencies  and  pains.     After 
much  /peculation'  and  various  reafonings,  I  acknowledge  myfelf  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  Voltaire's  cooclufionj  <^  yf^es  tout  c^efi  un  mmde  pajfable'^    But  we 
muft  not  think  too  deeply : 

«  Where  ignorance  is  blifi,  'tis  folly  to  be  wife," 

is,  in  many  relpefts,  more  than  poetically  juft.  Let  us  cultivate,  under  the 
command  of  good  prmciplcs,  "  La  tbeorie  des  Jenfatims  agreables  ;*'  and,  as 
Mr.  Burke  once  admirably  counfelled  a  grave  and  anxious  gentleman,  "  live 
pleafant-'* 

The  efFeft  of  Raflelas,  and  of  Johnfon's  other  moral  tales,  is  thus  beauti- 
fully illuftrated  by  Mn  Courtenay : 

**  Impreffive  troth,  in  fplendid  fidion  dreft, 

*'  Checks  the  vain  wifh,  and  calms  the  troubled  breafl  5 

*'  O'er  the  dark  mind  a  light  celeftial  throws, 

''  And  fboths  the  angry  paflions  to  repofc  j 

"  As  oil  efFus'd  illumes  and  fmooths  the  deep, 

"  When  rouniS  the  bark  the  fwelling  furges  fweep*/* 

It  will  be  recolleftcd,  that  during  all  this  year  he  carried  on  his  Idler  ^ 
and,  no  doubt,  was  proceeding,  though  (lowly,  in  his  edition  of  Shakipeare. 

He, 

m 

^  Literary  and  moral  Charafler  of  Dr.  Johnfon* 

'  This  paper  wa«  in  fuch  high  eftimation  before  it  was  coUedM  into  volumes,  that  it  was  feized 
on  with  avidity  by  various  publifhers  of  newfpapers  and  magazines,  to  enrich  their  publications. 
Johnfon,  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  unfair  proceeding,  wrote  for  the  Univerial  Chronicle  the  following 
advertifement,  in  which  there  is,  perhaps,  more  pomp  of  words  than  the  occafion  demanded  : 

**  London,  January  5,  17$9*  Advertifement.  The  proprietors  of  the  paper  entitled  '  The 
Idler,'  having  found  that  thofe  eflays  are^inferted  in  the  newfpapers  and  magazines  with  fo  little 
regard  to  juilice  or  decency,  that  the  Univerfal  Chronicle,  in  which  they  firft  appear,  is  not  always 
mentioned,  think  it  neceflary  to  declare  to  the  publifhers  of  thofe  coUec'lions,  that  however  patiently 
fhey  have  hitherto  endured  thefe  injuries,  made  yet  more  injurious  by  conteippt»  they  have  now 
determined  to  endure  them  no  longer.  They  have  already  feen  eiTays,  for  which  a  very  large  price 
is  paid,  tfansfersed,  with  the  moft  ihamelefe  rapacity,  into  the  weekly  or  monthly  compila. 
tions,  and  their  right,  at  leaft  for  .^  prefent,  alienated  from  them,  before  they  could  themfelves 
be  faid  to  enjoy  it.  Bat  they  would  not  willingly  be  thought  to  want  t^ndernefs.  even  for  men 
by  whom  no  tendeznefs  hath  been  ihewn.    The  paft  is  without  remedy,  and  (hall  be  without 

B  b  2  refentment. 
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He,  however,  from  that  liberality  which  never  Med,  when  called  upon  to 
aflift  other  labourers  in  literature,  found  time  to  tranflate  for  Mrs.  Lennox's 
Englifh  verfion  of  Brumoy,  "  A  Diflcrtation  on  the  Greek  Comedy,j""  and 
the  General  Conclufion  of  the  book.j- 

I  would  afcribe  to  this  year  the  following  letter  to  a  fon  of  one  of  his  early 
friends  at  Lichfield,  Mr.  Jofeph  Simpfon,  Barriftcr  and  authour  of  a  traft 
cntidcd  «'  Reflcftions  on  the  Study  of  the  Law." 

^0  Joseph  Simpsok,  E/q. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  YOUR  father's  inexorability  not  only  grieves  but  amazes  me: 
he  is  your  father :  he  was  always  accounted  a  wife  man  -,  nor  do  I  remember 
any  thing  to  the  difadvantage  of  his  good  nature  -,  but  in  his  refufal  to  aflift 
you  there  is  neither  good-nature,  fatherhood,  nor  wifdom.  It  is  the  prafticc 
of  good-nature  to  overlook  faults  which  have  already,  by  the  confequences^ 
punifhed  the  delinquent.  It  is  natural  for  a  father  to  think  more  favourably 
than  others  of  his  children  -,  and  it  is  always  wife  to  give  affiftance  while 
a  litde  help  will  prevent  the  neceflity  of  greater. 

**  If  you  married  imprudendy,  you  mifcarried  ^t  your  own  hazard,  at  an 
age  when  you  had  a  right  of  choice  It  would  be  hand  if  the  man  might 
not  choofe  his  own  wife,  who  has  a  right  to  plead  before  the  Judges  of  his 
country. 

^'  If  your  imprudence  has  ended  in  difficuldes  and.  inconveniences,  you  are. 
yourfclf  to  fupport  them  j  and,  with  the  help  of  a  litde  better  health,  you 
would  fupport  them  and  conquer  them.  Surely,  that  want  which  accident 
and  ficknefs  produces,  is  to  be  fupported  in  every  region  of  humanity,  though 
there  were  neither  friends  nor  fathers  in  the  world.  You  have  certainly  from 
your  father  the  higheft  claim^^of  charity,,  though  none  of  rights  and  therefore 

refcntmcnt.  Bat  thofe  who  have  been  tfius  bofy  with  their  ficklcs  in  the  fields  of  their  neighbours, 
are  henceforward  to  take  notice,  that  the  time  of  impunity  is  at  an  end.  Whoever  ihall,  without 
our  leave,  lay  the  hand  of  rapine  upon  our  papers,  is  to  expe^  that  we  fhall  vindicate  our  due, 
by  the  means  which  juftiee  prefcribes,  and  which  are  warranted  by  the  immemorial  prefcripdons 
of  hcnourabk  trade*  We  (haU  lay  hold,  in  osr  turn,  on  their  copie8>  degrade  them  from  the 
pomp  of  wide. margin  and  diffufe  typography,  contra^  them  into  a  nanow  tpAue,  and  fell 
them  at  an  humble  price ;  yet  not  with  a  view  of  growing  rich  by  confifcations,  for  we  think 
not  much  better  of  money  got  by  punifhment  than  by  crimes.  We  (hallr  therefore*  when  our 
lofTes  are  repaid,  give  what  profit  ihaU  remain  to  the  Magdaleiu ;  for  we  know  not  who  can  be 
more  properly  taxed  for  the  fupport  of  penitent  proftitutes,  thaiv  profUtutes  in  whom  tbeie  yet 
appears  neither  penitence  nor  fliame." 

I  would 
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I  would  counfel  you  to  omit  no  decent  nor  manly  degree  of  importunity.  Your  »7y9* 
debts  in  the  whole  are  not  large,  and  of  the  whole  but  a  fmall  part  is  trouble-  jEtat.  c^' 
Ibme.  Small  debts  are  like  fmall  (hot  j  they  are  rattling  on  every  fide,  and 
can  fcarcely  be  efcaped  without  a  wound:  great  debts  arc  like  cannon;  of 
loud  noifey  but  litde  danger.  You  muft,  therefore,  be  enabled  to  difcharge 
petty  debts,  that  you  may  have  leifure,  with  fecurity,  to  ftruggle  with  the 
reft.  Neither  the  great  nor  little  debts  difgrace  you.  I  am  fure  you  have  my 
cfteem  for  the  courage  with  wluch  you  contrafted  them,  and  the  ipirit  with 
which  you  endure  them-  1  wilh  my  efteem  could  be  of  more  ufe.  I  have 
been  invited,  or  have  invited  myfelf,  to  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
will  not  incommode  my  dear  Lucy  by  coming  to  Lichfield,  while  her  prefcnt 
lodging  is  of  any  ufe  to  her.  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  at  leifure,  and  to 
make  vifits.  Whither  I  flmll  fly  is  matter  of  no  importance.  A  man  uncon- 
ne£bed  is  at  home  every  where ;  unlefs  he  may  be  faid  to  be  at  home  no  where. 
I  am  forry,  dear  Sir,  that  where  you-  have  parents,  a  man  of  your  merits 
ihould  not  have  an  home.     I  wifh  I  could  give  it  you.     I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

*^  Affeftionately  your's,< 

^  Sam.  J^hnsom.^ 

He  now  refreftied  himfelf  by  an  excurfion  to  Oxford,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing ihort  charafteriftical  notice,  in  his  own  words,  is  preferved:  «  *  *  ♦  is- 
now  making  tea  for  me.  1  have  been  in  my  gown  ever  fince  I  came  here. 
It  was  at  my  firft  coming  quite  new  and  handfome^  I  have  fwum  thrice> 
which  I  had  difufed  for  many  years.  I  have  propofed  to  Vanfittart^  climbing 
over  the  wall,  but  he  has  refufcd  me.  And  I  have  clapped  my  hands  till  they 
are  fore,  at  Dr.  King's  fpcech  ^.'* 

His  negro  fervant,  Francis  Barber,  having  left  him,  and  been  fomc  time  at 
fea,  not  preffed  as  has  been  luppofed,  but  with  his  own  confent,  it  appears 
from  a  letter  to  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  from  Dr.  Smollet,  that  his  mafter  kindly 
interefted  himfelf  in  procuring  his  releafe  from  a.ftate  of  life  of  which  Johnfon 
always  expreifed  theutmoft  abhorrence..  He  faid,  ^<*No  man  will  be  a  iailor 
who  has  contrivance  enough  to  get  himfelf  into  a  jail ;  for  being  in  a  fhip  is 
being.iha jail,,  with  the  chance  of  being  drovwied^'.'*  And  at  another  time,, 
•*  A  man  in  a  jail  has  more  room,,  better  food,,  and  commonly  better 
company  9." 

^  Drv.  Robert  Vanftttart,  of  the  andeat  and  lefpeAabfe  family  of  that  naxne  iir  Beikfiuie.    H^ 
was  emixient  for  learning  and  worth,  and  much  efleemed  by  Dx,  Johnfon. 
^  Getitleman'8  Magazine,  April  1785. 
*  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  jd  edit.  p.  I3&  *  Ibid.  p.  251. 
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The  letter  was  as  follows : 

«  Dear   Sir,  Chclfea,  March  i6,  1759. 

«  I  AM  again  your  petitioner^  in  behalf  of  that  great  chum '  of  literature 
Samuel  Johnfon.  His  black  fervant,  whofe  name  is  Francis  Barber,  has  been 
preffed  on  board  the  Stag  Frigate,  Captain  Angel,  and  our  lexicographer  is  in 
great  diftrefs.  He  fays  the  boy  is  a  fickly  lad,  of  a  delicate  frame,  and  par- 
ticularly fubjeft  to  a  malady  in  his  throat,  which  renders  him  yery  unfit  for 
his  Majefty's  fe'rvice.  You  know  what  matter  of  animofity  the  faid  Johnfon 
has  againft  you ;  and  I  dare  fay  you  defire  no  other  opportunity  of  refenting 
it  tftan  that  pf  laying  him  under  an  obligation.  He  was  humble  enou^  to 
defire  my  afliftance  on  this  occafion,  though  he  and  I  were  never  cater-coufins; 
and  I  gave  him  to  underftand  that  I  would  make  application  to  my  friend 
Mr.  Wilkes,  who,  perhaps,  by  his  intereft  with  Dr.  Hay  and  Mr-  Elliott, 
might  be  able  to  procure  the  difcharge  of  his  lacquey.  It  would  be  fupcr- 
fluous  to  fay  more  on  the  fubjeft,  which  I  leave  to  your  own  confideration ; 
but  I  cannot  let  flip  this  opportunity  of  declaring  that  I  am,  with  the  moft 
invioUble  efteem  and  attachment,  dear  Sir, 

^*  Your  afFe6kionate  obliged  humble  fervant, 

«  T.  Smollet/* 

Mn  Wilkes,  who  upon  all  occafions  has  afted,  as  a  private  gentleman,  with 
moft  polite  liberality,  applied  to  his  friend  Sir  George  Hay,  then  one  of  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty ;  and  Francis  Barber  was  difcharged,  as 
he  has  told  me,  without  any  wifh  of  his  own.  He  recollects  the  precife  tinje 
to  be  three  days  before  King  George  II.  died.  He  found  his-  old  mafter 
in  chanabers  in  the  Inner  Temple,  and  returned  to  his  fervice. 

What  particular  new  fcheme  of  life  Johnfon  had  in  view  this  year,  I  have 
not  difcovered  i  but  that  he  meditated  one  of  fome  fort,  is  clear  6x>m  his 
private  devotions,  in  which  we  find  *,  "  the  change  of  outward  things  which  I 
am  now  to  make ;"  and,  "  Grant  me  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  th€ 
courfe  which  I  am  now  beginning  may  proceed  according  to  thy  laws,  and 
end  in  the  enjoyment  of  thy  favour."  But  he  did  not,  in  faft,  make  any 
external  or  vifible  change. 

»  Had  Dr,  SmoIIct  been  bred  at  an  Englifti  Univerfity,  he  would  hav'c  known  thai  a  chum  is  a 
ilodent  who  lives  with  another  in  a  chambet  common  to  them  both.  A  dutm  rf  literature  is 
jionfenfc, 

*  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  30  and  40. 

•  At 
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At  this  time  there  being  a  competition  among  the  architefts  of  London  to  '75:9^ 
.  be  employed  in  the  building  of  Blackfriars-bridge,  a  queftion  was  very  ^'tatTio! 
warmly  agitated  whether  femicircular  or  elliptical  arches  were  preferable.  In 
the  defign  oflered  by  Mr.  Mylne  the  elliptical  form  was  adopted,  and  there- 
fore it  was  the  great  objeft  of  his  rivals  to  attack  it.  Johnfon's  regard  for 
his  friend  Mr.  Gwyn  induced  him  to  engage  in  this  controveriy  againft  Mr. 
Mylne ' ;  and  after  being  at  confiderable  pains  to  ftudy  the  fubjed,  he  wrote 
three  fevcral  letters  in  the  Gazetteer,  in  oppofition  to  his  plan. 

If 

'  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  given  a  long  detail  of  it,  in  that  manner  vulgarly,  but  fignificantly, 
called  rigmarole;  in  which,  amidii  an  oftentatioas  exhibition  of  arts  and  artifts,  he  talks  of  •'  pro-  - 
portions  of  a  colamn  being  taken  from  that  of  the  human  figure,  and  adjnfted  by  Atf/;yrv— -mafcu- 
line  and  feminine-— in  a  tozn,  fe/quhSave  of  the  head,  and  in  a  woman  fefyuwonal \*  nor  has  he 
failed  to  introduce  a  jargon  of  mufical  terms,  which  do  not  feem  much  to  correfpond  with  the 
fubje^«  but  ferve  to  make  up  the  heterogeneous  mafs.  To  follow  the  Knight  through  all  tiiia, 
would  be  an  ufelefs  fatigue  to  myfelf,  and  not  a  little  difguftlng  to  my  readers.  I  fhall,  therefore* 
only  make  a  few  remarks  upon  his  ftatement.— i-He  feems  to  exult  in  having  detc^ed  Johnfon  in 
jproCuring  "  from  a  perfon  eminently  Ikilled  in  mathematicks  and  the  principles  of  architefturc, . 
imfwers  to  a  Rring  of  queftions  drawn  op  by  himfelf,  touching  the  comparative  ftrength  of  femi- 
'circular  and  tliiptical  arches/'  Now  I  cannot  conceive  how  Johnfon  could  have  a^ed  more  wifely. 
Sir  John  Complains  that  the  opinion  of  that  excellent  mathematician,  Mr.  Thomas  Simpfon,  did 
not  preponderate  in  favour  of  the  femicircular  arch.  But  he  fhould  have  known,  that  however 
eminent  Mr.  Simpfon  was  in  the  high/er. parts  of  abftrad  mathematical  fcience,  he  was  little  verfed^ 
,in  mixed  and  pra^cal  mechanicks.  Mr.  Muller,  of  Woolwich  Academy,  the  fcholaflick  father 
of  all  the  great  engineers  which  this  country  has  employed  for  forty  years,  decided  the  queftion 'by 
<leclaring  clearly  in  favour  of  the  elliptical  arch. 

It  is  urtgractoufly  foggefted,  that  Johnfon's  motive  for  oppofing  Mr.  Mylnc's  fcheme  may 

.have  been  his  prejudice  againft  him  as  a  native  of  North-Britain ;   when,   in  truth,   as  has 

been  ftated,   he  gave  the  aid  of  his  able  pen  to  a  friend^   who  was  one  of  the  candidates;. 

and  fo  far  was  he  from  having  any  illiberal  antipathy  to  Mr.  Mylne,  that  he  afterwards  lived 

'  with  that,  gentleman  upon  very  agreeable  terms  of  acquaintance,  and  dined  with  him  at  his 

houfe*    Sir  John  Hawkins,  indeed^  gires  full  vent  to  his  own  prejudice  in  abafing  Blackfriars- 

.  bridge,  calling  it  '*  an  edifice,  in  which  beauty  and  fynunetry  are  in  vain  fought  for ;  by  which 

the  citizens  of  London  have  perpetuated  their  own  difgrace,  and  fubje^kd  a  whole  nation  to  the 

« reproach  of  foreigners."    Whoever  has  contemplated,  placido  lumine^  this  ftately,  elegant,  and 

aijyftra^re,  which  has  fo  fine  an  efted,  efpecially  on  approaching  the  capital  on  that  quarter, 

moft  wonder  at  fiich  unjnft  and  ill-tempered  cenfnre ;  and  I  appeal  to  all  foreigners  of  good  tafte, 

vHiether  this  -bridge  be  not  one  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  ofnaroents  of  London.    As  to  the  ftabilicy 

of  the  fabrick,  it  is  certain  that  the  City  of  London  took  every  precaution  to  have  the  beft  Port- 

'  told  ftone  for  it ;  but  as  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  quarries  belonging  to  the  publick,  undpr^  tbo' 

AiMftion  of' the- Lords  of  the  Treafnry,  it  fo  happened  that  parliamentary  intereft,  which  is  often 

the  bane  of  fair  purfuitt,  thwarted  their  endeavoufs.    Notwithftandingthb  difadvanuge,  it  is 

well  known  that  not  only  has  Black&iars-bridge  never  funk  cither  in.  its.  foundations  or  in  its 

arches. 
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1759-  If  it  fliould  be  remarked  that  this  was  a  controverfy  which  lay  quite  out 

^tatt  ce.  ^^  Johnfon's  way,  let  it  be  remembered  that  after  all,   his  employing  his 
powers  of  reafoning  and  eloquence  upon  a  fubjeft  which  he  had  ftudied  on  the 
moment,  is  not  more  ftrange  than  what  we  often  obferve  in  lawyers,  who,  as 
^icquid  agunt  homines  is  the  matter  of  law-^fuits,  are  fometimes  obliged  to 
pick  up  a  temporary  knowledge  of  an  art  or  fcience,  of  which  they  under- 
ftood  nothing  till  their  brief  was  delivered,  and  appear  to  be  much  mafters  of 
it.     In  like  manner,   members  of  the  legiflature  frequendy  introduce  and 
expatiate  upon  fiibjedis  of  which  they  have  informed  themfclves  for  the 
occafion. 
1760,         In  1760  he  wrote  ^^^  An  Addrefs  of  the  Painters  to  George  III.  on  his  Ac- 
ceflion  to  the  Throne  of  thefe  Kingdoms,f "  which  no  monarch  ever  afcended 
with  more  fmcere  congratulations  from  his  people.      Two  generations  of 
foreign  princes  had  prepared  their  minds  to  rejoice  in  having  again  a  King, 
who  gloried  in  being  "  born  a  Briton."     He  alfo  wrote  for  Mr.  Baretti  the 
Dedication!  of  his  Italian  and  Englifh  Diftionary,  to  the  Marquis  of  Abreu, 
then  Ambafladour  Extraordinary  from  Spain  at  the  Court  of  Great-Britain. 

Johnlbn  was  now  cither  ytry  idle,  or  very  bufy  with  his  Shakfpeare  -,  for  I 
-can  find,  no  other  publick  compofition  by  him  except  an  account  which  he 
gave  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  Mr.  Tyder's  acute  and  able  vindi- 
cation of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots.*  The  generofity  of  Johnfon*s  feelings 
ihines  forth  in  the  following  fentence ;  "  It  has  now  been  fafhionable,  for  near 
half  a  century,  to  defame  and  vilify  the  houfe  of  Stuart,*  and  to  exalt  and 
magnify  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  The  Stuarts  have  found  few  apologifts ;  for 
the  dead  cannot  pay  for  praife,  and  who  will,  without  reward,  oppofe  the  tide 
of  popularity  ?  Yet  there  remains  ftill  among  us,  not  wholly  extinguifhcd,  a 
zeal  for  truth,  a  defu-e  of  eftablilhing  right  in  oppofition  to  fafhion." 

In  this  year  I  have  not  difcovered  a  lingle  private  letter  written  by  him  to 
any  of  his  friends.  It  ihould  feem,  however,  that  he  had  at  this  period 
a  floating  intention  of  writing  a  hiftory  of  the  recent  and  wonderfol  fucceli^s 
oi  the  Britilh  arms  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe  j  for  among  his  refolutions  or 
jnemorandums,  September  18,  there  is,  *^  Send  for  books  for  Hift.  of  War*/* 
How  much  is  it  to  be  regretted  that  this  intention  was  not  fulfilled.  His 
juajeftick  jexpreflion  would  have  carried  down  to  the  lateft  pofterity  the  glorious 

arches>  which  wore  fo  much  the  fulijeft  of  conteft^  but  any  injuries  which  it  has  fufiered  from  the 
xfieAs  of  fevere  frofts  have  been  akcaady,  in  fome  meafurcs  repaired  with  jfoondcr  flpnej  and  evety 
xieceflaiy  renewal  can  be  completed  at  a  moderate  expence, 
^  Prayen  and  Meditations^  p.  42. 
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achievements  of  his  country,  with  the  fanie  fervent  glow  which  they  pro- 
duced on  the  mind  at  the  time.  He  would  have  been  under  no  temptation  to  ^gj^ 
deviate  in  any  degree  from  truth,  which  he  held  very  facred,  or  to  take  a  licence 
which  a  learned  divine  told  me  he  once  feemed,  in  a  converfation,  jocu- 
larly to  allow  to  hiftorians.  "  There  are  (faid  he)  inexcufable  lies,  and 
confccrated  lies.  For  inftance,  we  are  told  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  news  of 
the  unfortunate  battle  of  Fontenoy,  every  heart  beat,  and  every  eye  was  in 
tears.  Now  we  know  that  no  man  eat  his  dinner  the  worfc,  but  there  Jbould 
have  been  all  this  concern  j  and  to  fay  there  was^  (fmiling)  may  be  reckoned  a^ 
confecrated  lie.'* 

This  year  Mr.  Murphy  having  thought  himfelf  ill  treated  by  the  Reverend 
Dr.  Francklin,  who  was  one  of  the  writers  of  "  The  Critical  Review,"  pub- 
lifhed  an  indignant  vindication  in  "  A  Poetical  Epiftle  to  Samuel  Johnfon, 
A.  M."  in  which  he  compliments  Johnfon  in  a juft  and  elegant  manner: 

«^  Tranfcendant  Genius,  whofe  prolifick  vein 

*'  Ne'er  knew  the  frigid  poet's  toil  and  pain ; 

**  To  whom  Apollo  opens  all  his  ftore, 

*'  And  every  Mufe  prefents  her  facred  lore ; 

<^  Say,  pow'rful  Johnson,  whence  thy  verfe  is  fraught 

"  With  fo  much  grace,  fuch  energy  of  thought  j 

cc  Whether  thy  Juvenal  inftrufts  the  age 

•*  In  charter  numbers,  and  new-points  his  rage ; 

"  Or  fair  Irene  fees,  alas!  too  late 

"  Her  innocence  exchang'd  for  guilty  ftate  j 

"  Whate'er  you  write,  in  every  golden  line 

"  Sublimity  and  elegance  combine ; 

^'  Thy  nervous  phrafe  impreffes  every  foul, 

"  While  harmony  gives  rapture  to  the  whole." 

Again,  towards  the  conclufion : 

"  Thou  then,  my  friend,  who  fee'ft  the  dang'rous  ftrife 

"  In  which  fbme  daemon  bids  me  plunge  my  life, 

"  To  the  Aonian  fount  direft  my  feet, 

"  Say  where  the  Nine  thy  lonely  naufings  meet  ? 

"  Where  warbles  to  thy  ear  the  facred  throng, 

^'  Thy  moral  fenfe,  thy  dignity  of  fong  ? 

'•  Tell,  for  you  can,  by  what  unerring  art 

*'  You  wake  to  finer  feelings  every  heart  i 

C  c  'Mn 
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^  In  each  bright  page  fbmt  truth  important  give,, 
"  And  bid  to  future  times  thy  Rambler  live," 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  relate  the  manner  in  which  an  acquaintance  firft 
commenced  betv^^een  Dr..  Johnfon  and  Mr..  Murphy.  During  the  publica- 
tion of  "'  The  Gray*^s-Inn  Journal,"  a  periodical  paper  which  was  fuccelT- 
fully  carried  on  by  Mr.  Murphy  alone,  when  a  very  young  man,  he  happened'. 
to  be  in  the  country  with  Mr.  Footes  and  having  mentioned  that  he  was 
obliged  to  go  to  London  in  order  to  get  ready  for  the  prefs  one  of  the  numbers 
of' that  Journal,  Foote  faid  to  him,  "  You  need  not  go  on  that  account. 
Here  is  a  French  magazine,  in  which  you  will  find  a  very  pretty  oriental  tale ; 
tranflate  that,  and  fend  it  to  your  printer."  Mr.- Murphy  having  read  the  tale, 
was  highly  pleafed  with  it,  and  followed  Foote's  advice.  When  he  returned 
to  town,  diis  tale  was  pointed  out  to  him  in  the  Rambler,  from  whence  it  had- 
been  tranflated  into  the  French  magazine,  Mr.  Murphy  then  waited  upoa 
Johnfon,  to  explain  this  curious  incident.  His  talents,  literature,  and  gcndeman- 
like  manners,  were  foon  perceived  by  Johnfon,  and  a  friendfhip  was  formed 
which  was  never  broken. 

Johnfon,.  who  was  ever  awake  to  the  calls  of  humanity,  wrote  this  year  an, 
Introdudtion*  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  for  cloathing  the  French, 
prifoners. 
i?^**  In  176 1  Johnfon  appears  to  have  done  little.     He  was  ftill,  no  dotibt,  pro- 

ceeding in  his  edition  of  Shaklpeare  i  but  what  advances  he  made  in  it  cannot 
be  afcertained.  He  certainly  was  at  this  rime  not  aftive  j  for  in  his  fcrupulotis 
examination  of  himfelf  on  Ealler  eve,  he  laments,  in  his  too  rigorous  mode 
of  cenfuring  his  own  conduft,  that  his  life,  fince  the  communion  of  the  pre- 
ceding Eafter,  had  been  "  diflipated  and  ufelefs^"  He,  howevjer,  contributed 
this  year  the  Preface*  to  "  Rolt's  Diftionary  of  Trade  and  Gomn^rce,"  uh 
which  he  difplays  fuch  a  clear  and  comprehenfive  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft, 
as  might  lead  the  reader  to  think  that  its  authour  had  devoted^  all  his  life  to  it. 
I  aflced  him,  whether  he  knew  much  of  Rolt,  and  of  his  work.  «  Sir,  (faid  he) 
I  never  faw  the  man,  and  never  read  the  book.  The  bookfeUers  wanted  a 
Preface  to  a  Diftionary  of  Trade  and  Commerce.  I  knew  very  well  what 
fuch  a  Diftionary  fhould  be,,  and  I  wrote  a  Preface  accordii^ly.'*  Rolt,  who 
wrote  a  great  deal  for  the  bookfeUers,.  particularly  a  Hiftory  of  the  War,  on 
which,  as  we  have  feen,  Johnfon  himfelf  once  had  thoughts  of  employing  his 
pen,  was,  as  Johnfon  told  me,  a  Angular  charafter.  Though  not  in  the  leaft 
acquainted  with  him,  he  ufed  to  fay,  "  I  am  juft  come  from  Sam.  Johnfon/* 
This  was  a  fufficient  fpecimcn  of  his  vanity  and  impudeJice.  But  he  gave  a  more 

5  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  44. 
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fiminent  proof  of  it  in  our  fitter  kingdom^  as  Dr.  Johnibn  informed  mc.  When 
Akenfide's  **  Pkafurcs  of  die  Imagination"  firft  came  out,  he  did  not  put 
his  name  to  the  poem-  Roit  went  over  to  Dublin,  publiflied  an  edition  of  it;, 
and'  put  his  own  name  to  it.  Upon  the  fame  of  this  he  lived  for  fcveral 
months,  being  entertained  at  the  beft  tables  as  •*  the  ingenious  Mr,  Rolt."  His 
converfation,  indeed,  did  not  difcover  much  of  the  fire  of  a  poet ;  but  it  was 
recollefted,  that  both  Addifon  and  Thomfon  were  eqKually  dull  till  excited  by 
wine.  Akenfide  having  been  informed  of  this  impofition,  vindicated  his  right 
by  publifhing  the  poem  with  its  real  authour's  name.  Several  inftances  of 
fuch  literary  fraud  have  been  detefted.  The  Reverend  Dn  Campbell,  of  Su 
Andrew's,  wrote  a  book  on  the  authenticity  of  the  Golpel  Hiftory,  the  manu- 
fcript  of  which  he  fcnt  to  Mr.  Innys,  a  clergyman  in  England,  who  was  his 
countryman  and  acquaintance.  Innys  publiflied  it  with  his  own  name  to  it ;  and 
before  the  impofition  was  difcovered,  obtained  confiderablc  promotion,  as  a 
reward  of  his  merit.  The  celebrated  Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  and  his  coufin 
Mr.  George  Ballantine,  when  (hidents  in  divinity,  wrote  a  poem,  entitled 
«*  Redemption,"  copies  of  which  were  handed  about  in  manufcript.  •  They 
were,  at  length,  very  much  furprized  to  fee. a  pompous  edition  of  it  in  folio, 
dedicated  to  the  Queen,  by  a  Dr.  Douglas,  as  his  own.  Some  years  ago  a 
litde  novel,  entided  *^  The  Man  of  Feeling,"  was  aflumed  by  Mr,  Eccles,  a 
young  Irilh  clergyman,  who  was  afterwards  drowned  near  Bath.  He  had  been 
at  the  pains  to  tranfcribe  the  whole  book,  with  blottings,  interlineations, 
•and  correftions,  that  it  might  be.fhewn  to  feveral  people  as  an  original. 
It  was,  in  truth,  the  produftion  of  Mr.  Henry  Mackenzie,  an  attorney  in  the 
Exchequer  at  Edinburgh,  who  is  the  authour  of  feveral  other  ingenious  pieces ; 
but  the  belief  with  regard  to  Mr.  Eccles  became  fo  general,  that  it  was  thought 
nccefTary  for  Meflieurs  Stiahan  and  Cadell  to  publifti  an  advertifement  in  the 
newfpapers,  contradiding  the  report,  and  mentioning  tliat  they  purchafed 
the  copy  right  of  Mr.  Mackenzie.  I  can  conceive  this  kind  of  fraud  to  be 
very  eafily  praftifed  with  fuccefsful  effrontery.  Tht  filiation  of  a  literary  per- 
formance is  difficult  of  proof  j  feldom  is  there  any  witnefs  prcfent  at  its  birth. 
A  man,  either  in  confidence  or  by  improper  means,  obtains  pofleflion  of  a  copy 
of  it  in  manufcript,  and  boldly  publifties  it  as  his  own.  The  tnie  authour,  in 
many  cafes,  may  not  be  able  to  make  his  tide  clear*  Johnfon,  indeed,  from 
the  peculiar  features  of  his  literary  offspring,  might  bid  defiance  to  any  attempt 
to  appropriate  them  to  others : 

> 
"  But  Shakfpeare's  magick  could  not  copied  be, 

•"  Within  that  circle  none  durft  walk  but  he." 

Cc  2    '  He 
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He  this  year  lent  his  friendly  affiftancc  to  corre6t  and  improve  a  pamphtdt 
written  by  Mr.  Gwyn,  the  architeft,  entided  "  Thoughts  on  the  Coronation  of 
George  ni." 

Johnlbn  had  now  for  fome  years  adnfiitted  Mr.  Baretti  to  his  intimacy ;  nor 
did  their  friendfliip  ceafe  upon  their  being  feparated  by  Baretti's  revifiting  his 
native  country,,  as  appears  from  Johnfon's  letters  to  him* 

7i  Mr.  Joseph  Baretti,   at  Milan. 

"YOU  reproach  me  very  often  widi  parfimpny  of  writing:  but  you 
may  difcover  by  the  extent  of  my  paper,  that  I  defign  to  recompence  rarity  by 
length.  A.  fliort  letter  to  a  diftant  friend  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  infult  like  that 
of  a  flight  bow  or  curfory  falutation  j— a  proof  of  unwillingneis  to  do  much, 
even  where  there  is  a  necelTity  of  doing  fomething.  Yet  it  muft-be  rememr 
bered,  that  he  who  continues  the  fame  courfe  of  life  in  the  fame  place,  will 
have  little  to  tell.  One  week  and  one  year  are  very  like  anotfier.  The  filent 
changes  made  by  time  are  not  always  perceived]  and.if  they  are  not  perceived^ 
cannot  be  recounted.  I  have  rifen  and  laid  down,  talked  and  mufed,  while 
you  have  roved  over  a  confiderable  part  of  Europe  :  yet  I  have  not  envied  my 
Baretti  any  of  his  pleafures,  though,  perhaps,  I  have  envied  others  his  com- 
pany ;  and  I  am  glad  to  hav^e  other  nations  made  acquainted  with  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Englifli,  by  a  traveller  who  has .  fo  nicely  inipefted  our  manners, 
and  fo  fuccej&flilly  fhidied  our  literature.  I  received  your  kind  letter,  from 
Falmouth,  in  which  you  gave  me  notice  of  your  departure  for  Lifoon  -,  and 
another  from  Lifbon>.  in  which  you  told  me,  that  you  were  to  leave  Portugal 
in.  a  few  days.  To  either  of  thefc  how  could  any  anfwer  be  returned  ?  I  have 
had  a  third  from  Turin,  complaining  that  I  have  not  anfwered  the  former. 
Your  Englifh  ftyle  ftill  continues  in  its  purity  and  vigour.  With  vigour  your 
genius  wiU  fupply  it  j  but  its  purity  muft  be  continued  by  clofe  attention.  To 
ufe  two  languages  familiarly,  and  without  contaminating  one  by  the  other,  is 
very  difficult  i  and  to  ufe  more  than  two,  is  hardly  to  be  hoped.  The  praifes 
which  fome  have  received  for- their  multiplicity  of  languages,,  may  be  fufr 
licient  to  excite  induftry,  but  can  hardly  generate  confidence. 

**  I  know  not.  whether  I  can  heartily  rejoice,  at  the  kind  reception  which  you 
have  found,  oratthepopularity  to  which,  you  are  exalted.  I  am  willing  that 
your  merit  fliould  be  diftinguiftied.;  but  cannot,  wifli  that  your,  affedtions  may 
be  gained.  I  would  have  you  happy  wherever  you  are :  yet  I  would  have  you; 
wifli  to  return  to  England.  If  ever  you  vifit  us  again,  you  will  find  the  kindr- 
nefs  of  your  friends  undiminiflaed.     To  tell  you  how  many  enquiries  are  made 
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after  you,  would  be  tedious,  or  if  not  tedious,  would  be  vain;  becaufe  you  i?^'* 
may  be  told  in  a  very  few  words,  that  all  who  knew  you  wifli  you  well  i  and  ^tau  52I 
all  that  you  embraced  at  your  departure,  will  carefs  you  at  your  return :  there- 
fore do  not  let  Italian  academicians  nor  Italian  ladies  drive  us  from  your 
thoughts.  You  may  find  among  us  what  you  will  leave  behind,,  foft  fmiles  and 
eafy  fonnets.  Yet  I  fhall  not  wonder  if  all  our  invitations  fhould  be  rejeded : 
for  there  is  a  pleafure  in  being  confiderable  at  home,  which  is  not  eafily  refitted. 

^*  By  conducing  Mr.  Southwell  to  Venice,  you  fulfilled,  I  know,  the 
original  contraft :  yet  I  would  wilh  you  not  wholly  to  lofe  him  from  your 
nbricc,  but  to  recommend  him  to  fuch  acquaintance  as  may  beft  fecure  him 
from  fufFering  by  his  own  follies,  and  to  take  fuch  general^care  both  of  his 
fafety  and  his  intereft  as  may  come  within  your  power.  His  relations  will 
thank  you  for  any  fuch  gratuitous  attention :  at  leaft  they  will  not  blame  you 
for  any  evil  that  may  happen,  whether  they  thank  you  or  not  for  any  good. 

"  You  know  that  we  have  a  new  King  and  a  new  Parliament.  Of  the 
new  Parliament  Fitzherbert  is  a  member.  We  were  fo  weary  of  our  old 
King,  that  we  are  much  pleafed  with  his  fucceflbr  i  of  whom  we  are  fa  much 
inclined  to  hope  great  things,  that  moft  of  us  begin  already  to  believe  them. 
The  young  man  is  hitherto  blamelefs  j  but  it  would  be  unreafonable  to  expeft 
much  from  the  immaturity  of  juvenile  years,  and  the  ignorance  of  princely 
education.  He  has  been  long  in  the  hands  of  the  Scots,  and  has  already 
favoured  them  more  than  the  Englifli  will  contentedly  endure*  But,  perhaps, 
he  fcarcely  knows  whom  he  has  diftinguifhed,  or  whom  he  has  difgufted. 

*^  The  ArtiftsJiave  inftituted  a  yearly  exhibition  of  pidhires  and  ftatues,  in 
imitation,  as  I  am  told,  of  foreign  Academies.  This  year  was  the  fecond 
exhibition.  They  pleafe  themfelves  much  with  the  multitude  of  fpeftators, 
and  imagine  that  the  Englilh  fchool  will  rife  in  reputation^  Reynolds  is  with- 
out a  rival,  and  continues  to  add  thoufands  to  thoufands,  which  he  deferves, 
among  other  excellencies,  by  retaining  his  kindnefs  for  Baretri.  This  exhi^- 
bition  has  filled  the  heads  of  the  Artifts  and  lovers  of  art.  Surely  life,  if  it 
be  not  long,  is  tedious,  fince  we  are  forced  to  call  in  the  afliftance  of  fo  many 
trifles  to  rid  us  of  our  time,  of  that  time  which  never  can  return. 

**  I  know  my  Baretti  will  not  be  fatisfied  with  a  letter  in  which  I  give  him 
no  account  of  myfclf :  yet  what  account  fliall  I  give  him  ?  I  have  not,  fince 
the  day  of  our  feparation,  fuffered  or  done  any  thing  confiderable.  The  only 
change  in  my  way  of  life  is,  that  I  have  frequented  the  theatre  more  than  in 
former  feafons.  But  I  have  gone  thither  only  to  efcape  from  myfelf.  We 
have  had  many  new  farces,  and  the  comedy  called  '  The  Jealous  Wife,'  which, 
though  not  written  with  much  genius,  was  yet  fo  well  adapted  to  the  ftage, 
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1 761 .  and  fo  well  exhibited  by  the  nftdrs^  that  it  was  crowded  for  neir  twsenly  nights. 
MulCsz.  I  am  digrefling  from  myfclf  to  the  playhoufb  9  but  a  batren  plan  muft  he  filled 
widi  epifodcs.  Of  myfclf  I  have  nothing  to  fay,  but  that  I  have  hithetto 
lived  without  the  concurrence  of  my  awn  judgement  i  yet  I  continue  to  flatter 
myfelfi  that,  when  you  netura,  you  will  find  me  mended.  I  do  not  wonder 
that,  where  the  monaftick  life  is  permitted,  every  order  finds  votaries,  and 
every  monallery  inhabitants.  Men  will  fubmit  to  any  rule,  by  which  they 
may  be  exempted  fi-om  the  tyranny  of  caprice  and  of  chance.  They  are  g^ad 
to  fupply  by  external  authority  their  own  want  of  conftancy  and  refolution^ 
and  court  the  government  of  others,  when  long  experience  has  convinced 
them  of  their  own  inability  to  govern  themfelves.  If  I  were  to  vifit  Italy, 
my  curiofity  would  be  more  attrafted  by  convents  than  by  palaces  5  though  I 
am  afraid  that  I  fhould  find  expeftation  in  both  places  equally  difappointed, 
and  life  in  both  places  fupported  with  impatience  and  quitted  ^ith  relu6tance. 
That  it  muft  be  fo  foon  quitted,  is  a  powerfiil  remedy  againft  impatience ; 
but  what  ihall  free  us  from  reludtance?  Thofe  who  have  endeavoured  to 
t^h  us  to  die  well,  have  taught  few  to  die  willingly;  yet  I  cannot  but  hope 
that  a  good  life  might  end  at  laft  in  a  contented  death. 

'*  You  fee  to  what  a  train  of  thought  I  am  drawn  by  the  mention  of  my- 
fclf Let  me  now  turn  my  attention  upon  you.  I  hope  you  take  care  to  keep 
an  exaft  journal,  and  to  regifter  all  occurrences  and  obfervations ;  for  your 
friends  here  expeft  fuch  a  book  of  travels  as  has.not  been  often  feen.  '  You 
have  given  us  good  fpecimens  in  your  letters  from  Liibon.  I  wilh  you  had 
ftaid  longer  in  Spain,  for  no  country  is  lefs  known  to  the  reft  of  Europe;  but 
the  quicknefs  of  your  difcernmcnt  muft  make  amends  for  the  celerity  of  your 
motions.  He  that  knows  which  way  to  direct  his  view,  fees  much  in  a  little  time. 

'«  Write  to  me  very  >often,  and  I  will  not  pegle6t  to  write  to  you ;  and  I 
jnay,  perhaps,  in  time  gf  t  fomething  to  write :  at  leaft,  you  will  know  by  my 
letters,  whatever  elfe  they  may  have  or  want,  that  I  continue  to  be 

^'  Your  moft  afFedtionate  friend, 

'*  London^  June  10,  1761.  Sam,  Johnsok." 

An  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  foreign  countries  was  an  objeft  that  fccms  at  all 
times  to  have  interefted  Johnfon.  Hence  Mr.  Newbery  found  no  great  diffi- 
>culty  in  perfuading  him  to  write  the  Introduftion*  to  a  collcftion  of  voyages 
and  travels  published  by  him  under  the  tide  of  «  The  World  Difplayed.'*  The 
iirft  volume  appeared  in  1759,  and  the  remaining  volimics  in  fubfequent  years. 
»7^^'  In  1762  he  wrote  for  the  Reverend  Dr.  Kennedy,  Re6tor  of  Bradley  in 
Derbyfliirc,  in  a  flrain  of  very  courdy  elegance,  a  Xtedication  to  the  King* 
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of  that  gentleman's  woric,  entitled  '^  A  complete  Syftem  (^  aftronomical     i?^^- 
Chronology,  unfolding  the  Scriptures."  He  had  certainly  looked  at  this  work  ^^f^^ 
before  it  was  printed  $   for  the  concluding  paragraph  is  undoubtedly  of  his 
compofition,  of  which  let  my  readers  judge  : 

*^  Thus  have  I  endeavoured^  to  free  Religion  and  Hiftory  from  the  darknefs 
of  a  difputed  and  uncertain  chronology}  from  difficulties  which  have  hitherto 
appeared  inluperable,  and  darknefs  which  no  luminary  of  learning  has  hitherto 
been  able  to  diffipate.  I  have  eltablilhed  the  truth  of  the  Mofaical  account, 
by  evidence  which  no  tranfcription  can  corrupt,  no  negligence  can  lofe,  and 
no  interefl  can  pervert.  I  have  fhewn  that  the  univerfe  bears  witnefs  to  the 
inipiradon  of  its  hiflrorian,  by  the  revolution  of  its  orbs  and  the  fucceflion  of 
its  feafbns ;  thai  the  ft  or s  in  their  courfes  fight  againft  incredulity,  that  the  works 
of  God  give  hourly  confirmation  to  the  law^  the  prophets^  and  the  gojpel^  of 
which  one  day  telkth  another ^  and  one  night  certifieth  another  \  and  that  the  validity 
of  the  facred  writings  never  can  be  denied,  while  the  moon  fhall  increafe  and 
wane,  and  the  fun  IhaU  know  his  going  down." 

Tlie  following  letter,  which,  on  account  of  its  intrinfick  merit,,  it  would 
have  been  unjuft  both  to  Johnfon  and  the  publick  to  have  with-held,  was 

obtained  for  me  by  the  folicitation  of  my  friend  Mr.  Seward : 

. 

7(7  Dr.  Staunton,  f»^w  AV  George  Staunton,  Bart.) 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  make  hafte  to  anfwer  your  kind  letter,  in  hope  of  hearing  again^ 
from  you  before  you  leave  us.  I  cannot  but  regret  that  a  man  of  your  quali- 
fications fhould  find  it  necefTary  to  feek  an  eftablifhment  in  Gaudaloupe,  which 
if  a  peace  fhould  reflore  to  the  French,  I  fhall  think  it  fome  alleviation  of  the 
lofs,  that  it  mufl  reflore  likewife  Dr.  Suunton  to  the  Englifh. 

"  It  is  a  melancholy  confideration,  that  fo  much  of  our  time  is  neceflarily 
to  be  Ipentupon  the  care  of  living,  and  that  we  can  feldom  obtain  cafe  in  one 
refpcd  but  by  refigning  it  in  another  j  yet  I  fuppofe  we  are  by  this  dilpenfation. 
not  lefs  happy  in  the  whole,  than  if  the  Ipontaneous  bounty  of  Nature  poured 
all  that  we  want  into  our  hands.  A  few,  if  they  were  thus  left  to  themfelves,, 
would,  perhaps,  fpend  their  time  in  laudable  purfuits  \  but  the  greater  p^rt 
would  prey  upon  die  quiet  of  each  other,  or,  in  the  want  of  other  objefts,. 
would  prey  upon  themfelves. 

"  This,  however,  is  our  condition,  which  we  mufl  improve  and  folacc  as 
we  can :  and  though  we  cannot  choofe  always  our  place  of  refidence,  we  may 
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in  every  place  find  rational  amufements,  and  poffefs  in  every  place  the  comforts 
of  piety  and  a  pure  confcience. 

^  In  America  there  is  little  to  be  obferved  except  natural  curiofities.  The 
new  world  muft  have  many  vegetables  and  animals  with  which  philofophers 
are  but  litde  acquainted.  I  hope  you  will  fumifh  yourfelf  with  fome  books 
of  natural  hiftory,  and  fome  glaffes  and  other  inftruments  of  obfervation. 
Truft  as  litde  as  you  can  to  report ;  examine  all  you  can  by  your  own  fenfes. 
I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  be  able  to  add  much  to  knowledge,  and>  perhaps, 
to  medicine.  Wild  nations  truft  to  fimples  j  and,  perhaps,  the  Peruvian  bark 
is  not  the  only  fpecifick  which  thofe  extenfive  regions  may  afford  us. 

"  Wherever  you  are,  and  whatever  be  your  fortune,  be  certain,  dear  Sir, 
that  you  carry  with  you  my  kind  wifhes ;  and  that  whether  you  return  hidier, 
or  ftay  in  the  other  hemilphere,  to  hear  that  you  arc  happy  will  give  pleafure 
to,  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  affeftionate  humble  fervant, 

**  Junci,  X762,  Sam.  Johnson." 

A  lady  having  at  this  time  folicited  him  to  obtain  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury's  patronage  to  have  her  fon  fent  to  the  Univerfity,  one  of  thofe 
folicitations  which  are  too  frequent,  where  people,  anxious  for  a  particular 
objeft,  do  not  ^sonfider  propriety,  or  the  opportunity  which  the  perfons  whom 
they  folicit  have  to  aflift  them,  he  wrote  to  her  the  following  anfwer;  with  a 
copy  of  which  I  am  favoured  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Farmer,  Mafter  of 
Emanuel  College^  Cambridge. 

<«  Madam, 

"  I  HOPE  you  will  believe  that  my  delay  in  anfwering  your  letter 
could  proceed  only  from  my  unwillingnefs  to  deftroy  any  hope  that  you  had 
formed.  Hope  is  itfelf  a  Ipecies  of  happinefs,  and,  perhaps,  the  chief  hap- 
pinefs  which  this  world  affords :  but,  like  all  other  pleafures  immoderately 
enjoyed,  the  exceffes  of  hope  muft  be  expiated  by  pain  j  and  expeAations 
improperly  indulged,  muft  end  in  difappointment.  If  it  be  aflced,  what  is 
the  improper  expeftation  which  it  is  dangerous  to  indulge,  experience  will 
quickly  anfwer,  that  it  is  fuch  expedbation  as  is  diftated  not  by  reafon,  but  by 
defire  j  expeftation  raifed,  not  by  the  common  occurrences  of  life,  but  by 
fhe  wants  of  the  expedant;  an  expeftation  that  requires  the  common  courfe 
of  things  to  he  changed,  and  the  general  rules  of  aftion  to  be  broken. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LIFE    OP    DR.    JOHNSON.  201 

«  When  you  made  your  requeft  to  me,  you  Ihould  have  confidered, 
Madam,  what  you  were  alking.  You  aflc  mp  to  fblicit  a  great  man  to  whom 
I  never  Ipoke,  for  a  young  perfon  whom  I  had  never  fecn,  upon  a  fuppofition 
which  I  had  no  means  of  knowing  to  be  true.  There  is  no  reafon  why, 
amongft  all  the  great,  I  Ihould  chufe  to  fupplicate  the  Archbifhop,  nor  why, 
among  all  the  pofTible  objedb  of  his  bounty,  the  Archbifhop  fhould  diufe 
your  fon.  I  know,  Madam,  how  unwillingly  conviftion  is  admitted,  when 
intereft  oppofes  it;  but  furely,  Madam,  you  muft  allow,  that  there  is  no 
reafon  why  that  Ihould  be  done  by  me,  which  every  other  man  may  do  with 
equal  reafon,  and  which,  indeed,  no  man  can  do  properly,  without  fome  very 
particular  relation  both  to  the  Archbifhop  and  to  you.  If  I  could  help  you  in 
this  exigence  by  any  proper  means,  it  would  give  me  pleafure  -,  but  this  pro- 
pofal  is  fo  very  remote  from  all  ufual  methods,  that  I  cannot  comply  with  it 
but  at  the  rifk  of  fuch  anfwer  and  fufpicions  as  I  believe  you  do  not  wifh 
me  to  undergo. 

"  I  have  feen  your  fbn  this  morning  j  he  fcems  a  pretty  youth,  and  will, 
perhaps,  find  fome  better  friend  than  I  can  procure  him  j  but,  though  he 
fhould  at  lafl  mifs  the  Univciiity,  he  may  fbll  be  wife,  ufefiil,  and  happy. 
I  am.  Madam, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

«  Junes,  1761.  Sam,  Johnson/' 

7b  Mr.  Joseph  Baretti,  at  Milan. 
ft  Sir,  London,  Jul/ 20,  1761. 

"  HOWEVER  JufUy  you  may  accufe  me  for  want  of  pundtuality 
in  correfpondence,  I  am  not  fo  far  lofl  in  negligence  as  to  omit  the  oppor- 
tunity of  writing  to  you,  which  Mr.  Beauclerk's  pafTagc  through  Milan 
affords  me. 

«  I  fuppofe  you  received  the  Idlers,  and  I  intend  diat  you  fhall  foon  receive 
Shakfpeare,  that  you  may  explain  his  works  to  the  ladies  of  ltaly>  and  tell 
them  the  flory  of  the  editor,  among  the  other  ftrange  narratives  with  which 
your  long  refidence  in  this  unknown  region  has  fupplied  you. 

"  As  you  have  now  been  long  away,  I  fuppofe  your  curiofity  may  pant  for 
fome  news  of  your  old  friehds.  Mifs  Williams  and  I  live  much  as  we  did. 
Mifs  Cotterel  ftill  continues  to  cling  to  Mrs.  Porter,  and  Charlotte  is  now  big 
of  the  fourth  child.  Mr.  Reynolds  gets  fix  tfioufands  a  year.  Levet  is  lately 
married,  not  without  much  fufpicion'  that  he  has  been  wretchedly  cheated  in 
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his  match.  Mr.  Chambers  is  gone  this  day,  for  the  firft  time,  die  circuit 
with  the  Judges.  Mr.  Richardfon  is  dead  of  an  apoplexy^  and  his  fecond 
daughter  has  married  a  merchant. 

"  My  vanity,  or  my  kindnefs,  makes  me  flatter  myfel^  that  you  would 
rather  hear  of  me  than  of  thofe  whom  I  have  mentioned  5  but  of  myfelf  I 
have  very  little  which  I  care  to  tell.  Laft  winter  I  went  down  to  my  native 
town,  where  I  found  the  ftreets  mtich  narrower  and  fhorter  than  I  thought  I 
had  left  them,  inhabited  by  a  new  race  of  people,  to  whom  I  was  very^  little 
known.  My  play-fellows  were  grown  old,  and  forced  me  to  fufpeft  that  I 
was  no  longer  young.  My  only  remaining  friend  has  changed  his  principles, 
and  was  become  the  tool  of  the  predominant  faftion.  My  daughter-in-law, 
from  whom  I  expeftcd  moft,  and  whom  I  met  with  fincere  benevolence,  has 
loft  the  beauty  and  gaiety  of  youth,  without  having,  gained  much  of  the  wifdom 
of  age.  I  wandered  about  for  five  days,  and  took  the  firft  convenient  oppor- 
tunity of  returning  to  a  place,  where,  if  there  is  not  much  happinefs,  there  is 
at  leaft  fuch  a  diverfity  of  good  and  evil,  that  flight  vexations  do  not  fix  upoir 
the  heart*. 

•  -  '*  I  think  in  a  few  weeks  to  try  another  excurfion ;  though  to  what  end  ? 
Let  me  know,  my  Baretti,  what  has  been  the  refult  of  your  return  to  your 
own  country  :  whether  time  has  made  any  alteration  for  the  better,  and  whether, 
when  the  firft  raptures  of  falutation  were  over,  you  did  not  find  your  thoughts 
confefled  their  difappointment. 

"  Moral  fentences  appear  oftentatious  and  tumid,  when  they  have  no  greater 
occafions  than  the  journey  of  a  wit  to  his  own  town :  yet  fuch  pleafurcs  and 
fuch  pains  make  up  the  general  mafs  of  life  j  and  as  nothing  is  litde  to  him 
that  feels  it  with  great  fenfibility,  a  mind  able  to  fee  common  incidents  in  their 
real  ftate,  is  difpofed  by  very  common  incidents  to  very  ferious  contempla- 
tions. Let  us  truft  that  a  time  will  come,  when  the  prefent  moment  fliall  be 
no  longer  irkfome ;  when  we  fliall  not  borrow  all  our  happinefs  from  hope, 
which  at  laft  is  to  end  in  difappointment. 

"  I  beg  that  you  will  fliew  Mr.  Beauclerk  all  the  civilities  which  you  have 
in  your  power  i  for  he  has  always  been  kind  to  me. 

"  I  have  lately  feen  Mr.  Stratico,  Profeflbr  of  Padua,  who  has  told  me  of 
your  quarrel  with  an  Abbot  of  the  Celeftine  order  j  but  had  not  the  particulars 
very  ready  in  his  memory.  When  you  write  to  Mr.  Marfili,  let  him  know 
that  I  remember  him  with  kindnefs. 

*  This  is  a  vcn*  juft  account  of  the  relief  which  London  affbrds  to  melancholy  imnd». 

"May 
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«  May  you,   my  Barctti,  be  very  happy  at  Milan,  or  fomc  other  place 


nearer  to.  Sir, 


€t  Your  moft  afFeftipnate  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 


To  the  Jame. 
i€  Sir,  Dec.  21,  1762. 

"YOU  arc  not  to  fuppofe,  with  all  your  conviftion  of  my  idlenefi, 
diat  I  have  paffed  all  this  time  without  writing  to  my  Baretti.  I  gave  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Beauclerk,  who,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  his  own,  was  haftening 
to  Naples  for  the  recovery  of  his  health  j  but  he  has  flopped  at  Paris,  and  I 
know  not  when  he  will  proceed.     Langton  is  with  him. 

"  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  Ipcculations  about  peace  and  war.  The  good 
or  ill  fuccefs  of  battles  and  embaffies  extends  itfelf  to  a  very  fmall  part  of 
domeftick  life :  we  all  have  good  and  evil,  which  we  feel  more  fenfibly  than 
our  petty  part  of  publick  mifcarriage  or  proiperity.  I  am  forry  for  your 
difappointment,  widi  which  you  feem  more  touched  than  I  Ihould  expedt  a  man 
of  your  refblution  and  experience  to  have  been,  did  I  not  know  that  general 
truths  are  feldom  applied  to  particular  occafions  i  and  that  the  fallacy  of  our 
felf-love  extends  itfelf  as  our  intereft  or  affcdions.  Every  man  believes  that 
miftrcfles  arc  unfaithful,  and  patrons  capricious ;  but  he  excepts  his  own 
miftreis  and  his  own  patron.  We  have  all  learned  that  greatnefs  is  negligent 
and  contemptuous,  and  that  in  Courts  life  is  often  languiihed  away  in  ungrati- 
fied  expeftation  j  but  he  that  approaches  greatnefs,  or  glitters  in  a  Court, 
imagines  that  deftiny  has  at  laft  exempted  him  from  the  common  lot. 

"  Do  not  let  fuch  evils  overwhelm  you  as  thoufands  have  fufFered,  and 
thoufands  have  furmountedi  but  turn  your  thoughts  with  vigour  to  fome  other 
plan  of  life,  and  keep-  always  in  your  mind,  that,  with  due  fubmiflion  to 
Providence,  a  man  of  genius  has  been  feldom  ruined  but  by  himfelf.  Your 
patron's  weaknefs  or  infenfibility  will  finally  do  you  little  hurt,  if  he  is  not 
aflifted  by  your  own  paflTions.  Of  your  love  I  know  not  the  propriety,  nor 
can  eftimate  the  power;  but  in  love,  as  in  every  other  paflion,  of  which  hope 
is  the  effence,  we  ought  always  to  remember  the  uncertainty  of  events.  There 
is,  indeed,  nothing  that  lb  much  fcduces  reafon  from  vigilance,  as  the  thought 
of  pafling  life  with  an  amiable  woman ;  and  if  all  would  happen  that  a  lover 
fancies,  I  know  not  what  other  terreftrial  happinefs  would  deferve  purfuit. 
But  love  and  marriage  are  different  ftates.     Thofe  who  are  to  fufFer  the  evils 
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together,  and  to  luffer  often  for  the  lake  of  one  another,  foon  lofe  that  tender- 
nefs  of  look,  and  that  benevolence  of  mind,  which  arofe  from  the  participation 
of  unmingled  pleafure  and  fucceflivc  amufement.  A  woman,  we  are  fure,  will 
not  be  always  fair ;  we  are.  not  fure  fhe  will  always  be  virtuous :  and  man 
cannot  retain  through  life^at  refpedt  and  afTiduity  by  which  he  pleafes  for  a 
day  or  for  a  month.  I  do  not,  however,  pretend  to  have  difcovered  that  life 
has  any  thing  more  to  be  defired  than  a  prudent  and  virtuous  m^riage  j  there- 
fore know"  not  what  counfel  to  give  you. 

"  If  you  can  quit  your  imagination  of  love  and  greatnefs,  and  leave  your 
hopes  of  preferment  and  bridal  raptures  to  try  once  more  the  fortune  of 
literature  and  induftry,  the  way  through  France  is  now  open.  We  flatter 
ourfelves  that  we  Ihall  cultivate,  with  great  diligence,  the  arts  of  peace  j  and 
every  man  will  be  welcome  among  us  who  can  teach  us  any  thing  we  do  not 
know.  For  your  part,  you  will  find  all  your  old  friends  willing  to  receive 
you. 

"  Reynolds  ftill  continues  to  increafe  in  reputation  and  in  riches.  Mifs 
Williams,  who  very  much  loves  you,  goes  on  in  the  old  way.  Mifs  Cotterel 
is  ftill  with  Mrs.  Porter.  Mifs  Charlotte  is  married  to  Dean  Lewis,  and  has 
threfe  children.  Mr.  Levet  has  married  a  ftreet-walker.  But  the  gazette 
of  my  narration  muftmow  arrive  to  tell  you,  that  Bathurft  went  phyfician  to 
the  army,  and  died  at  the  Havannah. 

"  I  know  not  whether  I  have  not  fent  you  word  that  Hii^ins  and  Richardfba 
arc  bodi  dead.  When  we  fee  our  enemies  and  friends  gliding  away  before  us> 
let  us  not  forget  that  we  are  fubjeft  to  the  general  law  of  mortality,  and  fhall 
foon  be  where  our  doom  will  be  fixed  for  ever. 

*'  I  pray  God  to  blefs  you,  and  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  afFeftionate  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson. 

"  Write  foon.'' 

The  acceffion  of  George  the  Third  to  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
opened  a  new  and  brighter  profpeft  to  men  of  literary  merit,  who  had  been 
honoured  with  no  mark  of  royal  favour  in  the  preceding  reign.  His  prefent 
Majefty's  education  in  thia  country,  as  well  as  his  tafte  and  beneficence, 
pronlpted  him  to  be  the  patron  of  fcience  and  the  arts  \  and  early  this  year 
Johnfon  having  been  reprefented  to  him  as  a  very  learned  and  good  man> 
without  any  certain  provifion,  his  Majeft)'  was  pleafed  to  grant  him  a  penfion 
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of  three  hundred  pounds  a  year.  The  Earl  of  Bute  was  then  prime  mmifter,  »763. 
and  had  the  honour  to  announce  this  inftance  of  his  fbvereign's  bounty,  con-  *^j  T^ 
ceming  which  many  and  various  ftories,  all  equally  erroneous,  have  been 
propagated,  mallcioufly  reprefenting  it  as  a  political  bribe  to  Johnfon  to  defert 
his  avowed  principles,  and  become  the  tool  of  a  government  which  he  held  to 
be  founded  in  ufurpation.  I  have  taken  care  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  refute 
them  from  the  moft  authentick  information.  Lord  Bute  lias  told  me,  that 
Mn  Wedderburn,  now  Lord  Loughborough,  was  the  pcrfon  who  firft  men- 
tioned this  fubjeft  to  him.  Lord  Loughborough  has  told  me,  that  the  penlion 
was  granted  to  Johnfon  folely  as  the  reward  of  his  literary  merit,  without  any 
ftipulation  whatever,  or  even  tacit  underftanding  that  he  ihould  write  for 
adminiftration.  His  Lordlhip  added,  that  he  was  confident  the  political  tradts 
which  Johnfon  afterwards  did  write,  as  they  were  entirely  confonant  with  his 
own  opinions,  would  have  been  Written  by  him,  though  no  penfion  had  been 
granted  to  him. 

Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Murphy,  who  then  lived  a  good  deal  both 
with  him  and  Mr.  Wedderburn,  have  told  me,  that  they  prcvioufly  talked 
with  Johnfon  upon  this  matter,  and  that  it  was  perfeftly  underflood  by  all 
parties  that  the  penfion  was  merely  honorary.  Sir  JoAua  Reynolds  has  told 
me,  that  Johnfon  called  on  him  after  his  Majefly's  intention  had  been  notified 
to  him,  and  faid  he  wifhed  to  confult  his  friends  as  to  the  propriety  of  his 
accepting  this  mark  of  the  royal  favour,  after  the  definitions  which  he  had 
given  in  his  Diftionary  of  penfion  and  penjioners.  He  faid  he  would  not  have 
Sir  Jofhua's  anfwer  till  next  day,  when  he  would  call  again,  and  defired  he 
might  think  of  it.  Sir  Jofhua  anfwered,  that  he  was  clear  to  give  his  opinion 
then,  that  there  could  be  no  objeftion  to  his  receiving  from  the  King  a  reward 
for  literary  merit  j  and  that  certainly  the  definirions  in  his  Diftionary  were  not 
applicable  to  him.  Johnfon,  it  fhould  feem,  was  fatisfied,  for  he  did  not  call 
again  till  he  had  accepted  the  penfion,  and  had  waited  on  Lord  Bute  to  thank 
him.  He  then  told  Sir  Jofhua  that  Lord  Bute  faid  to  him  cxprefsly,  "  It  is 
not  given  you  for  iny  thing  you  are  to  do,  but  for  what  you  have  done.*'  His 
LiOrdfhip,  he  faid,  behaved  in  the  handfomefl  manner.  Hb  repeated  the 
words  twice,  that  he  might  be  fure  that  Johnfon  heard  them,  and  thus  fet  his 
mind  perfeftly  at  eafe.  This  nobleman,  who  has  been  fb  virulently  abufed^ 
a6ted  with  great  honour  in  this  inflance,  and  difplayed  a  mind  truly  liberaL 
A  minifler  of  a  more  narrow  and  fclfifH  difpofition  would « have  availed  him- 
felf  of  fuch  an  opportunity  to  fix  an  implied  obligation  on  a  man  of  Johnlbn's 
powerful  talents  to  give  him  his  fupport. 

4  Mr, 
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Mn  Murphy  and  the  late  Mr.  Sheridan  fevcrally  contended  for  the  diftin6Hon 
of  having  been  the  firft  who  mentioned  to  Mr.  Wedderburn  that  Johnfon  ought 
to  have  a  penfion.  When  I  fpoke  of  this  to  Lord  Lioughborough,  wifhing  to 
know  if  he  rccollefted  the  prinrie  mover  in  the  bufinefs,  he  faid,  "  All  his 
friends  affifted :"  and  when  I  told  him  that  Mr.  Sheridan  ftrcnuoufly  aflerted 
his  claim  to  it,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  ^^  He  rang  the  bell."  And  it  is  but  juft  to 
add,  that  Mr.  Sheridan  told  me,  that  when  he  communicated  to  Dr.  Johnfon 
that  a  penfion  was  to  be  granted  him,  he  replied,  in  a  fervour  of  gratitude, 
^^  The  Engliih  language  does  not  afibrd  me  terms  adequate  to  my  feelings  on 
this  occafion.  I  muft  have  recourfe  to  the  French.  I  am  penetre  with  his 
Majcfty's  goodnefs."  When  I  repeated  this  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  he  did  not  con- 
tradidit. 

His  definidons  t>f  penfion  and  penfioner^  partly  founded  on  the  fatirical  verfes 
of  Pope,  which  he  quotes,  may  be  generally  true  j  and  yet  every  body  muft 
allow,  that  there  may  l?e,  and  have  been,  inftances  of  penfions  given  and 
received  upon  liberal  and  honourable  terms.  Thus,  then,  it  is  clear,  that 
there  was  nothing  inconfiftent  or  humiliadng  in  Johnfon's  accepting  of  a  pen- 
fion fo  unconditionally  and  fo  honourably  offered  to  him. 

This  year  his  friend  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  paid  a  vifit  of  fome  weeks  to  his 
native  county,  Devonlhirc,  in  which  he  was  accompanied  by  Johnfon,  who 
was  much  pleaied  with  this  jaunt,  and  declared  he  had  derived  from  it  a  great 

m  acceflion  of  new  ideas.  He  was  entertained  at  the  feats  of  feveral  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  in  the  weft  of  England ;  but  the  greateft  part  of  the  time 
was  pafled  at  Plymouth,  where  the  magnificence  of  the  navy,  the  fhip-building 
and  all  its  circumftances,  afforded  him  a  grand  fubje£t  of  contemplation. 
The  Commiffioner  of  the  Dock-yard  paid  him  the  compliment  of  ordering 

'  the  yacht  to  convey  him  and  his  friend  to  the  Eddyftone,  to  which  they  accord- 
ingly failed.    But  the  weather  was  fo  tempefhious  that  they  could  not  land. 

Rejmolds  and  he  were  at  this  time  the  guefts  of  Dr.  Mudge,  the  celebrated 
furgeon,  and  now  phyfician  of  that  place,  not  more  diftinguifhed  for  quick- 
nefs  of  parts  and  variety  of  knowledge,  than  loved  and  cfteemed  for  his 
amiable  manners ;  and  here  Johnfon  formed  an  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Mudge's 
father,  that  very  eminent  divine,  the  Reverend  Zachary  Mudge,  Prebendary 
of  Exeter,  who  was  idolifed  in  the  weft,  both  for  his  excellence  as  a  preacher 
and  die  uniform  perfed  propriety  of  his  private  coridud.  He  preached  a 
fermon  purpofely  that  Johnfon  might  hear  him  i  and  we  fhall  fee  afterwards 
that  Johnfon  honoured  his  memory  by  drawing  his  charadtcn  While  Johnfon 
Wf^  at  Plymouth,  he  faw  a  great  many  of  its  inhabitants,  and  was  not  iparing 
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of  his  very  entertaining  converfation.  It  was  here  that  he  made  that  frank  and  1162. 
truly  original  confeffion,  that  '*  ignorance*,  pure  ignorance/'  was  the  caufe  of  ^ta.  rj. 
a  wrong  definition  in  his  Diftionary  of  the  word  paftem'^^  to  the  no  fmall  fur- 
prize  of  the  Lady  who  put  the  queftion  to  him ;  who  having  the  moft  profound 
reverence  for  his  charadter,  fo  as  almoft  to  fuppofe  him  endowed  with  infalli- 
bility, expefted  to  hear  an  explanation  (of  what,  to  be  fure,  feemed  ftrange 
to  a  common  reader,)  drawn  from  fome  deep-learned  fource  with  which  (he 
was  unacquainted. 

•  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  to  whom  I  am  obliged  for  my  information  concerning 
this  excurfion,  mentions  a  very  charafteriflical  anecdote  of  Johnfon  while  at 
Plynributh.  Having  oblcrved  that  in  conlequence  of  the  Dock-yard  a  new 
town  had  ariien  about  two  miles  off  as  a  rival  to  the  old  i  and  knowing  from  • 
his  lagacity,  and  juft  obfervarion  of  human  nature,  that  it  is  certain  if  a  man 
hates  at  all,  he  will  hate  his  next  neighbour ;  he  concluded  that  this  new  and 
rifing  town  could  not  but  excite  the  envy  and  jealoufy  of  the  old,  in  which 
conjedhire  he  was  very  foon  confirmed ;  he  therefore  fet  himfelf  refolutely  on 
the  fide  of  the  old  town,  the  eflablifhed  town,  in  which  his  lot  was  caft, 
confidering  it  as  a  kind  of  duty  to  ftand  by  it.  He  accordingly  entered 
warmly  into  its  interefts,  and  upon  every  occafion  talked  of  the  dockers^  as  the 
inhabitants  of  the  new  town  were  called,  as  upftarts  and  aliens.  Plymouth  is 
very  plentifully  fupplied  with  water  by  a  river  brought  into  it  from  a  great . 
diftance^  which  is  {q  abundant  that  it  runs  to  wafle  in  the  town.  The  Dock,  or 
New-town,  being  totally  deftitute  of  water,  petitioned  Plymouth  that  a  fmail 
portion  of  the  conduit  might  be  permitted  to  go  to  them,  and  this  was  now 
under  confideration.  Johnfon,  affefting  to  entertaia.the  paffions  of  the  place, 
was  violent  in  oppofition;  and  half-laughing  at  himfelf  for  his  pretended  zeal, 
where  he  had  noconcern,  exclaimed,  "  No,  no !  I  am  againfl  the  dockers  j  I  am 
a  Plymouth-man.  Rogues!  let  them  die  of  thirfl.  They  fhall  not  have  a  drop  T' 

In  1763  he  fiirnifhed  to  «  The  Poetical  Calendar,"  publifhed  by  Fawkes  ^^s^^, 
and  Woty,  a  charafter  of  Collins,*  which  he  afterwards  ingrafted  into  his 
entire  life  of  that  admirable  poet,  m  the  colleftion  of  lives  which  he  wrote  for 
the  body  of  Englifh  poetry,  formed  and  pubiiflied'  by  the  bookfellers  of 
London.  His  account  of  the  melancholy  depreffion  with  which  Collins  was 
feverely  afBifted,  and  which  brought  him  to  his  grave,  is,  I  think,  one  of  the 
mofl  tender  and  interefting  paflages  in  the  whole  feries  of  his  writings.  He 
alfo  fevourcd  Mr.  Hoole  with  the  Dedication  of  his  tranflation  of  Taffo  to- 

^  Sec  p.  165. 
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the  Queen,*  which  is  fo  happily  conceived  and  elegantly.exprefled^  that  I  can- 
not but  point  it  out  to  the  peculiar  notice  of  my  readers. 

This  is  to  me  a  memorable  year,  for  in  it  I  Ijad  the  happinefs  to  obtain  the 
acquaintance  of  that  extraordinary  man  whofe  memoirs  I  am  now  writing  j  an 
acquaintance  which  I  ftiall  ever  efteem  as  one  of  the  mod  fortunate  circum- 
ftances  in  my  life.  Though  then  but  two-and-twenty,  I  had  for  feveral  years 
read  his  works  with  delight  and  inftruftion,  and  had  the  higheft  reverence  for 
their  authour,  which  had  grown  up  in  my  fancy  into  a  kind  of  myfterious 
veneration, .  by  figuring  to  myfelf  a  ftate  of  folemn  elevated  abftra6tion,  in 
which  I  fuppofed  him  to  live  in  the  immenfe  metropolis  of  London.  Mr. 
Gentleman,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  pafled  fome  years  in  Scotland  as  a  player, 
and  ^  an  inftrudtor  in  the  Engliih  language,  a  man  whofe  talents  and  worth 
were  deprefled  by  misfortunes,  had  given  me  a  reprefentation  of  his  figure  and 
manner  j  and  during  my  firft  vifit  to  London,  which  was  for  three  months 
In  1760,  Mr.  Derrick  the  poet,  who  was  Gentleman's  friend  and  countryman, 
flattered  me  with  hopes  that  he  would  introduce  me  to  Johnfon,  an  honour  of 
which  I  was  very  ambitious.  But  he  never  found  an  opportunity,  which  made 
me  doubt  that  he  had  promifed  to  do  what  was  not  in  his  power,  till  Johnfon 
fome  years  afterwards  told  me,  "  Derrick,  Sir,  might  very  well  have  intro- 
duced you.     I  had  a  kindnefs  for  Derrick,  and  am  forry  he  is  dead." 

In  the  fummer  of  1761  Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan  was  at  Edinburgh,  and 
delivered  ledtures  upon  the  Englifh  Language  and  Publick  Speaking  to  large 
and  refpcdtable  audiences.  I  was  often  in  his  company,  and  heard  him 
frequently  expatiate  upon  Johnfon's  extraordinary  knowledge,  tidents,  and 
virtues,  repeat  his  pointed  fayings,  defcribe  his  particularities,  and  boaft  of  his  ^ 
being  his  gueft  fometimes  till  two  or  three  in  the  morning.  At  his  houfe  I 
hoped  to  have  many  opportunities  of  feeing  the  fage,  as  Mr.  Sheridan 
obligingly  aflured  me  I  Ihould  not  be  difappointed. 

When  I  returned  to  London  in  the  end  of  1762,  to  my  furprize  and  regret 
I  found  an  irreconcileable  difference  had  taken  place  between  Johnfon  and 
Sheridan.  A  penfion  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  had  been  given  to 
Sheridan.  Johnfon,  who  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  thought  flightingly 
of  Sheridan's  art,  upon  hearing  that  he  was  alfo  penfioned,  exclaimed, 
^*  What !  have  they  given  him  a  penfion  ?  Then  it  is  time  for  me  to  give  up 
mine."  Whether  this  proceeded  from  a  momentary  indignation,  as  if  it  were 
an  affront  to  his  exalted  merit  that  a  player  ihould  be  rewarded  in  the  fame 
manner  with  him,  or  was  the  fudden  efFeft  of  a  fit  of  peeviflmefsy  it  was 
unluckily  faid,  and,  indeed,  cannot  be  juflified.    Mr.  Sheridan's  penfion  was 
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granted  to  him  nol  as  a  player,  but  as  a  fufFerer  in  the  caufe  of  government,      '7^5- 
when  he  was  manager  of  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Ireland,  when  parties  ran  high  '^^^^[ 
in  17 S3'     -And  it  muft  alfo  be  allowed  that  he  was  a  man  of  literature,  and 
had  confiderably  improved  the  arts  of  reading  and  fpeaking  with  diftindtnels 
and  propriety. 

Befides,  Johnfon  fhould  have  recoUefted  that  Mr.  Sheridan  taught  pronun- 
ciation to  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  whofe  fifter  was  married  to  Sir  Harry 
Erfkine,  an  intimate  friend  of  Lord  Bute,  who  was  the  favourite  of  die  King; 
and  furely  the  moft  outrageous  Whig  will  not  maintain,  that,  whatever  ought  to 
be  the  principle  in  the  difpofel  of  offifes,  a  pen/icn  ought  never  to  be  granted 
from  any  bias  of  court  connedHon.  Mr.  Macklin,  indeed,  fhared  with  Mr. 
Sheridan  the  honour  of  inftrudling  Mr.  Wedderburn;  and  though  it  was  too 
late  in  life  for  a  Caledonian  to  acquire  the  genuine  Englifh  cadence,  yet  fo 
fuccefsful  were  Mr.  Weddcrbum's  inftruftors,  and  his  own  unabaring  endea- 
vours, that  he  got  rid  of  the  coarfe  part  of  his  Scotch  accent,  retaining  only 
as  much  of  the  "  native  wood-note  wild,"  as  to  mark  his  country ;  which,  if 
any  Scotchman ,lhould  affed:  to  forget,  I  Ihould  heartily  defpife  him.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  difficulties  which  ^re  to  be  encountered  by  thofe  who  have  not 
had  the  advantange  of  an  Englifh  education,  he  by  degrees  formed  a  mode  of 
fpeaking,  to  which  Engliftimen  do  not  deny  the  praife  of  elegance.  Hence 
his  diftinguifhed  oratory,  which  he  exerted  in  his  own  country  as  an  advocate 
in  the  Court  of  Seffion,  and  a  ruling  elder  of  the  Kirk,  has  had  its  fame  and 
ample  reward,  in  much  higher  fpheres.  When  J  look  back  on  this  noble 
perfon  at  Edinburgh,  in  fituations  fo  unworthy  of  his  brilliant  powers,  and 
behold  Lord  Loughborough  at  London,  the<:hange  feems  almofl  like  one  of 
the  meti^morphofes  in  Ovid  j  and  as  his  two  preceptors,  by  refining  his 
utterance,  gave  currency  to  his  talents,  we  may  fey  in  the  words  of  that  poet, 
"  Nam  vcs  mutajiis.*' 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  remarkable  inftance  of  fuccefsful  parts 
and  affiduity,-becaufe  it  affords  animating  encouragement  to  other  gendemen 
o(  North-Britain  to  try  their  fortunes  in  the  ibuthern  part  of  the  ifland, 
where  they  may  hope  to  gratify  their  uKuoft  ambidon ;  and  now  that  we  arc 
one  people  by  the  Union,  it  would  furely  be  illiberal  to  maintain  that  they 
have  not  an  equal  title  with  the  natives  of  any  other  ^art  of  his  Majefty's 
donninions. 

Johnfon  complained  that  a  man  who  difliked  him  repeated  his  farcafm  to 
Mr.  Sheridan,  without  telling  him  what  followed,  which  was,  that  after  a 
paufe  he  added,  "  However,  I  am  glad  that  Mr.  Sheridan  has  a  penfion,  for 
he  is  a  very  jgood  man."  Sheridan  could  never  forgive  this  hafty  contemptuous 
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exprdEon.  It  rankled  in  his  mind ;  and  diough  I  informed  him  of  all  thae 
Johnfbn  iaid>  and  that  he  would  be  very  glad  to  meet  him  amicably^ 
he  pofitively  declined  repeated  offers  which  I  made,  and  once  went  off 
abrupdy  from  a  houfe  where  he  and  I  were  engaged  to  dine,  becaufe  ^c  was 
told  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was  to  be  there.  I  have  no  fympathetick  feeling  with 
fuch  perfevering  refentment.  It  is  painful  when  there  is  a  breach  between 
thofe  who  have  lived  together  focially  and  cordially;  and  I  wonder  that  there 
is  not,  in  all  fiich  cafes,  a  mutual  wilh  that  it  fhould  be  healed.  I  could 
perceive  that  Mr.  Sheridan  was  by  no  means  fatisficd  with  Johnfon's  acknow-- 
ledging  him  to  be  a  good  man.  That  could  not  footh  his  injured  vanity.  I 
could  not  but  fmile,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  was  offended,  to  oblcrve  Sheridan 
in  the  Life  of  Swift*,  which  he  afterwards  publifhed,  attempting,  in  the 
writhings  of  his  refentment,  to  depreciate  Johnfon,  by  charafterifing  him  "  A 
writer  of  gigantick  fame  in  thefe  days  of  litde  men;"  that  very  Johnfon  whom 
he  once  fo  highly  admired  and  venerated. 

This  rupture  with  Sheridan  deprived  Johnfon  of  one  of  his  mofl  agreeable 
rcfoUrces  for  amufement  in  his  lonely  evenings  j  for  Sheridan's  well-informed, 
animated,  and  bufUing  mind  never  fuffered  converfation  to  flagnate ;  and 
Mrs.  Sheridan  was  a  mofl  agreeable  companion  to  an  intellectual  man.  She 
was  fenfible,  ingenious,  unaffuming,  yet  communicative-  I  recolleft,  with 
fatisfaftion,  m;iny  pleafing  hours  which  I  pafTed  with  her  under  the  hofpitable 
roof  of  her  hu/band,  who  was  to  me  a  very  kind  friend.  Her  novel,  entided 
•^  Memoirs  of  Mifs  Sydney  Biddulph,"  contains  an  excellent  moral,  while  it 
inculcates  a  future  flate  of  retribution ;  and  what  it  teaches  is  impreffed  upon 
the  mind  by  a  feries  of  as  deep  diftrefs  as  can  affeft  humanity.  Johnfon  paid 
her  this  high  compliment  upon  it :  "  I  know  not.  Madam,  that  you  have  a 
right,  upon  moral  principles,  to  make  your  readers  fuffer  fo  much." 

Mr.  Thomas  Davies  the  aftor,  who  then  kept  a  bookfeller's  fhop  in  Ruflel- 
fjreet,  Covent-garden^^  told  me  that  Johnfon  was  very  much  his  friend,  and 
came  frequendy  to  his  houfe,  where  he  more  than  once  invited  me  to  meet 
him  y  hut  by  fome  unlucky  accident  or  other  he  was  prevented  from  coming 
€0  us. 

Mr.  Thomas  Davies  was  4  man  of  good  undcrflanding  and  talents,  with  the 
advantage  of  a  liberal  education.  Though  fomewhat  pompous,  he  was  an 
entertaining  companion ;.  and  his  literary  performances  have  no  inconiiderable 
fliare  of  merit.  He  was  a  friendly  and  very  hofpitable  man.  Bpth  he  and 
i)^  wi&2  (wi^o  has  been  celebrated  fox  her  beauty,)  though  upon  the  ftage 
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for  many  years,  maintained  an  uniform  decenty  of  chara<Eter ;  and  Johnfon  ^^3- 
cfteemed  them,  and  lived  in  as  eafy  an  intimacy  With  them^as  with  any  family  ^[^JTcl! 
which  he  ufed  to  vifit.  Mr.  Davies  recollefted  feveral  of  Johnfon's  remark- 
able iayings,  and  was  one  of  the  beft  of  the  many  imitators  of  his  voice  and 
iTg^nner,  while  relating  them.  He  inc^eafed  my  impatience  more  and  more  to 
fee  the  extraordinary  man  whofe  works  I  highly  valued,  and  whofe  conver* 
fation  was  reported  to  be  fo  peculiarly  excellent. 

At  laft,  on  Monday  the  i6th  of  May,  when  I  was  fitting  in  Mr.  Davies's 
back  parlour,  after  having  drunk  tea  with  him  and  Mrs.  Davies,  Johnfon 
unexpectedly  came  into  the  ihop  i  and  Mr.  Davies  having  perceived  him 
through  the  glafs  door  of  the  room  in  which  we  were  fitting,  advancing  towards 
us, — ^he  announced  his  aweful  approach  to  irie,  fomewhat  in  the  manner  of  an 
aftor  in  the  part  of  Horatio,  when  he  addreffes  Hamlet  on  the  appearance  of 
his  father's  ghoflr,  "  Look,  my  Lord,  it  comes."  I  found  that  I  had  a  very 
perfeft  idea  of  Johnfon's  figure,  from  the  portrait  of  him  painted  by  Sir  J©fhua 
Reynolds  foon  after  he  had  publifhed  his  Dictionary,  in  the  attitude  of  fitting 
in  his  eafy  chair  in  deep  meditation,  which  was  the  firft  pifture  his  friend  did 
for  him,  which  Sir  Jofliua  has  very  kindly  prefented  to  me,  and  from 
which  an  engraving  has  been  made  for  this  work.  Mr.  Davies  mentioned  my 
name,  and  relpeftfuUy  introduced  me  to  him.  I  was  much  agitated  j  and 
recoUeftbg  his  prejudice  againft  the  Scotch,  of  which  I  had  heard  much,  I 
faid  to  Davies,  "  Don't  tell  where  I  come  from." — "  From  Scotland,"  cried 
Davies,  roguifhly.  "  Mr.  Johnfon  (faid  I)  I  do  indeed  come  from  Scodand, 
but  1  cannot  help  it.'*  I  am  willing  to  flatter  myfelf  that  I  meant  this  as  light 
pleafantry  to  footh  and  conciliate  him,  and  not  as  any  humiliating  abafement  at 
the  expence  of  my  country.  But  however  that  might  be,  this  Ipeech  was 
fomewhat  unlucky  -,  for  widi  that  quicknefs  of  wit  for  which  he  was  fo  remark- 
able, he  feized  the  exprelTion  "  come  fr6m  Scodand,"  which  I  ufed  in  the 
fenfc  of  being  of  that  country  j  and  as  if  I  had  faid  that  I  had  come  away  from 
it  or  left  it,  retorted,  "  That,  Sir,  I  find,  is  what  a  very  great  many  of 
your  countrymen  cannot  help."  This  ftroke  dunned  me  a  good  deal ;  and 
when  we  had  fat  down,  I  felt  myfelf  not  a  little  embarralTed,  and  apprehenfive 
of  what  might  come  next.  He  then  addrefled  himfelf  to  Davies  :  "  What 
do  you  think  of  Garrick  ?  He  has  refufed  me  an  order  for  the  play  for  Mifs 
Williams,  becaufe  he  knows  the  houfe  will  be  full,  and  that  an  order  would 
be  worth  three  (hillings."  Eager  to  take  any  opening  to  get  into  converfation 
with  him,  I  ventured  to  fay,  "  O,  Sir,  I  cannot  think  Mr.  Garrick  would 
grudge  fuch  a  trifle  to  you."  "  Sir,  (faid  he,  with  a  ftern  look,)  I  have  known 
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1 7^3*  David  Garrick  longer  than  you  have  done;  and  I  know  no  right  you  have  to 
^EtiTcI.  ^Ik  ^^  "^^  ^^  ^^^  fubjeft."  Perhaps  I  deferved  this  check ;  for  it  was  rather 
prefumptuous  in  me^  an  entire  ftranger,  to  exprefs  any  doubt  of  the  juftice  of 
his  animadverfioa  upon  his  old  acquaintance  and  pupil  ^  I  now  felt  my- 
felf  much  mortified>  and  began  to  think  that  the  hope  which  I  had  long 
indulged  of  obtaining  his  acquaintance  was  bkfted.  And,  in  truth,  had  not 
.  my  ardour  been  uncommonly  ftrong,  and  my  refolution  uncommonly  perfe- 
vering,  fo  rough  a  reception  might  have  deterred  me  for  ever  from  making 
any  further  attempts.  Fortunately,  however,  I  remained  upon  the  field  not 
wholly  difcomfited  -,  and  was  foon  rewarded  by  hearing  fome  of  his  convcr- 
fation,  of  which  I  preferved  the  following  fhort  minute,  without  marking  the 
queftions  and  obfervations  by  which  it  was  produced. 

"  People  (he  remarked)  may  be  taken  in  once,  who  imagine  that  an 
authour  is  greater  in  private  life  than  other  men.  Uncommon  parts  require 
uncommon  opportunities  for  their  exertion. 

"In  barbarous  fooiety,  fuperiority  of  parts  is  of  real  confequence.  Great 
ffrength  or  great  wifdom  is  of  much  value  to  an  individual.  But  in  more 
polifhed  times  there  are  people  to  do  every  thing  for  money  j  and  then  there 
are  a  number  of  other  luperiorities,  fuch  as  thofe  of  birth  and  fortune,  and 
rank^  that  diflipate  men's  attention,  and  leave  no  extraordinary  fliare  of  refpedt 
for  perfbnal  and  intelleftual  fuperiority.  This  is  wifely  ordered  by  Providenccji 
to  preferve  fome  equality  among  mankind." 

"  Sir,  this  book  (*  The  Elements  of  Criticifm,*  which  he  had  taken  tip,) 
is  a  pretty  effay,  and  deferves  to  be  held  in  fome  eftimation,  though  much  of 
it  is  chimericaL*^* 

Speaking  of  one  who  with  more  than  ordinary  boldnefs  attacked  publick 
meafures  and  the  royal  family,  he  (aid,  "  I  think  he  is  fafe  from  the  law,  but 
he  is  an  abufive  fcoundrel ;  and  inftead  of  applying  to  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
to  punifh  him,  I  would  fend  half  a  dozen  footmen  and  have  him  well  ducked.'* 

"  The  notion  of  liberty  amufes  the  people  of  England,  and  helps  to  keep 
off  die  udium  viu.  When  a  butcher  tells  you  that  his  heart  bleeds  for  his 
country,  he  has,  in  faft,.  no  unealy  feeling.'* 

^  That  this  was  a  momentary  fally  againft  Garrick  there  can  be  no  doubt;  for  at  Jt)hnfon*4 
iefirc  he  had,  fome  yeafs  before,  given  a  benefit -night  at  his  theatre  to  this,  very  pcrfon,  by  which 
fiic  got  two  hundred  pounds.  Johnfon,  indeed,  upon  all  other  occafions,  when  I  was  in  his 
company,  praifed  the  very  liberal  charity  of  Garrick.  I  once  mentioned  to  him,  '••  It  is  obfcrved. 
Sir,  that  you  attack  Garrick  yourfclf*  but  will  fuffer  nobody  clfc  to  do  it,"  Johns© n^^  (fmilingj| 
•^  Why^  Sir^  that  is  true," 
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^*  Sheridan  will  not  fuccecd  at  Bath  with  his  oratory.  Ridicule  has  gone 
down  before  him,  and,  I  doubt.  Derrick  is  his  enemy  '• 

"  Derrick  may  do  very  well,  as  long  as  he  can  outrun  his  charafter;  but 
the  moment  his  charafter  gets  up  with  him  it  is  all  over." 

It  is,  however,  but  juft  to  record,  that  fome  years  afterwards,  when  I 
reminded  him  of  this  farcafm,  he  faid,  "  Well,  but  Derrick  has  now  got  a 
charafter  that  he  need  not  run  away  from." 

I  was  highly  pleafed  with  the  extraordinary  vigour  of  his  converfation,  and 
regretted  that  I  was  drawn  away  from  it  by  an  engagement  at  another  place. 
I  had,  for  a  part  of  the  evening,  been  left  alone  with  him,  and  had  ven- 
tured to  make  an  obfervation  now  and  then,  which  he  received  very  civilly ; 
fo  that  I  was  fatisfied  that  though  there  was  a  roughnefs  in  his  manner,  there 
was  no  ill-nature  in  his  dilpofition.  Davies  followed  me  to  the  door,  and 
when  I  complained  to  him  a  litde  of  the  hard  blows  which  the  great  man 
had  given  me,  he  kindly  took  upon  him  to  confble  me  by  faying,  "  Dont 
be  uneafy.     I  can  fee  he  likes  you  very  well." 

A  few  days  afterwards  I  called  on » Davies,  and  afked  him  if  he  thought  I 
niight  take  the  liberty  of  waiting  on  Mr,  Johnfon  at  his  Chambers  in  the 
Temple.  He  laid  I  certainly  might,  and  that  Mr.  Johnfon  would  take  it  as 
a  compliment.  So  upon  Tuefday  the  24th,  after  having  been  enlivened  by 
the  witty  Tallies  of  Meffieurs  Thornton,  Wilkes,  Churchill  and  Lloyd,  with 
whom  I  had  paffed  the  morning,  I  boldly  repaired  to  Johnfon.  His  Cham- 
bers were  on  the  firft  floor  of  No.  i ,  Inner  Temple-lane,  and  I  entered  them 
with  an  imprefiion  given  me  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Blair,  of  Edinburgh,  who 
had  been  introduced  to  him  not  long  before,  and  defcribed  his  having  "  found 
the  giant  in  his  den ;"  an.  expreflion,  which,  when  I  came  to  be  pretty  well 
acquainted  with  Johnfon,  I  repeated  to  him,  and  he  was  diverted  at  this 
pifturefque  account  of  himfelf.  Dr.  Blair  had  been  prefented  to  him  by  Dr. 
James  Fordyce..  At  this  time  the  controverfy  concerning  die  pieces  publifhed 
by  Mr.  James  Macpherfon,  as  tranflations  of  Oflian,  was  at  its  height.  Johnfon 
had  all  along  denied  their  authenticity ;  and,  what  was  ftill  more  provoking  to 
their  admirers,  maintained  that  they  had  no  merit.  The  fubjeft  having  been 
introduced  by  Dr.  Fordyce,  Dr.  Blair,  relying  on  the  internal  evidence  of 
their  antiquity,  afked  Dr.  Johnfon  whether  he  thought  any  man  of  a  modern 
age  could  have  written  fuch  poems  I    Johnfon  replied,    "  Yes,  Sir,  many 

■  Mr.  Sheridan  was  then  reading  le^ores  npon  Oratory  at  Bath,  where  Derrick  was  Matter 
of  the  Cerempnies,  or^  as  the  phrafe  is»  King. 
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t7^3-  men,  many  women>  and  many  children.'*  Johnfon,  at  this  time,  did  not 
Mu^S^  know  that  Dr.  Blair  had  juft  publifticd  a  Diflertation,  not  only  defending  their 
authenticity,  but  ferioufly  ranking  them  with  the  poems  of  Homer  and  Virgil ; 
and  when  he  was  afterwards  informed  of  this  circumftance,  he  exprclfed  fomc 
'  dilplcafure  at  Dr.  Fordyce's  having  fiiggefted  the  topick,  and  faid,  "  I  am  not 
forry  that  they  got  thus  much  for  their  pains.  Sir,  it  was  like  leading  one  to 
talk  of  a  book,  when  the  authour  is  concealed  behind  the  door." 

He  received  me  very  courteoufly ;  but,  it  muft  be  confcffcd,  that  his  apart- 
ment, and  furniture,  and  morning  drefs,  were  fuificiendy  uncouth.    His  brown 

\  fuit  of  cloaths  looked  very  rufly ;  he  had  on  a  litde  old  Ihri veiled  unpowdered 

wig,  which  was  too  fmall  for  his  head ;  his  fhirt-neck  and  knees  of  his 
breeches  were  loofe ;  his  black  worfted  (lockings  ill  drawn  up ;  and  he  had  a 
pair  of  unbuckled  fhoes  by  way  of  flippers.  But  all  thefe  flovenly  particu- 
lariries  were  forgotten  the  moment  that  he  began  to  talk.  Some  gendemcn, 
whom  I  do  not  recolleft,  were  fitting  with  him ;  and  when  they  went  away,  I 
alfo  rofe  j  but  he  faid  to  me,  "  Nay,  don't  go."—**  Sir,  (faid  I)  I  am  afi;aid 
that  I  intrude  upon  you.  It  is  benevolent  to  allow  me  to  fit  and  hear  you." 
He  feemed  pleafed  with  this  compliment,  which  I  fincerely  paid  him,  and 
anfwered,  "  Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  any  man  who  vifits  me."  I  have  preferved 
the  following  Ihort  minute  of  what  paflcd  this  day. 

"  Madnefs  frequendy  difcovers  itfelf  merely  by  unneceflary  deviation  from 
the  ufual  modes  of  the  world.  My  poor  friend  Smart  fliewed  the  difturbancc 
of  his  mind  by  falling  upon  his  knees  and  faying  his  prayers  in  the  ftreet,  or 
'  in  any  other  unufual  place.  Now  although,  rationally  (peaking,  it  is  greater 
madnefs  not  to  pray  at  all,  than  to  pray  as  Smart  did,  I  am  afraid  there  are  fb 
many  who  do  not  pray,  that  their  underltanding  is  not  called  in  qucflion." 

Concerning  this  unfortunate  poet,  Chriftopher  Smart,  who  was  confined  in 
a  mad-houfe,  he  had,  at  another  time,  the  following  converfarion  with  Dr. 
Bumey.  Johnson.  "  It  (eems  as  if  his  mind  had  ceafed  to  flrruggle  with  the 
di(ca(e5  for  he  grows  fat  upon  it."  Burnev.  "  Perhaps,  Sir,  that  may  be  from 
want  of  exercife."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir  i  he  has  partly  as  much  exerci(c  as 
he  ufed  to  have,  for  he  digs  in  the  garden.  Indeed,  before  his  confinement,  he 
ufed  for  exercife  to  walk  to  the  alehoufe ;  but  he  was  carried  back  again.  I 
did  not  think  he  ought  to  be  (hut  up.  His  infirmities  were  not  noxious  to 
fociety.  He  infifted  on  people  praying  with  him;  and  I'd  as  lief  pray  with 
Kit.  Snurt  as  any  one  clfe.  Another  charge  was,  that  he  did  not  love  clean 
linen  -,  and  I  have  no  pafllon  for  it." 

4  "  Mankind 
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"  Mankind  have  a  great  averfion  to  intdlcftual  labour  j  but  even  fuppofing      1763. 
knowledge  to  be  eafily  attainable,    niore  people  would  be  content  to  be  jEut .  ciu 
ignorant  than  would  take  even  a  little  trouble  to  acquire  it." 

*^  The  morality  of  an  a6lion  depends  on  the  motive  from  which  we  aft.  If 
I  fling  half  a  crown  to  a  beggar  with  intention  to  break  his  head,  and  he  picks  it 
up  and  buys  viftuals  with  it,  the  phyfical  effeft  is  good  5  but,  with  refpeft  to 
me,  the  aftion  is  very  wrong.  So,  religious  exerciles,  if  not  performed  with 
an  intention  to  pleafe  God,  avail  us  nothing.  As  our  Saviour  fays  of  thofe 
who  perform  them  from  other  motives,  *  Verily  they  have  tjieir  reward.' 

"  Tbe  Chriftian  Religion  has  very  ftrong  evidences.     It,  indeed,  appears- 
in  fome  degree  ftrange  to  reafon ;  but  in  Hiftory  we  have  undoubted  fafts, 
againft  which,  in  reafoning  afrioriy  we  have  more  arguments  than  we  have    • 
for  them;  'but  then,  teftimony  has  great  weight,  and  caftsthe  balance.     Ij 
would  recommend  to  every  man  whofe  faith  is  yet  unfetdcd,   Grotius,— Dn 
Pcarfon, — and  Dr.  Clark.'* 

Talking  of  Garrick,  he  faid^  *'  He  is  the  firft  man  in  the  world  for  iprightly 
converlation." 

When  I  Tofe  a  ftcond  time  he  again  prefled  me  to  ftay,  which  I  did. 

He  told  me,  that  he  generally  went  abroad  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  and 
feldom  came  home  till  two  in  the  morning.  I  took  the  liberty  to  afk  if  he 
did  not  think  it  wrong  to  live  thus,  and  not  make  more  ufe  of  his  great  talents.. 
He  owned  it  was  a  bad  habit.  On  reviewing,  at  the  diftance  of  many  years,, 
my  journal  of  this  period,  I  wonder  how,  at  my  firft  vifit,  I  ventured  to  talk^ 
to  him  fo  freely,  and  that  he  bore  it  with  fo  much  indulgence. 

Before  we  parted  he  was  fo  good  as  to  promife  to  favour  me  with  his  com- 
pany one  evening  at  my  lodgings  5  and,  as  I  took  my  leave,  fhook  me  cordially^ 
by  the  hand.  It  is  almoft  nccdlefs  to  add,  that  I  felt  no  litde  elation  at 
having  now  fo  happily  eftablilhed  an  acquaintance  of  which  I  had  been  fo  long; 
ambidous. 

My  readers  will,  I  truft,  excufe  me  for  being  thus  minutely  circumftantial,, 
when  it  is  confidered  that  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Johnfon  was  to  me  a  moft 
valuable  acquifition,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  whatever  inftruftion  and  enter- 
tainment they  may  receive  from  my  coUeftions  concerning  the  great  fubjeft. 
of  the  wprk  which  they  are  now  peruling.^ 

I  did  not  vifit  him  again  till  Monday,  June  13,  at  which  time  I  recolleft 
nd  part  of  his  converfarion,  except  that  when  I  told  him  I  had  been  to  fee 
Johnfon  ride  upon  three  horfes,  he  faid,  "  Such  a  man.  Sir,  ihould  be 
cucouraged.i  for  his  performances  fhew  the  extent  of  the  human  powers  iri.> 
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one  inftancc,  and  thus  tend  to  raife  our  opinion  of  the  faculties  of  man.  He 
fhews  what  may  be  attained  by  perfevering  application  j  fo  that  every  man 
may  hope,  that  by  giving  as  much  application,  although  perhaps  he  may 
never  ride  three  horfes  at  a  time  or  dance  upon  a  wire,  yet  he  may  be  equally 
expert  in  whatever  profeflion  he  has  chofen  to  purfue.'* 

He  again  fhook  me  by  the  hand  at  parting,  and  aflced  me  why  I  did  not 
come  oftener  to  him.  Trufting  that  I  was  now  in  his  good  graces,  I  anfwered, 
that  he  had  not  given  me  much  encouragement,  and  reminded  him  of  the 
check  I  had  received  from  him  at  our  firft  interview.  *'  Poh,  poh !  (faid  he, 
with  a  complacent  fmile,)  never  mind  thcfe  things.  Come  to  me  as  often 
as  you  can.     I  (hall  be  glad  to  fee  you." 

I  had  learnt  that  his  place  of  frequent  refort  was  the  Mitre  tavern  in  Fleet- 
ftreet,  where  he  loved  to  fit  up  late,  and  I  begged  I  might  be  allowed  to  pafs 
an  evening  with  him  there  foon,  which  he  promifed  I  fhould.  A  few  days 
afterwards  I  met  him  near  Temple-bar,  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  afked  if  he  would  then  go  to  the  Mitre.  *'  Sir,  (faid  he)  it  is  too  late  j 
they  won't  let  us  in.    But  I'll  go  with  you  another  night  with  all  my  heart.'* 

A  revolution  of  fome  importance  in  my  plan  of  life  had  juft  taken  place ; 
for  inftead  of  procuring  a  commiflion  in*  the  foot-guards,  ,which  was  my  own 
inclination,  I  had,  in  compliance  with  my  father's  wiflies,  agreed  to  ftudy  the 
law,  and  was  foon  to  fet  out  for  Utrecht,  to  hear  the  leftures  of  an  excellent 
Civilian  in  that  Univerfity,  and  then  to  proceed  on  my  travels.  Though  very 
defirous  of  obtaining  Dr.  Johnfoji's  advice  and  inftruftions  on  the  mode  of 
purfuing  my  ftudies,  I  was  at  this  time  fo  occupied,  fhall  I  call  it?  or  fo 
diflipated,  by  the  afnufements  of  London,  that  our  next  meeting  was  not 
till  Saturday,  June  25,  when  happening  to  dine  at  Clifton's  eating-houfe, 
in  Butcher-row,  I  was  furprized  to  perceive  Johnfon  come  in  and  take  his 
feat  at  another  table.  The  mode  of  dining,  or  rather  being  fed  at  fuch 
houfcs  in  London,  is  well  known  to  many  to  be  particularly  unfocial,  as  there 
is  no  Ordinary,  or  united  company,  but  each  perfon  has  his  own  mefs,  and 
is  under  no  obligation  to  hold  any  intercourfe  with  any  one,  A  liberal  and 
full -minded  man,  however,  who  loves  to  talk,  will  break  through  this 
churlifh  and  unfocial  reftraint.  Johnfon  and  an  Irifli  gendeman  got  into  a 
difpute  concerning  the  caufe  of  fome  part  of  mankind  being  black.  **  Why, 
'Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  it  has  been  accounted  for  in  three  ways  :  either  by  luppo- 
fuig  that  they  are  the  pofterity  of  Ham,  who  was  ciirfed ;  or  that  God  at  firft 
created  two  kinds  of  men,  one  black  and  another  white  j  or  that  by  the  heat 
o[  the  fun  the  (kin  is  fcorched,  and  fo  acquires  a  footy  hue.     This  matter  has 
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been  much  canvaflcd  among  naturalifts,  but  has  never  been  brought  to  any  '7^3- 
certain  iffue."  What  the  Irifliman  faid  is  totally  obliterated  from  my  mind ;  ^tau  54. 
but  I  remember  that  he  became  very  warm  and  intemperate  in  his  expref- 
fions ;  upon  which  Johnfon  rofe,  and  quietly  walked  away.  When  he  had 
retired,  his  antagonift  took  his  revenge,  as  he  thought,  by  faying  "  He  has 
a  mod  ungainly  figure,  and  an  affeftation  of  pompofity  unworthy  of  a  man 
of  genius." 

Johnfon  had  not  obferved  that  I  was  in  the  room.  I  followed  him,  how- 
ever, and  he  agreed  to  meet  me  in  the  evening  at  the  Mitre.  I  called  on 
him,  and  we  went  thither  at  nine.  We  had  a  good  lupper,  and  port  wine,  of 
which  he  then  fometimes  drank  a  botde.  The  orthodox  high-church  found  of 
the  Mitre,  the  figure  and  manner  of  the  celebrated  Samuel  Johnfon,  the  extra- 
ordinary power  and  precifion  of  his  converfation,  and  the  pride  arifmg  from 
finding  myfclf  admitted  as  his  companion, '  produced  a  variety  of  fcnfarions, 
and  a  pleafing  elevauon  of  mind  beyond  what  I  had  ever  before  experienced. 
I  find  in  my  journal  the  following  minute  of  our  convcrlation,  which,  though 
it  will  ffvt  but  a  very  faint  notion  of  what  paffed,  is,  in  fome  degree,  a 
valuable  record  j  and  it  will  be  curious  in  this  view,  as  ihewing  how  habitual 
to  his  mind  were  fome  opinions  which  appear  in  his  works. 

"  Colley  Gibber,  Sir,  was  by  no  means  a  blockhead  i  but  by  arrogating  to 
himfelf  too  much,  he  was  in  danger  of  lofing  that  degree  of  eftimation  to 
which  he  was  entided.  His  friends  gave  out  that  he  intended  his  birth-day 
Odes  fhould  be  bad :  but  that  was  not  the  cafe.  Sir;  for  he  kept  them  many 
anonths  by  him,  and  a  few  years  before  he  died  he  fhewed  me  one  of  them, 
with  great  folicitude  to  render  it  as  perfeft  as  might  be,  and  I  made  fome 
correftions,  to  which  he  was  not  very  willing  to  fubmit.  I  remember  the 
following  couplet  in  allufion  to  the  King  and  himfelf: 

*  Perch'd  on  the  eagle's  foaring  wing 

*  The  lowly  linnet  loves  to  fing.' 

Sir,  he  had  heard  fomething  of  the  fabulous  talc  of  the  wren  fitting  upon  the 
eagle's  wing,  and  he  had  applied  it  to  a  linnet.  Gibber's  familiar  flyle, 
however,  was  better  than  that  which  Whitehead  has  aflumed.  Grand  nonfenfe 
is  inilipportable.    Whitehead  is  but  a  litde  man  to  infcribe  verfes  to  players." 

I  did  not  prefiime  to  controvert  this  cenfure,  which  was  tinftured  with  his 
prejudice  againft  players  ;  but  I  could  not  help  thinking  that  a  dramatick  poet 
might  with  propriety  pay  a  compliment  to  an  eminent  performer,  as  Whitehead 
has  very  happily  done  in  his  verfes  to  Mn  Garrick.  , 
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1765.  «  Sir,  I  do  not  think  Gray  a  firft-rate  poet.    He  has  not  a  bold  imagination, 

]^j^~!t[  nor  much  command  of  words.     The  obfcurity  in  which  he  has  involved  him^ 

fclf  will  not  perluade  us  that  he  is  fublime.     His  Elegy  in  a  church-yard  has 

a  happy  feleftion  of  images,  but  I  don^t  like  what  are  called  his  great  things^ 

His  Ode  which  begins 

*  Ruin  feizc  thee,  ruthlefs  King, 
'  Confufion  on  thy  banners  wait,' 

has  been  celebrated  for  its  abruptnefs,  and  plunging  into  the  fubje6t  all  at 
once.  Butfuch  arts  as  thefe  have  no  merit,  unlefs  when  they  are  original. 
We  admire  them  only  once ;  and  this  abruptnefs  has  nothing  new  in  it.  We 
have  had  it  often  before.  Nay,  we  have  it  in  the  old  fong  of  Johnny 
Armftrong : 

*  Is  there  ever  a  man  in  all  Scotland 

*  From  the  higheft  eftate  to  the  loweft  degree,  &c.*  ^ 

And  then.  Sir, 

« 

*  Yes,  there  is  a  man  in  Weftmoreland, 

*  And  Johnny  Arniftrong  they  do  him  call." 

There,  now,  you  plunge  at  once  into  the  fubjeft.  You  have  no  previous 
narration  to  lead  you  to  it. — ^The  two  next  lines  in  that  Ode  are,  I  think, 
very  good: 

*  Though  fann'd  by  conqueft'is  crimfon  wing, 

•  They  mock  the  air  with  idle  ftate*.'* 

Here  let  it  be  obferved,  that  although  his  opinion  of  Gray's  poetry  wjb 
widely  different  from  mine,  and  I  believe  from  that  of  moft  men  of  tafte, 
by  whom  it  is  with  juftice  highly  admired,  there  is  certainly  much  abfurdity 
in  the  clamour  which  has  been  raifed,  as  if  he  had  been  culpably  injurious  to 
the  merit  of  that  bard,  and  had  been  actuated  by  envy.  Alas  !  ye  little  fhort- 
fighted  criticks,  could  Johnfon  be  envious  of  the  talents  of  any  of  his  con- 
temporaries ?  That  his  opinion  on  this  fubjedt  was  what  in  private,  and  in 
publick  he  uniformly  exprefled,  regardlefs  of  what  others  might  think,  we 
may  wonder,  and  perhaps  regret ;  but  it  is  ihallow  and  unjuft  to  charge  him 
with  exprefling  what  he  did  not  think. 

*  My  friend  Mr.  Malonc,  in  his  valuable  comments  on  Shakfpcarc,  has  traced  in  that  great 
poet  the  disje&a  membra  of  thefe  lines. 
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Finding  him  in  a  placid  humour,  and  wifliing  to  avail  myfelf  of  the  oppor- 
tunity which  I  fortunately  had  of  confulting  a  fage,  to  hear  whofe  wifdom,  I 
conceived  in  the  ardour  of  youthful  imagination,  that  men  filled  with  a  noble 
cnthufiafm  for  intellcftual  improvement  would  gladly  have  reforted  from 
diftant  lands ;  I  opened  my  mind  to  him  ingenuoufly,  and  gave  him  a  little 
Iketch  of  my  life,  to  which  he  was  pleafed  to  liften  with  great  attention. 

I  acknowledged,  that  though  educated  very  ftridly  in  the  principles  of 
religion,  I  had  for  fome  time  been  mifled  into  a  certain  degree  of  infidelity ; 
but  that  I  was  come  now  to  a  better  way  of  thinking,  and  was  fully  fatisfied 
of  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  revelation,  though  I  was  not  clear  as  to  every 
point  confidered  to  be  orthodox.  Being  at  all  times  a  curious  examiner  of 
the  human  mind,  and  pleafed  with  an  undifguifed  difplay  o(  what  had  pafled 
in  it,  he  called  to  me  with  warmth,  *'  Give  me  your  hand ;  I  have  taken  a 
liking  to  you."  He  then  began  to  defcant  upon  the  force  of  teftimony,  and 
the  litde  we  could  know  of  final  caufes ;  fo  that  the  bbjeftions  of,  why  was  it 
fo  ?  or  why  was  it  not  fo  ?  ought  not  to  difhirb  us  :  adding,  that  he  himfclf 
had  at  one  period  been  guilty  of  a  temporary  negleft  of  religion,  but  that  it 
was  not  the  refult  of  argument,  but  mere  abfcnce  of  thought. 

After  having  given  credit  to  reports  of  his  bigotry,  I  was  agreeably  fur- 
prized  when  he  exprefTed  the  following  very  liberal  fentiment,  which  has  the 
additional  value  of  obviating  an  objeftion  to  our  holy  religion,  founded  upon 
the  difcordant  tenets  of  Chrilliins  themfelves  :  "  For  my  part.  Sir,  1  think  all 
Chriftians,  whether  Papifls  or  Proteflants,  agree  in  the  efTential  articles,  and 
that  their  differences  are  trivial,  and  rather  political  than  religious." 

We  talked  of  belief  in  ghofls.  He  faid,  "  Sir,  I  make  a  diflinAion 
between  what  a  man  may  experience  by  the  mere  flrength  of  his  imagination, 
and  what  imagination  cannot  poffibly  produce.  Thus,  fuppofe  I  fhould  think 
that  I  faw  a  form,  and  heard  a  voice  cry  ^  Johnfon,  you  are  a  very  wicked 
fellow,  and  unlefs  you  repent  you  will  certainly  be  punifhed/  my  own  unwor- 
thinefs  is  fo  deeply  imprefled  upon  my  mind,  that  I  might  imagine  1  thus  faw 
and  heard,  and  therefore  I  fhould  not  believe  that  an  external  communication 
had  been  made  to  me.  But  if  a  form  fhould  appear,  and  a  voice  fhould  tell 
me  that  a  particular  man  had  died  at  a  particular  place,  and  a  particular 
hour,  afa6t  which  I  had  no  apprehenfion  of,  nor  any  means  of  knowing,  and 
this  faft  with  all  its  circumflances  fhould  afterwards  be  unqueftionably  proved, 
I  fhould,  in  that  cafe  be  perfuaded  that  I  had  fupernatural  intelligence  imparted 
to  me.". 

Here  it  is  proper,  once  for  all,  to  give  a  true  and  fair  flatemcnt  of  Johnfon's 
way  of  thinking  upon  the  queftion  whether  departed  fpirits  are  ever  pei'mitted 
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i?^^'      to  appear  in  this  world,  or  in  any  w^y  to  operate  upon  human  life.     He  has 

MutTu'  ^^^^  ignorantly  mifreprefented  as  weakly  credulous  upon  that  fubjeft ;  and 
therefore,  though  I  feel  an  mclination  to  difdain  and  treat  with  filent  contempt 
fo  abfurd  a  notion  concerning  my  illuftrious  friend,  yet  as  I  find  it  has  gained 
ground,  it  is  neceflary  to  refute  it.  The  real  faft  then  is,  that  Johnfon  had 
a  very  philofophical  mind,  and  fuch  a  rational  refpeft  for  teftimony,  as  ta 
make  him  fubmit  his  underftanding  to  what  was  authentically  proved,  though 
he  could  not  comprehend  why  it  was  fo.  Being  thus  dilpofed,  he  was  willing 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  any  relation  of  fupernatural  agency,  a  general 
belief  of  which  has  prevailed  in  all  nations  and  ages.  But  fo  far  was  he  from 
being  the  dupe  of  implicit  faith,  that  he  examined  the  matter  with  a  jealous 
attention,  and  no  man  was  more  ready  to  refute  its^falfliood  when  he  had 
dilcovered  it.  Churchill,  in  his  poem  entitled  **  The  Ghoft,'^  availed  him- 
fclf  of  the  abfurd  creduUty  imputed  to  Johnfon,  and  drew  a  caricature  of  him 
under  the  name  of  "  Pomposo,"  reprefenting  him  as  one  of  the  believers  of 
the  ftory  of  a  Ghoft  in  Cock-lane,  which  in  the  year  1762  had  gained  very 
general  credit  in  London.  Many  of  my  readers,  I  am  convinced,  are  to  this 
hour  under  an  impreffion  that  Johnfon  was  thus  foolilhly  deceived.  It  will 
therefore  furprize  them  a  good  deal  when  they  are  informed  upon  undoubted 
authority,  that  Johnfon  was  one  of  thofe  by  whom  the  impofture  was  detefted. 
The  ftory  had  become  fo  popular,  that  he  thought  it  fhould  be  inveftigated ; 
and  in  this  refearch  he  was  aflifled  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Douglas,  now  Bifhop 
of  Carlifle,  the  great  detedter  of  impoflures,  who  informs  me,  that  after  die 
gendemen  who  went  and  examined  into  the  evidence  were  fatisfied  of  its 
falfity,  Johnfon  wrote  in  their  prefence  an-  account  of  it,  which  was  publifhed 
in  the  newfpapers  and  Gentleman's  Magazine,  and  undeceived  the  world '. 

Our 

5  The  account  was  as  follows :  *'  On  the  night  of  the  ift  of  February,  many  gentlemen,. emi- 
nent for  their  rank  and  charadler,  were,  by  tlie  invitation  of  the  Reverend  Mr..  Aid  rich,  of 
Clerkenwell,  affembled  at  his  houfe,  for  the  examination  of  the  noifes  fuppofed  to  be  made  by  a 
departed  fpirit,  for  the  detedion  of  fome  enormous  crime. 

*'  About  ten  at  night  the  gentlemen  met  in  the  chamber  in  which  the  girl  iiippofed  to  be  dif« 
turbed  by  a  fpirit,  had,  with  proper  caution^  been  pot  to  bed  by  feveral  ladies.  They  fat  rather 
more  than  an  hour,  and  hearing  nothiag,  went  down  flairs,  when  they  interrogated  the  father  of 
the  girl,  who  denied,  in  the  (Irongefl  terms,  any  knowledge  or  belief  of  fraud* 

**  The  fuppofed  fpirit  had  before  publickly  promifed,  by  an  affirmative  knock,  that  It  woufd 
attend,  one  of  the  gentlemen  into  the  vault  under  the  church  of  St.  John,  Clerkenwell,  where 
the  body  is  depoiited,  and  give  a  token  of  her  prefence  there,  by  a  knock  upon  her  coffin ;  it  was 
therefore  determined  to  make  this  trial  of  the  exigence  or  veracity  of  the  fuppofed  fpirit. 
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Our  convcrfetion  proceeded.  "  Sir,  (faid  he)  I  am  a  friend  to  fubordi* 
nation,  as  moft  conducive  to  the  happinefs  of  fociety.  There  is  a  reciprocal 
pleafure  in  governing  and  being  governed." 

^*  Dr.  Goldfmith  is  one  of  the  firft  men  we  now  have  as  an  authour,  and  he 
is  a  very  worthy  man  too.  He  has  been  loofe  in  his  principles,  but  he  is 
coming  right." 

I  mentioned  Mallet's  tragedy  of  Elvira,  which  had  been  aded  the  pre- 
ceding winter  at  Drury-lane,  and  that  the  Honourable  Andrew  Erfkine,  Mr. 
Dempfter,  and  myfelf,  had  joined  in  writing  a  pamphlet,,  entided  "  Critical 
Striftures"  againft  it*.  That  the  mildnefs  of  Dempfter's  difpofition  had, 
however,  relented;  and  he  had  candidly  faid,  *^  We  have  hardly  a  right  to 
abufe  this  tragedy ;  for,  bad  as  it  is,  how  vain  fhould  either  of  us  be  to  write 
one  not  near  fogood."  Johnson.  "Why  no.  Sir;  this  is  not  juft  reafoning.. 
You  may  abufe  a  tragedy,  though  you  cannot  write  one.  You  may  fcold  a 
carpenter  who  has  made  you  a  bad  table,  though  you  cannot  make  a  table. 
It  is  not  your  trade  to  make  tables." 

When  I  talked  to  him  of  the  paternal  eftate  to  which  I  was  heir,  he  faid,. 
"  Sir,  let  me  tell  you,  that  to  be  a  Scotch  landlord,  where  you  have  a  number 
of  families  dependent  upon  you,  and  attached  to  you,  is,  perhaps,  as  high  a 
fituarion  as  humanity  can  arrive  at.  A  merchant  upon  the  'Change  of 
London,  with  a  hundred  thbufand  pounds,,  is  nothing:   an  Englilh  duke* 

*'  While  they  were  enqniring  and"  dcJibcrating,  they  were  fummoned  into  the  girl's  chamber  by 
fomc  ladies  who  were  near  her  bed,  and  who  had  heard  knocks  and  fcratches.  When  the  gentle- 
men entered,  th^  girl  declared  that  fhe  felt  the  fpirit  like  a  moufe  upon  her  back,  Und  was  required 
to  hold  her  hands  out  of  bed.  From  that  time,  though  the  fpirit  was  very  folemnly  required  to 
manifeft  its  exigence  by  appearance,  by  impreifion  on  the  hand  or  body  of  any  prefent,  by 
fcratches,  knocks,  or  any  other  agency,  no  evidence  of  any  preter-natural  power  was  exhibited. 

«*  The  fpirit  was  then  very  fcrioufly  advertifed  that  the  perfon  to  whom  the- promifb  was 
made  of  ftriking  the  coffin,  was  then  about  to  vifit  the  vault,  and  that  the  performance  of  the 
promife  was  then  claimed.  The  company  at  one  o'clock  went  into  the  church,,  and  the  gentlemaxv 
to  whom  the  promife  was  made,  went  with  another  into  the  vault.  The  fpirit  was  folemnly 
required  to  perform  its  promife,  but  nothing  more  than  filence  enfued  :  the  perfon  fuppofed  to  be 
accufcd  by  the  fpirit,  then  went  down  with  feveral  others,  but  no  effcft  was  perceived.  Upon 
their  return  they  examined  the  girl,  but  could  draw  no  confeffion  from  her.  Between  two  and- 
three  (he  defircd  and  was  permitted  to  go  home  with  her  father^ 

"  It  is,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  the  whole  aflembly,  that  the  child  has  fbme  art  of  making  or 
counterfeiting. a  particular  noife,  and  that  there  is  no  agency  of  any  higher  caufe." 

^  The  Critical  Review,  in  which  Mallet  himfclf  fometime&  wrote,  charad^erifed  this  pam- 
phlet as  "the-  crude  efforts  of  envy,  petulance,  and  fclf-conceit.*'  There  being  thus  three 
epithets,  we  the  three  authours  had  a  humourous  contention  how  each  Ihould  be  appropriated. 
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with  an  immenfe  fortune,  is  nothing :  he  has  ^no  tenants  wha  confider  thcm^ 
felves  as  under  his  patriarchal  care,  and  who  will  follow  him  to  the  field  upon 
any  emergency." 

His  notion  of  the  dignity  of  a  Scotch  landlord  had  been  formed  upon  what 
he  had  heard  of  the  Highland  Chiefs  ;  for  it  is  long  fince  a  lowland  landlord 
has  been  fo  curtailed  in  his  feudal  authority,  that  he  has  litde  more  influence 
over  his  tenants  than  an  EngHfh  landlord ;  and  of  late  years  moft  of  the 
Highland  Chiefs  have  deftroyed,  by  means  too  wtU  known,  the  princely 
power  which  they  once  enjoyed. 

He  proceeded :  **  Your  going  abroad.  Sir,  and  breaking  oflF  idle  habits, 
may  be  of  great  importance  to  you.  I  would  go  where  there  are  courts  and 
learned  men.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  Spain  that  has  not  been  perambulated. 
I  would  have  you  go  thither.  A  man  of  inferiour  talents  to  yours  may  furnifh 
us  with  ufefiil  obfervations  upon  that  country."  His  luppofing  me,  at  that 
period  of  life,  capable  of  writing  an  account  of  my  travels  that  would  deferve 
to  be  read,  elated  me  not  a  little. 

I  appeal  to  every  impartial  reader  whether  this  faithful  detail  of  his  frank- 
nels,  complacency,  and  kindnefs  to  a  young  man,  a  ftranger  and  a  Scotchman, 
does  not  refute  the  unjuft  opinion  of  the  harfhnefs  of  his  general  demeanour. 
His  occafional  reproofs  of  folly,  impudence,  or  impiety,  and  even  the  fudden 
fallies  of  his  conftitutional  irritability  of  temper,  which  have  been  preferved 
for  the  poignancy  of  their  wit,  have  produced  that  opinion  among  thofe  who 
have  not  confidercd  that  fuch  inftances,  though  collefted  by  Mrs.  Piozzi  into 
a  fmail  volume,  and  read  over  in  a  few  hours,  were,  in  faft,  fcattered  throu^ 
a  long  feries  of  years ;  years,  in  which  his  time  was  chiefly  Ipent  in  inflirufting 
and  delighting  mankind  by  his  writings  and  converfation,  in  adts  of  piety  to 
God,  and  good-will  to  men. 

I  complained  to  him  that  I  had  not  yet  acquired  much  knowledge,  and 
afked  his  advice  as  to  my  flaidies.  He  faid,  "  Don't  talk  of  Itudy  now.  I 
will  give  you  a  plan  -,  but  it  will  require  fome  time  to  confider  of  it.*'  "  It 
is  very  good  in  you,  Mr.  Johnfon,  (I  replied)  to  allow  me  to  be  with  you 
thus.  Had  it  been  foretold  to  me  fome  years  ago  that  I  fhould  pafs  an  eve- 
ning with  the  authour  of  the  Rambler,  how  fhould  I  have  exulted  !"  What 
I  then  cxprcflcd  was  fincerely  from  the  heart.  He  was  fatisfied  that  it  was,  and 
cordially  anfwered,  "  Sir,  I  am  glad  we  have  met.  I  hope  we  fliall  pafs 
many  evenings  and  mornings  too,  together."  We  finifhed  a  couple  of  botdes 
of  port,  and  fat  till  between  one  and  two  in  the  morning* 
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He  wrote  this  year  in  the  Critical  Review  the  account  of  "  Telemachus,  a  ^763. 
Mafk/*  by  the  Reverend  George  Graham,  of  Eton  College.  The  fubjeft  of  ^^/^ -t[ 
this  beautiful  poem  was  particularly  interefting  to  Jqhnfon,  who  had  much 
experience  of  "  the  conflid  of  oppofite  principles/'  which  he  defcribes  as, 
'^  The  contention  between  pleafure  and  virtue,  a  ftrugglc  which  will  always 
be  continued  while  the  prefent  fyftem  of  nature  (hall  fubfift :  nor  can  hiftory 
or  poetry  exhibit  more  than  pleafure  triumphing  over  virtue,  and  virtue  fub- 
jugating  pleafure/' , 

As  Dr.  Oliver  Goldfmith  will  frequendy  appear  in  this  narrative,  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  make  my  readers  in  fome  degree  acquainted  with  his  lingular 
charafter.  He  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  a  contemporary  with  Mr.  Burke, 
at  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  but  did  not  then  give  much  promife  of  future 
celebrity.  He,  however,  obferved  to  Mr.  Malone,  that  "  though  he  made 
no  great  figure  in  mathematicks,  which  was  a  fludy  in  much  repute  there,  he 
could  turn  an  Ode  of  Horace  better  than  any  of  them."  He  afterwards 
Ihidied  phyfick  at  Edinburgh,  and  upon  the  Continents  and  I  have  been 
informed^  was  enabled  to  purfue  his  travels  on  foot,  partly  by  demanding  at 
Univerfities  to  enter  the  lifts  as  a  dilputant,  by  which,  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  many  of  them,^he  was  entided  to  the  premium  of  a  crown,  when  luckily 
for  him  his  challenge  was  not  accepted ;  fo  that,  as  I  once  obferved  to  Dr. 
Johnfon,  ht  difpuUd  his  pafTagc  through  Europe.  He  then  came  to  England,, 
and  was  employed  fuccefTively  in  the  capacities  of  an  ufher  to  an  academy,  a 
correftor  of  the  prefs,  a  reviewer,  and  a  writer  for  a  newfpaper.  He  had 
lagacity  enough  Jto  cultivate  affiduoufly  the  acquaintance  of  Johnfon,  and  his 
Acuities  wcnc  gradually  enlarged  by  the  contemplation  of  fuch  a  model.  To 
me  and  many  others  it  appeared  that  he  flrudioufly  copied  the  manner  of 
Johnfon,  though,  indeed,  upon  a  fmallcr  fcale. 

At  this  time  I  think  he  had  publiihed  nothmg  with  his  name,  though  it  was 
pretty  generally  known  that  one  Dr.  Goldfmith  was  the  authour  of  ^  An  E(tay  on 
the  prefent  State  of  polite  Literature,"  and  of  "  The  Citizen  of  the  Work!/' 
a  feries  of  letters  fiippofed  to  be  written  from  London  by  a  Chinele.  No 
man  had  the  art  of  dilplaying  with  more  advs^tage  as  a  writer,  whatever 
literary  acquifitions  he  made.  "  Nihil  quod  tetigit  non  omavii  *.'*  His  mind 
refembkd  a  fertile,  but  thin  foil.  There  was  a  quick,  but  not  a  flrong, 
vegetation,  of  whatever  chanced  to  be  thrown  upon  it.  No  deep  root 
could  be  ffaiick.     The  oak  of  the  foreft  did  not  grow  there  j  but  the  elegant 

*  Sec  his  Epitaph  in  Wcftminfter  Abbey,  written  by  Dr.  Johnfon. 
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•fhrubbery  and  the  fragrant  parterre  appeared  in  gay  fucceffion.  It  has  been 
generally  circulated  and  believed  that  he  was  a  mere  fool  in  converfation  *j 
but,  in  truth,  this^has  been  greatly  exaggerated.  He  had,  no  doubt,  a  more 
than  common  ihare  of  that  hurry  of  ideas  which  we  often  find  in  his  country- 
men, and  which  fometimes  produces  a  laughable  confufion  in  exprefling  them. 
•He  was  very  much  what  the  French  call  un  etmrdii  and  from  vanity  and  an 
eager  defire  of  being  confpicuous  wherever  he  was,  he  frequendy  talked  care- 
lefsly  without  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft,  or  even  without  thought.  His  per- 
ibn  was  fhort,  his  countenance  coarfe  and  vulgar,  his  deportment  that  of  a 
icholar  aukwardly  afFefting  the  eafy  gendeman.  Thofe  who  were  in  any  way 
diftinguiflied,  excited  envy  in  him  to  fo  ridiculous  an  excels,  that  the  inftances 
of  it  are  hardly  credible.  When  accompanying  twa  beautiful  young  ladies 
with  their  mother  on  a  tour  in  France,  he  was  ferioufly  angry  that  more  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  them  than  to  him ;  and  once  at  the  exhibition  of  the  Fantoc^ 
€im,  in  London,  when  thofe  who  fat  next  him  obferved  with  what  dexterity  a 
puppet  was  made  to  tofs  a  pike,  he  could  not  bear  that  it  fhould  have  fuch 
praife,  and  exclaimed  with  fome  warmth,  "  Plhaw !  I  can  do  it  better  myfelf." 
He,  I  am  afraid,  had  no  fetded  fyftem  of  any  fort,  fo  that  his  conduft 
muft  not  be  ftriftly  fcrutinifed  j  but  his  afFe6tions  were  focial  and  generous, 
and  when  he  had  money  he  gave  it  away  very  liberally.  His  defire  of  imagi- 
nary confequence  predominated  over  his  attention  to  truth.  When  he  began 
to  rife  into  notice,  he  faid  he  had  a  brother  who  was  Dean  of  Durham,  a 
fiftion  fo  eafily  dctcdted,  that  it  is  wonderful  how  he  fhould  have  been  fo 
inconfiderate  as  to  hazard  it.  He  boafted  to  me  at  this  time  of  the  power  of 
his  pen  in  commanding  money,  which  I  believe  was  true  in  a  certain  degree, 
though  in  the  inlbuice  he  gave  he  was  by  no  means  correft.  He  told  me  that 
he  had  fold  a  novel  for  four  hundred  pounds.     This  was  his  "  Vicar  of 

^  In  allufion  to  this,  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,   who  admired  his  writings,  faid  he  was  ''  an 
infpired  ideot;"  and  Garrick  defcribed  him  as  one 

"  _——_-__  for  fhortncfs  calPd  Noll, 

•*  Who  wrote  like  an  angel,  and  talk'd  like  poor  Poll." 

Sir  Jo(haa  Reynolds  has  mentioned  to  me  that  he  frec^uently  heard  Goldfmith  talk  warmly  of  the 
pleafure  of  being  liked,  and  obferve  how  hard  it  would  be  if  literary  excellence  fhould  preclude  a 
man  from  that  fatisfadion,  which  he  perceived  it  often  did,  from  the  envy  which  attended  it ;  and 
therefore  Sir  Joilraa  was  convinced  that  he  was  intentionally  more  abfiird,  in  order  to  leflen  himfelf 
in  focial  intercourfe,  trading  that  his  chara^r  would  be  fufficiently  fupported  by  his  woiks.  If 
it  indeed  was  his  intention  to  appear  abfurd  in  company,  he  was  often  very  fuccefsfuL  But  with 
ilue  deference  to  Sir  Joihua's  ingenuity,  I  think  the  conje^ure  too  refined, 
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'Wakefield."  But  Johnfon  informed  me,  that  he  had  made  the  bargain  for  17^5- 
Goldfmith,  and  the  price  was  fixty  pounds,  "  And,  Sir,  (faid  he)  a  fuificicnt  ^tatfc^! 
price  too,  when  it  was  fold ;  for  then  the  fame  of  Goldfmidi  had  not  been 
elevated,  as  it  afterwards  was,  by  his  *  Traveller/  and  the  bookfcUer  had  fuch 
faint  hopes  of  profit  by  his  bargain,  that  he  kept  the  manufcript  by  him  a 
long  time,  and  did  not  publifli  it  till  after  the  Traveller  had  appeared.  Then, 
to  be  fure,  it  was  accidentally  worth  more  money." 

Mrs.  Piozzi^  and  Sir  John  Hawkins*  have  ftrangely  mif-ftated  the  hiftory 
of  Goldfmith's  fituation  and  Johnfon*s  friendly  interference,  when  this  novel 
was  fold.     I  fliall  give  it  authentically  from  Johnfon's  own  exaft  narration : 

"  I  received  one  morning  a  meflage  from  poor  Goldfmith  that  he  was  in 
great  diftrefs,  and,  as  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  come  to  me,  beg^ng  that  I 
would  come  to  him  as  foon  as  poffible.  I  fent  him  a  guinea,  and  promifed  to 
come  to  him  direftly.  I  accordingly  went  as  loon  as  I  was  dreft,  and  found 
that  his  landlady  had  arretted  him  for  his  rent,  at  which  he  was  in  a  violent 
paffion.  I  perceived  that  he  had  already  changed  my  guinea,  and  had  got  a 
bottle  of  Madeira  and  a  glafs  before  him.  I  put  the  cork  into  the  bottle, 
defired  Jie  would  be  calm,  and  began  to  talk  to  him  of  the  means  by  which 
he  might  be  extricated.  He  then  told  me  that  he  had  a  novel  ready  for  the 
prefs,  which  he  produced  to  me.  I  looked  into  it,  and  faw  its  merit;  told 
the  landlady  I  Ihould  foon  return,  and  having  gone  to  a  bookfeller,  fold  it  for 
fixty  pounds.  I  brought  Goldfmith  the  money,  and  he  difcharged  his  rent, 
not  without  rating  his  landlady  in  a  high  tone  for  having  ufed  him  fo  ill^" 

My  next  meeting  with  Johnfon  was  on  Friday  the  ift  of  July,  when  he 
and  I  and  Dr.  Goldfmith  fupped  together  at  the  Mitre.  I  was  before  this 
time  pretty  well  acquainted  with  Goldfmith,  who  was  one  of  the  brightcft 

^  Anecdotes  of  Johnfon,  p.  119.  '  Life  of  John(bn«  p.  420. 

*  It  may  not  be  improper  to  annex  here  Mrs.  Piozzi's  account  of  this  tranfadion,  in  her  own 
words«  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  extreme  inaccuracy  with  which  all  her  anecdotes  of  Dr.  Johnfon 
are  related,  or  rather  difcoloured  and  diftorted.  *^  I  have  forgotten  the  year,  but  it  could  fcarcely 
I  think  be  later  than  1765  or  1766,  that  he  was  called  abruptly  from  our  houfe  after  dinner^  and 
xetuming  in  about  three  hours,  Cud  he  had  been  with  an  enraged  authour,  whofe  landlady  prefled 
him  for  payment  within  doors,  while  the  bailiffs  beiet  him  without ;  that  he  was  drinking  him/elf 
drunk  with  Madeira,  to  drown  care,  and  fretting  over  a  novel,  which,  when  finified^  was  to  be 
his  'whole  fortune t  but  he  could  not  get  it  done  for  diftrailion,  nor  could  he  (Icp  out  of  doors  to" 
offer  it  for  falc.  Mr.  Johnfon,  therefore,  fet  away  the  bottle,  and  went  to  the  bookfeller,  recom- 
mending the  performance,  and  defiringfime  immediate  reliefs  which  when  he  brought  back  to  the 
ivriter,  he  called  the  woman  of  the  boufe  dire&ly  to  partake  of  punchy  end  pafs  their  time  in  merri^ 
mcnt.*'    Anecdotes  of  Johnibn,  p.  119. 
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1763.  ornaments  of  the  Johnfonian  fchool.  Goldfinith's  refpeftfiil  attachment  to 
^tat^  C4.^  Johnfon  was  then  at  its  height;  for  his  own  literary  reputation  had  not  yet 
diftinguifhed  him  fo  much  as  to  excite  a  vain  defire  of  competition  with  his  great 
mailer.  He  had  increafed  my  admiration  of  the  goodnefs  of  Johnfon's  hearty 
by  incidental  remarks  in  the  courfe  of  converfation,  fuch  as,  when  I  mentioned 
Mr.  Levet,  whom  he  entertained  under  his  roof,  *^  He  is  poor  and  honeft, 
which  is  recommendation  enough  to  Johnfon  5"  and  when  I  wondered  that  he 
was  very  kind  to  a  man  of  whom  I  had  heard  a  very  bad  charader,  "  He  is 
now  become  miferable,  and  that  infures  the  proteftion  of  Johnfon.'* 

Goldfmith  attempted  this  evening  to  maintain,  I  fuppofe  from  an  affeftation 
of  paradox,  that  knowledge  was  not  defirable  on  its  own  account,  for  it  often 
was  a  fource  of  unhappinefs.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  that  knowledge  may 
in  fome  cafes  produce  unhappinefs,  I  allow.  But,  upon  the  whole,  know- 
ledge per/e  is  certainly  an  objeft  which  every  man  would  wilh  to  att^ 
although,  perhaps,  he  may  not  take  the  trouble  neceflary  for  attainmg  it." 

Dr.  John  Campbell,  the  celebrated  political  and  biographical  writer,  being 
mentioned,  Johnfon  faid,  <'  Campbell  is  a  man  of  much  knowledge,  and  lias 
a  good  fhare  of  imagination.  His  *  Hermippus  Redivivus '  is  very  enter* 
tfaining,  as  an  account  of  the  Hermetick  philofophy,  and  as  furnifhing  a 
curious  hiftory  of  the  extravagancies  of  the  human  mind.  If  it  were  merely 
imaginary,  it  would  be  nothing  at  all.  Campbell  is  not  always  rigidly  carefiil 
.  of  truth  in  his  converfation ;  but  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  thing  of  this 
careleflhefs  in  his  books.  Campbell  is  a  good  man,  a  pious  man.  I  am 
afraid  he  has  not  been  in  the^infide  of  a  church  for  many  years';  but  he 
never  pafles  a  church  without  pulling  off  his  hat*  This  ihews  that  he  has 
good  principles.  I  ufed  to  go  pretty  often  to  Campbell's  on  a  Sunday  even- 
ing, till  I  began  to  confider  that  the  Ihoals  of  Scotchmen  who  flocked  about 

■  I  am  inclined  to  thi^  that  he  was  mifinformed  as  to  this  circumftance.  I  own  I  am  jcalouft 
for  my  worthy  friend  Dr.  John  Campbell.  For  though  Milton  could  without  remoHe  abfent  him- 
fclf  from  publick  worlhip,  I  cannot.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  the  fame  habitual  impreflions  upon 
my  mind,  with  thofe  of  a  truly  venerable  Judge,  who  faid  to  Mr.  Langton,  «'  Friend  Langton, 
if  I  have  not  been  at  church  on  Sunday,  I  do  not  feel  myfelf  eafy."  Dr.  Campbell  was  a  fmcerely 
religious  man.  Lord  Macartney,  who  is  enunent  for  his  variety  of  knowledge,  and  attention  to- 
men  of  talents,  and  knew  him  well,  told  me,  that  when  he  called  on  him  in  a  morning,  he  found 
him  reading  a  chapter  in  the  Greek  New  Teftaraent,  which  he  informed  his  Lprdfhip  was  his  con- 
ftant  practice.  The  quantity  of  Dr.  Campbell's  compofition  is  almoft  incredible,  and  his  labours 
brought  him  large  profits.  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton  told  me  that  Johnfon  laid  of  him,  ♦*  He  is  the 
richeft  authour  that  ever  grazed  the  common  of  literature  J* 
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him  might  probably  fay,  when  any  thing  of  mine  was  well  done,  'Ay,  ay,      1763. 
he  has  learnt  this  of  Cawmell  !'*  ^  ^.m^s^. 

He  talked  very  contemptuoufly  of  Churchill's  poetry,  obferving,  that  "  it 
had  a  temporary  currency,  only  from  its  audacity  of  abufe,  and  being  filled 
with  living  names,  and  that  it  would  fink  into  oblivion."  I  ventured  to 
hint  tliat  he  was  not  quite  a  fair  judge,  as  Churchill  had  attacked  him  violently. 
Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  I  am  a  very  fair  judge.  He  did  not  attack  me 
violently  till  he  found  I  did  not  like  his  poetry ;  and  his  attack  on  me  fliall 
not  prevent  me  from  continuing  to  fay  what  I  think  of  him,  from  an  appre- 
henfion  that  it  may  be  afcribed  to  refentment.  No,  Sir,  I  called  the  fellow  a 
blockhead  at  firft,  and  I  will  call  him  a  blockhead  ftill.  However,  I  will 
acknowledge  that  I  have  a  better  opinion  of  him  now,  than  I  once  had ;  for  he 
has  fliewn  more  fertility  than  I  expefted.  To  be  fure,  he  is  a  tree  that  cannot 
produce  good  fruit :  he  only  bears  crabs.  But,  Sir,  a  tree  that  produces  a 
great  many  crabs  is  better  than  a  tree  which  produces  only  a  few." 

In  this  depreciation  of  Churchill's  poetry  I  could  not  agree  with  him.  It 
is  very  true  that  the  greateft  part  of  it  is  upon  the  topicks  of  the  day,  on 
which  account,  as  it  brought  him  great  fame  and  profit  at  the  time,  it  muft 
proportionally  Aide  out  of  the  publick  attention  as  other  occafional  obje6b 
lucceed.  But  Churchill  had  extraordinary  vigour  both  of  thought  and  expref- 
lion.  His  portraits  of  the  players  will  ever  be  valuable  to  the  true  lovers  of 
the  drama ;  and  his  ftrong  caricatures  of  feveral  eminent  men  of  his  age, 
will  not  be  forgotten  by  the  curious.  Let  me  add,  that  there  are  in  his  works 
many  paflages  which  are  of  a  general  nature ;  and  his  '^  Prophecy  of  Famine" 
is  a  poem  of  no  ordinary  merit.  It  is,  indeed,  falfely  injurious  to  Scotland ; 
but  therefore  may  be  allowed  a  greater  fhare  of  invention. 

Bonnel  Thornton  had  juft  publifhed  a  burlefque  "  Ode  on  St.  Cecilia's  day, 
adapted  to  the  ancient  Britilh  mufick,  viz.  the  falt-box,  the  Jew's-harp,  the 
marrow-bones  and  cleaver,  the  hum-ftrum  or  hurdy-gurdy,  &c."  Johnfon 
praifed  its  humour,  and  feemed  much  diverted  with  it.  He  repeated  the 
following  paffage : 

*'  In  ftrains  more  exalted  the  falt-box  Ihall  join, 

*^  And  clattering  and  battering  and  clapping  combine  j 

**  With  a  rap  and  a  tap,  wliile  the  hollow  fide  founds, 

*^  Up  and  down  leaps  the  flap,  and  with  rattling  rebounds.** 

0^2  I  mentioned 
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I  mentioned  the  periodical  paper  called  The  Connoisseur.  He  faid  it 
wanted  matter.— No  doubt  it  has  not  the  deep  thinking  of  Johnfon's  writing?* 
But  furely  it  has  juft  views  of  the  furface  of  life,  and  a  very  fprightly  man- 
ner. His  opinion  of  The  World  was  not  much  higher  than  of  the  Con- 
noifleur. 

Let  me  here  apologize  for  the  imperfcft  manner  in  which  I  am  obliged  to 
exhibit  Johnfon's  converfation  at  this  period/  In  the  early  part  of  my  acquaint- 
ance widi  him,  I  was  fo  wrapt  in  admiration  of  his  extraordinary  colloquial 
talents,  and  fo  little  accuftomed  to  his  peculiar  mode  of  expreffion,  that  I 
found  it  extremely  difficult  to  recolledt  and  record  his  converfation  with  its 
genuine  vigour  and  vivacity.  In  progrefs  of  time,  when  my  mind  was,  at  it 
were,  ftrongly  impregnated  with  the  Johnfonian  aether,  I  could,  with  much 
more  facilit)"  and  exaftnefs,  carry  in  my  memory  and  commit  to  paper  the 
exuberant  variety  of  his  wifdom  and  wit. 

At  this  time  Mifs  Williams,  as  fhe  was  then  called,  though  fhe  did  not 
refide  with  him  in  the  Temple  under  his  roof,  but  had  lodgings  in  Bolt-court, 
Fleet-ftreet,  had  fo  much  of  his  attention,  that  he  every  night  drank  tea  with 
her  before  he  went  home,  however  late  it  might  be,  and  fhe  always  fat  up 
for  him.  This,  it  may  be  fairly  conjeftured,  was  not  alone  a  proof  of  his 
regard  for  her,  but  of  his  own  unwillingnefs  to  go  into  folitude  before  that 
unfeafonable  hour  at  which  he  had  habituated  himfelf  to  exped  the  oblivion 
of  repofe.  Dr.  Goldfmith,  being  a  privileged  man,  went  with  him  this  nighty 
ftrutting  away,  and  calling  to  me  with  an  air  of  fuperiority,  like  diat  of  an 
efoterick  over  an  exoterick  difciple  of  a  fage  of  antiquity,  "  I  go  to  Mife 
Williams."  I  confefs,  I  then  envied  him  this  mighty  privilege,  of  which 
he  feemed  fo  proud  j  but  it  was  not  long  before  I  obtained  the  lame  mark 
,of  diftinftion. 

On  Tuefday  the  5th  of  July,  I  again  vifited  Johnfon.  He  told  me  he  had 
looked  into,  die  poems  of  a  certain  pretty  voluminous  modern  writer,  which  had 
lately  come  out,  but  could  find  no  thinking  in  them.  Boswell.  "  Is  there  not 
imagination  in  them,  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  there  is  in  them  what  wat 
imagination,  but  it  is  no  more  imagination  in  bimy  than  found  is  found  in  the 
echo.  And  his  diftion  too  is  not  his  own.  We  have  long  ago  fcen  wM^- 
rol^eJ  innocence^  ^xA  flower-befpangled  meads. ^^ 

Talking  of  London,  he  obferved,  «  Sir,  if  you  wifh  to  have  a  juft  notion 
of  the  ma^itude  of  this  city,  you  muft  not  be  fatisfied  with  feeing  its  great 
ftreets  and  fquares,  but  muft  furvey  the  innumerable  little  lanes  and  courts- 
It  is  not  in  the  ftiewy  evolutions  of  buildings,  but  in  the  multiplicity  of  human 
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habitations  which  arc  crouded  together,  that  the  wonderful  immenfity  of 
London  confills."*— I  have  often  amufed  myfelf  with  thinking  how  different 
a  place  London  is  to  different  people.  They,  whofe  narrow  minds  are  con- 
trafted  to  the  confideration  of  fome  one  particular  purfuit,  view  it  only  through 
that  medium.  A  politician  thinks  of  it  merely  as  the  feat  of  government  in 
its  different  departments  -,  a  grazier,  as  a  vaft  market  for  catde  j  a  mercantile 
man,  as  a  place  where  a  prodigious  deal  of  bufinefs  is  done  upon  'Change ; 
a  dramatick  enthufiaft,  as  the  grand  fcene  of  theatrical  entertainments ;  a 
man  of  pleafure,  as  an  affemblage  of  taverns,  and  the  great  emporium  for 
ladies  of  eafy  virtue.  But  the  intelleftual  man  is  (truck  with  it,  as  compre- 
hending the  whole  of  human  life  in  all  its  variety,  the  contemplation  of  which 
is  inexhauflible. 

On  Wednefday,  July  6,  he  was  engaged  to  fup  with  me  at  my  lodgings  in 
Downing-ftreet,  Weftminfler.  But  on  the  preceding  night  my  landlord  having 
behaved  very  rudely  to  me  and  fome  company  who  were  with  me,  I  had 
.  refolved  not  to  remain  another  night  in  his  houfe.  I  was  exceedingly  uneafy 
at  the  aukward  appearance  I  fuppofed  I  fhould  make  to  Johnfon  and  the 
other  gentlemen  whom  I  had  invited,  not  being  able  to  receive  them  at  home,, 
and  being  obliged  to  order  fupper  at  the  Mitre.  I  went  to  Johnfon  in  the 
morning,  and  talked  of  it  as  of  a  ferious  diftrefs.  He  laughed,  and  faid, 
<*  Confider,  Sir,  how  infignificant  this  will  appear  a  twelvemonth  hence." — 
Were  this  confideration  to  be  applied  to  moft  of  the  little  vexatious  incidents 
of  life,  by  which  our  quiet  is  too  often  dilhirbed,  it  would  prevent  many 
painful  fenfations.  1  have  tried  it  frequently,  with  good  effeft.  "  There  is 
nothing  (continued  he)  in  this  mighty  misfortune  5  nay,  we  (hall  be  better  at  the 
Mitre."  I  told  him  that  I  had  been  at  Sir  John  Fielding's  office,  complaining 
of  my  landlord,  and  had  been  informed,  that  though  I  had  taken  my  lodgings 
for  a  year,  I  might,  upon  proof  of  his  bad  behaviour,  quit  them  when  I 
plea(ed,  without  being  under  an  obligation  to  pay  rent  for  any  longer  time 
than  while  I  poflefled  them.  The  fertility  of  Johnfon's  mind  could  (hew  it(elf 
even  upon  fo  linall  a  matter  as  this.  "  Why,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  fuppofe  this, 
muft  be  the  law,  fince  you  have  been  told  fo  in  Bow-(beet.  But,,  if  your 
landlord  could  hold  you  to  your  bargain,  and  the  lodgings  (hould  be  yours  for 
a  year,  you  may  certainly  ufe  them  as  you  think  fit..  So,  Sir,  you  may 
quarter  two  life-guardmen  upon  him  j  or  you  may  fend  the  greateft  fcoundrel 
you  can  find  into  your  apartments  i  or  you  may  fay  that  you  want  to  make 
fome  experiments  in  natural  philofophy,  and  may  burn  a  large  quantity  of 
aflafcedda  in  his  houfe." 

I  cannot. 
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I  cannot  allow  any  fragment  whatever  that  floats  in  my  memory  concerning 
the  great  fubjeft  of  this  work  to  be  lofl:.  Though  a  fmall  particular  may 
appear  trifling  to  fome,  it  will  be  reliflied  by  others,  while  every  little  fpark 
adds  fomething  to  the  general  blaze.  And  to  pleafe  the  true,  candid,  warm 
admirers  of  Johnfon,  and  in  any  degree  increafe  the  Iplendour  of  his  reputa- 
tion, I  bid  defiance  to  the  Ihafts  of  ridicule,  or  even  of  malignity  -,  thoufands 
of  them  have  been  difcharged  at  my  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides," 
yet  it  ftill  fails  unhurt  "  along  the  ftream  of  time,"  and  as  an  attendant  upon 
Johnfon, — "  Purfues  the  triumph,  and  partakes  the  gale." 

I  had  as  my  guefls  this  evening  at  the  Mitre  tavern.  Dr.  Johnfon,  Dr. 
Goldfmidi,  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  Mr.  Eccles,  an  Iriih  gentleman,  for  whofe 
agreeable  company  I  was  obliged  to  Mr.  Davies,  and  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Ogilvie,  a  Scotch  clergyman,  authour  of  feveral  poems,  who  was  very  defirous 
of  being  in  company  with  my  illuflrious  friend,  while  I,  in  my  turn,  was 
proud  to  have  the  honour  of  fhewing  one  of  my  countrymen  upon  what  eafy 
terms  Johnfon  permitted  me  to  live  with  him. 

Goldfmith,  as  ufital,  endeavoured,  with  too  much  eagernefs,  to  fhine,  and 
dilputcd  very  warmly  with  Johnfon  againfl:  the  well-known  maxim  of  the 
Britifti  conflitution,  "  the  King  can  do  no  wrong ;"  affirming,  that  ^'  what 
was  morally  falfe  could  not  be  politically  true ;  and  as  the  King  might,  in  the 
cxercife  of  his  regal  power,  command  and  cauie  the  doing  of  what  was  wrong, 
it  certainly  might  be  faid,  in  fenfe  and  in  reafon,  that  he  could  do  wrong." 
Johnson.  **  Sir,  you  are  to  confider,  that  in  our  conftitution,  according  to 
its  true  principles,  the  King  is  the  head ;  he  is  fupreme ;  he  is  above  every 
thing,  and  there  is  no  power  by  which  he  can  be  tried.  Therefore  it  is.  Sir,  that 
we  hold  the  King  can  do  no  wrong,  that  whatever,  may  happen  to  be  wrong  in 
government  may  not  be  above  our  reach,  by  being  afcribed  to  Majefty. 
Redrefs  is  always  to  be  had  againfl  opprefllon,  by  punifliing  the  immediate 
agents.  The  King,  though  he  fhould  command,  cannot  force  a  Judge  to 
condemn  a  man  unjuftly ;  therefore  it  is  the  Judge  whom  we  profecute  and 
punilh.  Political  inftitutions  are  formed  upon  the  confideration  of  what  will 
moft  frequently  tend  to  the'  good  of  the  whole,  although  now  and  then 
exceptions  may  occur.  Thus  it  is  better  in  general  that  a  nation  Ihould  have 
a  fupreme  legiflative  power,  although  it  may  at  times  be  abufed.  And  then, 
Sir,  there  is  this  confideration,  that  if  the  ahuje  he  enormous ^  Nature  will  rife  up^ 
and  claiming  her  original  rightSy  overturn  a  corrupt  political fyftem.''  I  mark  this 
animated  fentence  with  peculiar  pleafure,  as  a  noble  inftance  of  that  truly 
<iignified  Ipirit  of  freedom  which  ever  glowed  in  his  helit,  though  he  was 
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charged  with  flavifh  tenets  by  fuperficial  obfervers,  becaufe  he  was  at  all 
times  indignant  againft  that  falfe  patriotifm,  that  pretended  love  of  freedom, 
that  unruly  reftleflhefs,  which  is  inconfiftent  with  the  ftable  authority  of  any 
good  government. 

This  generous  fentiment,  which  he  uttered  with  great  fervour,  ftruck  me 
exceedingly,  and  ftirred  my  blood  to  that  pitch  of  fancied  refiftance,  the  pofli- 
bility  of  which  I  am  glad  to  keep  in  mind,  but  to  which  I  truft  I  never  Ihall 
be  forced. 

"  Great  abilities  (faid  he)  are  not  requifite  for  an  Hiftorian ;  for  in  hiftorical 
compofition,  all  the  greateft  powers  of  the  human  mind  are  quiefcent.  He 
has  fafts  ready  to  his  hand  5  fo  there  is  no  exercife  of  invention.  Imagination 
is  not  required  in  any  high  degree ;  only  about  as  much  as  is  ufed  in  the  lower 
kinds  of  poetry.  Some  penetration,  accuracy,  and  colouring  will  fit  a  man 
for  the  tafk,  if  he  can  give  the  application  which  is  neceflary." 

"  Bayle's  Diftionary  is  a  very  ufeflil  work  for  thofe  to  confult  who  love  the 
biographical  part  of  literature,  which  is  what  I  love  moft." 

Talking  of  the  eminent  writers  in  Queen  Anne's  reign,  he  obferved,  "  I 
think  Dr.  Arbuthnot  the  firft  man  among  them.  He  was  the  moft  univerfal 
genius,  being  an  excellent  phyfician,  a  man  of  deep  learning,  and  a  man  of 
much  humour.  Mr.  Addifon  was,  to  be  fure,  a  great  man  3  his  learning  was 
not  profound ;  but  his  morality,  his  humour>  and  his  elegance  of  writing,  fet 
him  very  high/' 

Mr.  Ogilvie  was  unlucky  enough -to  choofe  for  the  topick  of  his  converfa- 
tion  the  praifes  of  his  native  country.  He  began  with  faying,  that  there  was 
very  rich  land  round  Edinburgh.  Goldfmith,  who  had  ftudied  phyfick  there,, 
contradidled  this,  very  untruly,  with  a  fneering  laugh.  Difconcerted  a  little  by 
this,  Mr.  Ogilvie  then  took  new  ground,  where,  I  fuppofe,  he  thought  him- 
felf  perfeftly  fafe ;  for  he  obferved,  that  Scodand  had  a  great  many  noble 
wild  profpedls.  Johnson.  "I  believe.  Sir,  you  have  a  great  many.  Norway,, 
too,  has  noble  wild  profpedlsj  and  Lapland  is  remarkable  for  prodigious 
noble  wild  profpefts.  But,  Sir,  let  me  tell  you,  the  nobleft  profped  which  a 
Scotchman  ever  fees,  is  the  high  road  that  leads  him  to  England!*'  This 
unexpefted  and  pointed  fally  produced  a  roar  of  applaufe.  After  all,  how- 
ever, thofe,  who  admire  the  rude  grandeur  of  Nature,  cannot  deny  it  tO' 
Caledonia. 

On  Saturday,  July  9,  I  found  Johnfon  furrounded  with  a  numerous  levee,, 
but  have  not  preferved  any  part  of  his  converfation.  On  the  14th  we  had 
another  evening  by  ourfelves  at  the  Mitre,     It  happening  to  be  a  very  rainy 
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17^3-      night,  I  made  fome  common-place  obfervations  on  the  relaxation  of  nerves 
MtsLiTrL.  and  depreflion  of  fpirits  which  fuch  weather  occafioned  J  adding,  however,,  that 
it  was  good  for  the  vegetable  creation.     Johnfon,  who,  as  we  have  already 
feen,  denied  that  the  temperature  of  the  air  had  any  influence  on  the  human  j 

frame,  anfwered,  with  a  fmile  of  ridicule,   "  Why  yes.  Sir,  it  is  good  for  | 

vegetables,  and  for  the  animals  who  eat  thofe  vegetables,  and  for  the  animals 
-who  eat  thofe  animals."  This  obfervation  of  his  aptly  enough  introduced  a 
good  fupper  j  and  I  foon  forgot,  in  Johnfon's  company,  the  influence  of  a 
mioift  atmofphere. 

Feelmg  myfelf  now  quite  at  eafe  as  his  companion,  though  I  had  all  pofli- 
ble  reverence  for  him,  I  expreflfed  a  regret  that  I  could  not  be  fo  eafy  with  my 
father,  though  he  was  not  much  older  than  him,  and  certainly  had  not  more 
learning  and  greater  abilities  to  deprefs  me.  I  afked  him  the  reafon  of  this. 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  am  a  man  of  the  world.  I  live  in  the  world,  and 
I  take,  in  fome  degree,  the  colour  of  the  world  as  it  moves  along.  Your 
father  is  a  Judge  in  a  remote  part  of  the  ifland,  and  all  his  notions  are  taken 
from  the  old  world.  Befides,  Sir,  there  muft  always  be  a  ftruggle  between 
a  father  and  fon,  while  one  aims  at  power'  and  the  other  at  independence." 
I  faid,  I  was  afraid  my  father  would  force  me  to  be  a  lawyer.  Johnson. 
*'  Sir,  you  need  not  be  afraid  of  his  forcing  you  to  be  a  laborious  pradtifing 
lawyer ;  that  is  not  in  his  power.  For  as  the  proverb  fays,  *  One  man  may 
lead  a  horfe  to  the  water,  but  twenty  cannot  make  him  drink.'  He  may  be 
difpleafed  that  you  are  not  what  he  wiflies  you  to  be  ;  but  that  difpleafure  will 
not  go  far.  If  he  infifb  only  on  your  having  as  much  law  as  is  necefTary  for 
a  man  of  property,  and  then  endeavours  to  get  you  into  Parliament,  he  is 
^uite  in  the  right." 

He  enlarged  very  convincingly  upon  the  excellence  of  rhyme  over  blank 
verfe  in  Englifli  poetry.  I  mentioned  to  him  that  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  in  his 
leftures  upon  compofition,  when  I  ftudied  under  him  in  the  College  of 
Glafgow,  had  maintained  the  fame  opinion  ftrenuoufly,  and  I  repeated  fome  of 
his  arguments.  Johnson.  *'  Sir,  I  was  once  in  company  with  Smith,  and  we 
did  not  take  to  each  other ;  but  had  I  known  that  he  loved  rhyme  as  much 
as  you  tell  me  he  does,  I  fliould  have  hugged  him." 

Talking  of  thofe  who  denied,  the  truth  of  Chrifl:iani(y,  he  faid,  "It  is 
always  eafy  to  be  on  the  negative  fide.  If  a  man  were  now  to  deny  that  there  is 
fait  upon  the  table,  you  could  not  reduce  him  to  an  abfurdity.  Come,  let  us 
try  this  a  little  further.  I  deny  that  Canada  is  taken,  and  I  can  fupport  my 
4enial  by  pretty  good  arguments.     The  French  are  a  much  more  numerous 
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people  than  we  j  and  it  is  not  likely  that  they  would  allow  us  to  take  it.  '  But 
the  miniftry  have  affured  us,  in  all  the  formality  of  the  Gazette,  that  it  is 
taken.' — ^Very  true.  But  the  miniftry  have  put  us  to  an  enormous  expence 
by  the  war  in  America,  and  it  is  their  intereft  to  perfuade  us  that  we  have  got 
Ibmething  for  our  money. — *  But  the  fadt  is  confirmed  by  thoufands  of  men 
who  were  at  the  taking  of  it.* — ^Ay,  but  thefe  men  have  ftill  more  intereft  in 
deceiving  us.  They  don't  want  you  fhould  think  the  French  have  beat  them, 
but  that  they  have  beat  the  French.  Now  fuppofe  you  ftiould  ^o  over  and 
find  that  it  is  really  taken,  that  would  only  fatisfy  yourfelf ;  for  when  you  come 
home  we  will  not  believe  you.  We  will  fay  you  have  been  bribed.— Yet, 
Sir,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  pkufible  objeftions,  we  have  no  doubt  that 
Canada  is  really  ours.  Such .  is  the  weight  of  common  teftimony.  How 
much  ftronger  are  the  evidences  of  the  Chriftian  religion  ?" 

^  Idlenefs  is  a  difeafe  which  muft  be  combated  5  but  I  would  not  advife  a 
rigid  adherence  to  a  particular  plan  of  ftudy.  I  myfelf  have  never  perfifted 
in  any  plan  for  two  days  together.  A  man  ought  to  read  juft  as  inclinadon 
leads  him ;  for  what  he  reads  as  a  talk  will  do  him  little  good.  A  young 
man  fhould  read  five  hours  in  a  day,  and  fo  may  acquire  a  great  deal  of 
knowledge." 

To  a  man  of  vigourous  intelleft  and  ardent  curiofity  like  his  own,  read- 
ing without  a  regular  plan  may  be  beneficial ;  though  even  fuch  a  man  muft 
lubmit  to  it,  if  he  would  attain  a  fiill  underftanding  of  any  of  the  fciences.  . 

To  fuch  a  degree  of  unreftrained  franknefs  had  he  now  accuftomed  me> 
^hat  in  the  courfe  of  this  evening  I  talked  of  the  numerous  reflcftions  which 
had  been  thrown  out  againft  him  on  account  of  his  having  accepted  a  penfion 
from  his  prefent  Majefty.  "  Why,  Sir,  (faid  he,  with  a  hearty  laugh,)  it  is 
a  mighty  foolifh  noife  that  they  make  *.  I  have  accepted  of  a  penfion  as  a 
reward  which  has  been  thought  due  to  my  literary  merit ;  and  now  that  1  have 
this  penfion,  I  am  the  fame  man  in  every  relpedt  that  I  have  ever  been ;  / 
retain  the  fame  principles.  It  is  true,  that  I  cannot  now  curfe  (fmiling)  the 
houfe  of  Hanover  j  nor  would  it  be  decent  for  me  to  drink  King  James's 
health  in  the  wine  that  King  George  gives  me  money  to  pay  for.  But,  Sir, 
I  think  that  the  pleafure  of  curfing  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  and  drinking  King 
James's  health,  are  amply  overbalanced  by  'three  hundred  pounds  a  year." 

^-  When  I  mentioned  -the  fame  idle  clamour  to  him  feveral  years  afterwards,  he  faid,  witl"  • 
fmilc,  *•  I  wi(h  my  penfion  were  twice  as  largp,  that  they  might  make  twice  as  much  noife," 
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There  was  here,  moft  certainly,  an  affe6tation  of  more  Jacobitifm  than  her 
really  had,  and  indeed  an  intention  of  admitting,  for  the  moment,  in  a  much 
greater  extent  than  it  really  exiftcd,  the  charge  of  difafFeftion  imputed  to  him 
by  the  world,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  ihewing  how  dexteroufly  he  could 
repel  an  attack,  even  though  he  were  placed  in  the  moft  difadvantageous 
pofition ;  for  I  have  heard  him  declare,  that  if  holding  up  his  right  hand 
would  have  fecured  victory  at  Culloden  to  Prince  Charles's  army,  he  was  not 
fure  he  would  have  held  it  .up ;  fo  little  confidence  had  he  in  the  right  claimed 
by  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  and  fo  fearful  was  he  of  the  confequences  of  another 
revolution  on  the  throne  of  Great-Britain  i  and  Mr.  Topham  Beauclerk  allured 
me,  he  had  heard  him  fay  this  before  he  had  his  penfion.  At  another  time  he 
fkid  to  Mr.  Langton,  ^*  Nothing  has  ever  offered  that  has  made  it  worth  my 
while  to  confider  the  queftion  fully."  He,  however,  alfo  faid  to  the  fame 
gendeman,  talking  of  King  James  the  Second,  **  It  was  become  impoffible' 
for  him  to  reign  any  longer  in  this  country."  He  no  doubt  had  an  early  attach- 
ment to  the  houfe  of  Stuart  j  but  his  zeal  had  cooled  as  his  reafon  ftrengthened,. 
Indeed  I  heard  him  once  fay,  that  "  after  the  death  of  a  violent  Whig,  with 
whom  he  ufed  to  contend  with  great  eagernefs,  he  felt  his  Toryifm  much 
abated  K"     1  fuppofe  he  meant  Mr*  Walmfley. 

He  advifed  me,  when  abroad,  to  be  as  much  as  I  could  with  the  Profeflbrs 
in  the  Univerfides,^  and  with  the  Clergy ;  for  from  their  converfation  I  might 
expeft  the  beft  accounts  of  every  thing  in  whatever  country  I  fhould  be,  with, 
the  additional  advantage  of  keeping  my  learning  alive. 

It  will  be  obferved,  that  when  giving  me  advice  as  to  my  travels,  Dn. 
Johnfon  did  not  dwell  upon  cities,  and  palaces,  and  pi6hires,  and  {hews,  and. 
Arcadian»fcenes.  He  was  of  Lord  Effex's  opinion,  who  advifes  his  kinfinan 
Roger  Earl  of  Rutland,  "  rather  to  go  an  hundred  miles  to  Ipeak  with  one 
wife  man,  than  five  miles  to  fee  a  fair  town  *." 

I  defcribed  to  him  an  impudent  fellow  from  Scodand,  who  affefted  to  be 
a  favage,  and  railed  at  ill  eftablifhed  fyftems.     Johnson.  "  There  is  nothing, 
furprizing  in  this.  Sir.     He  wants  to  make  himfelf  confpicuous.     He  would 
tumble  in  a  hog-ftye,  as  long  as  you  looked  at  him  and  called  to  him  to 
come  out.    But  let  him  alone,  never  mind  him,  and  he'll  foon  give  it  over.'* 

I  added,  that  the  fame  perfon  maintained  that  tKere  was  no  diftinftion  between 
virtue  and.vice^.   Johi^son.  "  Why,  Sir,  if  the  fellow  docs  not  think  as  he 

*  Joumal  of  a  Tour  to  tbc  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  402. 

♦  Letter  to  Ratland  on  Travel,  1596. 
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^aks,  he  is  lying;  and  I  fee  not  what  honour  he  can  propofe  to  himfelf     n^s- 
from  having  the  charaftcr  of  a  Ijrar.     But  if  he  does  really  think  that  there  is  ^IITT+J 
no  diftin6tion  between  virtue  and  vice,  why,  Sir,  when  he  leaves  our  houfes, 
let  us  count  our  fpoons." 

Sir  David  Dalrymple>  now  one  of  the  Judges  of  Scotland  by  the  title  of 
Lord  Hailes,  had  contributed  much  to  increafe  my  high  opinion  of  Johnfon, 
on  account  of  his  writings,  long  before  I  attained  to  a  perfonal  acquaintance 
with  him  j  h  in  return,  had  informed  Johnfpn  of  Sir  David's  eminent  cha- 
ra^er  for  learnbg  and  religion;  and  Johnfon  was  fo  much  pleafed,  that 
at  one  of  our  evening  meetings  he  gave  him  for  his  toaft.  1  at  this  time  kept 
up  a  very  frequent  correlpondence  with  Sir  David  j  and  I  read  to  Dr.  Johnfon 
to-night  the  following  pafiage  from  the  letter  which  I  had  laft  received  from 
him : 

**  It  gives  me  j^eafure  to  think  that  you  have  obtained  the  friendfhip  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Johnfon.  He  is  one  of  the  beft  moral  writers  which  England  has 
produced.  At  the  fame  time,  I  envy  you  the  free  and  undifguifed  converfe 
with  fuch  a  man.  May  I  beg  you  to  prefent  my  beft  relpedb  to  him,  and  to 
aiTure  him  of  the  veneration  which  I  entertain  for  the  authour  of  the  Rambler 
and  of  Raffelas  ?  I^t  me  recommend  this  laft  work  to  you ;  with  the 
Rambler  you  certainly  are  acquainted.  In  Rafielas  you  will  fee  a  tender^ 
hearted  operator,  who  probes  the  wound  only  to  heal  it.  Swift,  on  the  con- 
trary, mangles  human  nature.  He  cuts  and  flafhes,  j^s  if  he  took  pleafurc 
in  the  operation,  like  the  tyrant  who  faid,  Itaferi  utjejcntiat  emari.''  Johnfon 
feemed  to  be  much  gratified  by  this  juft  and  well-turned  compliment. 

He  recommended  to  me  to  keep  a  journal  of  my  life,  full  and  unreferved* 
He  laid  it  would  be  a  very  good  exercife,  and  i^ould  yield  me  great  fatisfac- 
tion  when  the  particulars  were  &ded  from  my  remembrance.  I  was  uncom- 
monly fortunate  in  havmg  had  a  previous  coincidence  of  opinion  with  him 
upon  this  fubjedt,  for  I  had  kept  fuch  a  journal  for  fome  time ;  and  it  was 
no  fmall  plcafure  to  me  to  have  this  to  tell  him,  and  to  receive  his  approba- 
tion. He  counfelled  me  to  keep  it  private,  and  faid  I  might  furely  have  a 
friend  who  would  burn  it  in  cafe  of  my  death.  From  this  habit  I  haye  been 
enabled  to  give  the  world  fo  many  anecdotes,  which  would  otherwife  have 
been  loft  to  pofterity.  J  mentioned  that  I  was  afraid  I  put  into  my  journal 
too  many  litde  incidents.  Johnson.  *^  There  is  nothing.  Sir/  too  little  for 
fo  litde  a  creature  as  man.  It  is  by  ftudying  litde  things  that  we  attain  the 
great  art  of  having  as  little  mifery  and  as  much  happincfi  as  poffible." 

H  h  a  Next 
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Next  morning  Mr.  Dempftcr  happened  to  call  on  me,  and  was  fo  mucft 
ftruck  even  with  the  imperfeft  account  whicji  I  gave  him  of  Dr.  Johnfon*s 
converfation,  that  to  his  honour  be  it  recorded,  when  I  complained  that  drink- 
ing port  and  fitting  up  late  with  him,  affefted  my  nerves  for  fome  time  after,- 
he  faid,  *^  One  had  better  be  palfied  at  eighteen,  than  not  keep  company  with 
fuch  a  man." 

On  Tuefday,  July  1 8,  I  found  tall  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  fitting  with 
Johnfon.  Sir  Thomas  faid,  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  valued  himfclf  upon 
three  things  ;-^upon  being  a  hero,  a  mufician,  and  an  authour.  Johnson^ 
"  Pretty  well.  Sir,  for  one  man.  As  to  his  being  an  authour,  I  have  not 
looked  at  his  poetry ;  but  his  profe  is  poor  ftuff.  He  writes  juft  as  you 
might  fuppofe  Voltaire's  footboy  to  do,  who  has  been  his  amanuenfis.  He  has 
fuch  parts  as  the  valet  might  have,  and  about  as  much  of  the  colouring  of 
the  ftyle  as  might  be  got  by  tranfcribing  his  works."  When  I-  was  at  Ferney, 
I  repeated  this  to  Voltaire,  in  order  to  reconcile  him  fomewhat  to  Johnfonj 
whom  he,  in  afFefting  the  Englifti  mode  of  expreflion,  had  previoufly  charac- 
terifed  as  "  a  fuperftitious  dog  j"  but  after  hearing  fuch  a  criticifm  on  Frederick 
the  Great,  with  whom  he  was  then  on  bad  terms,  he  exckimed,  "  An  honefli 
fellow !" 

But  I  think  the  criticifin  much  too  fevere ;  for  the  "  Memoirs  of  the  Houfe 
of  Brandenburgh"  are  written  as  well  as  many  works  of  that  kind.  His  poetry, 
for  the  ftyle  of  which  he  himfelf  makes  a  frank  apology,  ^*  Jargonnant  un 
Francois  harbart^^  though  fraught  with  pernicious  ravings  of  infkielity,  has^ 
in  many  places,  great  animation,  and  in  fome  a  pathetick  tendernefs. 

Upon  this  contemptuous  animadverfion  on  the  King  of  Pruffia,  I  obferved 
to  Johnfon,  "  It  would  feem  then^  Sir,  that  much  lefs  parts  are  neceflary  to 
make  a  King,  than  to  make  an  Authour;  for  the  King  of  Pruffia  is  confeflcdly 
the  greateft  King  now  in  Europe,  yet  you  think  he  makes  a  very  poor  figiye 
as  an  Authour." 

Mr.  Levet  this  day  fhewed  me  Dr.  Johnfon's  library,  which  was  contained 
in  two  garrets  over  his  Chambers,  where  Lintot,  fon  of  the  celebrated  book- 
feller  of  that  name,  had  formerly  his  printing-houfe.  I  found  a  number  of 
good  books,  but  very  dufty  and  in  great  confufion.  The  floor  was  ftrewed 
with  manufcript  leaves,  in  Johnfon's  own  hand-writing,  which  I  beheld  with  a 
degree  of  veneration,  fuppofing  they  perhaps  might  contain  portions  of  the 
Rambler,  or  of  Raflelas.  I  obferved  an  apparatus  for  chymical  experiments, 
of  which  Johnfon  was  all  his  life  very  fond.  The  place  feemed  to  be  very 
favourable  for  retirement  and  meditaiion,    Johnfon  told  me,  that  he  went  up 

thither 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LIFE    OP     DR.    JOHNSON.  237 

thither  without  mentioning  it  to  his  fervant,  when  he  wanted  to  ftudy^  fecurc  »7^5- 
from  interruption ;  for  he  would  not  allow  his  fervant  to  fay  he  was  not  at  ^gJliJfTz 
home  when  he  really  was.  "  A  fervant*s  ftrift  regard  for  truth,  (faid  he) 
muft  be  weakened  by  fuch  a  praftice.  A  philofopher  may  know  that  it  is  merely 
a  form  of  denial;  but  few  fervants  are  fuch  nice  diftinguifhers.  If  I  accuftom 
a  fervant  to  tell  a  lye  for  mey  have  I  not  reafon  to  apprehend  that  he  will  tell 
many  lies  for  himfelfV^  I  am,  however,  fatisfied  that  every  fervant,  of  any 
degree  of  intelligence,  underftands  faying  his  mailer  is  not  at  home,  not  at 
all  as  the  affirmation  of  a  faft,  but  as  cuftomary  words,  intimating  that  his 
mafter  wilhes  not  to  be  feen  \  fo  that  there  can  be  no  bad  efFeft  from  it. 

Mn  Temple,  now  vicar  of  St.  Gluvias,  Cornwall,  who  had  been  my  inti- 
mate  friend  for  many  years,  had  at  this  time  chambers  in  Farrar's-buildings, 
at  the  bottom  of  Inner  Temple-lane,  which  he  kindly  lent  me  upon  my 
quitting  my  lodgings,  he  being  to  return  to  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge.  I 
found  them  particularly  convenient  for  me,  as  they  were  fo  near  Dr*. 
Johnfon's. 

On  Wednefday,  July  20,  Dr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Dempfter,  and  my  uncle  Dr. 
Bofwell,  who  happened  to  be  now  in  London,  fupped  with  me  at  thefe 
Chambers.  Johnson.  "  Pity  is  not  natural  to  man.  Children  are  always 
cruel.  Savages  arc  always  cruel.  Pity  is  acquired  and  improved  by  the  cul- 
tivation of  reafon.  We  may  have  uneafy  fenfations  from  feeing  a  creature  in 
diftrefs,  without  pity ;  for  we  hav?  not  pity  unlefs  we  wilh  to  relieve  them. 
When  I  am  on  my  way  to  dine  with  a  friend,  and  finding  it  late>  have  bid  the 
coachman  make  hafte,  if  I  happen  to  attend  when  he  whips  his  horfcs,  I  may 
feel  unpleafandy  that  the  animals  are  put  to  pain,  but  I  do  not  wifh  him  to 
defift.     No,  Sir,  I  wifh  him  to  drive  on." 

Mr.  Alexander  Donaldfon,  bookfeller  of  Edinburgh,  had  for  feme  time 
opened  a  fhop  in  London,  and  fold  his  cheap  editions  of  the  moft  popular 
Englifli  books,  in  defiance  of  the  fuppofed  common-law  right  of  Literary 
Property.  Johnfon,  though  he  concurred  in  the  opinion  which  was  afterwards 
fanftioned  by  a  decree  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that  there  was  no  fuch  right, 
was  at  this  time  very  angry  that  the  bookfcUers  of  London,  for  whom  he 
uniformly  profeflcd  much  regard,  Ihould  fufltr  from  an  invafion  of  what  they 
had  ever  confidered  to  be  fecure,  and  he  was  loud  and  violent  againft  Mr. 
Donaldfon.  "  He  is  a  fellow  who  takes  advantage  of  the  law  to  injure  his 
brethren ;  for,  notwithftanding  that  the  ftatute  fecures  only  fourteen  years  of 
cxclufive  right,  it  has  always  been  underftood  by  the  trade,  that  he,  who  buys 
the  copy-right  of  a  book  from  the  authour,  obtains  a  perpetual  property  j.  and 
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upon  that  belief,  numberlefs  bargains  are  made  to  transfer  that  property  after 
the  expiration  of  the  ftatutory  term.  Now  Donaklfon,  I  fay,  takes  advantage 
here,  of  people  who  have  really  an  equitable  title  from  ufagc ;  and  if  we  con- 
fider  how  few  of  the  books,  of  which  they  bjuy  the  property,  fucceed  fo  well  as 
to  bring  profit,,  we  "fhould  be  of  opinion  that  the  term  of  fourteen  years  is 
too  Ihort ;  it  fhould  be  fixty  years."  Dempster.  **  Donaldfon,  Sir,  is  anxious 
for  the  encouragement  of  literature.  He  reduces  the  price  of  books,  fo  that 
poor  ftudents  may  buy  them.**  Johnson,  (laug^ng.)  *'  Well,  Sir,  allowing 
that  to  be  his  motive,  he  is  no  better  than  Robin  Hood,  who  robbed  the  rich 
in  order  to  give  to  the  poor." 

It  is  remarkable,  that  when  the  great  queftion  concerning  Literary  Prc^rty 
came  to  be  ultimately  tried  before  the  jTupreme  tribunal  of  this  country,  in 
confequencc  of  the  very  Ipirited  exertions  of  Mr.  Donaldfon,  Dr.  Johnfon 
was  zealous  againft  a  perpetuity ;  but  he  thought  that  the  term  of  the  exclu- 
five  right  of  authours  fhould  be  confiderably  enlarged.  He  was  then  for  grant- 
ing a  hundred  years.    « 

The  converfation  now  turned  upon  Mr.  David  Hume's  ftyle.  Johnson. 
^^  Why,  Sir,  his  ftyle  is  not  Englifh^  the  ftrufture  of  his  fentences  is  French. 
Now  the  French  ftrufture  and  the  Englifti  ftrufture  may,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  be  equally  good.  But  if  you  allow  that  the  Englifti  language  is 
aeftablifhed,  he  is  wrong.  My  name  might  originally  have  been  Nicholfon, 
^  well  as  Johnfon  j  but  were  you  to  call  me  Nicholfon  now,  you  would  call 
me  yery  abfurdly." 

Roulfeau's  freatife  on  the  inequality  of  mankind  was  at  this  time  a  faftiion- 
.able  topick.  It  gave  rife  to  an  obfervation  by  Mr.  Dempfter,  that  the 
advantages  of  fortune  and  rank  were  nothing  to  a  wife  man,  who  ought  to 
yalue  only  merit  Johnson.  "  If  man  were  a  favage,  living  in  the  woods 
by  himfelf,  this  might  be  true ;  but  in  civilifed  fociety  we  all.  depend  upon 
4Pach  other,  and  our  happinefs  is  very  much  owing  to  the  good  opinion  of 
xnankind.  Now,  Sir,  in  civilifed  fociety,  external  advantages  make  us  more 
refpeftcd.  A  man  with  a  good  coat  upon  his  back  meets  with  a  better  recep- 
jcion  than  )xt  who  has  a  bad  one.  Sir,  you  may  analyfe  this,  and  fay  what 
is  there  in  it  ?  But  that  will  avail  you  nothing,  for  it  is  a  part  of  a  general 
fyftenv  Pound  St.  Paul's  church  into  atoms,  and  confider  any  fingle  atom ; 
it  is,  to  be  furp,  good  for  nothing :  but,  put  all  thefe  atoms  together,  and 
you  have  St.  Paul's  church.  So  it  is  with  human  felicity,  which  is  made  up 
of  many  ingredients,  each  of  which  may  be  fliewn  to  be  very  infignificant. 
Jn  civilifed  fociety,  perfonil  merit  will  not  fcrve  you  fo  much  as  money  will, 
4  Sir, 
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Sir,  you  may  moke  the  experiment.    Go  into  the  ftreet,  and  give  one  man  a      17^53. 
lefture  on  morality,  and  another  a  fhilling,   and  fee  which  will  refpe6l  you  ^^tatVc^l 
moft.     If  you  wifli  only  to  fupport  nature.  Sir  William  Petty  fixes  youl- 
allowance  at  three  pounds  a  year ;  but  as  times  are  much  altered,  let  us  call 
it  fix  pounds.     This  fum  will  fill  your  belly,  Ihelter  you  from  the  weather, 
and  even  get  you  a  ftrong  lafting  coat,  fuppofing  it  to  be  made  of  good  bull*s 
hide.     Now>  Sir,  all  beyond  this  is  artificial,  and  is  defired  in  order  to  obtain 
a  greater  degree  of  relped  from  our  fellow-creatures.     And,  Sir,  if  fix  hun- 
dred pounds  a  year  procure  a  man  more  confequence,  and,  of  courfe,  more 
happinefs  than  fuc  pounds  a  year,  the  fame  proportion  will  hold  as  to  fix  thou- 
fiind,  and  fb  on  as  far  as  opulence  can  be  carried.     Perhaps  he  who  has  a 
large  fortune  may  not  be  fo  happy  as  he  who  has  a  fhiall  one ;  but  that  mv& 
proceed  from  other  caufes  than  from  his  having  the  large  fortune :  for,  ceteris 
paribusy.  he  who  is  rich  in  a  civilized  fociety,  mufl  be  happier  than  he  who  is 
poor;  as  riches,  if  properly  ufed,  (and  it  is  a  man's  own  fault  if  they  arc 
not,)  mufl  be  produftive  of  the  higheft  advantages.     Money,  to  be  fure,  of 
itfelf  is  of  no  ufe ;  for  its  only  ufe  is  to  part  with  it.     Roufleau,  and  all 
thofe  who  deal  in  paradoxes,  are  led  away  by  a  childifh  defire  of  novelty. 
When  I  was  a  boy,   I  ufed  always  to  choofe  the  wrong  fide  o(  a  debate,, 
becaufe  mofl  ingenious  things,  that  is  to  fay,  mofl  new  things,  could  be  laid 
upon  it..    Sir,  there  is  nothing  for  which  you  may  not  muflier  up  more  plau- 
fible  arguments,  than  thofe  which  are  urged  againfl  wealth  and  other  external 
advantages.     Why  now,  there  is  flealing  >  why  fhould  it  be  thought  a  trime  ? 
When  we  confider  by  what  unjufl  methods  property  has  been  often  acquired, . 
and  that  what  was  unjufUy  got  it  mufl  be  unjufl  to  keep,  where  is  the  harm 
in  one  man's  taking  the  property  of  another  from  him  ?      Befides,   Sir, . 
when  we  confider  the  bad  ufe  that  many  people  make  of  their  property,  and 
how  much  better  ufe  the  thief  may  make  of  it,  it  may  be  defended  as  a  very 
allowable  pradlice.     Yet,    Sir,   the  experience  of  mankind  has  difcovered 
ftcaling  to  be  fo  very  bad  a  thing,  that  they  make  no  fcrupfe  to  hang  a  man 
for  it.     When  I  was  running  about  this  town  a  very  poor  fellow,  I  was  a 
great  argucr  for  the  advantages  of  poverty ;  but  1  was,  at  the  fame  time,  very 
forry  to  be  poor.      Sir,  all  the  arguments  which  are  brought  to  reprefent 
poverty  as  no  evil,  fhew  it  to  be  evidently  a  great  evil.     You  never  find 
people  labouring^o  convince  you  that  you  may  live  very  happily  upon  a  plen- 
tiful fortune.-j-So  you  hear  people  talking  how  miferable  a  king  mufl  bei 
and  yet  they  all  wifh  to  be  in  his  place.*' 

It  was  fuggefled  that  kings  mufl  be  unhappy,   becaufe  they  are  deprived 
q£  the  greatefl  of  all  fatisfadions, .  cafy  and  unrefcrvcd  fociety.     Johnson.. 

«  That 
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*^  That  is  an  ill-founded  notdon.  Being  a  king  does  not  exclude  a  man  from 
fiich  fociety.  Great  kings  have  always  been  focial.  The  King  of  Pruflia, 
the  only  great  king  at  prefent,  is  very  fociaL  Charles  the  Second,  the  laft 
King  of  England  who  was  a  man  of  parts,  was  focial  j  and  our  Henrys  and 
Edwards  were  all  focial. '* 

Mr.  Dempftcr  having  endeavoured  to  maintain  that  intrinfick  merit  ought  to 
make  the  only  di(Hn6tioh  amongft  mankind.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  man- 
kind have  found  that  this  cannot  be.  How  fhaU  we  determine  the  proportion 
of  intrinfick  merit  ?  Were  that  to  be  the  only  diftinftion  amongft  mankind, 
we  fhould  foon  quarrel  about  the  degrees  of  it.  Were  all  dittinftions  aboliflied, 
the  ftrongeft  would  not  long  acquiefce,  but  would  endeavour  to  bbtam  a 
fuperiority  by  their  bodily  ftrength.  But,  Sir,  as  fubordination  is  very  necef- 
fary  for  fociety,  and  contentions  for  fuperiority  very  dangerous,  mankind, 
that  is  to  fay  all  civilifed  nations,  have  fettled  it  upon  a  plain  invariable  prin- 
x:iple.  A  man  is  born  to  hereditary  rank ;  or  his  being  appointed  to  certain 
.offices,  gives  him  a  certain  rank.  Subordination  tends  greatly  to  human  hap- 
pinefs.  Were  we  all  upon  an  equality,  we  fhould  have  no  other  enjoyment 
iJian  mere  animal  pleafure." 

I  faid,  I  confidered  diftinftion  of  rank  to  be  of  fo  much  importance  in 
civilifed  fociety,  that  if  I  were  afked  on  the  fame  day  to  dine  with  the  firft 
duke  in  England,  and  with  the  firft  man  in  Britain  for  genius,  I  fhould  hefi- 
tate  which  to  prefer.  Johnson.  "  To  be  fure,  Sir,  if  you  were  to  dine  only 
once,  and  it  were  never  to  be  known  where  you  dined,  you  would  choofc 
rather  to  dine  with  the  firft  man  for  genius ;  but  to  gain  moft  relpeft,  you 
fhould  dine  with  the  firft  duke  in  England.  For  nine  people  in  ten  that  you 
meet  with,  would  have  a  higher  opinion  of  you  for  having  dined  with  a  duke; 
and  the  great  genius  himfelf  would  receive  you  better,  becaufe  you  had  been 
with  the  great  duke." 

He  took  care  to  guard  himfelf  againft  any  poflibl^  fulpicion  that  his  fetded 
principles  of  reverence  for  rank  and  refpedt  for  wealth  were  at  all  owing  to 
mean  or  interefted  motives ;  for  he  afTerted  his  own  independence  as  a  literary 
man.  "  No  man  (faid  he)  who  ever  lived  by  literature,  has  lived  more 
independendy  than  I  have  done."  He  faid  he  had  taken  longer  time  than  he 
needed  to  have  done  in  compofing  his  Didiionary.  He  received  our  com- 
pliments upon  that  great  work  with  .complacency,  and  told  us  that  the 
Academy  Vi?//«  Crufca  could  fcarcely  believe  that  it  was  done  by  one  man. 

Next  morning  I  found  him  alone,  and  have  preferved  the  following  frag- 
jnents  of  his  converlation.    Of  a  gentleman  who  was  mentioned^  he  faicl, 

"  I  have 
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*'  I  have  not  met  with  any  man  for  a  long  time  who  has  given  me  fuch  general  i7^3- 
difpleafure.  He  is  totally  unfixed  in  his  principles,  and  wants  to  puzzle  other  j^J^JTcl! 
people."  I  faid,  his  principles  had  been  poifoned  by  a  noted  infidel  writer, 
but  that  he  was,  neverthelefs,  a  benevolent  good  man.-  Johnson.  "  We  can 
have  no  dependance  upon  that  inftinftive,  that  conftitutional  goodnefs  which 
is  not  founded  upon  principle.  I  grant  you  that  fuch  a  man  may  be  a  very 
amiable  member  of  fociety.  I  can  conceive  him  placed  in  fuch  a  fituation 
that  he  is  not  much  tempted  to  deviate  from  what  is  right  j  and  as  every  man 
prefers  virtue  when  there  is  not  fome  ftrong  incitement  to  tranfgrefs  its  pre- 
cepts, I  can  conceive  him  doing  nothing  wrong.  But  if  fuch  a  man  flood  in 
need  of  money,  I  (hould  not  like  to  truft  him ;  and  I  fhould  certainly  not 
truft  him  with  young  ladies,  for  there  there  is  always  temptation.  Hume,  and 
other  fceptical  innovators,  are  vain  men,  and  will  gratify  themfelves  at  any 
expence.  Truth  will  not  afford  fufficient  food  to  their  vanity ;  fo  they  have 
betaken  themfelves  to  errour.  Truth,  Sir,  is  a  cow  which  will  yield  fuch 
people  no  more  milk,  and-fo  they  are  gone  to  milk  the  bull.  If  I  could  have 
allowed  myfelf  to  gratify  my  vanity  at  the  expence  of  truth,  what  fame  might 
I  have  acquired.  Every  thing  which  Hume  has  advanced  againfl  ChrifKanity 
had  pafTed  through  my  mind  long  before  he  wrote.  Always  remember  this, 
that  after  a  fyflem  is  well  fettled  upon  pofitive  evidence,  a  few  partial  objec- 
tions ought  not  to  fhake  it.  The  human  mind  is  fo  limited,  that  it  cannot 
take  in  all  the  parts  of  a  fubjeft,  fb  that  there  may  be  objeftions  raifed  againfl 
any  thing.  There  are  objeftions  againfl  a  plenum^  and  objeftions  againfl  a 
vacuum ;  yet  one  of  them  mufl  certainly  be  true/' 

I  mentioned  Hume's  argument  againfl  the  belief  of  miracles,  that  it  is; 
more  probable  that  the  witncfTes  to  the  truth  of  them  are  miflaken,  or  fjpeak 
falfely,  than  that  the  miracles  fhould  be  true.  Johnson.  ^^  Why,  Sir,  the 
great  difficulty  of  proving  miracles  fhould  make  us  very  cautious  in  believing 
diem.  But  let  us  confider  5  although  God  has  made  Nature  to  operate  by 
certain  fixed  laws,  yet  it  is  not  unreafonable  to  think  that  he  may  fufpend 
thofe  laws,  in  order  to  eflablifh  a  fyflem  highly  advantageous  to  mankind.  .— 
Now  the  Chriflian  religion  is  a  mofl  beneficial  fyflem,  as  it  gives  us  light 
and  certainty  where  we  were  before  in  darknefs  and  doubt.  The  miracles 
which  prove  it  are  attefled  by  men  who  had  no  interefl  in  deceiving  us; 
but  who,  on  the  contrary,  were  told  that  they  fhould  fuffer  perfecution,  and  • 
did  actually  lay  down  their  lives  in  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the  fads  which 
they  aflferted.  Indeed,  for  fome  centuries  the  heathens  did  not  pretend  to  deny 
die  miracles  5  but  faid  they  were  performed  by  the  aid  of  evil  fpirits.     This 
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is^  a  circumftance  oF  great  weight.  Then,  Sir,  when  we  take  the  proofs  delved 
from  prophecies  which  have  been  fo  exaftly  fulfilled,  we  have  moft  fatisfaftorjr 
evidence*  Suppofing  a  miracle  poffible,  as  to  which,  in  my  opinion,  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  we  have  as  ftrong  evidence  for  the  miracles  in  fupport  of 
Chriftianity,  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  admits." 

At  night,  Mr.  Johnfon  and  I  fupped  in  a  private  room  at  the  Turk's  Head 
cofFee-houfe,  in  the  Strand.  **  I  encourage  this  houfe  (faid  he) ;  for  the  mif- 
trefs  of  it  is  a  good  civil  woman,  and  has  not  much  bufinefs." 

"  Sir,  I  love  the  acquaintance  of  young  people;  becaufe,  in  the  firft  pkce„. 
I  don't  like  to  think  myfelf  growing  old.  In  the  next  place,  young 
acquaintances  muft  laft  longeft,  if  they  do  laft  i  and  then.  Sir,  young  men 
have  more  virtue  than  old  men ;  they  have  more  generous  fentiments  in  every 
relpeft.  I  love  the  young  dogs  of  this  age :  they  have  more  wit  and  humour 
and  knowledge  of  life  than  we  had  -,  but  then  the  dogs  are  not  fo  good  fcho- 
lars.  Sir,  in  my  early  years  I  read  very  hard.  It  is  a  fad  refleftion,  but  a 
true  one,  that  I  knew  almoft  as  much  at  eighteen  as  I  do  now.  My  judge- 
ment, to  be  fure,  was  not  fo  good ;  but,  I  had  all  the  fads.  I  remember 
very  well,  when  I  was  at  Oxford,  an  old  gentleman  faid  to  me,  *  Young 
man,  ply  your  book  diligendy  now,  and  acquire  a  flock  of  knowledge ;  for 
when  years  come  upon  you,  you  will  find  that  poring  upon  books  will  be  but 
an  irkfome  ta(k."  , 

This  accouht  of  his  reading,  given  by  hinafelf  in  plain  words,  fufficiently 
confirms  what  I  have  already  advanced  upon  the  dilputed  queftion  as  to  his 
application.  It  reconciles  any  feeming  inconfiflency  in  his  way  of  talking  upon 
it  at  different  times  -,  and  fhews  that  idlenefs  and  reading  hard  were  with  him 
relative  terms,  the  import  of  which,  as  ufed  by  him,  mufl  be  gathered  from 
a  comparifon  with  what  fcholars  of  different  degrees  of  ardour  and  afliduity 
have  been  known  to  do.  And  let  it  be  remembered,  that  he  was  now  talking 
fpontaneoufly,  and  exprefling  his  genuine  fentiments ;  whereas  at  other  times 
he  might  be  induced  from  his  Ipirit  of  contradiftion,  or  more  properly  from 
his  love  of  arguoientative  conteft  to  (peak  lightly  of  his  own  ^application  to 
iludy.  It  is  pleafing  to  confider  that  the  old  gendeman's  gloomy  prophecy 
as  to  the  irkfomenefs  of  books  to  men  of  an  advanced  age,  which  is  too  often 
fulfilled,  was  fo  far  from  being  verified  in  Johnfon,  that  hiis  ardour  for  literature 
never  foiled,  and  his  laft  writings  had  more  eafe  and  vivacity  than  any  of  his 
earlier  productions. 

He  mentioned  to  me  now,,  for  the  firft  time,  that  he  had  been  diftreft  by 
melancholy,  and  for  that  reafon  had  been  obliged  to  fly  from  ftudy  and  medi- 
tation. 
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tadon,  to  the  difliparing  variety  of  life.  Againft  mel^choly  he  recommended 
conftant  occupation  of  mind,  a  great  deal  of  exercife,  moderation  in  eating 
and  drinking,  and  clpccially  to  Ihun  drinking  at  night.  He  faid  melancholy 
people  were  apt  to  fly  to  intemperance  for  relief,  but  that  it  funk  them  much 
deeper  in  raifcry.  He  obfcrved,  that  labouring  men  who  work  hard,  and  live 
Iparingly,  are  feldom  or  never  troubled  with  low  fpirits.' 

He  again  infifted  on  the  duty  of  maintaining  fubordination  of  rank.  "  Sir, 
1  would  no  more  deprive  a  nobleman  of  his  refpe6t,  than  of  his  money.  I 
confider  myfelf  as  afting  a  part  in  the  great  fyftem  of  fociety,  and  I  do  to 
others  as  I  would  have  them  to  do  to  me.  I  would  behave  to  a  noble- 
man as  I  (hould  exped  he  would  behave  to  me,  were  I  a'  nobleman  and  he 
Sam.  Johnfon.  Sir,  there  is  one  Mrs.  Macaulay  ^in  this  town,  a  great  repub- 
lican. One  day  when  I  was  at  her  houfe,  I  put  on  a  very  grave  countenance, 
and  faid  to  her,  *  Madam,  I  am  now  become  a  convert  to  your  way  of  think- 
ing. I  ani^  convinced  that  all  mankind  are  upon  an  equal  footing ;  and  to 
give  you  an  unqueftionable  proof.  Madam,  that  I  am  in  eameft,  here  is  a  very 
fenfible,  civil,  well-behaved  fellow-citizen,  your  footman  ;  I  defire  that 
he  may  be  allowed  to  fit  down  and  dine  with  us/  I  thus.  Sir,  (hewed  her  the 
abfurdity  of  the  Icvellmg  doftrine.  She  has  never  liked  me  fince.  Sir,  your 
levellers  wifli  to  level  down  as  far  as  themfclves ;  but  they  cannot  bear  levelling 
up  to  themfclves.  They  would  all  have  fome  people  under  them^  why  not 
then  have  fome  people  above  them  ?'*  I  mentioned  a  certain  authour  who 
difguftcd  me  by  his  forwardncfs,  and  by  fhewing  no  deference  to  noblemen  into 
Whofc  company  he  was  admitted.  Johnson.  "  Suppofe  a  fhoemaker  (hould 
claim  an  equality  with  him  as  he  does  with  a  Lord ;  how  would  he  ftare. , 
*  Why,  Sir,  do  you  ftare  ?  (fays  the  (hoemaker,)  I  do  great  'fervice  to  fociety. 
'Tis  true,  I  am  paid  for  doing  it ;  but  fo  are  you.  Sir :  and  I  am  forry  to  fay 
it,  better  paid  than  I  am,  for  doing  fomething  not  fo  nece(rary.  For  man- 
kind could  do  better  without  your  books,  than  without  my  (hoes.'  Thus, 
Sir,  there  would  be  a  perpetual  (Iruggle  for  precedence,  were  there  no  fixed 
invariable  rules  /or  the  diftinftion  of  rank,  which  creates  no  jealoufy,  as  k  is 
allowed  to  be  accidental." 

He  faid,  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton  was  a  very  agreeable  man,  and  his  '^  EfTay 
on  the  Genius  and  Writings  of  Pope,'*  a  very  plea(ing  book.  I  wondered 
that  he  delayed  fo  long  to  give  us  the  continuation  of  it.     Johnson,'  **  Why, 

5  This  one  Mrs.  Macaulay  was  the  fame  pcrfonage.who  afterwards  raadchcrfelf  fo  much  known 
as  "  the  celebrated  female  hiftorian." 

I  i  2  Sir, 
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Sir,  I  ibppofe  he  finds  himfelf  a  Utde  difappointed,  in  not  having  been  able 
to  perfuade  the  world  to  be  of  his  opinion  as  to  Pope." 

We  have  now  been  favoured  with  the  concluding  volume,  in  which,  to  ufe 
a  parliamentary  expreflion,.  he  has  explained^  fb  as  not  to  appear  quite  fo  adverfe 
to  the  opinion  of  the  world  concerning  Pope,  as  was  at  firft  thought ;  and  we 
muft  all  agree,  that  his  work  is  a  mpft  valuable  acceflion  to  Englilh  literature;. 

A  writer  of  deferved  eminence  being  mentioned^  Johnfon  faid,  *'  Why, 
Sir,  he  is  a  man  of  good  parts,  but  being  originally  poor,  he  has  got  a  love 
of  mean  company  and  low  jocularity  i  a  very  bad  thing,  Sir.  To  laugh  is 
good,  as  to  talk  is  good.  But  you  ought  no  more  to  think  it  enough  if  you 
laugh,  than  you  are  ta  think  it  enough  if  you  talk.  You  may  laugh  in  as 
many  ways  as  you  talk  j  and  furely  every  way  of  talking  that  is  praftifed  can- 
not be  efteemed." 

I  Ipoke  of  Sir  James  Macdonald  as  a  young  man  of  moft  diftinguiihed 
merit,  who  united  the  higheft'  reputation  at  Eton  and  Oxford,  with  the  patri- 
archal ipirit  of  a  great  Highland  Chieftain,  I  mentioned  that  Sir  James  had 
faid  to  me,  that  he  had  never  feen  Mr.  Johnfon,  but  he  had  a  great  refpefb  for 
him,  though  at  the  fame  time  it  was  mixed  with  fome  degree  of  terrour. 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  he  were  to  be  acquainted  with  me,  it  might  leflen  both.'* 

The  mention  of  this  gentleman  led  us  to  talk  of  the  Weftern  Iflands  of 
Scodand,  to  vifit  which  he  exprefled  a  wifti  that  then  appeared  to  me  a  very 
romantick  fancy,  which  1  litde  thought  would  be  afterwards  realized.  He  told 
me,  that  his  father  had  put  Martin's  account  of  thofe  iflands  into  his  hands 
when  he  was  very  young,  and  that  he  was  highly  pleafed  with  itj  that  he  was 
particularly  (truck  with  the  St,  Kilda  man's  notion  that  the  high  church  of 
Glalgow  had  been  hollowed  out  of  a  rock  j  a  circumftance  to  which  old  Mr. 
Johnfon  had  direfted  his  attention.  He  faid,  he  would  go  to  the  Hebrides 
with  me,  when  I  returned  from  my  travels,  unlefs  fome  very  good  companion 
fliould  offer  when  I  was  abfent,  which  he  did  not  think  probable;  adding, 
"  There  are  few  people  to  whom  1  take  fo  much  to  as  you."  And  when  I 
talked  of  my  leaving  England^  he  faid,  with  a  very  afFeftionate  air,  "  My 
dear  Bofwell,  I  Ihould  be  very  unhappy  at  parting,  did  I  think  we  were  not 
to  meet  again.'* — I  cannot  too  often  remind  my  readers,  that  although  fuch 
inftances  of  his  kindnefs  are  doubdefs  very  flattering  to  me,  yet  I  hope  my, 
recording  them  will  be  afcribed  to  a  better  motive  than  to  vanity  i  for  they 
aflx)rd  unqueflionable  evidence  of  his  tendernefs  and  complacency,  which  fome, 
while  they  were  forced  to  acknowledge  his  great  powers,  have  been  fo  ftrenuous 
to  deny. 

He 
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He  maintained,  that  a  boy  at  fchool  was  die  happieft  of  human  beings.  I  '7^3* 
fupported  a  different  opinion,  from  which  I  have  never  yet  varied,  that  a  man  iiJ^fTf! 
is  happier  j  and  I  enlarged  upon  the  anxiety  and  fufFerings  which  are  endured 
at  fchooL  Johnson.  "  Ah  i  Sir,  a  boy's  being  flogged  is  not  fo  fevere  as  a 
man's  having  the  hifs  of  the  world  againft  him.  Men  have  a  folicitude  about 
feme ;  and  the  greater  fhare  they  have  of  it,  the  more  afraid  they  are  of  lofmg 
it."  I  filently  alked  myfelf,  "  Is  it  poflible  that  the  great  Samuel  Johnfon 
really  entertains  any  fuch  apprehenfion,  and  is  not  confident  that  his  exalted 
fame  is  eftablilhed  upon  a  foundation  never  to  be  fhaken  ?" 

He  this  evening  drank  a  bumper  to  Sir  David  Dalrymple,  as  a  man  of 
worth,  a  fcholar,  and  a  wit. — "  I  have  (faid  he)  never  heard  of  him  except 
from  you ;.  but  let  him  know  my  opinion  of  him :  for  as  he  does  not  Ihew 
himfelf  much  in  the  world,  he  fliould  have  the  praife  of  the  few  who  hear  of 
him." 

On  Tuefday,  July  a6,  I  found  Mr-  Johnfon  alone.  It  was  a  very  wet  day, 
and  I  again  complained  of  the  difagreeable  efiefts  of  fuch  weather.  Johnson. 
*'  Sir,  this  is  all  imagination,  which  phyficians  encourage ;  for  man  lives  in 
air,  as  a  filh  lives  in  water;  fo  that  if  the  atmofphere  prefs  heavy  from  above, 
there  is  an  equal  refiftance  from  below.  To  be  fure,  bad  weather  is  hard  upon 
people  who  are  obliged  to  be  abroad  -,  and  men  cannot  labour  fo  well  in  the 
open  air  in  bad  weather,  as  in  good :  but.  Sir,  a  fmith  or  a  tailor,  whole 
work  is  within  doors,  will  furely  do  as  much  in  rainy  weather  as  in  fair.  Some 
very  delicate  frames,  indeed,  may  be  affefted  by  wet  weather,  but  not  com- 
mon conftitutions." 

We  talked  of  the  education  of  children  j  and  I  alked  him  what  he  thought 
was  beft  to  teach  them  firft.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  no  matter  what  you 
teach  them  firft,  any  more  than  what  leg  you  fhall  put  into  your  breeches  firft; 
Sir,  you  may  Hand  dilputing  which  is  beft  to  put  in  firft,  but  in  the  mean 
time  your  breech  is  bare.  Sir,  while  you  are  confidering  which  of  two  things 
you  (hould  teach  your  child  firft,  another  boy  has  learnt  them  both." 

On  Thurfday,  July  28,  we  again  fupped  in  private  at  the  Turk's  Head 
cofiee-houfe.  Johnson,  "  Swift  has  a  higher  reputation  than  he  deferves. 
His  excellence  is  ftrong  fenfe ;  for  his  humour,  though  very  well,  is  not 
remarkably  good.  I  doubt  whether  the  *  Tale  of  a  Tub  *  be  his  j  for  he  never 
owned  it,  and  it  is  much  above  his  ufual  manner*." 

^  This  opinion  was  given  by  him  more  at  large  at  a  fubfequent  period*  See  *^  Journal  of  » 
Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  3d  edit.  p.  32, 

«  Thomfon^ 
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*^  Thomfon,  I  think,  had  as  much  of  the  poct^about  him  as  moft  writers^ 
Every  thing  appeared  to  him  through  the  medium  of  his  favourite  purfuit. 
He  could  not  have  viewed  thofe  two  candles  burning  but  with  a  poetical 
tyftr 

"  Has  not a  great  deal  of  wit.  Sir  ?"     Johnson.  ^'  I  do  not  think 

lb.  Sin  He  is,  indeed,  continually  attempting  wit,r  but  he  fails.  And  I  have 
no  more  pleafure  in  hearing  a  man  attempting  wit  and  failing,  than  in  feeing 
a  man  trying  to  leap  over  a  ditch  and  tumbling  into  it." 

He  laughed  heartily,  when  I  mentioned  to  him  a  faying  of  his  concerning 
Mr.  Thlomas  Sheridan,  which  Foote  took  a  wicked  pleafure  to  circulate. 
*'  Why,  Sir,  Sherry  is  dull,  naturaUy  dull ;  but  it  muft  have  taken  him  a 
great  deal  of  pains  to  become  what  we  now  fee  him.  Such  an  exccfs  of 
ftupidity.  Sir,  is  not  in  Nature."—-*^  So  (faid  he,)  I  allowed  him  all  his  own 
merit." 

He  now  added,  **  Sheridan  cannot  bear  me.  I  bring  his  declamation  to  a 
point.  I  a(k  him  a  plain  queftion,  ^  What  do  you  mean  to  teach  ? '  Befidest 
Sir,  what  influence  can  Mr.  Sheridan  have  upon  the  language  of  this  great 
country  by  his  narrow  exertions.  Sir,  it  is  burning  a  farthing  candle  atDover^ 
to  Ihew  light  at  Calais." 

Talking  of  a  young  man  who  was  uneafy  from  thinking  that  he  was  very 
deficient  in  learning  and  knowledge,  he  faid,  "  A  man  has  no  rcafbn  to  com- 
plain who  holds  a  middle  place  and  has  many  below  him  ;  and  perhaps  he  has 
«ot  fix  of  his  years  above  him  i — perhaps  not  one.  Though  he  may  not  know 
any  thmg  perfedly,  the  generd  mafs  of  knowledge  that  he  has  acquired  ig 
confiderable.     Time  will  do  for  him  all  that  is  wanting." 

The  converlatipn  then  took  a  philofophical  turn.  Johnson.  *'  Human 
experience,  which  is  conftantly  contradifting  theory,  is  the  great  teft  of  truth. 
A  fyftem,  built  upon  the  difcoveries  of  a  great  many  minds,  is  always  of  more 
ftrength,  than  what  is  produced  by  the  mere  workings  of  any  one  mind, 
which,  of  itfelf,  can  do  little.  There  is  not  fo  poor  a  book  in  the  world  but 
ivhat  would  be  a  prodigious  effort  were  it  wrought  out  entirely  by  a  fingle 
mind,  without  the  aid  of  prior  inveftigators.  The  French  writers  are  fuper- 
ficial,  becaufe  they  are  not  fcholars,  and  fo  proceed  upon  the  mere  power  of 
iheir  own  minds  j  and  we  fee  how  very  little  power  they  have." 

"  As  to  the  Chriftian  religion.  Sir,  befides  the  ftrong  evidence  which  we 

have  for  it,  there  is'  a  balance  in  its  favour  from  the  number  of  great  men 

who  have  been  convinced  of  its  truth,  after  a  ferious  confideration  of  the 

^ueftion.     Grotius  was  an  acute  man,  a  lawyer,  a  man  accuftomed  to  examine 
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evincncej  and  he  was  convinced.  Grotius  was  not  a  reclufe,  but  a  man  of 
the  world,  who  certainly  had  no  bias  to  the  fide  of  religion.  Sir  Ifaac  Newton 
fet  out  an  infidel,  and  came  to  be  a  very  firm  believer." 

He  this  evening  again  recommended  to  me  to  peranjbulate  Spain  ^.  J.  laid  it 
would  amufe  him  to  get  a  letter  from  me  dated  at  Salamancha.  Johnson.  "  I 
love  the  Univerfity  of  Salamancha  j  for  when  the  Spaniards  were  in  doubt  as 
to  the  lawfulnefs  of  their  conquering  America,  the  Univerfity  of  Salamancha 
gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  it  was  not  lawfiil."  He  Ipoke  this  with  great 
emotion,  and  with  that  generous  warmth  which  diftated  the  lines  in  his 
*'  London,"  againft  Spanifh  encroachment. 

I  expreflcd  mf  opinion  of  my  friend  Derrick  as  but  a  poor  writer. 
Johnson.  "  To  be  fi^e.  Sir,  he  is ;  but  you  are  to  confider  that  his  being  a 
literary  man  has  got  for  him  all  that  he  has.  It  has  made  him  King  of  Bath*. 
Sir,  he  has  nothing  to  fay  for  himfclf  but  that  he  is  a  writer.  Had  he  not 
been  a  Writer,  he  mull  have  been  fweeping  the  croflings  in  the  ftreets,  and 
afking  hal^ence  from  every  body  that  paft.*' 

In  juftice,  however,  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Derrick,  who  was  my  firft  tutor 
in  the  ways  of  London,  and  fhewed  me  the  town  in  its  variety  of  depart- 
ments, both  literary  and  fportive,  the  particulars  of  which  Dr.  Johnfon 
advifed  me  to  put  in  writing,  it  is  proper  to  mention  what  Johnfon,  at  a  fub- 
fequent  period,  faid  of  him  both  as  a  writer  and  an  editor.  "  Sir,  I  have  often 
faid,  that  if  Derrick's  letters  had  been  written  by  one  of  a  more  eftablifhed. 
name,  they  would  have  been  thought  very  pretty  letters  *."  And,  "  I  fent 
Derrick  to  Dryden's  relations  to  gather  materials  for  his  life ;  and  I  believe  he 
got  all  that  I  myfelf  fhouldhave  got'." 

Poor  Derrick  !  I  remember  him  with  kindncfs.     Yet  I  cannot  with-hold. 
from  my  readers  a  pleafant  humourous  fally  which  could  not  have  hurt  him 
had  he  been  alive,  and  now  is  perfeftly  harmlcfs.     In  his  coUeftion  of  poems^, 
there  is  one  upon  entering  the  harbour  of  Dublin,  his  native  city,  after  a  long, 
abfence.     It  begins  thus : 

"  Eblana !  much  lov*d  city,  hail  I 
"  Where  firft  I  faw  the  light  of  day.** 

'  I  fully  intended  to  hayc  followed  advice  of  fuch  weight ;  but  having  (laid  much  longer  both. 
in  Germany  and  Italy  than  I  propofed  to  do,  and  having  alfo  vifited  Corfica^  I  found  that  I  had. 
exceeded  the  time  allowed  me  by  my  father,  and  haftcncd  to  France  in  my  way  homewards. 

■  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebtidoi,  3d  edit.  p.  i04..  *  Ibid.  p.  142. 
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i7^s«     And  after  a  folcmn  refledtion  on  his  being  "  numbered  widi  forgotten  dead/* 
iSItfTf.  ^^^^  ^  ^^  following  ftanza : 

*'  Unlels  my  lines  protraft  my  fame, 

"  And  thofej  who  chance  to  read  them,  cry, 
*'  I  knew  him !  Derrick  was  his  name, 
''  In  yonder  tomb  his  alhes  lie." 

Which  was  thus  happily  parodied  by  Mr.  John  Home,  to  whom  we  owe  the 
beautiful  and  pathetick  tragedy  of  'f  Douglas:'* 

"  Unlcfs  my  deeds  protra6t  my  feme, 

^  ^nJ  be  who  fajes  Jadly  JingSy 
'^  I  knew  him  \   Derrick  was  his  name, 

"  On  yonder  tree  bis  carcqfe  fwings  !'* 

I  doubt  much  whether  the  amiable  and  ingenious  authour  of  thefe  burlefque 
lines  will  recoUeft  them,  for  they  were  produced  extempore  one  evening  while 
he  and  I  were  walking  together  in  the  dining-room  at  Eglintoune  caftle,  in 
1760,  and  I  have  never  mentioned  them  to  him  fince. 

Johnfon  faid  once  to  me,  "  Sir,  I  honour  Derrick  for  his  prefence  of  mind. 
One  night,  when  Floyd',  another  poor  authour,  was  wandering  about  the 
ftreets  in  the  night,  he  found  Derrick  fail  afleep  upon  a  bulk  j  upon  being 
fuddenly  waked.  Derrick  ftarted  up,  ^  My  dear  Floyd,  I  am  forry  to  fee  you 
in  this  deftitute  ftate i  will  you  go  home  with  me  to  my  lodgings?** 

I  again  begged  his  advice  as  to  my  method  of  ftudy  at  Utrecht.  ^*  Come, 
(faid  he)  let  us  make  a  day  of  it.  Let  us  go  down  to  Greenwich  and  dine, 
and  talk  of  it  there."     The  following  Saturday  was  fixed  for  this  excurfion. 

As  we  walked  along  the  Strand  to-night,  arm  in  arm,  a  woman  of  the  town 
accofted  us,  in  the  ufual  enticing  manner.  "  No,  no,  my  girl,  (faid  Johnfon,) 
it  won't  do."  He,  however,  did  not  treat  her  with  harlhnefs,  and  we  talked 
of  the  wretched  life  of  fuch  women ;  and  agreed,  that  much  more  mifery  than 
happinefs,  upon  the  whole,  is  produced  by  illicit  commerce  between  the  fexes. 

On  Saturday,  July  30,  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  took  a  fcuUer  at  the  Temple- 
ftairs,-  and  fet  out  for  Greenwich.  I  afked  him  if  he  really  thought  a  know- 
ledge of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages  an  eflential  requifite  to  a  good 
pducation.  Johnson.  "  Moft  certainly,  Sir.  For  thofe  who  know  them 
have  a  very  great  advantage  over  thofe  who  do  not.  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  won- 
4erfol  what  a  difference  learning  makes  upon  people  even  in  the  comnion 

*  He  publifhed  a  biographical  work,  containing  an  account  of  eminent  writers,  in  three  vols.  8vo, 
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Intcfcourfe  of  life,  which  does  not  appear  to  be  much  conncfted  with  it.**  >7^3- 
^«  And  yet,  (faid  I)  people  will  go  through  the  world  very  well,  and  carry  on  the  jEtat.  54. 
bufinefs  of  life  to  good  advantage,  without  learning."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir, 
that  may  be  true  in  cafes  where  learning  cannot  poflibly  be  of  any  ufe  i  .for 
inftance,  this  boy  rows  us  as  well  without  learning,  as  if  he  c6uld  fing  the  fbng 
of  Orpheus  to  the  Argonauts,  who  were  the  firft  failors.'*  He  then  called  to 
the  boy,  "  What  would  you  give,  my  lad,  to  know  about  the  Argonauts  ?" 
«  Sir,  (faid  the  boy,)  I  would  give  what  I  have."  Johnfon  was  much  pleafed 
with  his  anfwer,  and  we  gave  him  a  double  fare.  Mr.  Johnfon  then  turning 
to  me,  "  Sir,  (faid  he)  a  defire  of  knowledge  is  the  natural  feeling  of  mankind ; 
and  every  human  being,  whofe  mind  is  not  debauched,  will  be  willing  to  give 
all  that  he  has  to  get  knowledge." 

We  landed  at  the  Old  Swan,  and  walked  to  Billingigate,  where  we  took 
oars,  and  moved  fmoothly  along  the  filver  Thames.  It  was  a  very  fine 
day.  We  were  entertained  with  the  immenfe  number  and*  variety  of  fhips 
that  were  lying  at  anchor,  an(^  with  the  beautiful  country  on  each  fide  of  the 
river. 

I  talked  of  preaching,  and  of  the  great  fuccefs  which  thofe  called  Methodifk* 
have.    Johnson.  '*  Sir,  it  is  owing  to  their  expreiling  themfelves  in  a  plain 

and 

*  All  who  are  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  Religion^  (the  moft  important,  furely*  that  con* 
cerns  the  hunan  mind,]  know  that  the  appellation  of  Methodifts  was  firft  given  to  a  fociety  of 
Hudents  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford ,  whe  about  the  year  1730,  were  di(tingui(hed  by  an  cameft 
and  methodical  attention  to  devout  exercifes.  This  dtfpofition  of  mind  is  not  a  novelty  or 
peculiar  to  any  feA,  bnt  has  been,  and  (till  may  be  found,  in  many  Chriftians  of  every  denomi- 
nation.  Johnfon  himfelf  was,  in  a  dignified  manner,  a  Methodift.  In  his  Rambler,  No.  110, 
fee  mentions  with  rcfpeft  ••  the  whole  difcipline  of  regulated  piety  ;"  and  in  his  "  Prayers  and 
Meditations,"  many  inflances  occur  of  his  anxious  examination  into  his  fpiritual  ilate.  That  this 
religious  eamellnefs,  and  in  particular  an  obfervation  of  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  has 
fometimcs  degenerated  into  folly,  and  fometimes  been  counterfeited  for  bafe  purpofes,  cannot  be 
denied.  But  it  is  not,  therefore,  fair  ^  decry  it  when  genuine.  The  principal  argument  in 
reafon  and  good  fenfe  againft  mcthodifm  is,  that  it  tends  to  debafe  human  nature,  and  prevent  the 
generous  exertions  of  goodnefs,  by  an  unworthy  fuppofition  that  God  will  pay  no  regard  to  them, 
although  it  is  pofttively  faid  in  the  fcriptuies  that  he  *'  will  reward  every  man  according  to  his 
works."  But  I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  do  juflice  to  thofe  whom  it  is  the  fafhion 
to  ridicule,  without  any  knowledge  of  their  tenets ;  and  this  I  can  do  by  quoting  a'  pafTage 
from  one  of  their  beft  apologias,  Mr.  Milner,  who  thus  expreflcs  their  do^ne  upon  this 
fubje^.  *'  Juftified  by  faith,  renewed  in  his  faculties,  and  conllraincd  by  the  love  of  Chrift, 
their  believer  moves  in  the  fphere  of  love  and  gratitude,  and  all  his  dtuiet  flow  more  or  lefs  from 
this  principle.     And  though  they  are  accumulating  for  him  in  Jseaiven  a  treajwre  ofhliji  proportioned  to 
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and  feniiliar  manner,  which  is  the  only  way  to  do  good  to  the  common  people^' 
and  which  clergymen  of  genius  and  learning  ought  to  do  from  a  principle  of 
duty,  when  it  is  fuited  to  their  congregations ;  a  pradtice,  for  which  they  will 
be  praifed  by  men  of  fenfe.  To  infill  againft  drunkennefs  as  a  crime,  becaufe 
it  debafes  Reafon,  the  nobleft  faculty  of  man,  would  be  of  no  fervicc  to  tlie 
common  people  :  but  to  tell  them  that  they  may  die  in  a  fit  of  drunkennefs, 
and  Ihew  them  how  dreadful  that  would  be,  cannot  fail  to  m^e  a  deep 
impreflion.  Sir,  when  your  Scotch  clergy  give  up  their  homely  manner^ 
religion  will  foon  decay  in  that  country."  Let  this  obfervation,  as  Johnfon 
meant  it,  be  ever  remembered. 

I  was  much  pleafed  to  find  myfelf  with  Johnfon  at  Greenwich,  which  he 
celebrates  in  his  "  London"  as  a  favourite  fcene.  I  had  the  poem  in  my 
pocket,  and  read  the  lines  aloud  with  enthufiafm : 

<'  On  Thames's  banks  in  fdent  thought  we  ftood^ 
**  Where  Greenwich  fmiles  upon  the  filver  flood : 
**  Pleased  with  the  feat  which  gave  Eliza  birth, 
**  We  kneel,  and  kils  the  confecrated  earth/' 

He  remarked  that  the  ftrufture  of  Greenwich  holpital  was  too  magnificent 
for  a  place  of  charity,  and  that  its  parts  were  too  niuch  detached  to  make  one 
great  whole. 

Buchanan,  he  faid,  was  a  very  fine  poet ;  and  obferved,  that  he  was  the 
firft  who  complimented  a  lady,  by  afcribing  to  her  the  different  perfeftions  of 
the  heathen  goddefTes ;  but  that  Johnfton  improved  upon  this,  by  making  his 
lady,  at  the  fame  time,  free  from  their  defefts. 

He  dwelt  upon  Buchanan's  elegant  verfes  to  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  Nympba 
Caledoniay  &c.  and  fpoke  with  enthufiafm  of  the  beauty  of  Latin  verfe. 
«  All  the  modern  languages  (faid  he)  cannot  fiarnilh  fo  melodious  a  line  as 

*  Formofam  refonare  dcces  Amarillida  Jilvas.*^ 

Afterwards  he  entered  upon  the  bufinefs  of  the  day,  which  was  to  give 
me  his  advice  as  to  a  courfe.  of  ftudy.     And  here  I  am  to  mention  with  much 

his  faithfuhiefs  and  aSli'vity^  and  it  is  hy  no  means  inconjifient  nvitk  his  principles  to  fee!  the  force  of  this 
conjjderatiott,  yet  love  itfelf  fweetens  tvcry  duty  to  his  mind ;  and  he  thinks  there  is  no  zhfurdity 
in  his  feeling  the  love  of  God  as  the  grand  commanding  principle  of  his  life."  EJays  onfeveral 
religious  Subje^s,  ^c,  by  Jo/eph  Milner,  A^  M.  Mafier  of  tb§  Grammar  School  of  KingHtm-upm- 
Hmll^  ll^^,  P*  IN 
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icgret,  that  my  record  of  what  he  faid  is  mifcrably  fcanty.  I  rccoUcft  widi  1763. 
admiration  an  animating  blaze  of  eloquence,  which  roiifcd  every  intelle6hial  ^SaTcl! 
power  in  me  to  the  higheft  pitch,  but  muft  hare  dazzled  me  fo  much,  that  my 
memory  could  not  prefcrve  the  fubftance  of  his  difcourfe  5  for  the  note  which 
I  find  of  it  is  no  more  than  this  : — "  He  ran  over  the  grand  fcalc  of  human 
knowledge ;  advifed  me  to  felefb  feme  particular  branch  to  excel  in,  but  t<l 
acquire  a  little  of  every  kind."  The  defeft  of  my  minutes  will  be  fully  fupplied 
by  a  long  letter  upon  the  fubjeft  which*  he  favoured  me  with,  after  I  had 
been  fome  time  at  Utrecht,  and  which  my  readers  will  have  the  plcafure  to 
pcrufc  in  its  proper  place. 

We  walked  in  the  evening  in  Greenwich  Park.  He  afked  me,  I  fuppofe 
by  way  of  trying  my  difpofition,  "  Is  not  this  very  fine  ?"  Having  no  exqui- 
lite  reUfti  of  the  beauties  of  Nature,  and  being  more  delighted  with  "  the 
bufy  hum  of  men,"  I  anfwered,  "  Yes,  Sir ;  but  not  equal  to  Flect-ftrect/' 
Johnson.  "  You  are  right.  Sir." 

I  am  aware  that  many  of  my  readers  may  cenfure  my  want  of  taftc.  Let 
me,  however,  (helter  myfelf  under  the  authority  of  a  very  falhionable  Baronec 
in  the  brilliant  world,  who,  on  his  attention  being  called  to  the  fragrance  of 
fi  May  evening  in  the  country,  obferved,  **  This  may  be  very  well ;  but,  for 
my  part,  I  prefer  the  fmell  of  a  flambeau  at  the  play-houfe." 

We  ftaid  fo  long  at  Greenwich,  that  our  fail  up  the  river,  in  our  return  to 
London,  was  by  no  means  {o  pleafant  as  in  the  morning ;  for  the  night  air 
was  fo  cold  that  it  made  me  (hiver.  I  was  the  more  fenfible  of  it  from  having 
fat  up  all  the  night  before,  recollefting  and  writing  in  my  journal  what  I  thought 
worthy  of  prefervation ;  an  exertion,  which,  during  the  firft  part  of  my 
acquaintance  with  Johnfon,  I  frequently  made.  I  remember  having  fat  up 
four  nights  in  one  week,  without  being  much  incommoded  in  the  day  time. 

Johnfon,  whofe  robuft  frame  was  not  in  the  leaft  afFefted  by  the  cold> 
fcolded  me,  as  if  my  Ihivering  had  been  a  paltry  effeminacy,  faying,  "  Why 
do  you  fhiver  ?"  Sir  William  Scott,  of  the  Commons,  told  me,  that  when 
he  complained  of  a  head-ach  in  Ae  poflr-chaife,  as  they  were  travelling  toge- 
ther to  Scotland,  Johnfon  treated  him  in  the  fame  manner :,  "  At  your  age. 
Sir,  I  had  no  head-ach."  It  is  not  eafy  to  make  allowance  for  fenfations  in 
others,  which  we  ourfelves  have  not  at  the  time.  We  mufl  all  have  experienced 
how  very  differently  we  are  affedted  by  the  complaints  of  our  neighbours-,  when 
we  are  well  and  when  we  are  ill.  In  full  health,  we  can  fcarcely  believe  that  they 
iufFer  much ;  fo  feint  is  the  image  of  pain  upon  our  imagination :  when 
ibftened  by  licknels,  we  readily  fympathize  with  the  fuffcrings  of  others. 
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We  concluded  the  day  at  the  Turk's  Head  cofFee-houfc  very  focially;  He 
was  pleaied  to  liften  to  a  particular  account  which  I  gave  him  of  my  family^ 
and  of  its  hereditary  eftate,  as  to  the  extent  and  population  of  which  he  alked 
queftions,  and  made  calculations  i  recommending,  at  the  fame  time,  a  liberal 
kindnefs  to  the  tenantry,  as  people  over  whom  the  proprietor  was  placed  by 
Providence.  He  took  delight  in  hearing  my  defcription  of  the  romantick 
feat  of  my  anceftors.  «  I  muft  be  there.  Sir,  (laid  he)  and  we  will  live  in 
the  old  caftle ;  and  if  there  is  not  a  room  in  it  remaining,  we  will  build  one."^ 
I  was  highly  flattered,  but  could  /fcarcely  indulge  a  hope  that  Auchinleck 
would  indeed  be  honoured  by  his  prefence,  and  celebrated  by  a  defcription, 
as  it  afterwards  was,  in  his  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands.*' 

After  we  had  again  talked  of  my  fetting  out  for  Holland,  he  faid  "  I  muft 
fee  thee  out  of  England ;  I  will  accompany  you  to  Harwich."  I  could  not 
find  words  to  exprefs  what  I  felt  upon  this  unexpefted  and  very  great  mark 
of  his  affeftionate  regard. 

Next  day,  Sunday,  July  31,  I  told  him  I  had  been  that  morning  at  a 
meeting  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  where  I  had  heard  a  woman  preach. 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  a  woman's  preaching  is  like  a  dog's  walking  on  his  hinder 
legs.     It  is  not  done  well  i  but  you  are  furprized  to  find  it  done  at  all." 

On  Tuefday,  Auguft  2,  (the  day  of  my  departure  from  London  having 
been  fixed  for  the  5th,)  Dr.  Johnfon  did  me  the  honour  to  pafs  a  part  of  the 
morning  with  me  at  my  Chambers.  He  faid,  that  "  he  always  felt  an  incli- 
nation to  do  nothing."  I  obferved,  that  it  was  ftrange  to  think  that  the  moft 
indolent  man  in  Britain  had  written  the  naoft  laborious  work,  The  English. 
Dictionary. 

I  mentioned  an  imprudent  publication^  by  a  certam  friend  of  his,  at  an  early 
period  of  life,  and  alked  him  if  he  thought  it  would  hurt  him.  Johnson.. 
**  No,  Sirs  not  much.     It  may,  perhaps,  be  mentioned  at  an  eleftion." 

I  had  now  made  good  my  title  to  be  a  privileged  man,  and  was  carried  by 
him  in  the  evening  to  drink  tea  with  Mifs  Williams,^  whom,  though  under 
the  misfortune  of  having  loft  her  fight,  I  found  to  be  agreeable  in  conver- 
fationi  for  (he  had  a  variety  of  literature^,  and  cx!prefled  herfelf  well;  but  her 
peculiar  value  was  the  intimacy  in  which  flie  had  long  lived  with  Johnfon,  by 
which  flie  was  well  acquainted  with  his  habits,  and  knew  how  to  lead  him  on. 
to  talk. 

After  tea  he  carried  me  to  what  he  called  his  walk,,  which  was  a  long  narrow 
paved  court  in  the  neighbourhood,  overlhadowed  by  fome  trees.  There  we. 
iauntered  a  confiderable  time  >   and  I  complained  to  him  that  my  love  of 
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London   and  of  his  company  was  flich,   that. I  fhrunk  altnoft  from  the     17^3* 
thought  of  going  away  even  to  travel,  which  is  generally  fo  much  defired  by  jgjj^i'  -^. 
young  men.     He  roufed  me  by  manly  and  fpirited  converfation.     He  advifed 
me,  when  fettled  in  any  place  abroad,  to  ftudy  with  an  eagernefs  after  know- 
ledge, and  to  apply  to  Greek  an  hour  every  day ;  and  when  I  was  moving, 
about,  to  read  diligendy  the  great  book  of  mankind. 

On  Wednelday,  Auguft  3,  we  had  our  laft  focial  evening,  at  the  Turk's 
Head  coffee-houfe,  before  my  fetting  out  for  foreign  parts.  I  had  the  raif- 
fortune,  before  we  parted,  to  irritate  him  unintentionally.  I  mentioned  ta 
him  how  common  it  was  in  the  world  to  tell  abfurd  (lories  of  him,  and  to 
afcribe  to  him  very  ftrange  fayings.  Johnson.  "  What  do  they  make  me 
fay.  Sir?"  Boswell.  "  Why,  Sir,  as  an  inftance  very  ftrange  indeed,  (laugh- 
ing heartily  as  I  Ipoke,)  David  Hume  told  me,  you  faid  that  you  would  ftand 
before  a  battery  of  cannon,  to  reftore  the  Convocation  to  its  full  powers."-— 
Litde  did  I  apprehend  that  he  had  aftually  faid  this ;  but  I  was  foon  convinced 
of  my  errour;  for,  with  a  determined  look,  he  thundered  out,  «  And  would 
I  not.  Sir  ?  Shall  the  Pre/byterian  Kirk  of  Scodand  have  its  General  Aflera- 
bly,  and  the  Church  of  England  be  denied  its  Convocation  ?"  He  was; 
walking  up  and  down  the  room  while  I  told  him  the  anecdote  i  but  when  he 
uttered  this  explofion  of  high-church  zeal,  he  had  come  clofe  to  my  chair, 
and  his  eyes  flafhed  with  indignation.  I  bowed  to  the  ftorm,  and  diverted  the. 
force  of  it,  by  leading  him  to  expatiate  on  the  influence  which  religion 
derived  from  maintaining  the  church  with  great  external  refpedtability. 

I  muft  not  omit  to  mention  that  he  this  year  wrote  "  The  Life  of  Afcham,f '* 
and  the  Dedication  to  the  Earl  of  Shafteft3ury,t  prefixed  to  the  edition  of 
that  writer's  Englilh  works,  publifhed  by  Mr.  Bennet. 

On  Friday,  Auguft  5,  we  fet  out  early  in  the  morning  in  the  Harwich 
ftage  coach.  A  fat  elderly  gentlewoman,  and  a  young  Dutchman,  feemed  the 
moft  inclined  among  us  to  converfation.  At  the  inn  where  we  dined,  the  gendc^ 
woman  faid  that  fhe  had  done  her  beft  to  educate  her  children ;  and,  particu-- 
larly,  that  Ihe  had  never  fuffered  them  to  be  a  moment  idle.  Jqhnson.  "  I; 
wilh.  Madam,  you  would  educate  me  too;  for  I  have  heen-an  idle- fellow  all 
my  life."  "I  am  fure.  Sir,  (faid  fhe)  you  have  not  been,  idle."  Johnson.. 
«  Nay,  Madam,  it  is  very  true;  and  that  gendeman  there  (pointing  to  me,) 
has  been  idle.  He  was  idle  at  Edinburgh^..  His  father  fent  him  to  Glafgbw, 
where  he  continued  to  be  kile.  He  then  came-,  ta  London,  where  he  has 
been  very  idle ;  and  now  he  is  going  to  Utrecht,  where  he  will  be  as  idle  as 
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i7^5»  ever/'  I  afked  him  privately  how  he  coul4  cxpofc  me  fo.  Jobkson.  "  Poh, 
^MtsLtTu'  P^^ '  (^^^  ^^^  *^  ^^^^  nothing  aboilt  you,  and  will  think  of  it  no  more/* 
In  the  afternoon  the  gentlewoman  talked  violently  againft  the  Roman  Catho- 
licks,  and  of  the  horrours  of  the  Inquilition.  To  the  utter  aftonifhment  of 
all  the  paficngers  but  myfelf,  who  knew  that  he  could  talk  upon  any  fide  of  a 
queftion,  he  defended  the  Inquifition,  and  maintained,  that  *•  falfc  doftrine  fhould 
be  checked  on  its  firft  appearance  j  that  the  civil  power  fhould  unite  with  the 
church  in  punifliing  thofe  who  dared  to  attack  the  eftablifhed  religion,  and  that 
fuch  only  were  punilhed  by  the  Inquifition."  He  had  in  his  pocket  "  Pamponius 
Mela  defitu  Orbisy*  in  which  he  read  occafionally,  and  feemed  very  intent  upon 
ancient  geography*  Though  by  no  means  niggardly,  his  attention  to  whit 
was  generaUy  right  was  fo  minute,  that  having  obferved  at  one  of  the  ftages 
that  I  oftentatioufly  gave  a  fliilling  to  the  coachman,  when  the  cuftom  was  for 
each  paflenger  to  give  only  fix-p«nce,  he  took  me  afide  and  fcolded  me,  faying 
that  what  I  had  done  would  make  the  coachman  diflatisfied  with  all  the  reft 
of  the  paflengers,  who  gave  him  no  more  than  his  due.  This  was  a  juft 
reprimand  j  for  in  whatever  way  a  man  may  indulge  his  generofity  or  his  vanity 
in  fpending  his  money,  for  the  fake  of  others  he  ought  not  to  raife  the  price 
of  any  article  for  which  there  is  a  conftant  demand. 

He  talked  of  Mr.  Blacklock's  poetry,  fo  far  as  it  was  defcriptive  of  vifiblc 
objefts ;  and  obferved,  that  "  as  its  authour  had  the  misfortune  to  be^blind, 
we  may  be  abfolutely  fure  that  fuch  paflages  are  combinations  of  what  he 
has  remembered  of  the  works  of  other  writers  who  could  fee.  That  foolifh 
fellow  Spence  has  laboured  to  explain  philofophically  how  Blacklock  may 
have  done,  by  means  of  his  own  faculties,  what  it  is  impoflible  he  fhould 
do.  The  folution,  as  I  have  given  it,  is  plain.  Suppofe,  I  know  a  man  to 
be  fo  lame  that  he  is  abfolutely  incapable  to  move  himfelf,  and  I  find  him  in 
a  different  room  from  that  in  which  I  left  him  ;  fhall  I  puzzle  myfelf  with  idle 
conjedtures,  that,  perhaps,  his  nerves  have  by  fome  unknown  change  all  at 
once  become  efFeftive  ?  No,  Sir^  it  is  clear  how  he  got  into  a  different  room. 
He  was  carried.*^ 

Having  flopped  a  night  at  Colchefter,  Johnfon  talked  of  that  town 
with  veneration,  for  having  ftood  a  fiege  for  Charles  the  Firft.  The  Dutch- 
man alone  now  remained  with  us.  He  fpoke  Englifh  tolerably  well;  and 
thinking  to  recommend  himfelf  to  us  by  expatiating  on  the  fuperiority  of 
the  criminal  jurifprudence  of  this  country  over  that  of  Holland,  he  inveighed 
againft  the  barbarity  of  putting  an  accufed  perfon  to  the  torture,  in  order  to 
force  a  cbnfeffion.  But  Johnfon  was  as  ready  for  this,  as  for  the  Inquifition. 
4  « Why, 
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•*  Why,  Sir,  you  do  not,  I  find,  underftand  the  law  of  your  own  country.  The      '7^5- 
torture  in  Holland  is  confidered  as  a  favour  to  an  aecufed  perfon ;  for  no  juan  *^^.^ 
is  put  to  the  torture  there,  unlefs  there  is  as  much  evidence  againft  hint  as 
would  amount  to  conviftion  in  England.     An  aecufed  perfon  among  you, 
therefore,  has  one  chance  more  to  efcape  punifliment,  -than  diofe  who  are  tried 
among  us." 

At  fupper  this  night  he  talked  of  good  eating  with  uncommon  fatisfaftion. 
*^  Some  people  (faid  he,)  have  a  foolifli  way  of  not  minding,  or  pretending  not 
to  mind,  what  they  eat.  'For  my  part,  J  mind  my  belly  very  ftudioufly,  and  very 
carefully;  for  I  look  upon  it,  that  he  who  does  not  mind  his  belly  will  hardly 
mind  any  thing  elle."  -  He  now  appeared  to  me  Jean  Bull  pbilofopbe,  and  he 
was,  for  the  moment,  not  only  fcrious  but  vehement.  Yet  I  have  heard  him,, 
upon  other  occafions,  talk  with  great  contempt  of  people  who  were  anxious  to 
gratify  their  palates  -,  and  the  206th  number  of  his  Rambler  is  a  mafterly  effay 
againft  gulofity.  His  pradtice,  indeed,  I  muft  acknowledge,  may  be  con- 
lidercd  as  cafting  the  balance  of  his  different  opinions  upon  this  fubjeft ;  for  I 
never  knew  any  man  who  reliihed  good  eating  more  than  he  didr  When  at 
table,  he  was  totally  abforbed  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  moment  j  his  looks  feemed 
rivetted  to  his  plate;  nor  would  he,  unlels  when  in  very  high  company,  fay 
one  word,  or  even  pay  the  leaft  attention  to  what  was  faid  by  others,  till  he 
had  fetisfied  his  appetite,  which  was  fo  fierce,  and  indulged  with  fuch  intenfe- 
nefs,  that  while  m  the  aft  of  eating,  the  veins  of  his  forehead  fwelled,  and 
generally  a  ftrong  perfpiration  was  vifible.  To  thofe  whofe  fenfations  were 
delicate,  this  could  not  but  be  difgufting ;  and  it  was  doubtlefs  not  very  fuit- 
able  to  the  character  of  a  philofopher,  who  fhould  be  diftinguifhed  by  felf- 
command.  But  it  muft  be  owned,  that  Johnfon,  though  he  could  be  rigidly 
abftemiousy  was  not  a  temperate  man  either  in  eating  or  drinking.  He  could 
refrain,  but  he  could  not  ufe  moderately.  He  told  me,  that  he  had  fafted 
two  days  without  inconvenience,  and  that  he  had  never  been  hungry  but  once. 
They*who  beheld  with  wonder  how  much  he  eat  upon  all  occafions  when  his 
dimier  was  to  his  tafte,  could  not  eafily  conceive  what  he  muft  have  meant  by 
hunger;  and  not  only  was  he  remarkable  for  the  extraordinary  quantity  which  he 
cat,  bm  he  was,  or  affcfted  to  be,  a  man.  of  very  nice  difcernment  in  the 
fcicnce  of  cookery.  He  ufed  to  defcant  critically  on  the  difhes  which  had  been 
at  table  where  he  had  dined  or  fupped,  and  to  recolleft  very  minutely  what  he 
had  liked.  I  remember,  when  he  was  in  Scodand,  his  praifing  "  GordorCs  ^ 
palates^'  (a  difli  of  palates  at  the  Honourable  Alexander  Gordon's,)  with  a 
warmth  of  exprelfion  which  might  have  done  honour  to  more  important 
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fubjefbs.  "  As  for *s  imitation  of  a  tnade  dijh  it  was  a  wretched  afitcmpt.*' 

He  about  the  fame  time  was  fo  much  dilpleafed  with  the  perfomiances  of  a 
nobleman's  French  cook,  that  he  exckimed  with  vehemence,  "  I'd  throw  fuch 
a  rafcal  into  the  river;"  and  he  then  proceeded  to  alarm  a  lady  at  whofe  houfe 
fie  was  to  liip,  by  the  following  manifefto  of  his  fkill :  "  I,  Madam,  who  live 
at  a  variety  of  good  tables,  am  a  much  better  judge  of  cookery,  than  iny 
perfon  who  has  a  very  tolerable  cook,  but  lives  much  at  home ;  for  his  palate 
is  gradually  adapted  to  the  tafte  of  his  cook ;  whereas.  Madam,  in  trying  by 
a  wider  range,  I  can  more  exquifitely  judge."  When  invited  to  dine,  even  with 
an  intimate  friend,  he  was  not  pleafed  if  fomething  better  than  a  plain  dimmer 
was  not  prepared  for  him.  I  have  heard  him  fay  on  fuch  an  occifion,  '*  This 
was  a  good  dinner  enough,  to  be  fure ;  but  it  was  not  a  dinner  to  i^  a  man 
to."  On  the  other  hand,  he  was  wont  to  exprefs,  with  great  glee,  his  fatif- 
fadtion  when  he  had  been  entertained  quite  to  his  mind.  One  day  when  he 
had  dined  with  his  neighbour  and  landlord  in  Bolt-court,  Mr.  AUen,  the 
printer,  .whofe  old  houfekeeper  had  ftudied  his  tafte  in  every. thing,  he  pro- 
nounced  this  eulogy,  "  Sir,  we  could  not  have  had  a  better  dinner  had  there 
been  a  Synod  of  Cooks.** 

While  we  were  left  ,by  ourfelves,  after  the  Dutchman  had  gone  to  bed, 
JDr.  Johnfon  talked  of  that  ftudied  behaviour  which  many  have  recommended 
andpradtifed.  He  difapproved  of  it ;  and  faid,  "  Inever  confidercd  whether  I 
fliouid  be  a  grave  man,  or  a  merry  man,  but  juft  let  inclination,  for  the  time, 
have  its  courfc," 

He  flattered  me  with  fome  hopes  that  he  would,  in  the  courfe  of  the  follow- 
ing fummer,  come  over  to  Holland,  and  accompany  me  in  a  tour  through 
jhe  NetherJands. 

I  teized  him  with  fanciful  apprehenfions  of  unhappinefe.  A  moth  having 
fluttered  rownd  the  candle,  and  burnt  itfelf,  he  laid  hold  of  this  little  inci- 
<ient  to  admonilh  me  -,  faying,  with  a  fly  look,  and  in  a  folcmn  but  quiet 
tone,  "  That  creature  was  its  own  tormentor,  and  I  believe  its  name  was 

BOSWELL." 

Next  day  we  got  to  Harwich  to  dinner ;  and  my  paflage  in  the  packet- . 
boat  to  Helvoetfluys  being  fccured,  and  my  baggage  put  on  board,  we  dined 
at  our  inn  by  ourfelves.  I  happened  to  fay  it  would  be  terrible  if  he  fliould 
not  find  a  fpcedy  opportunity  of  returning  to  London,  and  be  confined  to  fo 
dull  a  place.  Johnson.  "  Don't,  Sir,  accuftom  yourfelf  to  ufe  big  woids 
for  little  matters.  It  would  nol  be  terrible^  though  I  were  to  be  detained 
ibme  time  here."    The  praftice  of  ufing  words  of  difproportionatc  magnitude. 
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tudc,  is,  no  doubt,  too  frequent  every  where ;  but,  I  think,  moft  remarkable      n^3* 
among  the  French,   of  which,  all  who  have  travelled  in  France  muft  have  ^tat.  ^4! 
been  ftruck  with  innumerable  inftances. 

We  went  and  looked  at  the  church,  and  having  gone  into  it  and  walked  up 
to  the  altar,  Johnfon,  whofe  piety  was  conftant  and  fervent,  fent  me  to  my 
knees,  faying,  "  Now  that  you  are  going  to  leave  your  native  country,  recom- 
mend yourfelf  to  the  proteftion  of  your  Creator  and  Redeemer." 

After  we  came  out  of  the  church,  we  flood  talking  for  fome  time  together 
of  Bilhop  Berkeley's  ingenious  fophiflry  to  prove  the  non-exiflence  of  matter, 
and  that  every  thing  in  the  univerfe  is  merely  ideal.  I  obferved,  that  though 
we  are  fatisfied  his  doftrine  is  not  true,  it  is  impofTible  to  refute  it.  I  never 
(hall  forget  the  alacrity  with  which  Johnfon  anfwered,  ftriking  h^  foot  with 
mighty  force  againfl:  a  large  flone,  till  he  rebounded  from  it,  'f^^c^te  it  fbus.** 
This  was  a  flout  exemplificarion  of  the  ^rfl  truths  of  Pere  Botiffier^  or  the 
original  principles  bf  Reid  and  of  Beattie ;  without  admitting  which,  we  can  no 
more  argue  in  metaphyficks,  than  we  can  argue  in  mathemaricks  without 
axioms.  To  me  it  is  not  conceivable  how  Berkeley  can  be  anfwered  by  pure 
reafoning.  But  I  know  that  the  nice  and  difficult  tafk  was  to  have  been  under- 
taken J^y  one  of  the  mofl  luminous  minds  of  the  prefent  age ;  had  not  politicks 
*'  turned  him  from  calm  philofophy  afide/*  What  an  admirable  difplay  of 
fubtilty,  united  with  brilliance,  might  his  contending  with  Berkeley  have 
afforded  us !  How  mufl  we,  when  we  refleft  on  the  lofs  of  fuch  an  Intel- 
ledhial  feafl,  regret  that  he  fhould  be  charafterifed  as  the  man, 

**  Who  born  for  the  univerfe  narrowed  his  mind, 

«*  And  to  party  gave  up  what  was  meant  for  mankind  ? " 

My  revered  friend  walked  down  with  me  to  the  beach,  where  we  embraced 
and  parted  with  tenderncfs,  and  engaged  to  correlpond  by  letters.  I  faid,  "  I 
hope.  Sir,  you  will  not  forget  me  in  my  abfence."  Johnson.  **  Nay,  Sir, 
it  is  more  likely  you  fhould  forget  me,  than  that  I  fhould  forget  you."  As 
the  vcffel  put  out  to  fea,  I  kept  my  eyes  upon  him  for  a  confiderable  time, 
while  he  remained  rolling  his  majeflick  frame  in  his  ufual  manner  >  at  lafl  I 
perceived  him  walk  back  into  the  town,  and  he  difappeared. 

Utrecht  feeming  at  firfl  very  dull  to  me,  after  the  animated  fcenes  of 
London,  my  fpirits  were  grievoufly  afFcftedi  and  I  wrote  to  Johnfon  a 
plaintive  and  defponding  letter,  to  which  he  paid  no  regard.  Afterwards, 
when  I  had  acquired  a  firmer  tone  of  mind,  I  wrote  him  a  fecond  letter, 
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'7^3-     cxprefling  much  anxiety  to  hear  from  him.    At  length  I  received  the  foUow- 
^tai,  54.  i^S  cpiftle,  which  was  of  important  fervice  to  me,  and,  I  trufl:>  will  be  fo 
alfo  to  many  others. 

ji  Mr.  Mr.  Boswell,  h  Id  Cour  de  VEmpereuty  Utrecht. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  YOU  are  not  to  think  yourfelf  forgotten,  or  criminally  negleded, 
that  you  have  had  yet  no  letter  from  me.  I  love  to  fee  my  friends,  to  heaf 
from  them,  to  talk  to  them,  and  to  talk  of  them  i  but  it  is  not  without  a 
confiderable  effort  of  refolution  that  I  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  write.  I  would 
not,  Jioweve^,  Igratify  my  own  indolence  by  the  omiffion  of  any  important 
duty,  or  2iiifhkiQt  of  real  kindnefs. 

"  To  tell  you  that  I  am  or  am  not  well,  that  I  have  or  have  not  been  in 
the  country,  that  I  drank  your  health  in  the  room  in  which  we  fat  laft  together, 
and  that  your  acquaintance  continue  to  fpeak  of  you  with  their  former  kind- 
nefs, topicks  with  which  thofe  letters  are  commonly  filled  which  are  written 
only  for  the  fake  of  writing,  I  feldom  (hall  think  worth  communicating  j  but 
if  I  can  have  it  in  my  power  to  calm  any  harraffing  difquiet,  to  excite  any 
virtuous  defire,  to  reftify  any  important  opinion,  or  fortify  any  generous  refo- 
lution, you  need  not  doubt  but  I  fhall  at  leafl:  wilh  to  prefer  the  pleafure  of 
gratifying  a  friend  much  lefs  efteemed  than  yourfelf,  before  the  gloomy  calm 
of  idle  vacancy.  Whether  I  fhall  eafily  arrive  at  an  exaft  punftuality  of 
correlpondence,  I  cannot  tell.  I  fhall,  at  prefent,  exped  that  you  will  receive 
this  in  return  for  two  which  I  have  had  from  you.  The  firfl,  indeed,  gave 
me  an  account  fo  hopelefs  of  die  ftate  of  your  mind,  that  it  hardly  admitted 
or  deferved  an  anfwer;  by  the  fecond  I  was  much  better  pleafed:  and  the 
pleafure  will  flill  be  increafed  by  fuch  a  narrative  of  the  progrefs  of  your 
ftudies,  as  may  evince  the  continuance  of  an  equal  and  rational  application  of 
your  mind  to  fome  ufeful  enquiry. 

«*  You  will,  perhaps,  wifh  to  afk,  what  fhidy  I  would  recommend.  I  fhall 
not  fpeak  of  theology,  becaufe  it  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  queftion 
whether  you  fhall  endeavour  to  know  the  will  of  God. 

"  I  fhall,  therefore,  confider  only  fuch  fludies  as  we  are  at  liberty  to  purfuc 

or  to  negleft ;  and  of  thefe  I  know  not  how  you  will  make  a  better  choice, 

than  by  ftudying  the  civil  law,  as  your  father  advifes,  and  the  ancient  languages, 

as  you  had  determined  for  yoiu-felf  i   at  leafl  refolve>  while  you  remain  in  any 
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fettled  rcfidcncc,  to  Ipcnd  a  certain  number  of  hours  every  day  amongft  yotir  «7^3* 
books.  The  diffipation  of  thought,  of  which  ypu  complain,  is  nothing  more  ISatT^j! 
than  the  vacillation  of  a  mind  fufpendcd  between  different  motives,  and 
changing  its  direftion  as  any  motive  gains  or  lofes  ftrength.  If  you  can  but 
kindle  in  your  mind  any  ftrong  defire,  if  you  can  but  keep  predominant  any 
wifh  for  ibme  particular  excellence  or  attainment,  the  gufts  of  imagination  will 
break  away,  witfiout  any  effedt  upon  your  conduct,  and  commonly  without 
any  traces  left  upon  the  memory. 

"  There  lurks,  perhaps,  in  every  human  heart  a  defire  of  diftindion, 
which  inclines  every  man  firft  to  hope,  and  then  to  believe,  that  Nature  has 
g^vcn  him  ibmething  peculiar  to  himfelf.  This  vanity  makes  one  mind  nurfe 
averfions,  and  another  aftuate  defires,  till  they  rife  by  art  much  above  their 
original  ftate  of  power ;  and  as  affeiftation,  in  time,  improves  to  habit,  they 
at  laft  tyrannife  over  him  who  at  firft  encouraged  them  only  for  ftxow.  Every 
defire  is  a  viper  in  the  bofom,  who,  while  he  was  chill,  was  harmleis ;  but 
when  warmth  gave  him  ftrength,  exerted  it  in  poifbn.  You  know  a  gentle- 
man, who,  when  firft  he  fct  his  foot  in  the  gay  world,  as  he  prepared  himfelf' 
to  whirl  in  the  vortex  of  pleafure,  imagined  a  total  indifference  and  univerfal 
negligence  to  be  the  moft  agreeable  concomitants  of  youth,  and  the  ftrongeft 
indication  of  an  airy  temper  and  a  quick  apprehenfion.  Vacant  to  every 
object  and  ienfible  of  every  impulfe,  he  thought  that  all  appearance  of  dili- 
gence would  deduft  fomething  from  the  reputation  ef  genius ;  and  hoped  that 
he  fhould  appear  to  attain,  amidft  all  the  eale  of  careleflhefs  and  all  the  tumult 
of  diverfion,  that  knowledge  and  thofe  accompliflimcnts  which  mortals  of  the 
common  fabrick  obtain  only  by  mute  abftraftion  and  folitary  drudgery*  He 
tried  this  fchemc  of  life  awhile,  was  made  weary  of  it  by  his  fenfe  and  his 
^rtue^  he  then  wifiied  to  return  to  his  ftudies ;  and  finding  long  habits  of  idle^ 
fiefs  and  pleafure  harder  to  be  cured  than  he  expefted,  ftill  willing  to  retain 
his  claim  to  fome  extraordinary  prerogatives,  refolved  the  common  confe- 
quences  of  irregularity  into  an  unalterable  decree  of  deftiny,  and  concluded 
that  Nature  had  originally  formed  him  incapable  of  rational  employment. 

^*  Let  all  fiich  fancies,  illufive  and  deftruftive,  be  banilhed  henceforward 
from  your  thoughts  for  ever.  Refolve,  and  keep  your  refolution ;  choofe, 
and  purfue  your  choice.  If  you  fpend  this  day  in  ftudy,  you  will  find  your- 
fclf  flill  more  able  to  ftudy  to-morrow  5  not  that  you  are  to.  exped  that  you 
fliall  at  once  obtain  a  complete  vidtory.  Depravity  is  not  very  eafily  over- 
come. Refolution  will  fometimes  relax,  and  diligence  wiD  fometimes  be 
interrupted  ^  but  let  no  accidental  furprize  or  deviation,  whether  ftiort  or  long, 
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difpofe  you  to  delpondency.  Confider  diefe  failings  as  incident  to  all  man- 
kind. Begin  again  where  you  left  off,  and  endeavour  to  avoid  the  feducements 
that  prevailed  over  you  before.    • 

**  This>  my  dear  Bofwell,  is  advice  which,  perhaps,  has  been  often  givea 
you,  and  given  you  without  efiedh  But  this  advice,  if  you  will  not  take  from 
odiers,  you  muft  take  from  your  own  refledtions,  if  you  purpofe  to  do  the 
duties  of  the  ftation  to  which  the  bounty  of  Providence  has  called  you. 

**  Let  me  have  a  long  letter  from  you  as  foon  as  you  can.     I  hope  you 

continue  your  journal,  and  enrich  it  with  many  obfervations  upon  the  country 

m  which  you  refide.     It  will  be  a  favour  if  you  can  get  me  any  books  in  the 

'  Frifick  language,  and  can  enquire  how  the  poor  are  maintained  in  the  Seven 

Provinces.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

*^  Your  moft  affedionate  fervant> 

•«  London,  Dec.  8,  I'je^,  SaM.  John  SON."* 

I  am  forry  to  obferve,  that  neither  in  my  own  minutes,  nor  in  my  letters  to 
Johnfon  which  have  been  preferved  by  him,  can  I  find  any  information  how 
the  poor  are  maintained  in  the  Seven  Provinces.  But  I  fhall  extra6t  from  one 
of  my  letters  what  I  learnt  concerning  the  other  fubjeft  of  his  curiofity.. 

**  I  have  made  all  poffible  enquiry  with  refpedfe  to  the  Frifick  language, 
and  find  that  it  has  been  lefs  cultivated  than  any  other  of  »the  northern  dialefts; 
a  certain  proof  of  which  is  their  deficiency  of  books.  Of  the  old  Frifick 
there  are  no  remains,  except  fome  ancient  laws  preferved  by  Schotanus  in  his 
*  Befehryvingi  van  die  Heerlykbeid  van  Friejlandi  and  his  '  Hijioria  Frifica* 
I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  find  thefe  books.  Profeflbr  Trotz,  who  formerly 
was  of  the  Univerfity  of  Vranyken,  in  Friefland,  and  is  at  prefent  preparing 
an  edition  of  all  the  Frifick  laws,  gave  me  this  information.  Of  the  modern 
Frifickj  or  what  is  fpoken  by  the  boors  at  this  day,  I  have  procured  a  fpeci- 
men.  It  is  *  Gijhert  Japix^s  RymelerU^  which  is  the  only  book  that  they 
have*  It  is  amazing,  that  they  have  no  tranflation  of  the  bible,  no  treatifes 
of  devotion,  nor  even  any  of  the  ballads  and  ftpry-books  which  are  fo  agree- 
able to  country  people.  You  fhall  have  Japix  by  the  firft  convenient  opportu- 
nity. I  doubt  not  to  pick  up  Schotanus.  Mynheer  Trotz  has  promifed  me  his 
afliftance." 
,-^64.  Early  in  1764.  Johnfon  paid  a  vifit  to  the  Langton  family,  at  their  feat  of 

Langton,  in  Lincolnlhire>  where  he  pafled  fome  time,  much  to  his  fatisfac- 
tion.  His  friend  Bennet  Langton,  it  will  not  be  doubted,  did  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  make  the  place  agreeable  to  fo  illuftrious  a  gueft ;  and  the  elder 
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Mr.  Langton  and  his  lady,  being  folly  capable  of  underftanding  his  value,  i764» 
were  not  wanting  in  attention.  He,  however,  told  nne,  that  old  Mr.  Langton,  ^^xsitc^. 
though  a  man  of  confiderable  learning,  had  fo  litde  allowance  to  make  fbr  his 
occafional  "  laxity  of  talk,"  that  becaufe  in  the  courfe  of  difcuffion  he  fome- 
times  mentioned  what  might  be  faid  in  favour  of  the  peculiar  tenets  of  the 
Romiflx  church,  he  went  to  his  grave  believing  him  to  be  of  that  com- 
munion. 

Johnfon,  during  his  ftay  at  Langton,  had  the  advantage  of  a  good  library^ 
and  faw  feveral  gendemen  of  the  neighbourhood.  I  have  obtained  from  Mr. 
Langton  the  following  particulars  of  this  period. 

He  was  now  foUy  convinced  that  he  could  not  have  been  fatisfied  with  a 
country  livings  for,  talking  of  a  relpcftable  clergyman  in  Lindolnlhire,  he 
obferved,  "  This  man.  Sir,  fills  up  the  duties  of  his  life  well.  I  approve  of 
him,  but  could  not  inriitate  him." 

To  a  lady  who  endeavoured  to  vindicate  herfelf  from  blame  for  neglefting 
focial  attention  to  worthy  neighbours,  by  faying,  "  I  would  go  to  them  if  it 
would  do  them  any  good  i"  he  faid,  "  What  good.  Madam,  do  you  expeft 
to  have  in  your  power  to  do  them  ?  It  is  fliewing  them  relpeft,  and  that  is 
doing  them  good." 

So  focially  accommodating  was  he,  that  once  when  Mr.  Langton  and  he 
were  driving  together  in  a  coach,  and  Mr.  Langton  complained  of  being  lick, 
he  infifted  that  they  fhould  go  out,  and  fit  on  the  back  of  it  in  the  open 
air,  which  they  did.  And  being  fenfible  how  ftrange  the  appearance  miift  be> 
obferved,  that  a  countryman  whom  they  faw  in  a  field  would  probably  be 
thinking,  "  If  thefe  two  madmen  ithould  come  down,  what  would  become  of 
me?" 

Soon  after  his  return  to  London,  which  was  in  February,  was  founded  that 
club  which  exifted  long  without  a  name,  but  at  Mr.  Garrick's  funeral  became 
diftinguiflied  by  the  title  of  The  Literary  Club.  •  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  had 
the  merit  of  being  the  firft  propofer  of  it,  to  which  Johnfon  acceded,  and  the 
original  members  were.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Dr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Edmund 
Burke,  Dr.  Nugent,  Mr.  Beauclerk>  Mr.  Langton,  Dr.  Goldfinitii,  Mr. 
Chamier,  Aid  Sir  John  Hawkins.  They  met  at  the  Turk's  Head^  in  Gerard- 
ftreet,  Soho,  one  evening  in  every  week,  at  feven;  and  generally  continued  their 
converlation  till  a  pretty  late  hour.  This  club  has  been  gradually  increafed,  and 
inftead  of  affembling  in  the  evening,,  they  now  dine  together  at  a  tavern  in  Dover- 
ftrcet,  once  a  fortnight,  during  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  Between  the  tinie 
of  its  formation,  and  the  time  at  which  this  work  is  paffing  through  the 
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prefs,  (1790,)  the  following  perfons,  now  dead,  were  menibcrs  of  it:  Mr> 
Dunning,  (afterwards  Lord  Aftiburton,)  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Garrick,  Dr.  Shipley 
Biihop  of  St.  Afaph,  Mr.  Vcfey,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Warton.  The  prefent 
members  arc.  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  Mn  Burke,  Mr.  Langton,  Dr.  Perqr 
Bifliop  of  Dromore,  Dr.  Barnard  Bifhop  of  Killaloe,  Dr.  Marlay  Biihop  of 
Clonfert,  Mr.  Fox,  Dr.  George  Fordyce,  Sir  William  Scott,  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks,  Sir  Charles  Bunbury,  Mr.  Windham  of  Norfolk,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr. 
Gibbon,  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  Lord  Charlemont,  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  Sir 
William  Jones,  Mr.  Colman,  Mr.  Steevens,  Dr.  Burney,  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton, 
Mr.  Malone,  Lord  Offory,  Lord  Spencer,  Lord  Lucan,  Lord  Palmerfton^ 
Lord  Elliot,  Lord  Macartney,  Mr.  Richard  Burke,  junior.  Sir  William 
Hamilton,  Dr.  Warren,  Mr.  Courtenay,  and  the  writer  of  this  account. 

Sir  John  Hawkins'  reprefents  himfelf  as  a  ^^ /eceder'*  from  this  focicty, 
and  afligns  as  the  reafon  of  his  *ywithdrawingl^  himfelf  from  it,  that  its  late 
hours  were  inconfiftent  with  his  domeftick  arrangements.  In  this  he  is  not 
accurate  j  for  the  fadt  was,  that  he  one  evening  attacked  Mr.  Burke  .in  fo  rude 
a  manner,  that  all  the  company  teftified  their  dilpleafure  j  and  at  dieir  next 
meeting  his  reception  was  fuch,  that  he  never  came  again  *. 

He  is  equally  inaccurate  with  relpeft  to  Mr.  Garrick,  of  whom  he  lays^ 
♦<  he  trufted  that  the  leaft  intimation  of  a  defire  to  come  among  us,  would 
procure  him  a  ready  admiffion  i  but  in  this  he  was  miftaken.  Johnfbn  con- 
fulted  me  upon  it  j  and  when  I  could  find  no  objeftion  to  receiving  him, 
exclaimed,—*  He  will  dilhirb  us  by  his  buffoonery  \ — ^and  afterwards  fo 
managed  matters,  that  he  was  never  formally  propofed,  and,  by  confequence, 
never  admitted  ^" 

In  juftice  both  to  Mr.  Garrick  and  Dr.  Johnfon,  I  think  it  neceflary  to 
reftify  this  mif-ftatement.  The  truth  is,  that  not  vtry  long  after  the  infti- 
tution  of  our  club.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  was  fpeaking  of  it  to  Garrick.  **  I 
like  it  much,  (faid  he,)  I  think  I  ftiall  be  of  you."  When  Sir  Jofhua  men- 
tioned this  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  he  was  much  difpleafed  with  the  aftor's  conceit. 
^*  Hill  be  of  us  J  (faid  Johnfon,)  how  does  he  know  we  will  permit  him  ?  The 
firfl  duke  in  England  has  no  right  to  hold  fuch  language.*'  However,  when 
Garrick  was  regularly  propofed  fome  time  afterwards,  Johnfon,  though  he 
had  taken  a  momentary  offence  at  his  arrogance,  warmly  and  kindly  fupportcd 
him,  and  he  was  accordingly  elefted,  was  a  mofl  agreeable  member,  and 
continued  to  attend  our  meetings  to  the  time  of  his  death* 

'    ^  Life  of  Johnfon,  p.  42  j.  ♦  From  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds. 

^  Life  of  Johnfon,  p.  425* 
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Mrs.  Piozzi*  has  alfo  giv^en  a  fimilar  mifreprefentation  of  John(bn*s  treat-      17^. 
mcnt  of  Garrick  in  this  particular,  as  if  he  had  ufcd  thefe  contemptuous  ^^JfTj( 
exprcflions ;   "  If  Garrick  does  apply.  Til  black-ball  him.—— Surely,  one 
ought  to  fit  in  a  fbciety  like  ours, 

'  Unelbow'd  by  a  gamefter,  pimp,  or  player." 

I  am  happy  to  be  enabled  by  fuch  unqueftionable  authority  as  that  of  Sir 
Jolhua  Reynolds,  as  well  as  from  my  own  knowledge,  to  vindicate  at  once 
the  heart  of  Johnfon  and  die  focial  merit  of  Garrick. 

In  this  year,  except  what  he  may  have  done  in  revifing  Shaklpeare,  we  do 
not  find  that  he  laboured  much  in  literature.  He  wrote  a  review  of  Grainger's 
*^  Sugar  Cane,  a  Poem,"  in  the  London  Chronicle.  He  told  me,  that  Dr. 
Percy  wrote  the  greateft  part  of  this  review;  but,  I  imagine,  he  did  noo 
recoiled  it  diftinftly,  for  it  appears  to  be  moftly,  if  not  altogether,  his  own. 
He  alfo  wrote  in  the  Critical  Review,  an  account  f  of  Goldfmith's  excellent 
poem,  «  The  Traveller." 

The  eafe  and  independence  to  which  he  had  at  laft  attained  by  royal  muni- 
ficence,  increafed  his  natural  indolence.  In  his  "  Meditations"  he  thus 
accufes  himfelf :  "  Good  Friday,  April  20,  1764.  I  have  made  no  reforma- 
tion ;  I  have  lived  totally  ufelefs,  more  fenfual  in  thought,  and  more  addided 
to  wine  and  meat^."  And  next  morning  he  thus  feelingly  complains :  "  My 
indolence,  fince  my  laft  reception  of  the  facrament,  has  funk  into  groflcr 
fluggiftinefs,  and  my  diffipation  Ipread  into  wilder  negligence.  My*  thoughts 
have  been  clouded  with  fenfuality  ^  and,  except  that  from  the  beginning  of  this 
year  I  have,  in  fome  meafure,  forborne  excefs  of  ftrong  drink,  my  appetites 
have  predominated  over  my  reafon.  A  kind  of  ftrange  oblivion  has  over- 
ipread  me,  fo  that  I  know  not  what  has  become  of  the  laft  year  i  and  perceive 
that  incidents  and  intelligence  pafs  over  me,  without  leaving  any  imprefllon.*' 
He  then  folemnly  fays,  "  This  is  not  the  Hfe  to  which  heaven  is  promifcd*  i*^ 
and  he  eameftly  refolves  on  amendment. 

It  was  his  cuftom  to  obferve  certain  days  with  a  pious  abftraftion;  viz. 
New-year's-day,  the  day  of  his  wife's  death.  Good  Friday,  Eafter-day,  and 
his  own  birth-day.  He  this  year  fays,  "  I  have  now  (pent  fifty-five  years  in 
refolving ;  having,  from  the  earlicft  time  almoft  that  I  can  repnember,  been 
forming  fchemes  of  a  better  life.  I  have  done  nothing.  The  need  of  doing, 
therefore,  is  prefling,  fmce  the  time  of  doing  is  ihort,     O  God,  ^ranr  me  to 

•  Letters  to  and  from  Dr.  Johnfon.     Vol.  II.  p.  278. 

'  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  50.  *  Ibid.  p.  5:^. 
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refolve  aright,  and  to  keep  my  refolutions,  for  Jesus  Christ's  fake.  Amcn^" 
Such  a  tendernefs  of  confcience,  fuch  a  fervent  defire  of  improvement,  will 
rarely  be  found.  It  is,  furely,  not  decent  in  thofe  who  are  hardened  in  indif- 
ference to  fpiritual  improvement,  to  treat  this  pious  anxiety  of  Johnfon  with 
contempt. 

About  this  time  he  was  afflifted  with  a  very  fevere  return  of  the  hypochon- 
driack  diforder,  which  was  ever  lurking  about  him.  He  was  fo  ill,  as,  not-* 
withftanding  his  remarkable  love  of  company,  to  be  entirely  averfe  to  fociety, 
tte  moil  fatal  fymptom  of  that  malady.  Dr.  Adams  told  me,  that,  as  an 
old  friend,  he  was  admitted  to  vifit  him,  and  that  he  found  him  in  a  deplorable 
ftate,  fighing,  groaning,  talking  to  himfclf,  and  reftlefsly  walking  from  room 
to  room.  He  then  ufcd  this  emphatical  expreffion  of  the  mifery  which  he  felt : 
.  ^*  I  would  confent  to  have  a  limb  amputated  to  recover  my  fpirits/' 

Talking  to  himfelf  was,  indeed,  one  of  his  fmgularities  ever  fincc  I  knew 
him.  I  was  certain  that  he  was  frequently  uttering  pious  ejaculations,  for 
fragments  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  have  been  diftinftly  overheard.  His  friend 
Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  of  whom  Churchill  fays, 

"  That  Davies  hath  a  very  pretty  wife :" 

when  Dr.  Johnfon  muttered  "  lead  us  not  into  temptation,*'  ufed  with  wag- 
gifh  and  gallant  humour  to  whifper  Mrs.  Davies,  "  You,  my  dear,  are  the 
caufe  of  this." 

He  had  another  particularity,  of  which  none  of  his  friends  ever  ventured 
to  afk  an  explanation.  It  appeajred  to  me  fome  fuperftitious  habit,  which 
he  had  contrafted  early,  and  from  which  he  had  never  called  upon  his 
reafon  to  dif-entangle  him.  This  was  his  anxious  care  to  go  out  or  in 
at  a  door  or  paflage,  by  a  certain  number  of  fteps  from  a  certain  point,  or 
at  leaft  fo  as  that  either  his  right  or  his  left  foot,  (I  am  not  certain  which,) 
ihouid  conftantly  make  the  firft  a6hial  movement  when  he  camp  clofe  to  the 
door  or  paffage.  Thus  I  conjefture :  for  I  have,  upon  innumerable  occafions, 
obferved  him  fuddenly  ftop,  and  then  feem  to  count  his  fteps  widi  a  deep 
earneflnefs  j  and  when  he  had  neglefted  or  gone  wro|ig  in  this  fort  of  magical 
movement,  I  have  feen  him  go  back  again,  put  himfelf  in  a  proper  pofture 
to  begin  the  ceremony,  and,  having  gone  through  it,  break  from  his  abftrac- 
tion,  walk  brifkly  on,  and  join  his  companion.  A  ftrange  inftance  of  fome- 
riling  of  this  nature,  even  when  on  horfeback,  happened  when  he  was  in  the 

•  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  58, 
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ifle  of  Sky  \    Sir  Joihua  Reynolds  has  obfcrved  him  to  go  a  good  way  about,      '7^4- 
rather  than  crofs  a  particular  alley  in  Leicefter-fields ;    but  this  Sir  Jofliua  ^t^t.  55. 
imputed  to  his  having  had  fome  difagreeable  recoUeftion  affociated  with  it. 

That  the  moft  minute  fingularities  which  belonged  to  him,  and  made  very 
obfcrvable  parts  of  his  appearance  and  manner,  may  not  be  omitted,  it  is 
requifite  to  mention,  that  while  talking  or  even  mufing  as  he  fat  in  his  chair, 
he  commonly  fhook  his  head  in  a  tremulous  manner,  movmg  his  body  back- 
wards and  forwards,  and  rubbing  his  left  knee  in  the  fame  diredion,  with  the 
palm  of  his  hand.  In  the  intervals  of  articulating  he  made  various  founds 
with  his  mouth,  fometimes  as  if  ruminating,  or  what  is  called  chewing  the  cud, 
fometimes  giving  a  half  whittle,  fometimes  making  his  tongue  play  backwards 
from  the  roof  of  his  mouth,  as  if  clucking  like  a  hen,  and  fometimes  pro- 
truding it  againft  his  upper  gums  in  front,  as  if  pronouncing  quickly  under 
his  breath,  foo,  too^  too:  all  this  accompanied  fometioies  with  a  thoughtful 
look,  but  more  frequendy  with  a  fmile-r 

I  am  fully  aware  how  very  obvious  an  occafion  I  here  give  for  the  fheer- 
ing  jocularity  of  fuch  as  have  no  reliih  of  an  exadt  likenefs ;  which,  to 
render  complete,  he  who  draws  it  mufl  not  difdain  the  flightefl  flrokes.  Bvf 
if  widings  fhould  be  inclined  to  attack  this  account^  let  them  have  the  candour 
to  quote  what  I  have  offered  in  my  defence. 

He  was  for  fome  time  in  the  fummer  at  Eafton  Maudit,  Northamptonfhirc, 
on  a  vifit  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Percy,  now  Bifhop  of  Dromore.  Whatever 
diffatisfaftion  he  felt  at  what  he  confidered  as  a  flow  progrefs  in  intellefhial 
improvement,  we  find  that  his  heart  was  tender,  and  his  afFedtions  warm,  as 
appears  from  the  following  very  kind  letter: 

^0  Jo-SHUA  Reynolds,  Efy,  in  Leicefter-Fieldsy  Londoru 

^^  Dear/Sir, 

"  I  DID  not  hear  of  your  ficknefs  till  I  heard  likewife  of  your  reco- 
very, and  -therefore  efcaped  that  part  of  your  pain,  which  every  man  mufl 
feel,  to  whom  you  are  known  as  you  are  known  to  me. 

"  Having  had  no  particular  account  of  your  diforder,  I  know  not  in  what 
flate  it  has  left  you-  If  the  amufement  of  my  company  can.  exhilarate  the 
languor  of  a  flow  recovery,  I  will  not  delay  a  day  to  come  to  you  i  for  I 
jcnow  not  how  I  can  fo  efFeftually  promote  my  own  pleafure  as  by  pleafing 

*  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  316. 
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you,  or  my  own  intereft  as  by  prcferving  you,  in  whom,  if  I  ihould  lofe  you, 
I  fhould  lofe  almoft  the  only  man  whom  I  call  a  friend. 

"  Pray  let  me  hear  of  you  from  yourfelf,  or  from  dear  Mifs  Reynolds. 
Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Mudge.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

*^  Your  moft  affeftionate 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  At  the  Rev.  Mr. Percy's,  at Eafton  ««  S  A M.  J O H N  SO n/* 

Maudir,  NorthamptonOiire,    (by    - 
Cafllc  Alhby,)  Aug.  19,  1764." 

1765.  Early  in  the  year  1765  he  paid  a  fhort  vifit  to  the  Univerfity  of  Cam- 

bridge, with  his  friend  Mr.  Beauclerk.  There  is  a  lively  pifturefque  account 
of  his  behaviour  on  this  vifit,  in  the  Gendeman*s  Magazine  for  March  1785, 
being  an  extradt  of  a  letter  from  the  late  Dr.  John  Sharp.  The  two  following 
fentences  are  very  charafteriftical :  "  He  drank  his  large  potations  of  tea  with 
me,  interrupted  by  many  an  indignant  contradiftion,  and  many  a  noble  fenti- 

jnent." *^  Several  perfons  got  into  his  company  the  laft  evening  at  Trinity, 

where,  about  twelve,  he  began  to  be  very  great  5  ftripped  poor  Mrs.  Macaulay 
to  the  very  fkin,  then  gave  her  for  his  toaft,  and  drank  her  in  two  bumpers.'* 

The  ftridtnefs'  of  his  felf-examination  and  fcrupulous  Chriftian  humility, 
appear  in  his  pious  meditation  oh  Eafter-day  this  year. — '^  I  purpofe  again  to 
partake  of  the  blefled  facrament;  yet  when  I  confider  how  vainly  I  have 
hitherto  refolved  at  this  annual  commemoration  of  my  Saviour's  death,  to 
regulate  my  life  by  his  laws,  I  am  almoft  afraid  to  renew  my  refolurions*." 

No  man  was  more  gratefully  fenfible  of  any  kindnefs  done  to  him  than 
Johnfon.  There  is  a  little  circumftance  in  his  diary  this  year,  which  fhews 
him  in  a  very  amiable  light. 

'^  July  2.  I  paid  Mr.  Simpfon '  ten  guineas,  which  he  had  formerly  lent 
m'e  in  my  neceffity,  and  for  which  Tetty  expreffed  her  gratitude." 

**  July  8:    rient  Mr.  Simpfon  ten  guineas  more/* 

Here  he  had  a  pleafing  opportunity  of  doing  the  fame  kindne&  to  an  old 
friend,  which  he  had  formerly  received  from  him.  Indeed  his  liberality  as  to 
money  was  very  remarkable.  The  next  article  in  his  diary  is,  "July  16,  I 
received  feventy-five  pounds.     Lent  Mn  Davies  twenty-five/* 

*  Prayers  and  Meditations^  p.  6i. 

^  Jofeph  Simpfon,  Efq.  mentioned  In  p.  1 88.  He  wrote  a  tragedy  entitled  '*  The  Patriot ;" 
in  which  Dr.  Johnfon  having  made  fome  corredions,  advantage  was  taken  of  this  circamflance 
after  his  death,  and  the  piece  falfely  publilhed  under  his  name, 
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He  appears  this  year  to  have  been  fcized  with  a  temporary  fit  of  ambition, 
for  he  had  thoughts  both  of  ftudying  law  and  of  engaging  in  politicks.  His 
"  Prayer  before  .the  Study  of  Law'*  is  truly  admirable : 

"  Sept.  26,  1765, 

*'  Almighty  God,  the  giver  of  wifdom,  without  whole  help  refolutions  arc 
vjdn,  without  whofe  blcfling  ftudy  is  ineffedtual ;  enable  me,  if  it  be  thy  will, 
to  attain  fuch  knowledge  as  may  qualify  me  to  direft  the  doubtful,  and  inftrudt 
the  ignorant ;  to  prevent  wrongs  and  terminate  contentions ;  and  grant  that  I 
may  ufe  that  knowledge  which  I  fhall  attain,  to  thy  glory  and  my  own  falva- 
tion,  for  Jesus  Christ's  fake.     Amen*." 

His  prayer  in  the  view  of  becoming  a  politician  is  entitled,  "  Engaging  in 
Politicks  with  H— — n,"  no  doubt  his  friend,  the  Right  Honourable 
William  Gerard  Hamilton,  for  whom,  during  a  long  acquaintance,  he  h^ 
a  great  efteem,  and  to  whofe  converfation  he  once  paid  this  high  compli- 
ment :  «^  I  am  very  unwilling  to  be  left  alone.  Sir,  and  therefore  I  go  with 
Tuy  company  down  the  firft  pair  of  flairs,  in  fbme  hopes  that  they  may,  per- 
haps, return  again.  I  go  with  you.  Sir,  as  far  as  the  flreet-door."  In  what 
particular  department  he  intended  to  engage  does  not  appear,  nor  can  Mr. 
Hamilton  explain.  His  prayer  is  in  general  terms.  *'  Enlighten  my  under- 
ftanding  with  knowledge  of  right,  and  govern  my  will  by  thy  laws,  that  no 
deceit  may  miflead  me,  nor  temptation  corrupt  me ;  that  I  may  always  endea- 
vour to  do  good,  and  hinder  evil  ^"  There  is  nothing  upon  the  fubjeft  in 
his  diary. 

'  This  year  was  diftinguilhed  by  his  being  introduced  into  the  family  of  Mr. 
Thrale,  one  of  the  mofl  eminent  brewers  in  England,  and  Member  of  Par- 
liament for  the  borough  of  Southwark.  Foreigners  are  not  a  little  amazed 
when  they  hear  of  brewers,  diflillers,  and  men  in  fimilar  departments  of  trade, 
held  fbrth  as  perfons  of  confiderable  confequence.  In  this  great  commercial 
country  it  is  natural  that  a  fituation  which  produces  much  wealth  ihould  be 
confidered  as  very  refpeftable ;  and,  no  doubt,  honeft  induflry  is  entitled  to 
cfleem.  But,  perhaps,  the  too  rapid  advance  of  men  of  low  extraftion  tends 
to  leflen  the  value  of  that  diftinftion  by  birth  and  gentility,  which  has  ever 
been  found  beneficial  to  the  grand  fcheme  of  fubordination.  Johnfbn  ufed  to 
give  this  account  of  the  rife  of  Mr.  Thrale's  father :  "  He  worked  at  fix 
fhillings  a  week  for  twenty  years  in  the  great  brewery,  which  afterwards  was 
his  own.     The  proprietor  of  it  had  an  only  daughter,  who  was  married  to  a 

♦  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  66.  '  Ibid.  p.  67. 

Mm  2  nobleman. 
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"7^J»  nobleman;  It  was  not  fit  that  a  peer  fliould  continue  the  bulinefs*'  On 
iEtatt  56,  the  old  man's  death,  therefore^  the  brewery  was  to  be  fold.  To  find  a  pur- 
chafer  for  fo  large  a  property  was  a  difficult  matter  ^  and,  after  fome  time, 
it  was  fuggefted,  that  it  would  be  advifeable  to  treat  with  Thrale,  a  fenfible, 
aftive,  honeft  man,  who  had  been  long  employed  in  the  houfe,  and  to  transfer 
the  whole  to  him  for  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  fecurity  being  taken  upon  the 
property.  T^is  was  accordingly  fettled.  In  eleven  years  Thrale  paid  the 
purchafe-money.  He  acquired  a  large  fortune,  and  lived  to  be  Member  of 
Parliament  for  Southwark.  But  what  was  moft  remarkable  was  the  liberality 
with  which  he  ufed  his  riches.  He  gave  his  fon  and  daughters  the  beft 
education.  The  efteem  which  his  good  conduft  procured  him  from  the 
nobleman  who  had  married  his  mailer's  daughter,  made  him  be  treated  with 
much  attention  j  and  his  fon,  both  at  fchool  and  at  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford, 
aflbciated  with  young  men  of  the  firft  rank.  His  allowance  from  his  father, 
after  he  left  college,  was  Iplendid  5  no  lefs  than  a  thoufand  a  year.  This,  in 
a  man  who  had  rifen  as  old  Thrale  did,  was  a  very  extraordinary  inftanee  of 
generofity.  He  ufed  to  fay,  '  If  this  young  dog  does  not  find  fo  much  after 
I  am  gone  as  he  expefts,  let  him  remember  that  he  has  had  a  great  deal  in 
my  own  time."  - 

The  fon,  though  in  affluent  cireumftances,  had  good  fenfe  enough  to  carry 
on  his  father's 'trade,  which  was  of  fuch  extent,  that  I  remember  he  once  told 
me,  he  would  not  quit  it  for  an  annuity  of  ten  thouland  a  yeai'  -,  "  Not  (faid 
he,)  that  I  get  ten  thDufand  a  year  by  it,  but  it  is  an  eftate  to  a  family.'* 
Having  left  daughters  only,  the  property  was  fold  for  the  immenfe  fum  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  -,  a  magnificent  proof  of  what  may  be  done 
by  fair  trade  in  no  long  period  of  time. 

There  may  be  fome  who  think  that  a  new  fyftem  of  gentility  might  be 
eftablifhed,  upon  principles  totally  different  vfrom  what  have  hitherto  prevailed. 
Our  prefent  heraldry,  it  may  be  faid,  is  fuited  to  the  barbarous  times  in 
which  it  had  its  origin.  It  is  chiefly  founded  upon  ferocious  merit,  upon 
military  excellence.  Why,  in  civilifed  times,  we  may  be  aflced,  fhould  there 
not  be  rank  and  honours,  upon  principles,,  which,  independent  of  long  cuftom, 
are  certainly  not  lefs  worthy,  and  which,  when  once  allowed  to  be  connefted 
with  elevation  and  precedency,  would  obtain  the  fame  dignity  in  our  imagi- 
nation ?  Why  fhould  not  the  knowledge,,  the  fkill,  the  expertnefs,  the 
afliduity,  and  the  Ipirited  hazards  of  trade  and  commerce,  when  crowned 
with  fuccefs*,  be  entitled  to  give  thofc  flattering  diftinftions  by  which  man- 
kind are  io  univerfally  c^tivated 

Such 
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Such  are  the  fpecious,  but  falfe  arguments  for  a  propofition  which  always      i7^5- 
will  find  numerous  advocates,  in  a  nation  where  men  are  every  day  ftarting  jEtat'  55! 
up  from  obfcurity  to  wealth.     To  refute  them  is  needlefs.     The  general  fenfe 
of  mankind  cries  out,    with  irrefiftible  fbrce,    "  Un  gentilhomme  eft  toujmrs 
gentilbomme.^^ 

Mr.  Thrale  had  married  Mifs  Hefther  Lynch  Salufbury,  of  good  Welch 
extraction,  a  ladjf  of  lively  talents,  improved  by  education.  That  Johnfon's 
introdudtion  into  Mr.  Thrale's  family,  which  contributed  fo  much  to  the 
happinefs  of  his  life,  was  owing  to  her  defire  for  his  converfation,  is  the  molt 
probable  and  general  fuppofition.  But  it  is  not  the  truth.  Mr.  Murphy, 
who  was  intimate  with  Mr.  Thrale,  having  Ipoken  very  highly  of  Dr. 
Johnfon,  he  was  rcquefted  to  make  them  acquainted.  This  being  mentioned 
to  Johnfon,  he  accepted  of  an  invitation  to  dinner  at  Thrale's,  and  was 
fo  much  pleafed  with  his  reception,  both  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale,  and  they 
fo  much  pleafed  with  him,  that  his  invitations  to  their  houfe  were  more  and 
more  frequent,  till  at  laft  he  became  one  of  the  family,  and  an  apartment 
was  appropriated  to  him,  both  in  their  houfe  m  Southwark,  and  in  their 
villa  at  Streatham. 

Johnfon  had  a  very  fincere  efteem  for  Mr.  Thrale  as  a  man  of  excellent 
principles,  a  good  fcholar,  well  (killed  in  trade,  of  a  found  underftanding,  and 
of  manners  fuch  as  prefented  the  charafter  of  a  plain  independent  Englifli 'Squire- 
As  this  family  will  frequently  be  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  the  following 
pages,  and  as  a  falfe  notion  has  prevailed  that  Mr.  Thrale  was  inferioyr,  and 
in  fome  degree  infignificant,  compared  with  Mrs.  Thrale,  it  may  be  proper  to 
give  a  true  ftate  of  the  cafe  from  the  authority  of  Johnfon  himfelf,.  in  his  own 
words. 

"  I  know  no  man  (faid  he,)  who  is  more  mafter  of  his  wife  and  family  than 
Thrale.  If  he  but  holds  up. a  finger,  he  is  obeyed.  It  is  a  great  miftake  to- 
fuppofe  that  fhe  is  above  him  in  literary  attainments.  She  is  more  flippant; 
but  he  has  ten  times  her  learning :  he  is  a  regular  fcholar ;  but  her  learning  is 
that  of  a  fchool-boy  in  one  of  the  lower  forms."  My  readers  may  naturally 
wifh  for  fome  reprefentation  of  the  figures  of  this  couple.  Mr.  Thrale  was  tall, 
well  proportioned,  and  ftately.  As  for  Madam,  or  my  Miftrefsy  by  which  epithets 
Johnfon  ufed  to  mention  Mrs.  Thrale,  fhe  was  Ihort,  plump,  and  brifk.  She 
has  herfclf  given  us  a  lively  view  of  the  idea  which  Johnfon  had  of  her  per- 
fon,  on  her  appearing  before  him  in  a  dark-coloured  gown :  "  You  little 
creatures  fliould  never  wear  thofe  fort  of  clothes,  however  i  they  are  unfiiit- 
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1 76 J.  able  in  every  way.  What !  have  not  all  infefts  gay  colours*  ?'*  Mr.  Thralc 
iitatTcd.  g^^^  his  wife  a.  liberal  indulgence,  both  in  the  choice  of  their  company,  and 
in  tjie  mode  of  entertaifaing  them.  He  underftood  and  valued  Johnfon,  with- 
out remiffion,  from  their  firft  acquaintance  to  the  day  of  .his  death.  Mrs. 
Thrale  was  enchanted  with  Johnfon's  converfation  for  its  own  fake,  and  had 
alfo  a  very  allowable  vanity  in  appearing  to  be  honoured  with  the  attention 
of  fo  celebrated  a  man. 

Nothing  could  be  more  fortunate  for  Johnfon  than,  this  connexion.  He 
had  at  Mr.  Thrale's^all  the  comforts  and  even  luxuries  of  life  j  his  melancholy 
;was  diverted,  and  his  irregular  habits  leffened  by  aflbciarion  with  an  agreeable 
and  well-ordered  family.  *  He  was  treated  with  the  utmoft  relpeft,  and  even 
afFeftion.  The  vivacity  of  Mrs.  Thrale's  literary  talk  roufed  him  to  cheerfiii- 
neis  and  exertion,  even  when  they  were  alone.  But  this  was  not  often  the 
cafe;  for  he  found  here  a  conftant  fucceffion  of  what  gave  him  the  higheft  enjoy- 
ment, the  fociety  of  the  learned,  the  witty,  and  the  eminent  in  every  way,  who 
were  aflembled  in  numerous  companies,  called  forth  his  wonderful  powers,  and 
gratified  him  with  admiration,  to  which  no  man  could  be  infenfible. 

In  the  Oftober  of  this  year  he  at  length  gave  to  the  world  his  edition  of 
Shakfpeare,  which,  if  it  had  no  other  merit  but  that  of  producing  his  Preface, 
.  in  which  the  excellencies  and  defefts  of  that  immortal  bard  are  difplayed  with 
a  mafterly  hand,  the  nation  would  have  had  no  reafon  to  complain.  A  blind 
indifcriminate  admiration  of  Shakfpeare  had  expofed  the  Britifh  nation  to  the 
ridicule  of  foreigners.  Johnfon,  by  candidly  admitting  the  faults  of  his  poet, 
had  the  more  credit  in  bellowing  on  him  deferved  and  indilputable  praifc ;  and 
<ioubdefs  none  of  all  his  panegyrifts  have  done  him  half  fo  much  honour. 
Their  praife  was,  like  that  of  a  counfel,  upon  his  own  fide  of  the  caufe : 
Johnfon's  was  like  the  grave,  well  confidered,  and  impartial  opinion  of  the 
judge,  which  falls  from  his  lips  with  weight,  and  is  received  with  reverence. 
What  he  did  as  a  commentator  has  no  fmall  fhare  of  merit,  though  his 
refearches  were  not  fo  ample,  and  his  inveftigations  fo  acute .  as  they  might 
have  been,  which  we  now  certainly  know  from  the  labours  of  other  able- and 
ingenious  criticks  who  have  followed  him.  He  has  enriched  his  edition  with  a 
concife  account  of  each  play,  and  of  its  charafteriftick  excellence.  Many  of  his 
notes  have  illuftrated  obfcurities  in  the  text,  and  placed  puflages  eminent  for 
beauty  in  a  more  confpicuous  light ;  and  he  has,  in  general,  exhibited  fuch  a 
jnode  of  annotation,  as  may  be  beneficial  to  all  fubfequent  editors* 

?  Mrs.  Piozzi's  Anecdotes,  p.  270. 
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His  Shaklpeare,  was  virulently  attacjted  by  Mr.  William  Kenrick,  who      1765. 
©brained  the  degree  of  LL,D.  from  a  Scotch  Univerfity,  and  wrote  for  the  *^f  .5^ 
bookfellers  in  a  great  variety  of  branches.    Though  he  certainly  was  not  with*^ 
out  confiderable  merits,  he  wrote  witbfb  litde  regard  to  principle  and  decorum,, 
and  in  fo  hafly  x  manner,  that^his  rq>utation  was  neither  extenfive  nor  lading. 
I  remember  one  evening,,  when  fome  of  his  works  were  mentioned.  Dr.. 
Goldfmith  faid,   he  had  never  heard  of  them  -,    upon  whiclv  Dn  Johnfbn 
obferved,  *'  Sir,  he  is  one  of  the  many  who  have  made  themfclves  puilick,, 
without  making  themfclves  hnown'.^ 

A  young  ftudent  of  Oxford,  of  the  name  of  Barclay,,  wrote  an:  anfwer  to 
Kenrick's  review^  o£  Johnfon!s  Shakipeare*  Johnfoa  was  at  firft  angry  that 
Kenrick*s  attack  fliould  have  the  credit  of  an  anfwer*  But  afterwards^  con* 
fidering  the  young*  man's  ^>od  intention,  he  kindly  noticed  him,  and  probably 
would  have  done  more,,  had  not  the  young  man  died* 

.  In  his  Preface  to  Shakfpeare^X^hnfon  treated  Voltaire  very  contemptuoufly,. 
obfcrving,  upon  fome  o£  his  remarks^  **  Thefc  are  the  petty  criticifms  of 
petty  wits."  Voltaire,,  in  revenge,,  made  an  attack  upon  Johnfon,  in  one  of 
his  numerous  literary  fallies,  which  I  remember  to  have  read;  bu^ there  being 
no  general  index  to  his  voluminous  works,  have  ftarchcd  for  it  in  vain,  and 
therefore  cannot  quote  it. 

Voltaire  was  an  antagpnift  with  whom  I  thought  Johnfon  fhouldnotdifoaia 
to  contend;  I  preffed.  him  to  anfwer.  He  faid,  he  perhaps  might:  but  he 
never  did» 

Mr.  Bumey  having  occafion  to  write  to  Johnfon  for  fome  receipts  for 
fiibfcriptions  to  his  Shakfpeare,  which  Johnfon  had  omitted  to  deliver,  when 
the  money  was  paid,  he  availed  himfclf  of  that  opportunity  of  thanking  Johnfon 
for  the  great  plfeafure  which  he  had  received  from  the  perufal  of  his  Preface  to 
Shakfpeare  i  which  although  it  'excited  much  clamour  againft  him  at  firft,  is 
now  juftly  ranked  among  the  moft  excellent  of  his  writings.  To  this  letter^ 
Johnfon  returned  the  following  anfwer  t. 

,?i  Charles  Burnev,  Efi.  in  Toland-fireet.. 

"Sir,. 

"  I  AM  forry  that  your  kindnefe  to  me  has  brought  upon  you  fo  much' 
trouble,,  though  you  have  taken  care  to  abate  that  forrow,  by  the  pleaiure 
which  J  receive  from  your  approbation.  I  defend  my  criticifm  in  the  fame 
manner  with  you.    We  muft  confeis  the  &ults  of  our  favourite,  to  g^in  credit? 
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to  our  praifc  of  hi^  excellencies.  He  that  claims^  either  in  himfclf  or  Tor 
another,  the  honours  of  perfedtion,  willfurely  injure  the  reputation  which  lie 
defigns  to  aflift. 

"  Bcplcafed  to  make  my  compliments  to  your  femily.    I  am.  Sir, 

^'  Your  moft  obliged 

^^  And  moft  humble  fervant, 
«  Oa  46,  n6^  S^  ^^  Johnson/" 

Trinity  College,  Dublin,  ^fthls  fimefurprized  Johnfon  with  a  fpontaneoot 
ccompliment  of  the  higheft  academical  honours,  by  creating  him  Doftor  of 
l^aws.     The  diploma,  which  is  in  my  poffeffion,  is  as  follows : 

•"  OMm'BV^vBqKiKprKfmtesmgr^penmmnt^fobttem.  Nos  Prop*- 
Jitts  a  SecH/eniores  Cillegu  JacrofMa^e  it  individaa  Trinitatis  Repn*  ESzatetbif 
Juxf'a  Dulrlin,  tejhmur,  Samiteli  Johnfon,  JrmgerOy  ob  egregiamfor^orum  ekgantiam 
M  utilitatemy  gratiam  ^OHetffmfu^t  fro  ^aduHoSoratus  in  utroque  Jure,  oSUetM 

die  Juliiy  Armo  Domitti  millefmo  foptiftgmefim  Jexagj^mo-qmtto.  bt  cujut  ret 
•  teftimemum- fmgularm  mmus  At  fi^hm  ipi»  iti  hifat  •uimur  apfxfitimui  vtc^nn 

iertio  die  Julii,  jluno  Domini  mlI<fim//iftifigMt^mfoxag^mo-piinto. 

<5uL.  Clement,         Fjian.  Andrews.        R,  Murhav. 
Tho.  Wilson.  Pray^,  Rob"".  Law. 

Tho.  Lelanix.  Mich.  Kearney.'* 

This  anfolrcitcd  mark  of  aiffijpaiofl,  conferred  on  fo-  great  a  literary  cha- 
•Tafter,  did  much  honour  to  the  judgement  and  liberal  4>irit  of  that  learned 
^body.  Johnfon  acknowledged  die  favour  m  a  letter  to  Dr,  Lcland,  one  of 
their  number  j  but  I  have  not  b^en  able  to  obtain  a  copy  of  it. 

Bodi  in  1764  and  1765  it  fhodd  feem  that  he  was  fo  bufily  employed 
widi  his  edidon  of  Shakfpeare,  as  to  have  had  litdc  Icifurc  for  any  other 
literary  exerdon»  or,  indeed,  even  for  private  corr^fpondence,  H*  did  not 
:favour  me  with  a  finglc  letter  for  moi;*;  than  two  years,  for  which  it  wiU 
appear  that  he  afterwards  apologifed. 

He  was,  however,  at  all  times  fcady  to  give  affiftance  to  his  friends,  and 
od»ers,  in  revifrng  thek  works,  and  in  writing-  for  d»em,  or  gready  improving 
d^ir  Dedications.  In  that  co«rcfy  fpccie*  of  compofmon  no  marr  exceHcd 
*>r.  Johnfon.  Though  the  loftinef*  of  his  mind  prevented  himYrom  ever 
^dicat«5  w  Iji*  own  pcribn.  he  wrote. »  wi^grca*  number  of  Dedications 
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for  others.  Some  of  thcfe,  the  perlbns  who  were  favoured  with  thcrti  are  ^7^6. 
unwilling  fliould  be  nnentioned,  from  a  too  anxious  apprehenfion^  as  I  think>  ^^at.  57, 
that  they  might  be  fufpeftcd  of  having  received  larger  afTiftance  ;  and  fome^ 
after  all  the  diligence  I  have  beftowed,  have  cfcaped  my  inqiJiries.  He  told 
me,  a  great  many  years  ago,  "  he  believed  he  had  dedicated  to  all  the  Royal 
Family  round  "  and  it  was  indifferent  to  him  what  was  the  fiibjefl:  of  the 
work  dedicated,  provided  it  were  innocent.  He  once  dedicated  fome  Mufick 
for  the  German  Flute  to  Edward  Duke  of  York.  In  writing  DedicaticMis  for 
othcrs>  he  confidered  himfelf  as  by  no  means  (peaking  his  own  fentiments^ 

Notwithftanding  his  long  filence,  I  never  omitted  to  write  to  him  when  1 
had  any  thing  worthy  of  communicating.  I  generally  kept  copies  of  my 
letters  to  him,  that  I  might  have  a  full  view  of  our  corrcfpondence,  and 
never  be  at  a  lofs  to  underfland  any  reference  in  his  letters.  He.  kept  the 
greater  part  of  mine  very  carefully ;  and  a  Ihort  time  before  his  death  was 
attentive  enough  to  feal  them  up  in  bundles,  and  order  them  to  be  delivered 
to  me,  which  was  accordingly  done.  Amongft  theni  I  found  one,  of  which 
I  had  not  made  a  copy,  and  which  I  own  I  read  with  pleafure  at  the  diftance 
of  almofl:  twenty  years.  It  is  dated  November,  1765,  at  the  palace  of 
Fafcal  Paoli,  in  Corte,  the  capital  of  Corfica,  and  is  full  of  generous  enthu*- 
fiafm.  After  giving  a  (ketch  of  what  I  had  feen  and  heard  in  that  jfland,  it 
proceeded  thus :  ^*  I  dare  to  call  this  a  fpirited  tour*  I  dare  to  challenge  your 
approbation." 

This  letter  produced  the  fi^owing  anfwer^  which  I  found  on  my  arrival 
at  Paris^ 

jiM-^  Mr^  BosWsiL>  <bez  Mr.  Watbr6>  BMjuier,  i ParUk 

«  Deah  Sir, 

«  APOLOGIES  are  feldom  of  any  ufe.  We  will  delay  till  your 
drrival  the  reafons,  good  or  bad,  which  have  made  me  fuch  a  fparing  and 
ungraceful  correfpondenL  Be  affured^  for  the  pre(ent>  that  nothing  has  leJSened 
cither  the  ef!eem  or  love  with  which  I  difmifTed  you  at  Harwich*  Both  have 
been  iricreafed  by  all  that  I  have  been  told  of  you  by  yourfelf  or  others;  and 
when  you  return*  you  will  return  to  an  unaltered,  and,  I  hope*  unalterable 
friend. 

*^  All  that  you  have  to  fear  from  me  Is  the  vexation  of  dilappointing  me. 
No  man  loves  to  fruflratc  expeftations  which  have  been  formed  in  his  favours 
and  the  pleafure  which  I  promiie  myfelf  from  your  journals  and  remarks  is 
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fo  great,  that  perhaps  no  degree  of  attention  or  difcernment  will  be  fufficient 
to  afFord  it. 

"  Come  hoD«?>  however,  and  take  your  chance.  I  long  to  fee  you,  and  ta 
hear  you;  and  hope  that  we  fhall  not  be  fo  long  feparated  again.  Come  home,, 
and  expeft  fuch  a  welcome  as  is  due  to  him,  whom  a  wife  and  noble  curiofit/; 
has  led>  where  perhaps  no  native  of  this  country  ever  was  before- 

<^  I  have  no  news  to  tell  you  that  can  deferve  your  notice ;  nor  would  V 
willingly  leflcn  the  pleafure  that  any  novelty  may  give  you  at  your  return^ 
I  am  afraid  we  fhall  find  it  diiEcult  to  keep  among  us  a  mind  which  has  been* 
fo  long  feafted  with  variety.   But  let  us  try  what  efteem  and  kindnefe  can  efFeA. 

*^  As  your  father's  liberality  has  indulged  you  with  fo  long  a  ramble,  I  doubtr 
not  but  you  will  think  his  ficknefs,  or  even  his  defire  to  fee  you,,  a  fufiicient 
rcafon  for  haftening  your  return.  The  longer  we  live,  and  the  more  we  thinks 
the  higher  value  we  leara  to  put  on  the  friendfliip  and  tendernefs  of  parents- 
and  of  friends.  Parents  we  can  have  but  once;  and  he  promifes himfelf  too 
much,  who  enters  life  with,  the  expedtation  of  finding  many  friends..  Upom 
Ibme  motive,.  I  hope,  that  you  will  be  here  foon ;  and  am  willing  to  think, 
that  it  will  be  an  inducement  to  your  return^  that  it  is  fincerely  deliredi 
by,,  dear  Sir, 

*'  Your  affedtionatc  humble  fervant,. 

«•  Johnfon*s.court,  Elcct-ftrect^  Sam»  JohksON.*^ 

Jmuary  14*  l^66. 

I  returned  to  London  in  Ftbruaryj  and  found  Dr.  Johnfbn  in  a  good  houfb 
in  Johnfon's-court,  Fleet-ftrcet,  in  which  he  had  accommodated  Mifs  Williams', 
with  an  apartment  on  the  ground  floor,  while  Mr.  Levett  occupied  his  poft  ia* 
the  garret:  his  faithfiil  Francis  was  ftill  attending  upon  him.  He  received  me 
with  much  kindncls.  The  fragments  of  our  firft  converfation,,  which  I  have 
preferved,  arc  thefe :  1  told  him  that  Voltaire,  in  ar  converfation  with  me,  had: 
diftinguilhed  Pope  and  Dryden  thus:—"  Pope  drives  a  handfome  chariot,  with, 
a  couple  of  neat  trim  nags  j  Djyden  a^  coach,  and  fi^x  ftately  horfes."  Johnson., 
•*  Why,  Sir,  the  truth  is,  they  both  drive  coaches  and  fix ;  but  Dryden's. 
l^orfes  are  either  galloping  or  (tumbling:  Pope's  go  at  afteady  even  trot^'* 

7  It  is  xemackablei,  that  Mr.  Gray  has  employed  fomewjiat  the  fame  image  to  chara&riia^ 
Dfydbu    HCj  indeed,  furnifhes  his  car  wiih  but  two  hories ;  hot  they  are  of  ethereal  race : 
<<  Behold  where  DiydcA's  lefs  preTumptuoaacara. 
**  Wide  o'er  the  fields  of  glory  bear 
•«  Two  eoQfffers  of  ethereal  race, 
"  With  necks  in  thunder  doath'd^.  and  long-refounding  pace." 

Odi  m  tbt  Frogreft  of  Foejj^ 
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He  feid  of  GokUinith's  Traveller,  which  had  been  publiflied  m  my  abfcnce, 
«'  There  has  not  been  fo  fine  a  poem  fince  Pope's  time/' 

And  here  it  is  proper  to  fettle,  with  authentick  precifion,  what  has  long 
floated  in  publick  report,  as  to  Johnfon's  being  himfelf  the  authour  of  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  diat  poem.  Much,  no  doubt,  both  of  the  fentiments  and 
expreflion,  were  derived  from  converfation  with  him;  and  it  was  certainly 
fubmitted  to  his  friendly  revifion:  but  in  the  year  1783,  he,  at  my  requeft, 
marked  with  a  pencil  the  lines  which  he  had  furnifhed,  which  are  only 
line  420, 

^^  To  flop  too  fearful,  .and  too  faint  to  go  j'* 

and  the  concluding  ten  lines,  excgpt  the  laft  couplet  but  one,  which  I  diflin- 
guifh  by  the  Italick  charafter : 

'^  How  fmall  of  all  that  human  hearts  endure, 

*^  That  part  which  kings  or  laws  can  cauie  or  cure. 

"  Still  to  ourfelves  in  every  place  conlign'd, 

"  Our  own  felicity  we  make  or  find ; 

*^  With  fecret  courfe,  which  no  loud  florms  annoy, 

^^  Glides  the  fmooth  current  of  domeflick  joy. 

*^  The  liftid  axe,  the  agonizing  wheel, 

*^  Luke's  iron  crown,  and  Damien's  bed  of  fteel, 

**  To  men  remote  from  power,  but  rarely  known, 

^  Leave  reafon,  faith,  and  confcience,  all  our  own." 

He  added,  "  Thefe  are  all  of  which  I  can  be  fure."  They  bear  a  fmall 
proportion  to  the  whole,  which  confifts  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
verfes.  Goldfmith,  in  the  couplet  which  he  infertpd,  mentions  Luke  as  a 
perfon  well  known,  and  fuperficial  readers  have  pafTed  it  over  quite  Imoothly ; 
while  thofe  of  more  attention  have  been  as  much  perplexed  by  Luke,  as  by 
Lydiat,  in  <'  The  Vanity  of  human  Willies,"  The  truth  is,  that  Goldfmith 
himfelf  was  in  a  miftake.  In  the  **  Refpublica  Hungarica,''  there  is  an  account 
of  a  delperate  rebellion  in  the  year*  15 14,  headed  by  two  brothers^  of  the 
jiame  of  Zeck,  George  and  Luke.  When  it  was  quelled,  George,  not  Luke, 
was  puniihed  by  his  head  being  encircled  with  a  red  hot  iron  crown :  "  corona 
rondejcente  ferred  cfyrmatur.^^  The  fame  feverity  of  torture  was  exercifed  on  the 
Earl  of  Atho],  one  of  the  murderers  of  King  James  I.  of  Scotland. 

N  n  a  Dr. 
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1766.         Dr.  Johnfon  at  the  fame  time  favoured  me  by  marking  the  Imes  which  he 
£t2iu5^7.  ^milhed  to  Goldfmith's  <*  Deferted  Village/*  which  are  only  the  four  laft  i 

•*  That  trade's  proud  empire  haftes  to  fwift  decay> 
"  As  ocean  fweeps  the  laboured  mole  away : 
"  While  felfr-dependent  power  can  time  defy, 
**  As  rocks  refift  the  billows  dnd  the  fky/* 

Talking  of  education,  "  People  have  now  a-days,  (faid  he,)  got  a  ftrange 
opinion  that  every  thing  fliould  be  taught  by  leftures.  Now,  I  cannot  fee  that 
leftures  can  do  fo  much  good  as  reading  the  books  from  which  the  lectures, 
are  taken.  I  know  nothing  that  can  be  befl:  taught  by  leftures,  except  where 
experiments  are  to  be  fhewn.  You  may  teach  chymiftry  by  leftures. — ^You 
might  teach  niaking  of  flioes  by  leftures  ! " 

At  night  I  fupped  with  him  at  the  Mitre  tavern,  that  we  might  renew  our 
Ibcial  intimacy  at  the  original  place  of  meeting.  But  there  was  now  a  con- 
fiderablc  difference  in  his  way  of  living.  Having  had  an  illnefs,  in  which  he 
was  advifed  to  leave  off  wine,  he  had,  from  that  period,  continued  to  abftain 
from  it,  and  drank  only  water,  or  lemonade. 

I  told  him  that  a  foreign  friend  of  his,  whom  I  had  met  with  abroad,  was 
fo  wretchedly  perverted  to  infidelity,  that  he  treated  the  hppes  of  immortality 
with  brutal  levity;  and  faid,  *^  As  man  dies  like  a  -dog,  let  him  lie  like  a 
dog."  Johnson.  "  j^  he  dies  like  a  dog,  let  him  lie  like  a  dog.'*  I  added,, 
that  this  man  faid  to  me,  **  I  hate  mankind,  for  I  think  myfelf  one  of  the  beft 
of  them,  and  I  know  how  bad  I  am."  Johnson.  **  Sir,  he  mufl  be  very 
Angular  in  his  opinion,  if  he  thinks  himfelf  one  of  the  beft  of  men ;  for  pone  of 
his  friends  think  him  fo."  He  faid,  "  No  honeft  man  could  be  a  Deift  |  for  no 
man  could  be  fo  after  a  fair  examination  of  the  proofs  of  Chriflianity,"  I 
named* HiMtie.  Johnson.  *^  No,  Sir;  Hume  owned  ta  a  clergyman  in  the 
bifhoprick  of  Durham,  that  he  had  never  read  the  New  Teftament  with  atten- 
tion." I  mentioned  Hume's  notion,  that  all  who  are  happy  are  equally  happy; 
a  litde  mifs  with  a  new  gown  at  a  dancing-fchool  ball,  a  general  at  the  head 
of  a  viftorious  army^  and  an  orator^  after  having  made  an  eloquent  fpeech  in  a 
great  affembly.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  all  who  are  happy,  are  equally  happy, 
is  not  true.  A  peafant  and  a  philofopher  may  be  equally  fatisfied^  but  not 
equally  happy.  Happinefs  confifls  in  the  multiplicity  of  agreeable  confciouf- 
nefs.  A  peafant  has  not  capacity  for  having  equal  happinefs  with  a  philofo* 
phen"    I  remember  this  very  queftion  very  happily  illuftrated  in  oppofition  to 
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Hume,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Robert  Brown,  at  Utrecht,  . "  A  fmall  drinking     i?^^* 
glafs  and  a  large  one,  (faid  he,)  may  be  equally  fiilli  but  the  large  one  holds  ^[[[JfTj^.. 
more  than  the  fmall-" 

Dr.  Johnfon  was  very  kind  this  evening,  and  faid  to  me,  "  You  have  now 
lived  five-and-twenty  years,  and  you  have  employed  them  well."  "  Alas, 
Sir,  (faid  I,)  I  fear  not.  Do  I  know  hiftory  ?  Do  I  know  mathemaricks  ? 
Do  I  know  law  ? "  Johnson.  '*  Why,  Sir,  though  you  may  know  no  fcience 
ib  well  as  to  be  able  to  teach  it,  and  no  profeffion  fo  well  as  to  be  able  to 
follow  it,  your  general  mafs  of  knowledge  of  books  and  men  renders  you 
very  capable  to  make  yourfelf  matter  of  any  fcience,  or  fit  yourfelf  for  any 
profeffion."  I  mentioned  that  a  gay  friend  had  advifed  me  againft  being  a 
lawyer,  becaufe  I  fhould  be  excelled  by  plodding  blockheads.  Johnson. 
**  Why,  Sir>  in  the  formulary  and  ftatutory  part  of  law,  a  plodding  block* 
head  may  excel  ^  but  in  the  ingenious  and  rational  part  of  it  a  [Nodding 
blockhead  can  never  excel.'* 

I  talked  gf  the  mode  adopted  by  fome  to  rife  in  the  world,  by  courting 
great  men,  and  aflced  him  whether  he  had  ever  fubmitted  to  it,  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  I  never  was  near  enough  to  great  men  to  court  them.  You  may 
be  prudendy  attached  to  great  men,  and  yet  independent.  You  are  not  to  do 
what  you  think  wrong;  and.  Sir,  you  are  to  calculate  and  not  pay  too. dear 
for  what  you  get.  You  muft  not  ^ve  a  (hilling's  worth  of  court  for  fix-pence 
worth  of  good.  But  if  you  can  get  a  (hilling's  worth  of  good  for  fix-pence 
worth  of  court,  you  are  a  fool  if  you  do  not  pay  court." 

He  faid,  "  If  convents  fhould  be  allowed  at  all,  they  fhould  only  be, 
retreats  for  perfons  unable  to  ferve  the  publick,  or  who  have  ferved  it.  It  is 
our  firft  duty  to  ferve  fociety,  and,  after  we  have  done  that,  we  may  attend 
wholly  to  the  falvation  of  our  own  fouls.  A  youthful  palfion  for  abftradted 
devotion  fhould  not  be  encouraged." 

I  introduced  the  fubjeft  of  fecond  fight,  and  other  myfterious  manifeffcations  1 
the  fulfilment  of  which,  I  fuggefled  might  happen  by  chance.  Johnson.  "  Yes, 
Sir;  but  they  have  happened  fo  often,  that  mankind  have  agreed  to  think 
them  not  fortuitous." 

I  talked  to  him  a  great  deal  of  what  I  had  feen  in  Corfica,  and  of  my 
intention  to  publifh  an  account  of  it.  He  encouraged  me  by  faying,  "  You 
cannot  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  fubjeft ;  but  all  that  you  tell  us  will  be  new  to 
us.     Give  us  as  many  anecdotes  as  you  can." 

Our  next  meedng  at  the  Mitre  was  on  Saturday  the  1 5  th  of  February,  when  I 
prcfcnted  to  him  my  old  and  moft  intimate  friend,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Temple, 
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rhtn  of  Cambridgfei  I  having  mentioned  Aat  I  had  paficd  Tome  time  with 
Roufifeau  in  his  wild  retreat,  and  having  quoted  fonne  remark  made  by  Mr. 
Wilkes,  with  whom  I  had  Ipent  many  pleafant  hours  in  Italy,  Johnfon  faid, 
(fercaftically,)  ^'  It  leems,  Sir,  you  have  kept  very  good  company  abroad, 
Rouffeau  and  Wilkes  ! "  Thinking  it  enough  to  defend  one  at  a  time,  I  faid 
nothing  as  to  my  gay*  friend,  but  anfwef^d  with  a  fmile,  "  My  dear  Sir,  you 
don't  call  Roufleau  bad  company.  Do  you  really  thihk  him  a  bad  man?" 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  you  are  talking  jeftingly  of  this,  I  don't  talk  with  you.  If 
you  mean  to  be  ferious,  I  think  him  one  of  the  worft  of  men;  a  rafcal,  who 
ought  to  be  hunted  out  of  fociety,  as  he  has  been.  Three  or  four  nations  have  ex- 
pelled him ;  and  it  is  a  (hame  that  he  is  protefted  in  this  country."  BoswfiLL. 
^*  I  don't  deny.  Sir,  but  that  his  novel  may,  periiaps,  do  harm ;  but  I  cannot 
think  his  intention  was  bad."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  will  not  do,  JWe  cannoft 
prove  any  man's  intention  to  be  bad.  You  may  (hoot  a  map  through  the 
head,  and  fay  you  intended  to  mifs  him  j  but  the  Judge  will  order  you  to  be 
hanged.  An  alledged  want  of  intention,  when  evil  is  comrtiitted,  will  not  be 
allowed  in  a  court  of  juftice.  Roufleau,  Sir,  is  a  very  bad  man.  I  would 
fooner  fign  a  fentence  for  his  tranlportation,  than  that  of  any  felon  who  has 
gone  from  the  Old  Bailey  thefe  many  years.  Yes,  I  ihould  like  to  have  him 
work  in  the  plantations."  Boswell.  '^  Sir,  do  you  think  him  as  bad  a  man 
as  Voltaire  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  is  difficult  to  fettle  the  proportion 
of  iniquity  between  them." 

This  violence  fcemed  very  ftrange  to  me,  who  had  read  many  of  Roufleau's 
animated  writings  with  great  pleafure,  and  even  edification,  had  been  much 
pleafed  with  his  fociety,  and  was  juft  come  from  the  Continent,  where  he  was 
very  generally  admired.  Nor  can  I  yet  allow  that  he  deferves  the  very -feverc 
renfure  which  Johnfon  pronounced  upon  him.  His  abfurd  preference  of 
•favage  to  civilifed  life,  and  other  fingularities,  are  proofs  rather  of  a  defeft  in 
his  underflanding,  than  of  any  depravity  in  his  heart.  And  noftwithftanding 
the  unfavourable  opinion  which  many  worthy  men  have  exprefled  of  his 
**  Trofeffton  de  Foi  du  Vicaire  Savoyard,^  I  cannot  help  admiring  it  as  the  per- 
formance of  a  man  full  of  fincere  reverential  fubmiflion  to  Divine  Myftery, 
though  befet  with  perplexing  doubts ;  a  ftate  of  mind  to  be  viewed  with  pity 
jather  than  with  anger. 

On  his  favourite  fubjeft  of  fubordinarion,  Johnfon  faid,  "  So  fer  is  it 
from  being  true  that  men  are  naturally  equal,  that  no  two  people  can  be 
half  an  hour  together,  but  one  fhall  acquire  an  evident  luperiority  over  the 
'^then" 
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I  mentioned  the  adrice  given  us  by  philofophers^  to  confole  ouriblves,  when  <?6^ 
diftrefled  of  embarraffcd,  by  thinking  of  thofe  who  are  in  a  worfe  ikuation  iRjatt  ct! 
than  ourfelves«  This,  I  obferved,  could  not  apfdy  to  all,  for  there  muft  be 
fome  who  have  nobody  worfe  than  they  are.  Johnson.  "  Why  to  be  fure. 
Sir,  there  are ;  but  they  don't  know  it.  There  is  no  being  fo  poor  and  {o 
contemptible,  who  does  not  think  there  is  fomebody  ftill  poorer,  and  fiill 
more  contemptible," 

As  my  ftay  in  London  at  this  rime  was  very  fhort,  I  had  not  many  oppor- 
tunities of  being  with  Dr.  Johnfon ;  but  I  felt  my  veneration  for  him  in  no 
degree  leflened,  by  my  having  feen  multorum  bommum  meres  et  urbes.  On  the 
contrary,  by  having  it  in  my  power  to  compare  him  with  many  of  the  moft 
celebrated  perlbn3  of  other  countries,  my  admiration  of  his  extraordinary  mind 
was  incrcafed  and  confirmed. 

The  roughnefs,  indeed,  which  fometimes  appeared  in  his  manners,  was 
more  ftriking  to  me  now,  from  my  having  been  accuftomed  to  the  ftudied 
fmooth  complying  habits  of  the  Continent  j  and  I  clearly  recognifed  in  him, 
not  without  refpeft  for  hi§  honeft  confcienrious  zeaj,  the  fame  indignant  and 
farcaftical  mode  of  treating  every  attempt  to  unhinge  or  weaken  good 
principles. 

One  evening,  when  a  young  gentleman  teized  him  with  an  account  of  the 
infidelity  of  his  fcrvant,  who,  he  faid,  would  not  believe  the  fcriptures, 
becaufe  he  could  not  read  them  in  the  original  tongues,  and  be  fure  that  they 
were  not  invejnted.  *^  Why,  foolilh  fellow,  (faid  Johnfon,)  has  he  any  better 
authority  for  almoft  every  thing  that  he  believes  ? " — "  Then  the  vulgar,  Sir, 
never  can  know  they  are  right,  but  muft  fubmit  themfclves  to  the  learned."-— 
Johnson.  "  To  be  fure.  Sir.  The  vulgar  are  the  children  of  the  ftate,  and 
muft  be  uught  like  children." — *'  Then,  Sir,  a  poor  Turk  muft  be  a  Maho- 
metan, juft  as  a  poor  Engliftiman  muft  be  a  Chriftian  ?" — ^Johnson.  «*  Why 
yesj,  Siri  ,and  what  then?  This  now  is  fuch  ftuff  as  I  uicd  to  talk  to  my 
jjwthei;,  when  I  firft  began  to  thirik  myfelf  a  clever  fellow  i  and  ftie  ought  to 
have  whipt  me  for  it." 

Another  evening  Dr.  Goldfmith  and  I  called  on  him,  with  the  hope  of 
prevailing  on  him  to  fup  with  us  at  the  Mitre.  We  found  him  indilpofed,  and 
refolved  not  togo  abroad.  "  Come  then,  (faid  Goldfinith,)  we  will  not  go  to 
the  Mitre  to-night,  fmce  we  cannot  have  the  big  man  with  us."  Johnfon  then 
called  for  a  bottk  of  port,  of  which  Goldfmith  and  I  partook,  while  our  frienc^ 
jnoW  a  water  drinker  fet  by  ys.  Goldsmith.  "  I  think,  Mr.  Jphnfon,  you  don't 
jgo  near  the  theatres  now»  You  give  yourfelf  no  more  concern  about  a  new 
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pky,  than  if  you  had  never  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  ftage."  Johksok» 
"  Why,  Sir,  our  taftes  greatly  alter.  The  lad  does  not  care  for  the 
child's  ratde,  and  the  old  man  does  not  care  for  the  young  man's  whore." 
Goldsmith.  '^  Nay,  Sir ;  but  your  Mufe  was  not  a  whore."  Johnson. 
*'  Sir,  I  do  not  think  Ihe  was.  But  as  we  advance  in  the  journey  of  life,  we 
drop  fome  of  the  things  which  have  pleafed  us ;  whether  it  be  that  we  arc 
fatigued  and  don't  choofe  to  carry  fo  many  things  any  farther,  or  that  we  find 
other  things  which  we  like  better."  Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  why  don't  you  give 
us  fomething  in  fome  other  way  ?"  Goldsmith.  "  Ay,  Sin  wc  have  a  claim 
upon  you."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sirj  I  am  riot  obliged  to  do  any  more.  No 
man  is  j>bliged  to  do  as  much  as  he  can  do.  A  man  is  to  have  part  of  his  life 
to  himfelf.  If  a  foldier  has  fought  a  good  many  campaigns,  he  is  not  to  be 
blamed  if  he  rerires  to  eafe  and  tranquillity.  A  phyfician,  who  has  praftifed 
long  in  a  great  city,  may  be  excufed  if  he  retires  to  a  fmall  town,  and  takes 
lefs  pradtice.  Now,  Sir,  the  good  I  can  do  by  my  converfation  bears  the 
fame  proportion  to  the  good  I  can  do  by  my  writings,  that  the  practice  of  a 
phyfician,  retired  to  a  fmall  town,  does  to  his  praftice  in  a  great  city."  Boswell. 
"  But  I  wonder,  Sir,  you  have  not  more  pleafure  in  writing  than  in  hot 
writing."     Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  may  wonder." 

He  talked  of  making  verfes,  and  obferved,  *?  The  great  difficulty  is  to  know 
when  you  have  made  good  ones.  When  compofing,  I  have  generally  had 
them  in  my  mind,  perhaps  fifty  at  a  time,  walking  up  and  down  in  my  room; 
and  then  I  have  wrote  them  down,  and  ofi:en,  from  lazinefs,  have  written  only 
half  lines.  I  ha-ve  written  a  hundred  lines  in  a  day.  I  remember  I  wrote  a 
hundred  lines  of  "  The  Vanity  of  human  Wiflies"  in  a  day.  Doftor,  (turn- 
ing to  Goldfmith,)  I  am  not  quite  idle ;  I  made  one  line  t'other  day ;  but 
I  made  no  more."  Goldsmith.  "  Let  us  hear  it  j  we'll  put  a  bad  one  to 
it."    Johnson.  "  No,  Siri  I  have  forgot  it." 

Such  Ipecimens  of  the  eafy  and  playfiil  converfation  of  the  great  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnfon  are,  I  think,  to  be  prized  \  as  exhibiting  the  little  varieties  of  a 
mind  fo  enlarged  and  fo  powerful  when  objefts  of  confequence  required  its 
exertions,  and  as  giving  us  a  minute  knowledge  of  his  charafter  and  modes  of 
thinking. 

After  I  had  been  fome  time  in  Scotland,  I  mentioned  to  him  in  a  letter  that 
"  On  my  firft  return  to  my  native  country,  after  fome  years  of  abfencc,  I  was 
told  of  a  vaft  number  of  my  acquaintance  who  were  all  gone  to  the  land  of  for- 
getfolnefe,  and  I  found  myfelf  like  a  man  (talking  over  a  field  of  batde,  who 
every  moment  perceives  fome  one  lying  dead."    I  complained  of  irrefolurion, 
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mi  mcnrioncd  my  having  made  a  vow  as  a  fccurity  for  good  conduft.  1  wrote      '7^6. 
to  him  again^  without  being  able  to  move  his  indolence;  nor  did  I  hear  from  ^taL^^ 
him  till  he  had  received  a  copy  of  my  inaugural  Exercife,  or  Thefis  in  Civil 
Law,  which  I  publiflied  at  my  admiffion  as  an  Advocate^  as  is  the  cuftom  in  J 

Scotland.    He  then  wrote  to  me  as  follows : 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq, 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"THE  reception  of  your  Thefis  put  me  in  mind  of  my  debt  to 
you.  Why  did  you  •*♦***»**•***»,  I  will  punifh  you  for 
it,  by  telling  you  that  your  Latin  wants  correftion^     In  the  beginning,  SpH 

*  The  paffiige  omitted  alluded  to  a  private  tianfaAion. 

9  This  cenfure  of  my  Latin  rehites  to  the  Dedication,  which  was  as  follows : 

VmO     NOBILISSIIfO,    O&MATISSIMO, 

J  O  A  N  N  I, 

VICECOMITI    MOUNTSTUART, 

ATAVI8    EDITO    REGIBU's, 

EXCELSJE    FAMILIiE    DB   BUTE   8PBI    ALTBB^) 

XABENTB    SBCULO,  ^ 

<^trM    HOMINES    NULLIUS   OBIGINIS. 
CENVS    JEQVAfin    OPIBCS    AGGREDI VNTUB, 

SANGUINIS   ANTiqUI    BT    ILLUSTBIS  \ 

SEMPER    MBMOBI, 

l^ATALIUM    SPLBNDOBBM    VIBTUTIBUS    AVOBNTI  : 

AD    PtTBLICA    POPVLI    COMITIA 

JAM    LBGATO; 

IN   OPTIMATIUM   VBBO    MAGN^    BRITANNIA   8BNATU» 

JURE    HAREDITARIO, 

•      OLIM    CONSESSURO: 

VIM    INSITAM    VARIA    DOCTRINA    PROMOVENTB» 

NBC    TAMEN    SB    VBNDITANTB, 

PRiBOlTO: 

PRISCA    FIDE,   ANIMO    LIBBRRIMO, 

ET    MORUM    ELBGANTIA 

INSIGNi: 

IN    ITALIJB    VISITANDA    ITINBRE^ 

SOCIO   8V0    H0NORATI9SIMO, 

HASCB     JVRI8PRUDENTIA     PRIMITIAS 

»«VINCTI8.SIMA  .AMICITI^    ET   OBSERVANTl^ 

MONUMENTUM, 

D*    D«    C  Q* 

JACOBUS    BOSWELL. 

O  o  ia//^<f J 
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aker/ey  not  to  urge  that  it  ihould  be  primly  is  not  grammatical :  altera  (Houkf 
be  dteri.  In  the  next  line  you  feem  to  ufe  genus  abfolutely,  for  what  we  call 
familyy  that  is,  for  iUuftrious  extroEtiony  I  doubt  without  authoritj^  Homines 
mdlius  originisy  for  NuUis  crti  majoribusy  or,  Nullo  kco  natty  is,  I  am  afraid> 
barbarous. — Ruddiman  is  dead. 

"  I  have  now  vexed  you  enough,  and  will  try  to  pleafe  you.  Your  refo- 
lution  to  obey  your  father  I  finccrely  approve  j  but  do  not  accuflom  yourfelf 
to  enchain  your  volatility  by  vows  :  they  will  fomerime  leave  a  thorn  in  your 
mind,  which  you  will,  perhaps,  never  be  able  to  extraft  or  ejeft.  Take  this 
warning,  it  is  of  great  importance. 

**  The  ftudy  of  the  law  is  what  you  very  juftly  term  it,  copious  and  gene- 
rous *  i  and  in  adding  your  name  to  its  profeflbrs,  you  have  done  exadly  what 
I  always  wifhed,  when  I  wifhed  you  beft.  I  hope  that  you  will  continue  to 
purfue  it.vigoroufly  and  conftantly.  You  gain,  at  leaft,  what  is  no  fmall 
advantage,  fecurity  from  thofe  troublefome  and  wearifomc  difcontents,  which 
are  always  obtruding  themfelves  upon  a  mind  vacant,  unemployed,  and 
undetermined. 

'«  You  ought  to  think  it  no  fnriall  inducement  to  diligence  and  perfeverance, 
that  they  will  pleafe  your  father.  We  all  live  upon  the  hope  of  pleafing 
fomebody  j  and  the  pleafure  of  pleafing  ought  to  be  greateft,  and  at  laft 
always  will  be  greateft>  when  our  endeavours  are  exerted  in  confequence  of 
our  duty. 

*'  Life  is  not  long,  and  too  much  of  it  muft  not  pais  in  idle  deliberation 
|iow  it  (haU  be  fpent ;  deliberation,  which  thofe  who  begin  it  by  prudence,  and 
continue  it  with  fubtilty,  muft,  after  long  expence  of  thought,  conclude  by- 
chance.  To  prefer  one  future  nnode  of  life  to  another,  upon  juft  reafons,, 
requires  faculties  which  it  has  not  pleafed  our  Creator  to  give  us. 

"  If,  therefore,  the  profeflion  you  have  choien  has  fome  unexpedled  incon- 
vcniencies,  confole  yourfelf  by  refledting  that  no  profeflion  is  without  them ;. 
and  that  all  the  importunities  and  perplexities  of  bufinefs  are  foftnefs  and 
luxury,  compared  with  theinceiant  cravings  of  vacancy,  and  the  unfatisfaftory 
expedients  of  idlenefs.. 

*  Hec/iM  <pi>t  n^ftrd  fotui  te  voce  mottere^ 

*  Vadey  age^ 

'  ThU  alkdes  to  thcfirft  fentenceof  i^Froamkim  of  my  Theiis.  ••  Jurisprudkntije 
fiudw  nullum  uberius,  nuUum  generofius  :  in  legihts  tmm  a^tandit^  pofulorum  mores^  *varia/que  fortune 
^icet  ex  qmbus  legei  oriuntur^  contemflarijimulfdtmnu** 
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^  As  to  your  Hiftorjrof  Corfica,  you  have  no  materials  which  others  have      '1^^* 
not,  or  may  not  have.     You  have,  fomchow  or  other,  warmed  your  imagi-  je^^^^sj. 
nation.     I  wifli  there  were  fomc  cure,  like  the  lover's  leap,  for  all  heads  of 
which  Ibme  fingle  idea  has  obtained  an  unreafonable  and  irregular  pofTelTion. 
Mind  your  own  afikirs,  and  leave  the  Corficans  to  theirs*     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

*•  Ix)ndon,  Aug.  21,  1766.  SaM.  JohNSON." 

To  Dr.  Samubl  Johnson. 

*'  Much  efteemid  and  dear  Sir^                                  Auchinleck,  Nov.  6, 1766, 
"  I  PLEAD  not  guilty  to  ***♦***♦•♦*** 

"  Having  thus,  I  hope  cleared  myfelf  of  the  charge  brought  againft  me,  I 
prefume  you  will  not  be  difpleafed  if  I  efcape  the  punilhment  which  you  have 
decreed  for  me  unheard.  If  you  have  difcharged  the  arrqws  of  criticifm  againft 
an  innocent  man,  you  muft  rejoice  to  find  they  have  miffed  him,  or  have  not 
been  pointed  fo  as  to  wound  him, 

^'  To  talk  no  longer  in  aUegory,  I  jwri,  with  all  defefence,  going  to  offer  a 
few  obfervadons  in  defence  rf  my  Latin,  which  you  have  found  fault  with. 

*'  You  think  I  fhould  have  uftd /pet  prim^,  inftead  oi  Jpei  altera.  Spes  is, 
indeed,  often  ufed  to  exprefs  fomething  on  which  we  have  a  future  depen- 
dence, as  in  Virg.  Eclog.  i.  1.  14, 

*  — — — — —  modo  namque  gemellos 

*  Spcm  gregis  abjilice  in  nudd  connixa  reliquif.* 

and  in  Georg.  iii.  1.  473, 

*  Spemque  gregemqu^  JmuJ,* 

for  the  lambs  and  the  ftieep.  Yet  it  is  alfo  ufed  to  exprefs  any  thing  on  which 
we  have  a  prefent  dependence,  and  is  well  applied  to  a  man  of  diftinguiftied 
influence,  our  fupport,  our  fefuge,  our  praftdiumy  as  Horace  calls  Maecenas, 
So,  ^neid  xii.  1.  57,  Queen  Amata  addreffes  her  foil-in-law  Turnus :— •  Spes 
iu  nunc  una\    and  he  was  then  no  future  hope, ,  for  (he  adds, 

*  '        deem  imperiumque  Latini 

*  Te  penes.* 

*  The  paiTage  omitted  explained  the  traniadlion  to  which  the  preceding  letter  had  alluded. 
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which  might  have  been  faid  of  my  Lord  Bute  fome  years  ago.  Now  I  con- 
fider  the  prefent  Earl  of  Bute  to  be  *  Excelfa  familia  de  Bute  (pes  prima  \  and 
my  Lord  Mountftuart,  as  his  cldeft  fbn,  to  be  ^j^es  altera.^  So  in  -ffineid  xii. 
1.  1 6  8,  after  having  mentioned  Pater -ffilneas,  who  was  xi^yt  prefent  fpes,  the 
reigning  (pes,,  as  my  German  friends  would  fay>  ^tffes  prima^  the  poet  adds, 

'  Etjuxta  J/caniuSy  magna  Ipes  altera  Roma* 

"  You  think  altera  ungrammatical,  and  you  tell  me  it  Ihould  have  been 
alteri.  You  muft  recolleft,  that  in  old  times  alter  was  declined  regularly  j  and 
when  the  ancient  fragments  preferved  in  the  Juris  Civilis  Pontes  were  written^ 
it  was  certainly  declined  in  the  way  that  I  ufe  it.  This,  I  Ihould  think,  may 
proteft  a  lawyer  who  writes  altera  in  a  diflertation  upon  part  of  his  own  fcience. 
But  as  I  could  hardly  venture  to  quote  fragments  of  old  law  to  fo  claflical  a 
man  as  Mr.  Johnibn,  I  have  not  made  an  accurate  fearch  mto  thefe  remains, 
to  find  examples  of  what  I  am  able  to  produce  in  poetical  compofition.  We 
find  in  Plaut.  Rudens,  ad  iii.  fcene  4, 

^  Nam  buic  alterae  patria  qua  Jit  profeSio  ne/cio.*' 

Plautua  is,  to  be  fure,^  an  old  comick  Writer :  but  in  the  4ays  of  Scipio  and 
Lelius^  we  find,  Terent.  Heautontinu  aft  \u  fcene  3, 


hoc  ipfa  in  itinere  altera? 


*  Bum  narrat,  forte  audivi.* 

"  You  doubt  my  having  authority  for  ufing  genus  abfolutely,  for  what  we 
call  family  f  that  is,  for  illuftrious  extra£iion.  Now  I  take  genus  in  Latin,  to 
have  much  the  fame  fignification  with  birth  in  Englilh  j  both  in  their  primary 
meaning  exprefling  fimply  defcent,  but  both  made  to  (land  x«t  tg^xw,  for 
noble  defcent.     Genus  is  thus  ufed  in  Hon  lib.  ii.  Sat.  v.  1.  8, 

*  jE/^enus  et  virtus,  niji  cum  re^  vilior  alga  eji* 
And  in  lib.  i.  Epift.  vi.  1.  37, 

*  Et  genus  et  formam  Regina  pecunia  donate 

And  in  the  celebrated  conteft  between  Ajax  and  Ulyfles,  Ovid*s  Metamorph. 
lib,  xiii.  L  140, 

'  Nam  genus  et  proavosy  et  qua  mn  fecimus  ipfi, 

*  Fife  ea  noftra  voco* 

«  Homines 
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*«  Homines  nuUius  mginis,  for  nuUis  orti  majoriius,  or  nulio  loco  natij  is,  you  arc 
afraid,  barbarous. 

Origo  is  ufcd  to  fignify  cxtradion,  as  in  Virg.  -ffineid  i.  1.  286, 

*  Nafcetur  pulcbrd  Trojanus  origine  Cafar.^ 

and  in  ^neid  x.  1.  6 1 8, 

^  lUe  tamen  noftrd  deducit  origine  nomen.* 

and  as  ntdlus  is  ufed  for  obfcure,  is  it  not  in  the  genius  of  the  Latin  language 
to  write  nuUius  originisj  for  obfcure  extradtion  ? 

**  I  have  defended  myfelf  as  well  as  I  could. 

**  Might  I  venture  to  differ  from  you  with  regard  to  the  utility  of  vows  ? 
I  am  fenfible  that  it  would  be  very  dangerous  to  make  vows  raflily,  and  with- 
out a  due  confideration.  But  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  they  may  often  be 
of  great  advantage  to  one  of  a  variable  judgement  and  irregular  inclinations* 
I  alwajrs  remember  a  paflage  in  one  of  your  letters  to  our  Italian  friend 
Baretti,  where  talking  of  the  monaftick  life,  you  fay  you  do  not  wonder  that 
ferious  men  fhould  put  themfelves  under  the  proteftion  of  a  religious  oiTder> 
when  they  have  found  how  unable  they  are  to  take  care  of  themfelves.  For 
my  own  part,  without  affefting  to  be  a  Socrates,  I  am  fure  I  have  a  morc- 
than  ordinary  ftruggle  to  maintain  with  the  EvU  Principle ;  and  aU  the  methods 
I  can  devife  are  little  enough  to  keep  me  tolerably  fteady  in  the  paths  of 
rcAitude. 

"  I  am  ever,  with  the  higheft  veneration, 

""  Your  afieftionate  humble  fervant> 

"  James  Boswell.** 

It  appears  from  his  diary,  that  he  was  this  year  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  from 
before  Midfummer  till  after  Michaelmas,  and  that  he  afterwards  paffed  a 
month  at  Oxford.  He  had  then  contrafted  a  great  intimacy  with  Mr.  Chambers 
of  that  Univerfity,  now  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  one  of  the  Judges  in  India. 

He  publifhed  nothing  this  year  in  his  own  name ;  but  the  noble  Dedication  * 
to  the  King,  of  Gwyn's  "  London  and  Weftminfter  Improved,"  was  written  by 
him  J  and  he  fiirnifhed  the  Preface,!  and  feveral  of  the  pieces,  which  compofe  a 
volume  of  Mifcellanies  by  Mrs,  Anna  Williams,  the  blind  lady  who  had  an 
afylum  in  his  houfe.  Of  thefe,  there  are  his  «  Epitaph  on  Philips  i*"  "  Tranda- 
tion  of  a  Latin  Epitaph  on  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  if*'  "  Friendfhip,  an  Ode  i*^' 
and,  «  The  Ant,*"  a  paraphrafe  from  the  Proverbs,  of  which  I  have  a  copy 
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1 7^'      in  his  own  hand-writing;    and,   from  internal  evidence,   I  afcribe  to  him, 

ffj(sx7vi.  '*  To  Mifs on  her  giving  the  Authour  a  gold  and  filk  net-work  Purfe 

of  her  own  weaving  jf '*  and,  "  The  happy  Life.f " — Moll  of  them  have 
evidently  received  confiderable  additions  from  his  fuperiour  pen,  particularly 
"  Vexfcs  to  Mr.  Richardfon,  on  his  Sir  Charles  Grandifon  i"  "  The  Excur- 
fion  i"  "  Refleftions  on  a  Grave  digging  in  Weftminfter- Abbey."  There  is 
in  this  colleftion  a  poem  *'  On  the  Death  of  Stephen  Grey,  the  Eledrician  j*" 
which,  on  reading  it,  appeared  to  me  to  be  undoubtedly  Johnfon's.  I  afked 
Mrs.  Williams  whether  it  was  not' his.  "  Sir,  (faid  Ihe,  with  fome  warmth,)  I 
wrote  that  poem  before  I  had  the  honour  of  Dr.  Jdinfon's  acquaintance,"  I, 
however  was  fo  much  impreffed  with  my  firft  notion,  that  I  mentioned  it  to 
Johnfon,  repeating,  at  the  fame  rime,  what  Mrs.  Williams  had  faid.  His 
anfwer  was,  "  It  is  true.  Sir,  that  (he  wrote  it  before  Ihe  was  acquainted  with 
me  i  but  fhe  has  not  told  you  that  I  wrote  it  all  over  again,  Except  two  lines." 
-"  The  Fountains,! "  a  beautiful  little  Fairy  tale  in  profe,  written  with  cxquilitc 
fimplicity,  is  one  of  Johnfon's  produdtions;  and  I  cannot  with-hold  from  Mrs. 
Thrale  the  praife  of  being  the  authour  of  that  admirable  poem,  "  The  Three 
Warnings." 

He  wrote  this  year  a  letter  not  intended  for  publication,  which  has,  per- 
haps, as  ftrong  maiks  of  his  fentiment  and  ftyle,  as  any  of  his  compofitions. 
The  original  is  in  my  pofleflion.  It  is  addreffed  to  the  late  Mr.  William 
Drummond,  bookfeller  in  Edinburgh,  a  gendeman  of  good  family,  but  fmall 
cftate,  who  took  arms  for  the  houfe  of  Stuart  in  1745  ;  and  during  his  con- 
cealment in  London  till  the  zSt  of  general  pardon  came  out,  obtained  the 
acquaintance  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  juftly  efteemed  him  as  a  very  worthy  man. 
It  feems,  fome  of  the  members  of  the  fociety  in  Scotland  for  propagating 
Chriftian  knowledge  had  oppofed  the  fcheme  of  tranflating  the  holy  fcriptures 
into  the  Erfe  or  Gaelick  language,  from  political  confiderations  of  the  dif- 
advantage  of  keeping  up  the  diftinftion  between  the  Highlanders  and  the  other 
inhabitants  ctf  North-Britain.  Dr.  Johnfon  being  informed  oi  this,  I  fuppofe 
by  Mr.  Drummond,  wrgtc  with  a  generous  indignation  as  follows: 

To  Mr.  William   Drummond. 

«  Sir, 

'Moid  not  expeft  to  hear  that  it  cpuld  be,  in  an  aflembly  convened 
for  the  propagation  of  Chriftian  knowledge,  a  qui^on  whether  any  nation 
iuuirflrufted  in  religjion  fliould  receive  inftrudtioni  or  whedier  that  irrfbrudkion 
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ihould  be  imparted  to  them  by  a  tranflation  of  the  holy  books  into  their  own  '7^^« 
language.  If  obedience  to  the  will  of  God  be  ncceffary  to  happineis,  and  ^STct. 
knowledge  of  his  will  be  neceflary  to  obedience^  I  know  not  how  he  that 
with-holds  this  knowledge,  or  delays  it,  can  be  faid  to  love  his  neighbour  as 
himfelf.  He,  that  voluntarily  continues  ignorance,  is  guilty  of  all  the  crimes 
which  ignorance  produces ;  as  to  him,  that  ihould  extinguifli  the  tapers  of  a 
light-houfe,  might  juftly  be  imputed  the  calamities  of  fliipwrecks.  Chriftianity 
is  the  hig^eft  perfedion  of  humanity ;  and  as  no  man  is  good  but  as  he  wilhes 
the  good  of  others,  no  man  can  be  good  in  the  higheft  degree,  who  wifhes 
not  to  others  the  largcfl:  meafures  of  the  greatefl:  good.  To  omit  for  a  year, 
or  for  a  day,  the  moft  efficacious  method  of  advancing  Chriftianity,  in  com- 
pliance with  any  purpofes  that  terminatcf  on  this  fide  of  the  grave,  is  a  crime 
of  which  I  know  not  that  the  world  has  yet  had  an  example,  except  in  the 
praftice  of  the  planters  of  America,  a  race  of  mortals  whom,  I  fuppofc,  no 
other  man  wifhes  to  refcmble, 

"  The  Papifts  have,  indeed,  denied  to  the  laity  the  ufe  of  the  bible ;  but 
this  prohibition,  in  few  places  now  very  rigoroufly  enforced,  is  defended  by 
arguments,  which  have  for  their  foundation  the  care  of  fouls.  To  obfcure, 
upon  motives  merely  j^litical,  the  light  of  revelation,  is  a  prafbice  refcrved 
for  the  reformed ;  and,  furely,  the  blackeft  midnight  of  popery  is  meridian  fun- 
Ihine  to  fuch  a  reformation.  I  am  not  very  willing  that  .any  language  (hould 
be  totally  extinguilhcd.  The  fimilitude  and  derivation  of  languages  afrord  the 
moft  indubitable  proof  of  the  tfadudtion  of  nations,  and  the  genealogy  of  man- 
kind. They  add  often  phyfical  certainty  to  hiftorical  evidence ;  and  often 
fupply  the  only  evidence  of  ancient  migrations,  and  of  the  revolutions  of  ages 
which  left  no  written  monuments  behind  them. 

**  Every  man's  opinions,  at  leaft  his  dcfires,  are  a  litde  influenced  by  his 
favourite  ftudies.  My  zeal  for  languages  may  feem,  perhaps,  rather  over- 
heated, even  to  thofe  by  whom  I  defire  to  be  w^ell  efteemed.  To  thofe  who 
'  have  nothing  in  their  thoughts  but  trade  or  policy,  prefent  power,  or  prefcnt 
money,  I  Ihould  not  think  it  neceflar)-  to  defend  my  opinions  j  but  with  men 
of  letters  I  would  not  unwillingly  compound,  by  wifhing  the  continuance  of 
every  language,  however  narrow  in  its  extent,  or  however  incommodious  for 
common  purpofes,  till  it  is  repofited  in  fome  vcrfion  of  a  known  book,  that 
it  may  be  always  hereafter  examined  and  compared  with  other  languages,  and 
then  permitting  its  difufe.  For  this  purpofe,  the  tranflation  of  the  bible  is 
moil  to  be  defired.  It  is  not  certain  that  the  fame  method  will  not  preferve 
the  Highland  language^  for  the  purpo&s  of  learning,  and  abolifb  it  from 
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daUy  ufc.  When  the  Highlanders  read  the  Bible,  they  will  naturally  wUh  to 
have  its  obicurities  cleared,  and  to  know  the  hiftory,  collateral  or  appendant. 
Knowledge  always  deiires  increafe :  it  is  like  fire,  which  muft  firft  be  kindled 
by  fome  external  agent,  but  which  will  afterwards  propagate  itfelf.  When 
they  once  defire  to  learn,  they  will  naturally  have  recourfe  to  the  neareft  lan- 
guage by  which  that  defire  can  be  gratified ;  and  one  will  tell  another  that 
if  he  would  attain  knowledge,  he  muft  learn  Englifh. 

**  This  Ipeculation  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  more  fiibtlc  than  the  groflP- 
nefs  of  real  life  will  eafily  admit.  Let  it,  however,  be  remembered,  that  the 
efficacy  of  ignorance  has  been  long  tried,  and  has.  not  produced  the  confe- 
quence  expefted.  Let  knowledge,  therefore,  take  its  turn  ;  and  let  the  patrons 
of  privation  ftand  awhile  afide,  and  admit  the  operation  of  pofidve  principles, 

"  You  will  be  pleafed.  Sir,  to  aflure  the  worthy  man  who  is  employed  in 
the  new  tranflarion,  that  he  has  my  wifhes  for  his  fuccefs ;  and  if  here  or  at 
Oxford  I  can  be  of  any  ufe,  that  I  fliall  think  it  more  than  honour  to  promote 
his  undertaking. 

*'  I  am  forry  that  I  delayed  fo  long  to  write.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Johnfon's-court,  Flcct-ftrect,  Sam.  JohnsON/' 

Aog.  13,  1766. 

The  opponents  of  this  pious  fcheme  being  made  aftiamed  of  their  conduft^ 
the  benevolent  undertakmg  was  allowed  to  go  on. 

The  following  letters,  though  not  written  till  the  year  after,  being  chiefly 
upon  the  fame  fubjedb,  are  here  inferted. 

To  Mr.  William   Drummond. 
^«  Dear  Sir, 

*'  THAT  my  letter  fliould  have  had  fuch  cflfedts  as  you  mention, 
gives  me  great  pleafure.  I  hope  you  do  not  flatter  me  by  imputing  to  mc 
more  good  than  I  have  really  done.  Thofe  whom  my  arguments  have  per- 
fuaded  to  change  their  opinion,  fliow  fuch  modefty  and  candour  as  defervc 
great  praife. 

"  I  hope  the  worthy  tranflator  goes  diligently  forward.  He  has  a  higher 
reward  in  profpeft,  than  any  honours  which  this  world  can  beftow.  I  wilh  I 
could  be  ufeful  to  him. 

*«  The  publication  of  my  letter,  if  it  could  be  of  ufc  in  a  caufe  to  which 
afi  other  caufes  are  nothing,  I  fhould  not  prohibit.    But  firft,  I  would  have 
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you  tonfidcr  whether  the  publication  will  really  do  any  good ;  next,  whether      ii66. 
by  printing  and  diftributing  a  very  fmall  number,  you  may  not  attain  all  that  ^tatTc?. 
you  propofe ;  and,  what  perhaps  I  ihould  have  faid  firft,  whether  the  letter, 
which  I  do  not  now  perfeftly  remember,  be  fit  to  be  printed. 

"  If  you  can  confult  Dr.  Robertfon,  to  whom  I  am  a  little  known,  I  fhall 
be  fatisfied  about  the  propriety  of  whatever  he  Ihall  direft.  If  he  thinks  that 
it  Ihould  be  printed,  I  entreat  him  to  revife  it ;  there  may,  perhaps,  be  fome 
negligent  lines  written,  and  whatever  is  amifs,  he  knows  very  well  how  to 
reftify'. 

"  Be  pleafed  to  let  me  know,  from  time  to  time,  how  this  excellent  defign 
goes  forward, 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  young  Mr.  Drummond,  whom  I  hope  you 
will  live  to  fee  fuch  as  you  defire  him.  j 

"  I  have  not  lately  fcen  Mr.  Elphinfton,  but  believe  him  to  be  prolperous. 
I  Ihall  be  glad  to  hear  the  fame  of  you,  for  I  am.  Sir, 

^  Your  affeftionate  humble  fervant, 

^' Johnfon's-court,  Flect-ftrcct,  Sam.  JohnsOn/* 

April  21,  l^6^J• 

To  the  fame. 

"  Sir, 

"  I  RETURNED  this  Week  from  the  country,  after  an  abfence  of  near 
fix  months,  and  found  your  letter,  with  many  others,  which  I  fhould  have 
anfwered  fooner,  if  I  had  fooner  feen  them, 

"  Dr.  Robcrtfon's  opinion  was  furely  right.  Men  Ihould  not  be  told  of  the 
faults  which  they  have  mended.  I  am  glad  the  old  language  is  taught,  and 
honour  the  tranflator  as  a  man  whom  God  has  diftinguiihed  by  the  high  office 
of  propagating  his  word. 

**  I  muft  take  the  liberty  of  engaging  you  in  an  office  of  charity.  Mrs. 
Heely,  die  wife  of  Mr.  Heely,  who  had  lately  fome  office  in  your  theatre,  is 
my  near  relation,  and  now  in  great  diftrefs.  They  wrote  me  word  of  their 
fituation  fome  time  ago>  to  which  I  returned  them  an  anfwer  which  raifed  hopes 
of  more  than  it  is  proper  for  me  to  give  them*  Their  reprefentation  of  their 
afFairs  I  have  difcovered  to  be  fuch  as  cannot  be  trufted^  and  at  this  diftance, 
though  dieir  cafe  requires  halte,  I  know  not  how  to  a6t.  She,  or  her  daughters, 
may  be  heard  of  at  Canongate  Head.     I  muft  beg.  Sir,  that  you  will  enquire 

^  This  paragraph  (hews  Johnfon's  real  eftimatton  of  the  chnader  and  abilities  of  the  celebrated 
Scottifh  Hiftorian^  however  lightly,  in  a  moment  of  caprice,  he  may  have  fpoken  of  his  works. 
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1766.      after  them,  and  let  me  know  what  is  to  be  done.     I  am  willing  to  go  to  ten 

^  '  ^   -^  pounds,  and  will  tranfmit  you  fuch  a  fum,  if  upon  examination  you  find  it 

likely  to  be  of  ufe.     If  they  are  in  immediate  want,  advance  them  what  you 

•       think  proper.     What  I  could  do,  I  would  do  for  the  women,  havii^  no  great 

reafon  to  pay  much  regard  to  Heely  himfelf  *. 

'«  I  believe  you  may  receive  ibme  intelligence  from  Mrs.  Baker,  of  the 
theatre,  whofe  letter  I  received  at  the  fame  time  with  yours,  and  to  whom, 
if  you  fee  her,  you  will  make  my  excufe  for  the  feeming  neglect  of  anfwer- 
ing  her. 

"  Whatever  you  advance  within  ten  pounds  (hall  be  immediately  returned 
to  you,  or  paid  as  you  fliall  order.     I  truft  wholly  to  your  judgement. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 
•*  London,  JohnfonVcourt,  Fleet-  SaM»  Johnsok/* 

fticct,  O^  24,  1767. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  Shaw  ^>  alike  diftinguifhed  by  his  genius,  misfortunes,  and 
mifconduft,  publiflied  this  year  a  poem,  called  "  The  Race,,  by  Mercuriua 
Spur,  Efq."  in  which  he  whimfically  made  the  living  poets  of  England  contend 
for  pre-eminence  of  fame  by  running : 

«  Prove  by  their  heels  the  prowefs  of  the  head.'*' 
In  this  poem  .there  was  the  following  portrait  of  Johnfon : 

"  Here  Johnfon  comes,— unbleft  with  outward  ^ce> 

"  His  rigid  morals  ftamp'd  upon  his  face. 

"  While  ftrong  conceptions  ftruggle  in  his  brain ; 

«  (For  even  Wit  is  brought  to-bed  widi  pam) : 

"  To  view  him,  porters  with  their  loads  would  ref^ 

"  And  bahes  cling  frighted  to  the  nurfe^s  breaft. 

"  With  looks  convuls'd,  he  roars  in  pompous  drain, 

"  And,  like  an  angry  lion,  fhakes  his  mane. 

"  The  Nine,  with  terror  ftruck,  who  ne'er  had  feen, 

"  Aught  human  with  fo  horrible  a  mien, 

"  Debating  whether  they  fhould  ftay  or  run, 

«  Virtue  fteps  forth,,  and  claims  him  for  her  fon. 

^  This  is  the  petfon  concerning  whom  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  thrown  out  very  onwarrantabfe 
Kfledtions  both  againft  Dr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  Francis  Barber* 

'  See  an  account  of  him  in  the  European  MagazinCj,  Januatjv  17S6« 
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*'  With  gentle  fpeecli  fhe  warns  him  now  to  yield, 
**  Nor  ftain  his  glories  in  the  doubtful  field ; 
*'  But  wrapt  in  confcious  worth,  content  fit  down, 
^^  Since  Fame,  refolv'd  his  various  pleas  to  crown, 
^  Though  forc'd  his  prefent  claim  to  difavow, 
*^  Had  long  referv'd  a  chaplet  for  his  brow. 
**  He  bows,  obeys  -,  for  Time  Ihall  firft  expire, 
*•  Ere  Johnfon  (lay,  when  Virtue  bids  retire." 

The  Honourable  Thomas  Hervey  and  his  lady  having  unhappily  difagreed, 
and  being  about  to  fcparate,  Johnfon  interfered  as  their  friend,  and  wrote 
him  a  letter  of  expoftulation,  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  find ;  but  the 
fubftance  of  it  is  afcertained  by  a  letter  to  Johnfon,  in  anlwer  to  it,  which  Mr. 
Hervey  printed.  The  occafion  of  this  correlpondence  between  Dr.  Johnfon 
and  Mr.  Hervey,  was  thus  related  to  me  by  Mr.  Beauclerk.  "  Tom  Hervey 
had  a  great  liking  for  Jdinfon,  and  in  his  will  had  left  him  a  legacy  of  fifty 
pounds.  One  day  he  faid  to  me,  *  Johnfon  may  want  this  money  now,  more 
than  afterwards.  I  have  a  mind  to  give  it  him  diredtly.  Will  you  be  fo  good 
as  to  carry  a  fifty  pound  note  from  me  to  him  ? '  This  I  pofitively  refufed  to 
do,  as  he  might,  perhaps,  have  knocked  me  down  for  infuldng  him,  and  have 
afterwards  put  the  note  in  his  pocket.  But  I  faid,  if  Hervey  would  write  him 
a  letter,  and  enclofe  a  fifty  pound  note,  I  fhould  take  care  to  deliver  it.  He 
accordingly  did  write  him  a  letter,  mentioning  that  he  was  only  paying  a 
legacy  a  little  fooner.  To  his  letter  he  added,  ^  P.S.  I  am  going  tb  part 
with  my  wife*  Johnfon  then  wrote  to  him,  faying  nothing  of  the  note,  but 
remonftrating  widi  him  againft  parting  with  his  wife." 

When  I  mentioned  to  Johnfon  this  ftory,  in  as  delicate  terms  as  I  could, 
he  told  me  that  the  fifty  pound  note  was  given  to  him  by  Mr.  Hervey  in 
confideration  of  his  having  written  for  him  a  pamphlet  againft  Sir  Charles 
Hanbury  WiUiams,  who,  Mr.  Harvey  imagined,  was  the  authour  of  an  attack 
upon  him ;  but  that  it  was  afterwards  difcovered  to  he  the  work  of  a  garret- 
teer,  who  wrote  "  The  Fool :"  fo  the  pamphlet  againft  Sir  Charles  was  not 
printed. 

In  February,  1767,  there  happened  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  incidents      1767. 
of  Johnfon*s  life,  which  gratified  his  monarchical  enthufiafm,  and  which  he 
loved  to  relate  with  all  its  cirpumftances,  when  requefted  by  his  friends.    This 
was  his  being  honoured  by  a  private  converfation  with  his  Majefty,  in  the 
library  at  the  Queen's  houfe.     He  had  frequendy  vifitcd  thofe  fplendid  rooms 
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X767.  and  noble  coUeftion  of  books  %  which  he  ufed  to  fay  was  more  numerous  and 
^[^J^~^  curious  than  he  fuppofed  any  perfon  coiUd  have  made  in  the  time  which  the 
Kiflg  had  employed.  Mr.  Barnard,  the  librarian,  took  care  that  he  Ihould 
have  every  accommodation  that  could  contribute  to  his  eafc  and  convenience^ 
while  indulging  his  literary  tafte  in  that  place  j  fo  that  he  had  here  a  very 
agreeable  refource  at  leifure  hours. 

His  Majefly  having  been  informed  of  his  occafional  vifits,  was  pleafed  ta 
fignify  a  defire  that  he  Ihould  be  told  when  Dr.  Johnfon  came  next  to  the 
library.  Accordingly,  the  next  time  that  Johiafon  did  come,  as  foon  as  he 
was  fairly  engaged  with  a  book,,  oawhich^  while  he  fat  by  the  fire,  he  feemed 
quite  intent,  Mr.  Barnard  ftole  round  to  the  apartment  where  the  King  was, 
and,  in  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  commands,  mentioned  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was 
then,  in  the  library.  His  Majefly  faid  he  was  at  leifure,  and  would  go  to  him ; 
upon  which  Mr.  Barnard  took  one  of  the  candles  that  flood  on  the  King's  tablei 
and  lighted  his  Majefly  through  a  fuite  of  rooms,  till  they  came  to  a  private 
door  into  the  library,  of  which  his  Majefly  had  the  key.  Being  entcredj  Mr. 
Barnard  ftepped  forward  haftily  to  Dr.  Johnfon,.  who  was  ftill  in  a  profound 
ftudy,  and  whifpered  him,  "  Sir,  here  is  the  King/'  Johnfon  flarted  up,  and  flood 
ftill.     His  Majefly  approached,  him,  and  at  once  was  courteoufly  eafy  ^. 

His  Majefly  began  by  obfcrving,  that  he  underflood  he  came  fometimes  to 
the  library ;  and  then  mentioning  his  having  heard  that  the  Dodlor  had  been 

*  Dr.  Johnfon  bad  the  honour  of  contributing  his  affiftance  towards  the  formation  of  this  library; 
for  I  have  read  a  long  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Barnard,  giving  the  mod  maAerly  inftru^ons  on  tho 
fubjeft,  I  wifhed  much  to  have  gratified  my  readers  with  the  perufal  of  this  letter,  and  have  rea- 
fbn  to  think  that  his  Majefty  would  have  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  permit  its  publication;  but  Mr. 
Barnard,  to  whom  I  applied,  declined  it  "on  his  own  account,." 

'  The  particulars  of  this  con verfation  I  have  been  at  great  pains  to  colled  with  the  utmoft 
authenticity,  from  Dr.  Johnfon!s  own  detail  to  myfelf ;  from  Mr.  Langton,  who  was  picfent  when 
he  gave  aa account  of  it  to  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton,  and  feveral  other  friends,  at  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's ; 
from  Mr.  Barnard;,  from  the  copy  of  a  letter  written,  by  the  late  Mr^  Strahan  the  printer,  to 
Bifliop  Warburton ;  and  from  a  minute,  the  original  of  which  is  among  the  papers  of  the  late 
Sir  James  Caldwell,  and  a  copy  of  which  was  moft  obligingly  obtained  for  me  from  his  Ton  Sir 
John  Caldwell,  by  Sir  Francis  Lumm.  To  all  thefe  gentlemen  I  beg  leave  to  make  my  grate- 
ful acknowledgements,  and  particularly  to  Sir  Francis  Lumm,  who  was  pleafed  to  take  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  and  even  had  the  minute  laid  before  the  King  by  Lord  Caermardien,^now  Duke  of 
Leeds,  one  of  his  Majefty's  Principal  Secataries  of.  State,,  who  announced  to  Sir  Francis  the 
Royal  pleafurc  concerning  it  by  a  letter,  in  thefe  words  :  ♦'  I  have  the  King's  commands  to  aflur^ 
you.  Sir,  how  fenfible  his  Majefty  is  of  your  attention  in  communicating  the  minute  of  the  con» 
verfation  previous  to  its  piiblication.  As  there  appears  no  objedion  to  your  complying  with  Mr. 
Bofwell's  wiflies  on  the  fubjeft,.  you  ate  at  full  liberty  to  deliver  it  ta  that  gentleman,  to  make  foch 
ttfc  of  in  his  Life  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  as  he  may  think  proper." 
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ktcly  at  Oxford,  alked  him  if  he  was  not  fond  of  going  thither.  To  which  ^7^7' 
Johnfon  anfwered,  that  he  was  indeed  fond  of  going  to  Oxford  fometimes,  ^SatTcs! 
but  was  likewife  glad  to  come  back  again.  The  King  then  aflced  him  what 
they  were  doing  at  Oxford.  Johnfon  anfwered,  he  could  not  much  commend 
their  diligence,  but  that  in  fome  refpefts  they  were  mended,  for  they  had  put 
their  prefs  under  better  regulations,  and  were  at  that  time  printing  Polybius. 
He  was  then  aflced  whether  there  were  better  libraries  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge. 
He  anfwered,  he  believed  the  Bodleian  was  larger  than  any  they  had  at  Cam- 
bridge ;  at  the  fame  time  adding,  "  I  hope,  whether  we  have  more  books  or 
not  than  they  have  at  Cambridge,  we  fliall  make  as  good  ufe  of  them  as  they, 
do."  Being  aflced  whether  All-Sguls  or  Chrift-Church  library  was  the  largeft; 
he  anfwered,  "  All-Souls  library  is  the  largeft  we  have,  except  the  Bodleian/' 
"  Aye,  (faid  the  King,)  that  is  the  publick  library." 

His  Majefty  enquired  if  he  was  then  writing  any  thing.  He  anfwered^ 
he  was  not,  for  he  had  pretty  well  told  the  world  what  he  knew,  and  mult 
now  read  to  acquire  more  knowledge.  The  King,  as  it  fliould  feem  with  a 
view  to  urge  him  to  rely  on  his  own  ftores  as  an  original  writer,  and  to  continue 
his  labours,  then  faid,  "  I  do  not  think  you  borrow  much  from  any  body." 
Johnfon  faid,  he  thought  he  had  already  done  his  part  as  a  writer.  '^  I  fliould 
have  thought  fo  too,  (faid  the  King,)  if  you  had  not  written  fo  well."— 
Johnfon  obferved  to  me,  upon  this,  that  "  No  man  could  have  paid  a  hand- 
fomer  compliment ;  and  it  was  fit  for  a  King  to  pay.  It  was  dccifive."  When 
aflced  by  another  friend,  at  Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds's,  whether  he  made  any  reply 
to  this  high  compliment,  he  anfwered,  "  No,.  Sir.  When  the  King  had  faid 
it,  it  was  to  be  fo.  It  was  not  for  me  to  bandy  civilities  with  my  fovereign." 
Perhaps  no  man  who  had  ipent  his  whole  life  in  courts  could  have  fliewn  a 
more  nice  and  dignified  fcnlc  of  true  politcnefs,  than  Johnfon  did  in  this  inftance. 

His  Majefly  having  obferved  to  him  that  he  fuppofed  he  mufl:  have  read  a 
great  deal  j  Johnfon  anfwered,  that  he  thought  more  than  he  read ;  that  he 
had  read  a  great  deal  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  but  having  fallen  into  ill 
health,  he  had  not  been  able  to  read  much,  compared  with  others :  for 
inftance,  he  faid  he  had  not  read  much  compared  with  Dr.  Warburton.  Upon 
which  the  King  faid,  that  he  heard  Dr.  Warburton  was  a  man  of  fuch  general 
knowledge,  that  you.could  fcarce  talk  with  him  on  any  fubjeft  on  which  he 
was  not  qualified  to  fpeak  -,  and  that  his  learning  lefembled  Garrick's  afting,* 
in  its  univerlality.  His  Majefly  then  talked  of  the  controverfy  between 
Warburton  and  Lowth,  which  he  feemed  to  have  read,  and  aflced  Johnfon 
wh^  he  thought  of  itc    Johnfon  anfwered,  "  Warburton  has  moft:  generalj 
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moft  fcholaftick  learning ;  I.owth  is  the  more  corredb  fcholar.  I  do  not  know 
which  of  them  calls  names  beft."  The  King  was  pleafed  to  fay  he  was  of 
the  fame  opinion  i  adding,  "  You  do  not  think  then,  Dr.  Johnfon,  that  tfiere 
was  much  argument  in  the  cafe."  Johnfon  faid,  he»did  not  think  there  was. 
"  Why  truly,  (faid  the  King,)  when  once  it  comes  to  calling  names,  argu- 
ment is  pretty  well  at  an  end." 

His  Majefly  then  afked  him  what  he  thought  of  Lord  Lyttelton's  hiftory, 
which  was  then  juft  publiflied.  Johnfon  faid,  he  thought  his  ftyle  pretty  good, 
but  that  he  had  blamed  Henry  the  Second  rather  too  much.  '•  Why,  (faid 
the  King,)  they  feldom  do  thefe  things  by  halves."  "  No,  Sir,  (anfwered 
Johnfon,)  not  to  Kings."  But  fearing  to  be  mifunderftood,  he  proceeded  to 
explain  himfelf  5  and  immediately  fubjoined,  "  That  for  thofe  who  Ipoke 
worfe  of  Kings  than  they  deferved,  he  could  find  no  excufc,  but  that  he  could 
more  eafily  conceive  how  fome  might  fpeak  better  of  them  than  they  deferved, 
without  any  ill  intention  j  for,  as  Kings  had  much  in  their  power  to  give, 
thofe  who  were  favoured  by  them  would  frequently,  from  gratitude,  exagge- 
rate their  praifes  ;  and  as  this  proceeded  from  a  good  motive,  it  was  certainly 
cxcufeable,  as  far  as  errour  could  be  excufeable." 

The  King  then  alkcd  him  what  he  thought  of  Dr.  Hill.  Johnfon  anfwered, 
that  he  was  an  ingenious  man,  but  had  no  veracity;  and  immediately 
mentioned,  as  an  inftance  of  it,  an  affertion  of  that  writer,  that  he  had 
fcen  objefts  magnified  to  a  much  greater  degree  by  ufing  three  or  four  micro- 
fcopes  at  a  time,  than  by  ufing  one.  "  Now,  (added  Johnfon,)  every  one 
acquainted  with  microfcopes  knows,  that  the  more  of  them  he  looks  through, 
the  lefs  the  obje6t  will  appear."  "  Why,  (replied  the  King,)  this  is  not  only 
telling  an  untruth,  but  telling  it  clumfily ;  for,  if  that  be  the  cafe,  every  one 
who  can  look  through  a  microfcope  will  be  able  to  detedt  him." 

*'  I  now,  (faid  Johnfon  to  his  friends,  when  relating  what  had  pafled,) 
began  to  confider  that  I  was  depreciating  this  man  in  the  eftimation  of  his 
Ibvcreign,  and  thought  it  was  time  for  me  to  fay  fomething  that  might  be 
more  favourable."  He  added,  therefore,  that  Dr.  Hill  was,  notwithftanding, 
a  very  curious  obferver ;  and  if  he  would  have  been  contented  to  tell  the 
world  no~  more  than  he  knew,  he  might  have  been  a  very  confiderable  man, 
and  needed  not  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  mean  expedients  to  raife  his 
reputation. 

The  King  then  talked  of  literary  journals,  mentioned  particularly  the 
Journal  des  Smansy  and  aiked  Johnfon  if  it  was  welf  done.  Johnfon  faid, 
it  was  formerly  very  well  done,  and  gave  fome  account  of  the  perfons  who 
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began  it,  and  carried  it  on  for  fome  years  i  enlargbg  at  the  fame  time,  on  the 
nature  and  ufe  of  fuch  works.  The  King  alked  him  if  it  was  well  done  now. 
Johnfon  anfwered,  he  had  no  reafon  to  think  that  it  was.  The  King  then 
afked  him  if  there  were  any  other  literary  journals  publiftied  in  this  kingdom, 
except  the  Monthly  and  Critical  Reviews  \  and  on  being  anfwered  there  were 
no  other,  his  Majefty  afked  which  of  them  was  the  heft :  Johnfon  anfwered, 
that  the  Monthly  Review  was  done  with  moft  care,  the  Critical  upon  the  beft 
principles ;  adding,  that  the  authours  of  the  Monthly  Review  were  enemies 
to  the  Church.     This  the  King  faid  he  was  forry  to  hear. 

The  converfation  next  turned  on  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions,  when 
Johnfon  obferved,  that  they  had  now  a  better  method  of  arranging  their 
materials  than  formerly.  "  Aye,  (faid  the  King,)  they  are  obliged  to  Dr. 
Johnfon  for  that  j"  for  his  Majefly  had  heard  and  remembered  the  circum- 
ftance,  which  Johnfon  himfelf  had  forgot. 

His  Majefly  exprefTed  a  defire  to  have  the  literary  biography  of  this  country 
ably  executed,  and  propofed  to  Dr.  Johnfon  to  undertake  it.  Johnfon  fignified 
his  readinefs  to  comply  with  his  Majefly's  wifhes. 

During  the  whole  of  this  interview,  Johnfon  talked  to  his.  Majefly  with 
profound  refpeft,  but  flill  in  his  firm  manly  manner,  with  a  fonorous  voice> 
and  never  in  that  fubdued  tone  which  is  commonly  ufed  at  the  levee  and  in 
the  drawing-room.  .  After  the  King  withdrew,  Johnfon  fhewed  himfelf  highly 
pleafed  with  his  Majcfly*s  converfation  and  gracious  behaviour.  He  faid  to 
Mr.  Barnard,  "  Sir,  they  may  talk  of  the  King  as  they  will ;  but  he  is  the 
finefl  gendcman  I  have  ever  feen."  And  he  afterwards  obferved  to  Mr. 
Langton,  "  Sir,  his  manners  are  thofe  of  as  fine  a  gentleman  as  we  may 
fuppofe  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  or  Charles  the  Second." 

At  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's,  where  a  circle  of  Johnfon's  friends  was  colle<5led 
round  him  to  hear  his  account  of  this  memorable  converfation.  Dr.  Jofeph 
"Warton,  in  his  frank  and  lively  manner,  was  very  aftive  in  prefBng  him  ta 
mention  the  particulars.  "  Come  now.  Sir,  this  is  an  interefling  matter  i  do 
favour  us  with  it."     Johnfon,  with  great  good  htimour,  complied. 

He  told  them,  "  I  found  his  Majefly  wifhed  I  fhould  talk,  and  I  made 
it  my  bufinels  to  talk.  I  find  it  does  a  man  good  to  be  ulked  to  by  his 
fovereign.  In  the  firft  place,  a  man.  cannot  be  m  a  paflion — "  Here  fome 
queflion  interrupted  him,  which  is  to  be  regretted,  as  he  certainly  would 
have  pointed  out  and  illuflrated  many  circunnddances  of  advantage,  from  being  in 
a  fituadon,  where  the  powers  of  the  mind  are  at  once  excited  to  vigoroua 
exerdon,  and  tempered  by  reverential  awe. 
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During  all  the  time  in  which  Dr.  Johnfon  was  employed  in  relating  to  the 
circle  at  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds's  the  particulars  of  what  pafled  between  the 
King  and  him,  Dr.  Goldfmith  remained  unmoved  upon  a  fopha  at  fome 
diftance,  afFefting  not  to  join  in  the  lead  in  the  eager  curiofity  of  the  com- 
pany. He  affigned  as  a  reafon  for  his  gloom  and  feeming  inattention,  that  he 
apprehended  Johnfon  had  relinquifhed  his  purpofe  of  furnifhing  him  with  a 
Prologue  to  his  play,  with  the  hopes  of  which  he  had  been  flattered ;  but  it 
was  ftrongly  fufpefted  that  he  was  fretting  with  chagrin  and  envy  at  the 
fmgular  honour  Dr.  Johnfon  liad  lately  enjoyed.  At  length,  the  franknefs 
and  fimplicity  of  his  natural  charafter  prevailed.  He  Iprung  from  the  fopha, 
advanced  to  Johnfon,  and  in  a  kind  of  flutter,  from  imagining  himfelf  in  the 
fituation  which  he  had  jufl:  been  hearing  defcribed,  exclaimed,  "  Well,  you 
acquitted  yourfelf  in  this  converfation  better  than  I  ftiould  have  done ;  for  I 
fliould  have  bowed  and  fl:ammered  through  the  whole  of  it." 

I  received  no  letter  from  Johnfon  this  year  i  nor  have  I  difcovered  any  of  the 
correfpondence  *  he  had,  except  the  two  letters  to  Mr.  Drummond,  wliich  have 
been  inferted,  for  the  fake  of  connexion  with  that  to  the  fame  gendeman  in 
1766.  His  diary  affords  no  light  as  to  his  employment  at  this  time.  He 
paflTed  three  months  at  Lichfield  j  and  I  cannot  omit  an  aflfefting  and  folemn 
fcene  thercj  as  related  by  himfelf: 

"  Sunday,  OA.  18,  1767.  Yefl:erday,  Odb.  17,  at  about  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  took  my  leave  for  ever  of  my  dear  old  friend,  Catherine  Chambers, 
who  came  to  live  with  my  mother  about  1724,  and  has  been  but  little  parted 
from  us  fince.  She  buried  my  father,  my  brother,  and  my  mother.  She  is 
now  fifty-eight  years  old. 

"  I  defired  all  to  withdraw,  then  told  her  that  we  were  to  part  for  ever; 
that  as  CJiriftians,  we  fliould  part  with  prayer ;  and  that  I  would,  if  flie  was 
willing,  fay  a  fliort  prayer  befide  her.  She  expreflfed  great  defire  to  hear  me; 
and  held  up  her  poor  hands,  as  flie  lay  in  bed,  with  great  fervour,  while  I 
prayed,  kneeling  by  her,  nearly  in  the  following  words : 

"  Almighty  and  mofl:  merciful  Father,  whofe  loving- kindnefs  is  over  all  thy 
works,  behold,  vifit,  and  relieve  this  thy  fervant,  who  is  grieved  with  ficknefs. 
Grant  that  the  fenfe  of  her  weaknefs  may  add  fl:rength  to  her  faith,  and  feriouf- 
nefs  to  her  repentance.  And  grant  that  by  the  help  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  after 
the  pams  and  labours  of  this  fliort  life,  we  may  all  obtain  evcrlailing  happinefs, 

■  It  is  proper  here  to  mention,  that  whan  I  fpeak  of  his  correfpondence,  I  conlidcr  it  indepen* 
dent  of  the  v^uminous  coHeftion  of  letters  which,  in  the  cburfe  of  many  years,  he  wrote  to 
Mrs.  Thralc,  which  forms  a  feparatc  part  of  Lis  works ;  and  as  a  proof  of  the  high  eftimation  fct 
on  any.  tiling  which  cam^  from  his  pen,  was  fold  by  that  lady  for  the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds. 
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through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  for  whofe  fake  hear  our  prayers.     Amen. 
Our  Father,  &c. 

*'  i  then  kiffed  her.  She  told  me,  that  to  part  was  the  greateft  pain  that  fhc 
had  ever  felt,  and  that  fhe  hoped  we  fhould  meet  again  in  a  better  place.  I 
expreffed,  with  fwelled  eyes,  and  great  emotion  of  tendemefs,  the  fame  hopes. 
We  kiffed,  and  parted.   I  humbly  hope  to  meet  again,  and  to  part  no  more  '." 

By  thofe  who  have  been  taught  to  look  upon  Johnfon  as  a  man  of  a  harfh  and 
ftern  charafter,  let  this  tender  and  affeftionate  fcene  be  candidly  read ;  and  let 
them  then  judge  whether  more  warmth  of  heart,  and  gratefiil  kindnefi,  is 
often  found  in  human  nature.  * 

We  have  the  following  notice  in  his  devotional  record : 

"  Auguft  2,  1767.  I  have  been  difturbed  and  unfettled  for  a  long  time, 
and  have  been  without  refolution  to  apply  to  ftudy  or  to  bufinefs,  being  hin- 
dered by  fudden  fnatches '." 

He,  however,  fumifhed  Mr.  Adams  with  a  Dedication*  to  the  King  of 
that  ingenious  gendeman's  <*  Treatife  on  the  Globes,"  conceived  and  expreflcd 
in  fiich  a  manner  as  could  not  fail  to  be  very  grateful  to  a  monarch,  diftin^ 
guilhed  for  his  love  of  the  Iciences. 

This  year  was  publilhed.a  ridicule  of  his  flyle,  under  the  title  of  *^  Lexi- 
phanes."  Sir  John  Hawkins  afcribes  it  to  Dr.  Kenrick;  but  its  authour  was 
one  Campbell,  a  Scotch  purfer  in  the  navy.  The  ridicule  confifted  in  apply- 
ing Johnfon's  **  words  of  large  meaning,"  to  infignificant  matters,  as  if  one 
fliould  put  the  armour  of  Goliath  upon  a  dwarf  The  contraft  might  be  laugh- 
able ;  but  the  dignity  of  the  armour  muft  remain  the  fame  in  all  confidcratc 
minds.  This  malicious  drollery,  therefore,  it  may  eafily  be  fuppofed,  could 
do  no  harm  to  its  illuftrious  objeft. 

It  appears  from  his  notes  of  the  ftate  of  his  mind*,  that 'he  fuffered  great  176S 
perturbation  and  diftraftion  in  1768.  Nothing  of  his  writing  was  given  to 
the  publick  this  year,  except  the  Prologue*  to  his  friend  Goldfmith's  comedy 
of  *^  The  Good-natured  Man."  The  firft  lines  of  this  Prologue  are  ftrongly 
charafteriftical  of  the  difmal  gloom  of  his  mind ;  which  in  his  cafe,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  all  who  are  diftrefled  with  the  fame  malady  of  imagination,  transfers 
to  others  its  own  feelings.  WKo  could  fuppofe  that  it  was  to  introduce  a 
comedy,  when  Mr.  Benfley  folemnly  began, 

"  Prefs'd  with  the  load  of  life,  the  weary  mind 
"  Surveys  die  general  toil  of  human  kind." 

but  this  dark  ground  might  make  Goldfmith's  humour  fhine  the  more. 
*  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  77  and  78.  '  Ibid.  p.  73.  *  Ibid.  p.  81. 
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In  the  fpring  of  this  year,  having  publifhed  my  "  Account  of  Corfica,  with 
the  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  that  Ifland,"  I  returned  to  London,  very  defirous  to 
fee  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  hear  him  upon  the  fubjeft.  I  found  he  was  at  Oxford, 
with  his  friend  Mr.  Chambers,  who  was  now  Vinerian  Profeflbr,  and  lived  in 
New  Inn  Hall.  Having  had  no  letter  from  him  fince  that  in  which  he  criri- 
cifed  the  Latinity  of  my  Thefis,  and  having  been  told  by  fomebody  that  he  was 
offended  at  my  having  put  into  my  book  an  extraft  of  his  letter  to  me  at 
Paris,  I  was  impatient  to  be  with  him,  and  therefore  followed  him  to  Oxford, 
where  I  was  entertained  by  Mr.  Chambers,  with  a  civility  which  I  fliall  ever 
gratefully  remember.  |  found  that  Dr.  Johnfon  had  fent  a  letter  to  me  to  Scot- 
land, and  that  I  had  nothing  to  complain  of  but  his  being  more  indifferent  to 
my  anxiety  than  I  wiflied  him  to  be.  Inftead  of  giving,  with  the  circumftances 
of  time  and  place,  fuch  fragments  of  his  converiation  as  I  prelerved  during 
this  vifit  to  Oxford,  I  fliall  throw  them  together  in  continuation. 

I  alked  him  whether,  as  a  moralift,  he  did  not  think  that  the  praftice  of 
the  law>  in  fome  degree,,  hurt  the  nice  feeling  of  honefty.  Johnson.  "  Why 
no.  Sir,  if  you  aft  properly.  You  are  not  to  deceive  your  clients  with  falfe 
reprefentations  of  your  opinion :  you  are  not  to  tell  lies  to  a  judge.*'  Boswell. 
**  But  what  do  you  think  of  fupporting  a  caufc  which  you  know  to  be  bad  ?'*^ 
Johnson.  "  Sir>  you  do  not  know  it  to  be  good  or  bad  till  the  Judge  deter- 
mines it*  I  have  faid  that  you  are  to  ftate  fafts  fairly ;  fo  that  your  thinking, 
or  what  you  call  knowing  a  caufe  to  be  bad,  rouft  be  from  rcafoning,  muft  be 
from  your  fuppofing  your  arguments  to  be  weak  and  inconclufive.  But,  Sfr,  that 
is  not  enough.  An  argument  which  does  not  convince  yourfelfi  may  convince 
the  Judge  to  whom  you  urge  it :  and  if  it  does  convince  him,  why  then.  Sir,, 
you  are  wrong,  and  he  is  right*  It  is  his  bufinefs  to  judge  j  and  you  are  not 
to  be  confident  in  your  own  opinion  that  a  caufe  is  bad,  but  to  fay  all  you 
can  for  your  client,  and  then  hear  the  Judge's  opinion."  Bqswell.  ^'  But> 
Sir,  docs  not  affefting  a  warmth  when  you  have  no  warmth>  and  appearing 
to  be  clearly  of  one  opinion  when  you  are  in  reality  of  another  opinion,  does 
not  fuch  diffimulation  impair  one's  honefty  ?  Is  there  not  fome  danger  that 
a  lawyer  may  put  on  the  fame  maik  in  common  life,  in  the  intcrcourfe  witK 
his  friends  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why  no.  Sir.  Every  body  knows  you  arc  paid 
for  affefting  warmth  for  your  client;  and  it  is,  therefore,  properly  no  diffimu- 
lation :  the  moment  you  come  from  the  bar  you  refume  your  ufiial  behaviour. 
Sir,  a  man  will  no  more  carry  the  artifice  of  the  bar  into  the  conunon  inter- 
courfe  of  fociety,  than  a  man  who  is  paid  for  tumbling  upon  his  hands  will 
continue  to  tumble  upon  his  hands  when  he  fliould  walk  on  his  feet." 
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Talfcing  of  fome  of  the  modern  plays,  he  faid  "  Falfe  Delicacy*'  waJ  »7^8- 
totally  void  of  charafter.  He  praifed  Goldfmith's  «  Good-natured  Man ;"  ^SatTTo! 
faid^  it  was  die  bcft  comedy  riiat  had  appeared  fince  **  The  Provoked  Huf- 
bahd,"  and  diat  there  had  not  been  of  late  any  fuch  charafter  exhibited  on 
the  flage  as  that  of  Croaker.  I  obferved  it  was  the  Sulpirius  of  his  Rambler. 
He  faid,  Goldfmith  had  owned  he  had  borrowed  it  fix)m  thence.  "  Sir,  (con- 
tinued he,)  there  is  all  the  difference  in  the  world  between  charafters  of 
nature  and  characters  of  manners  -,  and  fb€re  is  the  difference  between  the 
characters  of  Fielding  and  diofc  of  Richardfon.  Characters  of  manners  arc 
very  entertaining  j  but  they  are  to  be  underftood,  by  a  more  fuperficial  obferver, 
than  characters  of  nature,  where  a  man  mull  dive  into  the  recefles  of  the 
vhuman  heart.'* 

It  always  appeared  to  me  that  he  eftimated  the  compofitions  of  Richardfon 
too  highly,  and  that  he  had  an  unreafonable  prejudice  againft  Fielding. 
In  comparing  thofe  two  writers,  he  ufed  this  expreffion ;  '^  that  there  was 
as  great  a  difference  between  them  as  between  a  man  who  knew  how  a 
•watch  was  made,  and  a  man  who  could  tell  the  hour  by  looking  on  the 
dial-plate."  This  was  a  fhort  and  figurative  ftate  of  his  difldnCtion  between 
clrawing  characters  of  nature  and  characters  only  of  manners.  But  I  cannot 
Jiclp  being  of  opinion,  that  the  neat  watches  of  Fielding  are  as  well  conftruCted 
.as  the  large  clocks  of  Richardfon,  and  that  his  dial-plates  are  brighter. 
Fielding's  characters,  though  they  do  not  expand  themfelves  fo  widely  in  dif- 
fertation,  are  as  juft  pictures  of  human  nature,  and  I  will  venture  to  fay/  have 
more  ftriking  features,  and  nicer  touches  of  the  pencil ;  and  though  Johnibii 
ufed  to  quote  with  approbation  a  faying  of  Richardfon*s,  "  that  the  virtues  of 
Fielding's  heroes  were  the  vices  of  a  truly  good  man,"  I  will  venture  to  add, 
that  the  moral  tendency  of  f'ielding's  writings,  though  it  does  not  encourage 
«  (trained  and  rarely  poflible  virtue,  is  ever  favourable  to  honour  and  honefty, 
.and  cherifhes  the*  benevolent  and  generous  affeCtions.  He  who  is  as  good  as 
Fielding  woidd  make  him,  is  an  amiable  member  of  fociety,  and  may  be  led 
on  by  more  regulated  inftruCtors,  to  a  higher  ftate  of  ethical  perfection. 

Johnfon  proceeded:  **  Even  Sir  Francis  Wronghead  is  a  character  of  man- 
ners, though  drawn  with  great  humour."  He  then  repeated,  very  happily,  all 
Sir  Francis's  credulous  account  to  Manly  of  his  being  with  "  the  great  man,'* 
>and  fecuring  a  place.  I  alked  him  if  the  *^  Sulpicious  Hufband"  did  not 
flirnifh  a  well-drawn  charadcr,  that  of  Ranger.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir ;  Ranger 
is  juft  a  rake,  a  mere  rake,  and  a  lively  young  fellow,  but  no  chardElcr'^ 

The  great  Douglas  caufe  was  at  this  dme  a  very  general  fubjeCt  of  difcuf- 
SiQVu  '  I  found  he  had  not  ftudied  it  with  much  attention,  but  had  only  heard 
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1768.  parts  of  it  oceafionally.  He,  however,  talked  of  it,  and  faid,  "  I  am  of 
iEtat.  59.  opinion  that  pofitive  proof  of  fraud  fhould  not  be  required  of  the  plaintiff,, 
but  that  the  Judges  Ihould  decide  according  as  probability  Ihall  appear  to 
preponderate,  granting  to  the  defendant  the  prefumption  of  filiation  to  be 
ftrong  in  his  favour.  And  I  think  too,  that  a  good  deal  of  weight  fhould  be 
allowed  to  the  dying  declarations,  becaufe  they  were  fpontaneous.  There  is 
a  great  difference  between  what  is  faid  without  our  being  urged  to  it,  and 
what  is  faid  from  a  kind  of  compulfion.  If  I  praife  a  man's  book  without 
being  afked  my  opinion  of  it,  that  is  honefl  praife,  to  which  one  may  trufl,. 
But  if  an  authour  aflcs  me  if  I  like  his  book,  and  I  give  him  fomething  like 
praife,  it  muft  not  be  taken  as  my  real  opinion^ 

*'  I  have  not  been  troubled  for  a  long  time  with  authours  defiring  my  opinioi> 
of  their  works.  I  ufed  once  to  be  fadly  plagued  with  a  man  who  wrote  verfes, 
but  who  literally  had  no  other  notion  of  a  verfe,  but  that  it  eonfifled  of  tei> 
fyllables.     Lay  your  knife  and  your  fork  acrojs  your  plate^  was  to  him  a  verfe : 

Lay  your  knife  and  your  fork,  acrofs  your  plate. 

As  he  wrote  a  great  number  of  verfes  he  fometimes  by  chance  made  good 
ones>  though  he  did  not  know  it." 

He  renewed  his  promife  of  coming  to  Scodand,  and  going  with  me  to  the 
Hebrides,  but  faid  he  would  now  content  himfelf  with  feeing  one  or  two  of 
the  mofl  curious  of  them.  He  faid  "  Macaulay,  who  writes  the  account  of 
St.  Kilda,  fet  out  widx  a  prejudice  againft  prejudices,  and  wanted  to  be  a  fmart 
modern  thinker ;  and  yet  he  affirms  for  a  truths  that  when  a  fhip  arrives  there 
all  the  inhabitants  are  fcized  with  a  cold." 

He  expatiated  00  the  advantages  of  Qjrfbrd  for  learning.  "  There  is  here^ 
Sir,  (faid  he>)  fuch  a  progreffive  emulation.  The  fhidents  are  anxious  to 
appear  well  to  their  tutors  j  the  tutors  are  anxious  to  have  their  pupils  appear 
well  in  the  college  j  the  colleges  are  anxious  to  have  their  fhidents  appear  well 
in  the  Univerfixy ;  and  there  are  excellent  rules  of  difcipline  in  every  college* 
That  the  rules  are  fometimes  ill  obferved,.  may  be  true  \  but  is  nothing  againft 
the  fyflem.  The  members  of  an  Univerfity  may,  for  a  feafon,  be  unmindful 
of  their  duty.     I  ^m  arguing  for  the  excellency  of  the  inflitution." 

Of  Guthrie  he  faid,,  "  Sir,  he  is  a  man  of  parts.  He  has  no  great  regulac 
fund  of  knowledge  5  but  by  reading  fo  long,  and. writing  fo  long,  he  no  doubt 
has  picked  up  a  good  deaU" 

He  faid  he  had.  lately  been  a  long  while  at  Lichfield,  but  had  grown  very 
weary  before  he  left  it.  Boswbll..  "  I  wonder  at  that.  Sir ;  it  is  your  native 
place."    Johnson.,  "  Why  fo  is  Scotland  ^^//r  native  place." 
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His  prejudice  againft  Scotland  appeared  remarkably  ftrong  at  this  time.      '7^^- 
When  I  talked  of  our  advancement  in  literature,.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  you  have  ii^^Jf^ 
learnt  a  litde  from  us,  and  you  think  yourfelves  very  great  men.     Hume    * 
would  never  have  written  Hiftory,  had  not  Voltaire  written  it  before  him.   He 
is  an  echo  of  Voltaire."     Boswell.    "  But,  Sir,   we  have  Lord  Kames.'* 
Johnson.    "  You  have  Lord  Kames.     Keep  him  j  ha,  ha,  ha !     We  don't 
envy  you  him.     Do  you  ever  fee  Dr.  Robertfon  ?"     Boswell.  "  Yes,  Sir.'' 
Johnson.  "  Does  the  dog  talk  of  me  ? "  Boswell.     "  Indeed,  Sir,  he  does, 
and  loves  you."  Thinking  that  I  now  had  him  in  a  corner,  and  being  folicitous 
for  the  literary  fame  of  my  country,  I  prefled  him  for  his  opinion  on  the 
merit  of  Dr.  Robertfon's  Hiftory  of  Scodand.     But,  to  my  furprize,    he 
efcaped. — "  Sir,  I  love  Robertfbn,  and  I  won't  talk  of  his  book." 

It  is  but  juftice  both  to  him  and  Dr.  Robertfon  to  add,  that  though  he 
indulged  himfelf  in  this  fally  of  wit,  he  had  too  good  tafte  not  to  be  fully 
fenfible  of  the  merits  of  that  admirable  work. 

An  eflay,  written  by  Mr.  Deane,  a  divine  of  the  Church  of  England, 
maintaining  the  future  life  of  brutes,  by  an  explication  of  certain  parts  of  the 
fcriptures,  was  mentioned,  and  the  doftrine  infifted  on  by  a  gendeman  wha 
feemed  fond  of  curious  (peculation.  Johnfbn,  who  did  not  like  to  hear  of 
any  thing  concerning  a  future  fbte  which  was  not  authorifcd  by  the  regular 
canons  of  orthodoxy,  difcouraged  this  talk  j  and  being  offended  at  its  continua- 
tion, he  watched  an  opportunity  to  give  the  gentleman  a  blow  of  reprehenfion. 
So,  when  die  poor  fpecularift,  with  a  ferious  metaphyfical  penfive  face,  addrefled 
him,  "  But  really,  Sir,  when  we  fee  a  very  fenfible  dog,  we  don't  know  what 
to  think  of  him."  Johnfon,  rolling  with  joy  at  the  thought,  which  beamed 
in  his  eye,  turned  quickly  round,  and  replied,  "  True,  Sir :  and  when  we  fee 
a  very  foolifh  feUoWy  we  don't  know  what  to  think  of  bim**  He  then  rofe 
up,  ftrided  to  the  fire,  and  ftood  for  fome  time  laughing  and  exulting. 

I  told  him  that  I  had  feveral  times,  when  in  Italy,  feen  the  experiment  of 
placing  a  fcorpion  within  a  circle  of  burning  coals  j  that  it  ran  round  and 
round  in  extreme  pain ;  and  finding  no  way  to  efcape^  retired  to  the  centre^ 
and,  like  a  true  Stoick  philofopher,  darted  its  fting  into  its  head,  and  thus  at 
once  freed  itlelf  from  its  woes.  "  Thi^  muft  end  'em.'*  I  faid,  this  was  a  curious 
faft,  as  it  fhewed  deliberate  fuicide  in  a  reptile.  Johnfon  would  not  admit 
the  faft.  He  faid,  Maupertuis  was  of  opinion  that  it  does  not  kill  itfelf,  but 
dies  of  the  heat  j  that  it  gets  to  the  centre  of  the  circle,  as  the  cooleft  place  i 
that  its  turning  its  tail  in  upon  its  head  is  merely  a  convulfion,  and  that  it  does 
iiot  fting  itfelf.   He  faid  he  would  be  fatisfied  if  the  great  an^tomift  Morgagni^ 
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after  differing  a  fcorpion  upon  whom  the  experiment  had  been  tried,  (hould 
certify  that  its  fting  had  penetrated  into  its  head. 

He  feemed  pleafed  to  talk  of  natural  philofophy.  "  That  woodcocks,  (laid 
he,)  fly  over  to  the  northern  countries,  is  proved,  becaufe  they  have  been 
obfcrved  at  fea.  Swallows  certainly  fleep  all  the  winter.  A  number  of  them 
conglobulate  together,  by  flying  round  and  round,  and  then  all  in  a  heap 
throw  themfelves  under  water,  and  lye  in  the  bed  of  a  river."  He  told  us, 
one  of  his  firft  eflfays  was-a  Latin  poem  upon  the  glow-worm.  I  am  forry  I 
did  not  aflc  where  it  was  to  be  found. 

Talking  of  the  Rufllans  and  the  Chinefe,  he  advifed  me  to  read  Bell's 
travels.  I  aflced  him  whether  I  fliould  read  Du  Halde's  account  of  China. 
^'  Why  yes,  (faid  he,)  as  one  reads  fuch  a  book  ;  that  is  to  fay,  confult  it." 

He  talked  of  the  heinoufnefs  of  the  crime  of  adultery,  by  which  the^peacc 
of  families  was  deftroyed.  He  faid,  **  Confufion  of  progeny  conftitutes  the 
cflfence  of  the  crime ;  and  therefore  a  woman  who  breaks  her  marriage  vows 
is  much  more  criminal  than  a  man  who  does  it.  A  man,  to  be  fure,  is 
criminal  in  the  fight  of  God  :  but  he  does  not  do  his  wife  a  very  material 
injury,  if  he  does  not  infult  her ;  if,  for  inftance,  from  mere  wantonnefs  of 
appetite,  he  fteals  privately  to  her  chambermaid.  Sir,  a  wife  ought  not 
greatly  to  refent  this.  I  would  not  receive  home  a  daughter  who  had  run 
.away  from  her  hufband  on  that  account.  A  wife  Ihould  ftudy  to  reclaim  hei" 
huiband  by  more  attention  to  pleafe  him.  Sir,  a  man  will  not,  once  in  a 
hundred  inftances,  leave  his  wife  and  go  to  a  harlot,  if  his  wife  has  not  been 
negligent  of  pleafing/' 

I  alked  him  if  it  was  not  hard  that  one  deviation  from  chaftity  fliould  fb  abfb- 
^  lutely  ruin  a  young  woman.   Johnson.  *'  Why  no.  Sir;  it  is  the  great  principle 
which  flie  is  taught.     When  flie  has  given  up  that  principle,  flic  has  given  up 
every  notion  of  female  honour  and  virtue,  which  are  all  mcluded  in  chaftity.*' 

A  gendeman  talked  to  him  of  a  lady  whom  he  gready  admired  and  wiflied 
to  marry,  but  was  afraid  of  her  fuperiority  of  talents.  *^  Sir,  (faid  he,)  you 
need  not  be  afraid ;  marry  her.  Before  a  year  goes  about,  you'll  find  that 
reafon  much  weaker,  and  that  wit  not  fb  bright.'*  Yet  the*  gentleman  may 
be  juftified  in  his  apprehenfion  by  one  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  admirable  fentences 
inr  his  life  of  Waller :  "  He  doubtlefs  praifed  many  whom  he  would  have  been 
afraid /to  marry;  and,  perhaps,  married  one  whom  he  would  have  been 
afhamed  to  praife.  Many  qualities  contribute  to  domeftick  happinefs,  upon 
which  poetry  has  no  colours  to  beflow ;  and  many  airs  and  fallics  may  delight 
imagination,'  which  he  who  flatters  them  never  can  approve/* 
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He  praiied  Signor  Bzretd.  "  His  account  of  Italy  is  a  very  entertaining 
book ;  andj  Sir,  I  know  no  man  who  carries  his  head  higher  in  converfation 
than  Baretti.  There  are  ftrong  powers  in  his  mind.  He  has  not,  indeed, 
many  hooks ;  but  with  what  hooks  he  has  he  grapples  very  forcibly-" 

At  this  time  I  obferved  upon  the  dial-plate  of  his  watch  a  Ihort  Greek 
infcription,  taken  from  the  New  Teftament,  Nug  cpxtr^i,  being  the  firft  words 
of  our  Saviour's  folemn  admonition  to  the  improvement  of  that  time  which 
is  allowed  us  to  prepare  for  eternity  5  "  the  night  cometh  when  no  man  can 
work/'  He  fome  time  afterv«ards  laid  afide  this  dial-plate  j  and  when  I  aflced 
him  the  reafon,  he  faid,  "  It  might  do  very  well  upon  a  clock  which  a  man 
keeps  in  his  clofetj  but  to  have  it  upon  his  watch  which  he  carries  about 
with  him,  and  which  is  often  looked  at  by  others,  might  be  cenfured  as 
oftentatious."  Mr.  Steevens  is  now  poffeffed  of  the  dial-plate  infcribed  as 
above. 

He  remained  at  Oxford  a  confiderable  time ;  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  London^ 
where  I  received  his  letter,  which  had  been  returned  from  Scotland. 

To  James  Bos  well,   E/q. 

"  My  dear  Boswell, 

*'  I  H  A  V5  omitted  a  long  time  to  write  to  you,  without  knowing  very 
well  why.  I  could  now  tell  why  I  fhould  not  write,  for  who  would  write  to 
men  who  publiih  the  letters-  of  their  friends  without  their  leave  ?  Yet  I  write 
to  you  in  fpite  of  my  caution,  to  tell  you  ihat  I  Ihall.be  glad  to  fee  you,  and 
that  I  wifh  you  would  empty  your  head  of  Corfica,  which  I  think  has  filled 
it  rather  too  long.  But,  at  all  events,  I  ihall  be  glad,  very  glad  to  fee 
you.     I  am.  Sir,  •  .  * 

**  Yours  afFedionately, 

"  Oxforf,  March  23, 1768.  Sam.  J O H n SO N." 

I  anfwered  thus : 

To  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

"  My  pear  Sir,  London,  26th  April,  1768. 

"  I  HAV5  received  your  laft  letter,  which,  though  very  fliort,  and 
by  no  means  complimentary,  yet  gave  me  real  pleafure,  becaufe  it  contains 
thefe  words,  *  I  Hall  be  glad,  very  glad  to  fee  you/-— Surely,  you  have  no 
reafon  to  complain  of  my  publifhing  a  fingle  par^ragh  of  one  of  your  letters  ^ 
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the  temptation  to  it  was  fo  ftrong.  An  irrevocable  grant  of  your  fiiendfhip, 
and  your  dignifying  my  defire  of  vifiting  Corfica  with  the  epithet  of  *  a  wife 
and  noble  curiofity,'  are  to  me  more  valuable  than  many  of  the  grants  of  kings. 
"  But  how  can  you  bid  me  '  empty  my  head  of  Corfica  ? '  My  noble- 
minded  friend,  do  you  not  feel  for  an  opprefled  nation  bravely  ftruggling  to 
be  free  ?  Confider  fairly  what  is  the  cafe.  The  Corficans  never  received  any 
kindnefs  from  the  Genoefe.  They  never  agreed  to  be  fubjeft  to  them.  They 
owe  them  nothing ;  and  when  reduced  to  an  abjeft  (late  of  flavery,  by  force, 
fhall  they  not  rife  in  the  great  caufe  of  liberty,  and  break  the  galling  yoke  ? 
And  (hall  not  every  liberal  (bul  be  warm  for  them  ?  Empty  my  head  of 
Corfica !  Empty  it  of  honour,  empty  it  of  humanity,  empty  it  of  friend- 
(hip,  empty  it  of  piety.  No !  while  I  live,  Corfica  and  the  caufe  of  the 
brave  iflanders  (hall  ever  employ  much  of  my  attention,  (hall  ever  intcreft  me 
in  the  fincereft  manner. 

^^  I  am,  &c, 

*^  James  Boswbll." 

Upon  his  arrival  in  London  in  May,  he  furprized  me  one  morning  with 
a  vifit  at  my  lodgings  in  Half-Moon-(b'eet,  was  quite  fatisfied  with  my  expla- 
nation, and  was  in  the  kinde(t  and  mofl:  agreeable  frame  of  mind.  As  he 
had  objefted  to  a  part  of  one  of  his  letters  being  publifhed,  I  diought  it  right 
to  take  this  opportunity  of  afking  him  explicitly  whether  it  would  be  improper 
to  publifh  his  letters  after  his  death.  His  anfwer  was,  "  Nay,  Sir,  when  I  am 
dead,  you  may  do  as  you  will." 

He  talked  in  his  ufual  flyle  with  a  rough  contempt  of  popular  liberty. 
*'  They  make  a  rout  about  univerfal  liberty,  without  confidering  that  all  that 
is  to  be  valued,  or  indeed  can  be  enjoyed  by  individuals,  is  private  liberty. 
Political  liberty  is  good  only  (b  far  as  it  produces  private  liberty.  Now,  Sir, 
there  is  the  liberty  of  the  prcfs,  which  you  know  is  a  conftant  topick.  Sup- 
pofe  you  and  I  and  two  hundred  more  were  reftrained  Trom  printing  our 
thoughts :  what  then  ?  What  proportion  would  that  reftraint  upon  us  bear 
to  the  private  happinefs  of  the  nation  ? " 

This  mode  of  reprefenting  the  inconveniencies  of  reftraint  as  light  and  infig- 
nificant,  was  a  kind  of  fophi(hy  in  which  he  delighted  to  indulge  himfelfi  in 
oppofition  to  the  extreme  laxity  for  which  it  has  been  fa(hionable  for  too  many 
to  argue,  when  it  is  evident,  upon  refleftion,  that  the  very  eflence  of  govern- 
ment is  reftraint  s   and  certain  it  is>  that  as  government  produces  rational 
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Tiappinefi,  too  much  reftraint  is  better  than  too  little.  But  when  reftraint  is 
unneceflarjr,  and  (b  clofe  as  to  gall  thofe  who  are  fubjeft  to  it,  the  people 
may  and  ought  to  remonftrate ;  and,  if  relief  is  not  granted,  to  refill.  Of 
this  manly  and  Ipirited  principle,  no  man  was  more  convinced  than  Johnlbn 
himfelf. 

About  this  time  Dr.  Kenrick  attacked  him,  through  my  fides,  in  a  pam- 
phlet, entitled  "  An  Epiftle  to  James  Bofwell,  Efq.  occafioned  by  his  having 
tranfmitted  the  moral  Writings  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnibn  to  Pafcal  Paoli, 
General  of  the  Corficans."  I  was  at  firft  inclined  to  anfwer  this  pamphlet ;  but 
Johnfon,  who  knew  that  my  doing  fo  would  only  gratify  Kenrick,^  by  keeping 
alive  what  would  foon  die  away  of  itfelf,  would  not  fufier  me  to  take  any 
notice  of  it. 

His  fincere  regard  for  Francis  Barber,  his  faithfiil  negro  fervant,  made  him 
fo  defirous  of  his  further  improvement,  that  he  now  placed  him  at  a  fchool 
at  Biftiop  Stortford,  in  Hertfordfhire.  This  humane  attention  does  Johnfon's 
heart  much  honour.  Out  of  many  letters  which  Mr.  Barber  received  from 
his  mafl:er,  he  has  preferved  three,  which  he  kindly  gave  me,  and  which  I 
ihall  infcrt  according  to  their  dates. 

To  Mr.  Francis  Barber. 
*^  Dear  Francis, 

*'  I  have  been  very  much  out  of  order.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you 
are  well,  and  defign  to  come  foon  to  fee  you.  I  would  have  you  ftay  at 
Mrs.  Clapp's  for  the  prefent,  till  I  can  determine  what  we  fhall  do.  Be  a 
good  boy. 

**  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Clapp  and  to  Mr.  Fowler.    I  am 

"  Yours  afFedtionatdy, 
•' May28,  1768.  •  SaM.  JOHNSON.*' 

Soon  afterwards,  he  fupped  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  in  the  Strand, 
with  a  company  whom  I  coUedted  to  meet  him.  They  were  Dr.  Percy,  now 
Biftiop  df  Dromore,  I?r.  Douglas,  now  Biftiop  of  Carlifle,  Mr.  Langton, 
Dr.  Robertfon  the  Hifl:orian,  Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  who 
wiftied  much  to  be  introduced  to  thefe  eminent  Scotch  literati  j  but  on  the 
prefent  occafion  he  had  very  litde  opportunity  of  hearing  them  talk,  for  with 
an  exccfs  of  prudence,  for  which  Johnfon  afterwards  found  fault  with  them, 
chey  hardly  opened  their  lips,  and  that  only  to  fay  fomcthing  which  they  were 
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»768.      certain  would  not  cxpofe  them  to  the  fword  of  Goliah;  luch  was  their  anxiety 

iEut.  cq!  ^°^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^hcn  in  the  prcfencc  of  Johnfbn*    He  was  this  evening  in 

remarkable  vigour  pf  mind,  and  eager  to  exert  himfelf  in  converfation,  which 

he  did  with  great  readinefs  and  fluency ;  but  I  am  forry  to  find  that  I  have 

preferved  but  a  fmall  part  of  what  paffed. 

He  allowed  high  praile  to  Thomfon  as  a  poet ;  but  when  one  of  the  com- 
pany faid  he  was  alfo  a  very  good  man,  our  moralift  contcfted  this  with  great 
warmth,  accufing  him  of  grofs  fenfuality  and  licentioufnefs  of  manners.  I 
was  very  much  afraid  that  in  writing  Thomfon's  life.  Dr.  Johnfon  would  have 
treated  his  private  charafter  with  a  ftern  feverity,  but  I  wa^  agreeably  dif- 
appointed;  and  I  may  claim  a  little  merit  in  it,  from  my  having  been  at 
pains  to  fend  him  authentick  accounts  of  the  aflFeftionate  and  generous  condudb 
©f  that  poet  to  his  fifters,  one  of  whom,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Thomfon,  fchool- 
mafter  at  Lanark,  I  knew,  and  was  prefented  by  her  with  three  of  his  letters, 
one  of  which  Dr.  Johnfon  has  inferted  in  his  life. 

He  was  vehement  againft  old  Dr.  Mounfey,  of  Chelfea  College,  as  *^  a 
fellow  who  fwore  and  talked  bawdy."  "  I  have  been  often  in  his  company, 
(laid  Dr.  Percy,)  and  never  heard  him  fwear  or  talk  bawdy."  Mr.  Davies, 
who  fat  next  to  Dr.  Percy,  having  after  this  had  fbme  converfation  afidc  with 
him,  made  a  difcovery  which,  in  his  zeal  to  pay  court  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  he 
eagerly  proclaimed  aloud  from  the  foot  of  the  table :  "  O,  Sir,  I  have  found  out 
a  very  good  reafon  why  Dr.  Percy  nevA  heard  Mounfey  fwear  or  talk  bawdy'; 
for  he  tells  me,  he  never  faw  him  but  at  the  Duke  of  Northumberland's 
table."  "  And  fb.  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon  loudly,  to  Dr.  Percy,)  you  would 
Ihield  this  man  from  the  charge  of  Iwearing  and  talking  bawdy,  becaufe  he 
did  not  do  fo  at  the  Duke  of  Northumberland's  table.  Sir,  you  might  as 
well  tell  us  that  you  had  feen  him  hold  up  his  hand  at  the  ©Id  Bailey,  and  he 
neither  fwore  nor  talked  bawdy ;  or  that  you  had  feen  him  in  the  cart  at 
Tyburn,  and  he  neither  fwore  nor  talked  bawdy.  And  is  it  thus.  Sir,  that 
you  prefume  to  controvert  what  I  have  related  ? "  Dr.  Johnfon*s  animadver- 
fion  was  uttered  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  Dr.  Percy  feemed  to  be  dilpleafed, 
and  foon  afterwards  left  the  company,  of  which  Johnfon  did  not  at  that  rime 
take  any  notice. 

Swift  having  been  mentioned,  Jolinfon,  as  ufual,  treated  him  with  litde 
refpeft  as  an  authour.  Some  of  us  endeavoured  to  liipport  the  Dean  of  St. 
Patrick's,  by  various  arguments.  One  in  particular  praifed  his  **  Conduct  of 
the  Allies."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  his  *  Condudt  of  the  Allies*  is  a  performance 
of  very  litde  abilitj-."    «  Surely,  Sir,  (faid  Dr.  Douglas,)  you  muft  allow  it 
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has  ftrong  fafts."  Johnson.  "  Why  yes.  Sir;  but  what  is  that  to  the  merit  '7^8. 
of  the  compofition  ?  In  the  Scffions-papcr  of  the  Old  Bailey  there  are  ftrong  ^Mm^. 
fafts.  Houfebreaking  is  a  ftrong  fadt ;  robbery  is  a  ftrong  faft ;  and  murder 
is  a  mighty  ftrong  fa£t :  but  is  great  praife  due  to  the  hiftorian  of  thofe  ftrong 
fafts  ?  No,  Sin  Swift  has  told  what  he  had  to  tell  diftinftly  enough,  but 
that  is  all.  He  had  to  count  ten,  and  he  has  counted  it  right."'— Then  recol- 
lecting that  Mr.  Davies,  by  a£ting  as  an  informer^  had  ^^^^  the  occafion  of  his 
talking  fomewhat  too  harlhly  to  his  friend  Dr:  Percy,  for  which,  probably, 
when  the  firft  ebullidon  was  over,  he  felt  fome  compunction,  he  took  an  oppor- 
tunity to  give  Iiim  a  hit ;  fo  added,  with  a  preparatory  laugh,  "  Why,  Sir, 
Tom  Davies  might  have  written  *  the  Conduct  of  the  Allies."  Poor  Tom 
being  thus  fuddcniy  dragged  into  ludicrous  notice  in  prefence  of  the  Scottifli 
Doctors,  to  whom  he  was  ambitious  of  appearing  to  advantage,  was  grievoufly 
mortified.  Nor  did  his  punifhment  reft  here  5  for  upon  fubfeqUent  occa- 
fions,  whenever  he,  "  ftatefman  all  o*er,"  aflumed  a  ftrutting  importance,  L 
ufed  to  hail  him — "  the  Autbour  of  the  ConduSt  of  tU  Mies'' 

When  I  called  upon  Dr.  Johnfon  next  morning,  I  found  him  liighly  fatif- 
fied  with  his  colloquial  prowefs  the  preceding  evening.  "  Well,  (faid  he,) 
we  had  good  talk,"  Boswell.  "Yes,  Sir;  you  toflcd  and  gored  feveral 
peHbns*" 

The  late  Alexander  Earl  of  Eglintoune,  who  loved  wit  more  than  wine, 
and  men  of  genius  more  than  fycophants,  had  a  great  admiration  of  Johnfon; 
but  from  the  remarkable  elegance  of  his  own  manners,  was,  perhaps,  too 
delicately  fenfible  of  the  roughnefs  which  fometimes  appeared  jp  Johnfon*s  beha- 
viour. One  evening  about  this  time,  when  his  Lordfliip  did  me  the  honour 
to  fup  at  my  lodgings  widi  Dr.  Robertfon  and  feveral  other  men  of  literary 
diftin£tion,  he  regretted  that  Johnfon  had  not  been  educated  with  more  refine- 
ment, and  lived  more  in  polifhed  fociety.  "  Tf o,  no,  my  Lord,  (faid  Signor 
Baretti,)  do  with  him  what  you  would,  he  would  always  have  been  a  bear.** 
**  True,  (anfwered  the  Earl,  with  a  fmile,)  but  he  would  have  been  a  dancing 
.bear." 

To  obviate  all  the  reflexions  which  have  gone  round  the  world  to  Johnfon's 
prejudice,  by  applying  to  him  the  epithet  of  a  beary  let  me  imprefs  upon  my 
readers  a  juft  and  happy  faying  of  my  friend  Goldfmith,  who  knew  him  well : 
^^  Johnfon,  to  be  ftire,  has  a  roughnefs  in  his  manner  j  but  no  man  alive  has 
a  more  tender  heart.     He  has  nothing  of  the  bear  but  hisfkin'* 

In  1769,  fo  far  as  I  can  difcover,  the  publick  was  favoured  with  nothing  of     1769. 
his  compofition,  either  for  himfelf  or  any  of  his  friends.    His  "  Meditations'* 
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too'ftrongly  prove  that  he  fufFered  much  both  in  body  and  mind  j  yet  was  he 
perpetually  ftriving  againft  evily  and  nobly  endeavouring  to  advance  his  intel- 
leftual  and  devotional  improvement.  Every  generous  and  grateful  heart  muft 
feel  for  the  diftreffes  of  fo  eminent  a  benefaftor  to  mankind  -,  and  now  that  his 
unhappinefe  is  certainly  known,  muft  relpeft  that  dignity  of  charaftcr  which 
prevented  him  from  complaining. 

His  Majefty  having  this  year  inftituted  the  Royal  Academy,  Johnfon  had 
the  honour  of  being  appointed  Profeffor  of  Ancient  Literature.    In  the  courfe 
of  the  year  he  wrote  fome  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  pafled  fome  part  of  the  * 
fummer  at  Oxford  and  at  Lichfield^  and  when  at  Oxford  wrote  the  following 
letter : 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton. 

•«  Dear  Sir, 

"  MANY  years  ago,  when  I  ufed  to  read  in  the  library  of  your 
College,  I  promiied  to  recompence  the  College  for  that  permiflion,  .by  adding 
to  their  books  a  Bafkerville's  Virgil.  I  have  now  fent  it,  and  defire  you  to 
repofit  it  on  the  fhelves  in  my  name  ^^ 

*^  If  you  will  be  pleafed  to  let  me  know  when  you  have  an  hour  of  leifure, 
I  will  drink  tea  with  you.  I  am  engaged  for  the  afternoon,  to-morrow  and 
on  Friday :  all  my  mornings  are  my  own '. 

"  I  am^  &c. 

•'  y^YSU  1769^  Sam.  Johnson/* 

.1  came  to  London  in  the  autumn,  and  having  informed  him  that  I  was 
going  to  be  married  in  a  few  months,  I  wijfhed  to  have  as  much  of  his  con- 
rerfation  as  I  could  before  engaging  in. a  ftate  of  life  which  would  probably 
keep  me  more  in  Scotland,  and  prevent  my  feeing  him  fo  often  as  when  I 
was  a  fingle  man ;  but  I  found  he  was  at  Brighthelmftoae  with  Mr^  and  Mrs.. 
Thrale.  I  was  very  forry  that  I  had  not  his  company  with  me  at  the  Jubilee^ 
in  honour  of  ShakfpcarCji   at  Stratford-upon-Avon,,  the  great  poet's  native 

•  *'  It  has  this  infcription  ina  blank-leaf:  '  Hmc  librum  D.  D.  Samtul  John/on^  io  quod  bk 
lociftudUs  interdum  'vacaret.'  Of  this  library,  which  is  an  old  Gotliick  room,  he  was  vciy  fond. 
On  my  obferving  to  him  that  fome  of  the  motkm  libsaries  of  the  Univcrfity  were  more  commOi. 
dious  and  pleafant  for  ftady,  as  being  more  fpacious  and  airy,,  he  replied,.  «  Sir,  if  a  man  has  a 
mind  to  prance^  he  muft  ftudy  at  Chrift-Church  and  All-Souls." 

^  «<  Dunng  this  vifit  he  feldom  or  never  dined  out.  He  appeared  to  be  deeply  engaged  in  fome 
Steiaxy  work^    Mils  Williams  was  now  with  him  at  OxfordJ' 
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town.  Johnfon's  connexion  both  with  Shakfpeare  and  Garrick  founded  a  '7^9» 
double  claim  to  his  prcferice ;  and  it  would  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  jE^xax.  fio- 
Mr.  Garrick.  Upon  this  occafion  I  particularly  lamented  that  he  had  not 
that  warmth  of  friendihip  for  his  brilliant  pupil,  which  we  may  fuppofe  would 
have  had  a  benignant  effedt  on  both.  When  almoft  every  man  of  eminence 
in  the  literary  world  was  happy  to  partake  in  this  feftival  of  genius,  the  abfence 
of  Johnfon  could  hot  but  be  wondered  at  and  regretted.  The  only  trace  of 
him  there,  was  in  the  whimfical  advertifement  of  a  haberdafher,  who  fold 
Shakfperian  ribbands  of  various  dyes  5  and,  by  way  of  iUuftrating  their  appro- 
priation to  the  bard,  introduced  a  line  from  the  celebrated  Prologue  at  the 
opening  of  Drury-lane  theatre  : 

"  Each  change  of  many-coloured  life  he  drew.'* 

From  Brighthelmftone  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  me  the  following  letter,  which 
they  who  may  think  that  I  ought  to  have  fupprefled,  muft  have  lefs  ardent 
feelings  than  I  have  always  avowed. 

To  James  Boswell,   Efg. 
«*  Dear  Sir, 

"  WHY  do  you  charge  me  with  unkindnefs  ?  I  have  omitted 
nothing  that  could  do  you  good,  or  give  you  pleafure,  unlefs  it  be  that  I 
have  forborne  to  tell  you  my  opinion  of  your  account  of  Corfica.  I  believe 
my  opinion,  if  you  think  well  of  my  judgement,  might  have  given  you  plea- 
lure  i  but  when  it  is  confidered  how  much  vanity  is  excited  by  praife,  I  am 
not  fure  that  it  would  have  done  you  good.  Your  Hiftory  is  like  other 
hiftories,  but  your  Journal  is  in  a  very  high  degree  curious  and  delightful. 
There  is  between  the  hiftory  and  the  journal  that  difference  which  there  will 
always  be  found  betweea  notions  borrowed  from  without,  and  notions  gene- 
rated within.  Your  hiftory  was  copied  from  books ;  your  journal  rofe  out  of 
your  own  experience  and  obfervation.  You  exprefs  images  which  operated 
ftrongly  upon  yourfelf,  and  you  have  impreflcd  them  with  great  force  upon- 
your  readers.  I  know  not  whether  I  could  name  any  narrative  by  which 
curiofity  is  better  excited,  or  better  gratified* 
'  *'  I  am  glad  that  you  are  going  to  be  married  j  and  as  I  wifli  you  well  in 
things  of  lefs  importance,  wifli  you  well  with  proportionate  ardour  in  this 
crifis  of  your  life.  What  I  can  contribute  to  your  happinefs,  I  fhould  be  very 
unwilling  to  with-hold  \  for  I  have  always  loved  and  valued  you^  and  ftiall  Iovb 
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1769*     you  and  value  you  ftUl  moi^^  as  you  become  more  regular  and  ufeful:  efiefti 
£tsLU6o*  which  a  hscppj  marriage  will  hardly  fail  to  produce. 

«  I  do  not  find  diat  I  am  likely  to  con\e  back  very  foon  from  this  place« 
I  (hall,  perhaps,  ftay  a  formight  longer  j  and  a  fortnight  is  a  long  time  to 
a  lover  abfcnt  from  his  miftrefs.    Would  a  fortnight  ever  have  an  end  ? 
"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  affeftionatc  humble  fervant, 

-«'  Brighthclmftonc,  SaM.   JohNSON"/* 

Sept.  9>  1769. 

After  his  return  to  town,  wc  met  frequendy,  and  I  continued  the'  praftice 
of  making  notes  of  his  converfation,  though  not  with  fo  much  afliduity  as  I 
wifh  I  had  done.  At  this  time,  indeed,  I  had  a  fufficient  excufe  for  not  being 
able  to  appropriate  fo  much  time  to  my  journal ;  for  General  Paoli,  after 
Coffica  had  been  overpowered  by  die  monarchy  of  France,  was  now  no 
longer  at  the  head  of  his  brave  countrymen,  but  having  with  difficulty  efcaped 
from  his  native  ifland,  had  fought  an  afylum  in  Great-Britain  j  and  it  was  my 
duty,  as  well  as  my  pleafure,  to  attend  much  upon  him.  Such  particulars  of 
Johnfon's  converfation  at  this  period  as  I  have  committed  to  writing,  I  ^Ihall 
here  introduce,  without  any  ftrift  attention  to  methodical  arrangement.  Some- 
times fliort  notes  of  different  days  fhall  be  blended  together,  and  fomerimes 
a  day  may  feem  important  enough  to  be  feparately  diftinguilhed. 

He  faid,  he  would  not  have  Sunday  kept  with  rigid  feverity  and  gloom, 
but  with  a  gravity  and  fimplicity  of  behaviour. 

I  told  him  that  David  Humfe  had  made  a  fhort  colle6tion  of  Scotticifins, 
**  I  wonder,  (faid  Johnfon,)  that  be  fhould  find  them.*' 

He  would  not  admit  the  importance  of  the  queftion  concerning  the  legality 
of  general  warrants,  **  Such  a  power  (he  obfcrved,)  muft  be  vefted  in 
every  government,  to  anfwer  particular  cafes  of  neceffity ;  and  there  can  be 
jio  juft  complaint  but  when  it  is  abufed,  for  which  thofe  who  adminifter 
government  muft  be  anfwerable.  It  is  a  matter  of  fuch  indifference,  a  matter 
about  which  the  people  care  fo  very  little,  that  were  a  man  to  be  fent  over 
Britain  to  offer  them  an  exemption  from  it  at  a  halfpenny  a  piece,  very  few 
would  purchafe  it."  This  was  a  Ipecimen  of  that  laxity  of  talking,  which  I 
have  heard  him  fairly  acknowledge  5  for,  furely,  while  the  power  of  granting 
general  warrants  was  fuppofed  to  be  legal,  and  the  apprehenfion  of  them  hung 
over  our  headsj  we  did  not  poflefs  that  fecurity  of  freedom,  congenial  to  our 
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happy  conftiturion,  and  which,  by  the  intrepid  exertions  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  has 
been  happily  cftabliihed. 

He  laid,  "  The  duration  of  Parliannent,  whether  for  feven  years  or  for  the 
life  of  the  King,  appears  to  me  fo  immaterial,  that  I  would  not  give  half  a 
crown  to  turn  the  fcalc  the  one  way  or  the  other.  The  habeas  corpus  is  the 
fingle  advantage  which  our  government  has  over  that  of  other  countries." 

On  the  30th  of  September  we  dined  together  at  the  Mitre.  I  attempted 
to  argue  for  the  fuperiour  happinefs  of  the  favage  life,  upon  the  ufual  fanciful 
topicks.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  there  can  be  nothing  more  falfe.  The  favages  have 
no  bodily  advantages  beyond  thofe  of  civilifed  men.  They  have  not  better 
health ;  and  as  to  care  or  mental  uneafinefs,  they  are  not  above  it,  but  below 
it,  like  bears.  No,  Sir ;  you  are  not  to  talk  fuch  paradox  :  let  me  have  no 
more  oPt.  It  cannot  entertain,  far  lels  can  it  inftruft.  Lord  Monboddo, 
one  of  your  Scotch  Judges,  talked  a  great  deal  of  fuch  nonfenfe.  I  fufFered 
him  J  but  I  will  not  fufFer  je?«." — Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  does  not  Rouflcau 
talk  fuch  nonfenfe?'*  Johnson.  "True,  Sir;  but  Roufleau  knows  he  is 
talking  nonfenfe,  and  laughs  at  the  world  for  ftaring  at  him."  Boswell. 
**  How  fo.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  a  man  who  talks  nonfenfe  fo  well, 
mull  know  that  'he  is  talking  nonfenfe.  But  I  am  afraid^  (chuckling  and 
laughing,)  Monboddo  does  not  know  that  he  is  talking  nonfenfe  '.'*  Boswell. 
"  Is  it  wrong  then.  Sir,  to  afFeft  fingularity,  in  order  to  make  people  ftare  ?" 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  if  you  do  it  by  propagating  errour  :  and,  indeed,  it  is  wrong 
in  any  way.  There  is  in  human  nature  a  general  inclination  to  make  people 
ftare  \  and  every  wife  man  has  himfelf  to  cure  of  it,  and  does  cure  himfelf. 
If  you  wifli  to  make  people  ftare  by  doing  better  than  others,  why,  make  them 
ftare  till  they  ftare  their  eyes  out.  But  confider  how  cafy  it  is  to  make  people 
ftare,  by  being  abfurd.  I  may  do  it  by  going  into  a  drawing-room  without  my 
Ihoes.  You  remember  the  gentleman  in  "  The  Speftator,"  who  had  a  commif- 
fton  of  lunacy  taken  out  againft  him  for  his  extreme  fingtilarity,  fuch  as  never 
wearing  a  wig,  but  a  night-cap.  Now,  Sir,  abftradtedly,  the  night-cap  was 
beft }  butj,  relatively,  the  advantage  was  overbalanced  by  his  making  the  boys 
run  after  him." 

Talking  of  a  London  life,  he  laid,  ^'  The  happinefs  of  London  is  not  to 
be  conceived  but  by  thofe  who  have  been  in  it.     I  will  venture  to  fay,  there 

»  His  Lordihip  having  frcqucptly  fpokcn  in  an  abnfivc  manner  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  roy  company, 
I  on  one  occafion  daring  the  life-time  of  my  illuftrious  friend  could  not  leftain  fiom  xetaUation, 
and  rq>eatcd  to  him  this  faying,  ' 
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is  more  learning  and  fcience  within  the  circunnference  of  ten  nrtilcs  from  where 
we  now  fit,  than  in  all  the  reft  of  the  kingdom."  Boswell,  "  The  only 
difadvantage  is  the  great  diftance  at  which  people  live  from  one  another." 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir  j  but  that  is  occafioned  by  the  largenefs  of  it,  which  is 
the  caufe  of  all  the  other  advantages;"  Boswell.  "  Sometimes  I  have  been 
in  the  humour  of  wiihing  to  retire  to  a  defart"  Johnson.  '*  Sir,  you  have 
defart  enough  in  Scodand." 

Although  I  had  promifed  mylelf  a  great  deal  of  inftruftive  converfation  with 
Jiim  on  the  condudt  of  the  married  ftate,  of  which  I  had  then  a  near  prolpeft^ 
he  did  not  fay  much  upon  that  tppick.  Mr.  Seward  heard  him  once  fay,  that 
^'  a  man  has  a  very  bad  chance  for  happinefs  in  that  ftate,  unlefs  he  marries  a 
woman  of  very  ftrong  and  fixed  principles  of  religion."  He  maintained  to 
me,  contrary  to  the  common  nodon,  that  a  woman  would  not  be  the  worfc 
wife  for  being  learned;  in  which,  from  all  that  I  have  obfervcd  of  Artemtjias^ 
1  humbly  differed  from  him.  That  .a  woman  fhould  be  fenfible  and  well 
informed,  I  allow  to  be  a  great  advantage ;  and  think  that  Sir  Thomas  Over- 
bury  ♦,  in  his  rude  verfification,  has  very  judicioufly  pointed  out  that  degree  of 
intelligence  which  is  to  be  defired  in  a  female  companion : 

'^  Give  me,  next  good^  an  underfianding  wife, 
'*  By  Nature  wifsy  not  learned  by  much  art ; 

<^  Some  knowledge  on  her  fide  will  all  my  life 
"  More  fcope  of  converfation  impart  i 

"  Befides,  her  inborne  virtue  fortifie  i 

^*  They  are  moft  firmly  good,  who  beft  know  why." 

When  I  cenfured  a  gendeman  of  my  acquaintance  for  marrying  a  fecond 
time,  as  it  fliewed  a  difregard  of  his  firft  wife,  he  faid,  "  Not  at  all.  Sir. 
On  the  contrary,  were  he  not  to  marry  again,  it  might  be  concluded  that  his 
firft  wife  had  given  him  a  dilguft  to  marriage ;  but  by  taking  a  fecond  wife 
he  pays  the  higheft  compliment  to  the  firft,  by  ftiewing  that  fhe  made  him 
fo  happy  as  a  married  man,  that  he  wifhes  to  be  fo  a  fecond  rime."  So 
ingenious  a  turn  did  he  give  to  this  delicate  queftion.  And  yet,  on  another 
occafion,  he  owned  that  he  once  had  almoft  alked  a  promifc  of  Mrs.  Johnfon 
that  fhe  would  not  marry  again,  but  had  checked  himfelf.  Indeed  I  cannot 
help  thinking,  that  in  his  cafe  the  requeft  would  have  been  unrcalbnable  5  for 


♦  "  A  Wife/'  a  poem,  161^ 
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if  Mrs,  Johnfon  forgot,  or  thought  it  no  injury  to  the  memory  of  her  firft 
lovcj — ^the  hufband  of  her  youth  and  the  father  of  her  children, — to  make  a 
fccond  marriage,  why  fhould  (he  be  precluded  from  a  third,  fhould  flie  be 
fo  inclined  ?  In  Johnfon's-  perfevering  fond  appropriation  of  his  Tetty,  even 
after  her  deceafe,  he  feems  totally  to  have  overlooked  the  prior  claim  of  the 
honeft  Birmingham  trader.  I  prefume  that  her  having  been  married  before 
had,  at  times,  given  him  fome  uneafinels  j  for  I  remember  his  obferving  upon 
the  marriage  of  one  of  our  common  friends,  "  He  has  done  a  vtry  foolifli 
thing,  Sir;  he  has  married  a  widow,  when  he  might  have  had  a  maid." 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams.  I  had  laft  year  the  pleafur6  of  fee- 
ing NJrs.  Thrale  at  Dr.  Johnfon's  one  morning,  and  had  converlarion 
enough  with  her  to  admire  her  talents,  and  to  (hew  her  that  I  was  as  Johnlbnian 
as  herfelf.  Dr.  Johnfon  had  probably  been  kind  enough  to  (peak  well  of  me, 
for  this  evening  he  delivered  me  a  very  polite  card  from  Mr.  Thrale  and  her, 
inviting  me  to  Streatham. 

On  the  6th  of  Oftober  I  complied  with  this  obliging  invitation,  and  found, 
at  an  elegant  villa,  fix  miles  from  town,  every  circumftance  that  can  make 
Ibciety  pleafing.  Johnfon,  though  quite  at  home,  was  yet  looked  up  to  with 
an  awe,  tempered  by  affeftion,  and  feemed  to  be  equally  the  care  of  his  hoft 
and  hoftefs.     I  rejoiced  at  feeing  him  fo  happy. 

He  played  off  his  wit  againft  Scodand  with  a  good  humoured  plea(antry, 
which  gave  me,  though  no  bigot  to  national  prejudices,  an  opportunity  for  a 
little  conteft  with  him.  I  having  faid  that  England  was  obliged  to  us  for 
gardeners,  almoft  all  their  good  gardeners  being  Scotchmen, — ^Johnson. 
^*  Why,  Sir^  that  is  becaufe  gardening  is  much  more  necefTary  amongft  you 
than  with  us,  which  makes  fo  many  of  your  people  learn  it.  It  is  <?// garden- 
ing with  you.  Things  which  grow  wild  here,  muft  be  cultivated  with  great 
care  in  Scodand.  Pray  now,  (throwing  himfelf  back  in  his  chair,  and  laugh-* 
ing,)  are  you  ever  able  to  bring  the  Jloe  to  perfedtion  ?" 

I  boafted  that  we  had  the  honour  of  being  the  firft  to  abolilh  the  unholpitable, 
troublefome,  and  ungracious  cuftom  of  giving  vails  to  fervants.  Johnson. 
''Sir,  you  abolifhed  vails,  becaufe  yoa  were  too  poor  to  be  able  to  give 
them." 

Mrs.  Thrale  difputed  with  him  on  the  merit  of  Prior.  He  attacked  him 
powerfully ;  faid,  he  wrote  of  love  like  a  man  who  had  never  felt  it :  his  love 
varies  were  coDege  verfes  :  and  he  repeated  the  fong,  "  Alexis  fhunn'd  his 
fcUow  fwains,"  &c.  in  fo  ludicrous  a  manner,  as  to  make  us  aU  wonder  how^ 
any  one  could  have  been  pleafcd  with  fuch  fantaftical  ftuff.   Mrs.  Thrale  flood 
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to  htr  gun  with  gresit  courage,  in  defence  of  amorous  ditties  which  Johnfoii; 
deipifed^  till  he  at  laft  filenced  her  by  laying,  ^<  My  dear  Lady»  Calk  no  mom 
of  this.     Nonfenie  can  be  defended  but  by  nonfenfe.'* 

Mrs.  Thrale  then  praifed  Garrick's  talent  for  light  gay  poetry ;  and^  as  a 
fpecimen,  repeated  his  fong  in  "  Florizel  and  Perdita,"  and  dwelt  with  pecu^ 
liar  pleafure  on  this  line : 

«  rd  fmile  with  the  fimple,  and  feed  with  the  poor.** 

Johnson.  '*  Nay,  my  dear  Lady,  this  will  never  do.  Poor  David !  Smile 
with  the  fimple  !  What  folly  is  that !  And  who  would  feed  with  the  poor 
that  can  help  it?  No,  no;  let  me  fmile  with ^ die  wife,  and  feed  with  the 
rich."  I  repeated  this  fally  to  Garrick,  and  wondered  to  find  his  fenfibility  as 
g  writer  not  a  litde  irritated  by  it.  Ta  footh  him,  I  obfervcd,  that  Johafon 
ipared  none  of  us  j  and  I  quoted  the  paffage  in  Horace,  in  which  he  com- 
pares one  who  attacks  his  friends  for  the  fake  of  a  laugh,  to  a  pufhing  ox  that 
is  marked  by  a  bunch  of  hay  put  upon*  his  horns :  ^^  fosnum  hahet  in  comuJ^ 
*^  Aye,  (faid  Garrick,  vehemendy,)  he  has  a  whole  mow  of  it." 

Talking  of  hiftory,  Johnfon  faid,  "  We  may  know  hiftorical  fa<5ts  to  be 
true,  as  we  may  know  fefts  in  common  life  to  be  true.  Motives  are  generally 
unknown.  We  cannot  truft  to  the  charadters  we  find  in  hiftory,  unlefs  when- 
they  are  drawn  by  thofe  who  knew  the  perfons  j  as  thofe,  for  inftance>  by 
Salluft  and  by  Lord  Clarendon." 

He  would  not  allow  much  merit  to  Whitefield's  oratory.  "  His  popularity^. 
Sir,  (faid  he,)  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  peculiarity  of  his  manner.  He  would 
be  followed  by  crowds  were  he  to  wear  a  night-cap  in  the  pulpit,  or  were  he 
to  preach  from  a  tree/' 

I  know  not  from  what  Ipirit  of  contradidtion  he  burft  out  into  a  violent 
declamarion  againft  the  Corficans,  of  whofe  heroifm  I  talked  in  high  terms. 
"  Sir,  (faid  he,)  what  is  all  this  rout  about  the  Corficans  ?  They  have  been. 
at  war  with  the  Genoefe  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  and  have  never  yet 
taken  their  fortified  towns.  They  might  have  battered  down  their  walls  and 
reduced  them  to  powder  in  twenty  years.  They  might  have  pulled  the  walls 
in  pieces,  and  cracked  the  ftones  with  their  teeth  in  twenty  years."  It  was  in 
vain  to  argue  with  him-upon  the  want  of  artillery :  he  was  not  to  be  refifted 
for  the  moment. 

On  the  evening  of  Odober  lo,  I  prefcnted  Dr.  Johnfon  to  General  Paoli. 

I  had  gready  wifhed  diat  two  men,  for  whom  I  had  the  highcft  eftcem,  (hould 

4  meet. 
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ttteeC  They  met  with  a  manly  cafe,  mutually  confcious  of  their  own  abili-  »7^9' 
ties,  and  of  the  abilities  of  each  other.  The  General  ipoke  Italian,  and  Dr.  ]^tau  6o[ 
Johnfon  Englifh,  and  underftood  one  another  very  well,  with  a  little  aid  of 
interpretation  from  me,  in  which  I  compared  myfelf  to  an  ifthmus  which  joins 
two  great  continents.  Upon  Johnfon's  approach,  the  General  faid,  "  From 
what  I  have  read  of  your  works.  Sir,  and  from  what  Mr.  Bofwell  has  told 
me  of  you,  I  have  long  held  you  in  great  veneration."  The  General  talked 
of  laijguages  being  formed  on  the  particular  notions  and  manners  of  a  people, 
without  knowing  which,  we  cannot  know  the  language.  We  may  know  the 
direft  fignification  of  fingle  words  ;  but  by  thefe  no  beauty  of  expreflion,  no 
fally  of  genius,  no  wit  is  conveyed  to  the  mind.  All  this  muft  be  by  allufion 
to  other  ideas.  "  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  you  talk  of  language  as  if  you  had 
never  done  any  thing  elfe  but  ftudy  it,  inftead  of  governing  a  nation."  The 
General  faid,  "  ^ejio  e  un  troppo  gran  complimentOy^  this  is  too  great  a  com-  • 
pliment,  Johnfon  anfwered,  *^  I  Ihould  have  thought  fo.  Sir,  if  I  had  not 
heard  you  talk."  The  General  alked  him,  what  he  thought  of  the  ipirit  of 
infidelity  which  was  fo  prevalent.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  this  gloom  of  infidelity, 
I  hope,  is  only  a  tranfient  cloud  pafling  through  the  hemiiphere,  which  will 
foon  be  diflipated,  and  the  fun  break  forth  with  his  ufual  fplendour."  "  You 
think  then,  (faid  the  General,)  that  they  will  change  their  principles  like  their 
clothes."  Johnson.  ^'  Why,  Sir,  if  they  beftow  no  more  thought  on  prin- 
ciples than  on  drefs,  it  muft  be  fo."  The  General  faid,  that  "  a  great  part  of 
the  fafliionable  infidelity  was  owing  to  a  defu-e  of  fhewing  courage.  Men  who 
have  no  opportunities  of  fhewing  it  as  to  things  in  this  life,  take  death  and 
fiiturity  as  objefts  on  which  to  difplay  it."  Johnson.  «  That  is  mighty  foolifli 
affeftation.  Fear  is  one  of  the  pafficns  of  human  nature,  of  which  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  diveft  it.  You  remember  that  the  Emperour  Charles  V.  when  he 
read  upon  the  tomb-ftone  of  a  Spanifh  nobleman,  '  Here  lies  one  who  never 
knew  fear,'  wittily  faid,  '  Then  he  never  fmifl=ed  a  candle  with  his  fingers." 

He  talked  a  few  words  of  French  to  the  General ;  but  finding  he  did  not 
do  it  with  facility,  he  afked  for  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  wrote  the  following 
note: 

"  Yai  lu  dans  la  geographie  de  Lucas  de  Linda  un  Pater-nofter  ecrit  dans  une 
Jangue  tout  of  ait  differ ente  de  Vltalienne,  et  de  tomes  autres  lejquelles  Je  derivent  du 
Latin.  Lautetir  Vappelle  linguam  Corficse  rufticam  \  eUe  apeutetrepajiypeu  apeu; 
fnais  eUe  a  certainement  prevalue  autrefois  dans  les  montagnes  et  dans  la  campagne. 
Le  mime  auteur  dit  la  meme  choje  en  parlant  de  Sardaigne  j  qu'ily  a  deux  langues 
^ans  riJU,  une  des  vUks,  I' autre  de  la  campagne:' 
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The  General  immediately  inforaied  him  that  the  lingua  ruftica  was  onfy  iit 
Sardinia. 

Dr.  Johnfon  went  home  with  me,  and  drank  tea  till  late  in  the  night.  He 
laid.  General  Paoli  had  the  loftieft  port  of  any  man  he  had  ever  feen.  He 
denied  that  military  men  were  always  the  beft  bred  men.  Perfeft  good 
breeding,  he  obferved,  confifts  in  having  no  particular  mark  of  any  profeffion> 
but  a  general  elegance  of  manners :  whereas,  in  a  military  man,  you  can. 
commonly  diftinguifli  the  brand  of  a  fbldier,  rhomme  d'epee. 

Dr.  Johnfon  fhunned  to-night  any  difcuffion  of  the  perplexed  queftion  of 
fate  and  (vtt  will,  which  I  attempted  to  agitate :  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  we  know 
our  will  is  free,  and  there's  an  end  oft.'* 

He  honoured  me  with  his  company  at  dinner  on  the  i6th  of  Odober,  at 
my  lodgings  in  Old  Bond-ftreet,   with  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Garrick>. 
Dr.  Goldfmith,   Mr.  Murphy,    Mr.  BickerftafF,    and  Mr.  Thomas  Davies. 
Garrick  played  round  him  with  a  fond  vivacity,  taking  hold  of  the  breafts  of 
his  coat,  and,  looking  up  in  his  face  with  a  lively  archnefs,  complimented  him 
on  the  good  health  which  he  feemed  then  to  enjoy  -,  while  the  fage,  Ihaking 
his  head,  beheld  him  with  a  gende  complacency.     One  of  the  company  not 
being  come  at  the  appointed  hour,  I  propofed>  as  ufual  upon  fuch  occa- 
fions,  to  order  dinner  to  be  ferved ;  adding,  "  Ought  fix  people  to  be  kept, 
waiting  for  one  ? "     "  Why  yes,  (anfwered  Johnfon,  with  a  delicate  huma- 
nity,) if  the  one  will  fufFer  more  by  your  fitting  down,  than  the  fix  will  do 
t>y  waiting.*'      Goldfmith,    to  divert  the  tedious   minutes,   ftrutted  about, 
bragging  of  his  drefs,  and  I  believe  was  ferioufly  vain  of  it,  for  his  mind 
was  wonderfully  prone  to  fuch  impreflions.     "  Come,,  come^^  (faid  Garrick,) 
talk  no  more  of  that.     You  are,  perhaps,  the  worft— cheh !" — Goldfmith 
was  eagerly  attempting  to  interrupt  him,  when  Garrick  went  on,   laughing 
ironically,   "_  Nay,  you  will  always  look  like  a  gentleman-,  but  I  am  talking 
of  being  well  or  ill  dreji:'    *^  Well,  let  me  tell  you,  (faid  Goldfmidi,)  whea 
my  tailor  brought  hon>e  my  bloom-coloured  coat,  he  faid  '  Sir,  I  have  a 
favour  to  beg  of  you.    When  any  body  aflcs  you  who  made  your  clothes,,  be 
pleafed  to  mention  John  Phielby,  at  the  Harrow,  in  Water-lane."    Johnson. 
*f  Why,,  Sir,  that  was  becaufe  he  knew  the  ftrange  colour  would  attract  crouds 
to  gaze  at  it,  and  thus  they  mig^t  hear  of  him,  and  fee  how  well  he  could 
make  a  coat  even  of  fo  abfurd  a  colour." 

After  dinner,  our  converfation  firft  turned  upon  Pope.  Johnfon  faid,  his 
charafters  of  men  were  admirably  drawn,  thofe  of  women  not  fo  weH.  H« 
iTpeated  to  us,,  in  his  forcible  melodious  manner,  the  concluding  lines  of  the 
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I)unciad. .  While  he  was  talking  loudly  in  praife  of  thofe  lines,  one  of  the      i7^9- 
company  ventured  to  fay,  "  Too  fine  for  fuch  a  poem : — a  poem  on  what  ?"  ^Jjjf^ 
Johnson,  (with  a  difdainfijl  look,)  "  Why,  on  dunces.     It  was  worth  while 
being  a  dunce  then.     Ah,  Sir,   hadft  thou  lived  in  thofe  days!     It  is  not 
worth  while  being  a  dunce  now,  when  there  are  no  wits/'  BickerftafF  obfervedy 
as  a  peculiar  circumftance,  that  Pope's  fame  was  higher  when  he  was  alive 
than  it  was  then.     Johnfon  faid,  his  Paftorak  were  poor  things,  though  the 
verfificadon  was  fine.     He  told  us,  with  high  fatisfadion,  the  anecdote  of 
Pope's  inquiring  who  was  the  authour  of  his  "  London,"  and  fayirjg  he  will 
be  foon  deterre.     He  obferved,  that  in  Dryden's  poetry  there  were  paflages 
drawn  fi-om  a  profijndity  which  Pope  could  never  reach.  He  repeated  Ibme  fine 
lines  on  love,  by  the  former,  (which  I  have  now  forgotten,)  and  gave  great 
applaufe  to  the  character  of  Zimri.     Goldfmith  faid,  that  Pope's  charafter  of 
Addifon  fhewed  a  deep  knowledge  of  the  human  heart.   Johnfon  faid,  that  the 
defcription  of  the  temple,  in  "  The  Mourning  Bride,"  was  the  fineft  poetical 
paflage  he  had  ever  read ;  he  recoUefted  none  in  Shaklpeare  equal  to  it.— - 
*^  But,  (faid  Garrick,  all  alarmed  for  *  the  god  of  his  idolatry,')  we  know  not 
the  extent  and  variety  of  his  powers.     We  are  to  fuppofe  there  are  fuch 
paflages  in  his  works.     Shakfpeare  muft  not  fuffer  from  the  badnefs  of  our 
memories."     Johnfon,  diverted  by  this  enthufiaftick  jealoufy,  went  on  with 
greater  ardour :  "No,  Sirj  Congreve  has  nature^*  (fmiling  on  the  tragick 
eagemefs  of  Garrick  5)  but  comi.x>fing  himfclf,  he  added,  "  Sir,  this  is  not. 
comparing  Congreve  on  the  whole,  with  Shakfpeare  on  the  whole  j  but  only 
maintaining  that  Congreve  has  one  finer  paflage  than  any  that  can  be  found  in   ' 
Shaklpeare.     Sir,  a  maa  may  have  no  more  than  ten  guineas  in  the  world, 
but  he  may  have  thofe  ten  guineas  in  one  piece ;  and  fo  may  hav«  a  finer 
piece  than  a  man  who*  has  ten  thoufand  pounds :  but  then  he  has  only  one  ten- 
guinea  piece.— What  I  mean  is,-  that  you  can  ftiew  me  no  paflage  where  there 
is  fimply  a  defcription  of  material  objects,  without  any  intermixture  of  moral 
notions,  which  produces  fuch  an  efleft/'   Mr*  Mui^hy  mentioned  Shakfpeare's 
defcription  of  die  night  before  the  batde  of  Agincourt ;   but  it  was  obferved, 
it  had  men  in  it.     Mr.  Davies  jfiiggefl:ed  the  fpcech  of  Juliet,  in  which  flie 
figures  herfclf  awaking  in  the  tomb  of  her  ancefl:ors.     Some  one  mentioned 
the  defcription  of^Dover  Clifi;     Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  it  fliould  be  all  preci- 
pice,—all  vacuum.     The  crows  impede  your  fall.     The  diminiflied  appear- 
ance of  the  boats,  and  other  circumft:ances,  are  all  very  good  defcription; 
but  do  not  imprefs  the  mind  at  once  with  the  horrible  idea  of  immenfe  height. 
The  impreffion  is  divided  i  you  pafs  on  by  computation,  from  one  ftage  of 
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1 769t     the  tremendous  Ipace  to  another.  Had  the  girl  in  .^*  The  Mourning  "Bride"  fai<^ 
^ut.  60!  ^^  could  not  caft  her  fhoe  to  the  top  of  one  of  the  pillars  in  the  temple^ 
it  would  not  have  aided  the  idea,  but  weakened  it."  ^ 

Talking  of  a  Barrifter  who  had  a  bad  utterance,  fome  one,  (to  roufe 
Johnfon,)  wickedly  faid,  that  he  was  unfortunate  in  not  having  been  taught 
oratory  by  Sheridan.    Johnson.   "  Nay,   Sir,   if  he  had  been  taught  by  j 

Sheridan,  he  would  have  cleared  the  room."     Garrick.  "  Sheridan  has  too  I 

much  vanity  to  be  a  good  man."  We  (hall  now  fee  Johnfon's  mode  of 
^fending  a  man  j  taking  him  into  his  own  hands,  and  difcriminating.  Johnson. 
^*  No,  Sir.  There  is,  to  be  fure,  in  Sheridan,  fomething  to  reprehend,  and 
^very  thing  to  laugh  at ;  but.  Sir,  he  is  not  a  bad  man.  No,  Sir  \  were 
jtnankmd  to  be  divided  into  good  and  bad,  he  would  ftand  confiderably  within 
/the  ranks  of  good.  And,  Sir,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  Sheridan  excels  in 
plain  declamation^  though  he  can  exhibit  no  charafter.*"  • 

I  Ihould,  perhaps^  have  fupprefled  this  dilquifition  concerning  a  perfon  of 
^hofe  merit  and  worth  I  think  with  refpeft,  had  he  not  attacked  Johnfon  fo 
outrageoufly  in  his  Life  of  Swift,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  treated  us  his  admi- 
rers as  a  fet  of  pigmies.  He  who  has  provoked  the  lafli  of  wit,  cannot  com- 
plain that  he  fmarts  from  it. 

Mrs.  Montague,  a  lady  diftinguilhed  for  having  written  an  Eflay  on  Shak- 
ipearci  being  mentioned  j — ^Reynolds.  "  I  think  that  effay  does  her  honour.** 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir;  it  does  A^  honour,  but  it  would  do  nobody  elfe  honour 
I  have,  indeed,  not  read  it  all.  But  when  I  take  up  the  end  of  a  web,  and  find 
it  packthread,  I  do  not  expeft,  by  looking  further,  to  find  embroidery.  Sir, 
I  will  venture  to  lay,  there  is  not  one  fentcnce  of  true  criticifm  in  her  book." 
Garrick.  "But,  Sir,  furely  it  fliews  how  much  Voltaire  has  miftaken 
Shaklpeare,  which  nobody  clfe  has  done."  Johnson.  ^  Sir,  nobody  elfe  has 
thought  it  worth  while.  And  what  merit  is  there  in  that?'  You  may  as  well 
praife  a  fchoolmaftcr  for  whipping  a  boy  who  has  conftrued  ill.    No,  Sir,  there  j 

is  no  real  criticifm  in  it  i  none  Ihewing  the  beauty  of  thought^  as  formed  on 
the  workings  of  the  human  heart."  ( 

The  admirers  of  this  Eflay*  may  be  offended  at  the  flighting  manner  in  \ 

which  Johnfon  i^oke  of  it  i  but  let  it  be  remembered,  that  he  gave  his  honeft  \ 

opinion, 

♦  Of  whom  I  acknowledge  myfclf  to  be  one,  confidcring  it  as  a  piece  of  the  fccondary  or  com- 
parative  fpccies  of  criticifm,  and  not  of  that  profound  fpecies  which  alone  Dr.  Johnfon  would 
allow  to  be  "  real  criticifnu"  It  is,  bcfides,  clearly  and  elegantly  exprcfled,  and  has  done  effcAually 
^hat  it  profeflfed  to  do»  namely,  vindicated  Shakfpeaxc  from  the  mifreprefenutions  of  Voltaire ; 

and 
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•pinion^  unbiaffcd  by  any  prejudice,  or  any  proud  jcaloufy  of  a  woman  i?^- 
intruding  herfelf  into  die  chair  of  criticifm  5  for  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  has  told  ^^xaCoo. 
'  me,  that  when  the  Eflay  firft  came  out,  and  it  was  not  known  who  had  written 
it,  Johjifon  wondered  how  Sir  Jofhua  could  like  it.  At  this  time  Sir  Jofliua 
himfelf  had  received  no  information  concerning  the  authour,  except  being 
aflured  by  one  of  our  moft  eminent  literati,  that  it  was  clear  its  authour  did 
not  know  the  Greek  tragedies  in  the  original.  One  day  at  Sir  Jolhua's  table^ 
when  it  was  related  that  Mrs.  Montague,  in  an  excefs  of  compliment  to  the 
authour  of  a  modern  tragedy,  had  exclaimed,  "  I  tremble  for  Shakfpeare  5'* 
Johnfon  faid,  "  When  Shakfpeare  has  got  — — —  for  his  rival,  and  Mrs* 
Montague  for  his  defender,  he  is  in  a  poor  ftate  indeed." 

Johnfon  proceeded :  "  The  Scotchman  has  taken  the  right  method  hi  his 
*  Elements  of  Criticifm.*  I  do  not  mean  that  he  has  taught  us  any  thing ; 
but  he  has  told  us  old  things  in  a  new  way."  Murphv.  "  He  feems  to  have 
xead  a  great  deal  of  French  criticifm,  and  wants  to  make  it  his  own ;  as  if  he 
lad  been  for  years  anatomifing  the  heart  of  man,  and  peeping  into  every 
cranny  of  it."  Goldsmith.  *'  It  is  eafier  to  write  that  book,  than  to  read  it." 
Johnson.  '^  We  have  an  example  of  true  criticifm  ia  Burke's  *  Eflay  on 
the  Sublime  and  Beautiful  i'  and,  if  I  recoiled,  diere  is  alfo  Du  Bos;  and 
Bouhours,  who  fhews  all  beauty  to  depend  on  truth.  There  is  no  great  merit 
in  telling  how  many  plays  have  ghofb  in  them,  and  how  this  ghoft  is  better 
than  that.  You  muft  (hew  how  terrour  is  imprefled  on  the  human  heart. — In 
the  defcription  of  night  in  Macbeth,  the  beede  and  the  bat  detradt  from  the 
general  idea  of  darknefs, — inlpiflated  gloom." 

Politicks  being  mentioned,  he  faid,  "  This,  petitioning  is  a  new  mode  of 
diftrefling  government,  and  a  mighty  eafy  one.  I  will  undertake  to  get  peti- 
tions either  againft  quarter  guineas  or  half  guineas,  with  the  help  of  a  litde- 
hot  wine.  There  muft  be  no  yielding  to  encourage  this.  The  objeft  is  not 
important  enough.  We  are  not  to  blow  up  half  a  dozen  palaces^  becaufc 
one  cottage  is  burning." 

The  converfation  then  took  another  turn.  Johnson.  *'  It  is  amazing  what 
ignorance  of  certain  points  one  fometimes  finds  in  men  of  eminence.  A  wit  about 
town,  who  wrote  Latin  bawdy  verfes,  alked  me,  how  it  happened  that  Eng- 
land and  Scodand,  which  were  once  twa  kingdoms,  were  now  one :— and  Sir 

and  confidering  how  many  youog  people  were  xnifled'by  his  witty,  though  falfc  obfervations^ 
Mrs.  Montague's  £0ay  was  of  fervice  to  Shakfpeaie  with  a  certain  clafs  of  readers,  and  is, 
therefore,  entitled  to  praife.  Johnfon,  I  am  afliired,  aUowed  the  merit  which  I  have  ftated, 
£iYbg,  (with  reference  to  Vokaire,)  "  it  is  osMsAsiSLStaihomnemi* 
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Fletcher  Norton  did  not  feem  to  know  that  there  were  fuch  publications  as  the 
Reviews." 

"  The  ballad  of  Hardyknute  has  no  great  merit,  if  it  be  really  ancient. 
People  talk  of  nature.  But  mere  obvious  nature  may  be  exhibited  with  very 
little  power  of  mind." 

On  Thurlday,  Oftober  19,  I  pafled  the  evening  with  him  at  his  houfe. 
He  advifed  me  to  complete  a  Diftionary  of  words  peculiar  to  Scotland,  of 
which  I  (hewed  him  a  Ipecimen.  ^  Sir,  (faid  he,)  Ray  has  made  a  collec- 
tion of  north-country  words.  By  collefting  thofe  of  your  country,  you  will 
do  a  ufeful  thing  towards  the  hiftory  of  the  language."  He  bade  me  alfo  go 
on  with  colleftions  which  I  w^  making  upon  the  antiquities  of  Scodand. 
*'  Make  a  large  book ;  ;a  folio.^*  Boswell.  "  But  of  what  ufe  will  it  be. 
Sir  ?"     Johnson.  "  Never  mind  the  ufe  j  do  it." 

I  complained  that  he  had  not  mentioned  Garrick  in  his  Preface  to  Shak- 
Ipeare  j  and  afked  him  if  he  did  not  admire  him.  Johnson.  "  Yes,  as  a 
poor  player,  swho  frets  and  ftruts  his  hour  upon  the  ftage ; — as  a  ftiadow." 
Boswell.  '*  But  has  he  not  brought  Shaklpeare  into  notice?"  Johnson. 
**  Sir,  to  allow  that,  would  be  to  lampoon  the  age.  Many  of  Shakfpearc's 
plays  are  the  worfe  for  being  afted:  Macbeth,  for  inftance."  Boswell. 
**  What,  Sir,  is  nothing  gained  by  decoration  and  aftion  ?  Indeed,  I  do  wifli 
that  you  had  mentioned  Garrick."  Johnson.  "  My  dear  Sir,  had  I  men- 
tioned him,  I  muft  have  mentioned  many  more :  Mrs.  Pritchard,  Mrs, 
Gibber,— nay,  and  Mr.  Gibber  too  -,  he  too  altered  Shaklpeare."  Boswell. 
*«  You  have  read  his  apology.  Sir?"  Johnson.  "  Yes,  it  is  very  entertain- 
ing. But  as  for  Gibber  himfelfi  taking  from  his  converfarion  all  that  he  ought 
not  to  have  faid,  he  was  a  poor  creature.  I  remember  when  he  brought  me 
one  of  his  Odes  to  have  my  opinion  of  it,  I  could  not  bear  fuch  nonfenfe, 
and  would  not  let  him  read  it  to  the  end  j  fo  little  relpeft  had  I  for  tbaf 
greaf  man  (laughing).  Yet  I  remember  Richardfon  wondering  that  I  could 
treat  him  with  familiarity." 

I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  had  feen  the  execution  of  feveral  convidls  at 
Tybum,  two  days  before,  and  that  none  of  them  feemed  to  be  under  any 
concern.  Johnson.  "  Moll  of  them.  Sir,  have  never  thought  at  alL" 
Boswell.  "  But  is  not  the  fear  of  death  natural  to  man  ? "  Johnson.  ^'  So 
much  fo.  Sir,  that  the  whole  of  life  is  but  keeping  away  the  thoughts  of  it." 
He  then,  in  a  low  and  eameft  tone,  talked  of  his  meditating  upon  the  aweftil 
hour  of  his  own  diflblution,  and  in  what  manner  he  fhould  condufk  himfelf 
tipon  that  occafion :  "  I  know  not  (faid  he,)  whether  I  Ihould  wilh  to  have 
a  friend  by  me,  or  have  it  all  between  God  and  myfelf." 

Talking 
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Talking  of  our  feeling  for  the  diftreflcs  of  others ;— -Johnson.  "  Why,  '769- 
Sir,  there  is  much  faoife  made  about  it,  but  it  is  grcady  exaggerated.  No,  ]^tau  60. 
Sir,  we  have  a  certain  degree  of  feeling  to  prompt  us  to  do  good :  more 
than  that.  Providence  does  not  intend.  It  would  be  mifcry  to  no  purpofe." 
BoswELL.  *'  But  fuppofe  now.  Sir,  that  one  of  your  intimate  friends  were 
apprehended  for  an  offence  for  which  he  might  be  hanged.*'  Johnson.  "  I 
ihould  do  what  I  could  to  bail  him,  and  give  him  any  other  aififtance ;  but  if 
he  were  once  fairly  hanged,  I  fhould  not  fufier."  Boswell.  "  Would  you 
eat  your  dinner  diat  day.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir ;  and  eat  it  as  if  he 
were  eating  it  with  me.  Why,  there%  Baretti,  who  is  to  be  tried  for  his  life 
to-morrow,  friends  have  rifen  up  for  him  on  every  fide  5  yet  if  he  fhould  be 
hanged,  none  of  them  will  eat  a  flice  of  plumb-pudding  the  lefs.  Sir,  that 
fympathetick  feeling  goes  a  very  little  way  indepreifing  the  mind.'' 

I  told  him  that  I  had  dined  lately  at  Foote's,  who  fhewed  me  a  lettA*  to 
him  from  Tom  Davies,  telling  him  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  fleep  from 
the  concern  which  he  felt  on  account  of  this  Jdd  affair  of  Barettu  begging 
of  him  to  try  if  he  could  fuggeft  any  thing  that  might  be  of  fervice  to  him ; 
and  at  the  fame  rime  recommending  to  him  an  induftrious  young  man  who 
kept  a  pickle-fhop.  Johnson.  **  Aye,  Sir,  here  you  have  a  Ipecimen  of 
human  fympadiy ;  a  friend  hanged,  and  a  cucumber  pickled.  We  know  00c 
whether  Baretti  or  the^ickle-man  has  kept  Davies  from  fleep,  nor  does  he 
know  himfelf.  And  as  to  his  not  fleeping,  Sir ;  Tom  Davies  is  a  very  great 
man ;  Tom  has  been  upon  the  ftage,  and  knows  how  to  do  thoie  things :  I 
have  not  been  upon  the  ftage,  and  cannot  do  thofe  things.'*  Boswell.  "  I 
have  often  blamed  myfelf.  Sir,  for  not  feeling  for  others  as  fenfibly  as  many 
lay  they  do."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  don't  be  duped  by  them  any  more.  You 
will  find  thefe  very  feeling  people  are  not  very  ready  to<io  you  good.  They 
pay  you  by  feeling." 

Boswell.  "  Foote  has  a  great  deal  of  humour  ?"  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir." 
Boswell.  "  He  has  a  Angular  talent  of  exhibiting  charafter."  Johnson. 
**  Sir,  it  is  not  a  talent,  it  is  a  vice ;  it  is  what  others  abftain  from.  It  is  not 
comedy,  which  exhibits  the  charafter  of  a  Ipecies,  as  that  of  a  mifer  gathered 
from  many  mifers  j  it  is  farce,  which  exhibits  individuals."  Boswell.  "  Did 
not  he  think  of  exhibiting  you.  Sir  ? "  Johnson.  "  Sir,  fear  reftrained  him  5 
he  knew  I  would  have  broken  his  bones.  I  would  have  faved  him  the  trouble 
of  cutting  off  a  leg;  I  would  not  have  left  him  a  leg  to  cut  off."  Boswell. 
*' Pray,  Sir,  is  not  Foote  an  infidel?"  Johnson.  "  I  do  not  know,  Sir, 
that  the  fellow  is  an  infidel;  but  if  he  be  an  infidel,  he  is  an  infidel  as  a  dog 
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1769.  is  an  infidel  J  that  is  to  fay,  he  Kas  never  thought  upon  the  fubjea^'• 
^^^i~^[  BoswELL.  "  Ifuppofe,  Sir,  he  has  thought  fuperficially,  and  fcized  the  firft 
notions  which  occurred  to  his  niind."  Johnson.  «  Why  then.  Sir,  ftill  he  is 
like  a  dog,  diat  fnatches  the  piece  next  him.  Did  you  never  obfcrvc  that  d<^s 
have  not  the  power  of  comparing  ?  A  dog  will  take  a  fmall  bit  of  meat  as 
readily  as  a  large,  when  both  are  before  him/* 

«  Buchanan  (he  obferved,)  has  fewer  centos  than  any  modern  Latm  poet» 
He  not  only  had  great  knowledge  of  the  Latin  Iang\iage,  but  was  a  great 
poetical  genius.     Both  the  Scaligers  praife  him." 

He  again  talked  of  the  paffage  in  Congrcve  with  high  commendation,  and 
fiud,  "  Shakfpeare  never  has  fix  lines  together  without  a  fault.  Perhaps  you 
may  find  fevcn :  but  this  does  not  refijtc  my  general  aflcrtion.  If  I  come  to 
an  orchard,  and  fay  there's  no  fruit  here,  and  then  comes  a  poring  man,  who 
find#  two  apples  and  three  pears,  and  teUs  me,  *  Sir,  you  are  miftaken,  I 
have  found  both  apples  and  pears,'  I  fhoxild  laugh  at  him:  what  would  that 
be  to  the  purpofe  ? " 

BoswELU  '*  What  do  you  think  of  Dr.  Young's  '  Night  Thoughts,*  Sir  ?'* 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  there  are  very  fine  things  in  them."  Boswell.  "  Is  there 
not  Icfs  religion  in  the  nation  now,  Sir,  than  there  was  formerly  ?  **  Johnson, 
<'  I  don*t  know.  Sir,  that  there  is."  Boswill.  "  For  inftance,  there  iifed  to 
be  a  chaplain  in  every  great  family,  which  we  do  not  find  now."  Johnson. 
•<  Neither  do  you  find  many  of  the  ftatc  fervants  which  great  families  ufed 
formerly  to  have.  There  is  a  change  of  modes  in  the  whole  department 
of  life." 

Next  day,  Oftobcr  oo,  he  appeared,  for  the  only  time  I  fiippofe  in  his  life, 
as  a  witnefe  in  a  Court  of  Juftice,  being  called  to  give  evidence  to  the 
charafter  of  Mr.  Baretti,  who  having  ftabbed  a  man  in  the  fl:reet,  was  arraigned 

^  When  Mr.  Foote  was  at  Edinburgh,  he  thought  fit  to  eiitercaln  a  numerous  Scotch  company 
with  a  great  deal  of  coarfe  jocularity,  at  the  cxpence  of  Dr.  Johnfoo,  imaginiog  it  would 
be  acceptable.  I  felt  this  as  not  civil  to  xne,  but  fat  very  patiently  till  he  had  exhaufted  hk  mera^ 
ment  on  that  fubjedl ;  and  then  obferved,  that  (brely  Johnfon  rouft  be  allowed  to  have  fome  flcrling 
wit,  and  that  I  had  heard  him  fay  a  vtry  good  thing  of  Mr.  Foote  himielf.  "  Ah,  my  old  friend 
Sara,  (cried  Foote,)  no  man  fays  better  things  :  do  let  us  have  it»"  Upon  which  I  told  the  above 
ftory,  which  produced  a  very  loud  laugh  from  the  company.  But  I  never  faw  Fooie  h  difcon- 
certed.  He  looked  grave  and  angry,  and  entered  into  a  icrious  refutation  of  the  juftioe  of  the 
remark,  ''  What,  Sir,  (faid  he,}  talk  thus  of  a  man  of  liberal  education ;— a  man  who  for  yetf!s 
was  at  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  ;•— a  man  who  haa  added  fifteen  new  charaAers  to  the  £nglifli 
drama  of  his  country  I** 
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M  die  Old  Bailey  6x  nuirder.  Never  did  iuch  a  canftdladon  of  genius 
enlighten  the  aweful  Seffions  Houie;  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Gairick,  Mr.  Beau- 
clerk,  and  Dr.  Johnfon :  and  undoubcedly  their  favourable  teftimony  had  due 
weight  widi  the  Court  ajxl  Jury.  Johnfon  gave  his  evidence  in  a  flow,  delibe- 
rate, and  diftinft  manner,  which  was  uncottimonly  imprcflive.  It  is  well 
JcAown  that  Mr.  Baretti  was  acquitted. 

On  the  26th  of  Oftober,  we  dined  together  it  the  Mitre  tavern.  I  found 
fault  with  Footc  for  indulging  his  talent  of  ridicule  at  the  expence  of  his 
vifitors,  which  I  colloquially  termed  making  fools  of  his  company.  Johnson. 
^'  Why,  Sir,  when  you  go  to  fee  Foote,  you  do  not  go  to  fee  a  faint :  you 
go  to  fee  a  man  whomrill  be  entertained  at  your  houfe,  and  then  bring  you 
<n  a  publick  ftage ;  who  will  entertain  you  at  his  houie,  for  the  very  purpofo 
of  bringing  you  on  a  publick  ftage.  Sir,  he  does  not  make  fook  of  his 
company ;  they  whom  he  expofes  are  fools  already :  he  only  biiogs  diem 
.into  aftioo." 

Talking  of  trade,  he  obfervcd,  *^  It  is  a  miftaken  notion  that  a  vaft  deal  of 
gtncmey  is  brought  into  a  nadon  by  trade.  It  is  not  fo.  Commodities  come 
irom  commodides ;  but  trade  produces  no  capital  acceifion  of  weakh.  How- 
lever^  though  there  Jhould  be  litde  profit  in  money,  there  is  a  confiderable 
4pn>&:  in  pleafore,  as  it  gives  to  one  natbn  die  produAions  of  aoodier;  as  we 
^ave  wines  and  fruits^  and  many  other  foreign  articles,  brought  to  us.** 
BoswfiLL.  "  Yes,  Sir,  and  there  is  a  profit  in  pleafure,  by  its  fumiHung  occu*- 
^pation  to  fuch  numbers  of  mankind."  Johnson.  ^*  Why,  Sir,  you  cannot 
call  that  pleafure  to  which  all  are  averfe,  and  which  none  begin  but  with  the 
hope  of  leavmg  ofi^j  a  thing  which  men  diflike  before  they  have  tried  it,  and 
^hen  diey  have  tried  it."  Boswbll.  ^'  But,  Sir,  the  mind  muft  be  emjdoyed^ 
and  we  grow  weary  when  idle.**  Johnson^  "  That  is,  Sir,  becaufo,  others 
being  bufy,  we  want  company ;  but  if  we  were  all  idle,  there  would  be  no 
grrowing  weary  5  we  Ihould  all  entcrt^  one  anothen  There  is,  indeed,  this 
in  trade:— it  gives  men  an  opportunity  of  improving  their  fituadon.  If  there 
Mrere  no  trade,. many  who  arc  poor  would  always  remain  poor.  But  no  man 
loves  labour  for  itfelf.**  Boswell.  "  Yes,  Sir,  I  know  a  perfon  who  does. 
He  is  a  very  laborious  Judge,  and  he  loves  the  labour."  Johnson.  ^*  Sir, 
that  is  becauie  he  loves  refpeft  and  diftinftion,  Coukl  he  have  diem  without 
labour,  he  would  like  it  lefs."  "  He  alls  me  he  likes  it  for  itfelf."— 
«*  Why,  Sir,  he  fancies  fo,  becaufe  he  is  not  accuftomed  to  abftradt." 

We  went  home  to  his  houfe  to  tea.  Mrs.  Williams  made  it  with  fufficient 
dexterity,  notwithftanding  her  blindnefs^  though  her  manner  of  fansfying 
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17^9-  herfelf  that  the  cups  were  foil  enou^,  was  a  little  aukward:  flic  put  her 
^ktsii  60  finger  down  a  certain  way,  till  Ihe  felt  the  tea  touch  it  In  my  firft  elation 
at  being  allowed  the  privilege  of  attending  Dr.  Johnfon  at  his  late  vifits  to 
this  lady>  which  was  like  being  i  fecreiioribus  confiUisy  I  willingly  drank  cup 
•  after  cup,  as  if  it  had  been  the  Heliconian  Ipring.  But  as  the  charm  of 
novelty  went  off,  I  grew  more  faftidious  i  and  befides,  I  difcovered  that  ihe 
was  of  a  peevilh  temper. 

There  was  a  pretty  large  circle  this  evening-  Dr.  Johnfon  was  in  very  good 
humour^  lively,  and  ready  to  talk  upon  aU  fubjefts.  Mr.  Fei^ffon,  the  felf- 
taught  philofopher,  told  him  of  a  new-invented  machine  which  went  without 
horfes :  a  man  who  fat  in  it  turned  a  handle^  which  worked  a  ^ring  thatdrov^ 
it  forward.  "  Then,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  what  is  gained  is,  the  man  has  his 
choice  whether  he  will  move  himfelf  alone,  or  himfclf  and  the  machine  too.?* 
Dominicetd  being  mentioned,  he  would  not  allow  him  any  merit.  "  There 
is  nothing  in  all  this  boafted  fyftem..  No,  Sir;  medicated  baths  can v be  no 
better  than  warm  water :  their  only  effeft  can  be  that  of  tepid  moifture." 
One  of  the  company  took  the  other  fide,  maintaining  that  medicines  of 
various  forts,  and  fome  too  of  moft  powerfol  effect,  are  introduced  into  the 
human  frame  by  the  medium  of  the  pores  j  and,  therefore,  when  warm  water 
k  impregnated  with  falutiferous  fubftances,  it  may  produce  great  efFedts  as  a 
bath.  Th^s  appeared  to  me  very  fatisfaftory.  .  Johnfon  did  not  anlwer  it; 
but  talking  for  victory,  and  determined  to  be  mafter  of  the  field,  he  had 
recourfe  to  the  device  which  Goldfmith  imputed  to  him  in  the  witty  words  of 
one  of  Gibber's  comedies :  "  There  is  no  arguing  with  Johnfon  ;  for  when  his 
piftol  miflcs  fire,,  he  knocks  you  down  with  the  butt  end  of  it."  He  turned 
to  the  gentleman,  "  Well,  Sir,  go  to  Dominicetti,  and  get  thyfelf  fomigated; 
but  be  fure  that  the  fteam  be  direfted  to  thy  head,  for  thai  is  the  peccant part.^ 
This  produced  a  triumphant,  roar  of  laughter  from  the  motley  ^flembly  of 
philofophers,  printers,  and  dependents,  male  and  female 

I  know  not  how  fo  whimfical  a  thought  came  into  my  mind,  but  I  afked,  '*  I^ 
Sir,  you  were  fhut  up  in  a  caftle,  and  a  new-born  child  with  you,  what  would 
you  do?'*  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  fliould  not  much  like  my  company." 
BoswELX.  "  But  would  you  take  the  trouble  of  rearing  it  ? "  He  feemed,  as 
may  well  be  fuppofed,  unwilling  to  purfu^  the  fubje<ft  j  but  upon  my  peric- 
vering  in  my  queftion,  replied,  «  Why  yes.  Sir,  I  would;  but  I  muft  have 
all  conveniencies.  If  I  had  no  garden,  I  would  make  a  fhed  on  the  roof,  and 
take  it  there  for  fi-efli  air.  I  fliould  feed  it,  and  waih  it  much,  and  with  warm 
water  to  pleafe  it,  not  with  cold  water  tx>  give  it  pain."    Bos  well,  **  Bu^ 
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Sir,  docs  not  heat  relax?"  Johnson.  "Sir,  you  are  not  to  imagine  the 
water  is  to  be  very  hot.  I  would  not  coddle  the  child.  No,  Sir,  the  hardy 
method  of  treating'  children  does  no  good.  I'll  take  you  five  children  from 
London,  who  fliall  cuflf  five  Highland  children.  Sir,  a  man  bred  in  London 
wiU  carry  a  burthen,  or  run,  or  wreftlc,  as  well  as  a  man  brought  up  in  the 
hardieft  manner  in  tjie  country."  Boswell.  '5  Good  living,  I  fuppofe,  makes 
the  Londoners  ftrong."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  don't  know  that  it  docs. 
Our  chairmen  from  Ireland,  who  are  as  ftrong  men  as  any,  have  been  brought 
up  upon  potatoes.  Quantity  makes  up  for  quality."  Boswell.  «  Would 
you  teach  this  child  that  I  have  furniflied  you  with,  any  thing  ? "  Johnson. 
<«  No,  I  Ihould  not  be  apt  to  teach  it."  Boswell.  "  Would  not  you  have  a 
pleafure  in  teaching  it  ?"  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  I  Ihould  not  have  a  pleafure 
in  teaching  it."  Boswell.  "  Have  you  not  a  pleafure  in  teaching  men  ?~ 
^erc  I  have  you.  You  have  the  fame  pleafure  in  teaching  men,  that  I  fhould 
have  in  teaching  children."     Johnson.  "  Why,  fomething  about  that." 

Boswell.  "  Do  you  think.  Sir,  that  what  is  called  natural  affedion  is  bom 
with  us  ?  It  leems  to  me  to  be  the  effefib  of  habit,  or  of  gratitude  for  kind- 
nefs.  No  child  has  it  for  a  parent  whom  it  has  not  feen."  Johnson.  **  Why, 
Sir,  I  think  there  is  an  inftin£tive  natural  afie£tion  in  parents  towards  their 
children." 

Ruffia  being  mentioned  as  likely  to  become  a  great  empire,,  by  the  rapid 
incfeafe  of  population ;— Johnson.  *'  Why,  Sir,  I  fee  no  proipeA  of  their 
propagating  more.  They  can  have  no  more  children  than  they  can  get.  I 
know  of  no  way  to  make  them  breed  more  than  they  do.  It  is  not  from  rea- 
ion  and  prudence  that  people  marry,  but  from  inclination.  A  man  is  poor; 
he  thinks,  *  I  cannot  be  worfe,  and  fo  Til  e'en  take  Peggy."  Boswell.  **  But 
have  not  nations  been  more  populous  at  one  period  than  another  ? "  Johnson. 
**  Yes,  Sirs  but  that  has  been  pwing  to  the  people  being  lefs  thinned  at  one 
period  than  another,  whether  by  emigrations,  war,  or  peftUence,  not  by  tiieir 
being  more  or  lefs  prolifick.  Births  at  all  times  bear  the  fame  proportion  to 
the  fame  number  of  people."  Boswell.  "  But,  to  confider  the  flate  of  our 
own  country  i— does  not  throwing  a  number  of  farms  into  one  hand  hurt 
population ?"  Johnson.  "  Why  no.  Sir;  the  fame  quantity  of  food  being 
produced,  will  be  confumed  by  the  fame  number  of  mouths,  though  the 
people  may  be  dilpofed  of  in  diflferent  ways.  We  fee,  if  com  be  dear, 
and  butchers'  meat  cheap,  the  farmers  all  apply  themielves  to  the  railing  of 
corn>  till  it  becomes  plentiful  and  cheap,  and  then  butchers'  meat  becomes 
dear  s  fo  that  an  equality  is  always  preferred.    No^  Sir^  let  ianciful  men  do  as 
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tihcy  will,  depend  upon  it,  it  is  difficult  to  difturb  the  fyftem  of  fife.'*  BoswEtt . 
«  But,  Sir,  is  it  not  a  very  bad  diing  for  landlords  to  opprefs  their  tenants,  by 
raifing  their  rents?"  Johnson.  "  Very  bad.  But,  Sir,  it  never  ran  have 
any  general  influence ;  it  may  diftrefs  fome  individuals.  For  confider  this : 
landlords  cannot  do  without  tenants.  Now  tenants  will  hot  give  more  for  land 
'than  land  is  worth.  If  they  can  make  more  of  their  money  by  keeping  a 
(hop,  or  any  other  way,  they'll  do  it,  and  fo  cWige  landlords  to  let  land  come 
back  to  a  reafonable  rent,  in  order  that  diey  may  get  tenants.  Land,  in 
England,  is  an  article  of  commerce,  A  tenant  who  pays  his  landlord  Hs 
rent,  thinks  himfelf  no  more  obliged  to  him  than  you  rfiink  yourfelf  obliged 
to  a  man  in  whofe  fliop  you  buy  a  piece  of  goods.  He  knows  the  landlord 
does  not  let  him  have  his  land  for  lels  than  he  can  get  from  others,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  fliopkeepcr  fells  his  goods.  No  ihopkeeper  fells  a  yani 
of  ribband  for  fix-pence,  when  feven-pence  is  die  current  price,^  Boswell. 
"  But,  Sir,  is  it  not  better  that  tenants  fhould  be  dependent  on  landlords?" 
Johnson.  *^  Why,  Sir,  as  there  arc  many  more  ^nants  than  landlords,  per- 
haps, ftriftly  (peaking,  we  fhould  wife  not.  But  if  you  plcafe  you  may  let 
your  lands  cheap,  and  fo  get  the  value,  part  in  money  and  part  in  homage. 
I  (hould  agree  with  you  in  that.**  Boswell.  "  So,  Sir,  you  laug^  at  fdiemes 
.of  political  improvement."  Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  moft  fchemes  of  political 
improvement  arc  very  laughable  things.** 

He  obferved,  "  Providence  has  wifely  ordered  thjtt  the  more  numerous 
tnen  are,  the  more  difficult  it  is  for  them  to  agree  in  any  thing,  and  fo  they 
are  governed.  There  b  no  doubt,  that  if  the  pow  ihould  reafon,  <  Well 
be  the  poor  no  longer,  we*ll  make  the  rich  take  their  turn,'  they  could  eafily 
do  it,  were  it  not  that  they  catf  t  agree.  So  the  common  fbldiers,  though 
fo  much  more  nunwrous  than  their  officers,  arc  governed  by  thenl  for  die 
fame  reafon.'* 

He  faid,  ^  Mankind  have  a  ftrong  attachment  to  the  habitations  to  which 
Aey  have  been  accuftomed.  You  fee  the  inhabitants  of  Norway  do  not  with 
one  coilfent  quit  it,  and  go  to  fome  part  of  America,  where  there  is  a  mil4 
climate,  and  where  diey  may  have  the  fame  produce  from  land,  with  the  tentfi 
part  of  the  labour.  No,  Sir;  their  affeftion  for  their  old  dwellings,  and  the 
terrour  of  a  general  change,  keep  them  at  home.  Thus,  we  fee  many  of 
the  fineft  fpots  in  the  world  thinly  inhabited,  and  many  rugged  ipots  wcU 
inhabited.^ 

The  London  Chronicle,  which  was  the  only  newspaper  he  conflandy  took 

•  jn,  being  brought,  the  office  of  reading  it  aloud  was  affigned  to  me.    I  was 
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diverted  by  his  impatience.    He  made  me  pafs  over  fo  many  parts  of  it,  that     i7^9* 
my  tafk  was  very  eafy.    He  would  not  fufFer  one  of  the  petitions  to  the  King  ^^Jf^ 
about  the  Middlefex  ekftion  to  be  read. 

I  had  hired  a  Bohemian  as  my  fervant  while  I  remained  in  London,  and  • 
being  mueh  plqiibd  with  him,  I  aiked  Dr.  Johnfon  whether  his  being  a  Roman 
Catholick  fliould  prevent  my  taking  him  with  me  to  Scotland.  Johnson. 
"  Why  no,  Sir.  If  be  has  no  objeftion,  you  can  have  none^"  Boswell. 
**  So,  Sir,  you  arc  no  great  enemy  to  the  Roman  Catholick  religion." 
Johnson.  "  No  more.  Sir,  than  to  the  PreAiyterian  religion."  Boswell- 
**  You  arc  joking."  Johnson.  "'No,  Sir,  I  really  think, fo.  Nay,  Sir,. 
of  the  two,  I  prefer  the  Popilh."  Boswell.  "How  fo.  Sir?"  Johnson. 
"Why,  Sir,  the  Prefbyterians  have  no  church,  no  apoftolical  ordination." 
BoswBLL.  "And  do  you  think  that  ahfolutcly  cflfcntial.  Sir  ? "  Johnson. 
**  Why,  Sir,  as  it  was  an  apoftolical  inftitution,  I  think  it  is  dangerous  to  be 
without  it.  And,  Sir,  the  Prefbyterians  have  no  publick  worfhip:  they 
have  no  form  of  prayer  in  which  they  know  they  are  to  join.  They  go  to 
hear  a  man  pray,  and  are  to  judge  whether  they  will  join  with  him."  Boswell. 
^'  But,  Sir,  their  doctrine  is  the  fame  widi  that  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Their  confeflion  of  faith,  and  the  thirty-nine  articles,  contain  the  fame  points, 
even  the  dodrine  of  predeftination."  Johnson.  "  Why  yes,  Sirj  predefti- 
nation  was  a  part  of  the  clamour  of  the  times,  io  it  is  mentioned  in  our 
articles,  but  with  as  littie  pofitivcnefs  as  could  be."  Boswell.  *^  Is  it  necef- 
lary.  Sir,  to  believe  all  the  thirty-nine  articles?"  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir, 
that  is  a  queftion  which  has  been  much  agitated.  Some  have  thought  it 
neceflary  that  they  fhould  all  be  believed  j  others  have  confidered  them  to  be 
only  articles  of  peace,  that  is  to  fay,  you  are  not  to  preach  againft  them." 
BoswBLL.  "  It  appears  to  me.  Sir,  that  predeftination,  or  what  is  equivalent 
to  it,  cannot  be  avoided,  if  we  hold  an  univerial  prefence  in  the  I^eity.'* 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  does  not  God  every  day  fee  things  going  on  without 
preventing  them  ?"  Bosweu.  "  True,  Sir  j  but  if  a  thing  be  certainly  fore- 
ieen,  it  muft  be  fixed,  and  cannot  happen  otherwife;  and  if  we  apply  this 
confederation  to  the  human  mind,  there  is  no  free  will,  nor  do  I  fee  how 
prayer  can  be  of  any  avail."  He  mentioned  Dr.  Clarke,  and  Biihop  Bram* 
hall  on  Liberty  and  Neceffity,  and  bid  me  read  South's  fermons  on  Prayer; 
but  avoided  the  queftion  which  has  excruciated  philofophers  and  divines^ 
beyond  any  other.  I  did  not  preis  it  further^  when  I  perceived  that  he  was 
difpleafed,  and  flirunk  from  any  abridgement  of  an  attribute  ufually  afcribed 
to  the  Divinity^  however  irreconcileabk  in  its  full  extent  with  die  grand  fyfteiH' 
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1769.  of  moral  government.  His  fuppofed  orthodoxy  here  cramped  the  vigoroas 
Iffitat'  60'  powers  of  his  underftanding.  He  was  confined  by  a  chain  which  early  imagi-' 
nation  and  long  habit  made  him  think  mafly  and  ftrong,  but  which,  had  he 
ventured  to  try,  he  could  at  once  have  fnapt  alunder. 

I  proceeded :  "  What  do  you  think.  Sir,  of  Purgatory,  as  believed  by  the 
Roman  Catholicks?"  Johnson,  Why,  Sir,  it  is  a  very  harmlels  dodtrine. 
They  are  of  opinion  that  the  generaUty  of  mankind  arc  neither  fo  pbftinately 
wicked  as  to  deferve  evcrlafting  punifliment,  nor  fo  good  as  to  merit  being 
admitted  into  the  fociety  of  blefled  ipirits ;  and  therefore  that  God  is  gra* 
cioufly  pleafed  to  allow  of  a  middle  ftate,  where  they  may  be  purified,  by 
certain  degrees  of  fuiFering.  You  fee.  Sir,  there  is  n6thing  unreaibnable  in 
this/*  BoswELL*  "  But  then.  Sir,  their  mafles  for  the  dead  ? "  Johkson. 
**  Why,  Sir,  if  it  be  once  eftablilhed  that  there  are  fouls  in  pui^tory,  it  if 
as  proper  to  pray  for  them,  as  for  our  brethren  of  mankind  who  are  yet  in 
this  life."  BoswELL.  "  The  idolatry  of  the  Mafs  ?" — ^Johnson.  "  Sir,  there  is 
fto  idolatry  in  the  Mafs.  They  believe  God  to  be  there,  and  they  adore  him." 
BosWELL.  "  The  worfliip  of  Saints  ?" — ^Johnson.  "  Sir,  they  do  not  worihjp 
faints  i  they  invoke  them  i  they  only  afk  their  prayers.  I  am  talking  all  this 
time  of  the  doSlrmes  of  the  church  of  Rome*  I  grant  you  that  in  prallke^ 
Purgatory  is  made  a  lucrative  impofition,  and  that  the  people  do  become 
idolatrous  as  they  recommend  themfclves  to  the  tutelary  prote6tion  of  par- 
ticular faints.  I  think  their  giving  the  facrament  only  in  one  kind  is  criminal, 
becauie  it  is  contrary  to  the  exprefs  inftitution  of  Christ,  and  I  wonder  how 
the  Council  of  Trent  admitted  it*"  Boswell.  "  Confeffion  ?" — ^Johnson. 
"  Why,  I  don't  know  but  that  is  a  good  thing.  The  fcriptlire  fays,  ^  Confeis 
your  faults  one  to  another  /  and  the  priefts  confeis  as  well  as  the  laity.  Then 
it  muft  be  confidered  that  their  abfoludon  is  only  upon  repentance,  and  often 
upon  penance  alio.  You  think  your  ftns  may  be  forgiven  without  penance^ 
tipon  repentance  alone." 

I  thus  ventured  to  mention  all  the  common  objefilons  againit  the  Roman 
Catholick  Church,  that  I  might  hear  fo  great  a  man  upon  them.  What  he 
faid  is  here  accurately  recorded.  But  it  is  not  improbable  that  if  one  had  taken 
the  other  fide,  he  might  have  reafoned  difierently. 

I  muil  however  mention,  that  he  had  a  refpefk  for  ^^  the  old  religm^'*  as  the 
mild  Melanfbhon  called  that  of  the  Roman  Catholick  Church,  even  while  he 
wa3  exerting  himfelf  for  its  reformation  in  fome  particulars.  Sir  William 
Scott  informs  me,  that  he  heard  Johnibn  fay,  ^^  A  man  who  is  converted 
fi-om  Proteftantifm  to  Popery,  may  be  fincere :  he  parts  with  nothing:  he  is 
4mly  fuperadding  to  what  he  already  had.    But  a  convert  ftom  Popery  to 
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Proteftantifmy  gives  up  fo  much  of  what  he  has  held  as  facred  as  any  thing     t^6g. 
that  he  retains ;  there  is  fb  much  laceration  of  mind  in  fuch  a  converiion,  that  it  jeS76«! 
can  hardly  be  fincerc  and  lafting/'    The  truth  of  this  reflcdtion  may  be  con- 
firmed by  many  and  enunent  inftances,  fome  of  which  will  occur  to  moil  of 
my  readers. 

When  we  were  alone^  I  introduced  the  iubje&  of  deaths  and  endeavoured 
to  maintain  that  the  fear  of  it  might  be  got  over.  I  told  him  that  David 
Hume  fai4»  he  was  no  more  uncafy  to  think  he  fhould  not  be  after  this  life, 
than  that  he  bad  not  been  before  he  began  to  exift.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  he 
reaUy  thinks  io^  his  perceptions  are  difturbed ;  he  is  mad :  if  he  does  Hot 
think  fo,  he  lies.  He  may  tell  you,  he  holds  his  finger  in  the  flame  of  a  candle^ 
without  feeling  pain ;  would  you  believe  him  ?  When  he  dies,  he  at  kaft 
gives  up  all  he  has."  Boswell.  "  Footc,  Sir,  told  me,  that  when  he  was 
very  ill  he  was  not  afraid  to  die."  Johnson.  '^  It  is  not  true,  Sir.  Hold  a 
piftol  to  Foote's  breaft,  or  to  Hume's  breaft,  and  threaten  to  kill  them,  and 
you'll  fee  how  they  behave."  Boswell.  "  But  may  we  not  fortify  our  minds 
for  the  approach  of  death  ?"— Here  I  am  fenfible  I  was  in  die  wrong,  to  bring 
before  his  view  what  he  ever  looked  upon  with  horrour ;  for  although  when  in 
a  celeftial  franic,  in  liis  "  Vanity  of  human  Wiflics,"  he  has  fuppofed  death 
to  be  **  kind  Nature's  fignal  for  retreat,"  from  this  ftate  of  being  to  "  a  hap- 
pier feat,"  his  thoughts  upon  this  aweful  change  were  in  general  full  of  difmal 
apprehenfions.  His  mind  refembled  the  vaft  amphitheatre,  the  Colifseum 
at  Rome.  In  the  centre  ftood  his  judgement,  which,  like  a  mighty  gladiator, 
combated  thofe  apprehenfions  that,  like  the  wild  beafts  of  the  Arena^  were  all 
around  in  cells,  ready  to  be  let  out  upon  him.  After  a  conflidt,  he  drives 
them  back  mto  their  dens  i  but  not  killing  them,  they  were  flill  afTailing  him. 
To  my  queftion,  whether  we  might  not  fortify  our  minds  for  the  approach  of 
death,  he  anfwered,  in  a  paffion,  "  No,  Sir,  let  it  alone.  It  matters  not  how 
a  man  dies,  but  how  he  lives.  The  aft  of  dying  is  not  of  importance,  it  lafls 
fo  ihort  a  time."  He  added,  (with  an  eamcfl  look,)  "  A  man  knows  it  mufl 
be  (oy  and  fubmits.    It  will  do  him  no  good  to  whine.'* 

I  attempted  to  continue  the  convcrfation.  He  was  fo  provoked,  that  he 
faid,  "  Give  us  no  more  of  this ;"  and  was  thrown  into  fuch  a  ftate  of  agita- 
tion, that  he  cxprefled  himfelf  in  a  way  that  alarmed  and  diftreffed  me ;  fhewed 
;an  impatience  that  I  fliould  leave  him,  and  when  I  was  going  away,  called  to 
xne  ftemly,  **  Don't  let  us  meet  to-morrow." 

I  went  home  exceedingly  uneafy.  All  the  harih  obfervations  which  I  had 
ever  heard  made  upon  his  charaftw,  crowded  into  my  mind  j  and  I  fcemed 
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tamyfeiriike  the  man  who  had  put  his  head  into  the  lion's  moudi  8  great 
many  times  with  perfeft  fafcty»  but  at  laft  had  it  bit  ofiv 

Next  morning  I  fcnt  him  a  note^  ftating,  that  I  might  have  been  in  the 
wrong,  but  it  was  not  intentionally;  he  was  diercfixre,  I  could  not  help  thinks 
ing,  too  fevere  upon  me.  That  notwithftanding  our  agreement  not  to  meet 
that  day,.  I  would  call  on  him  in  my  way  to  the  city,,  and  ftay  five  minutes 
by  my  watch.  "  You  are,  (faid  I,)  in  my  mind,  fince  kft  night,  furrounded 
with  cloud  and  ftorm.  Let  me  have  a  glimpfe  of  funlhine,  and  go  about 
my  aflFairs  in  fcrenity  and  checrfulnefs/' 

Upon  entering  his  ftudy,  I  was  glad  that  he  was  not  alone^  which  would 
have  made  our  meeting  more  aukward.  There  were  with  him,  Mr.  Steevens 
and  Mr.  Tyers,  both  of  whom  I  now  faw  for  the  firft  time.  My  note  had,, 
on  his  own  refle6tion>  fbftened  him,,  for  he  received  me  very  complacently ;. 
fo  that  I  unexpeftedly  found  myfelf  at  eafe,  and  joined  in  the  converfation. 

He  (aid,  the  cri ticks  had  done  too  much  honour  to  Sir  Richard  Blackmore,, 
by  writing  fo  much  againft  him.  That  in  his  "  Creation"  he  had  been  helped 
by  various  wits>  a  line  by  Philips  and  a  line  by  Tickell  j  fo  that  by  theiraid,  and 
that  of  others,  the  poem  had  been  made  out.  I  defended  Blackmore's  lines,, 
which  have  been  ridiculed  as  abfolute  nonienfe :. 

^  A  painted  vcft  Prince  Voltiger  had  on^, 

^  Which  fix)m  a  naked  Pifl:  his  gi^andfire  won.*^' 

I  maintamed  it  to  be  a  poetical  conceit.  A  Pift  being  painted^  if  he  is  flaih. 
in  batde,  and  a  veft  is  made  of  his  fkin,  it  is  a  painted  veil  won  from  him,, 
though  he  was  naked. 

Johnfon  Ipoke  unfavourably  of  a  certain  pretty  voluminous  authour,. laying,. 
<*  He  ufed  to  write  anonymous  books,  and  then  Other  books  commending, 
thofe  books,  in  which  there  was  fomething  of  rafcality J' 

I  whifpered  him,  **  Well,"  Sir,,  you  are  now  in  good  humour.*'  Johnson^ 
^  Yes,  Sir."  I  was  going  to  leave  him,  and  had  got  as  far  as  the  ftah--caie. 
He  flopped  me,,  and  fmiling,  faid,  "Get  you  gone,"  in  a  curious  mode  of 
inviting  me  to  ftay,  which  I  accordingly  did  for  fome  time  longer. 

This  little  incidental  quarrel  and  reconciliation,  which,  perhaps,  I  may  be 
diought  to  have  detailed  too  minutely,  muft  be  efteemed  as  one  of  many 
proofs  which  his  friends  had,,  that  thou^  he  might  be  charged  with  bad  humour 
at  times,  he  was  always  a  good-natured  manj  and  I  have  heard  Sir  Jolhua. 
Reynolds,,  a  nice  and. delicate  oblerver  of  manners,  particularly  remark^  that 
4  wheBi 
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when  upon  any  occafion  Johnfon  had  been  rough  to  any  perfon  in  company,, 
he  took  die  firift  opportunity  of  reconciliation,  by  drinking  to  him  or  addreff- 
ing  his  difcourfe  to  him;  but  if  he  found  his  dignified  indirc6t  overtures 
fuUenly  neglefted,  he  was  quite  indifferent,  and  confidered  himfelf  as  having 
done  all  that  he  ought  to  do,  and  the  other  as  now  in  the  wrong. 

Being  to  fet  out  for  Scotland  on  the  loth  of  November,  I  wrote  to  him  at 
Streatham,  begging  that  he  would  meet  me  in  town  on  the  9th ;  but  if  this 
fliould  be  very  inconvenient  to  him,  I  would  go  thither.  His  anfwer  was  as 
foD^ws ; 

Ti  James    Boswell,  Efq^. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  UPON  balancing  the  inconveniencies  of  both  parties,  I  find  it 
will  lefs  incommode  you  to  (pcnd  your  night  here,,  than  me  to  come  to  town. 
I  -wifh  to  fee  yoii,  and  am  ordered  by  the  lady  of  this  houfe  to  invite  you 
hither.  Whether  you  can  come  or  not,  I  fhall  not  have  any  occafion  of 
writing  to  you  again  before  your  marriage,  and  therefore  tell  you  now,  that 
with  great  fincerity  I  wifh  you  happinefs.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  afFedtionate  humble  fervant, 
'  "  Nov.  9,  1769.  .  Sam.  Johnson.** 

I  was  detained  in  town  till  it  was  too  late  on  the  9th,  fo  went  to  him 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  tenth  of  Oftober.  ^*  Now  (faid  he,)  that  you 
are  going  to  marry,  do  not  expeft  more  from  life,  than  life  will  afford.  You 
may  often  find  yourfelf  out  of  humour,  and  you  may  ofiien  think  your  wife 
not  fhidious  enough  to  pleafe  you ;  and  yet  you  may  have  reafon  to  cohfider 
yourfelf  as  upon  the  whole  very  happily  married." 

Talking  of  marriage  in  general,  he  obferved,  "  Our  marriage  fervice  is 
too  refined.  It  is  calculated  only  for  the  bell  kind  of  marriages ;  whereas, 
we  fhould  have  a  form  for  matches  of  convenience,  of  which  there  are  many." 
He  agreed  with  me  that  there  was  no  abfolute  necefTity  for  having  the  mar- 
riage ceremony  performed  by  a  regular  clergyman,  for  this  was  not  commanded 
in  fcripture. 

I  was  volatile  enough  to  repeat  to  him  a  litde  epigrammatick  fong  of  mine, 
on  matrimony,  which  Mr.  Garrick  had  a  few  days  before  procured  to  be  let 
to  mufick. 

U  u  2  A  Matrimonial 
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A  Matrimoni^ll  Thought^ 

IN  the  blithe  days  of  honey-moon. 

With  Kate's  ^urcmcnts  fmitten> 
I  lov'd  her  kte,  I  lov'd  her  foon. 

And  call'd  her  deareft  kitten, 

But  now  my  kitten*is  grown  a  cat. 

And  crofs  like  other  wives, 
O !  by  my  foul,  my  honeft  Mat,. 

I  fear  fhe  has  nine  livcs^ 

My  illuftrious  friend  faid„  *^  It  is  very  well.  Sir ;  but  you  fliouU  not  fwear.**^ 
Upon  which  I  altered  "01  by  my  ibul/'  to  "  alas,  alas  !" 

He  was  fo  good  as  to  accompany  me  to  London^  and  fee  me  into  the  poft- 
cbidfe  which  was  to  carry  me  on  my  road  to  Scodand.     And  fure  I  am,  thac 
however  inconfiderable  many  of  the  particulars  recorded  at  this  time  may 
appear  to  fbme,  they  will  be  cfteemed  by  the  beft  part  of  my  readers  as  genuine 
traits  of  his  charafter,  contributing  together  to  gjve.a  full,,  fair,  and  diftindt 
view  of  it. 
1770^         In  1770  he^  publifhed  a  political  pamphlet,  entitled  "  The  Falfe  Alarm,**' 
intended  to  juftify  the  condud  of  miniftry  and  their  majority  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  for  having  virtually  a0umed  it  as  an  axiom,  that  the  expylfioa 
of  a  Member  of  Parliament  was  equivalent  to  exclufion,   and  thu3  having^ 
declared  Colonel  Lutterel  to  be  duly  elefted  for  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
notwithftanding  Mr.  Wilkes  had  a  great  majority  of  votes.    This  being  jvfUy 
confidcrcd  as  a  grols  violation  of  the  right  of  eleftion,  an  alarm  for  the  confti- 
tution  extended  itfelf  all  over  the  kingdom.     To  prove  this  alarm  to  be  felfc,  . 
was  the  purpofe  of  Johnlbn*s  pamphlet  j    but  even  his  vaft  powers  were 
inadequate  ta  cope  with  conftitutional  truth  and  reafon,  and  his  argument: 
failed  of  cfiefti  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  have  fince  expunged  the  ofFen- 
fiv€  refolurion  from  their  Journals.     That  the  Houfe  of  Commons  might 
have  expelled  Mr.  Wilkes  repeatedly,  and  as  often  as  he  fhould  be  re-chofen^ 
was  not  denied ;   but  incapacitation  cannot  be  but  by  an  z&  of  the  whol^ 
Ic^ftature.    It  was  wonderful  to  fee  how  a  prejudice  in  favour  of  government! 
in  general,  and  an  averfion  to  popular  clamour,  could  blind  and  contra^ 
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Cich  an  undcrftanding  as  Johnfon's,  in  this  particular  cafe;  yet  the  wit,  the  »77<>- 
iarcafini  the  eloquent  vivacity  which  this  pamphlet  difplayed,  made  it  be  ^ISTTu 
read  with  great  avidity  at  the  time,  and  it  will  ever  be  read  with  pleafure,  for 
Ae  fake  of  its  compofirion.  That  it  endeavoured  to  infiife  a  narcorick 
indifference,  as  to  publick  concerns,  into  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
that  i&  broke  out  ibmetimes  into  an  extreme  coarfenefs  of  contemptuous 
abufe,  is  but  too  evident. 

It  muft  not,  however,  be  omitted,  that  when  the  ftorm  of  his  violence  lub- 
fides,,  he  takes  a  fair  opportunity  to  pay  a  grateful  compliment  to  the  King, 
who  had  rewarded  his  merit :  "  Thefe  low-bom  rulers  have  endeavoured; 
furely  without  eflfeft,  to  alienate  the  afFeftions  of  the  people  from  the  only  King 
who  for  almoft  a  century  has  much  appeared  to  defire,  or  much  endeavoured 
to  dcferve  themJ'  And,  «  Every  honeft  man  muft  lament,  that  the  faftion 
has  been  regarded  with  frigid  neutrality  by  the  Tories,  who  being  long  accuf^ 
tomed  to  fignalile  their  principles  by  oppofition  to  the  Court,  do  not  yet  con- 
fider,,  that  they  have  at  laft  a  King  who  knows  not  the  name  of  party,  and 
who*wiihes  to  be  the  common  father  of  all  his  people/* 

To  this  pamphlet,  which  was  at  once  difcovered  to  be  Johnfon's,  fcveral 
anfwers  came  out,  in  which,  care  was  taken  to  remind  the  publick  of  his 
former  attacks  upon  government,  and  of  his  now  being  a  penfioner,  without 
allowing,  for  the  honourable  terms  upon  which  Johnfon's  penfion  was  granted 
and  accepted,  or  the  change  of  fyftem  which  the  Bririfti  court  had  undergone 
upon  the  accelTion  of  his  prcfent  Majefty.  He  was,  however,  foothed  in  the 
higheft  ftraiaof  panegyrick,  in  a  poem  called  "  The  Remonftrance,*'  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.Stockdale,  to  whom  he  was,,  upon  many  occs^ions,  a  kind 
protedbor. 

The  following  admirable  minute  made  by  him,  defcribes  fo  well  his  own 
ftate,  and  that  o(  numbers  to  whom  ielf-examination  is  habitual,  that  I  cannot 
omit  it : 

'^  June  I,  1770.^  Every  man  naturally  perfuades  himielf  thkt  he  can  keep 
his  refolutions,  nor  is  he  convinced  ofr  his  imbecillity  but  by  length  of  time 
and.  frequency  of  experiment*  This  opbion  of  our  own  conftancy  is  Co  prcva- 
lent>  that  we  always  defpifo  him  who  fufFers  his  general  and  fettled  purpofe  to  be 
overpowered  by  an  occafional  defu^.  They,  therefore,  whom  frequent  failures 
have  made  defjperate,  ceafe  to  form  refolutions  s  and  they  who  are  become 
cunning,  do  not  tell  them.  Thofe  who  do  not  make  them  are  very  few,  but 
of  their  eficdt  litde  is  perceived  ^  for  fcarcely  any  man  perlifts  in  a  courfe  of 
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»77<^'     life  planned  by  choice,  but  as  he  is  reftrained  from  deviation  by  fome  cxter- 
Wt.  6i.  nal  power.     He  who  may  live  as  he  will,  feldom  lives  long  in  die  obfervation 
of  his  own  rules*/* 
Of  this  year  I  have  obtained  the  following  letters : 

^0  the  Reverend  Dr.  Fa  r  m  e  r,  Cambridge. 
«  Sir, 

"AS  no  man  ought  to  keep  wholly  to  himfclf  any  poileflion  that 
may  be  ufefiil  to  the  publick,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  mc  unreafonably 
intrufive,  if  I  have  recourfe  to  you  for  fuch  informatioa  as  you  arc  more  able 
to  give  me  than  any  other  man. 

"  In  fupport  of  an  opinion  which  you  have  already  placfed  above  the  need 
of  any  more  fupport,  Mr.  Steevens,  a  very  ingenious  gentleman,  lately  of 
King*s  College,  has  collefted  an  account  of  all  the  tranflations  which  Shak- 
ipeare  might  have  feen  and  ufed.  He  wifhes  his  catalc^e  to  be  perfect,  and 
therefore  intreats  that  you  will  favour  him  by  the  infcrtioa  of  fuch  additions 
as  the  accuracy  of  your  inquiries  has  enabled  you  to  make.  To  this  requeft, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  adding  my  own  folicitation. 

«  We  have  no  immediate  ufe  for  this  catalogue,  and  therefore  do  not  defirc 
that  it  fhould  interrupt  or  hinder  your  more  important  employments.  But  it 
will  be  kind  to  let  us  know  that  you  receive  it. 

^«  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 
«»  Johnfon's-court,  Rcct-ftitct,  SaM.  JohnsO N.'* 

March  3i«  1770* 

^0  the  tleverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

**  THE  readinefs  with  which  you  were  pleafed  to  promife  me  (bme 
notes  on  Shakfpeare,  was  a  new  inftance  of  your  friendfhip.  I  (hall  not  hurry 
you ;  but  am  defifed  by  Mr.  Steevens,  who  helps  me  in  this  edition,  to  lee 
you  know,  that  we  Ihall  print  the  tragedies  firft,  and  (hall  therefore  want  firffc 
the  notes  which  belong  to  them.  We  think  not  to  indommode  the  readers 
with  a  fupplement  j  and  therefore,  what  we  cannot  put  into  its  proper  place, 

*  Prayen  and  Meditations,  p.  95* 
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wHI  do  us  no  good,    Wc  Ihall  not  begin  to  print  before  the  end  of  fix  weeks,     »77o. 
perhaps  not  fo  foon.  ^  jBi^^  5,^ 

;  «  I  am,  &c,  , 

"  London,  June  259  I77«.  Sam,  JohnSON," 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Joseph  Warton. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

«  I  AM  revifing  my  edition  of  Shaklpcare,  and  remember  that  I 
formerly  mifreprefented  your  opinion  of  Lean  Be  pleafed  to  write  the  para* 
graph  as  you  would  have  it,  and  fend  it.  If  you  have  any  remarks  of  your 
own  upon  that  or  any  other  play,  I  fhall  gladly  receive  them. 

*«  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Warton.  I  ibmetimes  think  of  wander- 
ing for  a  few  days  to  Winchefter,  but  am  apt  to  delay.    I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
"  S^»27,  1770.  Sam.  Johnson." 

To  Mr*.  Francis  Barber,,  af  Mrs.  ClappV,  BiJbop^Siortfordy  Hertford/hire^ 

"  Dear  Francis,. 

**  I  AM  at  laft  fat  down  to  write  to  you,  and  fhould  very  much  blame 
myfelf  for  having  neglefted  you  fo  long,  if  I  did  not  impute  that  and  many 
other  failings  to  want  of  hesdth.  I  hope  not  to  be  fo  long  filent  again.  I  am 
vrry  well  fatisfied  widi  your  progrefe,  if  you  can  really  perform  the  exercifts 
which  you  are  let;  and  I  hope  Mr.  Ellis  does  not  fuffer  you  to  impofe  on 
him,  or  on  yourfelfi. 

*«  Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Ellis,  and  to  Mrs,  Clapp,  and  Mr. 
Smith*. 

**  Let  me  know  what  Englifh  books  you  read  for  your  entertainments    You 
can  never  be  wife  unlefs  you  lov«  reading. 

**  Do  not  ima^e  diat  I  fhall  forget  or  forfake  you;  for  if,  when  I 
examine  you,  I  find  that  you  have  not  loft  your  time,  you  fliall  want  no 
encouragement  irovtt 

«  Yours  afiedionately, 

•«  London,  Sept  25,  1 77a  '  S  A-M.  J  O  H  N  S  O  n/' 
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To  the  fame. 
^'  I^EAR  Francis, 

"  I  HOPE  you  mind  your  bufineft.  1  defign  you  fliall  ftay  iwrith  Mrs. 
Clapp  thefc  holidays.  If  you  are  invited  out  you  may  go,  if  Mr.  Ellis  gives 
leave.  I  have  ordered  you  fome  cloaths,  which  you  will  receive,  I  believe^ 
next  week.  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Clapp  and  to  Mr.  Ellis,  and  Mr, 
Smith,  &.C.    I  am 

^*  Tour  afFedtionate 

♦*  December  7,  1770.  Sam.  JohNSOK/' 

During  this  year  there  was  a  total  ceflation  of  all  correfpondence  between 
Dr.  Johnfon  and  me,  without  any  coldnefs  on  either  fide,  but  merely  from 
procraftin^on,  continued  from  day  to  day ;  and  as  I  was  not  in  London,  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  enjoying  his  company  and  recording  his  converiadon.  To 
fupply  this  blank,  I  fhall  prefent  my  readers  with  fome  CoUeHatiea^  obligingly 
fiirniftied  to  me  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Maxwell,  of  Falkland,  in  Ireland,  fome 
time  affiftant  preacher  at  the  Temple,  and  for  many  years  the  focial  fiiend  of 
Johnfon,  who  Ipoke  of  him  with  a  very  kind  regard. 


.«  My  acquaintance  with  that  great  and  venerable  charadtcr  commenced 
in  the  year  1754-  I  was  introduced  to  him  by  Mr.  Grieribn^,  his  Majefty*s 
printer  at  Dublin,  a  gendeman  of  uncommon  learning,  and  great  wit  and 
vivacity.  Mr.  Grierfon  died  in  Germany,  at  the  age  of  twejtty-fcven.  Dr. 
Johnfon  highly  reipefted  his  abilities,  and  often  obTerved,  that  he  poflefled 
more  extenfive  knowledge  than  any  man  of  his  years  he  had  ever  known* 
His  induftry  was  equal  to  his  talents ;  and  he  particularly  excelled  in  every 
i|>ecies  of  philological  leammg,  and  was,  perhaps,  the  beft  cridck  of  the  age 
he  lived  in. 

"  J  muft  always  remember  with  gratitude  my  obligation  to  Mr.  Grierfon, 
for  the  .honour  and  happinefs  of  Dr.  Johnfbn's  acquaintance  and  fiiend(hip> 
which  continued  uninterrupted  and  undiminiflied  to  his  death :  a  connections 
that  was  at  once  the  pride  and  happinefs  of  my  life. 

**  What  pity  it  is,  that  fo  much  wit  and  good  fenfe  as  he  continually 
.exl^bited  in  converfation,  Ihoukl  periih  unrecorded  I  Few  perfons  quitted  his 

^  Son4)f  die  learned  Mrs.  GrierfoQ,  who  was  patronifed  by  the  late  Lord  Gianvilk,  and  wa$ 
the  editor  of  fevenl  of  the  clafficks. 
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company  without  perceiving  themfelvcs  wifer  and  better  than  they  were     1770. 
before.    On  ferious  fubjefts  he  flalhed  the  moft  intercfting  conviftion  upon  /ewT^ 
his  auditors;  and  upon  lighter  topicksj  you  might  have  fuppofed — Albano 
mujas  de  numte  hcutas. 

«*  Though  I  can  hope  to  add  but  litde  to  the  celebrity  of  fo  exalted  a  cha- 
rafter,  by  any  communicadons  I  can  fumifh,  yet  out  of  pure  refped  to  his 
memory,  I  will  venture  to  tranfmit  to  you  fome  anecdotes  concerning  him, 
which  fell  under  my  own  obfervation.  The  very  minutU  of  liich  a  charafter 
moft  be  interefting,  and  may  be  compared  to  the  filings  of  diamonds* 

"  In  polidcks  he  was  deemed  a  Tory,  but  certainly  was  not  fo  in  the 
obnoxious  or  party  fcnfe  of  the  term  \  for  while  he  aflerted  the  legal  and  falu- 
tary  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  he  no  lefs  refpefted  the  conftitutional  liberties 
of  the  people.  Whig^fm,  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  he  faid,  was  accom- 
panied with  certain  principles  j  but  latterly,  as  a  mere  party  diftinftion  under 
Walpole  and  the  Pelhams,  was  no  better  than  the  politicks  of  ftock-jobbers, 
and  the  religion  of  infidels. 

*'  He  dcteftcd  the  idea  of  governing  by  parliamentary  corruption,  and 
aflerted  moft  ftrenuoufly,  that  a  prince  fteadily  and  conlpicuoufly  purfuing 
the  interefts  of  his  people,  could  not  feil  of  parliamentary  concurrence.  A 
prince  of  ability,  he  contended,  might  and  ihould  be  the  dire6ting  foul  and 
spirit  of  his  own  adminiftration ;  in  Ihort,  his  own  minifter,  and  not  the  mere 
head  of  a  party :  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  would  the  royal  dignity  be 
lincerely  relpe6ted. 

'^  Johnfon  feemed  to  think,  that  a  certain  degree  of  crown  influence  over  the 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  (not  meaning  a  corrupt  and  (hameful  dependence,) 
was  very  falutary,  nay  even  neceflary,  in  our  mixed  government.  *  Forj^ 
(faid  he,)  if  the  members  were  under  no  crown  influence,  and  difqualified 
from  receiving  any  gratification  from  Court,  and  refembled,  as  they  poflibly 
might,  Pym  and  Haflerig,  and  other  ftubborn  and  fturdy  members  of  the 
long  Parliament,  the  wheels  of  government  would  be  totally  obftru^ed.  Such 
men  would  oppofe,  merely  to  fhew  their  power,  from  envy,  jealouly,  and 
perverfity  of  diQ)ofition ;  and  not  gaining  thcmfelves,  would  hate  and  oppofe 
all  who  did :  not  loving  the  perfon  of  the  prince,  and  conceiving  they  owed 
him  litde  gratitude,  from  the  mere  Ipirit  of  infolence  and  contradiftion,  they 
would  oppofe  and  thwart  him  upon  all  occafions.' 

'*  Thcinfeparableimperfeftion  annexed  to  all  human  governments,  confifted, 
he  faid,  in  not  being  able  to  create  a  fufficient  fund  of  virtue  and  principle 
to  carry  the  laws  into  due  and  cfFeftual  execution.    Wifdom  might  plan,  but 
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virtue  alone  could  execute.  And  where  could  fuiRcient  virtue  be-  found  ? 
A  variety  of  delegated,  and  often  difcretionary  powers  mufl;  be  entrufted  fomc- 
where ;  which,  if  not  governed  by  integrity  and  confdence,  would  nccef- 
farily  be  abufed,  till  at  laft  the  conftable  would  fell  his  for  a  (hilling. 

"  This  excellent  perfon  was  fometimes  charged  with  abetting  flavifh  and . 
arbitrary  principles  of  government.  Nothing  in  my  opinion  could  be  a  grofler 
calumny  and  niifreprefentation  -,  for  how  can  it  be  rationally  fuppofed,  that  he 
ftiould  adopt  fuch  pernicious  and  abfurd  opinions,  who  fupported  his  philo- 
fophical  charafter  with  fo  much  dignity,  was  extremely  jealous  of  his  perfonal 
liberty  and  independence,  jnd  could  not  brook  the  fmalleft  appearance  of 
negledt  or  infult,  even  from  the  higheft  perfonages  ? 

"  But  let  us  view  him  in  fome  inftances  of  more  familiar  life. 

•*  His  general  mode  of  life,  during  my  acquaintance,  feemed  to  be  pretty 
uniform.  About  twelve  o'clock  I  commonly  vifited  him,  and  frequently 
found  him  in  bed,  or  declaiming  over  his  tea,  which  he  drank  very  plentifoUy. 
He  generally  had  a  levee  of  morning  vifitors,  chiefly  men  of  letters ;  Hawkf- 
worth,  Goldfmith,  Murphy,  Langton,  Steevens>  Beauclerk,  &c.  &c.  and 
fometimes  learned  ladies,  particularly  I  remember  a  French  lady  of  wit  and 
faihion  doing  him  the  honour  of  a  vifit.  He  feemed  to  me  to-be  confidered 
as  a  kind  of  publick  oracle,  whom  every  body  thought  they  had  a  right  to 
vifit  and  confultj  anddoubdefs  they  were  well  rewarded.  I  never  could  dif- 
cover  how  he  found  time  for  his  compofitions.  He  declaimed  all  the  morning, 
then  went  to  dinner  at  a  tavern,  where  he  commonly  ftaid  late,  and  then  drank 
his  tea  at  fome  friend*s  houfe,  over  which  he  loitered  a  great  while,  but  feldom 
took  fupper.  I  fancy  he  n^uft  have  read  and  wrote  chiefly  in  the  night,  for  I 
can  fcarely  recoiled  that  he  ever  refufed  going  widi  me  to  a  tavern,  and  he 
often  went  to  Ranclagh,  which  he  deemed  a  place  of  innocent  recreation. 

**  He  frequently  gave  all  die  filver  in  his  pocket  to  the  poor,  who  watched 
him,  between  his  houfe  and  the  tavern  where  he  dined.  He  walked  the 
ftreets  at  all  hours,  s^nd  faid  he  was  never  robbed,  for  the  rogues  knew  he  had 
little  money,  nor  had  the  appearance  of  having  much. 

"  Though  the  moft  accefl[ible  and  communicative  man  alive,  yet  when  he 
fufpefted  he  was  invited  to  be  exhibited,  he  conftantly  fpurned.the  invitation. 

«'  Two  young  women  from  Staffordfhire  vifited  him  when  I  was  prefenfj 

'  to  confult  him  on  the  fubjeft  of  Methodifm,  to  which  they  were  inclined. 

«  Come,  (faid  he,)  you  pretty  fools,  dine  with  Maxwell  and  me  at  the  Mitre, 

and  we  will  talk  over  tlmt  fubjeft/  which  they  did,  and  after  dinner  he  took 

one  of  them  upon  his  knee,  and  fondled  her  for  half  an  hour  together. 
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^^  Upon  a  viQt  to  tnc  at  a  country  lodging  near  Twickenham,  he  afkcd      1770- 
what  fort  of  fociety  I  had  there.     1  told  him,  but  indifferent  j  as  they  chiefly  ^ta^^K 
confifted  of  opulent  traders,  retired  from  bufinefs.     He  faid,  he  never  much 
liked  that  clafs  of  people ;  *  For,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  they  have  loft  the  civility  of 
tradefmen,  without  acquiring  the  manners  of  gentlemen/ 

"  Johnfon  was  much  .attached  to  London  :  he  obferved,  that  a  man  ftored 
his  mind  better  there,  than  any  where  elfe ;  anti  that  in  remote  fituations  a 
man's  body  might  be  feafted,  but  his  mind  was  ftarved,  and  his  faculties  apt 
to  degenerate,  from  want  of  exercife  and  competition.  No  place,  he  faid, 
cured  a  man's  vanity  or  arrogance,  fo  well  as  London;  for  as  no  mari 
was  either  great  or  good  fer  Je^  but  as  compared  with  others  not  fo  good  or 
great,  he  was  fure  to  find  in  the  metropolis  many  his  equals,  and  fome  his 
fuperiours.  He  oblerved,  that  a  man  in  London  was  in  lefs  danger  of  fall- 
ing in  love  indifcreetly,  than  any  where  elfe;  for  there  the  difficulty  of 
deciding  between  the  conflifting  pretentions  of  a  vaft  variety  of  objefts,  kept 
him  fafe.  He  told  me,  that  he  had  frequently  been  offered  country  prefer- 
ment, if  he  would  confcnt  to  take  orders;  but  he  could  not  leave  the 
improved  fociety  of  the  capital,  or  confent  to  exchange  the  exhilarating  joys 
and  fplendid  decorations  of  publick  life,  for  the  obfcurity,  infipidity,  and  uni- 
formity of  remote  fituations. 

"  Speaking  of  Mr.  Harte,  Canon  of  Windfor,  and  writer  of  '  TheHiftory 
of  Guftavus  Adolphus,'  he  much  commended  him  as  a  fcholar,  and  a  man  of 
the  moft  companionable  talents  he  had  ever  known.  He  faid,  the  defcfts  in 
his  hiftory  proceeded  not  from  imbecillity,  but  from  foppery. 

"  He  loved,  he  faid,  the  old  black  letter  books ;  they  were  rich  in  matter, 
though  their  flyle  was  inelegant ;  wonderfiilly  fo,  confidering  how  coixveriant 
the  writers  were  with  the  beft  models  of  antiquity. 

"  Burton's  *  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,'  he  laid,  was  the  only  book  that  ever 
took  him  out  of  bed  two  hours  foorier  than  he  wiftied  to  rife. 

"  He  fi-equently  exhorted  me  to  fet  about  writing  a  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  and 
archly  remarked,  there  had  been  fome  good  Irilh  writers,  and  that  one  Irilh- 
man  might  at  leaft  afpire  to  be  equal  to  another.  He  had  great  compaflion 
for  the  miferies  and  diftreffes  of  the  Irilh  nation,  particularly  the  Papifts ;  and 
feverely  reprobated  the  barbarous  debilitating  policy  of  the  Britilh  govern- 
ment, which  he  faid  was  the  moft  deteftable  mode  of  perfecution.  To  a 
gentleman,  who  hinted  fuch  policy  might  be  neceffary  to  fupport  the  authority 
of  the  Englilh  government,  he  replied  by  faying,  *  Let  the  authority  of  the 
Englilh  government  perilh,  rather  than  be  maintained  by  iniquity.     Better 
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i77<^*  would  it  be  to  reftrain  the  turbulence  of  the  natives  by  the  authority  of  the 
^jjjj"  5,'  fword,  and  to  make  them  amenable  to  law  and  juftice  by  an  efFeftual  and 
vigorous  police,  than  to  grind  them  to  powder  by  all  manner  of  difabilities  and 
incapacities.  Better  (faid  he,)  to  hang  or  drown  people  at  once,  than  by  an 
unrelenting  perfecution  to  beggar  and  ftarye  them.'  The  moderation  and 
humanity  of  the  prefcnt  times  have,  in  fome  meafure,  juftified  the  wildom  of 
his  obfervations. 

"  Dr.  Johnfon  was  often  accufed  of  prejudices,  nay,  antipathy,  widi  regard 
to  the  natives  of  Scodand.  Surely,  fo  illiberal  a  prejudice  never  entered  his 
mind :  and  it  is  well  known^  many  natives. of  that  refpe<5bble  country  poflcfled 
a  large  fhare  in  his  efteem ;  nor  were  any  of  them  ever  excluded  from  his 
good  offices,  as  far  as  opportunity  permitted.  True  it  is,  he  confidered.  the 
Scotch,  nationally,  as  a  crafty,  defigning  people,  eagerly  attentive  to  their  own 
intereflr,  and  too  apt  to  overlook  the  claims  and  pretenfions  of  other  people. 
«  While  they  confine  their  benevolence,  in  a  manner,  exdufively  to  thofe  of 
their  own  country,  they  expedt  to  fhare  in  the  good  offices  of  other  people.. 
Now  (faid  Johnfon,)  this  principle  is  either  right  or  wrong;  if  right,  we 
fhould  do  well  to  imitate  fuch  condufti  if  wrong,,  we  cannot  too  muck 
dctefl  it.' 

^'  Being  folicited  to  compolc  a  funeral  fermon  for  the  daughter  of  a  tradef^ 
man>  he  naturally  enquired  into  die  charafter  of  the  deceafed  j  and  being  told 
fhe  was  remarkable  for  her  humility  and  condefcenfion  to  inferiours,  he 
obferved,  that  thofe  were  very  laudable  qualities,  but  it  might  not  he  fb  eafy 
to  difcover  who  the  lady's  inferiours  were* 

*'  Of  a  certain  player  he  remarked,  that  his  converfation  ufually  threatened 
and  announced  more  than  it  performed ;  that  he  fed  you  with  a  continual  reno- 
vation of  hope,  to.  end  in  a  conftant  fucceflion  of  difappointment. 

^^  When  exafperated  by  contradi£lion>  he  was  apt  to  treat  his  opponents 
with  too  much  acrimony  i  as,  *  Sir,  you  don't  fee  your  way  through  that 
queftion :'— *  Sir,  you  talk  the.  language  of  ignorance/  On  my  obferving  to 
him  that  a  certain  gcndeman  had  remained  filent  the  whole  evening,  in  the 
midft  of  a  very  brilliant  and  learned  fociety,  « Sir,,  (iaid  he,)  the  converfation 
overflowed  and  drowned  him.' 

^  His  philofophy,  though  auflere  and  folemn,  was  by  no  means  morofe 
and  cynical,  and  never  blunted  the  laudable  fenfibiliries  of  his  charader,.  or 
exempted  him  from  the  influence  of  the  tender  paffions.  Want  of  tendcrnels, 
he  always  alledged,  was  want  of  parts,  and  was  no  lefs  a  proof  of  flupidity 
than  depravity. 

^  Speakings 
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«*  Speaking  of  Mr.  Hanway,  who  publiflicd  •  A  Six  Weeks  Tour  through 
the  South  of  England/  *  Jonas>  (faid  he,)  acquired  fome  reputation  by  travel- 
ling abroad,  but  loft  it  all  by  travelling  at  home/ 

«^  Of  the  paffion  of  love  he  remarked,  that  its  violence  and  ill  efFedls 
were  much  exaggerated ;  for  who  has  known  any  real  fufFerings  on  that  head, 
more  than  from  the  exorbitancy  of  any  other  paffion  ? 

"  He  much  commended  ^  Law*s  Serious  Call,'  which  he  faid  was  the 
fineft  piece  of  hortatory  theology  in  any  language.  '  Law  (faid  he,)  fell 
latterly  into  the  reveries  of  Jacob  Behmen,  whom  Law  alledged  to  have 
been  ibmewhat  in  the  fame  ftate  with  St.  Paul,  and  to  have  feen  unutterable 
things.  Were  it  even  fo,  (faid  Johnlbn,,)  Jacob  would  have  refembled  St, 
Paul  ftill  more,  by  not  attempting  to  utter  them.' 

"  He  obferved,  that  the  eftablilhed  clergy  in  general  did  not  preach  plain 
enough  \  and  that  polifhcd  periods  and  glittering  fcntences  flew  over  the  heads 
of  the  common  people,,  without  any  impreffion  upon  their  hearts.  Something 
might  be  neceffary,  he  obferved^  to  excite  the  affedlions  of  the  common 
people,  who  were  funk  in  languor  and  lethargy,  and  therefore  he  fuppofed 
that  the  new  concomitants  of  methodifm  might  probably  produce  fo  defirablc 
an  effed*  The  mind,  like  the  body,  he  obferved,  delighted  in  change  and 
novelty,  and  even  in  religion  itfelfi  courted  new  appearances  and  modifiga- 
tions.  Whatever  might  be  thought  of  fome  methodift  teachers,  he  faid,,  he 
could  fcarcely  doubt  the  lincerity  of  that  man,  who  travelled  nine  hundred 
miles  in  a  month,  and  preached  twelve  times  a  week ;  for  no  adequate  reward, 
merely  temporal,  could  be  given  for  futh  indefatigable  labour. 

*•  Of  Dr.  Prieftly's  theological  works,  -he  remarked,  that  they  tended  to 
tmfetde  every  thing,  and  yet  fetded  nothing. 

**  He  was  much  affefted  by  the  death  of  his  mother,  and  wrote  to  me  to 
come  and  affift  him  to  compofe  his  mind,,  which  indeed  I  found  extremely 
agitated.  He  lamented  that  all  ferious  and  religious  converfation  was  baniflied 
from  the  fociety  of  men,  and  yet  great  advantages  might  be  derived  from  it. 
All  acknowledged,  he  faid,  what  hardly  any  body  praftifed,  the  obligation 
wc  were  under  of  making  the  concerns  of  eternity  the  governing  principles  of 
our  lives.  Every  man,  he  obferved,  at  laft  wifhes  for  retreat :  he  fees  his 
cxpeftations  fruftrated  in  the  world,  and  begins  to  wean  himfclf  from  it,  and 
to.  prepare  for  everlafting  feparation. 

^*  He  obferved,  that  the  influence  of  London  now  extended  every  where, 
and  that  from  all  manner  of  qommunicatioa  being  opened,  there  fliortly  would 
be^  no  remains  of  the  ancient  fimplicity,  or  places  of  cheap  retreat  to  be  founds 

"  He 
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"  He  was  no  admirer  of  blank-verfc,  and  faid  it  always  failed,  unlefs  fuf- 
tained  by  the  dignity  of  the  fubjcft.  In  blank-verie,  he  laid,  the  language 
fuflfered  more  diftortion,  to  keep  it  out  of  profe,  than  any  inconvenience 
or  limitation  to  be  apprehended  from  the  (hackles  and  circumfcription  of 
rhyme. 

"  He  reproved  me  once  for  faying  grace  without  mention  of  the  name  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  hoped  in  future  I  would  be  nwre  mindful  of  the 
apoftolical  injundion. 

**  He  refufed  to  go  out  of  a  room  before  me  at  Mr.  Langton*s  houfe,  fay- 
ing, he  hoped  he  knew  his  rank  better  than  to  prefume  to  take  place  of  a 
Doftor  in  Divinity.  I  mention  fuch  little  anecdotes,  merely  to  (hew  the 
peculiar  turn  and  hab,it  of  his  mind. 

"  He  ufed  frequently  to  obferve,  that  there  was  .n>ore  to  be  endured  than 
enjoyed,  in  the  general  condition  of  human  life  5  and  frequently  quoted  tho(c 
lines  of  Dryden : 

^  Strange  cozenage !  none  would  live  paft  years  again, 
'  Yet  all  hope  pleafure  from  what  (till  remain/ 

For  his  part,  he  faid,  he  never  pa(red  that  week  in  his  life  which  he  would  wifli 
to  repeat,  were  an  angel  to  make  the  propofal  to  him. 

"  He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Englifh  nation  cultivated  both  dieir  foil  and 
their  reafon  better  than  any  other  people  j  but  admitted  that  the  French, 
though  not  the  higheft,  perhaps,  in  any  department  of  literature,  yet  in  every 
department  were  very  high.  Intelleftual  pre-eminence,  he  obfcrved,  was 
the  higheft  fuperiorityi  and  that  every  nation  derived  their  higheft  repu- 
tation from  the  (plendour  and  dignity  of  their  writers*  Voltaire,  he  faid,  was 
a  good  narrator,  and  that  his  principal  merit  confifted  in  a  happy  feledtion  and 
arrangement  of  circumftances* 

"  Speaking  of  the  French  novels,  compared  with  Richardfon's,  he  faid  they 
might  be  pretty  baubles,  but  a  wren  was  not  an  eagle. 

"  In  a  Latin  converfation  with  the  Pere  Bofcovitz,  at  the  houfe  of  Mrs, 
Cholmondeley,  I  heard  him  maintain  the  fuperiority  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  over 
all  foreign  philofophers,  with  a  dignity  and  eloquence  that  furprized  that 
learned  foreigner.  It  being  obferved  to  him,  that  a  rage  for  every  thing 
Ehgli(h  prevailed  much  in  France  after  Lord  Chatham's  glorious  war,  he  faid, 
he  did  not  wonder  at  it,  for  that  we  had  drubbed  thofe  fellows  into  a  proper 
reverence  for  us,  and  that  their  national  petulance  required  periodical  chaf- 
tifement. 

"  Lord 
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*'  Lord  Lyttelton's  Dialogues,  he  deemed  a  nugatory  performance.   *  That      ^liP* 
man  (faid  he,)  fat  down  to  write  a  book,  to  tell  the  worU  what  the  world  had  ^tju.  6^ 
alt  his  life  been  telling  him*' 

"  Somebody  obferving  that  the  Scotch  Highlanders  in  the  year  1745,  had 
made  furprizing  efforts,  confidering  their  numerous  wants  and  difadvantages : 
'Yes,  Sir,  (feid  he,)  their  wants  were  numerous,  but  you  have  not  men- 
tioned the  greateft  of  them  all, — the  want  of  law.* 

"  Speaking  of  the  inward  ligbty  to  which  fome  methodifts  pretended,  he 
faid,  it  was  a  principle  utterly  incompatible  with  focial  or  civil  fecurity.  *  If 
a  man  (faid  he,)  pretends  to  a  principle  of  aftion  of  which  I  can  know 
nothing,  nay,  not  fo  much  as  that  he  has  it,  but  only  that  he  pretends  to  it ; 
how  can  I  tell  what  that  perfon  may  be  prompted  to  do  ?  When  a  perfon  * 
profeffes  to  be  govenied  by  a  written  afcertained  law,  I  can  then  know  where 
to  find  him.* 

**  The  poem  of  Fingal,  he  faid,  was  a  mere  unconnefted  rhapfody,  a  tire- 
fome  repetition  of  the  fame  images*  « In  vain  Ihall  we  look  for  the  lucidus 
Qrdo^  where  there  is  neither  end  or  object,  defign  or  moral,*»^^  certa  recurrit  ^ 

tmago.*  / 

"  Being  aflced  by  a  young  nobleman,  what  was  become  of  the  gallantry 
and  military  fpirit  of  the  old  Englilh  nobility,  he  replied,  *  Why,  my  Lord, 
rU  tell  you  what  is  become  of  it ;  it  is  gone  into  the  city  to  look  for  a  fortune.* 

**  Speaking  of  a  dull  tirefome  fellow,  whom  he  chanced  to  meet,  he  faid, 
*  That  fellow  feems  to  me  to  poffefs  but  one  idea,  and  that  is  a  wrong  one.* 

"  Much  enquiry  having  been  made  concerning  a  gendeman  who  had 
quitted  a  company  where  Johnfon  was,  and  no  information  being  obtained  j  at 
laft  Johnfon  obferved,  that  *  he  did  not  care  to  Ipeak  ill  of  any  man  behind 
his  back,  but  he  believed  the  gentleman  was  an  attorney* 

"  He  fpoke  with  much  contempt  of  the  notice  taken  of  Woodhoufe,  the 
poedcal  ihoemaker.  He  faid,  it  was  all  vanity  and  childifhnefs ;  and  that  fuch 
objefts  were,  to  thofe  who  patronifed  them,  mere  mirrours  of  their  own 
fuperiority.  *  They  had  better  (faid  he,)  furnifh  the  man  with  good  imple- 
ments for  his  trade,  than  raife  fubfcriptions  for  his  poems.  He  may  make  an 
excellent  fhoemaker,  but  can  never  make  a  good  poet.  A  fchool-boy*s  exer- 
cife  may  be  a  pretty  thing  for  a  fchool-boy,  but  is  no  treat  for  a  man-' 

**  Speaking  of  Boetius,-  who  was  "the  favourite  writer  of  the  middle  ages, 
he  faid  it  Was  very  forprizing,  that  upon  fuch  a  fubged,  and  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
he  fhould  be  magis  fbilo/opbus  quam  Chriftianus. 

«^  Speaking 
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"  Speaking  of  Arthur  Murphy,  whom  he  very  much  loved,  *  I  don't  know 
(laid  he,)  that  Arthur  can  be  claffed  with  the  very  firft  dramatick  writers ; 
yet  at  prefent  I  doubt  much  whether  we  have  any  thing  fuperior  to  Arthur/ 

^*  Speaking  of  the  national  debt,  he  faid,  it  was  an  idle  dream  to  fuppofe 
that  the  country  could  fink  under  it.  Let  the  publick  creditors  be  ever  (b 
clamorous,  the  intercft  of  millions  muft  ever  prevail  over  that  of  thoufands. 

<^  Of  Dr.  Kennicott's  Collations,  he  obferved,  that  though  the  text  fhould 
not  be  much  mended  thereby,  yet  it  was  no  fmall  advantage  to  know,  that 
we  had  as  good  a  text  as  the  moft  confummate  induftry  and  diligence  could 
procure. 

"  Johnfon  obferved,  that  fo  many  objeftions  might  be  made  to  every  thing, 
that  nothing  could  overcome  them  but  the  neceffity  of  doing  fomething.  No 
rfian  would  be  of  any  profeflion,  as  fimply  oppofcd  to  not  being  of  it :  but 
every  one  muft  do  fomething. 

«  He  remarked,  that  a  London  parifh  was  a  very  comfortlefs  thing,  for  the 
clergyman  feldom  knew  the  face  of  one  out  of  ten  of  his  parifliioners. 

"  Of  the  latc'Mr.  Mallet  he  fpoke  with  no  great  relped :  laid,  he  was 
ready  for  any  dirty  job :  that  he  had  wrote  againft  Byng  at  the  inftigation  of 
the  miniftry,  and  was  equally  ready  to  write  for  him,  provided  he  found  his 
account  in  it. 

**  A  gcndcman  who  had  been  very  unhappy  in  marriage,  married  imme- 
diately after  his  wife  died :  Johnfon  faid,  it  was^  the  triumph  of  hope  over 
experience. 

"  He  obferved^  that  a  man  of  fenfe  and  education  Ihould  meet  a  luitable 
companion  in  a  wife.     It  was  a  miferable  thing  when  the  converlarion  could 
only  be  fuch  as,  whether  the  mutton  Ihould  be  boiled  or  roafted,  and  probably^ 
a  difpute  about  that. 

"  He  did  not  approve  of  late  marriages,  obferving,  that  more  was  loft  ir\ 
point  of  time,  than  compenfated  for  by  any  poffible  advantages.  Even  ill 
afforted  marriages  were  preferable  to  cheerlefs  celibacy. 

"  Of  old  Sheridan  he  remarked,  that  he  neither  wanted  parts  or  literature^ 
but  that  his  vanity  and  Qyixotifm  obfcured  his  merits. 

*'  He  laid,  foppery  was  never  cured  j  it  was  the  bad  ftamina  of  the  mind, 

which,  like  thofe  of  the  body,  were  never  reftified :  once  »  coxcomb,  and 

always  a  coxcomb. 

.    f^  Being  told  that  Gilbert  Cowper  called  him  the.  Caliban  of  literature  j 

*  Well,  (faid  he,)  I  muft  dub  him  the  Punchmello.' 

^*  Speaking 
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«  Speaking  of  die  old  Earl  of  Corkc  and  Orrery,  he  faid,  '  that  man  Ipent      1770. 
his  life  in  catching  at  an  objeft,  [literary  eminence,]  which  he  had  not  power  JEtatTTi. 
to  gralp.* 

*^  He  often  ufed  to  quote,  with  great  pathos,  thofe  fine  lines  of  Virgil : 

*  Optima  qu<eque  dies  mtferis  mortalibus  avi 

'  Prima  fugit  \  fubeunt  morbij  triftifque  feneSlus^ 

^  Et  labor i  et  dura  rapit  inclementia  mortis.* 

"  To  find  a  fubftitiition  for  violated  morality,  he  faid,  was  the  leading 
feature  in  all  perverfions  of  religion." 


In  177 1  he  publilhed  another  political  pamphlet,  entided  **  Thoughts  on  1771. 
the  late  Tranfadtions  refpe<Eling  Falkland's  Iflands,"  in  which,  upon  materials 
furnifhed  to  him  by  miniftry,  and  upon-general  topicks  expanded  in  his  richeft 
ftyle,  he  fucccfsfully  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  nation  that  it  was  wife  and 
laudable  to  fuffer  the  queftion  of  right  to  remain  undecided,  rather  than  involve 
our  country  in  another  war.  It  has  been  fgggefted  by  fome,  with  what  truth 
I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to  decide,  that  he  rated  the  conlequence  of  thofe 
iflands  to  Great-Britain  too  low.  But  however  this  may  be,  every  humane 
mind  muft  furely  applaud  the  earneftnefs  with  which  he  averted  the  cala- 
mity of  war  J  a  calamity  fo  dreadful,  that  it  is  aftonifhing  how  civilifed,  nay, 
Chriffian  nations,  •  can  deliberately  continue  to  renew  it.  His  defcription  of 
its  mifcries  in  this  pamphlet,  is  one  of  the  fineft  pieces  of  eloquence  in  the 
Englifh  language.  Upon  this  occafion,  too,  we  find  Johnfon  lafhing  the 
party  In  oppofitioh  with  unbounded  feverity,  and  making  the  fulled  ufe  of  what 
he  ever  reckoned  a  moll  effcftual  argumentative  inftrument,  contempt.  His 
charafter  of  their  very  able  myfterious  champion,  Junius,  is  executed  with 
all  the  force  of  his  genius,  and  finifhed  with  the  higheft  care.  He  feeros  to 
have  exulted  in  fallying  forth  to  fingle  combat  againft  the  boafted  and  formi- 
dable hero,  who  bade  defiance  to  "  principalities  and  powers,  and  the  rulers  of 
this  world.*' 

This  pamphlet,  it  is  obfervable,  was  foftened  in  one  particular,  after  the 
firft  edition  i  for  the  conclufion  of  Mr.  George  Grenville's  charafter  ftood 
thus:  *«  Let  him  not,  however,  be  depreciated  in  his  grave.  He  had  powers 
not  univerfally  pofTefTed :  could  he  have  enforced  payment  of  the  Manilla 
ranfom,  be  could  ba^e  counted  it.''  Which,  inftead  of  retaining  its  fly  fharp 
point,  was  reduced  to  a  mere  flat  unmeaning  expreflfion,  or,  if  I  may  ufe  the 
word, — triiijm :  <*  He  had  powers  not  univerfally  poflcflTed :  and  if  he  fome- 
times  erred,  he  was  likewife  fometimcs  right." 

Yy  Mr. 
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Mr.  Strahan>  the  printer,  who  had  been  long  in  intimacy  with  Johnibn,  in 
the  courie  of  his  literary  labours,  who  was  at  once  his  friendly  agent  in 
receiving  his  penfion  for  him,  and  his  banker  in  fupplying  him  with  money 
when  he  wanted  it ;  who  was  himfelf  now  a  Member  of  Parliament,  and  who 
loved  much  to  be  employed  in  political  negociation;  thou^t  he  fhould  do 
eminent  fervicc,  both  to  government  and  Johnfon,  if  he  could  be  the  means 
of  his  getting  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  With  this  view,  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treafury,  of  which  he  gave  me  a  copy 
in  his  own  hand- writing,  which  is  as  follows : 

"  Sir, 

"YOU  willeafily  recoUeft,  when  I  had  the  honour  of  wsating  upon 
you  fome  time  ago,  I  took  the  liberty  to  obferve  to  you,  that  Dr.  Johnfon 
would  make  an  excellent  figure  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  heartily 
wifhed  he  had  a  feat  there.     My  reaibns  are  briefly  thefe : 

"  I  know  his  perfeft  good  affe<5tion  to  his  Majefly,  and  his  government^ 
which  I  am  certain  he  wifhes  to  fupport  by  every  means  in  his  powen 

**  He  poffeflcs  a  great  fliare  of  manly,  nervous,  and  ready  eloquence ;  is 
quick  in  difceming  the  ftrength  and  weaknefs  of  an  argument  ^  can  exprefi 
himfelf  with  ckarnels  and  precifion,  and  fears  the  face  of  no  man  alive. 

"  His  known  character,  as  a  man  of  extraordinary  fenfe  and  unimpeached 
virtue,  would  fecure  him  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and  could  not  fail  to 
give  him  a  proper  weight  there. 

"  He  is  capable  of  the  greateft  application,  and  can  undergo  any  degree 
of  labour,  where  he  fees  it  necefiary,  and  where  his  heart  and  afle&ions  are 
ftrongly  engaged.  His  Majefty's  minifters  might  therefore  fecurely  depend 
on  his  doing,  upon  every  proper  occafion,  the  utmoft  that  could  be  expefted 
from  him.  They  would  find  him  ready  to  vindicate  fuch  meafures  as  tended 
to  promote  the  ftability  of  government,  and  refolute  and  (leady  in  carrying 
them  into  execution.  Nor  is  any  thing  to  be  apprehended  from  the  fuppofed 
impetuofity  of  his  temper.  To  the  friends  of  the  King  you  will  find  him 
a  lamb,  to  his  enemies  a  lion. 

"  For  thefe  reafons,  I  humbly  apprehend  that  he  would  be  a  very  able  and 
ufefiil  member.  And  I  will  venture  to  fay,  the  employment  would  not  be 
difagreeable  to  him ;  and  knowing,  as  I  do,  his  ftrong  aflfedlion  to  the  Kir^> 
his  ability  to  ferve  him  in  that  capacity,  and  the  extreme  ardour  with  which  I 
am  convinced  he  would  engage  in  that  fervicc,  I  muft  repeat,  that  I  wifh  moft 
heartily  to  fee  him  in  the  Houfe. 

4  "If 
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^^  If  you  think  this  worthy  of  attention^  you  will  be  pleafed  to  take  a  con-  <77v* 
venient  opportunity  of  mentioning  it  to  Lord  North.  If  his  Lordfhip  ihouM  ^BtatTdl! 
happily  approve  of  it,  I  fhall  have  the  fatisfadlion  of  having  been,  in  fome 
degree,  the  humble  inftrument  of  doing  my  country,  in  my  opinion,  a  very 
eflential  fervice.  I  know  your  good-nature,  and  your  zeal  for  the  publick 
welfare,  will  plead  my  excufe  for  giving  you  this  trouble.  - 1  am,  with  the 
greateft  relped.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obedient  and  humble  fervant, 

"  Ncw-ftrcct,  MarA  30,  1771.  WilliamStraha  n." 

This  recommendation  we  know  was  not  efFedhial ;  but  how,  or  for  what 
reaibn,  can  only  be  conjedhired.  It  is  not  to  be  believed  that  Mr.  Strahan 
would  have  applied  unlefs  Johnfon  had  approved  of  it.  I  never  heard  him 
mention  the  lubje£t ;  but  at  a  later  period  of  his  life,  when  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds 
told  him  that  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  had  laid,  that  if  he  had  come  early  into 
parliament,  he  certainly  would  have  been  the  greateft  Ipeaker  that  ever  was 
there,  Johnfon  exclaimed,  "  I  Ihould  like  to  try  my^hand  now."  ^ 

It  has  been  much  agitated  among  his  friends  and  others,  whether  he  would 
have  been  a  powerful  Ipeaker  in  Parliament,  had  he  been  brought  in  when 
advanced  in  life.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  his  extenfive  knowledge,  his 
quicknefs  and  force  of  mind,  his  vivacity  and  richnefs  of  expreffion,  his  wit 
and  humour,  and  above  all  his  poignancy  of  farcafm,  would  have  had  great 
efied  in  a  popular  aflembly ;  and  that  the  magnitude  of  his  figure,  and  ftriking 
peculiarity  of  his  manner,  would  have  aided  tht  effe£l.  But  I  remember  it 
was  dbkmd  by  Mr.  Fkxxl,  that  Johnfon  having  been  long  ufcd  to  fenten- 
tious  brevity  and  the  fliort  flights  of  converfation,  might  have  failed  in  that 
continued  and  expanded  kind  of  argument,  which  is  requifite  in  ftating  com- 
{Seated  matters  in  publick  ipeaking ;  and  as  a  proof  of  this  he  mentioned 
the  fuppoled  ipeeches  in  Parliament  written  by  him  for  the  magazine,  none  of 
frhich,  in  his  opinion,  were  at  all  like  real  debates.  The  opinion  of  one  who 
is  himfelf  fo  eminent  an  orator,  muft  be  allowed  to  have  great  weight.  It 
was  confirmed  by  Sir  William  Scott,  who  mentioned,  that  Johnfon  had  told 
him,  that  he  had  feveral  times  tried  to  Ipeak  in  the  Society  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  but  "  had  found  he  could  not  get  on."  From  Mr.  William  Gerard 
Hamilton  I  have  heard,  that  Johnfon,  when  obferving  to  him  that  it  was 
prudent  for  a  man  who  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  fpeak  in  publick  to  begin 
his  fpeech  in  as  fimple  a  manner  as  poflible,  acknowledged  that  he  rofe  in  that 

Yy  2  fociety 
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1771.     focicty  to  deliver  a  fpeech  which  he  had  prepared;    "but  (faid  he,)  all 
Mtai  6^  ^y  flowers  of  oratory  forlbok  me."     I  however  cannot  help  wifhing,  that 
he  had  "tried  his  hand"  in  parliament;   and  1  wonder  that  miniftry  did 
not  make  the  experiment, 

I  at  length  renewed  a  correlpondence  which  had  been  too  long  difcontinued : 

To  Dr.  Johnson. 

"  My   dear  Sir,  Edinburgh,  April  18,  1771. 

"  I  c  A  N  now  fiilly  underftand  thofe  intervals  of  filence  in  your  cor- 
refpondcnce  with  me,  which  have  often  given  me  anxiety  and  uneafinefs ;  for 
although  I  am  confcious  that  my  veneration  and  love  for  Mr,  Johnfon  have 
never  in  the  leaft  abated,  y^t  I  have  deferred  for  almoft  a  year  and  a  half  to 
write  to  him/' 

In  the  fubfequenf  part  of  this  letter^^  I  gave  him  an  account  of  my  com- 
fortable life  as  a  married  man,  and  a  lawyer  in  praftice  at  the  Scotch  bar; 
invited  him  to  Scodand,  and  promifed  to  attend  him  to  the  Highlands,  and 
Hebrides. 

To  James  Boswell,   E/q^ 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"IF  you  arc  now  able  to  comprehend  that  I  might  negleft  to  write 
without  diminution  of  afFeftion,  you  have  taught  me,  likewife,  how  that 
negleft  may  be  uneafily  felt  without  refentment.  I  wifhed  for  your  letter  a  long 
time,  and  when  it  came,  it  amply  recompenfed  the  delay.  I  never  was  fa 
much  pleafed  as  now  with  your  account  of  yourfelf ;  and  fincerely  hope,  that 
between  publick  bufinefs,  improving  ftudies,  and  domeftick  pleafures,  nei- 
ther melancholy  nor  caprice  will  find  any  place  for  entrance.  Whatever  philo- 
fophy  may  determine  of  material  nature,  it  is  certainly  true  of  intelle<5hial 
nature,  that  it  al^hors  a  vacuum :  our  minds  cannot  be  empty  j  and  evil  will 
break  in  upon  them,  if  they  are  not  pre-occupied  by  good.  My  dear  Sir, 
mind  your  ftudies,  mind  your  bufuiefs,  make  your  lady  happy,  and  be  a  good 
Chriftian.     After  this, 

c     ■  trijiitiam  et  metus 

*  Trades  protervis  in  mare  Creticum 
<  Portare  ventisC 

^^  If 
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*^  If  we  perform  our  duty,  we  fhall  be  fafe  and  ftcady,  *  SivepTy  &c.  whether      1771. 
we  climb  the  Highlands,  or  are  toft  among  the  Hebrides ;  and  I  hope  the  l^I^JfTi! 
time  will  come  when  we  may  try  our  powers  both  with  cliffs  and  water.     I 
fee  but  litde  of  Lord  Elibank,  I  know  not  why ;  perhaps  by  my  own  fault. 
I  am  this  day  going  into  Staffbrdfliire*  and  Dcrbyfliire  for  fix  weeks.     I 
am,  dear  Sir, 

*'  Your  moft  affeftionate 

*'  And  moft  humble  fervant, 
"  London,  June  20,  1771.  Sam.  John  SON.*' 

^0  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  in  Leicejier-fields. 

^'  Dear  Sir, 

'^  WHEN  I  came  to  Lichfield,  I  found  that  my  portrait  had  been 
much  vifited,  and  much  admired.  Every  man  has  a  lurking  wilh  to  appear 
confiderable  in  his  native  place  j  and  I  was  pleafed  with  the  dignity  conferred 
by  fuch  a  teftimony  of  your  regard. 

*^  Be  pleafed,  therefore,  to  accept  the  thanks  of,  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obliged  ^ 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

«'  Afhboum  in  Dcrbylhirc,  Sam.  JohNSON. 

July  17,  1 77 1. 

"  Compliments  to  Mifs  Reynolds." 

To  Dr.'  Johnson, 

"  My   dear  Sir,  Edinburgh,  JoIy27,  1771. 

"THE  bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Seattle,  Profeffor  of  Moral  Philofophy 
at  Aberdeen,  is  defirous  of  being  introduced  to  your  acquaintance.  His  genius 
and  learning,  and  labours  in  the  fervice  of  virtue  and  religion,  render  him 
very  worthy  of  it  i  and  as  he  has  a  high  efteem  of  your  charaftcr,  I  hope 
you  will  give  him  a  favourable  reception.     I  ever  am,  &c. 

"  James  Boswell." 

In  Odtober  I  again  wrote  to  him,  thanking  him  for  his  laft  letter,  and  his 
obliging  reception  of  Mr.  Beattie;  informing  him  that  I  had  been  at  Alnwick 
lately,  and  had  good  accounts  of  him  from  Dr.  Percy. 

In  his  religious  record  of  this  year,  we  obferve  that  he  was  better  than 
xifual,  both  in  body  and  mind,  and  better  latisfied  with  the  regularity  of  his 
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condud.  But  he  is  ftill  "  trying  his  ways"  coo  rigoroully.  He  charges  him* 
felf  with  not  rifing  early  enough ;  yet  he  mentions  what  was  furely  a  fufiicient 
excule  for  this,  fuppofing  it  to  be  a  duty  ferioufly  required,  as  he  all  his  life 
appears  to  have  thought  it.  '^  One  great  hindrance  is  want  of  j:eft ;  my  noc« 
turnal  complaints  grow  lefs  troublef^me  towards  moming ;  and  I  am  tempted 
to  repair  the  deficiencies  of  the  night  *."  Alas !  how  hard  would  it  be  if  this 
indulgence  were  to  be  imputed  to  a  fick  man  as  a  crime.  In  his  retrolpedt 
on  the  following  Eafter  Eve,  he  fays,  «  When  I  review  the  laft  year,  I  am 
abfe  to  recoUedt  fo  little  done,  that  fliame  and  forrow,  thou^  periiaps  too 
Weakly,  come  upon  me."  Had  he  been  judging  of  any  one  elfe  in  the  fame 
circumftances,  how  clear  would  he  have  been  on  the  favourable  fide.  How  . 
very  difficult,  and  in  my  opinion  almoft  conftitutionally  impoffible  it  was  for 
him  to  be  ra'fcd  early,  even  by  the  ftrongeft  refolutions,  appears  firom  a  note 
in  one  of  his  little  paper  books,  (containing  words  arranged  for  his  Diftionary,  j 
written,  I  fuppofe,  about  1753 :  "  I  do  not  remember  that  fince  I  left  Oxford^ 
I  ever  rofe  early  by  mere  choice,  but  once  or  twice  at  Edial,  and  two  or  three 
times  for  the  Rambler."  I  think  he  had  fair  ground  enough  to  have  quieted 
his  mind  on  this  fubje£t,  by  concluding  that  he  was  phyfically  incapable  of 
what  is  at  beft  but  a  commodious  regulation. 
tTji.  ^  In  1772  he  was  altogether  quiefcent  as  an  authour^  but  it  will  be  found, 
from  the  various  evidences  which  I  fliall  bring  together,  that  his  mind  was 
acute,  lively,  and  vigorous. 

To  Sir  Joshua  Rsvnolds. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"BE  pleafed  to  fend  to  Mr.  Banks,  whofe  place  of  rcfidencc  I  do 
not  know,  this  note,  which  I  have  fcnt  open,  that,  if  you  pleafe,  you  may 
read  it. 
**  When  you  fend  it,  do  not  uie  your  own  feal. 
"  I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 
"  Tfeb.»7*  ^77*-  '  Sam.  Johnson." 

'  Piayen  and  Mediutions,  p.  loi. 
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To  Joseph  Banks,  ^fq.  uIZJIl^ 


*'  P^^^^^  ^f^hitd  bis  ten  A  pramia  laSlis 
"  liec  babct  altrici  Copra  fecunda  JovisV 

"  Sir, 

"  I  RETURN  thanks  to  you  and  to  Dr.  Solander  for  the  pleaiurc 
which  I  received  in  yefterday's  converfation.  I  could  not  recollcft  a  motto 
for  your  Goat,  but  have  given  her  one.  You,  Sir,  may  perhaps  have  an  epick 
poem  from  fome  happier  pen  than.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

«•  Johnfon's-court,  Fleet-  Sam.  JohnSON." 

ftreet,  Feb.  27,  1772- 

To  Dr.  Johnson. 
^  My  dear  Sir,  Edinburgk,  March 5, 1772. 

"  I T  •is  hard  that  I  cannot  prevail  on  you  to  write  to  mc  oftener« 
But  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  in  vain  to  cxpeft  from  you  a  private  cor- 
reipondence  with  any  regularity.  I  muft,  tberefore,  look  upon  you  as  a  foun^** 
tain  of  wiidom,  from  whence  few  rills  are  communicated  to  a  diftance,  and 
which  muft  be  approached  at  its  fburce,  to  partake  fully  of  its  virtues. 

<*  I  am  coming  to  London  foon,  and  am  to  appear  in  an  appeal  from  the 
Court  of  Sellion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  A  ichoolmafter  in  Scodand  was,  by 
a  court  of  inferiour  juriidiftion,  deprived  of  his  office  for  being  ibmewhst ' 
ievere  in  the  chaitifement  of  his  fcholars.  The  Court  of  Seflion  confidering 
it  to  be  dangerous  to  the  intereft  of  learning  and  educaQon  to  leflen  the  d^«- 
nity  of  teachers,  and  make  them  afraid  of  too  indulgent  parents,  inftigated 
•  by  the  complaints  of  theif  children,  reftored  him.  His  enemies  have  appealed 
to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  though  the  falary  is  only  twenty  pounds  a  year.  I 
was  Counfel  for  him  here.  I  hope  there  will  be  little  fear  of  a  reverfal ; 
tjut  I  muft  beg  to  have  your  aid  in  my  plan  of  fupporting  the  decree.  It  is  a 
general  queftion,  and  npt  a  point  of  particular  law. 

^'  I  am^  &c. 

•'  Jamrs  Boswei-i./' 

9  Thus  tranflatcd  by  a  friend : 

**  In  fame  fcarce  fecond  to  the  nmfe  of  Jove^ 

•*  This  Goat«  who  twice  the  world  had  traren'd  lOfl&iy 

'*  Deferving  bvth  her  mafter's  care  and  love^ 
M  £afe  and  perpetual  paftore  now  hat  foii^,^ 
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7(?  James  Boswsll,  £[<[. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  THAT  you  are  coming  fo  foon  to  town  I  am  very  glad^  and  ftill 
more  glad  that  you  are  coming  as  an  advocate.  I  think  nothing  more  likely  to 
make  your  life  pafs  happily  away,  than  that  _confcioufnefs  of  your  own  value 
which  eminence  in  your  profeflion  will  certainly  confer.  If  I  can  give  you 
any  collateral  help,  I  hope  you  do  not  fufpeft  that  it  will  be  wanting.  My 
kindnefs  for  you  has  neither  the  merit  of  Angular  virtue,  nor  the  reproach  of 
Angular  prejudice.  Whether  to  love  you  be  right  or  wrong,  I  have  many 
on  my  fide :  Mrs.  Thrale  loves  you,  and  Mrs.  Williams  loves  you,  and  what 
would  have  inclined  me  to  love  you,  if  I  had  been  neutral  before,  you  arc  a 
great  favourite  of  Dr.  Beattie. 

"  Of  Dr.  Beattie  I  Ihould  have  thought  much,  but  that  his  lady  puts  him 
out  of  my  head :  fhe  is  a  very  lovely  woman. 

*^  The  ejcftion  which  you  come  hither  to  oppofe,  appears  very  cruel,  un- 
r^afonable,  and  opprcffivc.  I  Ihould  think  there  could  not  be  much  doubt  of 
your  fuccefs. 

"  My  health  grows  bettei;|  yet  I  am  not  folly  recovered.  I  believe  it  is 
held,  that  men  do  not  recover  very  faft  after  threefcore.  I  hope  yet  to  fee 
Beattie's  College :  and  have  not  given  up  the  weftem  voyage.  But  however 
all  this  may  be  or  not,  let  us  try  to  make  each  other  happy  when  wc  meet, 
and  not  refer  our  pleafure  to  diftant  times  or  diftant  places. 

"  How  comes  it  that  you  tell  me  nothing  of  your  lady  ?  I  hope  to  fee 
her  fome  time,  and  till  then  fhall  be  glad  to  hear  of  her. 

^^  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

•♦  MariBh  15,  1772.  SaM.   JOHNSON." 

21?  Bennet  Langton,  Ef^.  near  Spilfby^  Lincoln/hire. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

*'  I  CONGRATULATE  you  and  Lady  Rothes '  on  your  little  man,  and 
hope  you  will  all  be  many  years  happy  together. 

"  Poor  Mifs  Langton  can  have  little  part  in-  the  joy  of  her  family.  She 
this  day  called  her  aunt  Langton  to  receive  the  facrament  with  her;  and  made 

'  Mr.  Langton  married  the  Countefs  Dowager  of  Rothes. 
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mc  talk  yefterday  on  fiich  fubjcfts  as  fuit  her  condition.     It  will  probably  be      i77«- 
her  viaticum.     I  fiirdy  need  not  mention  again  that  flic  wiflies  to  fee  her  ^EtatTej! 
mother.    I  am^  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

•'  March  14, 1771.  S AM.  JOHNSON." 

On  the  2ift  of  March,  I  was  happy  to  find  myfelf  again  in  my  friend's 
ftudy,  and  was  glad  to  fee  my  old  acquaintance  Mr.  Francis  Barber,  who  was 
now  returned  home.  Dr.  Johnfon  received  me  with  a  hearty  welcome,  faying, 
**  I  am  glad  you  are  come,  and  glad  you  are  come  upon  fuch  an  errand," 
(alluding  to  the  caufc  of  the  fchoolmafter.)  Bos  well.  "  I  hope.  Sir,  he  will 
be  in  no  danger.  It  is  a  very  delicate  matter  to  interfere  between  a  mafler 
and  his  fcholars :  nor  do  I  fee  how  you  can  fix  the  degree  of  feverity  that  a 
mafter  may  ufe."  Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  till  you  fix  the  degree  of  obftinacy 
and  negligence  of  die  fcholars,  you  cannot  fix  the  degree  of  feverity  of  the 
mafter.  Severity  muft  be  continued  until  obftinacy  be  fubdued,  and  negli- 
gence be  cured."  He  mentioned  the  feverity  of  Hunter,  his  own  mafter. 
^  Sir,  (faid  I,)  Hunter  is  a  Scotch  name :  fo  it  fliould  feem  this  fchoolmafter 
who  beat  you  fo  feverely  was  a  Scotchman.  I  can  now  account  for  your 
prejudice  againft  the  Scotch."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  was  not  Scotch  i  and, 
abating  his  brutality,  he  was  a  very  good  mafter." 

We  talked  of  his  two  political  pamphlets,  *'  The  Falfe  Alarm,"  and 
"  Thoughts  concerning  Falkland's  Iflands."  Johnson*  "  Well,  Sir,  which  of 
them  did  you  think  the  bcft  ?"  Boswell.  "  I  liked  the  fecond  beft."  Johnson. 
«  Why,  Sir,  I  liked  die  firft  beft  5  and  Beattie  liked  the  firft  beft.  Sir, 
there  is  a  fubdety  of  difquilition  in  the  firft,  that  is  worth  all  the  fire  of  the 
fecond."  Boswell.  "  Pray,  Sir,  is  it  true  that  Lord  North  paid  you  a  vifit, 
and  that  you  got  two  hundred  a  year  in  addition  to  your  pcnfion  ?"  Johnson. 
f^  No,  Sir.  Except  what  I  had  from  the  bookfeller,  I  did  not  get  a  farthing 
by  them.  And,  between  you  and  me,  I  believe  Lx>rd  North  is  no  friend  to 
me."  Boswell.  "  How  fo.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you  cannot 
account  for  the  fancies  of  men.*— Well,  how  does  Lord  Elibank  ?  and 
how  does  Lord  Monboddo  ?"  Boswell.  "  Very  well.  Sir.  Lord  Mon- 
boddo  ftill  maintains  the  fuperiority  of  the  favage  life."  Johnson.  '^  What 
ftrange  narrownefs  of  mind  now  is  that,  to  think  the  things  we  have 
not  known  are  better  than  the  things  which  we  have  known."  Boswell. 
'*  Why,  Sir,  that  is  a  common  prejudice."    Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir ;   but  a 
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common  prejudice  fliould  not  be  found  in  one  whofe  trade  it  is  to  rtOify 


errour." 


A  gentleman  having  come  in  who  was  to  go  as  a  Mate  in  the  fliip  along 
with  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander,  Dr.  Johnfon  aflced  what  were  the  names  of 
the  ihips  deftined  for  the  expedition.  The  gentleman  anfwered,  riiey  were 
once  to  be  called  the  Drake  and  the  Raleigh,  but  now  they  were  to  be 
called  the  Refolution  and  the  Adventure.  Johnson.  "  Much  better;  for  had 
the  Raleigh  returned  without  going  round  the  world,  it  would  have  been 
ridiculous.  To  give  them  the  names  of  the  Drake  and  the  Raleigh  was 
laying  a  trap  for  fatire.'*  Boswell.  "  Had  not  you  fome  defire  to  go  upon 
this  expedition.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why  yes ;  but  I  foon  laid  it  afide.  Sir, 
there  is  very  little  of  intellcdlual  in  the  courfe.  Befides,  I  fee  but  at  a  fmall 
diftance.  So  it  was  not  worth  my  while  to  go  to  fee  birds  fly,  which  I  fhould 
not  have  fcen  fly-;  and  filhes  fwim,  which  I  fhould  not  have  feen  fwim." 

The  gentleman  being  gone,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  having  left  the  room  for  fome 
time,  a  debate  arofe  between  the  Reverend  Mr.  Stockdale  arid  Mrs.  Defmou- 
lins,  whether  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander  were  entided  to  any  Ihare  of  glory 
from  their  expedition.  When  Dr.  Johnfon  returned  to  us,  I  told  him  the 
fubjea  of  their  dilpute.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  was  properly /or  botany 
that  they  went  out :  I  believe  they  thought  only  of  culling  of  fimples." 

I  thanked  him  for  Ihewing  civilities  to  Beattie.  *'  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  fliould 
thank  you.  We  all  love  Beattie.  Mrs.  Thrale  fays,  if  ever  flie  has  another 
bufband,  flie'U  have  Beattie.  He  funk  upon  us  that  he  was  married ;  elfe  we 
Ihould  have  fliewn  his  lady  more  civilides.  She  is  a  very  fine  woman.  But 
how  can  you  fliew  civilities  to  a  non-entity  ?  Tdid  not  think  he  had  been 
married.  Nay,  I  did  not  think  about  it  one  way  or  others  but  he  did  not 
tell  us  of  his  lady  rill  late." 

He  then  fpoke  of  St.  Kilda,  the  moft  remote  of  the  Hebrides.  I  told  him, 
I  thought  of  buying  it.  Johnson.  "  Pray  do.  Sir.  We  fliall  go  and  pais  a 
winter  amid  the  blafls  there.  We  fliall  have  fine  fifli,  and  we  fliall  take 
fome  dried  tongues  with  us,  and  fome  books.  We  fliall  have  a  flrong  built 
veflel,  and  fome  Orkney  men  to  navigate  her.  We  muft:  build  a  tolerable 
houfe :  but  we  may  carry  with  us  a  wooden  houfe  ready  made,  and  requirii^ 
nothing  but  to  be  put  up.  Confider,  Sir,  by  buying  St.  Kilda,  you  may  keep 
the  people  fmm  falling  into  worfe  hands.  We  muft  give  them  a  clergyman, 
and  he  fliall  be  one  of  Beatrie's  choofing.  He  fliaU  be  educated  at  Marifchal 
College,  ru  be  your  Lord  Chancellor,  or  what  ycm  pleafe."  Boswell. 
"  Are  you  ferious.  Sir,  in  advifing  me  to  buy  St.  Kilda  ?  for  if  you  fliould 
4  advife 
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odvife  me  to  go  to  Japan^  I  believe  I  fbould  do  it"    Johnson.  "  Why  yes, 
Sir,  I  am  fcrious."    BoswBtt.  "  Why  then  Til  fee  what  can  be  done." 

I  gave  him  an  account  of  the  two  parties  in  the  church  of  Scotland^  thofe 
for  fupporting  the  rights  of  patrons^  independent  of  the  people,  and  thofe 
agaiAfl:  it.  Johnson.  ^'  It  ihould  be  fetded  one  way  or  other.  I  cannot  wifli 
well  to  a  popular  ele£tion  of  the  clergy,  when  I  confider  that  it  pccafions  fuch 
animofities,  fuch  unworthy  courting  of  the  people,  fuch  flanders  between  the 
contending  parties,  and  other  difadvantages.  It  is  enough  to  allow  the  people  to 
remonfbate  againft  the  nomination  of  a  minifter  for  folid  reafons  /'  (I  fuppofe 
he  meant  herely  or  immorality.)  He  was  engaged  to  dine  abroad,  and  afked 
me  to  return  to  him  in  the  evening  at  nine,  which  I  accoidingly  did. 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams,  who  told  us  a  ftory  of  fccond  fight, 
which  happened  in  Wales  where  Ihe  was  born. — ^He  lif^cned  to  k  very  atten- 
tively, and  laid  he  ihould  be  glad  to  have  (bme  inftances  of  that  faculty  well 
authenticated.  His  elevated  wifli  for  more  and  more  evidence  for  ipirit,  in 
«)ppofition  to  the  groveling  belief  of  materialifm,  led  him  to  a  love  of  fuch 
nnjrilerious  difquifitions.  He  again  jufUy  obfcrved,  that  we  could  have  no 
certainty  of  the  truth  of  fupematural  appearances,  unleis  fomething  was  told 
\is  which  we  could  not  know  by  ordinary  means,  or  fomething  done  which 
could  not  be  done  but  by  fupematural  powers  that  Pharaoh  in  reafon  and 
Juftice  required  fuch  evidence  from  M ofes ;  nay,  that  our  Saviour  faid,  <^  If  I  had 
not  done  among  them  the  works  which  none  other  man  did,  they  had  not  had 
lin.''  He  had  (aid  in  the  morning,  that  "  Macaulay's  Hiftory  of  St.  Kilda,"  was 
very  well  written,  except  fome  foppery  about  liberty  and  flavery.  I  mentioned 
to  him  that  Macaulay  told  me,  he  was  advifed  to  leave  out  of  his  book  the 
wonderful  ftory  that  upon  the  approach  of  a  ftranger  all  the  inhabitants  catch 
cold ;  but  that  it  had  been  fo  weU  authenticated,  he  determined  to  retain  it. 
Johnson.  '^  Sir,  to  leave  things  out  of  a  book,  merely  becaufe  people  tell 
you  they  will  not  be  believed,  is  meannefs.  Macaulay  a£led  with  more 
magnanimity." 

We  talked  of  the  Roman  Catholick  religion,  and  how  little  difference  there 
was  in  eflential  matters  between  ours  and  it.  Johnson.  <^  True,  Sir :  all 
denominations  of  Chriftians  have  really  litde  difference  in  point  of  dodrine, 
though  they  may  differ  widely  in  external  forms.  There  is  a  prodigious  dif- 
ference between  the  cjcternaJ  form  of  one  of  your  Prelbyterian  churches  in 
^  Scodand,  and  a  church  in  Italy  ^  yet  die  doiStrinc  taught  is  effentially  the  fame.'* 
I  mentioned  the  petition  to  Parliament  for  removing  the  fubfcription  to  the 
Thirty-nine  Articles.    Johnson.  "  It  was  foon  thrown  out.    Sir,  they  talk 
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of  not  making  boys  at  the  Univerfity.  fubfcribc  to  what  they  do  not  under- 
ftand ;  but  they  ought  to  confider,-  that  our  Univerfities  were  founded  to  bring 
up  members  far  the  Church  of  England,  and  we  muft  not  fupply  our  enemies 
with^  arms  from  our  arfenaL  No,  Sir,  the  meaning  of  fubfcribing  is,  not  that 
they  fully  underftand  all  the  articles,  but  that  they  will  adhere  to  the  Church' 
of  England.  Now  take  it  in  this  way,  and  fuppofe  that  they  fliould  only  fub- 
fcribe  their  adherence  to  the  Church  of  England,  there  would  be  ftill  the  fame 
difficulty ;  for  ftill  the  young  men  would  be  fubfcribing  to.  what  they  do  not 
underftand.  For  if  you  Ihould  alk  them,  what  do  you  mean  by  the  Church 
of  England  ?  Do  you  know  in  what  it  differs  from  the  Preft)yterian  Church  ^ 
from  the  Romilh  Church  ?  from  the  Greek  Church  ?  fronr  the  Coptick 
Ghuhrh?  they  could  not  tell  you.  So,  Sir,  it  comes  to  the  fame  thing." 
BoswELL.  "  But,  Sir,  would  it  not  be  fufficient  to  fubfcribe  the  Bible  P* . 
Johnson.  "  Why  no.  Sir  5  for  all  fefts  will  fubfcribe  the  Bible  j  nay,  the 
Mahometans  will  fubfcribe  the  Bible,  for  the  Mahometans  acknowledge  }ES\jsr 
Christ,  as  well  as  Mofes,  but  maintain  that  God  fent  Mahomet  as  a  ftilF 
greater  prophet  than  either." 

1  mentioned  the  motion  to  abolifli  the  faft  of  the  30th  of  January. 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  could  have  wifhed  that  it  had  been  a  temporary  aft, 
perhaps,  to  have  expired  with  the  century.  I  am  againft  abolifhing  it ;  becaufe 
that  would  be  declaring  it  was  wroi^  to  eftablifh  it ;  but  I  fhould  have  no  objec* 
tion  to  make  an  aft,  continuing  it  for  another  century,  and  then  letting  it  expire.'^ 

He.  difapproved  of  the  Royal  Marriage  Bill ;  "  Becaufe  (faid  he,)  I  would 
not  have  the  people  think  that  the  validity  of  marri^;e  depends  on  the  will  of 
man>.  or  that  the  right  of  a  King  depends  on  the  will  of  man.  I  flioukl  not 
have  been  againft  making  the  marriage  of  any  of  the  royal  family^  without  the 
approbation  of  King  and  Parliament,  highly  criminal." 

In  the  morning  we  had  talked  of  old  families,  and  the  refpeft  due  to  them* 
Johnson.  "  Sir,,  you  have  a  right  to  that  kind  of  refpeft,  and  are  arguing  for 
yourfelf.  I  am  for  fupporting  the  principle,  and  am  difmtereftcd  in  doing  it, 
as  I  have  no  fbch  right."  Boswell.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  is  one  more  incitement 
to  a  man  todo  well."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,. and  it  is  a  matter  of  opinbn,  very 
neceffary  to  keep  fociety  together.  What  is  it  but  opinion,  by  which  we 
have  a  refpeft  for  authority,  that  prevents  us,  who  are  the  rabble,  from^rifing 
up  and  pulling  down  you  who  arc  gendemen  from  your  places,  and  fiying,- 
«  We  will  be  gentlemen  in  our  turn  ?'  Now,  Sir,  that  refpeft  for  authority  is 
much  more  eafily  granted  to  a  man  whofe  father  has  had  it,  than  to  an  upfbut, 
and  fo  Society  is  more  eafily  fupportcd.**  Boswej-u."  Perhaps,  Sir,  it  might  be 
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done  by  the  relpeft  belonging  to  office,  as  among  the  Romans,  where  the  drefs,  1 77^. 
the  togay  infpircd  reverence.*'  Johnson.  «« Why,  Sir,  we  know  very  litdc  about  ^'smTtri 
the  Romans.  But,  furely,  it  is  much  cafier  to  relpedl  a  man  who  has  ak'ays 
had  relpeft,  than  to  relpefl:  a  man  who  we  know  was  laft  year  no  better  than 
ourielves,  and  will  be  no  better  next  year.  In  republicks  there  is  not  a  refpeft 
lor  authority,  but  a  fear  of  power.*'  Boswell.  ^  At  prelcnt.  Sir,  I  think 
riches  feem  to  gain  moft  re^ft."  .  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  riches  do  not  gam 
hearty  refpcdt  j  they  only  procure  external  attention.  A  very  rich  man,  from 
low  beginnings,  may  buy  his  eledtion  in  a  borough  j  but,,  tateris  paribus j  a 
man  of  fanjily  will  be  preferred.  People  wiU  prefer  a  man  for  whofe  fether 
their  fathers  have  voted,  though  they  ihould  get  no  more  moneys  or  even 
lels.  That  Ihews  that  the  relped:  for  family  is  not  merely  fanciful,,  but  has  an 
adhial  operation.  If  gcndemen  of  family  would  allow  the  rich  upfl-arts  to 
^nd  their  money  profofely,  which  they  are  ready  enough  to  do,  and  not  vie 
with  them  in  expence,  the  upftarts  would  foon  be  at  an  end,  and  the  gende* 
men  would  remain :  but  if  the  gendemen  will  vie  in  expence  with,  the  upftarts, 
which  is  very  fooliih,.  they  muft  be  ruined." 

I  gave  him  an  account  of  the  excellent  mimickry  of  a  fiiend  of  mine  irt 
Scotland  ^  obferving,  at  the  fame  dme„  that  Ibme  people  thought  it  a  very 
mean  thing.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  is  making  a  very  mean  ufe  of  a  man's 
powers.  But  to  be  a  good  mimick,  requires  great  powers,  great  acutenefs  of 
obfervation,  great  retention  of  what  is  obferved,  and  great  pliancy  of  organs^ 
to  reprcfcnt  what  is  obferved.  I  remember  a  lady  of  quality  in  this  town, 
Jjsdj  — —  ,.  who  was  a  wondisrful  mimick,  and  ufed  to  make  me 

laugh  immoderately.  I  have  heard  Ihe  is  now  gone  mad;"  Boswell.  "  It 
is  amazing  how  a  mimick  can  not  only  give  you  the  geftures  and  voice  of  a. 
perfon  whom  he  reprefents  5  but  even  what  a  perfon  would  fay  on  any  parti- 
cular fubjeft."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you  are  to  confider  that  the  manner 
and  fome  particular  phrafes  of  a  perfon  do  much  to  imprefs  you  with  an. 
idea  of  him,  and  you  are  not  fure  that  he  would  fay  what  die  mimick  fays 
in  his  charadber."  Boswell.  "  I  don't  think  Foote  a  good  mimick.  Sir." 
Johnson.  "  No,,  Sir;  his  imitations  are  not  like.  He  giv«  you  fomething 
dUiferent  from  himfdf,  but  not  the  charafter  which  he  means  to  affume.  He 
goes  out  of  himfelf  without  going  into  other  people.  He  cannot  take  off^ 
any  pfcrfon  unlefs  he  is  very  ftrongly  marked,  luch  as  George  Faulkner.  He  . 
is  like  a  painter,  who  can  draw  the  portrait  of  a  man  who  has  a  wen  upon  his. 
fece,  and  who,  therefore,  ^s  eafily  known.  If  a  man  hops  upon  one  legj 
Foote  can  hop  upon  one  leg.    But  he  has  not  that  nice  difcrioaipation  which. 
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your  friend  fcems  to  poflfels.  Foote  is,  however,  very  cnccmining,  widi  a 
kind  of  conv^rfation  between  wit  and  buffoonery/^ 

On  Monday,  March  23,  I  found  hint  bufy,  preparing  a  fourth  edition  of 
his  folio  Di£tionary.  Mr.  Peyton,  one  of  his  original  araanuenfes,  was  writing 
for  him.  I  put  him  in  mind  of  a  meaning  of  the  wotd^Jidgy  which  he  had 
omitted,  viz.  relationfhip ;  as,  father's  fide,  mother's  fide.  He  infertcd  it.  I 
afked  him  if  bumiliaiing  was  a  good  word.  He  faid,  he  had  feen  it  frequently 
ufed,  but  he  did  not  know  it  to  be  legitimate  Engliih.  He  would  not  admit 
civilizafm,  but  only  civility.  With  great  deference  to  him,  I  thought  croiU^ 
zalicnj  from  t$  'civilize,  better  in  the  fenfe  oppofcd  to  barbarity^  than  civility^ 
mr  it  is  better  to  have  a  diftindt  word  for  each  fenfe,  than  one  word  with  two 
fenfes,  which  civility  is,  in  his  way  of  ufing  it. 

He  fcemed  bufy  about  fome  fort  of  chymical  operation.  I  was  entertained 
by  obferving  how  he  contrived  to  fend  Mr.  Peyton  on  an  errand,  without 
feeming  to  degrade  him.  "  Mr.  Peyton, — ^Mr.  Peyton,— will  you  be  fo  good 
as  to  take  a  walk  to  Tem^e-bar  ?  You  will  there  fee  a  chymift'sfhop; 
at  which  you  will  be  pleafed  to  buy  for  me  an  ounce  of  oil  of  vitriol ;  not 
fpirit  of  vitriol,  but  oil  of  vitriol.  It  will  coft  three  half-pence."  Peyton  im- 
mediately went,  and  returned  with  it,  and  told  him  it  coft  but  a  penny. 

I  then  reminded  him  of  the  fchoolmafter's  caufe,  and  propofed  to  read  to 
him  the  printed  papers  concerning  it.  «  No,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  can  read  quicker 
than  I  can  hear."     So  he  read  them  to  himfelf. 

After  he  had  read  for  fome  rime,  we  were  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of 
Mr.  Kriftrom,  a  Swede,  who  was  tutor  to  fome  youi^  gentlemen  in  the  city. 
He  told  me,  that  there  was  a  very  good  Hiftory  of  Sweden,  by  Daline. 
Having  at  that  time  an  intention  of  writing  the  hiftory  of  that  country,  I  afked 
Dr.  Johnfon  whether  one  might  write  a  hiftory  of  Sweden  without  going 
thither.     "  Yes,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  one  for  common  ufe." 

We  talked  of  languages.  Johnfon  obfefved,  thiat  Leibnitz  had  made  fome 
progrefs  in  a  work,  tracing  all  languages  up  to  the  Hebrew.  "  Why,  Sir, 
(faid  he,)  you  would  not  imagine  that  the  French  y^ar,  day,  is  derived  from 
the  Latin  dies,  and  yet  nothing  is  more  certain ;  and  the  intermediate  fteps  are 
very  clear.  From  dies,  comes  diumus.  Diu  is,  by  inaccurate  ears  or  inaccu-* 
rate  pronunciation,  eafily  confounded  with  giu  j  th^n  the  Italians  form  a  fub- 
ftantive  of  the  ablative  of  an  adjedtive,  and  thence  giumoy  or,  as  they  make  i^ 
giarno  5  which  is  readily  contradted  into  gtouTy  or  jour.'*  He  obferved,  that 
the  BohenEiian  language  was  true  Sclavonick.    The  Swede  faid,  it  had  fome 

limilaritjr 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    XIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  $59 

fimilarity  widi  the  German:    Johnson.  ^'Why,  Sir,  to  be  fure,  fuch  parts      »77«' 
of  Sckvonia  as  confine  with  Germany,  will  borrow  German  words ;  and  fuch  iButT^j! 
parts  as  confine  with  Tartary,  will  borrow  Tartar  words." 

He  faid,  he  never  had  it  properly  afccrtaincd  tiiat  the  Scotch  Highlanders 
and  the  Irifh  underftood  each  other.  I  told  him  that  my  couiin  Colonel 
Graham,  of  the  Royal  Highlanders,  whom  1  met  at  Drogheda,  told  tne  they 
did.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  the  Highlanders  underftood  Irilh,  why  tranflate  the 
New  Teftament  into  Erie,  as  was  done  lately  at  Edinburgh,  when  there  is* 
an  Irifli  tranflation  ?"  Boswixl.  **  Although  the  Erfe  and  Irilh  are  both 
dialedts  of  the  fame  language,  there  nuy  be  a  good  deal  of  diverfity  between 
them,  as  between  the  different  dialefts  in  Italy.— The  Swede  went  away,  and 
Mr.  Johnfon  continued  his  reading  of  the  papers.  I  faid,  **  I  am  afraid.  Sir, 
it  is  troublefome  to  you."  "  Why,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  do  not  take  much 
delight  in  it  -,  but  Til  go  through  it." 

We  went  to  the  Mitre,  and  dined  in  the  room  where  he  and  I  firft  fupped 
together.  He  gave  me  great  hopes  of  my  caufe.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  the 
government  of  a  fchoolmafter  is  ibmewhat  of  the  nature  of  military  govern- 
ment ;  that  is  to  fay,  it  muft  be  arbitrary,  it  muft  be  exercifed  by  the  will  of 
one  man,  according  to  particular  circumftances.  You  muft  fhcw  fbme  learn- 
ing upon  this  occafion.  You  muft  fhew,  that  a  fchoolmafter  has  a  prefcriptive 
right  to  beat ;  and  that  an  aftion  of  aflault  and  battery  cannot  be  admitted 
againft  him,  unlefs  there  is  Tome  great  excefs,  Ibme  barbarity.  This  man 
has  maimed  none  of  his  boys.  They  are  all  left  with  the  full  excrcife  of 
their  corporeal  faculdes.  In  our  fchools  in  England,  many  boys  have  been 
maimed;  yet  I  never  heard  of  an  a6tion  againft  a  fchoolmafter  on  that 
account.  PuiFendorfi  I  think,  maintains  the  right  of  a  fchoolmafter  to  beat 
his  fcholars.** 

On  Saturday,  March  27,  I  introduced  to  him  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald, 
with  whom  he  had  exprefled  a  wifli  to  be  acquainted.  He  received  him  very 
qourteoufly. 

Sir  Alexander  obferved,  that  the  Chancellors  in  England  are  chofen  from 
V  iews  much  inferiour  to  the  office,  being  chokn  from  temporary  political  views. 
Johnson.  *'  Why,  Sir,  in  fuch  a  government  as  ours,  no  man  is  appointed 
to  an  office  becaufe  he  is  the  fitteft  for  it,'"  nor  hardly  in  any  other  govern- 
ment J  becaufe  there  are  fo  many  connections  and  dependencies  to  be  ftudied. 
A  defpotick  prince  may  choofe  a  man  to  an  office,  merely  becaufe  he  is  the  fitteft 
for  it.  The  King  of  Pruffia  may  do  it."  Sm  A.  « I  think.  Sir,  almoft  all  great 
lawyers,  fuch  at  leaft  as  have  written  upon  law,  have  known  only  law,  and 
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fiothing  ehe."  Johnson,  "  Why  no,  Sir ;  Judge  Hale  was  a  great  lawyer,  and 
wrote  upon  law  ^  and  yet  he  knew  a  great  niany  other  things,  and  has  written 
upon  other  things.  Selden  too."  Sir  A.  "  Very  true,  Sir  i  and  Lord  Bacon. 
But  was  not  L-ord  Coke  a  mere  lawyer i"  Johnson.  "  Why,  I  am  afraid  he 
WAS ;  but  he  would  have  taken  it  vtry  ill  if  you  had  told  hkn  fo.  He  would 
have  profecuted  you  forfcandal."  Boswell.  ^^  Lord  Mansfield  is  not  a  mere 
lawyer."  Johnson^  "No,  Sir.  I  never  was  in  Lord  Mansfield's  company; 
but.  Lord  Mansfield  was  diftinguilhed  at  the  'Univerfity.  Lord  Mansfield, 
when  he  came  firft  to  town,  *  drank  champagne  with  the  wits,'  as  Prior  fays. 
He  was  the  fi-iend  of  .Pope."  Sir.  A.  "  Barrifters,  I  believe,  are  not  fo 
abufive  now  as  they  were  formerly.  I  fancy  they  had  lels  law  long  ago, 
and  fo  were  obliged  to  take  to  abufe,  to  fill  up  the  time.  Now  they  have 
fuch  a  number  of  precedents,  they  have  no  occafion  for  abufc/'  Johnson. 
•*^  Nay,  Sir,  they  had  more  law  long  ago  than  they  have  now.  As  to  pre- 
cedents, to  be  fure  they  will  increafe  in  courfe  of  timej  but  the  more  prece- 
dents there  are,  the  lefs  occafion  is  there  for  lawj  that  is  to  fay,  the  lefs 
occafion  is  there  for  inveftigating  principles."  Sir  A.  "  I  have  been  cor- 
rcfting  fcvcral  Scotch  accents  in  my  friend  Bofwell.  I  doubt.  Sir,  if  any 
Scotchman  ever  attains  to  a  perfeft  Engliih  pronunciation."  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  few  of  them  do,  becaufe  they  dp  not  perfevere  after  acquiring  a 
certain  degree  of  it.  But,  Sir,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  may  attain  to 
a  perfect  Engliih  pronunciation,  if  they  will.  We  find  how  near  they  come 
to  iti  and  certainly,  a  man  who  conquers  nineteen  parts  of  the  Scottifh  accent, 
may  conquer  the  twentieth.  But,  Sir,  when  a  man  has  got  the  better  of  nine 
tenths,  he  grows  weary,  he  relaxes  his  diligence,  he  finds  he  has  correfted  his 
accent  fo  far  as  not  to  be  difagreeable,  and  he  no  longer  defires  his  fi-iends  to 
tell  him  when  he  is  wrong ;  nor  does  he  choofe  to  be  told.  Sir,  when  people 
watch  me  narrowly,  and  I  do  not  watch  myfelf,  they  will  find  me  out  to  be 
of  a  particular  county.  In  the  fame  manner.  Dunning  may  be  found  out  to 
be  a  Devonlhire  man.  So  moft  Scotchmen  may  be  found  out.  But,  Sir, 
little  aberrations  are  of  no  difadvantage.  I  never  catched  Mallet  in  a  Scotch 
accent;  and  yet  Mallet,  I  fuppofe,  was  paft  five-and-twenty  before  he  came 
to  London." 

*  Upon  another  occafion  I  talked  to  him  on  this  fubjeft,  having  myfelf  taken 
ifomc  pains  to  improve  my  pronunciation,  by  the  aid  of  the  late  Mr.  Love,  of 
Prury-lane  dieatre,  when  he  was  a  player  at  Edinbui^gh,  and  alfo  of  old  Mr. 
Sheridan.    Johnfon  faid  to  me,  "  Sir,  your  pronunciation  is  not  ofFcnfivc." 
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"With  this  conceflion  I  was  pretty  well  fatisfied ;  and  let  me  give  my  country-  »77^- 
men  of  North-Briuin  an  advice  not  to  aim  at  abfolute  perfeftion  in  this  refpeft ;  ^tat.  63, 
not  to  fpeak  High  Englijhy  as  we  are  apt  to  call  what  is  far  removed  from  the 
Scotchy  but  which  is  by  no  means  good  Englifh,  and  makes  "  die  fools  who 
ufe  it,"  truly  ridiculous.  Good  Englifh  is  plain,  eafy,  and  fmooth  in  the 
mouth  of  an  iinafFefted  Englilh  gendeman.  A  ftudied  and  faftitious  pronun- 
ciation, which  requires  perpetual  attention,  and  impofes  perpetual  conftraint, 
is  exceedingly  difgufting.  A  fmall  intermixture  of  provincial  peculiarities 
may^  perhaps,  have  ah  agreeable  efFeft,  as  the  notes  of  different  birds  concur 
in  the  harmony  of  the  grove,  and  pleafc  more  than  if  they  were  all  exactly 
alike,  I  could  name  fome  gendemen  of  Ireland,  to  whom  a  flight  proportion 
of  the  accent  and  recitative  of  that  country  is  an  advantage.  The  fame 
obfervation  will  apply  to  the  gentlemen  of  Scotland.  I  do  not  mean  that 
we  Ihould  fpeak  as  broad  as  a  certain  prosperous  member  of  parliament  from 
that  country  i  though  it  has  been  well  obferved,  that  *'  it  has  been  of  no  fmall 
ufe  to  him ;  as  it  roufes  the  attention  c£  the  ttoufe  by  its  uncommonnefs ; 
and  is  equal  to  tropes  and  figures  in  a  good  Englifli  Speaker."  I  would 
give  as  an  inftance  of  what  I  mean  to  recommend  to  my  countrymen,  the 
pronunciation  of  the  late  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot;  and  may  I  prefume  to  add 
that  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Marchmont,  who  told  me,  with  great  good 
humour,  that  the  mafter  of  a  fliop  in  London,  where  he  was  not  known,  faid 
to  him,  "  I  fuppofe,  Sir,  you  are  an  American."  ^*  Why  fo.  Sir,"  (faid 
his  Lordlhip.)  "  Becaufe,  Sir,  (replied  the  ftiopkeeper,)  you  fpeak  neither 
Englifh  nor  Scotch,  but  fomething  different  from  both,  which  I  conclude  is 
the  language  of  America." 

BoswELL.  "  It  may  be  of  ufe.  Sir,  to  have  a  Didtionary  to  afcertain  the 
pronunciation."  Johhson.  "  Why,  Sir,  my  Diftionary  fhews  you  the 
accents  of  words,  if  you  can  but  remember  them."  Boswell.  *'  But,  Sir, 
we  want  marks  to  afcertain  the  pronunciation  of  the  vowels.  Sheridan,  I 
believe,  has  finifhed  fuch  a  work."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  confider  how 
much  eafier  it  is  to  learn  a  language  by  the  ear,  than  by  any  marks.  Sheridan's 
Diftionary  may  do  very  well ;  but  you  cannot  always  carry  it  about  with  you: 
and,  when  you  want  the  word,  you  have  not  the  Dictionary.  It  is  like  a  man 
who  has  a  fword  that  will  not  draw.  It  is  an  admirable  fword,  to  be  fure : 
but  while  yOur  enemy  is  cutting  your  throat,  you  are  unable  to  ufe  it.  Befides, 
Sir,  what  entitles  Sheridan  to  fix  the  pronunciation  of  Englifh  ?  He  has,  in 
the  firfl  place,  the  diladvantage  of  being  an  Irifhman :  and  if  he  fays  he  will 
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fix  it  after  the  example  of  the  beft  company,  why  they  differ  among  them- 
felves.  I  remember  an  inftance :  when  I  publifhed  the  Plan  for  my  Di<5tionary, 
Lord  Chefterfield  told  me  that  the  word  ^etU  Ihould  be  pronounced  fo  as  to 
rhyme  toJiate\  and  Sir  William  Young  lent  me  word  that  it  fhould  be  pro- 
nounced fo  as  to  rhyme  tofeaty  and  that  none  but  an  Irifhman  would  pronounce 
it  grait.  Now  here  were  two  men  of  the  higheft  rank,  the  one,  the  belt 
Ipeakcr  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  other,  the  beft  fpcaker  in  the  Houfc  of 
Commons,  differing  entirely." 

I  again  vifited  him  at  night.  Finding  him  in  a  very  good  humour,  I  ven- 
tured to  lead  him  to  the  fubjeft  of  our  fituatton  in  a  future  ftate,  having  much 
curiofity  to  know  his  notions  on  that  point.  Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  the  hap- 
pinels  of  an  unembodied  Ipirit  will  confift  in  a  confoioufhefs  of  the  favour  of 
God,  in  the  contemplation  of  truth,  and  in  the  pofleffion  of  felicitating  ideas/' 
BoswELL.  "  But,  Sir,  is  there  any  harm  in  our  forming  to  ourfclves  conjec- 
tures as  to  the  particulars  of  our  happinefs>  though  the  icripture  has  faid  but 
very  litde  on  the  fubjeft  ?  *  We  know  not  what  we  (hall  be.*'  Johnson. 
*<  Sir,  there  is  no  harm.  What  philofophy  fuggefb  to  us  on  this  topick  is 
probable :  what  fcripturc  tells  us  is  certain.  Dr.  Henry  More  has  carried  it 
as  far  as  philofophy  can.  You  may  buy  both  his  theological  and  philofophical 
works  m  two  volumes  folio,  for  about  eight  (hillings.'"  Boswell.  **  One  of 
the  moft  pleafing  thoughts  is,  that  we  Ihall  fee  our  friends  again."  Johnson. 
^\  Yes,  Sir  j  but  you  muft  confider,  that  when  we  are  become  purely  rational^ 
many  of  our  friendfhips  will  be  cut  off.  Many  fricndfliips  are  formed  by  a 
community  of  fenfual  pleafures :  all  thefe  will  be  cut  off.  We  form  many 
friendfhips  with  bad  men,  becaufe  they  have  agreeable  qualides,  and  they  can 
be  ufeful  to  us ;  but,  after  death,  they  can  no  longer  be  of  ufc  to  us.  We 
form  many  friendlhips  by  miftake,  imagining  people  to  be  different  from  what 
they  really  are.  After  death,  we  fhall  fee  every  one  in  a  true  light.  Then, 
Sir,  they  talk  of  our  meeting  our  relations :  but  then  all  relationfhip  is  dif- 
folved ;  and  we  (hall  have  no  regard  for  one  perfon  more  than  another,  but 
for  their  real  value.  However>  we  Ihall  either  have  the  fatisfadtion  of  meeting 
our  friends,  or  be  fatisfied  without  meeting  them.*'  Boswell.  "  Yet,  Sir,  we 
fee  in  fcripture  that  Dives  ftill  retained  an  anxious  concern  about  his  brethren." 
Johnson.  "  Why^  Sir,  we  muft  either  fuppofe  that  paffage  to  be  metapho- 
rical, or  hold  #ith  many  divines,  and  all  the  Purgatorians,  that  departed  fouls 
do  not  all  at  once  arrive  at  the  utmoft  perfeftion  of  which  they  are  capable.'* 
Boswell.  "  I  think.  Sir,  that  is  a  very  rational  fuppofition."  Johnson- 
"  Why  yes.  Sir ;  but  we  do  not  know  it  is  a  true  one.  There  is  no  harm  in 
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believing  it:  but  you  muft  not  compel  others  to  make  it  an  article  of  faith,  177*- 
for  it  is  not  revealed."  Boswell.  "  Do  you  thinks  Sir,  it  is  wrong  in  a  man  ^JJJf^^ 
who  holds  the  doftrine  of  purgatory,  to  pray  for  the  fouls  of  his  deceafed 
friends  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why  no.  Sir."  Boswbll.  "  I  have  been* told,  that 
in  the  liturgy  of  the  Epifcopal  Church  of  Scotland,  there  was  a  form  of 
prayer  for  the  dead."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  not  in  the  liturgy  which  Laud 
framed  for  the  Epifcopal  Church  of  Scotland :  if  there  is  a  liturgy  older  than 
that,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  it."  Boswell.  **  As  to  our  employment  in  a 
future  ftate,  the  facred  writings  fay  little.  The  Revelation,  however,  of  St, 
John  gives  us  many  ideas,  and  particularly  mentions  mufick."  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  ideas  muft  be  given  you  by  means  of  fomcthing  which  you 
know :  and  as  to  mufick,  there  are  fome  philofophers  and  divines  who  have 
maintained  that  we  Ihall  not  be  fpiritualifed  to  fuch  a  degree,  but  that  fome- 
thing  of  matter,  very  much  refined,  will  remdn.  In  that  cafe,  mufick  may 
make  a  part  of  our  future  felicity." 

Boswell.  "  I  do  not  know  whether  there  are  any  well-atteftedftories  of  the 
appearance  of  ghofts.  You  know  there  is  a  famous  ftory  of  the  appearance 
of  Mrs.  Veal,  prefixed  to  *  Drclincourt  on  Death."  Johnson.  ^*  I  believe. 
Sir,  that  is  given  up.  I  believe  the  woman  declared  upon  her  death-bed  that 
it  was  a  lie."  Boswell.  <'  This  objeAion  is  made  againft  die  truth  of  ghofts 
appearing :  that  if  they  are  in  a  ftate  of  happinefs,  it  would  be  a  punifhmeht 
to  them  to  return  to  this  world  -,  and  if  they  are  in  a  ftate  of  mifery,  it 
would  be  giving  them  a  refpite."  Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  as  the  happinefs  or 
mifery  of  unembpdied  fpirits  does  not  depend  upon  place,  but  is  intelleflual, 
we  cannot  fay  that  they  are  le(s  happy  or  lefs  miferable  by  appearing  upon 
earth." 

We  went  down  between  twelve  and  one  to  Mrs.  Williams's  room,  and 
drank  tea.  I  mentioned  that  we  were  to  have  the'rem^s  of  Mn  Gray,  in 
profe  and  vcrfe,  publifhed  by  Mr.  Ma(bn«  Johnson.  ^  I  think  we  have  had 
enough  of  Gray.  I  fee  they  have  publifhed  a  Iplendid  edition  erf"  Akenfide's 
works.  One  bad  Ode  may  be  fufiered,  but  a  number  of  them  together  makes 
one  fick."  Boswell.  "  Akcnfide's  diftinguilhcd  poem  is  his  '  Pleafures  of 
the  Imagination  :'  but,  for  my  part,  I  never  could  admire  it  fo  much  as  moft 
people  do*"  Johnson*  "  Sir,  I  <:ould  not  read  it  through."  Boswell.  '^  I 
have  read  it  through  j  but  I  did  not  find  any  great  power  in  it" 

I  mentioned  Elwal,  the  heretick,  whofe  trial  Sir  John  Pringle  had  given 
me  to  read.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  Mr,  Elwal  was,  I  think,  an  ironmonger  at 
Wolverhampton  ^  ^od  he  had  a  mind  to  niake  himfclf  famous,  by  being  the 
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founder  of  a  new  fcfl,,  which  he  wifhcd  much  Ihould  be  called  Elwalliani. 
He  held,  that  every  thing,  in  the: OklTeftament  that  was  not  typical,  was  to 
be  of  perpetual  obfervance  j  and  fo  he  wore  a  ribband  in  the  plaits  of  his 
coat,  and  he  alfo  wore  a  beard..  I  remember  I  had  the  honour  of  dining  in 
company  with  Mr.  Elwal.  There  was  one  Barter,  a  miller,  who  wrote  againft 
him ;  and  fo  you  had  ^  The  Controverfy  between  Mr.  Elwal  and  Mr. 
Bakter.!  Ta  try  to  make  himfelf  diftinguifhed,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  King 
George  the  Second,  challenging  him  to  difpute  with  him,  in  which  he  faid, 
*  George,  if  you  be  afraid  to  come  by  yourfelf,  to  dilpute  with  a  poor  old 
man,  you  may  bring  a  thoufand  of  your  ^/^ ^^-guards  with  you  ;  and  if  you 
Ihould  ftill  be  afraid>  you  may  bring  a  thoufand  of  your  nf^-guards/'  The 
letter  had  fomething  of  the  impudence  of  Junius  .to  our  preftnt  King.  But 
the  men  of  Wolverhampton  were  not  fo  inflammable  as  the  Common  Council 
of  London  j  fo.  Mr*  Elwal  failed  m  his  fchcme  of  making  himfelf  a  man  of 
great  confequence." 

On  Tuefday,,  March  3i>  he  and  I  dined  at  General  Paoli's.  A  queftion 
was  ftarted,  whether  the  ftate  of  marriage  was  natural  to  man.  Johnson^. 
*'  Sir,  it  is  fo  far  from  being  natural  for  a  man  and  woman  to  live  in  a  ftate 
of  marriage,  that  we  find  all  the  motives  which  they  have  for  remaining  in 
that  connexion,  and  the  reftraints  which  civHifed  foeiety  impofes  to  prevent 
fepararion,  are  hardly  fufficicnt  to  keep  them  together."  The  General  faid,  that 
in  a  ftate  of  nature  a  man-  and  woman  uniting  together  would  form  a  ftrong 
and  conftant  afFedbion,  by  the  mutual  pleafure  each  would  receive ;  and  that 
the  fame  caufes  of  diflention  would  not  arife  between  diem,  as  occur  between 
hufband  and  wife  in  a  civilifed  ftate.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  they  would  have  diflcn- 
tions  enough,  though  of  another  kind.  One  would  choofc  to  go  a  hunting 
in  this  wood,  the  oiiier  in  thati  one  would  choofe  to  go  a  fifhing  in  this  lake^^ 
the  other  in  that  i  or,  perhaps,  one  would  choofe  to  go  a  hunting,  when  the 
other  would  choofe  to  go  a  filhing ;  and  fo  they  would  part.  Befides,  Sir^^ 
a  favage  man  and  a  favage  woman  meet  by  chance;  and  when  the  man  fees 
another  woman  that  pleafes  him  better,  he  will  leave  the  firft." 

We  then  fell  into  a  difquifition  whether  there  is  any  beauty  independent  of 
utility.  The  General  maintained  there  was  not.  Dr.  Johnfon  maintained  that 
there  wasj  and  he  inftanced  a  coffee-cup  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  the 
pjunting  of  which  wafi  of  no  real  ufe,  as  the  cup  would"  hold  the.  coffee 
equally  well  if  plain;  yet  the  painting  was  beautifiil. 

We  talked  of  the  ftrange  cuftom  of  fwearing  in  converfarion.  The  Generat 
ikid,  that  all  barbarous  nations  fwore  from  a  certain  violence  of  temper,  that 
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could  noti  be  confined  to  earth,    but  was  always  reaching  at  the  powers      '77*- 
above.     He  faid,  too,  that  there  was  greater  variety  of  fwearing,  in  propor-  ^taJ^  4/ 
tion  as  there  was  a  greater  variety  of  religious  ceremonies. 

Dr.  Johnfon  went  home  with  me  to  my  lodgings  in  Conduit-ftreet  and 
drank  tea,  previous  to  our  going  to  the  Pantheon,  which  neither  of  us  had  feen 
before.    ( 

He  faid,  "  Goldfmith's  Life  of  Pamell  is  poor,-  not  that  it  is  poorly  written, 
but  that  he  had  poor  materials :  for  nobody  can  write  the  life  of  a  man,  but 
thofe  who  have  eat  and  drunk  and  lived  in  focial  intcrcourfc  with  him/* 

I  faid,  that  if  it  was  not  troublefome  and  prefuming  too  much,  I  would 
requeft  him  to  tell  me  all  the  little  circumftances  of  his  life ;  what  fchools  he 
attended,  when  he  came  to  Oxford,  when  he  came  to  London,  &c,  &c.  He 
did  not  difapprove  of  my  curiofity  as  to  thefe  particulars ;  but  faid,  "  They^U 
come  out  by  degrees  as  we  talk  together." 

He  cenfurcd  Ruffhead's  Life  of  Pope ;  and  faid,  "  he  knew  nothing  of  Pope,, 
and  nothing  of  poetry.'*  He  praifed  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton's  Eflay  on  Pope ;  but 
faid,  he  fuppofed  we  fhould  have  no  more  of  it,  as  the  authour  had  not  been 
able  to  perfuade  the  world  to  think  of  Pope  as  he  did.  Boswell.  "  Why, 
Sir,  Ihould  that  prevent  him  from  continuing  his  work  ?  He  is  an  ingenious 
Counfel,  who  has  made  the  moft  of  Jiis  caufe :  he  is  not  obliged  to  gain  it." 
Johnson.  "  But,  Sir,  there  is  a  difference  when  the  caufe  is  of  a  man*s  own 
making.'* 

We  talked  of  the  proper  ufe  of  riches.  Johnson.  "  If  I  were  a  man  of 
a  great  eftate,  I  would  drive  all  the  rafcals  whom  I  did  not  like  out  of  the 
county  at  an  eleAion." 

I  aiked  him  how  far  he  thought  wealth  ihould  be  employed  in  hofpitality. 
Johnson.  "  You  are  to  confider  that  ancient  hoijpitality,  of  which  we  hear  fo 
much,  was  in  an  uncommercial  country,  whea  men  being  idle,  were  glad  ta 
be  entertained  at  rich  men's  tables.  But  in  a  commercial  country,  a  bufy 
country,  time  becomes  precious,  and  therefore  hofpitality  is  not  fo  much 
valued.  No  doubt  there  is  ftill  room  for  a  certain  degree  of  it ;  and  a  man 
has  a  fatisfadion  in  feeing  his  friends  eating  and  drinlcing  around  him.  But 
promifcuous  hoipitality  is  not  the  way  to  gain  real  influence.  You  muft  help 
ibme  people  at  table  before  others  -,  you  muft  afk  fbme  people  how  they  like. 
their  wine  oftener  than  others.  You  therefore  offend  more  people  than  you 
pleafe.  You  are  like  the  French  ftatefman,  who  faid,  when  he  granted  a 
favour,  *  y  at  fait  dix  mecontens  et  un  ingrat.'  Befides,  Sir,  being  entertained 
ever  fo  well  at  a  man's  table^  impreifes  no  lafting  regard  or  efteem.    NQ»^ 
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Sir,  the  way  to  make  furc  of  power  and  influence  is,  by  lending  money 
confidentially  to  your  neighbours  at  a  fiinail  intcreft,  or,  perhaps,  at  no  intcrcft 
at  all,  and  having  their  bonds  in  your  poflcflion."  Boswzll.  "  May  not  a 
man.  Sir,  employ  his  riches  to  advantage  in  educating  young  men  of  merit  ?" 
JoHNSONt  "  Yes,  Sir,  if  they  fall  m  your  way;  but  if  it  is  underftood  that 
you  patronife  young  men  of  merit,  you  will  be  harraffed  with  folicitations* 
You  will  have  numbers  forced  upon  you  who  have  no  merit  -,  fome  will  force 
them  upon  you  from  miftaken  partiality ;  and  fome  from  downright  interefted 
motives,  without  fcrupie  j  and  you  will  be  difgraced. 

«  Were  I  a  rich  man,  I  would  propagate  all  kinds  of  trees  that  will  grow  in 
the  open  air.  A  green-houfc  is  childifh.  I  would  introduce  foreign  animals 
into  the  country;  for  inftance,  die  rein-deer*.'* 

The  converfation  now  turned  on  critical  fubjefts.  Johnson.  "  Bayes,  in 
*  The  Rehcarfal,'  is  a  mighty  filly  charafter.  If  it  was  intended  to  be  like  a 
particular  man,  it  could  only  be  diverting  while  that  man  was  remembered. 
But  I  queftion  whether  it  was  meant  for  Dryden,  as  has  been  reported ;  for  wc 
know  fome  of  the  pafTages  faid  to  be  ridiculed,  were  written  fincc  the 
Rehearfal  j  at  leaft  a  paflage  mentioned  in  the  Preface  is  of  a  later  date.*'  I 
maintained  that  it  had  merit  as  a  general  fatire  on  the  felf-importance  of 
dramatick  authours.    But  even  in  this  light  he  held  it  very  cheap. 

We  then  walked  to  the  Pantheon.  The  firft  view  of  it  did  not  ftrike  us  fo 
much  as  Ranelagh,  of  which  he  faid,  the  coup  d'oeil  was  the  fineft  thing  he 
had  ever  feen.  The  truth  is,  Ranelagh  is  of  a  more  beautifijl  formj  more  of 
it,  or  rather  indeed  the  whole  rotunda^  appears  at  once,  and  it  is  better  lighted* 
However,  as  Johnfon  obferved,  we  faw  the  Pantheon  in  time  of  mourning, 
when  there  was  a  dull  uniformity  5  whereas  we  had  feen  Ranelagh  when  the 
view  was  enlivened  with  a  gay  profiifion  of  colours.  Mrs.  BofviUe,  of  Gun* 
thwait,  in  Yorkih'u-e,  joined  us>  and  entered  into  converfation  with  us.  Johnfon 
faid  to  me  afterwards,  *^  Sir>  this  is  a  mighty,  intelligent  lady." 

I  faid  there  was  not  half  a  guinea's  worth  of  pleafure  in  feeing  this  place. 
Johnson.  "  But,  Sir,  there  is  half  a  guinea's  worth  of  inferiority  to  other 
people  in  not  having  feen  it."  Boswell.  *'  I  doubt.  Sir,  whether  there  are 
many  happy  peojde  here."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  there  are  nnany  haj^y 
people  here.  There  are  many  people  here  who  arc  watching  hundreds,  and 
who  tihink  hundreds  are  watching  them." 

^  This  projcdl  ha« ,  fince  been  realifed.  Sir  Henry  Liddel,  who  made  a  fpirited  tour  inta 
Laplandf  brought  two  rein-dcer  to  his  eflate  in  Northumberland^  where  they  bied ;  but  the  race 
has  unfortunatety  periihed. 
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Happening  to  meet  Sir  Adam  Ferguffon,  I  prcfentcd  him  to  Dr.  Johnfbn. 
Sir  Adam  exprefled  ibme  apprehenfidn  that  the  Pantheon  would  encourage 
luxury.  "  Sir,  (iaid  Johnfon,)  I  am  a  great  friend  to  publick  amufements ; 
for  they  keep  people  from  vice.  You  now  (addreffing  himfelf  to  me,)  would 
have  been  with  a  wench,  had  you  not  been  here.  O !  I  forgot  you  were 
married." 

Sir  Adam  fuggefted,  that  luxury  corrupts  a  people,  and  defboys  the  fpirit 
of  liberty.  Johkson.  "  Sir,  that  is  all  vifionary.  1  would  not  give  half  a 
guinea  to  live  under  one  form  of  government  rather  than  another.  It  is  of 
no  moment  to  the  happinefs  of  an  individual.  Sir,  the  danger  of  the  abufe 
of  power  is  nothing  to  a  private  man.  What  Frenchman  is  prevented  from 
palling  his  life  as  he  pleafes  ?"  Sir  Adam.  "  But,  Sir,  in  the  Britilh  confti- 
tution  it  is  furely  of  importance  to  keep  up  a  fpirit  in  the  people^  fo  as  to 
preferve  a  balance  againft  the  crown.*'  Johhsck.  **  Sir,  I  perceive  you  arc 
a  vile  Whig.— Why  all  this  childifli  jealoufy  of  the  powfsr  of  the  crown  ?  The 
crown  has  not  power  enough.  When  I  fay  that  all  governments  are  alike,  I 
coniider  that  in  no  govemmenc  power  can  be  abuled  long.  Mankind  will  not 
bear  it.  If  a  fovereign  opprelles  his  people  to  a  great  degree,  they  will  rife 
and  cut  off  his  head.  There  is  a  remedy  in  human  nature  againfl:  tyranny^ 
that  will  keep  us  fafe  under  every  form  of  government.  Had  not  the  people 
of  France  thought  themfelves  honoured  as  fharing  in  die  brilliant  adbions  of 
the  reign  of  Lewis  XIV.  they  would  not  have  endured  him  i  and  we  may  fay 
the  fame  of  the  King  of  Prufl5a*s  people.*'  Sir  Adam  introduced  the  ancient 
Greeks  and  Rcxnans.  Johnson.  <<  Sir,  the  mafs  of  both  of  diem  were  bar* 
faarians.  The  mafs  of  every  people  muft  be  barbarous  where  there  is  no 
printing,  and  confequendy  knowledge  is  not  generally  difiufed.  Knowledge 
is  difiufed  among  our  people  by  the  newipapers.''  Sir  Adam  menti(filtd  the 
orators,  poets,  and  artifb  of  Greece.  Johnson.  '^  Sir,  I  am  talking  of  the 
mafs  of  the  people.  We  fee  even  what  the  boafled  Athenians  were.  The 
little  efFeft  which  DemofUienes's  orations  had  upon  them,  fhews  that  they  were 
barbarians." 

Sir  Adam  was  unlucky  in  his  topicks;  for  he  fuggefted  a  doubt  of  the  pro* 
priety  of  Bifhops  having  feats  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Johnson.  «  How  fo^ 
Sir  ?  Who  is  more  proper  for  having  the  dignity  of  a  peer,  than  a  Bifhop> 
provided  a  Bifhop  be  what  he  ought  to  be ;  and  if  improper  Bifhops  be 
made,  that  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Bifhops,  but  of  thofe  who  make  them.'* 

Qn  Sunday,  April  5,  after  attending  divine  fcrvice  at  St.  Paul's  church,  I 
found  him  alone.    Of  a  fchoolmafter  of  his  acquaintance^  a  nauve  of  Scot- 
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land,  he  faid,  "  He  has  a  great  deal  of  good  about  him  s  but  he  is  alfo  very 
defeftive  in  fonie  refpefts.  His  inner  part  is  good,  but  his  outer  part  is 
mighty  aukward.  You  in  Scodand  do  not  attain  that  nice  critical  ikiH  in 
languages,  which  we  get  in  our  fchools  in  England.  I  would  not  put  a  boy 
to  him,  whom  I  intended  for  a  man  of  learning.  But  for  the  fons  of  citizens^ 
who  are  to  learn  a  litde,  get  good  morals,  and  then  go  to  trade,  he  may  <io 
very  well." 

I  mentioned  a  caufe  in  which  I  had  appeared  as  counfel  at  the  bar  of  the 
General  Affembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  where  a  Probationer,  (as  one 
licenfed  to  preach,  but  not  yet  ordained,  is  called,)  was  oppofed  in  his  appli- 
cation to  be  indufted,  becaufe  it  was  alledged  that  he  had  been  guilty  of 
fornication  five  years  before.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  if  he  has  repented,  it 
is  not  a  fufficient  objjedion.  A  man  who  is  good  enough  to  go  to  heaven,  is 
good  enough  to  be  a  clergyman."  This  was  a  humane  and  liberal  fentiment. 
But  the  charafter  of  a  clergynrwn  is  more  facred  than  that  of  an  ordinary 
Chriftian.  As  he  is  to  inftruft  with  authority,  he  fhould  be  regarded  with 
reverence,  as  one  upon  whom  divine  truth  has  had  the  efFcft  to  fet  him  above 
fuch  tranfgreflions,  as  men  lefs  ejcalted  by  ipiritual  hdbits,  and  yet  upon  the 
whole  not  to  be  excluded  from  heaven,  have  been  betrayed  into  by  the  predo- 
minance of  paflion.  That  clergymen  may  be  confidered  as  finners  in  general, 
•as  all  men  are,  cannot  be  denied  3  but  diis  refleftion  will  not  counteract  their 
good  precepts  fo  much,  as  the  abfolute  knowledge  of  their  having  been  guilty 
of  certain  Ipecifick  immoral  adts.  I  told  him,  that  by  the  rules  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  in  their  "Book  of  Difcipline,"  if  2i/candal,  zs  it  is  called,  is  not 
profecuted  for  five  years,  it  cannot  afterwards  be  proceeded  upon,  "  unlefs  it  be 
cf  a  heinous  nature,  or  again  become  flagrant;"  and  that  hence  a  queftion 
arofe,  whether  fornication  was  a  fm  of  a  heinous  nature  i  and  that  I  had  main- 
tained, that  it  did  not  deferve  that  epithet,  in  as  much  as  it  was  not  one  of 
thofe  fins  which  argue  very  great  depravity  of  heart :  in  fliort,.was  not,  in  the 
general  acceptation  of  mankind,  a  heinous  fin.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  it  is 
not  a  heinous  fin.  A  heinous  fin  is  that  for  which  a  man  is  puniflied  with 
deadi  or  banifliment."  Boswell.  «  But,  Sir,  after  I  had  argued  that  it  was 
not  a  heinous  fin,  an  old  clergyman  rofe  up,  and  repeating  the  text  of 
fcripture  denouncing  judgement  againft  whoremongers,  alked,  whether,  con- 
Cdering  this,  there  could  be  any  doubt  of  fornication  being  a  heinous  fin. 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  obferve  the  word  whoremonger.  Every  fin,  if  per- 
fiflied  in,  will  become  heinous.  Whoremonger  is  a  dealer  in  whores,  as 
ironmonger  is  a  dealer  in  iron.    But  as  you  don't  call  a  man  an  ironmonger  for 
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buying  and  felling  a  pen-knife ;  fo  you  don't  call  a  man  a  whoremonger  for 
getting  one  wench  with  child." 

I  fpoke  of  the  inequality  of  the  livings  of  the  clergy  in  England,  and  the 
feanty  provifions  of  fome  of  the  Curates.  Johnso'n.  "  Why,  yes.  Sir ;  but 
it  cannot  be  helped.  You  muft  confider,  that  the  revenues  of  the  clergy  arc 
not  at  the  'difpofal  of  the  ftate,  like  the  pay  of  the  army.  Different  men 
have  fouHdcd  different  churches  j  and  fome  are  better  endowed,  fome  worfe. 
The  State  cannot  interfere  and  make  an  equal  divifion  of  what  has  been  par- 
ticularly appropriated.  Now  when  a  clergyman  has  but  a  fmall  living,  or 
even  two  fmall  livings,  he  can  afford  very  little  to  a  Curate." 

He  faid,  he  went  more  frequently  to  church  when  there  were  prayers  only, 
than  when  there  was  alio  a  fermon,  as  the  people  required  more  an  example 
for  the  one  than  the  other ;  it  being  much  eafier  for  them  to  hear  a  fermon, 
than  to  fix  their  minds  on  prayer. 

On  Monday,  April  6,  I  dined  with  him  at  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald's, 
where  was  a  young  officer  in  the  regimentals  of  the.  Scots  Royal,  who  talked 
with  a  vivacity,  fluency,  and  precifion  fo  uncommon,  that  he  artrafted  parti- 
cular attention.  He  proved  to  be  the  Honourable  Thomas  Erlkine,  youngeft 
brother  to  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  who  has  fince  rifen  into  fuch  brilliant  repu- 
tation at  the  bar  in  Weftminfter-hall. 

Fielding  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  exclaimed,  "  he  was  a  blockhead  /*  and 
upon  my  exprefling  my  aflonifliment  at  fo  fbange  an  affertion,  he  faid,  "  What 
I  mean  by  his  being  a  blockhead  is,  that  he  was  a  barren  rafcal."  Boswell. 
**  Will  you  not  allow.  Sir,  that  he  draws  very  natural  piftures  of  human 
life  ?"  JoJfiNSON.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  is  of  very  low  life.  Richardfon  ufed  to  fay, 
that  had  he  not  known  who  Fielding  was,  he  ihould  have  believed  he  was  an 
oilier.  Sir,  there  is  more  knowledge  of  the  heart  in  one  letter  of  Richardfon's, 
than  in  all  *  Tom  Jon^s.'  I,  indeed,  never  read  *  Jofeph  Andrews."  Erskine. 
**  Surely,  Sir,  Richardfon  is  very  tedious/'  Johnson,  "  Why,  Sir,  if  you 
were  to  read  Richardfon  for  the  ftory,  your  impatience  would  be  fo  nmch 
fretted,  that  you  would  hang  yourfelf.  But  you  mufl  read  him  for  the  fenti- 
Qient,  and  confider  the  ftory  as  only  giving  occafion  to  the  fentiment.'*— I 
have  already  given  my  opinion  of  Fielding ;  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  repeating 
here  my  wonder  at  Johnfon's  exceflive  and  unaccountable  depreciation  of  one 
of  the  beft  writers  that  England  has  produced.  "  Tom  Jones"  has  ftood 
the  teft  of  publick  opinion  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  to  have  eftablifhed  its  great 
-nierit,  both  for  the  ftory,  the  fcntiments,  and  the  manners,  and  alfb  the 
varieties  of  diftion,  fo  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  ifs  having  an  animated  truth  of 
execution  throughout. 
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>772*  A  book  of  travels,  lately  publilhcd  under  the  title  of  Coriat  Junwr^  and 
Mt2LU  6y  written  by  Mr.  Paterfon,  the  auftioneer,  was  mentioned.  Johnfon  faid,  this 
book  was  an  imitation  of  Sterne,  and  not  of  Coriat,  whofe  name  Paterfon 
had  chofen  as  a  whimfical  one.  "  Tom  Coriat,  (faid  he,)  was  a  humoiuift 
about  the  court  of  James  the  Firft.  He  had  a  mixture  of  learning,  of  wit 
and  of  buftbonery.  He  firft  travelled  through  Europe,  and  publiihed  his 
travels.  He  afterwards  travelled  on  foot  through  Afia,  and  had  made  many 
remarks  j  but  he  died  at  Mandoa,  and  his  remarks  were  loft." 

We  talked  of  gaming,  and  animadverted  on  it  with  feverity.  Johm.son. 
*^  Nay,  gentlemen,  let  us  not  aggravate  the  matter.  It  is  not  roguery  to 
play  with  a  man  who  is  ignorant  of  the  game,  while  you  arc  matter  of  it, 
and  fo  win  his  money  j  for  he  thinks  he  can  play  better  than  you,  as  you 
think  you  can  play  better  than  hej  and  the  fuperiour  Ikill  carries  it." 
Erskine.  "  He  is  a  fool,  but  you  are  not  a  rogue."  Johnson.  "  That's 
much  about  the  truth.  Sir.  It  muft  be  confidered,  that  a  man  who  only  does 
what  every  one  of  the  fociety  to  which  he  belongs  would  do,  is  not  a  dif- 
honeft  man.  In  the  republick  of  Sparta  it  was  agreed,  that  ftealing  was  not 
diihonourable,  if  not  difcovcred.  I  do  not  commend  a  fociety  where  there  is 
an  agreement  that  what  would  not  otherwife  be  fair,  (hall  be  fair;  but  I  main- 
tain, that  an  individual  of  any  fociety,  who  pradifes  what  is  allowed,  is  not 
a  dilhoneft  man."  Boswell.  «  So  then,  Sir,  you  do  not  think  ill  of  a  man 
who  wins  perhaps  forty  thoufand  pounds  in  a  winter  ?"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I 
do  not  call  a  gameftcr  a  dilhoneft  man;  but  I  call  him  an  unfocial  man,  an 
unjirofitable  man*  Gaming  is  a  mode  of  transferring  property  without 
producing  any  intermediate  good.  '^Trade  gives  employment  to  numbers,  and 
fo  produces  intermediate  good." 

Mr.  Erfkine  told  us,  that  when  he  was  in  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  he 
not  only  read  prayers,  but  preached  two  fermcMis  to  the  regiment.  He 
fcemed  to  objedt  to  the  paflage  in  fcripture  where  we  are  told  that  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  fmote  in  one  night  forty  thoufand  Affyrians.  "  Sir,  (faid 
Johnfon,)  you  fhould  recoiled  that  there  was  a  fupernatural  interpolition  j  they 
were  dcftroyed  by  peftilehce.  You  are  not  to  fuppofc  that  the  angel  of  die 
Lord  went  about  and  ftabbed  each  of  diem  with  a  dagger,  or  knocked  them 
on  the  head,  man  by  man/^ 

After  Mr.  Erlkine  was  gone,  a  difcuffion  took  place,  whether  the  prc- 

fent  Earl  of  Buchan,  when  Lord  Cardrofs,  did  right  to  refufe  to  go  Secrc^' 

tary  of  the  Embafly  to  Spain,  when  Sir  James  -Gray,    a  man  of  infcriour 

rank,   went  Ambaffadour.      Dr.  Johnfon  faid,   diat  perhaps  in  point  of 
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mtcrcft  he  did  wrong;  but  in  point  of  dignity  he  did  well.  Sir  Alcjcander  1772.  . 
mfifted  that  he  was  wrong,  and  faid  that  Mr.  Pitt  intended  it  as  an  advan-  iEtat!  65! 
tageous  thing  for  him.  "  Why,  Sir,  (faid  Johnlbn,)  Mr.  Pitt  might  think 
it  an  advantageous  thing  for  him  to  make  him  a  vintner,  and  get  him  all  the 
Portugal  trade;  but  he  would  have  dcnicancd  himfelf  ftrangely  had  he 
accepted  of  fuch  a  fituation.  Sir,  had  he  gone  Secretary  while  his  inferiour 
was  Ambaffadour,  he  would  have  been  a  traitor  to  his  rank  and  family." 

I  talked  of  the  little  attachment  which  fubfifted  between  near  relations  in. 
London.  "  Sir,  (laid  Johnfon,)  in  a  country  fo  commercial  as  ours,  where 
every  man  can  do  for  himfelf,  there  is  not  fo  much  occafion  for  that  attach- 
ment. No  man  is  thought  the  worfe  of  here,  whofe  brother  was  hanged. 
In  uncommercial  countries,  many  of  the  branches  of  a  family  muft  depend 
on  the  ftock ;,  fo,  in  order  to  make  the  head  of  the  family  take  care  of  them, 
diey^are  reprefented  as  connefted  with  his  reputation,  that,  felf-love  being  inte- 
refted,  he  may  exert  himfelf  to  promote  their  intereft.  You  have  firft  large 
circles,  or  clans ;  as  commerce  increafes,  the  connection  is  confined  to  families. 
By  degrees,  that  too  goes  off,  as  having  become  unneceffary,  and  there  being 
few  opportunities  of  intercourfe.  One  brother  is  a  merchant  in  the  city,  and 
another  is  an  officer  in  the  guards.  How  little  intercourfe  can  thcfe  two 
have!" 

I  argued  warmly  for  the  old  feudal  fyftem.  Sir  Alexander  oppofed  it,  and 
talked  of  the  pleafure  of  fccbg  all  men  free  and  independent.  Johnson. 
'*  I  agree  with  Mr.  Bofwell  that  there  muft  be  a  high  fatisfaftion  in  being 
a  feud^  Lord ;  but  we  are  to  confider,  that  we  ought  not  to  wifh  to  have  a 
number  of  men  unhappy  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  one." — I  maintained  that 
numbers,  namely,  the  vaflals  or  followers,  were  not  unhappy,  for  that  there 
was  a  reciprocal  fatisfadlion  between  the  Lord  and  them :  he  being  kind  in  his 
authority  over  them ;  they  being  relpedlful  and  faithful  to  him. 

On  ThurfHay,  April  9,  I  c-alled  on  him  to  beg  he  would  go  and  dine  with 
me  at  the  Mitre  tavern.  He  had  refolved  not  to  dine  at  all  this  day,  I  know 
not  for  what  reafon ;  and  I  was  fo  unwilling  to  be  deprived  of  his  company, 
that  I  was  content  to  fubmit  to  fuffer  a  want,  which  was  at  firft  fomewhat 
painful,  but  he  foon  made  me  forget  it ;  and  a  man  is  always  pleafed  with  him- 
felf when  he  finds  his  intelleftual  inclinations  predominate. 

He  obfenrcd,  that  to  reafon  too  philofophicallf  on  the  nature  of  prayer,* 
was  very  unprofitable. 

Talking  of  ghofts,  he  faid,  he  knew  one  friend,  who  was  an  honeft  man 
and  a  fenfible  man,   who  told  him  he  had  feen  a  ghoft,  old  Mr.  Edward 
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Cave>  the  printer  at  St.  John's  Gate.  He  faid,  Mr.  Cave  did  not  like  to  talk 
of  it,  but  feemed  to  be  in  great  horrour  whenever  it  was  mentioned.  Boswell* 
"  Pray,  Sir,  what  did  he  fay  was  the  appearance  ?"  >  Johnson.  *^  Why,  Sir, 
fomething  of  a  fhadowy  being." 

I  nnentioned  witches,  and  afked  him  what  they  properly  meant.  Johnson. 
**  Why,  Sir,  they  properly  mean  thofe  who  make  ufe  of  the  aid  of  evil  Ipirits." 
BoswELL.  "  There  is  no  doubt.  Sir,  a  general  report  and  belief  of  their 
having  exifted,"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  have  not  only  the  general  report  and 
belief,  but  you  have  many  voluntary  folemn  confeffions."  He  did  not  affirm 
any  thing  pofitively  upon  a  fubjeft  which  it  is  the  fafhion  of  the  times  to  laugh 
at  as  a  matter  of  abfurd  credulity.  He  only  feemed  willing,  as  a  candid 
enquirer  after  truth,  however  ftrange  and  inexplicablCj^  to  (hew  that. he  under^ 
ftood  what  might  be  urged  for  it  K 

On  Friday,  April  lo,  I  dined  with  him  at  General  Oglethorpe's,  where  wc 
found  Dr.  Goldfmith. 

Armorial  bearings  having  been  mentioned,  Johnfon  faid,  they  were  as 
ancient  as  the  fiege  of  Thebes,  which  he  proved  by  a  paflage  in  one  of  the 
tragedies  of  Euripides. 

I  ftarted  the  queftion  whether  duelling  was  confiftcnt  with  moral  duty.  The 
brave  old  General  fired  at  this,  and  faid,  with  a  lofty  air,  "  Undoubtedly  a  man 
has  a  right  to  defend  his  honour."  Goldsmith,  (turning  to  me.)  "  I  afk  you 
fkft.  Sir,,  what  you  would  do  if  you  were  affronted  ?"  I  anfwered  I  fhould 
think  it  necefTary  to  fight.  '^  Why  then  (replied  Goldfmith,)  that  folves  the 
queftion."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  it  does  not  folve  the  queftion.  It  does  not 
follow  that  what  a  man  would  do  is  therefore  right."  I  faid,  I  wifhed  to  have 
it  fettled,  whether  duelling  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Chriftianity.  Johnfon 
immediately  entered  on  the  fubjeft,  and  treated  it  in  a  mafterly  manner;  and  fb 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  recolleft,  his  thoughts  were  thefc :  "  Sir,  as  men 
become  in  a  high  degree  refined,  various  caufes  of  offence  arife  5.  which  are 
confidered  to  be  of  fuch  importance,  that  life  muft  be  flaked  to  atone  for 
them,  though  in  reality  they  are  not  fo.  A  body  that  has  received  a  very  fine 
polifh  may  be  eafily  hurt.  Before  men  arrive  at  this  artificial  refinement,  if 
one  tells  his  neighbour  he  lies,  his  neighbour  tells  him  he-  lies ;  if  one  give* 
his  neighbour  a  blow>  hi:?' neighbour  gives  him  a  blow;  but  in  a  ftate  of 
highly  polifhed  fociety,  an  afiront  is  held  to  be  a  ferious  injury.     It  muft^. 

3.  See  this  curious  queftion  treated  by  him  with  moft  acute  ability,  «'  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the: 
Hebrides/'  3d  edit.  p.  33* 
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therefore,  be  refented,  or  rather  a  duel  myft  be  fought  upon  it ;  as  men  have  »772* 
agreed  to  banifh  from  their  fociety  one  who  puts  up  with  an  afiront  without  ^^Jf^j! 
fighting  a  duel.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  never  unlawfol  to  fight  in  felf-defence.  He, 
then,  who  fights  a  duel>  does  not  fight  from  paffion  againft  his  antagonift,  but 
out  of  felf-defence  j  to  avert  the  ftigma  of  the  world,  and  to  prevent  himfelf 
from  being  driven  out  of  fociety.  I  could  wifh  that  there  was  not  that  fuper- 
fluity  of  refinement ;  but  while  fuch  notions  prevail,  no  doubt  a  man  may 
lawfully  fight  a  duel." 

Let  it  b^  remembered,  that  this  juftification  is  applicable  only  to  the  perfon 
who  reaves  an  affront.     All  mankind  muft  condemn  the  aggreffor. 

The  General  told  us,  that  when  he  was  a  very  young  man,  I  think  onljr 
fifteen,  ferving  under  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  he  was  fitting  in  a  company 
at  table  with  a  Prince  of  Wirtemberg.  The  Prince  took  up  a  glais  of  wine, 
and,  by  a  fillip,  made  fome  of  it  fly  in  Oglethorpe's  face.  Here  was  a  nice 
dilemma.  To  have  challenged  him  inftantly,  might  ha vre  fixed  a  quarrelfome 
charafter  upon  the  young  foldier :  to  have  taken  no  notice  of  it  might  have 
been  confidered  as  cowardice.  Oglethorpe,  therefore,  keeping  his  eye  upon 
the  Prince,  and  fmiling  all  the  time,  as  if  he  took  what  his  Highnefs  had 
done  in  jefl,  faid,  "  Mon  Prince^ — "  (I  forget  the  French  words  he  ufed,  the 
purport  however  was,)  "  That^'s  a  good  joke  j  but  we  do  it  much  better  m 
England  j"  and  threw  a  whole  glafs  of  wine  in  the  Prince's  face.  An  old 
General  who  fat  by,  faid,  "  PI  a  bien  fatty  mon  Prince^  vous  Pavez  commerce  \^ 
and  thus  all  ended  in  good  humour. 

Dr.  Johnfon  laid,  "  Pray,  General,  give  us  an  account  of  the  fiege  of 
Bender.'*  .  Upon  which  the  General,  pouring  a  little  wme  upon  the  table, 
defcribed  every  thing  with  a  wet  finger :  "  Here  were  we,  here  were  the 
Turks,"  &c.  &c.     Johnfon  liflened  with  the  clofeft  attention. 

A  queftion  was  fhirted,  how  far  people  who  difagree  in  any  capital  point 
can  live  in  friendfhip  together.  Johnfon  faid  they  might.  Goldfmith  faid  they 
could  not,  as  they  had  not  the  idem  velU  atque  idem  nolle — the  fame  likings  and  the 
fame  averfions.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you  muft  fhun  the  fubjeft  as  to  which  • 
you  difagree.  For  inftancc,  I  can  live  very  well  with  Burke :  I  love  his  know- 
ledge, his  genius,  his  difFufion,  and  affluence  of  converfation  ;  but  I  would  not 
talk  to  him  of  the  Rockingham  party.**  Goldsmith.  **^But,  Sir,  when  people 
live  together  who  have  fomething  as  to  which  they  difagree,  and  which  they 
want  to  fhun,  ihey  will  be  In  the  ficwttion  mentioned  in  the  ftory  of  Bluebeard  j 
«  You  may  look  into  all  the  chambers  but  one.'  But  we  fhould  have  the 
greatcft  inclination  to  look  into  that  chamber,  to  talk  of  that  fubjcd."  Johnson^ 
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(with  a  loud  voice,)  ^^  §^iF,  I  am  not  faying  that  yon  could  live  in  fricndfhijf 
widi  a  man  from  whom  you  differ  as  to  fome  point :  I  an:^  only  laying  that 
/  could  do  it.     You  put  me  in  mind  of  Sappho  in  Ovid." 

Goldfmidi  told  us,  that  he  was  now  bufy  in  writing  a  natural  hiftory,  andj 
that  he  might  have  full  leifure  for  it,  he  had  taken  lodgings  at  a  fermer'j 
houfe,  near  to  the  fix  mile-ftone,  on  the  Edgeware-road,  and  had  carried  down 
tis  booKs  in  two  returned  poft-chaifcs.  He  faid,  he  believed  the  farmer's 
family  thought  him  an  odd  charafter,  fimilar  to  that  in  which  the  SfeSlator 
appeared  to  his  landlady  and  children  :  he  was  ^be  Gentleman.  Mr.  Mickle, 
the  tranflator  of /^  The  Lufiad,"  and  I,  went  to  vifit  him  at  this  place  a  few 
days  afterwards.  He  was  not  at  home  j  but  having  a  curiofity  to  fee  his  apart- 
ment, we  went  in  and  found  curious  fcraps  of  dcfcriptions  of  animals,  fcrawfcd 
upon  the  walls  with  a  black  lead  pencil. 

The  fubjedt  of  ghofts  having  been  introduced,  Johnfon  repeated  what  he 
had  told  me  of  a  friend  of  his,  an  honeft  man  and  a  man  ^f  fcnfe,  having 
afferted  to  him  that  he  had  feen  an  apparition.  Goldfmith  told  us,  he  was 
affured  by  his  brother,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Goldfmith,  that  he  alfo  had  ktn 
one.  General  Oglethorpe  told  us,  that  Pendergraft,  an  officer  in  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough's  army,  had  mentioned  to  many  of  his  friends  that  he  fhould  die 
on  a  particular  day.  That  upon  that  day  a  batde  took  place  with  the  French  \ 
^that  after  it  was  over,  and  Pendergraft  was  ftill  alive,  his  brother  officers, 
while  they  were  yet  in  the  field,  jeftingly  afked  him  where  was  his  prophecy 
now.  Pendergraft  gravely  anfwered,  "  I  fhall  die,  notwithflanding  what  you 
fee."  Soon  afterwards  there  came  a  ihot  from  a  French  battery,  to  which  the 
orders  for  a  cefTation  of  arms  had  not  yet  reached,  and  he  was  killed  upon  the 
Ijpot.  Colonel  Cecil,  who  took  pofTefTion  of  his  efFefts,  found  in  his  pocket- 
book  the  following  folemn  entry : 

[Here  the  date.]    "  Dreamt— or ♦  Sir  John  Friend  meets  me:" 

(here  the  very  day  oh  which  he  was  killed  was  mentioned.)  Pendergraft  had 
been  a  witnefs  againft  Sir  John  Friend,  who  was  executed  for  high  treafom 
General  Oglediorpe  faid,  he  was  in  company  with  Colonel  Cecil  when  Pope 
came  and  enquired  into  the  truth  of  this  ftory,  which  made  a  great  noife  at  the 
time,  and  was  then  confirmed  by  the  Colonel. 

On  Saturday,  April  ii,  he  appointed  me  to  come  to  him  in  the  evening, 
when  he  faid  he  fliould  be  at  leifure  to  give  me  fome  affiflance  for  the  defence 

*  Here  was  a  blank,  which  may  be  filled  up  thus  :— **  was  told  hy  an  apparitiM  ;"— the  writer 
being  probably  uncertain  whether  he  was  afleep  or  awake  when  his  mind  \^as  imprefled  with  the 
folemn  prefentimcnt  with  which  the  fadt  afterwards  happened  fo  wonderfully  to  correfpond.* 

of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE,^LIFir    OF    DR.    JOHNSON* 

of  Hafti€,  the  fchoolmafter  of  Campbelltown,  for  whom  I  was  to  appear  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  When  I  caipe,  I  found  him  unwilling  to  exert  himfelf  I 
preffed  him  to  write  down  his  thoughts  upon  the  fubjed.  He  faid,  "  There's 
no  occafion  for  my  writing.  .Til  talk  to  you."  He  was,  however,  at  laft 
prevailed  on  to  diftate  to  me,  while  I  wrote  as  follows : 

"  The  charge  is,  that  he  has  ufed  immoderate  and  cruel  correction.  Cor- 
reftion,  in  itfelf,  is  not  cruel  i  children,  being  not  reafonable,  can  be  governed 
only  by  fear.  To  imprcfs  this  fear,  is  therefore  one  of  the  firft  duties  of  thofe 
who  have  the  care  of  children.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  parent  j  and  has  never 
been  thought  inconfiftent  with  parental  tendemels.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  matter, 
who  is  in  his  higheft  exaltation  when  he  is  loco  parentis*  Yet,  as  good  things 
become  evil  by  excels,  correAion,  by  being  immoderate,  may  become  cruel. 
But  when  is  correftion  immoderate  ?  When  it  is  more  frequent  or  more 
fevere  than  is  required  ad  monendum  et  docendumy  for  reformation  and  inftruc- 
tion.  No  feverity  is  cruel  which  obftinacy  makes  neceflary ;  for  the  grcateft 
cruelty  would  be  to  defift,  and  leave  the  fcholar  too  carelefs  for  inftruftion,  and 
too  much  hardened  for  reproof.  Locke,  in  his  treatife  of  Education,  mentions 
a  mother,  widi  applaufe,  who  whipped  an  infant  eight  tinws  before  Ihe  had 
fubdued  it  j  for  had  fhe  Hopped  at  the  fcventh  aft  of  correftion,  her  daughter, 
fays  he,  would  have  been  ruined.  The  degrees  of  obftinacy  in  yeung  minds 
are  very  different  i  as  different  muftbe  the  degrees  of  perfevering  feverity. 
A  ftubborn  fcholar  muft  be  correfted  till  ht  is  fubdued.  The  difcipline  of  a 
fchool  is  military.  There  muft  be  eidier  unbounded  licence  or  abfolute  autho- 
rity. The  matter  who  punifhes,  not  only  confults  the  future  happinefs  of  him 
who  is  the  immediate  fubjeft  of  correftion  j  but  he  propagates  obedience 
through  the  whole  fchool,  and  eftablifhes  regularity  by  exemplary  juftice. 
The  viftorious  obttinacy  of  a  fingle  boy  would  make  his  future  endeavours 
of  reformation  or  inftruftion  totally  ineffedhial.  Obttinacy,  therefore,  muft  > 
never  be  vidorious.  Yet,  it  is  well  known,  that  there  fometimes  oecurs  a 
iliUen  and  hardy  refolution,  that  laughs  at  all  common  punifhment,  and  bids 
defiance  to  all  common  degrees  of  pain.  Correftion  muft  be  proportioned 
fo  occafions.  The  flexible  will  be  reformed  by  gende  difcipline,  and  the 
icfraftory  muft  be  fubdued  by  hariher  methods.  The  degrees  of  fcholaftick^ 
as  of  military  puniflimfent,  no  ftlted  rules  can  afcertain.  It  muft  be  enforced 
till  it  overpowers  temptation ;  till  ttubbomncfs  becomes  flexible,  and  peryerfe- 
nefs  regular.  Cuftom  and  reafon  have,  indeed,  fet  fome  bounds  to  fchofaftick 
penalties.  The  fchoolmatter  inflifts  no  capital  punilhments  j  nor  enforces  his 
adifts  by  either  death  or  mutilation.    The  civil  law  has  wifely  determined, 
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that  a  mafter  who  ftrikes  at  a  fcholar's  eye  fhall  be  confidered  as  criminal. 
But  punifhments,  however  fevcre,  that  produce  no  lafting  evil,  may  be  juft 
and  rcafonable,  becaufe  they  may  be  neceflary.     Such  have  been  the  punifli- 
ments  ufed  by  the  refpondent.     No  fcholar  has  gone  from  him  either  blind  or 
lame,  or  with  any  of  his  limbs  or  powers  injured  or  impaired.     They  were 
irregular,  and  he  punifhed  them :  they  were  obftinate,  and  he  enforced  his 
punifhment.     But,  however  provoked,  he  never  exceeded  the  limits  of  mode- 
ration,  for  he  inflifted  nothing  beyond  prefent  pain  j  and  how  much  of  that 
was  required,  no  man  is  fo  little  able  to  determine  as  thofe  who  have  deter- 
Hfiined  againft  him ; — ^the  parents  of  the  offenders.-:— It  has  been  faid,  that  he 
ufed  unprecedented  and  improper  inftruments  of  correftion.     Of  this  accula- 
tion  the  meaning  is  not  very  eafy  to  be  found.     No  inftrument  of  correftion 
is  more  proper  than  another,  but  as  it  is  better  adapted  to  produce  prefent 
pain  without  lafting  mifchief.     Whatever  were  his  inftruments,  no  lafting  mif- 
chief  has  enfued  i  and  therefore,  however  unufual,  in  hands  fo  cautious  they 
were<proper. — ^It  has  been  objefted,  that  the  relpondent  admits  the  charge  of 
cruelty,  'by  producing  no  evidence  to  confute  it.     Let  it  be  confidered,  that 
his  fcholars  are  either  difperfed  at  large  in  the  world,  or  continue  to  inhabit 
the  place  in  which  they  were  bred.   Thofe  who  are  difperfed  cannot  be  found : 
thofe  who  remain  are  the  fons  of  his  perfccutors,  and  are  not  likely  to  fupport 
jsl  man  to  whom  their  fethcrs  are  enemies.     If  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  enmity 
of  their  fathers  proves  the  juftice  of  the  charge,   it  muft  be  confidered  how 
often  experience  (hews  us,  that  men  who  are  angry  on  one  ground  will  accufe 
on  another  j  with  how  little  kindnefs,  in  a  town  of  low  trade,  a  man  who  lives  by 
learning  is  regarded  i  and  how  implicidy,  where  the  inhabitants  are  not  very 
rich,  a  rich  man  is  hearkened  to  and  followed.     In  a  place  like  Campbell- 
town  it  is  eafy  for  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants  to  make  a  party.    It  is  eafy 
for  that  party  to  heat  themfelves  with  imaginary  grievances.     It  is  eafy  for 
them  to  opprefs  a  man  poorer  than  themfelves;   and  natural  to  aflcrt  the 
dignity  of  riches,  by  perfifting  in  oppreffion.     The  argument  which  attempts 
to  prove  the  impropriety  of  reftoring  him  to  his  fchool,  by  alledging  that  he 
has  loft  the  confidence  of  the  people,  is  not  the  fubjeft  of  juridical  confidera-. 
tion  i  for  he  is  to  fufFer,  if  he  muft  fufFer,  not  for  their  judgement,  but  for 
his  own  aftions.     It  may  be  convenient  for  them  to  have  another  mafter ;  but 
it  is  a  convenience  of  their  own  making.     It  would  be  likewife  convenient 
for  him  to  find  another  fchool ;  but  this  convenience  he  cannot  obtaia*-«-The 
queftion  is  not  what  is  now  convenient,  but  what  is  generally  right.     If  the 
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pcopk  of  Campbelltown  be  diftrefled  by  the  rcftoration  of  the  rclpondent,      1772- 
they  arc  diftrefled  only  by  their  own  feult  j  by  turbulent  paflions  and  unrea-  j^JIJfT^ 
fonable  defires ;   by  tyranny,  which  law  has  defeated,  and  by  malice  which 
virtue  has  furmounted." 

**  This,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  you  are  to  turn  in  your  mind,  and  make  the  beft 
ufe  of  it  you  can  in  your  fpeech.'* 

Of  our  friend  Goldfmith  lie  faid,  *^  Sir,  he  is  fo  much  afraid  of  being 
unnoticed,  that  he  often  talks  merely  left  you  fliould  forget  that  he  is  in  the 
company/'  Boswell.  "Yes,  he  ftands  forward.*'  Johnson.  "True,  Sir; 
but  if  a  man  is  to  ftand  forward,  he  fhould  wifh  to  do  it  not  in  an  aukward  pof- 
ture,  not  in  rags,  not  fo  as  that  he  fhaU  only  be  expofed  to  ridicule."  Boswell. 
"  For  my  part,  I  like  very  well  to  hear  honeft  Goldfmith  talk  away  carelefsly." 
Johnson.  "  Why  yes,  Sirj  but  he  fhould  not  like  to  hear  himfclf." 

On  Tuefday,  April  14,  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Seflion  in  the  fchool* 
onafter's  caufe  was  reverfed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  after  a  very  eloquent 
ipeech  by  Lord  Mansfield,  who  fhewed  himfclf  an  adept  in  fchool  difcipline^ 
but  I  thought  was  too  rigorous  towards  my  client.  On  the  evening  of  the 
next  day  I  fupped  with  Dr.  Johnfon,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  in  the 
Strand,  in  company  with  Mr.  Langton  and  his  brother-in-law.  Lord  Binning, 
I  repeated  a  fentence  of  Lord  Mansfield's  ipeech,  of  which,  by  the  aid  of  Mr. 
Longlands,  the  folicitor  on  the  other  fide,  who  obligingly  allowed  me  to  com- 
pare his  note  with  my  own,  I  have  a  fiiU  copy :  "  My  I^ords,.  feverity  is  not 
the  way  to  govern  either  boys  or  men."  "  Nay,  (faid  Johnfon,)  it  is  the  way 
to  govern  them.    I  know  not  whether  it  be  the  way  to  mend  them." 

I  talked  of  the  recent  expulfion  of  fix  ftudents  from  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  who  were  methodifls,  and  would  not  defift  fi-om  publickly  praying 
and  exhorting.  Johnson.  *'  Sir,  that  expulfion  was  extremely  juft  and 
proper.  What  have  they  to  do  at  an  Univerfity  who  are  not  willing  to  be 
taught,  but  will  prefume  to  teach  ?  Where  is  religion  to  be  learnt  but  at  an 
Univerfity  ?  Sir,  they  were  examined,  and  found  to  be  mighty  ignorant 
fellows."  Boswell.  '*  But,  was  it  not  hard.  Sir,  to  expel  them,  for  I  am 
told  they  were  good  beings  ?"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  believe  they  might  be  good 
beings  j  but  they  were  not  fit  to  be  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford.  A  cow  is  a 
very  good  animal  in  the  field  j  but  we  turn  her  out  of  a  garden."  Lord 
£libank  ufed  to  repeat  this  as  an  illuftration  uncommonly  happy. 

Defirous  of  calling  Johnfon  forth  to  talk,  and  exercife  his  wit,  tliough  I 
fhould  myfclf  be  the  objed  of  it,  I  refolutely  ventured  to  undertake  the 
iie&nce  of  convivial  indulgence  in  wine,  though  he  was  not  to-night  in  the 
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moft  genial  humoun  After  urging  the  common  plaufible  topicks,  I  at  laft 
had  recourfe  to  the  maxim,  in  vino  Veritas  j  a  man  who  is  well  warmed  with 
wine' will  fpeak  truth.  Johnson.  «  Why,  Sir,  that  may  be  an  argument  for 
drinking,  if  you  fuppofe  men  in  general  to  be  liars.  But,  Sir,  I  would  not 
keep  company  with  a  fellow  who  lyes  as  long  as  he  is  fober,  and  whom  you 
muft  make  drunk  before  you  can  get  a  word  of  truth  out  of  him^" 

'Mr.  Langton  told  us  he  was  about  to  eftablifh  a  fehool  upon  his  eftate,  but 
it  had  been  fuggefted  to  him,  that  it  might  have  a  tendency  to  make  the 
people  lefs  induftrious.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir.  While  learning  to  read  and 
write  is.  a  diftindtion,  the  few  who  have  that  diftinftion  may  be  the  lefs  inclined 
to  work :  but  when  every  body  learns  to  read  and  write,  it  is  no  longer  a 
diftinftion.  A  man  who  has  a  laced  waiftcoat  is  too  fine  a  man  to  work ;  but  if 
every  body  had  laced  waiftcoats,  we  fhould  have  people  working  in  laced  waift- 
coats.  There  are  no  people  whatever  more  induftrious,  none  who  work  more> 
than  our  manufafturers ;  yet  they  have  all  learnt  to  read  and  write.  Sirj^ 
you  muft  not  negled  doing  a  thing  immediately  good,  from  fear  of  remote 
evil  i-— from  fear  of  its  being  abufed.  A  man  who  has  candles  may  fit  up  too 
late,  which  he  would  not  do  if  he  had  not  candles  5  but  nobody  will  deny  that 
the  art  of  making  candles,  by  which  light  is  continued  to  us  beyond  the  time 
that  the  fun  gives  us  light,  is  a  valuable  art,  and  ought  to  be  preferved."' 
BbswELL.  ^*  But,  Sir,  would  it  not  be  better  to  follow  Natui^e  5  and  go  to 
bed  and  rife  juft  as  Nature  gives  us  light  or  with-holds  it  V*  Johnson'.  *'  No^ 
Sir  i  for  then  we  fhould  have  no  kind  of  equality  in  the  partition  of  our  rime 
between  fleeping  and  waking.  It  would  be  very  different  in  different  feafbns 
and  in  different  places.  In  fbme  of  the  northern  parts  of  Scodand  how  litde 
light  is  there  in  the  depth  of  winter !" 

We  talked  of  Tacitus,  and  I  hazarded  an  (Jpinion^  that  with  aQ  his  meric 
kt  penetration,,  fhrewdnefs  of  judgement,,  and  terfcncfs  of  expreflion,  he  vfsa, 
uoo  compaftj^  too  much  broken  into  hints^  as  it  were,  and  therefore  too  diffi- 
cult to  be  underftood.  To  ray  great  fatisfaftion  Dr.  Johnfon  landioned  thia 
opinioiv  ^*  Tacitus,  Sir,  feems  to  me  rather  to  have  made' notes  for  an  hif- 
t»rical  work>  than  to  have  written  a  hiftory  *..'* 

»  Mrs.  Piozzi,  in  her  "  Anecdotes/'^  p.  a6f  >  has  given  an  oronttous  account  of  this  incideat*. 
as  of  many  others.  She  pretends  tor  relate  it  from  recolkaion,  as  if  ihe  herfelf  had  been  prcfent  ^ 
when  the  fact  is,  that  it  was  comnaunicated  lo'  her  by  me.  She  has  rcprefentcd  it  a&  a  per- 
iboality,  and  the  true  point  has  efcaped  h«r. 

•  It  ifl  rtmarkabJc,  that  Loid  Monboddo,  whom  on  account  of  his  refembling'  Dr.  Johnfon  in 
fcose  particulaw,  Foote  called  aa  Elzevir  edition  of  hip,  has,  by  coincidence,  made  tfad  rciy 
&WC  temark*     Origin  and  Progrefi  of  Language^  voL  iiii.  zd  edit*  p.  2I9. 
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At  this  time  it  appears  from  his  *'  Prayers  and  Meditations/'  that  he  had      i??^* 
been  more  than  commonly  diligent  in  religious  duties,  particularly  in  reading  '^^63. 
the  holy  fcriptures.     It  was  Paffion  Week,    that  folemn  fcafon  which  the 
Chriftian  world  has  appropriated  to  the  commemoration  of  the  myftcries  of 
our  redemption,  and  during  which,  whatever  embers  of  religion  arc  in  our 
brcafts,  will  be  kindled  into  pious  warmth. 

I  paid  Jiim  fliort  vifits  both  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  feeing  his  large 
fehbo  Greek  Teftament  before  him,  beheki  him  with  a  reverential  awe,  and 
would  not  intrude  upon  his  time.  While  he  was  thus  employed  to  fiich  good 
purpofe,  and  while  his  friends  in  their  intercourse  with  him  conftantly  found 
a  vigorous  inteUeft  and  a  lively  imagination,  it  is  niefencholy  to  read  in  his 
private  regifter,^  "  My  mind  is  unfcttled  and  my  memory  confufed.  I  have 
of  late  turned  my  dioughts  with  a  very  ufelefe  eameftnefs  upon  paft  incidents. 
I  have  yet  got  no  command  over  my  thoughts;  an  unpleafing  incident  is  almoft 
certain  to  hinder  my  reft^."  What  philofophick  heroifm  was  it  in  him  to 
appear  with  fuch  manly  fortitude  to  the  world,  while  he  was  inwardly  {o  dif- 
trefled !  We  may  furely  believe  that  the  myftcriaus  principle  of  being  "  made 
perfeiSt  through  fuffering,"  was  to  be  ftrpngly  exemplified  in  him. 

Ou  Sunday,  April  i9>  being  Eafter-day,  General  Paoli  and  I  paid  him  a 
vifit  before  dinner*  We  talked  of  the  notion  that  blind  perfons  can  diftinguifli 
colours  by  the  toucL  Johnfon  iaid,  that  Profellbr  Sanderibn  mentions  his 
having  attempted  to  do  it,  but  that  he  found  he  was  aiming  at  an  impoflibility  ^ 
that  to  be  fore  a  difference  in  the  furface  makes  the  difference  of  colours ;  but 
that  difference  is  fo  fine,  that  it  is  not  fenfible  to  the  touch.  The  General 
mentioned  jugglers  and  fraudulent  gamdlers,  who  could  know  cards  by  th<j 
touch.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  '^  the  cards  ufed  by  fuch  perfons  muft  be  left 
-  {>olifhed  than  ours  ccnnmonly  are." 

We  talked  of  founds.  The  General  faid,  there  was  no  beauty  in  a  fimpic 
found  but  only  in  an  harmonious  compofition  of  founds.  I  prefumed  to  differ 
from  this  opinion,  and  mentioned  the  fofi:  and  fweet  found  of  a  fine  woman's 
voice.  Johnson.  ^  No,  Sir,  if  a  ferpent  or  a  toad  uttered  it,  you  would  think 
it  ugly,"  BoswELL.  "  So  you  would  think.  Sir,  were  a  beautifol  tune  to  be 
uttered  by  one  of  thofe  animals."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  it  would  be  admired. 
We  have  feen  fine  fidlers  whom  we  liked  as  little  as  toads,"  (laughing). 

Talking  on  the  fubjeft  of  tafte  in  the  arts,  he  faid,  that  difference  of  taftc 
was,  in  truth,  difference  of  fkill.     Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  is  there  not  a  quality 

»  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p,  iii* 
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I??**  called  tafte,  which  confifts  merely  in  perception  or  in  liking  ?  For  inftance> 
^uCss.  ^^  ^^  people  differ  much  as  to  what  is  the  beft  flyle  of  Englifh  compofition^ 
Some  think  Swift's  the  beft ;  others  prefer  a  fiiUer  and  grander  way  of  writing/* 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  muft  firft  define  what  you  mean  by  flyle,  before  you  can 
judge  who  has  a  good  tafte  in  flyle,  and  who  has  a  bad.  The  two  ckfles  of 
perfons  whom  you  have  mentioned  don't  differ  as  to  good  and  bad.  They  both 
agree  that  Swift  has  a  good  neat  flyle ;  but  one  loves  a  neat  flyle,  another  loves  a 
flyle  of  more  fplendour.  In  like  manner,  one  loves  a  plain  coat,  another  loves 
a  laced  coat;  but  neither  will  deny  that  each  is  good  in  its  kind.'* 

While  I  remained  in  London  this  fpring>  I  was  with  him  at  feveral  other 
times,  both  by  himfelf  and  in  company.  I  dined  with  him  one  day  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  in  the  Strand,  with  Lord  Elibank>  Mr.  Langton, 
and  Dr.  Vanfittart  of  Oxford.  Without  (pecifying  each  particular  day,  I  have 
preferved  the  following  memorable  things. 

I  regretted  the  refleftion  in  his  Preface  to  Shaklpeare  againft  Garrick,  to 
whom  we  cannot  but  apply  the  following  paflage :  "  I  collated  fuch  copies  as 
I  could  procure,  and  wiftied  for  more,  but  have  not  found  the  colleftors  of 
thefe  rarities  very  communicative."  I  told  him,  that  Garrick  had  complained 
to  me  of  it,  and  had  vindicated  himfelf  by  aflliring  me,  that  Johnfbn  was 
made  welcon^e  to  the  ftiU  ufe  of  his  colle6liori>  and  that  he  left  the  key  of  ic 
with  a  fervant,  with  orders  to  have  a  fire  and  every  convenience  for  him.  I 
found  Johnfon's  notion  was,  that  Garrick  wanted  to  be  courted  for  them,  and 
that,  on  the  contrary,  Garrick  fliould  have  courted  him)  and  fcnt  him  the 
plays  of  his  own  accord.  But,  indeed,  confidering  the  flovcnly  and  carelefi 
manner  in  which  books  were  treated  by  Johnfon,  it  could  not  be  expe£ted 
that  fcarce  and  valuable  editions  fliould  have  been  lent  to  him.  '- 

A  gentleman  having  to  ibme  of  the  ufual  arguments  for  drinking  added 
this :  "  You  know.  Sir,  drinking  drives  away  care,  and  makes  us  forget  what- 
ever is  dilagreeable.  Would  not  you  allow  a  man  to  drink  for  djat  reafbn  ?" 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir^  if  he  fat  next  jw."^ 

I  exprefled  a  liking  for  Mr.  Francis  Ofljorn's  works,  and  afked  him  what 
he  thought  of  that  writer.  He  anfwered*  "  A  conceited  fellow.  Were  a 
man  to  write  fo  now,  the  boys  would  throw  ftones  at  him."  He  however  did 
not  alter  my  opinion  of  a  favourite  authour^  to  whom  I  was  firft  direfted  by 
his  being  quoted  in  "  The  Spedtator,"  and  in  whom  I  have  found  much 
flirewd  and  lively  fenfe,  expreflfed  indeed  in  a  ftyle  Ibmewhat  quaint,  which, 
however,  I  do  not  diflike.  His  book  has  an  air  of  originality.  We  figure 
to  ourfelves  an  ancient  gentleman  talking  to  us. 
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When  one  of  his  friends  endeavoured  to  maintain  that  a  country  gentleman      H?** 
might  contrive  to  pafs  his  life  very  agreeably,  «  Sir,  (faid  he,)  you  cannot  ^M/axTes. 
give  me  an  inftance  of  any  man  who  is  permitted  to  lay  out  his  own  time, 
contriving  not  to  have  tedious  hours."     This  obfervation,  however,  is  equally 
applicable  to  gentlemen  who  live  in  ciries,  and  are  of  no  profeflion. 

He  laid,  "  there  is  no  permanent  national  character  -,  it  varies  according  to 
circumftances.  Alexander  the  Great  fwept  India:  now  the  Turks  fweep 
Greece." 

A  learned  gendeman  who  in  the  courfe  of  converfation  wifhed  to  inform  us 
of  this  fimple  faft,  that  the  Counfel  upon  the  circuit  at  Shrew/bury  were  much 
bitten  by  fleas,. took,  I  fuppofe,  feven  or  eight  minutes  in  relating  it  circum- 
ftantially.  He  in  a  plenitude  of  phrafe  told  us,  that  large  bales  of  woollen  cloth 
were  lodged  in  the  town-hall ; — that  by  reafon  of  this,  fleas  neftled  there  in 
prodigious  numbers ;— that  the  lodgings  of  the  Counfel  were  near  to  the 
town-hall; — ^and  that  thofe  litde  animals  moved  from  place  to  place  with 
wonderful  agility.  Johnibn  fat  in  great  impadence  till  the  gendeman  had 
finilhed  his  tedious  narrative,  and  then  burft  out,  "  It  is  a  pity.  Sir,  that  yoif 
have  not  fccn  a  lion  >  for  a  flea  has  taken  you  fuch  a  time>  that  a  lion  mufi 
have  lerved  you  a  twelvemonth'/^ 

He  would  not  allow  Scodand  to  derive  any  credit  from  Lord  Mansfield  5 
fi)r  he  was  educated  in  England.  ^'  Much  (faid  he,)  may  be  made  of  a 
Scotchman,  if  he  be  caught  young.** 

Talking  of  a  modern  hiflorian  and  a  modem  moralifl,  he  faid,  "  There  is 
more  thought  in  the  moralift  than  in  the  hiftorian.  There  is  but  a  fhallow 
ftream  of  thought  in  hiflory."  Boswell.  "  But  furely,  Sir,  an  hiflorian  has 
rcfleftion."  Johnson.  "  Why  yes.  Sir;  and  fb  has  a  cat  when  fhe  catches  a 
moufe  for  her  kitten.  But  fhc  cannot  write  like  the  moralift  i  neither  can  the 
hiftorian." 

He  faid,  "  I  am  very  unwilling  to  read  the  manufcripts  of  authours,  and 
give  them  my  opinion.  If  the  authours  who  apply  to  me  have  money,  I 
bid  them  boldly  print  without  a  name  5  if  they  have  written  in  order  to  get 
money,  I  tell  them  to  go  to  the  bookfellers,  and  make  the  beft  bargain 
they  can."  Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  if  a  bookfeller  fhould  bring  you  a  manu- 
fcript  to  look  at."— Johnson.  ^*  Why,  Sir,  I  would  dcfirc  the  bookfeller  to 
take  it  away.'* 

*  Mrs.  Fiovzi,  to  whom  I  to!d  this  anecdote,  hat  related  it^  ai  if  the  gentleman  had  given 
**  the  natural  hiftofy  of  the  mw/e!*    Anecdotes*  p.  191. 
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?77**  I  mentioned  a  friend  of  mine  who  had  refided  long  in  Spain^  and  was 
^^Jf^  unwilling  to  return  to  Britain.  Jqhnsqk.  **  Sir,  he  is  attached  to  fome 
woman,*'  Boswell.  *'  I  rather  believe.  Sir,  it  is  the  fine  climate  which  keeps( 
him  there."  JoHNaou.  •*  Nay,  Sir,  how  can  you  talk  fb  ?  What  is  climai^ 
to  happinefs  ?  Place  me  in  the  heart  of  Afia,  fhould  I  not  be  exiled  ?  Whj^t 
proportion  does  climate  bear  to  the  complex  fyftem  of  human  life.  You  may 
advife  me  to  go.  and  live  at  Bologna  to  eat  faufages.  The  laufages  there,  are 
the  beft  in  the  world  i  they  lofe  much  by  being  carried." 

On  Saturday,  May  9,  Mr,  Dempfter  and  I  had  agreed  to  dine  by  ourfehres 
^t  thp  Britilh  cofFee-houfe,  Johnfon,  on  whom  I  happened  to  call  ia  the 
morning,  f^id,  he  would  join  us,  which  he  did,  an4  we  fpent  a  veiy  pkafant 
^ay,  though  I  recolleft  but  little  of  what  pafled. 

He  faid,  ^*  Walpole  was  a  minifter  given  by  the  King  to  the  people :  Pitt 
was  a  minifter  given  by  the  people  to  die  King, — as  an  adjunft." 

"  Xhe  misfortune  of  Goldfmith  in  converfation  is  this :  he  goes  on  without 
Jcnowing  how  he  is  to  get  off.  His  genius  is  great,  but  his  knowledge  is 
jfmall.  As  they  fay  of  a  generous  man,  it  is  a  pity  he  is  not  rich  -,  we  may 
fey  of  Goldfmith,  it  is  a^  pity  he  is  not  knowing.  He  would  not  keep  Us 
knowledge  to  himfelf." 

Before  leaving  London  this  yea?,  I  confulted  him  upon  a.  queftiou  purely 
^f  Scotch  law.  It  was  held  of  old,  and  continued  for  a  long  period,  to  be  an 
eftablifhed  principle  in  diat  law,  that  whoever  intermeddled  with  the  efiedts  of 
a  perfon  decealed,  without  the  interpofition  of  legal  authority  to  guard  againft 
embezzlement,  fhould  be  fubjefted  to  pay  all  the  debts  of  the  deceafed,  as 
having  been  guilty  of  what  was  technically  called  vjiious  intrmiffim.  The  Court 
pf  Seffion  had  gradually  relaxed  the  ftridtnels  of  this  principle,  where  the  injcer'- 
ference  proved  had  been  inconfiderable.  In  a  cafe '  which  came  before  that 
Court  the  preceding  winter,  I  had  laboured  to  perfuade  the  Judges  to  return 
to  the  ancient  la,w.  It  was  my  own  fincere  opinion,  that  they  ought  to  adhere  to 
it;  but  I  had  exhaufted  all  my  powers  of  reafoning  in  vairu  Johnfon  thought 
as  I  did  i  and  in  order  to  aflift  me  in  my  application  to  the  Couift  for  a  revifioa 
and  alteration  of  the  judgement,  he  dictated  to  me  the  following  argunoent: 

"  This,  we  are  told,  is  a  law  which  has  its  force  only  from  the  long  prac- 
tice of  the  Court ;  a/id  may,  therefore,  be  fu^ended  or  modified  as  the  Court 
Ihall  think  proper. 

*'  Concerning  the  power  of  the  Court  to  make  or  to  fufpend  a  law,  we  have 
no  intention  to  inquire.    Jt  is  fufficient  for  our  purpofe  that  every  juft  law  is 

*  Wilfon  againft  Smith  and  Armour. 
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diftated  by  reafon  j  and  that  the  praftice  of  cvdiy  legal  Court  is  regulated  by  1772. 
equity.  It  is  the  quality  of  reafon  to  be  inrariable  and  conftant;  and  of  ^^af  6^ 
equity,  to  give  to  one  man  what,  in  the  fame  cafe,  is  given  to  another.  The 
advantage  which  humanity  derives  from  law  is  this:  that  the  law  gives  every 
man  a  rule  of  aftion,  and  prcfcribes  a  mode  of  conduft  which  fhall  entide 
hhn  to  the  lupport  and  protection  of  Ibciety.  That  the  law  may  be  a  rule  of 
adtion,  it  is  neceflary  that  it  be  known  ;•— it  is  necoffary  that  it  be  permanent 
aad  ftable.  The  law  is  the  meafure  of  civil  right  -,  but  if  the  meafure  be 
changeable,  the  extent  of  the  thing  meafured  never  can  be  fetded. 

"  To  permit  a  law  to  be  modified  at  difcretion,  is  to  leave  the  community 
without  law.  It  is  to  withdraw  the  direftion  of  that  publick  wifdom,  by 
which  the  deficiencies  of  private  underftanding  are  to  be  fupplied.  It  is  to 
fufferthe  rafti  and  ignorant  to  aft  at  difcretion,  and  then  to  depend  for  the 
legality  of  that  aftion  on  the  fentence  of  the  Judge.  He  that  is  thus  governed, 
lives  not  by  lawy  but  by  opinion :  not  by  a  certain  rule  to  which  he  can  apply 
his  intention  before  he  afts,  but  by  an  uncertain  and  variable  opinion,  which 
he  can  never  know  but  after  he  has  committed  the  aft  on  which  that  opinion 
fhall  be  pafled.  He  lives  by  a  law  (if  a  law  it  be,)  which  he  can  never  know 
before  he  has  offended  it.  To  this  cafe  may  be  juftly  applied  that  important 
principle,  mtfera  eft  Jervitus  uhi  jus  eft  aut  incogni^um  aut  vagum.  If  Intromif- 
fion  be  not  criminal  till  it  exceeds  a  certain  point,  and  that  point  be  unfetdcd, 
and  eonfequendy  different  in  'different  minds,  the  right  of  Intromiffion,  and 
the  right  of  the  Creditor  arrfuig  from  it,  are  all  jura  vaga^  and,  by  corife- 
quence,  are  jura  incognita ;  and  the  refult  can  be  no  other  than  a  mifera 
Jervitus^  an  uncertainty  concerning  the  event  of  aftion,  a  fcrvile  dependance 
on  private  opinion. 

*^  It  may  be  urged,  and  with  great  plaufibility,  that  there  may  be  Intro- 
miffion without  fraud;  which,  however  true,  will  by  no  means  juftify  ail 
occafional  and  arbitrary  relaxation  of  the  law.  The  end  of  law  is  proteftion 
as  well  as  vengeance.  Indeed,  vengeance  is  never  ufed  but  to  ftrengthen 
prote6tion.  That  fociety  only  is  well  governed,  where  life  is  fi-eed  from  danger 
and  from  fulpicion  j  where  pofleffion  is  fo  fheltered  by  falutary  prohibitions, 
that  violation  is  prevented  more  frequendy  than  punifhed.  Such  a  prohibition 
was  this,  while  it  operated  with  its  original  force.  The  creditor  of  the  deceafed 
was  not  only  without  lofs,  but  without  fear.  He  was  not  to  feek  a  remedy 
for  an  injury  fuffered-j  for  injury  was  warded  off. 

**  As  the  law  has  been  fometimes  adminiftered,  it  lays  us  open  to  wounds, 
bccaufe  it  is  imagined  to  have  the  powef  of  healing.    To  punilh  fraud  when 
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it  IS  dctefted,  is  the  proper  aft  of  vindiftivc  jufHcc ;  but  to  prevent  frauds, 
and  make  punifhment  unneceflary,  is  the  great  employment  of  legiflative 
wifdom.  To  permit  Intromiffion,  and  to  punifh  fraud,  is  to  make  law  no 
better  than  a  pitfall.  To  tread  upon  the  brink  is  iafe  j  but  to  come  a  ftep 
further  is  deftruftion.  But,  furely,  it  is  better  to  cnclofe  the  gulf,  and  hinder 
all  accefs,  than  by  encouraging  us  to  advance  a  little,  to  entice  us  afterwards 
a  little  further,  and  let  us  perceive  our  folly  only  by  our  deftrudtion. 

**'  As  law  fupplies  the  weak  with  adventitious  ftrength,  it  likewife  enlightens 
.the  ignorant  widi  extrinfick  .underftanding.  Law  teaches  us  to  know  when  wc 
commit  injury,  and  when  we  fuffer  it.  It  fixes  certain  marks  upon  aftions, 
by  which  we  are  adraoniflaed  to  do  or  to  forbear  ttem.  ^iftbi  bene  temperaf 
in  licitisy  fays  one  of  the  fathers^  nunquam  cadet  in  illicita.  He  who  never  intro- 
mits at  all,  will  never  intromit  with  fraudulent  intentions. 

^"  The  relaxation  of  the  law  againft  vicious  intromiffion  has  been  very 
ifavouribly  reprefented  by  a  great  mailer  of  jurilprudence ',  whofe  words  have 
been  exhibited  with  unneceflary  pomp,  and  feem  to  be  confidered  as  irrefiftibly 
decifive.  The  great  moment  of  his  authority  makes  it  neceflary  to  examine 
his  pofition.  *  Some  ages  ago,  (fays  he,)  before  the  ferocity  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  part  of  the  ifland  was  lubdued,  the  utmoft  feverity  of  the  civil  law  was 
j^eccflary,  to  reftrain  individuals  from  plundering  each  other.  Thus,  the 
rman  who  intermeddled  irregularly  with  the  moveables  of  a  perfon  deceafcd, 
was  fubjefted  to  all  the  debts  of  the  deceafed  without  limitation.  This 
makes  a  branch  of  the  law  of  Scotland,  known  by  the  name  of  vicious  intro^ 
mffion  J  and  fo  rigidly  was  this  regulation  applied  in  our  Courts  of  Law,  that 
the  moll  trifling  moveable  abft:rafted  mold  fide,  fubjefted  the  intermeddler  ' 
to  the  foregomg  confequences,  which  proved  in  many  inftances  a  mofl  rigo- 
rous puniftiment.  But  this  feverity  was  neceflary,  in  order  to  fubduc  the 
undifciplined  nature  of  our  people.  It  is  extremely  remarkable,  that  in  pro- 
portion to  our  improvement  in  manners,  this  regulation  has  been  gradually 
foftcned,  and  applied  by  our  fovereign  Court  with  a  Iparing  hand.* 

"  I  find  myfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  obferving,  that  this  learned  and  judi- 
cious writer  has  hot  accurately  diftinguiftied  the  deficiencies  and  demands  of 
the  different  conditions  of  human  life,  which,  from  a  degree  of  lavagencfs  and 
independence,  in  which  all  laws  are  vain,  paflcs  or  may  pafs,  by  innumerable 
gradations,  to  a  ftate  of  reciprocal  benignity,  in  which  laws  fluUbe  no  longer 
jicceflary.     Men  are  firft  wild  and  unfocial,  living  each  man  to  himfelf,  taking 

■  Lord  Kamcs,  in  his  *'  HiHorical  Law  Traas,'* 
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from  the  weak,  and  lofing  to  the  ftrong.  In  their  firfl:  coalitions  of  focicty,  i77*- 
much  of  this  original  favagencfs  is  retained.  Of  general  happinels,  the  produft  ^tatl  63. 
of  general  confidence,  there  is  yet  no  thought.  Men  continue  to  profecute  their 
own  advantages  by  the  neareft  way  5  and  the  utmoft  feverity  of  the  civil  law 
is  neccffary  to  reftrain  individuals  from  plundering  each  other.  The  reftraints 
then  neceffary,  are  reftraints  from  plunder,  from  afts  of  publick  violence,  and 
undifguifed  oppreflion.  The  ferocity  (rfour  anceftors,  as  of  all  other  nations, 
produced  not  fraud  but  rapine.  They  had  not- yet  learned  to  cheat,  and 
attempted  only  to  rob.  As  manners  grow  more  poUfhed,  with  the  knowledge 
of  good,  men  attain  likewifc  dexterity  in  evil.  Open  rapine  becomes  lefs 
frequent,  and  violence  gives  way  to  cunning.  Thofe  who  before  invaded 
paftures  and  ftormed  houfes,  now  begin  to  enrich  themfelves  by  unequal  con- 
tracts and  fraudulent  intromiflions.  It  is  not  againft  the  violence  of  ferocity, 
but  the  circumventions  of  deceit,  ^that  this  law  was  framed  j  and  I  am  afraid 
the  increafe  of  commerce,  and  the  inceflant  ftrugglc  for  riches  which  com- 
merce excites,  give  us  no  prolpeft  of  an  end  Ipeedily  to  be  expefted  of 
artifice  and  fraud.  It  therefore  feems  to  be  no  very  conclufive  reafonmg, 
which  conneds  thofe  two  propofitions  i — ^  the  nation  is  become  lefs  ferocious, 
\nd  therefore  the  laws  againft  fraud  and  coven  jQiall  be  relaxed.' 

"  Whatever  reafon  may  have  influenced  the  Judges  to  a  relaxation  of  the . 
law,  it  was  not  that  the  nation  was  grown  lefs  fierce ;   and,   I  am  afraid,   it 
cannot  be  alErmed  that  it  is  grown  lefs  fraudulent. 

**  Since  this  law  has  been  reprefented  as  rigoroufly  and  unreafonably  penal^ 
it  feems  not  improper  to  confider  what  arc  the  conditions  and  qualities  that 
make  the  juftice  or  propriety  of  a  penal  law. 

**  To  make  a  penal  law  reafonable  and  juft,  two  conditions  are  neceflary, 
and  two  proper.  It  is  neceflary  that  the  law  Ihouki  be  adequate  to  its  end ; 
that,  if  it  be  obferved,  it  (hall  prevent  the  evil  againft  which  it  it  direded. 
It  is,  fecondly,  necefl^  that  the  end  of  the  law  be  of  iiich  importance,  as  to 
deferve  the  fecurity  of  a  penal  fanftion.  The  other  conditions  of  a  penal  law, 
which  though  not  abfolutely  neceflary,  arc  to  a  very  high  degree  fit,  are, 
that  to  the  moral  violation  of  the  law  there  are  many  temptadons,  and  that 
of  the  phyfical  obfervance  there  is  great  facility. 

"  All  thefe  conditions  apparendy  concur  to  juftify  the  law  which  we  are 
now  confidering.  Its  end  is  the  fecurity  of  property  j  and  property  very 
often  of  great  value.  The  method  by  which  it  effcfts  the  fecurity  is  efiica- 
clous,  becaufe  it  admits,  in  its  origmal  rigour,  no  gradadons  of  injury ;  but 
keeps  guilt  and  innocence  apart>  by  a  diftind  and  definite  limitation.    He 
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that  intromits,  is  criminal  $  he  that  intromits  not,  is  innocent.    Of  the  two 

fccondary  confiderations  it  cannot  be  denied  that  bodi  are  in  our  favour.    The 

temptation  to  intromit  is  frequent  and  ftrong ;  fo  ftrong  and  fo  frequent,  as 

to  require  the  utmoft  aftivity  of  juftice,  and  vigilanct  of  caution,  to  withftand 

its  prevalence  5  and  the  method  by  wHich  a  man  may  entitle  himfclf  to  legal 

intromiffion  is  fo  open  and  fo  fecik,  that  to  negleft  it  is  a  proof  of  fraudulent 

intention ;  for  why  Ihould  a  man  omit  to  do  (but  for  reafons  which  he  will 

not  confefs,)  that  which  he  can  do  fo  eafily,  and  that  which  he  knows  to  be 

required  by  the  law?      If  temptation  were  rare,    a  penal  law  mi^t  be 

deemed  unneccffary.     If  the  duty  enjoined  by  the  law  were  of  difficult  per-* 

formance,   omiflion,   though  it   could   not   be  juftified,    might  be  pitied* 

But  in  the  prefent  cafe,    neither  equity  nor  compaffion  operate  againft  it* 

A  ufcful,   a  neceflary  kw  is  broken,  not  only  without  a  reafonoble  motive^ 

but  with  all  the  inducements  to  obedience  that  can  be  derived  fixxn  lafety  and 

facility. 

"  I  therefore  return  to  my  original  pofition,  that  a  law,  to  have  its  efied> 

muft  be  permanent  and  liable.  It  may  be  laid,  in  the  language  of  the  fchools^ 
Lex  non  recepit  majus  it  miuusy — ^we  may  have  a  law,  or  we  may  have  no  law^ 
but  we  cannot  have  half  a  law«  We  muft  either  have  a  rule  of  a£tion>  or  be 
permitted  to  a£i:  by  difcretion  and  by  chance.  Deviations  from  the  law  mult 
be  uniformly  puniihed,  or  no  man  can  be  certain  when  he  (hall  be  &fe. 

«  That  from  the  rigour  of  the  original  inftitution  this  Court  has  fometimes 
departed,  cannot  be  denied.  But,  as  it  is  evident  that  fuch  deviations,  as  they 
make  law  uncertain,  make  life  uniafe,  I  hope>  that  <^  departing  from  it 
there  will  now  be  an  end  j  that  the  wifilom  of  our  ancdlors  will  be  treated 
with  due  reverence  ^  and  that  confiftent  and  fteady  decifions  will  fumifli  the 
people  with  a  rule  of  a£tion>  and  leave  fraud  and  fraudulent  intromiffion  no 
future  hope  of  impunity  or  efcape."    . 

With  ftidi  compfehenfion  of  mind,  and  fuch  cleafnefe  of  penetraitd¥i,  did  h6 
thus  treat  a  fubje<%  akogether  new  to  him,  without  any  odier  pfeparatkm 
than  my  having  ftated  to  him  the  arguments  which  had  been  ufed  oft  each  lldc 
of  the  queftion.  His  inteUedual  powers  appeared  with  peculiar  hifti^,  when 
tried  againft  thofe  of  a  writer  of  fo  mXKh  fante  as  Loid  Karnes^  and  diat  too 
in  his  Lord&ip's  own  department. 

This  mafterly  argument,  after  being  pre&ced  and  concloded  with  fome 
fentcnces  of  my  own,  aiid  gamilhed  with  tiie  ufual  formularies,  was  aduaBf 
printed  and  laid  before  the  Lords  of  Seffion,  but  witiiout  fucccfe.  My 
refpefted  friend  Lord  Hailes,  howev«->  one  of  that  honourable  body,   had 

I  critical 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LrF5-OF    DR.    JOHNSON,  '        jg, 

tritictl  fagacity  enough  to  difbovcr  a  jmore  than  ordinary  hand  in  the  PiHtm.  »77«- 
I  told  him  that  Dr.  Johnfon  had  favoured  me  with  his  pen-  His  Lordfliip,  ^^763! 
with  wondfirfiil  acumetty  pointed  out  cxaftiy  where  his  compofition  began,  and 
where  it  ended  But  that  I  may  do  impartial  juftice,  and  conform  to  the 
great  rule  of  Courts,  Suum  cuique  tribuitOy  I  muft  add,  that  their  Lordfhips  in 
general,  though  they  were  pleafe4  to  call  this  «  a  well-drawn  paper,"  pre- 
ferred the  former  very  inferiour  petition  which  I  had  written  j  thus  confirm- 
ing the  truth  6f  an  obfervation  made  to  me  hy  one  of  their  number,  in  a 
merry  mood :  "  My  dear  Sir,  give  yourfelf  no  trouble  in  the  compofition 
of  the  papers  Jrou  prefent  to  usi  for,  indeed,  it  is  cafting  pearls  before 
fwine." 

I  renewed  my  felicitations  that  he  would  this  year  accomplifli  his  long- 
intended  vifit  to  Scotland. 

To  James  Qoswsll,  Efy. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"THE  regret  has  not  been  little  with  which  I  have  mifled  a  journey 
fo  pre]g;n4nt  with  plcafing  expeftations,  as  that  in  which  I  could  prqmife  my- 
felf  not  only  the  gratification  of  curiofity,  both  rational  and  fancifijl,  but  the 
delight  of  ^eing  thofe  whom  I  love  and  cfteem,  ♦*♦*♦*♦**♦  ♦^ 
But  fuch  has  been  the  courfe  of  things,  that  I  could  not  come ;  and  fuch  ha^ 
been,  J  aip  affaid,  the  ftate  of  my  body,  that  it  would  not  well  have  fe<x)nde4 
my  inclination.  My  body,  I  think,  grows  better,  and  I  refer  my  hopes  to 
another  year;  for  I  am  very  finccre  in  my  defign  tQ  pay  the  vifjt,  and  take 
the  ramble.  In  the  mean  time,  do  not  omit  any  opportunity  of  keeping  up 
a  favourable  opinion  of  me  in  the  minds  of  any  of  my  ^ends.  Beattie's 
book  is,  I  beMeve,  every  day  moi«  liked  i  at  leaft^  I  like  it  moxie,  as  I  Idok 
more  lupon  It. 

<M  am  glad  if  you  got  credit  by  your  ca^ie,  and  jam  yet  qf  opinion  that 
pur  caufe  was  good,  and  that  the  determin^ttion  ougl^t  to  h^vie  Ibeqn  in  your 
fy^wr.    Poor  Haftie,  ]  think,  had  but  h^s  deferts. 

'^  You  promifed  to  get  me  a  littl/e  Pkidar^  and  may  add  to  it  a  litde 
Anacreon. 

•^  The  leifurc  which  I  cannot  ipnjoy,  k  will  he  a  pleafure  to  hear  that  you 
employ  upon  the  antiquities  of  the  feudal  «ftablifliment.  The  whole  fyftem 
of  ancient  tenures  is  gradually  paffing  away  j  and  I  wifli.to  have  the  know- 
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ledge  of  it  preferved  adequate  and  compkte^  For  llich  an  inftitution  makes 
a  very  important  part  of  the  hiftory  of  mankind.  Do  not  forget  a  defign 
fo  worthy  of  a  fcholar  who  ftudies  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  of  a  gentle^ 
man  who  may  naturally  be  curious  to  know  the  condition  of  his  own 
anceftors.    I  amj  dear  Sir, 

**  Yours  with  great  affeftion, 
•♦  Auguft3i>  1772*  Sam.  Jojtn^on." 

To  Dr.  Johnson. 
«  My  dear  Sir,  Edinburgji^ Dec. 25,  1 772V 

"  I  was  much  disappointed  that  you  did  not  come  to  Scotland  laft 
autumn.  However,  I  muft  own  that  your  letter  prevents  me  from  complain- 
ing ;  not  only  becaufe  I  am  fenfible  that  the  ftate  of  your  health  was  but 
too  good  an  excufe,  but  becaufe  you  write  in  a  ftrain  which  fliews  that  yoit 
have  agreeable  views  of  the  fcheme  which  we  have  fo  long  propofed. 

^^  I  communicated  to  Beaftie  what  you  faid.of  his  book  in  your  laft  letter 
to  me.  He  writes  to  me  thus :  ,*  You  judge  very  rightly  in  luppofing  that 
Dr.  Johnfon's  favourable  opmion  of  my  book  muft  give  me  great  delight- 
Indeed  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  lay  how  much  I  am  gratified  by  it ;  for  there 
is  not  a  man  upon  earth  whofe  good  opinion  I  would  be  more  ambitious  to 
cultivate^  His  talents  and  his  virtues  I  reverence  more  than  any  words  can 
exprels.  The  extraordinary  civilities,  (the  paternal  attentions  I  fhould  rather 
fey,)  and  the  many  inftruftions  I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  him,, 
will  to  me  be  a  perpetual  fource  of  pleafiire  in  the  recolTeftion.. 

^  Dum  foemor  i^e  m6  dumjpirkus  hos  regel  artusl 

*  I  had^ftill  fome  thoughts,  while  the  fummer  lafted,  of  being  obliged  to 
go  to  London  on  fome  little  bufinels ;  otherwife  I  fhould  certainly  have 
troubled  him  with  a Jetter  fcvcral  months  ago,  and  given  fome  vent  to  my 
gratitude  and  admiration..  This  "I  intend  to  do,^  as  foon  as  I  am  left  a  little  at 
leifure.  Mean  time,  if  you  have  oceafion  to  write  to  him,  I  beg  you  will 
offer  him  my  moft  refpe<9iiil  compliments,  and  afTurc  him  of  the  finccrity  of 
my  attachment  and  the  warmth  of  my  gratitude.* 

»    •'    «    ♦    «    # 

*^  I  am,  &c, 

"James  Boswblj:..*' 
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In  1773  his  only  publication  was  an  edition  of  his  folio  Diftionary,  with 
additions  and  eorreftions  -,  nor  did  he,  fo  far  as  is  known,  furnifli  any  produc- 
tions of  his  fertile  pen  to  any  of  his  numerous  friends  or  dependants,  except  the 
Preface  *  to  his  old  amanuenfis  Macbean's  "  Dictionary  of  ancient  Geography.'* 
His  Shakfpeare,  indeed,  which  had  been  received  with  high  approbation  by  the 
publick,  and  gpne  through  feveral  editions,  was  this  year  re-publilhed  by 
George  Steevens,  Efq.  a  gendeman  not  only  deeply  fkilTed  in  ancient  learn- 
ing, and  of  very  extenfive  reading  in  Englifh  literature,  efpecially  the  early 
writers,  but  at  the  fa^me  time  of  acute  difcemment  and  elegant  tafte;.  It  is 
almoft  unneceflary  to  fay,  that  by  his  great  and  valuable  additions  to  Dt^ 
Johnfon's  work,  he  juftly  obtained  confiderable  reputation  : 

*'  Divifum  imperium  cum  Jove  dejdr  bahetJ.^ 

To  Jam£S  BoswiLLi  Efg.. 

"  Dear  Sik^ 

**  I  HAVE  read  your  kind  letter  much  more  than  the  elegant  Pindar 
which  it  accompanied.  I  am  dways  glad  to  find  myfelf  not  forgotten,  and  to 
be  forgotten  by  you  would  give  me  great  uneafinefs.  My  northern  friends 
have  never  been  unkind  to  me :  I  have  from  you,  dear  Sir,  teftimonies  of 
affection,  which  I  have  not  often  been  able  to  excite;  and  Dr.  Beattie  rates 
the  teflimony  which  I  was  defirous  of  paying  to  his  merit,  much  higher  than 
I  fhould  have  thought  it  reafonable  to  expert. 

"  I  have  heard  of  your  mafquerade.  What  fays  your  Synod  to  fuch  inno- 
vations ?  I  am  not  fhidiouily  fcrupxilous,  nor  do  I  tiitnk  a  mafquerade  either 
evil,  in  itfel^  or  very  likely  to  be  the  occafion  of  evil  j  yet- as  the  world  thinks- 
it  a  very  licentious  relaxation  of  manners,  I  woxild  not  have  been  one  of  the. 
frft  mafquers  in  a  country  where  no  mafquerade  had  ever  been  before*. 

*^  A  new  edition  of  my  great  Diftionary  is  printed,  from  a  copy  which  I 
was  perfuaded  to  revifej  but  having  made  no  preparation,  I  was  able  to  do 
very  litde.  Some  (uperfiuities  I  have  expunged,  and  fbme  faults  I  have  cor- 
rected, and  here  and  there  have  fcattered  a  remarks  but  the  main  fabrick  of 
the  work  remains  as  it  was.  I  had  looked  very  litde  into  it  fince  I  wrote  it, 
and,  I  think,  I  found  it  full  as  often  better,  as  worfe,  than  I  expe6ted. 

**  Baretti  and  Davies  have  had  a  furious  quarrel  j  a  quaircl^  I  think,  irre- 
concileable.    Dr;  Ooldfmith  has  a  new  comedy,  which  is  expefted  ia  the 

*  That  had  been  mafqueradei  in  Scotland  bcfoit;  bat  aot  for  a  veiy  long  tiaie. 
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Ipring.  No  name  is  yet  given  it.  The  chief  diTCrfion  arifes  from  a  ftrati^cm 
by  which  a  lover  is  made  to  miftakc  his  future  father-in-law's  houfe  for  an 
inn.  This,  you  fee,  borders  upon  farce.  The  dialogue  is  quick  and  gay, 
and  the  incidents  are  fo  prepared  as  not  to  fecm  improbable. 

«  I  am  forry  that  you  loft  your  caufc  of  Intromiilion,  becaufe  I  yet  think 
the  arguments  on  your  fide  unanlwerable.  But  you  feem,  I  think,  to  iay  that 
you  gained  reputation  even  by  your  defeat;  and  reputation  you  will  daily  gain, 
if  you  keep  Lord  Auchinlcck's  precept  in  your  mind,  and  endeavour  to  con- 
folidate  in  your  mind  a  firm  and  regular  fyftem  of  law,  inftead  of  picking  up 
occafional  fragments, 

"  My  health  fecms  in  general  to  improve  {  but  I  have  been  troubled  for 
many  weeks  with  a  vexatious  catarrh,  which  is  fometimes  fufficiently  diftrcfsful. 
I  have  not  found  any  great  effe6b  from  bleeding  and  phyfick ;  and  am  afraid, 
that  I  muft  expeft  help  from  brighter  days  and  Ibfter  air. 

*«  Write  to  me  now  and  then ;  and  whenever  any  good  befalls  you,  make 
hafte  to  let  me  know  it,  for  no  one  will  rejoice  at  it  more  than,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

«  Loiidon,  Feb24,  1773.  SaM.  JoHWSOW. 

'«  You  continue  to  ftand  vtry  high  in  the  favour  of  Mrs.  Thrak." 

On  Saturday,  April  3,  the  day  after  my  arrival  in  London  this  year,  I  wait 
to  his  houfe  late  in  the  evening,  and  fat  with  Mrs.  Williams  till  he  came 
home.  I  found  in  the  London  Chronicle,  Dr.  Goldfmith's  apology  to  the 
publick  for  beating  Evans,  a  bookfellcr,  on  account  of  a  paragraph  in  a  news- 
paper publilhed  by  him,  which  Goldlinith  thought  impertinent  to  him  and  to 
a  lady  of  his  acquaintance.  The  apology  was  written  fo  much  in  Dr.  Johnfon's 
manner,  diat  both  Mrs.  Williams  and  I  fuppojfed  it  to  be  his  j  but  when  he 
came  home  he  foon  undeceived  us.  When  he  faid  to  Mrs.  Williams,  «'  Well, 
Dr.  Goldfmidi's  mamf^  ha*  got  into  your  paper ;"  I  aflced  him  if  Dr. 
Goldfmich  had  written  it^  with  an  air  that  made  him  fee  I  fofpe^ted  it  was 
his,  though  fubfcribed  by  Goldfmith,  Johw sok.  «  Sir,  Vr.  Goldfinith  wouU 
no  nwe  have  aOced  me  to  write  fuch  a  thii^  as  thai:  for  him,  fjwi  he  wouW 
have*  aflced  me  to  feed  him  with  a  §ioon,  or  to  do  any  thing  elfe  that  denoted 
his  imbecijlity.  I  as  much  believe  that  he  wrote  it,  as  if  I  had  feen  him  do  it. 
Sir,^  had  he  (hewn  it  to  onqr  oiic  friend,  he  would  not  have  been  aUowcd  to 
publilh  it. '  He  has,  indeed,  done  it  very  well  5  but  it  is  a  foolilh  thing  well 
•  done.     I  fuppofc  he  has  been  fo  much  chxtd  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  new 
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comedy,  Aat  he  has  thought  every  thing  that  concerned  him  muft  be  of  im- 
portance to  the  publick."  Boswell.  '^  I  fancy.  Sir,  this  is  the  firft  time  that 
he  has  been  engaged  in  fuch  an  adventure."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  believe 
it  is  the  firft  time  he  has  ieal  j  he  may  have  ieen  teatm  before.  This,  Sir, 
is  a  new  plume  to  him." 

I  mentioned  Sir  John  Dalrymple's  "  Memoirs  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland/' 
8Uid  his  difcovcries  to  the  prejudice  of  Lord  Ruffel  and  Algernon  Sydney. 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  every  body  who  had  juft  notions  of  government  thought 
them  rafcals  before.  It  is  well  that  all  mankind  now  fee  them  to  be  rafcals." 
Boswell.  ^'  But,  Sir,  may  not  thofe  difcoveries  be  true  without  their  being 
rafcals."  Johnson.  "  Confider,  Sir  j  would  any  of  them  have  been  willing 
to  have  had  it  known  that  they  intrigued  with  France  ?  D^end  upon  it. 
Sir,  he  who  does  what  he  is  afraid  fhould  be  known,  has  ibmething  rotten 
about  him.  This  Dalrymple  feems  to  bean  honeft  fellow i  for  he  tells  equally 
what  makes  againft  both  fides.  But  nothing  can  be  poorer  than  his  mode  of 
writing :  it  is  the  mere  bouncing  of  a  fchool^boy.  Great  He  I  but  greater 
She !  and  fuch  ftuff." 

I  could  not  agree  with  him  in  this  criticifin  j  for  though  Sir  John  Dalrymple^s 
ftyle  is  not  regularly  formed  in  any  refped^  and  one  cannot  help  fmiling  fome-» 
times  at  his  aflfefted  grandiloquence^  there  is  in  his  writing  a  pointed  vivacity, . 
and  much  of  a  gentlemanly  Ipirit. 

At  Mr.  Thrale's,  in  the  evening,  he  repeated  his  ufual  paradoxical  decla* 
mation  againft  aftion  in  publick  (peaking.  "  A&ion  can  have  no  efieft  upon 
reafonable  minds.  It  may  augment  noife,  but  it  never  can  enforce  argument. 
If  you  fpeak  to  a  dog,  you  ufe  aAion ;  you  hold  up  your  hand  thus,- becauie 
he  is  a  brute  ^  and  in  proportion  as  nien  are  removed  from  brutes,  adtion  will. 
have  the  Icfs  influence  upon  them."  Mrs.  Thrale.  •*  What  dien,  Sir^ 
becomes  of  Demoflhenes's  iaying  ?  *  Aftion,  aAion,  aiStion !"  Johnson. 
*<  Demofthenes,  Madam,  ipoke  to  an  aflembly  of  brutes  s  to  a  barbarous 
people." 

I  thought  it  extraordinary,  that  he  fhoukl  deny  the  power  of  rhetorical 
adion  upon  human  nature,  when  it  h  proved  by  innumerable  fads  in  all 
ft^es  of  fociety*  Reafonable  beings  are  not  folely  reafonable..  ,^^y  ^^^ 
fancies  which  may  be  pleafed,  paffions  which  may  be  rouied.- 

Lord  Chefterfield  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  remarked,  that  almoft  all  of 
that  celebrated  noWcman's  witty  fayings  were  puns.  He,  however,  allowed 
the  merit  of  good  wit  to  his  Lordihip's  faying  of  Lord  Tyrawley  and  himfclfi 
when  both  very  old  and  infirm :  •*  Tyrawley  and  I  have  been  dead,  dicfe  two 
years  j  but  we  don't  choofc  to  have  it  known." 

He 
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•  He  talked  with  approbation  of  an  intended  edition  of  "  The  Speftator,"** 
with  notes  j  two  volumes  of  which  had  been  prepared  by  a  gendennan  eminent 
in  the  literary  world,  and  the  materials  which  he  had  colle6ted  for  the  remainder 
had  been  transferred  to  another  hand.  He  obferved,  that  all  works  which 
defcribe  manners,  require  notes  in  fixty  or  feventy  years,  or  lefsj  and  told  us, 
Jie  had  communicated  all  he  knew  that  could  throw  light  upon  "  The 
Speftator."  He  faid,  "  Addifon  had  made  his  Sir  Andrew  Freeport  a  true 
Whig,  arguing  againft:  giving  charity  to  beggars,  and  throwing  out  odicr  fuch 
ungracious  fendments ;  but  that  he  had  thought  better,  and  made  amends  by. 
making  him  found  an  hofpital  for  decayed  farmers/'  He  called  for  the  volume 
of  "  The  Speftator"  in  which  that  account  is  contained,  and  read  it  aloud  to 
us.  He  read  fo  well,  that  every  thing  acquired  additional  weight  and  grace 
from  his 'Utterance. 

The  converfadon  having  turned  on  modern  imitations  of  ancient  ballads^ 
and  fomc  one  having  praifed  their  fimplicity,  he  treated  diem  with  diat  ridi- 
cule which  he  always  difplayed  when  this  fubjeft  was  mentioned. 

He  difapproved  of  introducing  fcripture  phrafes  into  fecular  difcourfe. 
This  feemed  to  me  a  qucffion  of  fome  difficulty.  A  fcripture  expre/Eon  may 
be  ufed,  like  a  highly  claffic^  phrafe,  tOvproduce  an  inftantaneous  ilrong  im- 
preffion ;  and  it  may  be  done  without  being  at  all  improper.  Yet  I  own 
there  is  danger,  that  applying  the  language  of  our  facred  book  to  ordinary 
fubjedts  TOJty  tend  to  leffen  our  reverence  for  it.  If  therefore  it  be  introduced 
at  all,  4t  fhould  be  with  very  great  caution. 

On  Thurfday,  April  8,  I  fat  a  good  part  of  the  evening  vnth  him,  but  he 
was  very  filent.  He  faid,  «  Burnet's  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,*  is  very 
entertaining.  The  flyle,  indeed,  is  mere  chit-chat.  I  do  not  believe  that 
Burnet  intentionally  lyed  j  but  he  was  fo  much  prejudiced,  that  he  took  no 
pains  to  find  out  the  trudi.  He  was  like  a  man  who  rcfolves  to  regulate  his 
time  by  a  certain  watch  j  but  will  not  inquire  whether  the  watch  i^  right 
or  not." 

Though  he  was  not  difpofed  to  talk,  he  was  unwilling  diat  I  fliould  leave 
him ;  and  when  I  looked  at  my  watch,  and  told  him  it  was  twelve  o'ctock, 
he  cried,  <'  What's  that  to  you  and  me  ?"  and  ordered  Frank  to  tell  Mrs. 
Williams  that  we  were  coming  to  drink  tea  widi  her,  which  we  <KA  It  was 
fetded  that  we  fhouW  go  to  church  together  next  day. 

On  die  9di  of  April,  being  Good  Friday,  I  brcakfafted  widi  him  on  tea  and 
<:rofs-buns  J  Doffor  Lcvet,  as  Frank  called  him,  making  die  tea.  He  carried 
me  with  him  to  die  church  of  St.  Clement  Danes,  where  he  had  his  feats  and 
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lus  behaviour  was,  as  I  had  imaged  to  myfelf,  folemnly  devout.     I  never  fliall     »775« 
forget  the  tremulous  earneftnefs  with  which  he  pronounced  the  awefiil  petition  ^statl  64* 
in  the  Litany :  "  In  the  hour  of  dcath>  and  at  the  day  of  judgement,  good 
Lord  deliver  us/' 

We  went.to  church  both  in  the  morning  and  evening.  In  the  interval  between 
the  two  fervices  we  did  not  dine,  but  he  read  in  the  Greek  New  Teftament, 
and  I  turned  over  feveral  of  his  books. 

In  Archbiihop  Laud's  Diary,  I  found  the  following  pailage,  which  I  read 
to  Dr.  Johnfon : 

"  1623.  February  i,  Sxmday.  I  flood  by  the  moft  iUuftrious  Prince 
Charles',  at  dinner.  He  was  then  very  merry,  and  talked  occafionally  of 
many  things  with  his  attendants.  Among  other  things,  he  faid,  that  if  he 
were  neceffitated  to  take  any  particular  profeffion  of  life,  he  could  not  be  a 
lawyer,  adding  his  reafons :  '  I  cannot  (faith  he,)  defend  a  bad,  nor  yield  in 
a  good  caufe*"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  this  is  falfe  reafoning ;  becaufe  every  caulfe 
has  a  bad  fide :  and  a  lawyer  is  not  overcome,  though  the  caufe  which  he  has 
endeavoured  to  fupport  be  determined  againfl  him." 

I  told  him  that  Goldfmith  had  faid  to  me  a  few  days  before,  *'  As  I  take  my 
fhoes  from  the  fhoemaker,  and  my  coat  from  the  taylor,  fo  I  take  my  religion 
from  the  priefl."  I  regretted  this  loofe  way  of  talking.  Johnson.  "  Sir, 
he  knows  nothing  $  he  has  made  up  his  mind  about  nothmg." 

To  my  great  furprize,  he  afked  me  to  dine  with  him  on  Eafter-day.  I 
never  fuppofed  that  he  had  a  dinner  at  his  houfe  j  for  I  had  not  then  heard  of 
any  one  of  his  friends  having  been  entertained  at  his  table.  He  told  me,  "  I 
generally  have  a  meat  pye  on  Sunday :  it  is  baked  at  a  publick  oven,  which 
is  very  properly  allowed,  becaufe  one-man  can  attend  it  j  and  thus  the  advan- 
tage is  obtained  of  not  keeping  fervants  from  church  to  drefs  dinners." 

April  1 1,  being  Eafler-Sunday,  after  having  attended  divine  fervice  at  St. 
Paul's,  I  repaired  to  Dr.  Johnfon's.  I  had  gratified  my  curiofity  much  in 
dining  with  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau,  while  he  lived  in  the  wilds  of  Neuf- 
chatel :  I  had  as  great  a  curiofity  to  dine  with  J5r.  Samuel  Johnson,  in  the 
dufky  recefs  of  a  court  in  Fleet- fbeet.  I  fuppofed  we  fhould  fcarcely  have  knives 
and  forks,  and  only  fbme  ftrange  uncouth  ill-drefl  difh :  but  I  found  every 
thing  in  very  good  order.  We  had  no  other  company  but.  Mrs.  Williams  and 
0  young  woman  whom  I  did  not  know.  As  a  dinner  here  was  confidered  as  a 
lingular  phaenomenon,  and  as  I  was  frequently  interrogated  on  the  fubjeft,  my 

>  Afterwards  Charles  I. 
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readers  may  perhaps  be  defirous  to  know  our  bill  of  fare.  Foote,  I  remember^ 
in  allufion  to  Francis,  the  negroy  was  willing  to  fuppofe  that  our  repaft  was 
black  broth.  But  the  faft  was,  that  we  had  a  very  good  foup,  a  boiled  leg  of 
lamb  and  fpinach,  a  veal  pye,  and  a  rice  pudding. 

Of  Dn  John  Campbell,  the  authour,  he  faid,  **  He  is  a  very  inquifitive 
and  a  very  able  man,  and  a  man  of  good  religious  jM-inciples,  thou^  I  am 
afraid  he  has  been  deficient  in  praftice.  Campbell  is  radically  right;  and  we 
may  hope,  that  in  time  there  will  be  good  praftice/' 

He  owned  that  he  thought  Hawkefworth  was  one  of  his  imitators,  but  he 
did  not  think  Goldfmith  was.  Goldfinith,  he  faid,  had  great  merit.  Boswell^ 
"  But,  Sir,  he  is  much  indebted  to  you  for  his  getting  fo  high  in  the  publick 
eftimatioQv"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  he  has>  perhaps,  ^ot/ooner  to  it  by  hi& 
intimacy  with  me." 

Goldfmith,  though  his  vanity  often  excited  him  to  occafional  competition,, 
had  a  very  high  regard  for  Johnfon,  which  he  at  this  time  exprefled  in  the  ftrongefl: 
manner  in  the  Dedication  of  his  comedy,  entitled,  "  She  ftoops  to  conquer*." 

Johnfon  obferved,  that  there  were  very  few  books  printed  in  Scotland  before 
the  Union.  He  had  feen  a  complete  colleftion  of  them  in  the  pofleflion  of  the 
Honourable  Archibald  Campbell,  a  nonjuring  Biihop  *.  I  wifh  this  colledtion 
had  been  kept  entire.  Many  of  them  are  in  the  library  of  the  Faculty  of 
Advocates  at  Edinburgh.  I  told  Dr.  Johnfon  that  I  had  fome  intention  to 
write  the  life  of  the  learned  and  worthy  Thomas  Ruddiman.  He  faid,  '*  I 
fhould  take  pleafure  in  helping  you  to  do  honour  to  him.  But  his  farewell 
letter  to  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  when  he  refigned  the  office  of  their 
Librarian,  fhould  have  been  in  Latin." 

I  put  a  queflion  to  him  upon  a  faft  in  common  life,  which  he  could  not 
anJTwer,  nor  have  I  found  any  one  elfe  who  could.  What  is  the  reafpn  that 
women  fervants,  though  obliged  to  be  at  the  expence  of  purchafing  their  own 
clothes,  have  much  lower  wages  than  men  fervanta,  to  whom  a  great  propor- 
tion of  that  article  is  furnifhed,  and  when  in  fad  our  female  houfe  fcrvants 
work  much  harder  than  the  male  ? 

♦  **  By  infcribing  this  flight  performance  to  you,  I  do  not  mean  fo  much  to  compliment  yoo, 
as  myfelf.  It  may  do  me  fome  honou^  to  inform  the  publick,  that  I  have  lived  many  years  in 
intimacy  with  you.  It  may  fcryc  the  interefts  o(  mankind  alfo  to  inform  them,  that  the  gicateft 
wit  may  be  found  in  a  charafter,  without  impairing  the  moft  unaffc^^  piety." 

5  Sec  an  account  of  this  learned  and  rcfpedlable  gentleman,  and  of  his  curious  work  on  the 
Middle  State,  *'  Journal  of  a  Tour  tg  the  Hebrides,"  3d  edit.  p.  371,     * 
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He  told  me,  that  he  had  twelve  or  fourteen  times  attempted  to  keep  a 
journal  of  his  fife,  but  never  could  perfevere.  He  advifed  me  to  do  it.  "  The 
great  thing  to  be  recorded,  (faid  he,)  is  the  date  of  your  own  mind ;  and 
you  Ihould  write  down  every  thing  that  you  remember,  for  you  cannot  judge 
at  firft  what  is  good  or  bad  ;■  and  write  immediately  while  the  impreflion  is 
ireih,  for  it  will  not  be  the  fame  a  week  afterwards." 

.  I  again  folicited  him  to  communicate  to  me  the  particulars  of  his  early  years. 
He  faid,  ^^  You  fhall  have  them  all  for  two-pence.  I  hope  you  fhall  know  a 
great  deal  more  of  me  before  you  write  my  Life."  He  mentioned  fo  me  this 
day  many  circumftances,  which  I  wrote  down  when  I  went  home,  and  have 
interwoven  in  the  former  part  of  this  narrative. 

On  Tucfday,  April  13,  he  and  Dr.  Goldftnith  and  I  dined  at  General  Ogle- 
thorpe's. Goldfmith  expatiated  on  the  common  topick,  that  the  race  of  our  peo- 
ple was  degenerated,  and  that  this  was  owing  to  luxury.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  in  the 
firft  place,  I  doubt  the  fadt  I  believe  there  are  as  many  tall  men  in  England 
now,  as  ever  there  were.  But,  fecondly,,  fuppofing  the  ftature  of  our  people 
to  be  dinainifhed,  that  is  not  owing  to  luxury  -,  for.  Sir,  confider  to  how  very 
fmall  a  proportion  of  our  people  luxury  can  reach.  Our  foldiery,  furely,  are 
not  luxurious,'  who  live  on  fix-pence  a  day ;  and  the  lame  remark  will  apply 
to  almoft  all  the  other  claffcs.  Luxury,  fo  far  as  it  reaches  the  poor,  will  do 
good  to  the  race  of  people :  it  will  ftrengthen  and  multiply  them.  Sir,  no 
nation  was  ever  hurt  by  luxury ;  for,  as  I  faid  before,  it  can  reach  but  to  a 
very  few.  I  admit  that  the  great  increafe  of  commerce  and  manu&ftures 
hurts  the  military  Ipirit  of  a  people ;  becaufe  it  produces  a  competition  for 
fomething  elfe  than  martial  honours,— a  competition  for  riches.  It  alfo  hurts 
the  bodies  of  the  people ;  for  you  will  obferve,  there  is  no  man  who  works  at 
any  particular  trade,  but  you  may  know  him  from  his  appearance  to  do  fo* 
One  part  or  other  of  his  body  being  more  ufed  than  the  reft,  he  is  in  fomc 
degree  deformed :  but.  Sir,  that  is  not  luxury.  A  tailor  fits  crofs-leggcd  5 
but  that  is  not  luxury."  Goldsmitk.  "  Come,  you're  juft  going  to  the  fame 
place  by  another  road/'  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  I  fay  that  is  not  luxury.  Let 
us  take  a  walk  from  Charing-crofs  to  Whitechapel,  through,  I  fuppofe,  the 
greateft  feries  of  ftiops  in  the  world,  what  is  there  in  any  of  thefe  fhops,  (if  t 
you  except  gin-lhops,)  that  can  do  any  human  being  any  harm  ?"  Goldsmith. 
<«  Well,  Sir,  TU  accept  your  challenge.  The  very  next  fhop  to  Northumber- 
land-houfe  is  a  pickle-ftiop."  Johnson.  «*  Well,  Sir  i  do  we  not  know  that 
a  maid  can  in  one  afternopn  make  pickles  fufficient  to  ferve  a  whole  family  for 
a  year  ?  nay,   that  five  pickle-fhops  can  ferve  all  the  kingdom  ?    Befides, 
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"775»     Sir,  there  is  no  harm  done  to  any  body  by  the  naaking  of  pickles,  or  theeat- 
M^Ce^^^  ing  of  pickles." 

We  drank  tea  with  the  ladies  :j  and  Goldfmith  fung  Tony  Lumpkin's  fong 
in  his  comedy,  '.'  She  ftoops  to  conquer,"  and  a  very  pretty  one,  to  an  Irifh 
tune,  which  he  had  defigned  for  Mifs  Hardcaftle  j  but  as  Mrs.  Bulkeley,  who 
played  the  part,  could  notfing,  it  was  left  out..  He  afterwards  wrote  it  down 
for  me,-  by  which  means  it  was  preferved,  and  now  appears  amongft  his  poems. 
Dr.  Johnfon,  in  his  way  home,  ftopt  at  my  lodgings  in  Piccadilly, 'and  fiit 
with  me,,  drinking  tea  a  fecond  time,  till  a  late  hour.. 

I  cold  him  that  Mrs.  Macaulay  faid,  fhe  wondered  how  he  couM  reconcile 
his  poKrical  principles  with  his  moral ;  his  notions  of  inequality  and  fubordi-r 
nation  with  wilhing  well  to  the  happincfs  of  all  mankind,  who  might  live  fo 
agrecably>  had  they  all  their  portions  of  land,  and  none  to  donnineer  over 
another.  Johnson.  **■  Why,  Sir,  I  reconcile  my  principles  very  well,  becaxiie. 
mankind  are  happier  in  a  ftate  of  inequality  and  fubordination*  Were  they  to 
be  in  this  pretty  ftate  of  equality,  they  would  foon  degenerate  into  brutes;— 
they  would  become  Monboddo's  nation  i— their  tails  would  grow.  Sir,  alir 
would  be  lofers,  were  all  to  wort  to  all : — they  would  have  no  intelkftual 
improvement.  All  intelleftual.  improvement  arifes  from  leijQjre:  all  leifurc. 
arifes  from  one  working  for  another." 

Talking  of  the  family  of  Stuart,,  he  faki,,  ^^  It  fliould  feem  that  the  family 
at  prefent  on.  the  throne,  has  now  eftablifhed  as  good  a  right  as  the  former, 
family,,  by  the  long.confent  of  the  people ;  and  that  to  difturb  this  right  might 
be  confidered  as  culpable.  At  the  fame  time  I  own,  that  it  is  a.  very  difficult 
queftion,  when  confidered  with  relpedt  to  the  houfe  of  Stuart..  "To  oblige, 
people  to  take  oaths  as  to  the,  disputed  right>.  is  wrong.  I  know  not  whether. 
I  could  take  them :  but  I  do  not.  blame  thofe  who  do."  So  confcicntious  and 
fo  delicate  was  he  upon  this  fubjeft>  which  has  occafioncd  fo  much  clamour, 
againft  him.. 

Talking  of  law  eafe^,  he  faid,  ^  The  Englilh  reports,  in  general,  are  very 
poor :  only  the  half  of  what  has  been  faid  is  taken  down ;  and  of  that  halfi. 
much  is  miftaken.  Whereas,,  in  Scotland,  the  arguments  on  each  fide  arc 
deliberately  put  in  writing,  to  be  confidered  by  the  Court..  I  think  a  collec- 
tion of  your  cafes  upon  fubjefts  of  importance,  with  the  opinions  of  the 
Judges  upon  them,,  would  be  valuable." 

On  Thurfday,  April  15,.!  dined  with  him  and  Dr.  Goldfmith  at  General 
Paoli's.  We  found  here,  Signor  Martinelli,  of  Florence,  authour  of  a  Hiftory; 
©f  England  in  Italian,  printed  at  London, 
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I  fpoke  of  Allan  Ramfay's  "  Gcnde  Shepherd,"  in  the  Scottifh  dialeft,  as 
the  beft  paftoral  that  had  ever  been  written ;  not  only  abounding  with  beauti- 
ful rural  imagery,  and  juft  and  pleafmg  fentiments,  but  being  a  real  pidure 
of  manners ;  and  I  ofiered  to  teach  Dr.  Johnfon  to  underftand  it,  "  No,  Sir, 
(faid  he,)  I  won*t  learn  it.  You  fliall  retain  yoxir  fuperiority  by  my  not 
knowing  it/* 

This  brought  on  a  queffion  whether  one  man  is  leflened  by  another's 
acquiring  an  equal  degree  of  knowledge  with  him.  Johnfon  afferted  the 
affirmative.  I  maintained  that  the  pofition  might  be  true  in  thofe  kinds  of 
knowledge  which  produce  wildom,  power,  and  force,  fo  as  to  enable  one  man- 
to  have  the  government  of  others  5  but  that  a  man  is  not  in  any  degree  lef- 
fened  by  others  knowing  as  well  as  he  what  ends  in  mere  pleafure :— eatingj^ 
fine  fruits,  drinking  delicious  wiqes,  reading  exquifite  poetry. 

The  General  obferved,  that  Martinelli  was  a  Whig.  Johnson.  "  I  am 
forry  for  it.  It  fhews  the  Ipirit  of  the  times  :  he  is  obliged  to  temporife.'^ 
BoswELL.  "  I  rather  think,  Sir>  that  Toryifm  prevails  in  this  reign."* 
Johnson.  ^'  I  know  not  why  you  Ihould  think  fo.  Sir.  You  fee  your  friend 
Lord  Lyttelton,.  a  nobleman,  is  obhged  in  his  Hiftory  to  write  the  moft 
vulgar  Whiggifm." 

.  An  animated  debate  took  place  whether  Martinelli  fhould  continue  hi^ 
Hiftory  of  England,  to  the  prefent  day.  Goldsmith.  "To  be  fore  he 
Ihould."  Johnson.  "No,  Sir;  he  would  give  great  offence.  He  would 
have  to  tell  of  almoft  alj  the  living  great  what  they  do  not  wifli  told.'* 
Goldsmith.  "  It  may,  perhaps,  be  neceflary  for  a  native  to  be morecautious  ;. 
but  a  foreigner  who  comes  among  us  without  prejudice,  may  be  confidered 
OS  holding  the  place  of  a  Judge,,  and  may  ^ak  his  mind  freely."  Johnson. 
*^  Sir,  a  foreigner,  when  he  fends  a  work  from  the  prefs,  ought  to  be  on  his- 
guard  againft  catching  the  errour  and  miftaken  enthufiafm  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  happens  to  be."  Goldsmith.  *'  Sir,  he  wants  only  to  fell, 
his  hiftory,  and  tell  truth  -,  one  an  honcft,  the  other  a  laudable  motive."* 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  they  are  both  laudable  modves..  It  is  laudable  in  a  man  to. 
wilh  to  live  by  his  labours  j  but  he  Ihould  write  fo  as  he  may  live  by  them, 
not  fo  as  he  may  be  knocked  on  the  head.  I  would  advife  him  to  be  at  Calais, 
before  he  publilhes  his  hiftory  of  the  prefent  age.  A  foreigner  who  attaches 
himfelf  to  a  political  party,  in  this  country,  is  in  the  worft  ftate  that  can  be 
imagined :  he  is  looked  upon  as  a  mere  intermeddler.  A  native  may  do  Ir 
from  intereft."  Boswell.  "  Or  principle."  Goldsmith.  "  There  are  people 
who  tell  a  hundred  political  lies  every  day,  and  are  not  hurt  by  it.     Suf ely,^ 
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then,  one  may  tell  truth  with  fafety."  Johnson.  «'  Why,  Sir,  in  the  firft  plaoc^ 
he  who  tells  a  hundred  lies  has  difarmed  the  force  of  his  lies.  But  befides^ 
a  man  had  rather  have  a  hundred  lies  told  of  him,  than  one  truth  which  he 
does  not  wifh  ihould  be  told."  Goldsmith,  "  For  my  part,  Td  tell  truth, 
and  (hame  the  devil."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir;  but  the  devil  will  be  angry.  I 
wifh  to  Ihame  the  devil  as  much  as  you  do  -,  but  I  (hould  choofe  to  be  out  of 
the  reach  of  his  claws."  Goldsmith.  "  EQs  claws  can  do  you  no  faanxib 
when  you  have  the  ihield  of  trutli." 

It  having  been  obferved  that  there  was  little  hofpitality  in  London;  Johnson. 
'*^  Nay,  Sir,  any  man  who  has  a  name,  or  who  has  the  power  of  pleafing, 
will  be  very  generally  invited  in  London.  The  man,  Sterne,  I  have  been  told, 
iias  had  engagements  for  three  months."  Goldsmith.  "  And  a  very  dull 
fellow."    Johnson.  "  Why  no.  Sir." 

Martinelli  told  us,  that  for  feveral  years  he  lived  much  with  Charles 
Townfliend,  and  that  he  ventured  to  tell  him  he  was  a  bad  joker.  Johnson. 
^^  Why,  Sir,  thus  much  I  can  fay  upon  the  fubjeft.  One  day  he*  and  a  few 
more  agreed  to  go  and  dine  in  the  country,  and  each  of  them  was  to  bring  a 
a  friend  in  his  carriage  with  him.  Charles  Townfliend  aflced  Fitzherbert  to 
;gO  with  him,  but  told  him,  ^  You  muft  find  Ibmebody  to  bring  you  back :  I 
4can  only  carry  you  there.*  Fitzherbert  did  not  much  like  this  arrangement. 
He  however  confented,  obferving  farcaflically,  *  It  will  do  very  well  5  for  then 
jdie  fame  jokes  will  fervc  you  in  returning  as  m  going." 

An  eminent  publick  character  being  mentioned; — ^Johnson.  **  I  remember 
i>eing  prefent  when  he  flicwed  himfelf  to  be  fo  corrupted,  or  at  leaft  fomething 
£0  different  from  what  I  think  right,  as  to  maintain,  that  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment fliould  go  along  with  his  party  right  or  wrong.  Now,  Sir,  this  is  fo 
remote  from  native  virtue,  from  fcholaftick  virtue,  that  a  good  man  mufl:  have 
undergone  a  great  change  before  he  can  reconcile  himfelf  to  fuch  a  do6lrine. 
It  is  maintaining,  that  you  may  lie  to  the  publick  j  for  you  lie  when  you  call 
that  right  which  you  think  wrong,  or  the  reverfe.  A  Ifriend  of  ours,  who  is 
too  much  an  echo  of  that  gendeman,  obferved,  that  a  man  who  does  not 
(tick  uniformly  to  a  party,  is  only  waiting  to  be  bought.  Why  then,  faid  I, 
Jie  is  only  waiting  to  be  what  that  gendeman  is  already." 

We  talked  of  the  King's  coming  to  fee  Goldfmith's  new  play. — "  I  wifli 
he  would,"  faid  Goldfmith;  adding,  however,  with  an  affedted  indifference, 
^'  Not  diat  it  would  do  me  the  leaft  good."  Johnson.  «  Well  then,  Sir,  let 
m  fay  it  would  do  him  good,  (laughing.)  No,  Sir,  diis  affeftadon  will  not 
pafs  i-^it  is  mighty  idle.     In  fuch  a  ftate  as  ours,  who  would  not  wifli  to 
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plcafcihe  chief  magiftratc?"    Goldsmith.  «  I  do  wifh  to  pleafe  him.    1      i773- 
reineniber  a  line  in  Dryden,  ^^^^  ^^ 

^  And  ev'17  poet  is  the  Monarch's  friend/ 

It  ought  to  be  reverfed.*'    Johnson.  **  Nay,  there  are  finer  Unes  in  Dryden. 
on  this  fubjed: : 

•  '  For  colleges  on  bounteous  Kings  depend, 

*  And  never  rebel  was  to  arts  a  friend." 

General  Paoli  obferved,  that  fuccefsful  rebels  might.  Martinelli.  «  Happy 
rebellions."  Goldsmith.  '^  We  have  no  fuch  phrafe."  (jeneral  Paoli. 
^  But  have  you  not  the  thing  ?"  Goldsmith.  "  Yes ;  all  our  happy  revo- 
lutions. They  have  hurt  our  conftitution,  and  will  hurt  it,  till  we  mend  it  by 
another  happy  revolution." — I  never  before  difcovered  that  my  friend. 
Goldfmirii  had  (b  much  of  the  old  prejudice  in  him. 

General  Paoli,  talking  of  Goldfmith's  new  play,  faid,  ^^  B  a  fait  un  com-^ 
fitment  tres  gracieux  i  una  certaine  grande  ddme\*  meaning  a  Duchefs  of  the* 
iiril  rank. 

I  expreffed  a  doubt  whether  Goldfmith  intended  it,  in  order  that  I  might 
hear  the  truth  from  himfelf.  It,  perhaps,  was  not  quite  fair  to  endeavour  to 
bring  him  to  a  confeffion,  as  he  might  not  wifli  to  avow  pofitively  his  taking 
part  againft  the  Court.  He  fmiled  and  hefitated.  The  General  at  once 
relieved  him,  by  this  beautiful  image ;  ^^  Monfteur  Goldfmith  eft  comme  la  mer 
qui  jette  des  perles  et  beaucoup  d*autres  belles  cbojesy  Jans  s*en  appercevoir^^ 
Goldsmith.  "  T!rh  bien  dit^  et  tres  elegammentj"* 

A  perfbn  was  mentioned,  who  it  was  faid  could  take  down  in  fliort  hand  the 
Jpeeches  in  parliament  with  perfedc  exaftnefs.  Johnson.  *'  Sir,  it  is  impof- 
fible.  I  remember  one  Angel,  who  came  to  me  to  write  for  him  a  Preface  or 
Dedication  to  a  book  upon  fhort  hand,  and  he  profefled  to  write  as  faft  as  a 
man  could  fpeak.  In  order  to  try  him,  I  took  down  a  book,  and  read  while 
he  wrote ;  and  I  favoured  him,  for  I  read  more  deliberately  than  ufual.  I  had 
proceeded  but  a  very  little  way,  when  he  begged  I  would  defift,  for  he  could 
not  follow  me."  Hearing  now  for  the  firft  time  of  this  Preface  or  Dedication, 
I  faid,  "  What  an  expence.  Sir,  do  you  put  us  to  in  buying  books,  to  which 
you  have  written  Prefaces  or  Dedications."  Johnson.  "  Why  I  have  dedi- 
cated to  the  Royal  Family  all  round ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  the  laft  generadon  of  the 
Royal  Family."     Goldsmith.  **  And  perhaps^  Sir,  not  one  fentencc  of  wit 
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in  a  whole  Dedication.^'  Johnson,  "  Perhaps. not,  Sir,"  Boswell.  *'What 
then  is  the  rcafon  for  applying  to  a  particular  perfon  to  do  that  which  any  one 
may  do  as  well  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  one  man  has  greater  readinels 
at  doing  it  than  another." 

I  fpoke  of  Mr.  Harris,  of  Sali/bury,  as  being  a  very  learned  man,  and  in 
particular  an  eminent  Grecian.  Johnson.  "  I  am  not  fure  of  that.  His 
friends  give  him  out  as  fuch,  but  I  know  not  who  of  his  friends  arc  able  to 
judge  of  it."  Goldsmith.  ^  He  is  what  is  much  better :  he  is  a  worthy 
humane  man."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  that  is  not  to  the  purpofe  of  our 
argument :  that  will  as  much  prove  that  he  can  play  upon  the  fiddle  as  well 
as  Giardini,  as  that  he  is  an  eminent  Grecian."  Goldsmith.  "  The  greateft 
mufical  performers  have  but  fmall  epioluments.  Giardini,  I  am  told,  does 
not  get  above  feven  hundred  a  year."  Johnson,  "  That  is,  indeed,  but  little 
for  a  nian  to  get,  who  does  beft  that  which  fo  many  endeavour  to  do.  There 
is  nothing,  I  think,  in  which  the  power  of  art  is  fhewn  fo  much  as  in  playing 
on  the  fiddle.  In  all  other  things  we  can  do  fomething  at  firft.  Any  man 
will  forge  a  bar  of  iron,  if  you  give  him  a  hammer;  not  fb  well  as  a  fmith, 
but  tolerably.  A  man  will  law  a  piece  of  wood,  and  make  a  box,  though  a 
clumfy  one ;  but  give  him  a  fiddle  and  a  fiddle-ftick,  and  he  can  do  nothing." 

On  Monday,  April  19,  he  called  on  me  with  Mrs.  Williams,  in  Mr. 
Strahan's  coach,  and  carried  me  out  to  dine  with  Mr.  Elphinfton,  at  his 
academy  at  Kenfington.  A  printer  having  acquired  a  fortune  fufficient  to 
keep  his  coach,  was  a  good  topick  for  the  credit  of  literature.  Mrs.  Williams 
Jaid,  that  another  printer,  Mr.  Hamilton,  had  not  waited  fo  long  as  Mr. 
Strahan,  but  had  kept  his  coach  feveral  years>lboner.  Johnson.  *^  He  was 
in  the  right.  Life  is  Ihort.  The  fboner  that  a  man  begins  to  enjoy  his  wealth 
the  better." 

Mr.  Elphinfton  talked  of  a  new  book  that  was  much  admired,  and  afked 
Dr.  Johnfon  if  he  had  read  it.  Johnson.  «  I  have  looked  into  it."  "  What 
(faid  Elphinfton,)  have  you  not  read  it  through?"  Johnfon,  oflrnded  at 
being  thus  prefled,  and  fo  obliged  to  own  his  curfory  mode  of  reading, 
anfwered  tardy,  **  No,  Sir;  do  you  read  books  through  T 

He  this  day  again  defended  duelling,  and  put  his  argument  upon  what  I 
have  ever  diought  the  moft  folid  bafis;  diat  if  publick  war  be  allowed  to 
be  confiftent  with  morality,  private  war  muft  be  equally  fo.  Indeed  we  may 
■obferve  what  ftrained  arguments  are  ufed,  to  reconcile  war  with  the  Chriftian 
religion.  But,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  exceedingly  clear  that  duelling  having 
better  reafons  for  its  barbarous  violence,  is  more  juftifiable  than  war,  in 
TT'  >  -  which 
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^hich  thoufands  go  forth  without  any  caufe  of  pcrfonal  quarrel,  and  maflacrc      ir73- 

^^  ^^'■-  m^. 

On  Wednefday,  April  21,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Thrale's-  A  gentle- 
man attacked  Garrick  for  being  vain.  Johnson.  "  No  wonder.  Sir,  that  he 
is  raini  a  man  who  is  perpetually  flattered  in  crery  mode  that  can  be  con- 
ceived. So  many  bellows  have  blown  the  fire,  that  one  wonders  he  is.  not  by 
this  time  become  a  cinder."  Boswell.  "  And  iuch  bellows  too.  Lord 
MansfieU  with  his  cheeks  like  to  burft :  Lord  Chatham  like  an  ^olus.  I 
have  read  fuch  notes  from  them  to  him  as  were  enough  to  turn  his  head.** 
Johnson.  "  True.  When  he  whom  every  body  elfe  flatters,  flatters  me,  I 
then  am  truly  happy."  Mrs.  Thrale.  "  The  fentiment  is  in  Congreve,  I 
think."     Johnson.  *'  Yes,  Madam,  in  *  The  Way  of  the  World  / 

*  If  there's  delight  in  love,  'tis  when  I  fee 

*  That  heart  which  others  bleed  for,  bleed  for  me/ 

No,  Sir,  I  fliould  not  be  furprized  though  Garrick  chained  the  ocean,  and 
lalhed  the  winds."  Boswell.  *'  Should  it  not  be.  Sir,  laihed  the  ocean  and 
chained  the  winds  .^"    Johnson.  **  No,  Sir  j  recolle6t  the  original ; 

^  In  Cor  urn  at  que  Eurum  JoUtus  Javire  flagelUs 
^  Barbarusy  jEoUo  nimquam  hoc  in  car  cere  pajfos^ 
^  Ipfum  xompeMus  qui  vinxerat  Eunqfigaum^'' 

This  does  very  well,  when  both  the  winds  and  the  fea  are  perfbnified,  and 
-mentioned  by  their  mythological  names,  as  in  Juvenal  i  but  when  they  are  men- 
tioned in  plain  language,  the  application  of  the  epithets  fuggefted  by  me,  is 
the  moft  obvious ;  and  accordingly  my  friend  himfelfi  in  his  imitation  of  the 
paflage  which  defcribes  Xerxes,  has 

^  The  waves  lie  laflies,  and  enchains  the  wind." 

The  modes  of  living  in  diffefient  countries,  and  the  various  views  widi  which 
men  travel  in  queft  of  new  fcenes,  having  been  talked  oi^  a  learned  gendeman 
who  holds  a  confiderable  office  in  the  law,  expatiated  on  the  happinefs  of  a 
favage  life  j  and  mentioned  an  infl:ance  of  an  officer  who  had  adbually  lived  for  , 
fbme  time  in  the  wikls  of  America^  of  whom,  when  in  that  ilate,  he  quoted 
this  refledlion  widi  an  air  of  admiration,  as  if  it  had  been  deeply  philofo- 
phical :  "  Here  am  I,  free  and  unrefbained,  amidft  the  rude  magnificence  of 
Nature,  with  this  Indian  woman  by  my  fide,  and  this  gun,  with  which  1  can 
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procure  food  when  I  want  it :  what  more  can  be  defired  for  human  happi-* 
nefs  ?"  It  did  not  require  much  sfagacity  to  forefee  that  fuch  a  fentimcnt 
would  not  be  permitted  to  pafs  without  due  animadverjfiori*  Johnson;.  "  Do 
not  allow  yourfelfi  Sir,  to  be  impofed  upon  by  fuch  grofs  abfurdity.  It  is  fad- 
fluff;  it  is  brutilh.  If  a  bull  could  fpeak,  he  might  as  wcU  eKclaim,-r»Hcre 
am  I  with  this  cow  and  this  grafs ;  what  being  can  eigoy  greaiier  felicity.?" 

We  talked  of  the  melancholy  end  of  a  gendeman  who  had  deftroycd  him- 
felf.  Johnson.  "  It  was  owing  to  imaginary  difficulties  in  hie  affairs^  wliich,. 
had  he  talked  with  any  friend,  would  foon  have  vaniflied.*'  Boswell.  «  Do 
you  think.  Sir,  th^t  all  who  commit  fuicide  are  mad  ?"  Johnson*  "  Sir, 
they  are  often  not  univerfally  difojndered  in  their  intelledb,  but  one  paffion 
preffes  fo  upon  them  that  they  yield  to  it,  and  commit  fuicide,  as  a. 
paflionate  man  will  ftab  another."  He  ^dded,  "  I  have  often,  thought,  that 
after  a  man  has  taken  the  refolution  to  kill  himfelf,  it  is  not  courage  in  him  tcy 
do  any  thing,  however  defperate,  becaufe  he  has  nothing  to  fear."  Goldsmith. 
^*  I  don't  fee  that."  Johnson.  "  Nay  but,  my  dear  Sir,  why  flxould  not  you- 
fee  what  every  one  elfe  fees  ?"  Goldsmith.  "  It  is  for  fear  of  fomething  that 
he  has  refolved  to  kill  himfelf 5  and  will  not  that  timid  difpofitipn  reftrain 
him  ?"  Johnson.  "  It  does  not  fignify  diat  the  fear  of  fomething  made  him 
refolve  j  it  is  upon  the  ftate  of  his  mind  after  the  refolution  is  taken,  that  I 
argue.  Suppofe  a  man,  either  from  fear,  or  pride,  or  confcience,  or  whatever 
motive,  has  refolved  to  kill  himfelf;  when  once  the  refolution.  is  taken,  he 
has  nothing  to  fear.  He  may  then  go  and  take  the  King  of  Pruffia  by  the 
nofe,  at  the  head  of  his  army.  He  cannot  fear  the  rack,  who  is  refolved  ta 
,kill  himfelf.  When  Euftace  Budgel  was  walking  down  to  the  Thames  deter- 
mined to  drown  himfelf,  he  might,  if  he  pleafed,  without  any  apprehenfion 
of  danger,  have  turned  afide,  and  firft  fet  fire  to  St.  James's  palace." 

On  Tuefday,  April  27,  Mr.  Beauclerk  and  I  called  on  him  in  the  morning. 
As  we  walked  up  Johnfon!s-court,  I  faid,  "  I  have  a  veneration  for  this  court;** 
and  was  glad  to  find  that  Beauclerk  had  the  fame  reverential  enthufiafra.  We 
found  him  alone.  We  talked  of  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart's  elegant  and  plaufible 
Letters  to  Lord  Mansfield  j  a  copy  of  which  had  been  fent  by  the  authour 
to  Dr.  Johnfon.  Johnson.  "  They  have  not  anfwcred  the  end.  They 
have  not  been  talked  of:  I  have  never  heard  of  them.  This  is  owing  to 
their  not  being  fold*  People  feldom  read  a  book  which  is  given  to  them  j 
and  few  are  given.  The  way  to  fpread  a  work  is  to  fell  it  at  a  low  price.  No 
man  will  fend  to  buy  a  thing  that  cofts  even  fix-pence,  without  an  intention  to 
read  it"  Boswell,  "  May  it  not  be  doubted.  Sir,  wheiher  it  be  proper  t^ 
I  publifh 
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publifli  letters,  arraigning  the  ulrimate  decifion  of  an  important  caufe  by  the  '773- 
fupreme  judicature  of  the  nation?"  JoRfisoN.  "  No,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  ^JITeij! 
was  wrong  to  publifh  thefe  letters.  If  rfiey  afe  thought  to  do  harm,  why  not 
anfwer  them  i  But  they  wiU  do  no  harm.  If  Mr.  Douglas  be  indeed  the 
fon  of  Lady  Jane,  he  cannot  be  hurt :  if  he  be  not  her  fon,  and  yet  has  the 
great  cftate  of  the  family  of  Douglas,  he  may  well  fubmit  to  have  a  pamphlet 
againft  him  by  Andrew  Stuart.  Sir,  I  think  fuch  a  publication  does  good,  as 
it  does  good  to  fhew  us  the  poflibilities  of  human  life.  And,  Sir,  you  will 
not  fay  that  the  Douglas  caufe  was  a  caufe  of  eafy  decifion,  when  it  divided 
your  Court  as  much  as  it  could  do,  to  be  determined  at  all.  When  your 
Judges  were  fcven  and  feven,  the  cafting  vote  of  the  Prefident  muft  be  given 
on  one  fide  or  other i  no  matter,  for  my  argument,  on  which;  one  or  the 
other  muft  be  taken ;  as  when  I  am  to  move,  there  is  no  matter  which  leg 
I  move  firft.  And  then.  Sir,  it  was  otherwife  determined  here.  No,  Sir,  a 
more  dubbus  determination  of  any  queftion  cannot  be  imagined*." 

He  laid,  "  Goldfmith  fhould  not  be  for  ever  attempting  to  fliine  in  conver- 
fation :  he  has  not  temper  for  it,  he  is  fo  much  mortified  when  he  fails.  Sir, 
a  game  of  jokes  is  compofed  partly  of  Ikill,  partly  of  chance.  A  man  may 
be  beat  at  times  by  one  who  has  not  the  tenth  part  of  his  wit.  Now  Gold- 
fmith's  putting  himfelf  againft  another,"  is  like  a  man  laying  a  hundred  to  one 
who  cannot  Ipare  the  hundred.  It  is  not  worth  a  man's  while.  A  man  fhould 
hot  lay  a  hundred  to  one,  unlefs  he  can  eafily  Ipare  it,  though  he  has  a  hundred 
chances  for  him:  he  can  get  but  a  guinea,  and  he  may  lofe  a  hundred. 
Goldfmith  is  in  this  ftate.  When  he  contends,  if  he  gets  the  better,  it  is  a 
very  litde  addition  to  a  man  of  his  literary  reputation  :  if  he  does  not  get  the 
better,  he  is  miferably  vexed." 

Johnfon's  own  fuperlarive  power  of  wit  let  him  above  any  rilk  of  fuch 
uneafinefs.  Garrick  had  remarked  to  me  of  him,  a  few  days  before,  "  Rabe- 
lais and  all  other  wits  are  nothing  compared  with  him.  You  may  be  diverted 
by  them ;  but  Johnfon  gives  you  a  forcible  hug,  and  fhakes  laughter  out  of 
you,  whether  you  will  or  no." 

^  I  regretted  that  Dr.  Johnfon  never  took  the  troubk  to  ftody  a  qaeftion  which  interefted  nations. 
Tie  would  not  even  lead  a  pamphlet  which  I  wrote  upon  it,  entitled  **  The  Eilence  of  the  Douglas 
Caufe,"  which,  I  have  reafon  to  flatter  myfelf,  had  confiderable  eflPed  in  favour  of  Mh  Douglas ; 
of  whofc  legitimate  filiation  I  was  then,  and  am  dill,  firmly  convinced*  Let  me  add,  that  no  faft 
can  be  more  rcfpcdably  afccrtaincd,  than  by  a  judgement  of  the  moft  auguft  tribunal  in  the 
world  ;  a  judgement,  in  which  Lord  Mansfield  and  Lord  Camden  united  in  1 7699  and  from  which 
only  five  of  a  numerous  body  entered  a  proteft. 

F  f  f  2  Goldfmith, 
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Goldfmith,  however,,  was  often  very  fortunate  in  his  witty  contefts,  cvea^ 
when  he  entered  the  lifts  with  Johnfon  himlel£  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  was  in 
company  with  them  one  day,  when  Goldfmith  faid,  that  he  thought  he  could 
write  a  good  fable,  mentioned  the  fimplicity  which  that  kind  of  compofidoa 
requires,  and  oblcrved,  that  in  moft  fables  the  animals  introduced  feldom  talk 
in  charadter.  "  For  inftance,  (faid  he,)  the  fabteof  the  litdefiflies,  who  faw 
birds  fly  over  their  heads,  and  envying  them,  petitioned  Jupiter  to  be  changed 
into  birds.  The  fkill  (continued  he,)  confifts  in  making  them  talk  like  little 
fifties."  While  he  indulged  himfelf  in  this  fanciful  reverie,  he  obferved 
Johnfon  fliaking  his  fides,  and  laughing.  Upon  which  he  fmardy  proceeded,. 
"  Why,  Dr.  Jphnfon,  this  is  not  fo  eafy  as  you  feem  to  think  i  for  if  you 
were  to  make  little  fifties  talk,  they  would  talk  like  wwales.? 

Johnfon,  though  remarkable  for  his  great  variety  of  compofition„  never 
exercifed  his  talents  in  fable,  except  we  allow  his  beautifiil  tale  publiflied  in 
Mrs.  Williams's  Mifcellanies  to  be  of  that  fpecics.  I  have,  however,  found 
among  his  manufcript  coUeftions  the  following  flcetch  of  one: 

"  Glow-worm  lying  in  the  garden-  faw  a  candle  in  a  neighbouring  palace,— 
and  complained  of  the  litdenefs  of  his  own  light  -, — ^anqther  obferved— -wait 
a  litdci — fbon  dark  i— fhave  outiafted  wo?^x  [marr^l  of  thefe  glaring  lights  which 
only  are  brighter  as.  they  haflre  ta  nothing," 

On  Thurfday,  April  29,  I  dined  with  him  at  General  Oglethorpe's,  whea 
were  Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Langton,  Dr.  Goldfmidi,  and  Mr.  Thrale. 
I  was  very  defirous  to  get  Dr.  Johnfon  abfolutely  fixed  in  his  refolution  to  go 
with  me  to  the  Hebrides  this  year  ;^  and  I  told  him  that  I  had  received  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Robertfon  the  hiftorian  upon  the  fubjeft,,  with  which,  he  was 
much  pleafed,  and  now  talked  in  fuch  a  manner  of  his.  long-intended  tour,,  that 
I.  was  fatisfied  he  meant  to  fulfil  his  engagement. 

The  cuftom  of  eating  dogs  at  Otaheite  being  mentioned,  Goldfmith 
obferved;  that  this  was  alfo  a  cuftom  in  China;  that.a  dog-butcher  is  as  com- 
.  mon  there  as  any  other  butcher ;  and  that  when  he  walks  abroad,  all  the  dogs 
fair  on  him.  Johnson.  "  That  is  not  owing  to  his  killing  dogs.  Sir.  I 
remember  a  butcher  at  LichfieW,  whom  a  dog  that  was  in  the  houfe  where  I 
lived,  always  attacked.  It  is  the  fmell  of  carnage  which  provokes  this,  let  the 
animals  he  has  killed  be  whit  they  may."  Goldsmith.  "Yes,  there  is  a 
general  abhorrence  in  animals  at  the  figns  of  maffacre.  If  you  put  a  tub  full:  of 
blood  into  a  ftable,  the  horfes  are  like  to  go  mad."  Johnson.  *^  I  doubt 
that."  Goldsmith.  "  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  a  faft  well  authenticated."  Thrale. 
**  You  had  better  prove  it  before  you  put  it  into  your  book  on  natural  hiftory, 
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You  may  do  it  in  my  ftable  if  you  will."  Johnson.  '^  Nay,  Sir,  I  would 
not  have  him  prove  it.  If  he  is  content  to  take  his  information  from  others, 
he  may  get  through  his  book  with  little  trouble,  and  without  much  endanger- 
ing his  reputation.  But  if  he  makes  experiments  for  fo  comprchenfive  a  book 
as  his,  there  would  be  no  end  to  them  5  his  erroneous  affertions  would  then 
fall  upon  himfelfi  and  he  might  be  blamed  for  not  having  made  experiments 
as  to  every  particular.*' 

The  charadter  of  Mallet  having  been  introduced,  and  fpoken  of  flightingly  by 
Goldfmith;  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  Mallet  had  talents  enough  to  keep  his  lite^ 
rary  reputation  alive  as  long  as  he  himfelf  lived  j  and  that,  let  me  tell  you,  is  a 
good  deal."  Goldsmith.  "  But  1  cannot  agree  that  it  was  fo..  .His  literary 
reputation  was  dead  long  before  his  natural,  death.  I  confider  an  authour's  lite- 
rary reputation  to  be  alive  only  while  hh-  name  will  enfure  a  good  price  for  his 
copy  from  the  bookfellers.  I  will  get  you  (to  Johnfon,)  a  hundred  guineas 
for  any  thing  whatever  that  you  Ihall  write,  if  you  put  your  name  to  it." 

Dr.  GoldAnith's  new  play,  "  She  ftoops  to  conquer,"  being  mentioned; 
Johnson.  "  I  know  of  no  comedy  for  many  years  that  has  fo  much  exhila*^ 
rated  an  audience,  that  has  anlwered  fo  much  the  great  end  of  comedy,—- 
making  an  audience  merry." 

Goldfmith  having  faid,  that  Garrick's  compliment  to  the  Queen,  which  he 
introduced  into  the  play  of  '  The  Chances,'  which  he  had  altered  and  revifed 
this  year,  was  mean,  and  grofs  flattery  j — ^Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  would  not 
write  J.  I  would  not  give  folemnly  under  my  hand  a  charadher  beyond  what  I 
thpught  really  trues  but  a  fpeech  on  the  ftage,.  let  it  flatter  ever  fo  cxtrava- 
gandy,  is  formular.  It  has  always  been  formular  to  flatter  Kings  and  Queens ;. 
fo  much  fo,  that  even  in  our  church-fervice  we  have.  '  our  moftreHgious 
King,'  ufed  indifcriminately^  whoever  is  King.  Nay,  they  even  flatter  them* 
felves  J—'  we  have  been ^acioufly  pleafed  to  grant.! — No  modern  flattery,  how- 
ever, is  fo  grofs  as  that  of  the  Auguftan  age,  where  the:Empcrour.was  deified.. 
*  Frafens  Divus  habebitur  Augujlus'  And  as  to  meannefs,  (rifinginto  warmth,) 
how  is  it  mean  in  a  player, — a  fliowraan, — ^  fellow  who  exhibits  himfelf  for 
a  fliiUing,  to  flatter  his  Queen  ?  The  attempt,. indeed,  was  dangerous  j  for  if 
it  had  mifled,  what  became  of  Garrick,  and  what  became  of  the  Queen  ? 
As  Sir  William  Temple  fays  of  a  great  General,  it  is  neceflary  not  only  that 
his  defigns  fliould  be  formed  in  a  mafterly  manner,  but  that  they  fliould  be 
attended  with  fuccefs.  Sir,  it  is  right,  at  a.  time  when  the  Royal.  Family 
is  not  generally  liked,  to  let  it  be  feen  that  the  people  like  at  leafl:  one  of 
them.''    Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  **  I  do  not  perceive  why  the  profcflion  of  a 
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player  fhoxdd  be  defpifcdi  for  the  greit  and  ultimate  end  of  all  the  employ- 
ments of  mankind  is  to  produce  amufemcnt.  Garrick  produces  more  amufe-" 
ment  than  any  body."  Boswell.  **  You  fay.  Dr.  Johnfon,  that  Garrick 
exhibits  himfelf  for  a  (hilling.  In  this  refpeft  he  is  only  on  a  footing  with  a 
lawyer  who  exhibits  himfelf  for  his  fee,  and  even  will  maintain  any  nonfenfe 
or  abfurdity,  if  the  cafe  requires  it.  Garrick  refufes  a  play  or  a  part  winch  he 
does  not  like  -,  a  lawyer  never  refufes."'  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  what  does 
this  prove  ?  only  that  a  lawyer  is  worfe.  Bolwell  is  now  like  Jack  in  *  The 
Tale  of  a  Tub,'  who,  when  he  is  puzzled  by  an  argument,  hangs  himfeK 
He  thinks  I  fhall  cut  him  down,  but  I'll  let  him  hang,"  (laughing  vociferoufly.) 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  "  Mr.  Bofwell  thinks  that  the  profeffion  of  a  lawyer 
being  unqucftionably  honourable,  if  he  can  (hew  the  profeffion  of  a  player  to 
be  more  honourable,  he  proves  his  argument," 

On  Friday,  April  30,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Beauclerk's,  where  were 
Lord  Charkmont,  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  and  fome  more  members  of  the 
Literary  Club,  whom  he  had  obligingly  invited  to  meet  me,  as  I  was  this 
evening  to  be  balloted  for  as  candidate  for  admiffion  into  that  diltinguifhed 
fociety.  Johnfon  had  done  me  the  honour  to  propofe  me,  and  Beauderk  was 
very  zealous  for  me. 

Goldfmith being  mentioned; — ^Johnson.  *«  It  is  amazing  howlitde  Goldimith 
Jcnows.  He  feldom  comes  where  he  is  not  more  ignorant  than  any  one  elfe." 
Sir  Joshua  Rjeynolds.  "Yet  there  is  no  man  whofe  company  is  more  liked." 
Johnson.  «*  To  be  fure.  Sir.  When  people  find  a  man  of  the  moft  diftin^ 
guiihed  abilities  as  a  writer,  their  infcriour  while  he  is  with  them,  it  muft  be 
highly  gratifying  to  them.  What  Goldfmith  comically  fays  of  himfelf  is  very 
true,*— he  always  gets  the  better  when  he  argues  alone  ;-*meaning,  that  he  is 
mafter  of  a  fubJ6£fc  in  his  ftudy,  and  can  write  well  upon  it  s  but  when  he 
comes  into  company,  grows  confufed,  and  unable  to  talk.  Take  him  as  a 
poet,  his  *  Traveller'  is  a  very  fine  performance  i  aye,  and  ib  is  his  *  Dcferted 
Village,'  were  it  not  fometimes  too  much  the  echo  of  his  *  Traveller/ 
Whether,  indeed,  we  take  him  as  a  poet, — ^as  a  comick  writer, — or  as  an 
hiftorian,  he  (lands  in  the  firft  clafs."  Boswell.  '*  An  hiftorian !  My  dear  Sir, 
you  furely  will  not  rank  his  compilation  of  the  Roman  Hiftory  with  the  worte 
of  other  hiftorians  of  this  age  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  who  are  before  him  ?** 
Boswell-  *^  Hume, — Robertfon, — ^Lord  Lyttelton."  Johnson.  (His  anti- 
pathy to  the  Scotch  beginning  to  rife,)  "  I  have  not  read  Hume.;  but,  doubt- 
lefs,  Goldfmith's  Hiftory  is  better  than  the  verbiage  of  Robertfon,  or  the  foppery 
of  JDalrymple."    Boswell,  ,"  Will  you  not  admit  the  fuperiority  of  Robertfon, 
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in  whofe  Hiftory  we  find  fuch  penetration, — ^fuch  painting?"  Johnson.  i773- 
"  Sir,  you  muft  confider  how  that  penetration  and  that  painting  are  employed,  ^e^Cs^. 
It  is  not  hiftory,  it  is  imagination.  He  who  defcribes  what  he  never  faw, 
draws  from  fancy.  Robertfon  paints  minds  as  Sir  Jofhua  paints  faces  in  a 
hiftoiy-piece :  he  imagines  an  heroick  countenance.  You  muft  look  upon 
Robertfon's  work  as  romance,  and  try  it  by  that  ftandard.  Hiftory  it  is 
not.  Befides,  Sir,  it  is  the  great  excellence  of  a  writer  to  put  into  his  book 
as  much  as  his  book  will  hold.  Goldfmith  has  done  this  in  his  Hiftory.  Now 
Robertfon  might  have  put  twice  as  much  into  his  book.  Robertfon  is  like  a 
man  who  ha?  packed  gold  in  wool :  the  wool  takes  up  more  room  than  the 
gold.  No,  Sirs.  I  always  thought  Robertfon  would  be  cruflied  by  his  own 
weight, — would  be  buried  under  his  own  bmaments*  Goldfmith  tells  you 
fliordy  all  you  want  to  know :  Robertfon  detains  you  a  great  deal  too  long. 
No  man  will  read  Rqbcrtfon's  cumbrous  detail  a  fecond  time  j  but  Goldfmith's 
plain  narrative  will  pleafe  again  and  again.  I  would  fay  to  Robertfon  what  an 
old  tutor  of  a  College  faid  to  one  of  his  pupils :  «  Read  over  your  compo- 
iitions,  and  wherever  you  meet  with  a  paffage  which  you  think  is  particularly 
fine,  ftrike  it  out.'  GoIdfinith*s  abridgement  is  better  than  that  of  Lucius 
Florus  or  Eutropius  j  and  I.  will  venture  to  fay,  that  if  you  compare  him  with 
Vertot,  in  the  fame  places  of  the  Roman  Hiftory,  you  will  find  that  he  excels 
Vertot.  Sir,  he  has  the  art  of  compiling,  and  of  faying  every  thing  he  has  to 
fay  in  a  pleafing  manner.  He  is  now  writing  a.  Natural  Hiftory,  and  will  make 
it  as  entertaining  as,a  Perfian  Tale." 

I  cannot  difmifs  the  prefent  topick  without  obferving,  that  it  is  probable 
that  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  owned  that  he  often  "  talked  for  viftory,"  rather  urged 
plaufible  objeftions  to  Dr.  Robertfon's  excellent  hiftorical  works,  in  the  ardour 
of  conteft,  than  expreffed  his  real  and  decided  opinion  j  for  it  is  not  eafy  to .  . 
fuppofe,  that  he  (hould  fo  widely  difier  from  the  reft  of  the  literary  world. 

Johnson.  "  I  remember  once  being  with  Goldfmith  in  Weftminfter-abbey*. 
"While  we  furveyed  the  Poets*  Corner,  I  faid  to  him, 

*  Forjiian  et  noftrum  nomen  .mifcehitur  iftis  ^.* 

\ 
When  we  got  to  Temple-bar  he  ftopped  me,  pointed  to  the  heads  upon  it,  > 

and  (lily  whifpered  me, 

•  Forjitan  et  noftrum  nomen  mtfcebitur  istis  '." 

»  Ovid,  dc  Art.  Amand.  1.  iii.  v.  13. 

'  In  allufion  to  Dr.  Johnfon's  fuppofed  political  principles,  and  perhaps  his  own. 
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1773-  Johnlbn  praifed  John  Bunyan  highly.  ^^  His  ^  Pilgrim's  Progrels^  has* 
^tat".  64!  g^^*^  merit,  both  for  invention,  imagination,  and  the  condud  of  die  ftory; 
and  it  has  had  the  beft  evidence  of  its  merk,  the  general  and  continued  appro- 
bation of  mankind  Few  books,  I  believe,  have  had  a  more  extenfive  fale* 
It  is  remarkable,  that  it  begins  very  much  like  the  poem  of  Dante ;  yet  there 
was  no  tranflation  of  Dante  when  JBunyan  wrote.  There  is  reafon  to  think 
that  he  had  read  Spencer.*' 

A  propofition  which  had  been  agitated,  that  monuments  to  eminent  perfons 
ihould,  for  the  time  to  come,  be  erefted  in  St.  Paul's  church  as  well  as  in 
Weftminfter-abbey,  was  mentioned ;  and  it  was  afked,  who  (hould  be  honoured 
by  having  his  monument  firft  ereftcd  there.  Somebody  fuggefted  Pope, 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  as  Pope  was  a  Roman  Catholick,  i  would  not  have 
his  to  be  firft.  I  think  Milton's  rather  Ihould  have  the  precedence.  I  think 
more  highly  of  him  now  than  i  did  at  twenty.  There  is  more  thinking  in 
Jum  and  in  Butkr  than  in  any  of  our  poets." 

Some  of  the  company  exprefled  a  wonder  why  the  audiour  of  fo  excellent 
a  book  as  "  The  whole  Duty  of  Man"  fhould  conceal  himfelf.  Johnson. 
**  There  may  be  different  reafons  affigned  for  this,  any  one  of  which  would  be 
very  fufficient.  He  may  have  been  a  clergyman,  and  may  have  thought  that 
his  religious  counfels  would  have  lefe  weight  when  known  to  come  from  a  man 
whofe  profeffion  was  Theology.  He  may  have  been  a  man  whofe  praftice 
was  not  fuitable  to  his  principles ;  fo  that  his  charafter  might  injure  the  efiedt 
of  his  book,  which  he  had  written  in  a  feafon  of  penitence.  Or  he  may  have 
been  a  nian  of  rigid  felf-denial,  fo  that  he  would  have  no  reward  for  his  pious 
labours  while  in  this  world,  but  refer  it  all  to  a  future  ftate." 

The  gendemen  went  away  to  their  club,  and  I  was  left  at  Beauclerk's  till 
the  fete  of  my  eleftion  fhould  be  announced  to  me.  In  a  fhort  time  I 
received  the  agreeable  intelligence  that  I  was  chofen.  I  haftened  to  the  place 
of  meeting,  and  was  introduced  to  fuch  a  focicty  as  can  feldom  be  found. 
Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  whom  I  then  faw  for  the  firft  rime,  and  whofe  fplendid 
talents  had  long  made  me  ardently  wifli  for  his  acquaintance  j  Dr.  Nugent, 
Mr.  Garrick,  Dr.  Goldfmith,  Mr.  (now  Sir  William,)  Jones,  and  the  com- 
pany widi  whom  I  had  dined.  Upon  my  entrance,  Johnfon  placed  himfelf 
behind  a  chair,  on  which  he  leaned  as  on  a  delk  or  pulpit,  and  with  humorous 
formality  gave  me  a  Charge^  pointing  out  the  conduft  expefted  from  me  as  a 
jgood  member  of  this  club. 

Goldfmith  produced  fome  very  abfurd  verfes  which  had  been  publickly 
.recited  to  aa  audience  for  money.    Johnson.  «  I  can  match  this  nonfenfe. 
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There  was  a  poem  called  ^  Eugenio/  which  came  out  fome  years  ago,  and     '775* 
concluded  thus :  ^tau  64. 

'  And  now,  ye  trifling  felf-afluming  elves, 
'  Brimful  of  pride,  of  nothing,  of  yourfelves, 
'  Survey  Eugenio,  view  him  o'er  and  o'er, 
^  Then  fink  into  yourfelves,  and  be  no  more/ 

Nay,  Dryden  in  his  poem  on  the  Royal  Society,  has  theft  lines : 

'  Then  we  upon  our  globe's  laft  verge  fhall  go^ 

*  And  fee  the  ocean  leaning  on  the  Iky; 

*  From  thence  our  rolling  neighbours  we  Ihall  know, 

*  And  on  the  lunar  world  fecurely  pry." 

Talking  of  puns,  Johnfon,  who  had  a  great  contempt  for  that  fpecies  of 
wit,  deigned  to  allow  that  there  was  one  good  pun  in  "  Menagiana,"  I  think 
on  the  word  corps. 

Much  pleafant  converfation  paflfed,  which  Johnfon  relilhed  with  great,  good 
humour.  But  his  converfation  alone,  or  what  led  to  it,  or  was  interwoven 
with  it,  is  the  bufinefs  of  this  work. 

On  Saturday,  May  i,  we  dined  by  ourfelves  at  our  old  rendezvous,  the 
Mitre  tavern.  He  was  placid,  but  not  much  difpofed  to  talk.  He  obferved, 
that  "  The  Irifli  mix  better  with  the  Englifh  than  the  Scotch  do  \  their  lan- 
guage is  nearer  to  Englifh ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  they  fucceed  very  well  as 
players,  which  Scotchmen  do  not.  Then,  Sir,  they  have  not  that  extreme 
nationality  which  we  find  in  the  Scotch.  I  will  do  you,  Bofwell,  the  juflice 
to  fay,  that  you  are  the  mofl  unfcottified  of  your  countrymen.  You  are  almofl 
the 'Only  inflance  of  a  Scotchman  that  1  have  known,  who  did  not  at  every 
other  fentence  bring  in  fome  other  Scotchman." 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams.  1  introduced  a  queflion  which  has  been 
much  agitated  in  the  Church  of  Scotland,  whether  the  claim  of  lay-patrons  to 
prefent  miniflers  to  parifhes  be  well  founded ;  and  fuppofing  it  to  be  well 
founded,  whether  it  ought  to  be  exercifed  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
people  ?  That  Church  is  compofed  of  a  feries  of  judicatures :  a  Prefbytery, — 
a  Synod, — and,  finally,  a  General  Aflembly ;  before  all  of  which,  this  matter 
may  be  contended :  and  in  fome  cafes  the  Prefbytery  having  refufed  to  induft 
orjettky  as  they  call  it,  the  perfon  prefented  by  the  patron,  it  has  been  found 
necefTary  to  appeal  to  the  General  AfTembly,  He  faid,  I  might  fee  the  fubjeft 
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1 773-     well  treated  in  the  "  Defence  of  Pluralities  j"  and  although  he  thought  that  a* 
iEtau^x!  patron  fhould  exercife  his  right  with  tendernefs  to  the  inclinations  6f  the  people 
of  a  parifti,  he  was  very  clear  as  to  his  right.     Then  fuppofing  the  queftion^ 
to  be  pleaded  before  the  General  Aflembly,  he  diftated  to  me  what  follows : 

"  Against  the  right  of  patrons  is  commonly  oppofed,  by  the  inferiour 
jvidicatures,  the  plea  of  confcience.  Their  confcience  tells  them,  that  the* 
people  ought  to  choofe  their  paftor;  their  confcience  tells  them  that  they 
ought  not  to  iiiipofe  upon  a  congregation  a  minifter  ungrateful  and  unaccept- 
able to  his  auditors.  Confcience  is  nothing  more  than  a  conviftion  felt  by  our- 
felves  of  fomething  to  be  done,  or  fomething  to  be  avoided ;  and,  in  quefldons 
of  fimple  unperplexed  morality,  confcience  is  very  often  a  guide  that  may 
be  trufted.  But  before  confcience  can  determine,  the  ftate  of  the  qucftion 
is  fuppofed  to  be  completely  known.  In  queftions  of  law,  or  of  fa6t,  con- 
fcience is  very  often  confounded  with  opinion.  No  man's  confcience  can  tell 
him  the  rights  of  another  man  :  they  muft  be  known  by  rational  inveftigation 
or  hiftorical  enquiry.  Opinion,  which  he  that  holds  it  may  call  his  confcience, 
may  teach  fome  men  that  religion  would  be  promoted,  and  quiet  preferved,. 
by  granting  to  the  people  univerfally  the  choice  of  their  minifters.  But  it  is 
a  confcience  very  ill  informed  that  violates  the  rights  of  one  man,  for  the  con- 
venience of  ^another.  Religion  cannot  be  promoted  by  mjuftice:  and  it  was 
never  yet  found  that  a  popular  eleftion  was  very  quietly  tranfafted. 

**^  That  jufldce  would  be  violated  by  transferring  to  the  people  the  right  of 
patronage,  is  apparent  to  all  who  know  whence  that  right  had  its  original. 
The  right  of  patronage  was  not  at  firft  a  privilege  torne  by  power  from  unre- 
fifting  poverty.  It  is  not  an  authority  at  firft  ufurped  in  times  of  ignorance,  and 
cftablifhed  only  by  fucceffion  and  by  precedents.  It  is  not  a  grant  capricioufly 
made  from  a  higher  tyrant  to  a  lower.  It  is  a  right  dearly  purchafed  by  the 
firft  poffefTors,.  and  juftly  inherited  by  thofe  that  fucceeded  them.  When 
Chriftianity  was  eftablifhed  in  this  ifland,  a  regular  mode  of  publick  worfhip 
was  prefcribed.  Publick  worihip  requires  a  publick  place ;  and  the  proprie- 
tors of  lands,  as  they  were  converted,  built  churches  for  their  families  and 
their  vaffals.  For  the  maintenance  of  minifters,  they  fettled  a  certain  portion . 
of  their  lands ;  and  a  diftrift,  through  which  each  minifter  was  required  to 
extend  his  care,  was,  Ijy  that  circumfcription,  conftituted  a  *parifh.  This  is 
a  pofition  fo  generally  received  in  England,  that  the  extent  of  a  manor  and 
of  a  parifti  are  regularly  received  for  each  other.  The  churches  which  the 
proprietors  of  lands  had  thus  built  and  thus  endowed,  they  juftly  thought 
themfelves  entided  to  provide  with  minifters ,  and  where  the  epifcopal  govern- 
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ment  prevails,  the  Bifliop  has  no  power  to  rejed  a  man  nominated  by  the 
patron,  but  for  fome  crime  that  might  exclude  him  from  the  pricfthood. 
For  the  endowment  of  the  church  being  the  gift  of  the  landlord,  he  was  con- 
fequcntly  at  liberty  to  give  it  according  to  his  choice,  to  any  man  capable 
of  performing  the  holy  offices-  The  people  did  not  choofe  him,  becaufe  the 
people  did  not  pay  him. 

"  We  hear  it  fomeumes  urged,  that  this  original  right  is  pafled  out  of 
memory,  and  is  obliterated  and  obfcured  by  many  tranflations  of  property  and 
changes  of  government;  that  fcarce  any  church  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
heirs  of  the  builders ;  and  that  the  prefent  perfons  have  entered  fubfequently 
upon  the  pretended  rights  by  a  thoufand  accidental  and  unknown  caufes.  Much 
of  this,  perhaps,  is  true.  But  how  is  the  right  of  patronage  extinguifhed  ? 
If  the  right  followed  the  lands,  it  is  pofTefled  by  the  fame  equity  by  which 
the  lands  arc  poffcfled.  It  is,  in  effedt,  part  of  the  manor,  and  protedted  by 
the  fame  laws  with  every  other  privilege.  Let  us  fuppofe  an  eftate  forfeited 
by  treafon,  and  granted  by  the  Crown  to  a  new  family.  With  the  lands  were 
forfeited  all  the  rights  appendant  to  thofe  lands;  by  the  fame  power  that  grants 
the  lands,  the  rights  alfo  are  granted.  The  right  loft  to  the  patron  falls  not 
to  the  people,  but  is  either  retained  by  the  Crown,  or,  what  to  the  people  is 
the  fame  thing,  is  by  the  Crown  given  away.  Let  it  change  hands  ever  fo 
often,  it  is  poflefled  by  him  that  receives  it  with  the  fame  right  as  it  was  con- 
veyed. It  may,  indeed,  like  all  our  pofleflions,  be  forcibly  feized  or  fraudu- 
lendy  obtained.  But  no  mjury  is  ftill  done  to  the  people ;  for  what  they  never 
had,  they  have  never  loft.  Caius  may  ufurp  the  right  of  Titius ;  but  neither 
Caius  nor  Titius  injure  the  people :  and  no  man's  confcience,  however  tender 
or  however  active,  can  prompt  him  to  reftore  what  may  be  proved  to  have 
been  never  taken  away.  Suppofing,  what  I  think  cannot  be  proved,  that  a 
popular  ele£bion  of  minifters  were  to  be  defired,  our  delires  are  not  the  meafurc 
of  equity.  It  were  to  be  defu-ed  that  power  ftiould  be  only  in  the  hands  of 
the  merciful,  and  riches  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  generous ;  but  the  law  muft 
leave  both  riches  and  power  where  it  finds  them  ;  and  muft  often  leave  riches 
with  the  covetous,  and  power  with  the  cruel.  Convenience  may  be  a  rule  in 
little  things,  where  no  other  rule  has  been  eftabliftied.  But  as  the  great  ei^d 
of  government  is  to  give  every  man  his  own,  no  inconvenience  is  greater  than 
that  of  making  right  uncertain.  Nor  is  any  man  more  an  enemy  to  publick 
peace,  than  he  who  fills  weak  heads  with  imaginary  claims,  and  breaks  the 
feries  of  civil  fubordination,  by  inciting  the  lower  clafTes  of  mankind  to 
encroach  upon  the  higher. 
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"  Havmg  thus  Ihewn  that  the  right  of  patronage,  being  originally  purchafedj. 
may  be  legally  transferred,  and  that  it  is  now  in  the  hands  of  lawful  pofleflbrs, 
at  leaft  as  certainly  as  any  other  right,  we  have  left  to  the  advocates  of  the 
people  no  other  plea  than  that  of  convenience.  Let  us,  therefore,  now  con- 
fidcr  what  the  people  would  really  gain  by  a  general  abolition  of  the  right  of. 
patronage.  What  is  moft  to  be  defired  by  fuch  a  change  is,  that  the  country, 
fliould  be  fupplied  with  better  minifters.  But  why  fhould  we  fuppofe  that  the 
parifti  will  make  a  wifer  choice  than  the  patron  ?  If  we  fuppofe  mankind 
aftuated  by  intereft,.  the  patron  is  more  likely  to  choofe  with  caution,  becaufe 
he  will  fufFer  more  by  choofmg. wrong.  By  the  deficiencies  of  his  minifter,  or 
by  his  vices,  he  is  equally  offended  with  the  reft  of  the  congregation ;.  but  he 
will  have  this  reafon  more  to  lament  them^  that  they  will  be  imputed  to  his> 
abfurdity  or  corruption.  The  qualifications  of  a  minifter  are  well  known  ta 
be  learning  and  piety.  Of  his  learning  the  patron  is  probably  the  only  judge 
in  the  parifh  j  and  of  his  piety  not  lefs  a  judge  than  others  i  and  is  more  likely^ 
to  inquire  minutely  and  diligently  before  he  gives  a  prefentation,  than  one  of 
the  parochial. rabble,  who  can  give  nothing  but  a  vote.  It  may  be  urged,  that 
though  the  parifti  might  not  choofe  better  minifters,  they  would  at  leaft  choofe 
minifters  whom  they  like  better,  and  who  would  therefore  officiate  with  greater 
efficacy.  That  ignorance  and  perverfenefs  fhould  always  obtain  what  they  like,, 
was  never  confidered  as  the  end  of  government ;  of  which  it  is  the  great  and 
ftanding  benefit,  that  the  wife  fee  for  the  fimple,  and  the  regular  a6t  for  the 
capricious.  But  that  this  argument  fuppofes  the  people  capable  of  judging, 
and  refolute  to  adt  according  to  their  beft  judgements,  though  this  be  fuf- 
ficiendy  abfurd,  is  not  all  its  abfurdity;  It  fuppofes  not  only  wifdom,  but 
unanimity  in  thofe,  who  upon  no  other  occafions  are  unanimous  or  wife.  If 
by  fome  ftrange  concurrence  all  the  voices  of  a  parifli  fliouW  unite  in  the 
choice  of  any  fingle  man,  though  I  could  not  charge  the  patron  with  injuflice 
for  prefenting  a  minifter,  I  fhould  cenfure  him  as  unkind  and  injudicious. 
But,  it  is  evident,  that  as  irf  all  other  popular  eleftions  there  will  be  contra- 
riety of  judgement  and  acrimony  of  pafTion,  a  parifti  upon  every  vacancy, 
would  break  into  faftions,  and  the  conteft  for  the  choice  of  a  minifter  would 
fet  neighbours  at  variance  and  bring  difcord  into  families.  The  minifter  would 
be  taught  all  the  arts  of  a  candidate,  would  flatter  fome  and  bribe  others  r 
and  the  ele<5tors, .  as  in  all  other  cafes,  would  call  for  holidays  and  ale,  and- 
break  the  heads  of  each  other  during  the  jollity  of  the  canvas.  The  time 
muft,  however,  come  at  laft,  when  one  of  the  faftions  muft  prevail,  and  one- 
of  die  minifters  get  ppfTcffion  of  the  church.    On  what  terms  does  he  enters 
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upon  his  miniftiy  but  thofe  of  enmity  with  half  his  parifh  ?  By  what  prudence  '773- 
or  what  diligence  can  he  hope  to  conciliate  the  afFeftions  of  that  party  by  whofe  ^tat.  64! 
defeat  he  has  obtained  his  living  ?  Every  man  who  voted  againft  him  will 
enter  the  church  with  hanging  head  and  downcaft  eyes,  afraid  to  encounter 
that  neighbour  by  whofe  vote  and  influence  he  has  been  overpowered.  He 
will  hate  his  neighbour  for  oppofing  him,  and  his  minifter  for  having  prolpered 
by  the  oppofition  5  and,  as  he  will  never  fee  him  but  with  pain,  he  will  never 
lee  him  but  with  hatreds  Of  a  minifter  prefented  by  the  patron,  the  parifh 
has  feldom  any  thing  worfe  to  fay  than  that  they  do  not  know  him.  Of  a 
minifter  chofen  by  a  popular  conteft,  all  thofe  who  do  not  favour  him  have 
nurfed  up  in  their  bofoms  principles  of  hatred  and  reafons  of  rejeftion.  Anger 
is  excited  principally  by  pride.  The  pride  of  a  common  man  is  very  little 
exalperated  by  the  fuppofed  ufurpation  of  an  acknowledged  fuperiour.  He 
bears  only  his  litde  ftiare  of  a  general  evil,  and  fufFcrs  in  common  with  the 
whole  parifti :  but  when  the  conteft  is  between  equals,  the  defeat  has  many 
aggravations  j  and  he  that  is  defeated  by  his  next  neighbour  is  feldom  latisfied 
without  fome  revenge :  and  it  is  hard  to  fay  what  bitternefs  of  malignity  would 
prevail  in  a  parifti  where  thefe  eleftions  fhould  happen  to  be  frequent,  and  the 
enmity  of  oppofition  fliould  be  re-kindled  before  it  had  cooled." 

Though  I-  prefent  to  my  readers  Dr.  Johnfon's  mafterly  thoughts  on  this 
Aibjeft,  I  think  it  proper  to  declare,  that  notwithftanding  I  am  myfelf  a  lay- 
patron,  I  do  not  entirely  fubfcribe  to  his  opinioni 

On -Friday,  May  7,  1  breakfafted  with  him  at  Mr.  Thrale*s  in  the  Borough. . 
While  we  were  alone,  I  endeavoured  as  weU  as  I  could  to  apologife  for  a  lady 
who  had  been  divorced  from  her  huft^and  by  a6t  of  parliament.  I  faid,  that 
he  had  ufed  her  very  ill,  had  behaved  brutally  to  her,  and  that  fhe  could  not 
continue  to  live  with  him  without  having  her  delicacy  contaminated ;  that  all 
afFedion  for  him  was  thus  deftroyed ;  that  the  eflence  of  conjugal  union  being 
gone,  there  remained  only  a  cold  form,  a  mere  civil  obligation  j  that  flie  was 
in  the  prime  of  hfe,  with  qualities  to  produce  happinefs ;  that  thefe  ought  not . 
to  be  loft ;  and,  that  the  gentleman  on  whofe  account  Ihe  was  divorced  had 
gained  her  heart  while  thus  unhappily  fituated.  Seduced,  perhaps,  by  the 
charms  of  the  lady  in  queftion,  I  thus  attempted  to  palliate  what  1  was  fen- 
fible  could  not  be  juftified ;  for,  when  I  had  finifhed  my  harangue,  my  vene- 
rable friend  gave  me  a  proper  check :  "  My  dear  Sir,  never  accuftom  your 
mind  to  mingle  virtue  and  vice.  The  woman's  a  whore,  and  there's  an 
end  on 't/' 
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He  defcribed  the  father  erf'  one  of  his  friends  thus :  «  Sir,  he  was  fo  exuberant 
a  talker  at  publick  meetings,  that  the  gentlemen  of  his  county  were  afraid  of 
him.     No  bufinefs  could  be  done  for  his  declamation." 

He  did  not  give  me  full  credit  when  I  mentioned  that  I  had  carried  on 
a  Ihort  converfation  by  figns  with  fome  Efquimaux,  who  were  then  in  London, 
particularly  with  one  of  them  who  was  a  prieft.  He  thought  I  could  not  make 
them  underftand  me.  No  man  was  more  incredulous  as  to  particular  h&s, 
which  were  at  all  extraordinary ;  and  therefore  no  man  was  more  fcrupuloufly 
inquifitive,  in  order  to  difcover  the  truth.  ^ 

I  dined  with  him  this  day  at  the  houfe  of  my  friends,  Meffieurs  Edward 
and  Charles  Dilly,  bookfellers  in  the  Poultry :  there  were  prefent,  their  elder 
brother  Mr.  Dilly  of  Bedfordfhire,  Dr.  Goldfinith,  Mr.  Langcon,  Mr. 
Claxton,  Reverend  Dr.  Mayo  a  diffenting  minifter,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Toplady, 
and  my  friend  the  Reverend  Mr.  Temple, 

Hawkefworth's  compilation  of  the  voyages  to  the  South  Sea  being  men- 
tioned ; — ^Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  you  talk  of  it  as  a  fubjeft  of  commerce,  it  will 
be  gainful;  if  as  a  book  that  is  to  increafe  human  knowledge,  I  believe  there 
will  not  be  much  of  that.  Hawkefworth  can  tell  only  what  the  voyagers  have 
told  him,  and  they  have  found  very  litde,  only  one  new  animal,  I  think." 
BoswELL.  "  But  many  infeds.  Sir."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  as  to  infefts, 
Ray  reckons  of  Bririfh  infefts  twenty  thoufand  fpecies.  They  might  have 
have  ftaid  at  home  and  difcovered  enough  in  that  way." 

Talking  of  birds,  I  mentioned  Mr.  Daines  Barrington's  ingenious  Eflay 
againft  the  received  notion  of  their  migration.  Johnson.  "  I  think  we  have 
as  good  evidence  for  the  migration  of  woodcocks  as  can  be  defired.  We 
find  they  difappear  at  a  certain  time  of  the  year,  and  appear  again  at  a  certain 
time  of  the  year  j  and  fome  of  them,  when  weary  in  their  flight,  have  been 
known  ta  alight  on  the  rigging  of  Ihips  far  out  at  fea."  One  of  the  company 
obferved,  that  there  had  been  inftances  of  fome  of  them  found  in  fummcr 
in  Eflfex.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  ftrengthens  our  argument.  Exceptio  probat 
regulam.  Some  being  found  fhews,  that,  if  all  remained,  many  would  be  found. 
A  few  fick  or  lame  ones  may  be  found."  Goldsmith.  "  There  is  a  partial 
migration  of  the  fwallows ;  the  ftronger  ones  migrate,  the  others  do  not." 

Boswell.  "  I  am  well  aflTured  that  the*  people  of  Otaheite  who  have  the 
bread-tree,  the  fruit  of  which  ferves  them  for  bread,  laughed  heartily 
when  they  were  informed  of  the  tedious  procefs  neceflary  with  us  to  have 
bread; — ^plowing,  fowing,  harrowing,  reaping,  threlhing,  grinding,  baking.** 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  all  ignorant  favages  will  laugh  when  they  are  told  of 
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die  advantages  of  civilized  life.     Were  you  to  tell  men  who  live  widiout     i773- 
houfes,  how  we  pile  brick  upon  brick  and  rafter  upon  rafter,  and  that  after  a  [^tat^  64. 
houfe  is  raifed  to  a  certain  height,  a  man  tumbles  off  a  fcafFold  and  breaks 
his  neck,  he  would  laugh  heartily  at  pur  folly  in  building ;  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  men  are  better  without  houfes.     No,  Sir,  (holding  up  a  flicc  of  a 
good  loaf,)  this  is  better  than  the  bread-tree/' 

He  repeated  an  argument,  which  is  to  be  found  in  his  "  Rambler,"  againft 
rfie  notion  that  the  brute  creation  is  endowed  with  the  faculty  of  reafon :  "  birds 
build  by  inftinftj  they  never  improve:  they  build  their  firft  neft  as  well  as 
any  one  that  they  ever  build."  Goldsmith.  "  Yet  we  fee  if  you  take  away 
a  bird's  neft  with  the  eggs  in  it,  Ihe  will  make  a  (lighter  neft  and  lay  again." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  is  becaufe  at  firft  flie  has  full  time,  and  makes  her  neft 
deliberately.  In  the  cafe  you  mention  ffie  is  prefled  to  lay,  and  muft  there- 
fore make  her  neft  quickly,  and  confequently  it  will  be  flight."  Goldsmith. 
**  The  nidification  of  birds  is  what  is  leaft  known  in  natural  hiftory,  though 
one  of  the  moft  curious  things  in  it." 

I  introduced  the  fubje6l  of  toleration..  Johnson.  '^  Every  fociety  has  a 
right  to  preferve  publick  peace  and  order,  and  therefore  has  a  good  right  to 
prohibitlhe  propagation  of  opinions  which  have  a  dangerous  tendency.  To  ' 
fay  the  magiftrate  hzs  this  right,  is  ufing  an  inadequate  word :  it  is  ^t  fociety 
for  which  the  magiftrate  is  agent.  He  may  be  morally  or  theologically  wrong  . 
in  reftraining  the  propagation  of  opinions  which  he  thinks  dangerous,  but  he 
is  politically  right."  Mayo.  "  I  am  of  opinion.  Sir,  that  every  man  is  entitled 
to  liberty  of  confcience  in  religion  j  and  that  the  magiftrate  cannot  reftrain 
that  right."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  agree  with  you.-  Every  man  has  a  right  to 
-liberty  of  confcience, .,  and  with  that  the  magiftrate  cannot  interfere.  People 
confound  liberty  of  thinking  with  liberty  of  talking;  nay,  with  liberty  of  preach- 
ing. Every  man  has  a  phyfical  right  to  tfiink  as  he  pleafes  -,  for  it  cannot  be 
difcovered  how  he  thinks.  He  has  not  a  moral  right  j  for  he  ought  to  inform 
himfelf  and  think  juftly.  But,  Sir,  no  member  of  a  fociety  has  a  right  to  teach 
any  dodtrine  contrary  to  what  that  fociety  holds  to  be  true. .  The  magiftrate,  I 
fay,  may  be  wrong  in  what  he  thinks  j  but,  while  he  thinks  himfelf  right,  he 
may,  and  ought  to  enforce  what  he  thinks."  Mayo.  *'  Then,  Sir,  we  are 
to  remain  always  in  errour,  and  truth  never  can  prevail;  and  the  magiftrate 
was  right  in  perfecuting  the  firft  Chriftians."  Johnson.  **  Sir,  the  only  method 
by  which  religious  truth  can  be  eftabliflied  is  by  martyrdom.  The  magiftrate  : 
has  a  right  to  enforce  what  he  thinks  j  and  he  who  is  confcious  of  the  truth 
has  a  right  to  fufFcr.    I  am  afraid  there  is  no  other  way  of  afcertaining  the 
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truth,  but  by  perfecution  on  the  one  hand  and  enduring  it  on  the  other.*' 
Goldsmith.  "  But  how  is  a  man  to  aft.  Sir  ?     Though  firmly  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  his  doftrine,  may  he  not  think  it  wrong  to  expofe  himfelf  to 
perfecution  ?     Has  he  a  right  to  do  fo  ?     Is  it  not,  as  it  were,  committing 
voluntary  fuicide  ?"     Johnson.  "  Sir,  as  to  voluntary  fuicide,  as  you  call  it, 
there  are  twenty  thoufand  men  in  an  army  who  will  go  without  fcruple  to  be 
ihot  at,  and  mount  a  breach  fur  five-pence  a  day."     Goldsmith.  "  But  have 
they  a  moral  right  to  do  this  ?"     Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  if  you  will  not  take 
the  univerfal  opinion  of  mankind,  I  have  nothing  to  fay.     If  mankind  cannot 
defend  their  own  way  of  thinking,  I  cannot  defend  it.    'Sir,  if  a  man  is  in 
doubt  whether  it  would  be  better  for  him  to  expofe  himfelf  to  martyrdom  or 
jiot,  he  fliould  not  do  it.     He  muft  be  convinced  that  he  has  a  delegation 
from  heaven."     Goldsmith.  "  I  would  confider  whether  there  is  the  greater 
chance  of  good  or  evil  upon  the  whole.     If  I  fee  a  man  who  has  fallen  into  a 
iwell,  I  would  wi(h  to  help  him  out ;  but  if  there  is  a  greater  probability  that 
he  fliall  pull  me  in,  than  that  I  ftiail  pull  him  out,  I  would  not  attempt  it.  So 
<were  I  to  go  to  Turkey,  I  might  wifli  to  convert  the  Grand  Signor  to  the 
Chriftian  faith  -,  but  when  I  confidered  that  I  fhould  probably  be  put  to  death 
without  efFedtuating  my  purpofe  in  any  degree,  I  fliOuld  keep  myfelf  quiet.'* 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  muft  confider  that  we  have  perfeft  and  imperfeft  obli- 
gations.    Perfeft  obligations,  which  are  generally  not  to  do  fomething,  are 
clear  and  pofitive ;    as,  ^  thou  fhalt  not  kiD.'     But  charity,  for  inftance,  is 
not  definable  by  limits.     It  is  a  duty  to  give  to  the  poor ;  but  no  man  can 
fay  how  much  another  fhould  give  to  the  poor,  or  when  a  man  has  given  too 
little  to  fave  his  fouL     In  the  fame  manner,  it  is  a  duty  to  inftruft  the  igno- 
.rant,  and  of  confequence  to  convert  infidels  to  Chriftianity ;  but  no  man  in 
the  common  courfe  of  things  is  obliged  to  carry  this  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to 
.incur  the  danger  of  martyrdom,  as  no  man  is  obliged  to  ftrip  himfelf  to  the 
fliirt  in  order  to  give  charity.     I  have  faid,  that  a  man  muft  be  perfuaded 
that  he  has  a  particular  delegation  from  heaven."     Goldsmith.  "  How  is 
this  to  be  known  ?     Our  firft  reformers,  who  were  burnt  for  not  believing 
.bread  and  wine  to  be  Christ." —    JoHif  son.  (interrupting  him,)  "  Sir,  they 
were  not  burnt  for  not  believing  bread  and  wine  to  be  Christ,  but  for  infulting 
thofe  who  did  believe  it.     And,  Sir,  when  the  firft  reformers  began,  they  did 
not  intend  to  be  martyred:  as  many  of  them  ran  away  as  could."     Bos  well. 
"  But,  Sir,  there  was  your  countryman,  El'wal,  who  you  told  me  challenged 
King  George  with  his  black-guards  and  his  red-guards."    Johnson.  "  My 
xountryman,  Elwal,  Sir,  fhould  have  been  put  in  the  ftocks ;  a  proper  pulpit 
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for  him,  and  he'd  have  had  a  numerous  audience.  A  man  who  preaches  in 
the  ftocks  will  always  have  hearers  enough."  Boswell.  "  But  Elwal  thought 
himfelf  in  the  right."  Johnson.  "  We  are  not  providing  for  mad  people  ; 
there  are  places  for  them  m  the  neighbourhood,"  (meaning  Moorfields.) 
Mayo.  "  But,  Sir,  is  it  not  very  hard  that  I  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  teach  my 
children  what  I  really  believe  to  be  the  truth  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you 
might  contrive  to  teach  your  children  extra  Jcandalum ;  but.  Sir,  the  magiftrate, 
if  he  knows  it,  has  a  right  to  reftrain  you.  Suppofe  you  teach  your  children 
to  be  thieves  ?"  Mayo.  "  This  is  making  a  joke  of  the  fubjeft."  Johnson. 
*'  Nay,  Sir,  take  it  thus : — ^that  you  teach  them  the  community  of  goods,  for 
which  there  are  as  many  plaufible  arguments  as  for  moft  erroneous  doftrines. 
You  teach  them  that  all  things  at  firft  were  in  common,  and  that  no  man  had  a 
right  to  any  thing  but  as  he  laid  his  hands  upon  it;  and  that  this  flill  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  the  rule  amongft  mankind.  Here,  Sir,  you  fap  a  great  principle  in 
fociety, — ^property.  And  don't  you  think  the  magiftrate  would  have  a  right 
to  prevent  you  ?  Or,  fuppofe  you  fhould  teach  your  children  the  notions  of 
the  Adamites,  and  they  fliould  run  naked  into  the  ftreets,  would  not  the 
magiftrate  have  a  right  to  flog- 'em  into  their  doublets  ?"  Mayo.  "  I  think 
the  magiftrate  has  no  right  to  interfere  till  there  is  fome  overt  aft."  Boswell. 
*'  So,  Sir,  though  he  fees  an  enemy  to  the  ftate  charging  a  blunderbufs,  he  is 
not  to  interfere  tiU  it  is  fired  off."  Mayo.  "  He  muft  be  fure  of  its  direftion 
againft  the  ftate."  Johnson.  "  The  magiftrate  is  to  judge  of  that. — ^He  has 
no  right  to  reftrsdn  your  thinking,  becaufe  the  evil  centers  in  yourfelf  If  a 
man  were  fitting  at  this  table,  and  chopping  off"  his  fingers,  the  magiftrate, 
as  guardian  of  the  community,  has  no  authority  to  reftrain  him,  however  he 
might  do  it  from  kindnefs  as  a  parent.— Though,  indeed,  upon  more  con- 
fideration,  I  think  he  may;  as  it  is  probable  that  he  who  is  chopping  off  his 
own  fingers,  may  foon  proceed  to  chop  off  thofe  of  other  people.  If  I  think 
it  right  to  fteal  Mr.  DiUy's  plate,  I  am  a  bad  man ;  but  he  can  fay  nothing 
to  me.  If  I  make  an  open  declaration  that  I  think  fo,  he  will  keep  me  out 
of  his  houfe.  If  I  put  forth  my  hand,  I  fhall  be  fent  to  Newgate.  This  is  the 
gradation  of  thinking,  preaching,  and  afting :  if  a  man  thinks  erroneoufly, 
he  may  keep  his  thoughts  to  himfelfi  and  nobody  will  trouble  him  \  if  he 
preaches  erroneous  do<5trine,  focifty  may  expel  himj  if  he  afts  in  confequence 
of  it,  the  law  takes  place,  and  he  is  hanged."  Mayo.  "  But,  Sir,  ought  not 
Chriftians  to  have  liberty  of  confciencc  ?"  Johnson.  "  I  have  already  told 
you  fo.  Sir.  You  are  qoming  back  to  where  you  were."  Boswell.  "  Dr. 
Mayo  is  always  taking  a  return  poft-chaife,  and  gobg  the  ftagc  over  again. 
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»77J-  He  has  it  at  half  price/*  Johnson,  "  Dr.  Mayo^  like  other  champions  for 
^MxaCu.  unlimited  toleration^  has  got  a  fet  of  words  ^  Sir,  it  is  no  matter,  politically,, 
whether  the  magiftratc  be  right  or  wrong.  Suppofe  a  club  were  to  be  formed 
to  drink  confufion  to  King  George  the  Third,  and  a  happy  reftoration  to 
Charles  the  Third  j  this  would  be  very  bad  with  relpeft  to  the  ftatcj  but 
every  member  of  that  club  muft  either  conform  to  its  rules,  or  be  turned  out 
of  it.  Old  Baxter,  I  remember,  maintains,  that  the  magiftrate  flioukl  *  tolerate 
all  things  that  are  tolerable/  This  is  no  good  definition  of  toleration  upon 
any  principle ;  but  it  fhews  that  he  thought  fome  things  were  not  tolerable/^ 
ToPLADY.  "  Sir,  you  have  untwifted  this  difficult  fubjeft  with  great 
dexterity," 

During  this  argument,. Goldfmith  lat  in  reftlefs  agitation,  from  a  wifh  to  get 
in,  and  fhine.     Finding  himfelf  excluded,,  he  had  taken  his  hat  to  go  away, 
but  remained  for  fome  time' with  it  in  his  hand,  like  a  gamfcfter,  who  at  the- 
clofc  of  a  long  ni^t,  lingers,  for  a  little  while,  to  fee  if  he  can  have  aiavour- 
able  opening  to  finifh  with  fuccefs.     Once  when  he/ was  beginning  to  fpeak,. 
he  found  himfelf  overpowered  by  the  loud  voice  of  Johnfon,  who  was  at-  the. 
oppofite  end  of  the  table,  and  did  not  perceive  Goldfmith's  attempt.     Thus 
difappointed  of  his  wifh  to  obtain  the  attention  of  the  company,  Goldfmith  in  a. 
paffion  threw  down  his  hat,  looking  angrily  at  Johnfon,  and  exclaiming  in  a  bitter 
tone,  "  Take  it.*"^    When  Toplady  was  going  to  fpeak,  Johnfon  uttered  fome 
found,  which  led  Goldfmith  to  think  that  he  was  beginning  again,  and  taking  the 
words  from  Toplady^    Upon  which,  he  feized  this  opportunity  of  venting  his 
own  envy  and  fpleen,  under  the  pretext  of  lupporting.  another  perfon :  "  Sir,^. 
(faid  he  to  Johnfon,)  the  gentleman  has  heard  you  patiendy  for  an  hour; 
pray  allow  us  now  to  hear  him."     Johnson,  (fternly,)  "  Sir,  I  was  not 
interrupting  the  gentleman.     I  was  only  giving  him  a  fignal  of  my  attention*. 
Sir,  you  are  impertinent.'*^    Goldfmith  made  no  reply,  but  continued  in  the 
company  for  fome  time. 

A  gendeman  prefent  ventured  to  afk  Dr.  Johnfon  if  there  was  not  a  noate- 
rial  difference  as  to  toleration  of  opinions  which  lead  to  aftion,  and  opinions 
merely  fpeculative  i  for  inftance,  would  it  be  wrong  in  the  magiftrate  to  tolerate 

»  Dr.  Mayo's  calm  temper  and  fteady  perfcvcrance,  rendered  him  an  admirable  fubjcd  for  the 
cxercifcof  Dr.  Johnfon's  powerfal  abilities.    He  never  flinched;  but,  after  reiterated  blows^. 
remained  fcemingly  unmoved  aa  at  the  firft.     The  fcintiHations  of  Johnfon^  gcniua  flaihed  every 
time  he  was  ftruck,  without  his  receiving  any  injury.    Hence  he  obtained  the  epithet  of  Ths 
Literary  Anyiu 
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thofe  who  preach  againft  the  do£trine  of  the  Teinity.  Johnfbn  was  highly  »775* 
offended,  and  faid,  "  I  wonder.  Sir,  how  a  gendeman  of  your  piety  can  ^J^Jf^ 
introduce  this  fubjeft  in  a  mixed  company."  He  told  me  afterwards,  that  the 
impropriety  was,  that  perhaps  fbme  of  the  company  might  have  talked  on  the 
fubje£t  in  fuch  terms  as  would  have  Ihocked  him ;  or  he  might  have^been 
forced  to  appear  in  their  eyes  a  narrow-minded  man.  The  gendeman,  with 
fubmilTiye  deference,  faid,  he  had  only  hinted  at  the  queftion  from  a  defire 
to  hear  Dr.  Johnfon's  opinion  upon  it.  Johnson.  <^  Why  then.  Sir,  I  think 
that  permitting  men  to  preach  any  opinion  contrary  to  the  do£hine  of  the 
cftablilhcd  church,  tends,  in  a  certain  degree,  to  leffen  the  audiority  of  the 
church,  and,  confequendy,  to  leffen  the  influence  of  religion."  *^  It  may  be 
confidered,  (faid  the  gentleman,)  whether  it  would  not  be  politick  to  tolerate 
in  fuch  a  cafe.''  Johvson.  ^'  Sir,  we  have  been  talking  of  right :  this  is 
another  quefUon.    /  think  it  is  not  politick  to  tolerate  in  fuch  a  cafe." 

Though  he  did  not  think  it  fit  that  fo  aweflil  a  fubjeft  fliould  be  introduced 
in  a  mixed  company,  and  therefore  at  this  dme  waved  the  theological  quef^ 
tion;  yet  his  own  orthodox:  t>elief  in  the  facred  myftery  of  the  Trinity  is 
evinced  beyond  doubt,  by  the  following  paffagc  in  his  private  devotions ;  "  O 
LoRDi  hear  my  prayers,  for  Jssus  Christ's  fake  i  to  whom  with  thee  and 
the  Holy  Ghosti  three  ferfim  and  me  God,  be  all  honour  and  glory,  world 
without  end.    Amen '." 

BoswELL.  ^  Pray,  Mn  Dilly,  how  does  Dr,  Leland's  *  Hiflory  of  Ireland' 
iell  ?"  Johnson.  (Burfling  forth  with  a  generous  indignation,)  "  The  Irifh 
are  in  a  moft  unnatural  flate  i  for  we  fee  there  the  minority  prevailing  over  the 
majority.  There  is  no  inflance,  even  in  the  ten  perfccurions,  of  fuch  fevefity 
as  that  which  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland  have  exerc'i&d  againft  the  Catho* 
licks«  Did  we  tell  them  we  have  conquered  them>  it  would  be  above 
board :  to  punifti  them  by  confifcadon  and  other  penalties  as  rebels^  was  mon* 
flrous  injuflice.  King  William  was  not  their  lawful  fovereign :  he  had  not 
been  acknowledged  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  when  they  appeared  in  arm§ 
againft  him.'* 

I  here  fuggefted  fomething  &vourable  c^the  Roman  Catholicks«  Toplady. 
**  Does  not  their  invocation  of  faints  fuppofc  omriiprefence  in  the  faints  ?" 
Johnson.  *f  No,  Sirs  it  fuppofes  only  pluriprefence i  and  when  fpirits  are 
divefted  of  matter,  it  feems  probable  that  they  fhouU  fee  widi  more  extent 
than  when  in  an  embodied  ftate«    There  is,  therefore,  no  approach  to  an 

•  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  40* 
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invafion  of  any  of  the  divine  attributes,  in  the  invocation  of  faints.  But  I 
think  it  is  will-worlhip,  and  prefumption.  I  fee  no  command  for  it,  and 
therefore  think  it  is  fafer  not  to  praftife  it." 

He  and  Mr.  Langton  and  I  went  together  to  the  Club,  where  we  found 
Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Garrick,  and  fome  other  members,  and  amongft  them  bur 
friend  Goldfmith,  who  fat  filendy  brooding  over  Johnfon's  reprimand  to  him 
after  dinner.  Johnfon  perceived  this,  and  faid  afide  to  fome  of  us,  ^'  I'll 
make  Goldfmith  forgive  me ;"  and  then  called  to  him  in  a  loud  voice,  "  Dr. 
Goldfmith, — ^fomething  paffed  to-day  where  you  and  I  dined  j  I  alk  your  par- 
don.'* Goldfmith  anfwered  placidly,  "  It  muft  be  much  from  you.  Sir,  that  I 
take  ill."  And  fo  at  once  the  difference  was  over,  and  they  were  on  as  eafy 
terms  as  ever,  and  Goldfmith  ratded  away  as  ufual. 

In  our  way  to  the  club  to-night,  when  I  regretted  that  Goldfmith  would, 
upon  every  occafion,  endeavour  to  fhine,  by  which  he  often  expofed' himfelf^ 
Mr.  Langton  obferved,  that  he  was  not  like  Addifon,  who  was  content  with 
the  fame  of  his  writings,  and  did  not  aim  alfo  at  excellency  in  converfation, 
for  which  he  found  himfclf  unfit ;  and  that  he  faid  to  a  lady,  who  complained 
of  his  having  talked  little  in  company,  *'  Madam,  I  have  but  nine-pence  in 
Iready  money,  but  I  can  draw  for  a  thoufand  pounds."  I  obferved,  that 
Goldfmith  had  a  great  deal  of  gold  in  his  cabinet,  but,  not  content  with  that, 
was  always  taking  out  his  purfe.  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  and  that  fo  often  an 
empty  purfe !" 

Goldfmith's  inceflant  defirc  of  being  confpicuous  in  company,  was  the 
occafion  of  his  fometimes  appearing  to  fuch  difadvantage  as  one  Ihould  hardly 
have  fuppofed  pofTible  in  a  man  of  his  genius.  When  his  literary  reputation 
had  rifcn  defervedly  high,  and  his  fociety  was  much  courted,  he  became  very 
jealous  of  the  extraordinary  attention  which  was  every  where  paid  to  Johnfon. 
One  evening,  in  a  circle  of  wits,  he  found  fauk  with  me  for  talking  of  Johnfon 
as  entitled  to  the  honour  of  unqueflionable  fuperiority.  *'  Sir,  (faid  he,)  you 
are  for  making  a  monarchy  of  what  fhould  be  a  republick." 

He  was  flill  more  mortified,  when  tallying  in  a  company  with  fluqit 
vivacity,  and,  as  he  flattered  himfelf,  to  the  admiration  of  all  who  were 
prefent  j  a  German  who  fat  next  him,  and  perceived  Johnfon  rolling  himfdi^ 
as  if  about  to  fpeak,  fuddenly  flopped  him,  faying,  "Stay,  flay,— Toftor 
Shonfon  is  going  to  fay  fomething."  This  was,  no  doubt,  very  provoking, 
efpecially  to  one  fo  irritable  as  Goldfmith,  who  frcqucndy  mentwned  it  with 
ftrong  exprcflions  of  indignation. 
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It  may  alfo  be  obfenred,  that  Goldfmith  was  fometimes  content  to  be  >775* 
treated  with  an  eafy  familiarity,  but,  upon  occafions,  would  be  confequential  ^SatTdl! 
and  important.  An  inftancc  of  this  occurred  in  a  fmall  particular.  Johnfon 
had  a  way  of  contrafting  the  names  of  his  friends  -,  as,  Beauclerk,  Beau ; 
Bofwell,  Bozzy;  Langton,  Lanky;  Murphy,  Mur;  Sheridan,  Sherry.  I 
remember  one  day,  when  Tom  Davies  was  telling  that  Dr.  Johnfon  faid, 
"  We  are  all  in  labour  for  a  name  to  Goldfs  play,"  Goldfmith  feemed  dif- 
pleafed  that  fuch  a  liberty  fhould  be  taken  with  his  name,  and  faid,  "  I  have 
often  defu-ed  him  not  to  call  me  Goldy.*'  Tom  was  remarkably  attentive  to 
the  moft  minute  circumftance  about  Johnfon.  I  recolleft  his  telling  me 
once,  on  my  arrival  in  London,  "  Sir,  our  great  friend  has  made  an  im* 
jM^ovcment  on  his  appellation  of  old  Mr,  Sheridan.  He  calls  him  now 
Shmy  deny  J* 


To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Bagshaw,  at  Brmley\ 

"  Sir, 

"  I  RETURN  you  my  fincere  thanks  for  your  additions  to  my  Dic- 
tionary ;  but  tli^  new  edition  has  been  publifhed  fome  time,  and  therefore  I 
cannot  now  make  ufe  of  them.  Whether  I  fhall  ever  revife  it  more,  I  know 
not.  If  many  readers  had  been  as  judicious,  as  diligent,  and-  as  communi- 
cative as  yourfelf,  my  work  had  been  betten  The  world  muft  at  prefcnt. 
take  it  as  it  is*    I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obliged 

"  And  moft  humble  fervanr,, 

«  May  8,  1775,  SaM.  JohNSON." 

On  Sunday,  May  8,  I  dined  with  Johnlbn  at  Mr.  Langton's,  with  Dr.  Beattic 
and  fome  other  company.  He  defcantcd  on  the  fubjedl  of  Literary  Property, 
**  There  feems,  (faid  he>)  to  be  in  authours  a  ftronger  right  of  property  than 
that  by  occupancy  -,  a  metaphyfical  right,   a  right,  as  it  were,  of  creation, 

*  The  Reverend  Thomas  6ag(haw»  M.  A.  who  died  on  November  20,  1787*  in  the  feventy- 
.fcventh  year  of  his  age,  Chaplain  of  Bromley  College,  in  Kent,  and  Reftor  of  Southfleet.  He 
had  lefigned  the  cure  of  Bromley  pari(h  fome  time  before  his  death.  For  this,  and  another  letter 
from  Dr.  Johnfon  in  1784,  to  the  fame  truly  refpe^able  roan,  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  John  Loveday, 
of  the  Commons,  who  has  obligingly  tranfcribed  them  for  me  from  the  originals  in  hit 
poffcflion, 
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which  fhouW  from  its  nature  be  perpetual  j  but  the  confent  of  nations  u 
againft  it,  and  indeed  reafon  and  the  interefts  of  learning  are  againft  it ;  for 
were  it  to  be  perpetual,  no  book,  however  ufefiil,  could  be  univerfally  diffufed 
amongft  mankind,  ihould  the  proprietor  take  it  into  his  head  to  leftrain  its 
circulation.  No  book  could  have  the  advantage  of  being  edited  with  notes^ 
however  neccflary  to  its  elucidation,  fliould  the  proprietor  perverfcly  oppofe 
it.  For  the  general  good  of  the  world,  therefore,  whatever  valuable  work  ha$ 
once  been  created  by  an  authour,  and  ilTued  out  by  him,  fhould  be  underilxxxL 
as  no  longer  in  his  power,  but  as  belonging  to  the  publick ;  at  the  fame  time 
the  authour  is  enrided  to  an  adequate  reward.  This  he  fliould  have  by  an 
cxclufive  right  to  his  wgrk  for  a  confiderablc  number  of  years,** 

He  attacked  Lo^d  Monboddo's  Arange  Speculation  on  the  primitive  ftate  of 
human'nature  j  obferving,  "  Sir,  it  is  all  conjefture  zbout  a  thing  uielefs,  eve© 
were  it  known  to  be  true.  Knowledge  of  all  kinds  is  good.  Conjedure,  as  to, 
things  ufeful,  is  good ;  but  conjefhire  as  to  what  it  would  be  ulelds  to  know^ 
fuch  as  whether  men  ever  went  upon  all  four,  is  very  idle.** 

On  Monday,  May  9,  as  I  was  to  fet  out  on  my  return  to  Scotland  next 
morning,  I  was  defu-ous  to  fee  1^  much  of  Dr.  Johnfon  its  I  could.  But  I 
jirft  called  on  Goldfmith  to  take  leave  of  Jiim.  The  jealoufy  and  envy  which^ 
though  poflefled  of  many  moft  amiable  qyalifies,  he  frankly  arrowed,  broke 
.out  violendy  at  this  interview^  Upon  iinother  occalion,  when  Goldfinith 
confefled  himfelf  to  be  of  an  envious  dilpofidon,  I  contended  with  Johnifbn 
that  we  ought  not  to  be  angry  with  him,  he  was  fo  candid  in  owning  it. 
'*'  Nay,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,}  we  joiuft  be  angry  that  a  man  has  fuch  a  fuper- 
abundance  of  JUi  odious  quality  diat  he  cannot  keep  it  withm  his  own  breaf!; 
but  it  boils  oven**  In  my  opinion^  however,  Goldfmith  had  iiot  more  of  it 
than  other  people  have,  but  only  talked  of  it  freely. 

He  now  feemed  very  angry  that  Johnfon  was  going  to  be  a  traveller ;  faid, 
**  he  would  be  a  dead  weight  for  me  to  carry,  and  that  I  fhould  never  be  able 
to  lug  him  along  through  the  Highlands  and  Hebrides.**  Nor  would  he 
patiendy  allow  me  to  enlarge  upon  Johnfon's  wonderful  abilities)  butexdaimed, 
';  Is  he  like  Burke,  who  winds  into  a  fubjfeft  like  a  ferpent  ?'*  *^  But,  (faid  I,) 
Johnfon  is  the  Hercules  who  ftrangled  ferpents  in  his  cradle." 

I  dined  with  Dr.  Johnfon  at  General  Paoli^s.  He  W9^  obliged,  by  indilpo* 
fition,  to  leave  the*  company  early ;  he  appointed  me,  however,  to  meet  him 
in  the  evening  at  Mr.  (now  Sir  Robert,)  Chambers's  in  the  Temple,  where 
he  accordingly  came,  though  he  continued  to  be  very  ill.  Chambers,  as  is 
common  on  fuch  occafions,  prefcribed  various  remedies  to  him.  Johkson:. 
J  {fretted 
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ffretted  by  pain,)  "  Pr'ythec  don't  teaze  me.  Stay  till  I  am  well,  and  then  i773- 
you  Ihall  tell  me  how  to  cure  myfclf."  He  grew  better,  and  talked  with  a  ^tatl^i! 
noble  enthufiafm  of  keeping  up  the  reprefcntation  of  rielpeftable  families.  His 
zeal  on  this  fubje6t  was  a  circumftance  in  his  charafter  exceedingly  remark- 
able, when  it  is  confidered  that  he  himfelf  had  no  pretenfions  to  blood.  I 
heard  him  once  fay,  "  I  have  great  merit  in  being  zealous  for  fubordination 
and  the  honours  of  birth  j  for  I  can  hardly  teU  who  was  my  grandfather.*' 
He  maintained  the  dignity  and  propriety  of  male  fucccfSon,  in  oppofition  to 
the  opinion  of  one  of  our  friends,  who  had  that  day  employed  Mr.  Chambers 
to  draw  his  will,  devijSng  his  eftate  to  his  three  lifters,  in  preference  to  a  remote 
heir  male.  Johnibn  called  them  three  dowdies^  and  faid,  with  as  high  a  fpirit 
as  the  boldeft  Baron  in  the  moft  perfeft  days  of  the  feudal  fyftem,  "  An  ancient 
eftate  fhould  always  go  to  males.  It  is  mighty  fbolifii  to  let  a  ftranger  have 
it,  becaufe  he  marries  your  daughter,  and  takes  your  mime.  As  for  an  eftate 
newly  acquired  by  trade,  you  may  give  it,  if  you  will,  to  the  dog  Towzer',  and 
let  him  keep  his  cnm  name." 

I  have  known  him  at  times  exceedingly  diverted  at  what  feemed  to  others 
a  very  finall  fport.  He  now  laughed  inimod€rately>  without  any  reafbn  that 
we  could  perceive,  at  our  friend's  making  his  will  j  called  him  the  teftatoTy  and. 
added>  "I  dare  fay,  he  thinks  he  has  done  a  mighty  thing.  He  won't  ftay  till  he 
gets  home  to  his  feat  in  the  country,  to  produce  this  wonderful  deed :  he*ll  cdl 
up  the  landlord  of  the  firft  ma,  ob  die  road  ^.  and,  after  a  fuitable  preface  upon 
mortality  and  the  uncertainty  of  life,,  will  tell  him  thac  he  fhould  not  delay 
making  hi§  will  \  and  here.  Sir,  will  he  fay,  is  i&f  wiU,  which  I  have  juft  made^ 
with  tlK  aififbnce  of  one  of  the  ableft  lawyers  in  the  kmgdom ;  and  he  will 
jiead  it  to  him  (laughing  all  the  time).  He  believes  he  has  made  this  will  j 
but  he  did  not  make  it:  you>  Chambers,  made  it  for  him.  I  truft  you  have 
had  more  confcicncc  than  to  make  him  fay,  '  being  of  found  underftandingi* 
ha,  ha,,  ha !  I  hope  he  has  left  me  a  legacy.  I'd  have  his  will  turned  into 
verfe,  like  a  ballad." 

In  this  playful  manner  did  he  run.  on,,  exulting  in  his  own  pleafantry, 
which  certainly  was  not  fuch  as  might  be  expeded  from  the  authour  of  "  The 
Rambler,"  but  which  is  here  preferved,  that  my  readers  may  be  acquainted 
even  with  the  flighteft  eccafional  charafterifticks  of  fo  eniinent  a  njan, 

Mr.  Chartibers  did  not  by  any  means  relifh  this  jocularity  upon  a  matter 
of  which  fars  magna  fuity  and  feemed  impatient  till  he  got  rid  of  us.  Johnfon 
could  not  ftop  his  merriment,  but  continued  it  all  the  way  till  we  got 
witliout  the  Temple-gate.    He  then  burft  into  fuch  a  fit  of  laughter,  that 
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1773-      he  appeared  to  be  almoft  in  a  convulfion;  and,  in  order  to  fupport  himfelf) 

^SxaTT^  1^^^  ^^^'^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  P^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  foot-pavement,  and  fent  forth 
peals  fo  loud,  that  in  the  filence  of  the  night:  his  voice  feemed  to  relbund 
from  Temple-bar  to  Fleet-ditch. 

This  moft  ludicrous  exhibition  of  the  aweful,  melancholy,  and  venerable 
Johnfon,  happened  well  to  counteraft  the  feelings  of  fadnefs  which  I  ufcd  to 
experience  when  parting  with  him  for  a  confiderable  time.  I  accompanied 
him  to  his  door,  where  he  gave  me 'his  blefling. 

He  records  of  himfelf  this  year,  "  Between  Eafter  and  Whitfuntide,  having 
always  confidered  that  time  as  propitious  to  ftudy,  I  attempted  to  learn  the 
Low  Dutch  language',"  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  he  here  admits  an 
opinion  of  the  human  mind  being  influenced  by  feafons,  which  he  ridicules  in 
his  writings.  His  progrefs,  he  fays,  "  was  interrupted  by  a  fever,  which,  by 
the  imprudent  ufe  of  a  fmall  print,  left  an  inflammation  in  his  ufefiil  eye." 
We  cannot  but  admire  his  Ipirit  when  we  know,  that  amidft  a  complication  of 
bodily  and  mental  diftrefs,  he  wasitill  animated  with  the  defirc  of  intellefhial 
improvement.  Various  notes  of  his  ftudies  appear  on  diflFerent  days,  in  his 
manufcript  diary  of  this  year^  fuch  as,  *'  Incboavi  kSlicnem  Pentateucbi — Ftnivi 
leStionem  Conf.  Fab.  Burdmufn.'-^Legi  primum  aStum  Troadufhnr-^Legi  Differta- 
tioriem  Clerici  poftremam  de  Pent.^^i  of  Clark^s  Sermons.'— L.  Appolomi  pugnam 
Betriciam.—'L.  .c£ntum  verfus  Hameri.*'  Let  diis  ferve  as  a  Ipecimen  of  what 
acceflions  of  literature  he  was  perpetually  infuling  into  his  mind,  while  he 
charged  himfelf  with  idlenefs. 

This  year  died  Mrs.  SaluA>ury,  (mother  of  Mrs.  Thrale,)  a  lady  whom  he 
appears  to  have  efteemed  much,  and  whole  memory  he  honoured  with  an 
Epitaph*. 

In  a  letter  from  Edinburgh,  dated  the  29th  of  May,  I  prcflTed  him  to  perfc- 
vere  in  his  refolution  to  make  this  year  the  projcfted  vifit  to  the  Hebrides, 
of  which  he  and  I  had  talked  for  many  years,  and  which  I  was  confident  would 
aflford  us  much  entertainment. 

To  James  Boswell,   E/q. 
'    '<  Dear  Sir, 

"  WHEN  your  letter  came  to  me,  I  was  fo  darkened  by  an  inflann- 
mation  in  my  eye,  that  I  could  not  for  fome  time  read  it.     I  can  now  write 

3  Prayers  and  Mediutions,  p.  129.  *  Mrs,  Piozzi's  Anecdotes  of  Johnfon,  p.  151. 
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vdthout  trouble,  and  can  read  large  prints.     My  eye  is  gradually  growing      »773' 
ftrongcrs  and  I  hope  will  be  able  to  take  fonie  delight  in  the  furvey  of  a  '^Ce^ 
Calbdonian  loch. 

"  Chambers  is  going  a  Judge,  with  fix  thoufand  a  year,  to  Bengal.  He 
and  I  fhall  come  down  together  as  far  as  Newcaftle,  and  thence  I  (hall  eafily 
get  to  Edinburgh.  Let  me  know  the  exaft  time  when  your  Courts  intermit. 
I  muft  conform  a  litde  to  Chambers's  occafions,  and  he  muft  conform  a  little 
to  mine.  The  time  which  you  fliall  fix,  mufl:  be  the  common  point  to  which 
we  will  come  as  near  as  we  can.     Except  this  eye,  I  am  very  well. 

"  Beattie  is  fo  careffed,  and  invited,  and  treated,  and  liked,  and  flattered, 
by  the  great,  that  I  can  fee  nothing  of  him.  I  am  in  great  hope  that  he  will 
be  well  provided  for,  and  then  we  will  live  upon  him  at  the  Marifchal  College, 
without  pity  or  modefty. 

"  left  the  town  without  taking  leave  of  me,  and  is  gone  in  deep 

dudgeon  to   ■  Is  not  this  very  childifti  ?  '   Where  is  now  my 

legacy? 

"  I  hope  your  dear  lady  and  her  dear  baby  are  both  well.  I  fliall  fee  them 
too  when  I  come ;  and  I  have  that  opinion  of  your  choice,  as  to  fufpeft  that 
when  I  have  feen  Mrs.  BofweU,  I  fliall  be  leis  willing  to  go  away.  I  am, 
dear  Sir, 

"  Your  affeftionate  humble  fervant, 

«  Johnfon's-court,  Fleet-  Sam.  JohnsON. 

ftrcct,  July  5.  1773. 

."  Write  to  me  as  foon  as  you  can.     Chambers  is  now  at  Oxford." 

I  again  wrote  to  him,  informing  him  that  the*  Court  of  Seflion  rofe  on  the 
twelfth  of  Augufl:,  hopmg  to  fee  him  before  that  time,  and  exprefling,  per- 
haps in  too  extravagant  terms,  my  admiration  of  him,  and  my  expedarion  of 
pleafure  from  our  intended  tour. 

^  To  James  Boswell,  E/q. 

''  Dear  Sir,      ^ 

"  I  shall  fet  out  from  London  on  Friday  the  fixth  of  this  month, 
and  purpofe  not  to  loiter  much  by  the  way.  Which  day  I  fliall  be  at  Edin- 
burgh, I  cannot  exaftly  tcU.  I  fuppofe  I  mufl:  drive  to  an  inn,  and  fend  a 
porter  to  find  you. 

'    lii  .  «  lam 
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«  I  am  afraid  Bcatrie  will  not  be  at  his  College  fix>n  enough  for  us,  and  I 
fhall  be  forry  to  mifs  him  j  but  there  is  no  (laying  for  the  concurrence  of  aD 
conveniences.    We  will  do  as  well  as  we  can.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Aoguft 3, 1773.  Sam.  Johnson.* 

Ta  the  fame. 

*^  Dear  Sir, 

"NOT  being  at  Mr.  Thrale's  when  your  letter  came,  I  had  written 
the  inclofed  paper  and  fealed  it ;  bringing  it  hither  for  a  frank,  I  found  yours. 
If  any  thing  could  reprefs  my  ardour,  it  would  be  foch  a  letter  as  yours. 
To  difappoint  a  friend  is  unpleafing:  and  he  that  forms  expedfadons  like 
yours,  muft  be  difappomted.  Think  only  when  you  fee  me,  that  you  fee  a 
man  who  loves  you,  and  is  proud  and  glad  d\at  you  love  him.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  affeftionate 
"  Auguft3,  1773.  Sam.  Johnson."* 

T'o  the  Jam€. 
«<  DlAR  Sir,  Newrcaftfc,  Aug.  11,  177U 

«*  I  CAME  hither  laft  night,  and  hope,  but  do  not  abfolutely promifr, 
to  be  in  Edinburgh  on  Saturday.    Beattie  will  not  come  fo  foon.    I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

^*  Sam.  Johnson. 
«  My  compliments  to  your  lady.** 

.     ^0  the  fame. 

"  Mr.  Johnson  fends  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Bofwdl,  being  juft 
arrived  at  Boyd'sJ* 

«•  Saturday  night." 

His  ftay  in  Scodand  was  from  the  i8th  of  Auguft,  on  which  day  he  arrived, 
till  the  2  2d  of  November,  when  he  fet  out  on  his  return  to  I^ndon ;  and  I 
believe  ninety-four  days  were  never  paffed  by  any  man  in  a  more  vigorous 
exertion. 

He  came  by  the  way  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  re- 
mained a  few  days,  and  then  went  by  St.  Andrew's,  Aberdeen,  Invemels,  and 
Fort  Auguftus,  to  the  Hebrides,  to  vifit  which  was  the  principal  objeft  he  had 
I  ia 
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in  view.  He  vifitcd  the  iflcs  of  Sky,  Rafay,  Col,  Mull,  Inchkenneth,  and  "773- 
Icolmkill.  He  travelled  through  Argylcfliire  by  Inveraray,  and  from  thence  jE^e^. 
by  Lochlomond  and  Dunbarton  to  Glafgow,  then  by  Loudon  to  Auchinleck 
in  Ayrfhire,  the  feat  of  my  family,  and  then  by  Hamilton,  back  to  Edinburgh, 
where  he  again  fpent  fome  time.  He  thus  faw  the  four  Univerfities  of  Scot- 
land, its  three  principal  cities,  and  as  much  of  the  Highland  and  infular  life 
as  was  fufficient  for  his  philofophical  contemplation.  I  had  the  pleafure  of 
accompanying  him  during  the  whole  of  this  journey.  He  was  refpeftfiilly 
entertained  by  the  great,  the  learned,  and  the  elegant,  wherever  he  went; 
nor  was  he  Icls  delighted  with  the  hofpitality  which  he  experienced  in  hum- 
bler life. 

His  various  adventures,  and  the  force  and  vivacity  of  his  mind,  as  exer- 
cifed  during  this  peregrination,  upon  innumerable  topicks,  have  been  faithfully 
and  to  the  beft  of  my  abilities  difplayed  in  my  «*  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the 
Hebrides,"  to  which,  as  the  publick  has  been  pleafed  to  honour  it  by  a  very 
cxtenfive  circulation,  1  beg  to  refer,  as  to  a  feparate  and  remarkable  portion 
of  his  life,  which  may  be  there  feen  in  detail,  and  which  exhibits  as  ftriking 
a  view  of  his  powers  in  converfation,  as  his  works  do  of  his  excellence  in 
writing.  Nor  can  I  deny  to  myfelf  the  very  flattering  gratification  of  infcrting 
here  the  charadber  which  my  friend  Mr.  Courtenay  has  been  pleafed  to  give  of 
that  work : 

'^  With  Reynolds'  pencil,  vivid,  bold,  and  true, 

"  So  fervent  Bofwell  gives  him  to  our  view : 

"  In  every  trait  we  fee  his  mind  expand; 

*'  The  matter  rifes  by  the  pupil's  hand  j 

««  We  love  the  writer,  praife  his  happy  vein, 

*'  Grac'd  with  the  naivete  of  the  fage  Montaigne. 

*'  Hence  not  alone  are  brighter  parts  dilplay'd, 

*'  But  ev'n  the  ipecks  of  charafter  pourtray'd :' 

**  We  fee  the  Rambler  with  faflidious  fmile 

*'  Mark  the  lone  tree,  and  note  the  heath-clad  iflc ; 

"  But  when  the  heroick  tale  of  Flora '  charms, 

"  Deck'd  in  a  kilt,  he  wields  a  chieftain's  arms : 

^'  The  tuneful  piper  founds  a  martial  flrain, 

"  And  Samuel  fings,  '  The  King  fhall  have  his  ain.'' 

*  "  The  celebrated  Flora  Macdonald.    Sec  Bofwell's  Tour.'^ 

I  i  i  2  During 
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1773'  During  his  ftay  at  Edinburgh,  after  his  return  from  the  Hebrides,  he  was 

Wt",  61!  ^^  8^^^^  P^^^^  ^^  obtain  information  concerning  Scotland ;  and  it  will  appear 
from  his  fubfequent  letters,  that  he  was  not  lefs  felicitous  for  intelligence  oq 
this  fubje6t  after  his  return  to  London. 

To  James   Boswell^  Efq. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  CAME  home  kft  night,  without  any  incommodity,  danger,  or 
wearinefs,  and  am  ready  to  begin  a  new  journey.  I  fhall  go  to  Oxford  on 
Monday.  I  know  Mrs.  Bofwell  wifhed  me  well  to  go*i  her  wiflies  have  not 
been  difappointed.     Mrs.  Williams  has  received  Sir  A's  ^  letter. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  all  thofe  to  whom  my  compliments  naay  be 
welcome. 

"  Let  the  box*  be  fent  as  loon  as  it  can,  and  let  me  know  when  to 
cxpeft  it. 

'*  Enquire,  if  you  can,  the  order  of  the  Clans :  Macdonald  is  firft,  Mac- 
lean fccondj  fiirther  I  cannot  go.     Quicken  Dr.  Webfter^.     I  am.  Sir, 

*'  Yours  afFeftionately, 
«  Nov.  27,  i773»  Sam.  JohnsonJ* 

Mr.  BoswELL  /^  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Dec.  2,  t^^3•' 

^  YOU  Ihall  have  what  information  I  can  procure  as  to  the  order  of 
the  Clans.     A  gendeman  of  the  name  of  Grant  tells  me,  that  there  is  no 

^  In  this  he  (hewed  a  very  acute  penetration.  My  wife  paid  him  the  moA  afliduous  and 
refpeftful  attention,  while  he  was  our  gueft  ;  £0  that  I  wonder  how  he  difcovered  her  wifliing  for 
his  departure.  The  truth  is,  that  his  irregular  hours  and  uncouth  habits,  fuch  as  turning  the 
candles  with  their  heads  downwards,  when  they  did  not  bum  bright  enough,  and  letting  the  wax 
drop  upon  the  carpet,  could  not  but  be  difagreeable  to  a  lady.  Befides,  (he  had  not  that  high 
admiration  of  him  which  was  felt  by  mod  of  thofe  who  knew  him  ;  and  what  was  very  natural  to  a 
female  mind,  (he  thought  he  had  too  much  influence  over  her  hulband.  She  once  in  a  little  warmth, 
made,  with  more  point  than  juftice,  this  remark  upon  that  fubjecl :  *'  I  have  feen  many  a  blear  led 
by  a  man ;  but  I  never  before  faw  a  man  led  by  a  bear." 

I  Sir  Alexander  Gordon,  one  of  the  Profeflbrs  at  Aberdeen. 

*  This  was  a  box  containing  a  number  of  curious  things  which  he  had  picked  op  in  Scotland, 
particularly  fome  horn  fpoons. 

»  The  Reverend  Dr.  Alexander  Webfter,  one  of  the  minifters  of  Edinburgh,  a  man  of  diftin- 
guilhed  abilities,  who  had  promifed  him  information  concerning  the  Highla^ids  and  Iflands  of 
Scotland* 
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ftttled  order  among  them ;  and  he  fays,  that  the  Macdonalds  were  not  placed      1773- 
upon  the  right  of  die  army  at  Culloden ;  the  Stuarts  were.    I  fhall,  however,  ]^i~^^ 
examine  witneffes  of  every  name  that  I  can  find  here.     Dr.  Webfter  (hall  be 
quickened  too.    I  like  your  litde  memorandums ;  they  are  fymptoms  of  your 
being  in  earneft  with  your  book  of  northern  travels. 

«'  Your  box  fliall  be  fent  next  week  by  fea.     You  will  find  in  it  fome 
pieces  of  the  broom  bulh,   which  you  faw  growing  on  the  old  cattle  of 
Auchinleck.     The  wood  has  a  curious  appearance  when  fawn  acrofs.     You 
may  either  have  a  litde  writing-ftandifti  made  of  it,  or  get  it  formed  into, 
boards  for  a  treadfc  on  witchcraft,  by  way  of  a  fuitable  binding," 


Mr.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

*  Edinburgh,  Dec.  18,  1775; 

«f  YOU  promifed  me  an  infcriprion  for  a  print  to  be  taken  from  an: 
faiftorical  pifture  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  being  forced  to  refign  her  crown, 
which  Mr.  Hamilton  at  Rome  has  painted  for  me.     The  two  following  have 
been  fent  to  me  l 

*  Maria  Scot  or  urn  Regina  melidri  Jeculo  dignay  jus  regium  civibus  feditiojis. 
invita  refignat.* 

*  Gives Jeditioji  Mariam  Scotorum  Reginamfejjs  muneri  abdicare  iirvitam  cogunt.* 

"  Be  fo  good  as  to  read  the  paflage  in  Robertfon,  and  fee  if  you  cannot 
give  me  a  better  infcription.    I  muft  have  it  both  in  Latin  and'Englifli ;  fo  if 
you  fhould  not  give  me  another  Larin  one,  you  will  at  leaft  choofe  the  belt, 
of  thefe  two,  and  fend  a  tranflation  of  it." 


His  humane  forgiving  difpofition  was  put  to  a  pretty  ftrong  teft  on  his' 
return  to  London,  by  a  liberty  which  Mr.  Thomas  Davies  had  taken  with' 
him  in  his  abfence,  which  was,  to  publilh  two  volumes,  enuded,  "  Mifcel- 
lancQus  and  fugitive  Pieces,"  which  he  advertifed  in  the  newfpapers,  "  By  the 
Authour  of  the  Rambler."  In  this  coUeftion,  feveral  of  Dr.  Johnfon's 
acknowledged  writings,  and  feveral  of  his  anonymous  performances,  and  fome 
which  he  had  written  for  others,  were  infertcd  i  but  there  were  alfo  fome  in 
which  he  had  no  concern  whatever.     He  was  at  firft  very  angry,  as  he  had 
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good  reafon  to  be.  But,  upon  confideration  of  his  poor  friend's  narrow  cir- 
cumftances,  and  that  he  had  only  a  little  profit  in  view,  and  meant  no  harm, 
he  foon  relented,  and  condnued  his  kindneis  to  him  as  formerly. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  felf-examination  with  retrolpcft  to  this  year,  he  leems 
to  have  been  much  dejefted;  for  be  lays,  January  i,  1774,  *'  This  year  has 
paft  with  fo  little  improvement,  that  I  doubt  whether  I  have  not  rather 
impaired  than  increafed  my  learning' :"  and  yet  we  have  feen  how  he  ready  and 
we  know  how  ht  talked  during  that  period. 
1774-  He  was  now  ferioufly  engaged  in  writing  an  account  of  our  travels  in  the 
Hebrides,  in  confequence  of  which  I  had  the  pleafure  of  a  more  frequent 
correfpondence  with  him.  ^ 

To  Jam£S  Boswbll,  E/q. 

^'  Dear  Sir, 

**  MY  operations  have  been  hindered  by  a  cough;  at  leaft  I  flatter 
myfelf,^that  if  the  cough  had  not  come,  I  fhould  have  been  further  advanced* 
But  I  have  had  no  intelligence  from  Dr.  W  ■,  [Webftcr,]  nor  from  the 
excile-office,  nor  from  you.  No  account  of  the  litde  borough  ^.  Nothing 
of  the  Erfe  language.     I  have  yet  heard  nothing  of  my  box. 

"  You  mult  make  hafte  and  gather  me  all  you  can,  and  do  it  quickiy,  or 
I  will  and  fhall  do  without  it. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs*  Bofwell,  and  tell  her  that  I  do  not  love 
her  the  lefs  for  wilhing  me  away,  I  gave  her  trouble  enough,  and  Ihall  be 
glad,  in  recompence,  to  give  her  any  pleafure. 

"  I  would  fend  fome  porter  into  the  Hebrides,  if  I  knew  which  way  it 
could  be  got  to  my  kind  friends  there.     Enquire,  and  let  me  know. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  all  the  Doftors  of  Edinburgh,  and  to  all  my 
friends  from  one  end  of  Scodand  to  the  other. 

"  Write  to  me,  and  fend  me  what  intelligence  you  can :  and  if  any  thing 
is  too  bulky  for  the  poft,  let  me  have  it  by  the  carrier.  I  do  not  like  trufting 
winds  and  waves.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  mdl,  &c. 

"  Jan.  29.  1774.  Sam.  Johnson." 

■  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  129. 

*  The  ancient  Burgh  of  Preftick,  in  Ayrftiirc. 
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to  tbe/ame. 

*'  Dear  Sir, 

"  IN  a  day  or  two  after  I  had  written  the  laft  difcontented  letter,  I 
received  my  box,  which  was  very  welcome.  But  ftiU  I  muft  entreat  you  to 
haffcen  Dr.  Webfter,  and  continue  to  pick  up  what  you  can  that  may  be  uleful. 

**  Mr.  Oglethorpe  was  with  me  this  morning.  You  know  his  errand.  He 
was  not  unwelcome. 

'^  Tell  Mrs.  Bofwcll  that  my  good  intentions  towards  her  ftill  continue.  I 
fhould  be  glad  to  do  any  thing  that  would  either  benefit  or  pleafe  her. 

"  Chambers  is  not  yet  gone,  but  {o  hurried,  or  fo  negligent,  or  fo  proud, 
that  I  rarely  fee  him.  I  have,  indeed,  for  fome  weeks  paft,  been  very  ill  of 
a  cold  and  cough,  and  have  been  lU:  Mrs.  Thrale'^,  that  I  might  be  taken 
care  of.  I  am  much  better,  nov^  rtdeunt  in  fralia  vires ;  but  I  am  yet  tender, 
and  eafily  difordered.  How  happy  it  was  that  neither  of  us  were  ill  in  the 
Hebrides. 

"  The  queftion  of  Literary  Property  is  this  day  before  the  Lords.  Murphy 
drew  up  the  appellants'  cafe,  that  is,  die  plea  againft  the  perpetual  right.  I 
have  not  feen  it,  nor  heard  the  decifion.  I  would  not  have,  the  right 
perpetual. 

'*  I  will  write  to  you  as  any  thing  occurs,  and  do  you  fend  me  fomething 
about  my  Scottifh  friends.  I  have  very  great  kindneis  'for  them.  Let  me 
know  likewife  how  fees  come  in,  and  when  we  are  to  fee  you.    I  am.  Sir, 

**  Yours  afFedtionately, 

««  London,  Feb. 7,  1774.  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

He  wrote  the  following  letters  \o  Mr.  Steevens,  his  able  aflbciate  in  editing 
Shakfpeare : 

To  George  Steevens,  Efy^.  in  Hampftead. 
''  Sir, 

"  I F  I  am  alked  when  I  have  feen  Mr.  Steevens,  you  know  what 
anfwer  I  muft  give ;  if  I  am  afked  when  I  Ihall  fee  him,  I  wilh  you  would 
tell  me  what  to  fay. 

"  If  you  have  « Lefley*s  Hiftory  of  Scotland,'  or  any  other  book  about 
Scotland,  except  Boetius  and  Buchanan,  it  will  be  akindnefs  if  you  fend  them 
to.  Sir, 

^'  Your  humble  fervant, 
•'  Feb.  7,  1774.  Sam.  Johnson." 

To 
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1 774* 
Vr-^^T^  To  the  fame. 

^'  Sir, 

"  WE  are  thinking  to  augment  our  club,  and  I  am  defirous  of  nomi- 
nating you,  if  you  care  to  ftand  the  ballot,  and  can  attend  on  Friday  nights  at 
leaft  twice  in  five  weeks :  lefe  than  that  is  too  little,  and  rather  more  will  be 
expeded.    Be  pleafed  to  let  me  know  before  Friday.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft,  &c. 
«*  Feb. 21,  1774.  Sam.  John30n/* 

7i  the  fame.  \ 

^  Sir, 

"  LAST  night  you  became  a  member  of  the  club;  if  you  call  on 
me  on  Friday,  I  will  introduce  you.  A  gentleman,  propofed  after  you,  was 
j-ejefked. 

"  I  thank  you  for  Neander,  but  wilh  he  were  not  fo  fine.  I  will  take  care 
of  him.     I  am.  Sir, 

''  Your  humble  fervant, 
«  March .5,  i774«  Sam.  JOHNSON***^ 

To  James  Boswell,  EJq^. 

^  Dear  Sir, 

"  Dr.  Webster's  informations  were  much  lefs  exa6t  and  much 
lefs  determinate  than  I  expefted :  they  are,  indeed,  much  lefs  pofitive  than, 
if  he  can  truft  his  own  book '  which  he  laid  before  me,  he  is  able  to  give. 
But  I  believe  it  will  always  be  found,  that  he  who  calls  much  for  information 
will  advance  his  work  but  flowly. 

"  I  am,  however,  obliged  to  you,  dear  Sir,  for  your  endeavours  to  help 
me,  and  hope,  that  between  us  fomething  will  fome  time  be  done,  if  not  on 
this,  on  fome  occafion. 

**  Chambers  is  either  married,  or  almoft  married,  to  Mifs  Wilton,  a  girl 
of  fixteen,  exquifitely  beautiful,  whom  he  has,  with  his  lawyer's  tongue,  per- 
fuaded  to  take  her  chance  with  him  in  the  Eaft. 

«  A  manufcript  account  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Wcbftcr  of  all  the  pariihcs  in  Scotland,  afcertaining 
their  length,  breadth,  number  of  inhabitants,  and  diftinguiftiing  Protcftants  and  Roman  Catho- 
licks.  This  book  had  been  tranfmittcd  to  government,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  faw  a  copy  of  it  in  Dr. 
Webftcr'8  poffcffion. 

•  «  Wc 
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*'  We  have  added  to  the  club,  Charles  Fox,  Sir  Charles  Bunbury,  Dr. 
Fordyce,  and  Mr.  Steevens. 

"  Return  my  thanks  to  Dr.  Webfter.  TeU  Dr.  Robertfon  that  I  have  not 
much  to  reply  to  his'cenfure  of  my  negligence ;  and  tell  Dr.  Blair  that  fincc 
he  has  written  hither  what  I  (aid  "to  him,  we  muft  now  confider  ourfelves  as 
even,  forgive  one  another,  and  begin  again.  I  care  not  how  foon,  for  he  is 
a  very  pleafing  man.  Pay  my  compliments  to  all  my  friends,  and  remind 
Lord  Elibank  of  his  promife  to  give  me  aU  his  works. 

"  I  hope  Mrs.  Bofwell  and  little  Mifs  are  well. — ^When  (hall  I  fee  them  again? 
She  is  a  fweet  lady,  only  (he  was  fo  glad  to  fee  me  go,  that  I  have  almoft  a 
mind  to  come  again,  that  (he  may  again  have  the  fame  pleafure. 

'^  Enquire  if  it  be  prafticable  to  fend  a  fmall  prefent  of  a  ca(k  of  porter 
to  Dunvegan,  Ra(ay,  and  Col.  I  would  not  wi(h  to  be  thought  forgetful  of 
civilides.     I  am.  Sir, 

**  Your  humbk  fervant,      ^ 

"  March  5,  1774.  SaM.   JOHNSON." 

On  the  5th  of  March  I  wrote  to  him,  requefling  his  counfel  whether  I 
ihould  this  fpring  come  to  London.  I  ftated  to  him  on  the  one  hand  fome 
pecuniary  embarraflfments,  which,  together  with  my  wife's  (ituation  at  that 
time,  made  me  hefitatcj  and,  on  the  other,  the  pleafure  and  improve- 
ment which  my  annual  vi(it  to  the  metropolis  always  afforded  me;  and  parti- 
cularly mentioned  a  peculiar  farisfeftion  which  I  experienced  in  celebrating 
the  feftival  of  Eader  in  St.  Paul's  cathedral ;  that  to  my  fancy  it  appeared  like 
going  up  to  Jerufalem  at  the  feaft  of  the  Pa(rover ;  and  that  the  ftrong  devo- 
tion which  I  felt  on  that  occafion  diffufed  its  influence  on  my  mind  through 
the  reft  of  the  year. 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

"  Dear   Sir,  [Not  daud^  hut  written  about  the  1 5/*  ofManh^^ 

"  I  AM  a(hamed  to  think  that  fince  I  received  your  lettter  I  have 
paflfed  fo  many  days  without  an(wering  it. 

"  I  think  there  is  no  great  di(Kculty.in  refolving  your  doubts.  The  redfons 
for  which  you  are  inclined  to  vifit  London,  are,  I  think,  not  of  fufficient 
(trength  to  anfwer  the  objeftions.     That  you  (hould  delight  to  come  once  a 
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1774-      year  to  the  fountain  of  intelligence  and  i^eafure,  is  very  natural;  but  both 

]jJ2f^  infornnation  and  pleafure  muft  be  regulated  by  propriety.     Pleafure,  which 

canzKK  be  obtained  but  by  unfeafonable  or  unfbitablc  C3q5ence>  muft  always 

end  in  pain  i  and  pleafure,  which  muft  be  enjoyed  at  the  expcnce  of  another's 

pain,  can  never  be  fuch  as  a  worthy  mind  can  fully  delight  in. 

*'  What  improvement  you  might  gain  by  coming  to  London,  j^u  may 
cafily  fupply,  or  eafily  compeniatc,  by  enjoining  yourfelf  fome  particular  ftudy 
at  home,  or  opening  fome  new  avenue  to  information.  Edinburgh  is  not  yet 
cxhaufted  -,  and  I  am  fure  you  will  find  no  pleafure  here  which  can  deferve 
cither  that  you  fhould  anticipate  any  part  of  your  future  fortune,  or  that  you 
fliould  condemn  yourfelf  and  your  lady  to  penurious  frugality  for  the  reft  of 
riie  year. 

*'  I  need  not  tell  you  what  regard  you  owe  to  Mrs.  Boiweirs  entreaties ; 
or  how  much  you  ought  to  ftudy  the  happinefs  of  her  who  ftudies  yours  wkh 
fo  much  diligence,  and  of  whofe  kindnefe  you  enjoy  fuch  good  effefts.  Life 
cannot  fublift  in  fociety  but  by  reciprocal  conceffions.  She  permitted  you  to 
ramble  laft  year,  you  muft  permit  her  now  to  keep  you  at  home. 

"  Your  kft  reafon  is  fo  ferious,  that  I  am  unwilling  to  oppofe  it.  Yet 
you  muft  remember^  that  your  image  of  worfliipping  once  a  year  in  a  certain 
place,  in  imitation  of  the  Jews,  is  but  a  comparifon,  and  JimiU  non  eft  idem ; 
if  the  annual  refort  to  Jerufalem  was  a  duty  to  the  Jews,  \t  was  a  duty  becaufe 
it  was  commanded ;  and  you  have  no  fuch  command^  therefore  no  fach  duty. 
It  may  be  dangerous  to  receive  too  readily,  and  indulge  too  fondly,  opinion^ 
from  which,  perhaps,  qo  pious  mind  is  wholly  difengaged,  of  local  &o£tity 
and  local  devotion.  You  know  what  ftrange  effedb  they  have  produced  over 
a  great  part  of  the  Chriftian  world.  I  am  now  writing,  and  yow,  when  you 
read  this,  are  reading  under  the  Eye  of  Omniprefence. 

"  To  what  degree  fancy  is  to  be  admitted  into  religious  offices,  it  would 
require  much  deliberation  to  determine.  I  am  far  from  intending  totally  to 
exclude  it.  Fancy  is  a  faculty  beftowed  by  our  Creator,  and  it  is  reafonable 
that  all  his  gifts  ftiould  be  ufed  to  his  glory,  that  all  our  faculties,  fhould  co- 
operate in  his  worfhip  5  but  they  are  to  co-operate  according  to  the  will  of 
him  that  gave  them,  according  to  the  order  which  his  wifdom  has  eftablifhed. 
As  ceremonies  prudential  or  convenient  are  left  obligatory  than  pofitive  ordi- 
nances, as  bodily  worlhip  is  only  the  token  to  others  or  ourftlves  of  mental 
adoration,  fo  Fancy  is  always  to  aft  in  ilibordination  to  Reafon.  We  may 
take  Fancy  for  a  companwn,  bur  muft  ftdlow  Reafon  as  our  guide.  We  may 
I  allow 
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liHow  Fancy  to  fuggcft  certain  ideas  in  certain  places,  but  Reafon  muft  always  '774- 
be  heard,  when  (he  tells  us,  that  thofe  ideas  and  thofe  places  have  no  natural  jEutTdt^ 
or  neceffary  relation.  When  we  enter  a  church  we  habitually  recal  to  mind 
the  duty  of  adoration,  but  we  muft  not  omit  adoration  for  want  of  a  temple ; 
becaufe  we  know,  and  ought  to  remember,  that  the  Univerfal  Lord  i^  every 
where  prefent ;  and  that,  therefore,  to  come  to  Jona,  or  to  Jerufalern,  though 
it  may  be  ufeful,  cannot  be  neceflary. 

"  Thus  I  have  anfwered  your  letter,  and  have  not  anfwered  it  negligendy. 
I  love  you  too  well  to  be  carelefs  when  you  are  ferious. 

<<  I  think  I  fhall  be  very  diligent  next  week  about  our  travels,  which  I  have 
too  long  neglefted.     I  amj  dear  Sir, 

«^  Yourmofli  &c. 

^^  Sam.  JoHNsozf, 

^^  Compliments  to  Madam  aod  Mifs/' 

?>  the  fame. 

^'  Dear  Sir, 

^^  THE  lady  who  delivers  this  has  a  law-fuit,  in  which  flie  defires  to 
make  ufe  of  your  (kill  and  eloquence,  and  Ihe  fecms  to  think  that  Ihe  fhall 
have  fomething  more  of  both  for  a  recommendadon  from  me  j  which,  though 
I  know  how  little  you  want  any  external  incitement  to  your  duty,  I  could  not 
refufe  her,  becaufe  I  know  that  at  leaft  it  will  not  hurt  her,  to  tell  you  that  I 
wifh  her  welL    I  am.  Sir, 

*^  Your  mofl  humble  fervant, 
"  May  10,  1774.  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

JMr.  BoswELL  fo  Dr.  Johnson. 

£dinbttrg;h^  Maoris,  17744 

^^  Lord  Hailes  has  begged  of  me  to  offer  you  his  beft  refpe<5ts, 
and  to  tranfmit  to  you  fpecimens  of  *  Annals  of  Scodand,  from  the  AccefTipn 
of  Malcolm  Kenniore  tp  the  Death  of  James  V.'  in  drawing  up  which,  his 
Lordlhip  has  been  engaged  for  fome  time.  His  Lordfhip  writes  to  me  thus : 
'  If  I  couki  procure  Dr.  Johnfon's  cridcifms,  they  would  be  of  great  ufe  to 
me  in  the  profecurion  of  my  work,  as  they  would  be  judicious  and  true.  I 
have  no  right  to  afk  that  favour  of  him.  If  you  could,  it  would  highly 
oblige  me.*' 

Kkka  *' Dr. 
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1774-         "  Dr.  Blair  requefts  you  may  be  affured  that  he  did  not  write  to  London 

^tat\  6c.  ^^^^  y^u  f^^d  ^^  ^^9  ^^  ^^^^  neither  by  word  nor  letter  has  he  made  the 

leaft  complaint  of  you  j  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  a  high  refped  for  you,  and 

loves  you  much  more  fince  he  faw  you  in  Scotland.    It  would  both  divert  and 

pleafe  you  to  fee  his  cagernefs  about  this  matter." 

To  James  Boswell,  E/q. 
"  Dear  Sir,  Streatham,  June  zi,  1774. 

«  YESTERDAY  I  put  the  firft  fheets  of  the  '  Journey  to  the 
Hebrides'  to  the  prefs.  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  you  fome  jtrilice  in  the  firft 
paragraph.     It  will  be  one  volume  in  oftavo,  not  thick. 

"  It  will  be  proper  to  make  fome  prefcnts  in  Scotland.  You  fhall  tell  me 
to  whom  I  Ihall  give  3  and  I  have  ftipulated  twenty  five  for  you  to  give  in 
your  own  name.  Some  will  take  the  prefent  better  from  me,  others  better 
from  you.  In  this,  you  who  are  to  live  in  the  place  ought  to  direft.  Con- 
fider  it.  Whatever  you  can  get  for  my  purpofe,  fend  me  i  and  make  my 
compliments  to  your  lady  and  both  the  young  ones, 

"  I  am.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

**  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

ifcfr.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh^  Jane  2;,  1774* 
''YOU  do  not  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  various  packets 
which  I  have  fent  to  you.    Neither  can  I  prevail  with  you  to  anjwer  my  letters, 
though  you  honour  me  with  returns.     You  have  faid  nothing  to  me  about 
poor  Goldfmith ',  nothing  about  Langton. 

'*  I  have  received  for  you,  from  the  Society  for  propagating  Chriftian 
Knowledge  in  Scotland,  the  following  Erfe  books : — '  The  New  Teftament  5'— 
*  Baxter's  Call  3' — '  The  Confeffion  of  Faith  of  the  Affembly  of  Divines  at 
Weftminfterj'— 'The  Mother's  Catechifmi'— '  A  Gaelick  and  Englifh 
Vocabulary**" 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 
^  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  WISH  you  could  have  looked  over  my  boolf  before  the  printer, 
but  it  could  not  eafily  be.     I  fufpeft  fome  miftakes  5  but  as  I  deal,  perhaps, 

■  Dr.  Goldfrnith  died  April  4,  this  year. 

•  Thcfc  books  Dr.  Johnfon  prcfcnted  to  the  Bodleian  Libraiyr 

more 
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more  in  notions  than  fadls,  the  matter  is  not  great,  and  the  fccond  edition  will     «774- 
be  mended,  if  any  fuch  there  be.     The  prefs  will  go  on  flowly  for  a  time,  ^"t'.^e! 
becaufe  I  am  going  into  Wales  to-morrow, 

"  I  fhould  be  very  lorry  'if  I  appeared  to  treat  fuch  a  charadler  as  that  of 
Lord  Hailes  otherwife  than  with  high  refpeft,  I  return  the  Iheets ',  to  which 
I  have  done  what  mifchief  I  could  -,  and-  finding  it  fo  little,  thought  not  much 
of  fending  them.     The  narrative  is  clear,  lively,  and  Ihort. 

**  I  have  done  worfe  to'  Lord  Hailes  than  by  neglefting  his  flieets :  I  have 
run  him  in  debt.  Dr.  Home,  the  Prefident  of  Magdalen. College  in  Oxford, 
wrote  to  me  about  three  months  ago,  that  he  purpofed  to  reprint  Walton's 
Lives,  and  defired  me  to  contribute  to  the  work  :  my  anfwer  was,  that  Lord 
Hailes  intended  the  fame  publication ;  and  Dr,  Home  has  refigned  it  to  him. 
His  Lordihip  now  muft  think  ferioufly  about  it. 

"  Of  poor  dear  Dr.  Goldfinith  there  is  little  to  be  told,  more  than  the 
papers  have  made  publick.  He  died  of  a  fever,  made,  I  am  afraid,  more 
violent  by  uneafinefs  of  mind.  His  debts  began  to  be  heavy,  and  all  his 
refo.urces  were  exhauftcd.  Sir  Jolhua  is  of  opinion  that  he  owed  not  lefs  than 
two  thoufand  pounds..    Was  ever  poet  fo  trufted  before  ? 

^  You  may,  if  you  pleafe,  put  the  infcription  thus : 

^  Maria  Scotorum  Regina  nata  15 — ^  a  Juts  in  exilium  aSa  1^— ,  ab  hofpti 
neci  data  15 — .'     You  muft  find  the  years. 

"  Of  your  fecond  daughter  you  certainly  gave  the  account  yourfelf,  though 
you  have  forgotten  it.  While  Mrs.  Bofwell  is  well,  never  doubt  of  a  boy. 
Mrs.  Thrale  brought,  I  think,  five  girls  running,  but  while  1  was  with  you 
ihe  had  a  boy. 

^^  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  all  your  pamphlets,  and  of  the  laft'  I  hope  to. 
make  fome  ufe.     I  made  feme  of  the  former.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  afiedionate  fcrvant, 

*' July  4,  1774,  -  Sam.  John  SON.. 

«  My  compliments  to  all  the  three  ladies.*** 

Mr.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson.. 

Edinburgh,  Aug.  30,  1775. 

"YOU  have  given  me  an  infcription  for  a  portrait  of  Mary  Queen 
of  Scots,  in  which  yOUi  in  a  fliort  and  llriking  manner,  point  out  her  hard 

'  On  tht  cover  enclofing  then)>  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote>  *«  If  my  delay  has  given  any  reafon  for 
iiippofing  that  I  have  not  a  very  deep  fenfe  of  the  honour  done  me  by  aflung  my  judgement,  I  am 
very  forry." 

fate. 
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&tc.  But  you  will  be  plcafcd  to  keep  in  mind^  that  my  pifture  is  a  rcpne- 
ientation  of  a  particular  fcene  in  her  hiftory ;-— her  being  forced  to  refign  her 
crown,  while  flie  was  imprifoned  in  the  caftle  of  Lochlevin,  I  muft,  there- 
fore, beg  that  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  give  me  an  infcripdon  fliited  to  that 
particular  fcene,  or  determine  which  of  the  two  formerly  tranfmitted  to  you 
is  the  beft ;  and,  at  any  rate,  favour  me  with  an  Englifh  tranflation*  It  will 
be  doubly  kind  if  you  comply  with  my  requeft  fpeedily. 

"  Your  critical  notes  on  the  Ipccimen  of  Lord  Hailes's  *  Annals  of  Scot- 
land,' are  exceUcnt.  I  agreed  with  you  in  every  one  of  them.  He  himfelf 
objedted  only  to  the  alteration  q{  free  to  br£eoe^  in  the  paflage  where  he  &ys 
that  Edward  *  departed  with  the  glory  due  to  the  conquerour  of  a  free  people** 
He  lays,  *  to  call  the  Scots  brave  would  only  add  to  the  glory  of  their  con- 
querour/ You  will  make  allowance  for  the  national  zeal  of  our  annalift.  I 
now  fend  a  few  more  leaves  of  the  Annals,  which  I  hope  you  will  perufe, 
and  return  with  obfervations,  as  you  did  upon  the  former  9Cca&on.  Lord 
Hailes  writes  to  me  thus  :  *  Mr.  Bofwell  will  be  pleafed  to  ezprefs  the  grateful 
fenfe  which  Sir  David  Dalrymple  has  of  Dr.  Johnfon*s  attention  to  his  litde 
ipecimen*     The  further  fpecinr^n  will  (hew,  that 

*  Even  in  an  Edward  he  can  fee  defert.* 

.  "  It  gives  me  much  pleafure  to  hear  that  a  re-publicafion  of  liaac  Walton'g 
Lives  is  intended.  You  have  been  in  a  miftake  in  thinking  that  Lord  Hailes 
had  it  in  view.  I  remember  one  forenoon,  while  he  fat  with  you  in  my 
houfe,  he  iaid,  that  there  Ihould  be  a  new  edition  of  Walton's  Lives ;  and 
you  faid,  that  they  (hould  be  benoted  a  little.  This  was  all  that  pafled  on  that 
llibjcdt.  You  muft,  therefore,  inform  Dr.  Home,  that  he  may  rciume  his 
plan.  ^  I  enclofe  a  note  concerning  it  i  and  if  Dr.  Home  will  write  to  me,  all 
the  attention  that  I  can  give  (hall  be  ctieerfully  beftowed,  upon  what  I  think  a 
pious  work,  the  pnefervation  and  elucidation  of  Walton,  by  whole  writings  I 
have  been  moft  pleafingly  edified. 

Mr^  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh^  Sept.  i6,  1774. 

**  WALES  has  probably  detained  you  longer  than  I  iuppofed.  You 
will  have  become  quite  a  mountaineer,  by  vifiring  Scotland  one  year  and 
Wales  another.  You  mult  next  go  to  Switzerland.  Cambria  will  complsun^ 
if  you  do  not  honour  her  alio  with  fome  remarks.    And  I  find  ctmceffire 
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columns,  the  bookfeUcrs  expeft  another  book.     I  am  impatient  to  fee  your      >774* 
Tour  to  Scotland  and  the  Hebrides,     Might  you  not  fend  me  a  copy  l^y  the  iEtat'^c! 
poit  as  ibon  as  it  is  printed  off?" 


To  James  Boswell,  Efq, 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  YESTERDAY  I  returned  from  my  Welch  journey.  I  was 
forry  to  leave  my  book  fiifpended  fo  long ;  but  having  an  opportunity  of  fee- 
ing, with  fo  much  convenience,  a  new  part  of  the  ifland,  J  could  not  reje6t 
it.  I  have  been  in  five  of  the  fix  counties  of  North  Wales ;  and  have  fecn 
St.  Afaph  and  Bangor,  the  two  feats  of  their  bilhops  j  have  been  upon  Pen- 
manmaur  and  Snowden,  and  pafled  over  into  Angkfea.  But  Wales  is  fo  little 
different  from  England,  that  it  offers  nothing  to  the  (peculation  of  the 
traveller. 

^^  When  I  came  home,  I  found  feveral  of  your  papers,  with  fome  pages  of 
Lord  Hailes's  Annals,  which  I  will  confider.  I  am  in  hafte  to  give  you  fome 
account  of  myfelf,  left  you  ihould  fulpedt  me  of  negligence  in  the  prefling 
bufinefs  which  I  find  recommended  to  my  care  ^,  ^d  which  I  knew  nothing  of 
till  now,  when  all  care  is  vain. 

"  In  the  diftribution  of  my  books  I  purpofe  to  follow  your  advice,  addif^ 
fuch  as  fhall  occur  to  me.  I  am  not  pleafed  with  your  notes  of  remembrance 
added  to  your  names,  for  I  hope  I  fhall  not  eafily  forget  them. 

**  I  have  received  four  Erfe  books,  without  any  direftion,  and  fufpeft  that 
they  are  intended  for  the  Oxford  library.  If  that  is  the  ifltention,  I  think  it 
will  be  proper  to  add  die  metrical  pfalms,  and  whatever  elfe  is  printed  in  Erfe, 
that  the  prefent  may  be  complete.     The  donor's  name  fhould  be  told. 

"  I  wifh  you  could  have  read  the  book  before  it  was  printed,  but  our  dif^ 
tance  does  not  eafily  permit  it. 

^'  I  am  forry  Lord  Hailes  does  not  intend  to  publifh  Walton  j  I  am  afraid 
it  will  not  be  done  fo  well,  if  it  be  done  at  all. 

"  I  purpofe  now  to  drive  the  book  forward.  Make  my  compliments  to  Mr$. 
Bofwell,  and  let  me  hear  often  from  you.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  afieftionate  humble  fervant, 

«  London,  Oaob.  i,  1774.  SaM.  JoHNSON.'* 

♦  I  had  written  to  him,  to  rcqucft  his  btcrpofition  in  behalf  of  a  convia,  who  I  thought  was 
very  unjufUy  condemned. 

This 
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This  tour  to  Wales,  which  was  made  in  company  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thrale,  though  it  no  doubt  contributed  to  his  health  and  amufement,  did  not 
give  occafion  to  fuch  a  difcurfive  exercife  of  his  mind  as  our  tour  to  the 
Hebrides.  I  do  not  find  that  he  kept  any  journal  or  notes  of  what  he  faw 
there.  All  that  I  heard  him  fay  of  it  was,  that  inftead  of  bleak  and  barren 
mountains,  there  were  green  and  fertile  ones ;  and  that  one  of  the  caftles  in 
Wales  would  contain  all  the  caftles  that  he  had  feen  in  Scodand. 

Parliament  having  been  diflblved,  and  his  friend  Mr.  Thrale,  who  was  a 
Iteady  fupporter  of  government,  having  again  to  encounter  the  ftorm  of  a 
contefted  eleftion,  he  wrote  a  fhort  political  pamphlet,  entided  "  The  Patriot,*" 
addreflcd  to  the  eledlors  of  Great-Britain  j  a  tide  which,  to  fa6tious  men,  who 
confider  a  patriot  only  as  an  oppofer  of  the  meafures  of  government,  will 
appear  ftrangely  mifapplied.  It  was,  however,  written  with  energetick  viva- 
city i  and,  except  thofe  paflages  in  which  it  endeavours  to  vindicate  the  glaring 
outrage  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  cafe  of  the  Middlefex  eleftion,  and 
to  juftify  the  attempt  to  reduce  our  fellow-fubjefts  in  America  to  uncon- 
ditional fubmiffion,  it  contained  an  admirable  dilplay  of  the  properties  of  a 
real  patriot,  in  the  original  and  genuine  Icnfc, — a  fincere,  fteady,  rational, 
and  unbiaffed  friend  to  the  intcrefts  and  prolperity  of  his  King  and  country. 
It  muft  be  aclcnowledged,  however,  that  both  in  this  and  his  two  former 
pamphlets,  there  was,  amidft  many  powerful  arguments,  not  only  a  confider- 
able  portion  of  fophiftry,  but  a  contemptuous  ridicule  of  his  opponents,  which 
was  very  provoking. 

^0  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

«  Dear  Sir^ 

"  THERE  has  appeared  lately  in  the.  papers  an  account  of  a  boat 
overfet  between  Mull  and  Ulva,  in  which  many  paflengers  were  loft,  and  among 
them  Maclean  of  Col.  We,  you  know,  were  once  drowned  ^  i  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  ftory  is  either  wantonly  or  erroneoufly  told.  Pray  fausfy  me  by 
the  next  poft. 

"  I  have  printed  two  hundred  and  forty  pages.— I  am  able  to  do  nothing 
much  worth  doing  to  dear  Lord  Hailes's  book.  I  will,  however,  fend  back 
the  flieets ;  and  hope,  by  degrees,  to  anfwer  all  your  reafonable  expedations. 

"  Mr.  Thrale  has  happily  furmounted  a  very  violent  and  acrimonious 
oppofition ;  but  all  joys  have  .their  abatements  :  Mrs.  Thrale  has  fallen  from 

5  In  the  newfpapcrs. 

her 
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her  horfe,  and  hurt  herfelf  very  much.     The  reft  of  our  friends,  I  believe,      »774« 
are  well.     My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell.     I  am.  Sir,  Iffitatl  6c! 

"  Your  moft  affcftionate  fervant, 
"  London,  Odob.  27,  i774«  S  A  M.  J  0  H  N  S  O  N." 

This  letter,  which  fhews  his  tender  concern  for  an  amiable  young  gendeman 
to  whom  we  had  been  very  much  obliged  in  the  Hebrides,  I  have  inferted 
according  to  its  date,  though  before  receiving  it  I  had  informed  him  of  the 
melancholy  event  that  the  young  Laird  of  Col  was  unfortunately  drowned. 

^0  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

^'  Dear  Sir, 

"  LAST  night  I  correfted  the  laft  page  of  our  '  Journey  to  the 
Hebrides/  The  printer  has  detained  it  all  this  time,  for  I  had,  before  I  went 
into  Wales,  written  all  except  two  Iheets.  ^  The  Patriot'  was  called  for  by 
my  political  friends  on  Friday,  was  written  on  Saturday,  and  I  have  heard 
litde  of  it.  So  vague  arc  conjedures  at  a  diftance  *.  As  foon  as  I  can,  I  will 
take  care  that  copies  be  fent  to  you,  for  I  would  wilh  that  they  might  be  given 
before  they  are  bought  \  but  I  am  afraid  that  Mr.  Strahan  will  fend  to  you 
and  to  the  bookfellers  at  the  fame  time.  Trade  is  as  diligent  as  courtefy.  I 
have  mentioned  all  that  you  recommended.  Pray  make  nriy  compliments  to 
Mrs.  Bofwell  and  the  younglings.     The  club  has,  I  think,  not  yet  met. 

•*  Tell  me,  and  tell  me  honeftly,  what  you  think  and  others  fay  of  our 
travels.     Shall  we  touch  the  continent''  ?     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  N0V.26,  1774.  Sam.  Johnson."    , 

In  his  manufcript  diary  of  this  year,  there  is  the  following  entry : 
"  Nov.  27.    Advent  Sunday.     I  confidered  that  this  day,  being  the  begin- 
ning of  the  ecclefiaftical  year,  was  a  proper  time  for  a  new  courfe  of  life.     I 
began  to  read  the  Greek  Teftament  regularly  at  160  verfes  every  Sunday. 
This  day  I  began  the  Afts. 

"  In  this  week  I  read  Virgil's  Paftorals.  I  learned  to  repeat  the  PoUio  and 
Gallus.     I  read  carelefsly  the  firft  Georgick." 

*  Alluding  to  a  paffage  in  a  letter  of  mine,  where  fpcaking  of  his  "  Journey  to  the  Hebrides," 
I  fay,  **  But  has  not  «  The  Patriot'  been  an  interruption,  by  the  time  taken  to  write  it,  and  the 
time  luxurioufly  fpent  in  liftening  to  its  applaufes  ?" 

7  We  had  projeded  a  voyage  together  op  the  fialtick,  and  talked  of  vifiting  fome  of  the  more 
northern  regions. 
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Such  evidences  of  his  unceafing  ardour,  both  for  "  divine  and  human  lore/' 
when  advanced  into  his  fixty-fourth  year,  and  notwithftanding  his  many  dif- 
turbances  from  difeafe,  muft  make  us  at  once  honour  his  fpirit,  and  lament 
that  it  ftiould'  be  fo  grievoufly  clogged  by  its  material  tegument.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  he  was  very  fond  of  the  precifion  which  calculation  produces.  Thus 
we  find  in  one  of  his  manufcript  diaries,  "12  pages  in  4to  Gr,  Tcft.  and  30 
pages  in  Beza's  folio,  comprize  the  whole  in  40  days/* 

Br.  Johnson  to  John  Hoole,  Efq. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  HAVE  returned  your  play ',  which  you  will  find  underfcored  with 
red,  where  there  was  a  word  which  I  did  not  like.  The  red  will  be  wafhed 
off  witli  a  little  water. 

«*  The  plot  is  fo  well  framed,  the  intricacy  fo  artful,  and  the  difentangle- 
ment  fo  eafy,  the  fufpenfe  fo  affefting,  and  the  paffionate  parts  fo  properly 
interpofcd,  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  fuccefs.    I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  December  i9>  1774*  SaM.  JohnSON,*' 

1775.  The  firft  effort  of  his  pen  in  1775,  ^^^  "  Propofals  for  publiftiing  the 
Works  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  Lennox, f"  in  three  volumes  quarto.  In  his  diary, 
January  2,  I  find  this  entry:  "  Wrote  Charlotte's^  Propofals."  But,  indeed, 
the  internal  evidence  would  have  been  quite  fufiicient.  Her  claim  to  the 
favour  of  the  publick  was  thus  enforced : 

*'  Moft  of  the  pieces,  as  they  appeared  fingly,  have  been  read  with  appro- 
bation, perhaps  above  their  merit,  but  of  no  great  advantage  to  the  writer. 
She  hopes,  therefore,  that  fhe  fhall  not  be  confidered  as  too  indulgent  to 
vanity,  or  too  ftudious  of  intereft,  if,  from  that  labour  which  has  hitherto 
been  chiefly  gainfiil  to  others,  fhe  endeavours  to  obtain  at  laft  fome  profit  for 
herfelf  and  her  children.  She  cannot  decently  enforce  her  claim  by  the  praife 
of  her  own  performances  -,  nor  can  Ihe  fuppofe,  that,  by  the  moft  artful  and 
laboured  addrefs,  any  additional  notice  could  be  procured  to  a  publication^  of 
which  Her  Majesty  has  condefccnded  to  be  the  patroness." 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

^  "  YOU  never  did  aflc  for  a  book  by  the  poft  till  now,  and  I  did  not 
think  on.  it.  You  fee  now  it  is  done.  1  fent  one  to  the  King,  and  I  hear  he 
likes  it.  . 

•  "  Ckonicc." 

«  I  fhaU 
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''  I  fliall  fend  a  parcel  into  Scotland  for  prefents,  and  intend  to  give  to 
many  of  my  friends.    In  your  catalogue  you  left  out  Lord  Auchinleck. 

"  Let  me  know,  as  faft  as  you  read  it,  how  you  like  its  and  let  nrie  know 
if  any  miftakc  is  committed,  or  any  thing  important  left  out.  I  wifh  you 
could  have  feen  the  iheets.  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  to  Vero- 
nica, and  to  all  my  friends.    I  am.  Sir, 

*^  Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

*•  JanuaiyH,  1775.  Sam.  JOHNSOm" 

Mr.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Jan.  19,  177J, 

"BE  pleafed  to  accept  of  my  beft  thanks  for  your  *  Journey  to  the 
Hebrides,'  which  came  to  me  by  laft  liight's  poft.  I  did  really  afk  the  favour 
twice  i  but  you  have  been  even  with  me,  by  granting  it  fo  fpeedily.  Bis  dot 
qui  cito  dau  j^Though  ill  of  a  bad  cold,  you  kept  me  up  the  greateft  part  of 
the  laft  night  \  for  I  did  not  ftop  till  I  had  read  every  woxd  of  your  book,  I 
looked  back  to  our  firft  talking  of  a  vifit  to  the  Hebrides,  which  was  many 
years  ago,  when  fitting  by  ourfelvcs  in  the  Mitre  tavern,  in  London,  I  think 
2^0Mi  witching  time  0^ night  \  and  then  exulted  in  contemplating  our  fchemc 
fulfilled,  and  a  numumentum  ferenne  of  it  ereded  by  your  fuperiour  abilities. 
I  fhall  only  fay,  that  your  book  has  afforded  me  a  high  gratification.  I  fhall 
afterwards  give  you  my  thoughts  on  particular  paflages.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  haften  to  tell  you  of  your  having  miftaken  two  names,  which  you  will  cor- 
red  in  London,  as  I  ihall  do  here,  that  the  gendemen  who  deferve  the  valu- 
^le  compliments  which  you  have  paid  them,  may  enjoy  their  honours.  In  page 
106,  for  Gordon  read  Murchifon  j  and  in  page  357,  for  Maclean  read  Macleod. 

**  But  I  am  now  to  apply  to  you  for  immediate  aid  in  my  profeffion,  which 
you  have  never  refufed  to  grant  when  I  requefted  it.  I  enclolc  you  a  petition 
for  Dr.  Memis,  a  phyfician  at  Aberdeen,  in  which  Sir  John  Dalrymple  has 
exerted  his  talents,  and  which  I  am  to  anfwer  as  Counfel  for  the  managers  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary  in  that  city,  Mr.  Jopp,  the  Provoft,  who  delivered  to 
you  your  freedom,  is  one  of  my  clients,  and,  as  a  citizen  of  Aberdeen^  you 
will  fupport  him. 

"  The  faft  is  fhortly  this.  In  a  tranflation  of  the  charter  of  the  Infirmary 
from  Latin  into  Englifh,  made  under  the  authority  of  the  managers,  the  fame 
phrafe  in  the  original  is  in  one  place  rendered  Phyficumy  but  when  applied  to 
Dr.  Memis  is  rendered  DoSlor  of  Medicine.    Dr.  Memis  complained  of  this 

Lll  2  before 
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before  the  tranflarion  was  printed,  but  was  not  indulged  with  having  it  altered, 
and  he  has  brought  an  aftion  for  damages,  on  account  of  a  fnppofed  injury, 
as  if  the  defignation  given  to  him  were  an  inferiour  one,  tending  to  make  it 
be  fuppofed  he  is  not  3,  Phyfician^  and,  confequently  to  hurt  his  praftice.  My 
father  has  difmiffed  the  adion  as  groundlefs,  and  now  he  has  appealed  to  the 
whole  Courts." 

To  James  BoSwell,  Efq. 

*«  D:ear  Sir, 

"  I  LONG  to  hear  how  you  like  the  book;  it  is,  I  think,  much  liked 
here.  But  Macpherfon  is  very  furious;  can  you  give  me  any  more  intelligence 
about  him,  or  his  Fingal  ?  Do  what  you  can,  and  do.  it  q^iickly.  Is  Lord 
Hailes  on  our  fide  ? 

"  Pray  let  me  know  what  I  owed  you  when  I  left  you,  that  I  may  fend  Tt 
to  you. 

*^  I  am  going  to  write  about  the  Americans.  If  you  have  picked  up  any 
hints  among  your  lawyers,  who  are  great  mailers  of  the  law  of  nations,  or  if 
your  own  mind  fuggefts  any  thing,  let  me  know.    But  mum, — it  is  a  fecret. 

"  I  will  fend  your  parcel  of  books  as  foon  as  I  can ;  but  I  cannot  do  as  I 
wifti.  However,  you  find  every  thing  mentioned  in  the  book  which  you 
recommended. 

"  Langton  is  here ;  we  are  all  that  ever  we  were.  He  Is  a  worthy  fellow, 
without  malice,  though  not  without  refentment. 

«  Poor  Bcauclerk  is  fo  ill,  that  his  hfe  is  thought  to  be  in  danger.  Lady 
Di.  nurfes  him  with  very  great  affiduity. 

«  Reynolds  has  taken  too  much  to  ftrong  liquor  \  and  feems  to  delight  in 
his  new  charafter. 

*^  This  is  all  the  news  that  I  have ;  but  as  you  love  verles,  I  will  fend  you 
a  few  which  I  made  upon  Inchkenneth*i*but  remember  the  condition,  that 
you  fhall  not  fliow  them,  except  to  Lord  Hailes,  whom  I  love  better  than  any 
man  whom  I  know  fo  little.  If  he  aiks  you  to  tranfcribe  them  for  him,  you 
may  do  it,  but  I  think  he  mufl:  promife  not  to  let  them  be  copied  again,  nor 
to  (how  them  as  mine. 

«  In  the  Court  of  Scffion  of  Scotland  an  aftion  is  firft  tried  by  one  of  the  Judges,  who  k 
called  the  Lord  Ordinary  ;  and  if  cither  party  is  diffatisfied,  he  may  appeal  to  the  whole  Court, 
confiiling  of  fifteen,  the  Lord  Prefident  and  fourteen  other  Judges,  who  have  both  in  and  out  of 
Court  the  title  of  Lords,  from  the  name  of  their  cftates  j  as.  Lord  Auchinleck,  Lord  Monboddo,  &c. 

'  It  (hould  be  recolleded,  that  this  fanciful  dcfcription  of  his  friend  was  given  by  Johnfon 
after  he  had  become  a  water.drinkc;r. 

*  Sec  them  in  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides/'  3d  edit.  p.  337, 

*^  I  have 
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^  I  have  at  laft  fcnt  back  Lord  Hailes's  Iheets.  I  never  think  about  retum- 
mg  them,  becaufe  I  alter  nothing.  You  will  lee  that  I  might  as  well  have 
kept  them.  However,  I  am  afliamed  of  my  delay ;  and  if  I  have  the  honour 
of  receiving  any  more,  promife  punftually  to  return  them  by  the  next  poft. 
Make  my  compliments  to  dear  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  to  Mifs  Veronica.  I 
am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  moft  faithfully, 

"  January  21,  1775.  SaM.  JohnSON'." 

Mr.  BoswELL  fo  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Jan.  27,  1775. 

"YOU  rate  our  lawyers  here  too  high,  when  you  call  them  great 
mafters  of  the  law  of  nations. 

*'  As  for  myfelf,  I  am  afliamed  to  fay  that  I  have  read  little  and  thought  little 
on  the  fubjcft  of  America.  I  will  be  much  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will  direct 
me  where  I  fliall  find  the  beft  information  of  what  is  to  be  faid  on  both  fides. 
It  is  a  fubjeft  vaft  in  its  prefcnt  extent  and  future  confequences.  The  imperfedt 
hints  which  now  float  in  my  mind,  tend  rather  to  the  formation  of  an  opinion 
that  our  gjovernment  has  been  precipitant  and  fevere  in  the  refolutions  taken 
againfl:  the  Bofl:onians.  Well  do  you  know  that  I  have  no  kindnefs  for  that 
race.  But  nations,  or  bodies  of  men,  fliould, .  as  well  as  individuals,  have  a 
fair  trial,  and  not  be  condemned  on  charafter  alone.  Have  we  not  cxprefs 
contrafts  with  our  colonies,  which  afibrd  a  more  certain  foundation  of  judge- 
ment, than  general  political  fpeculations  on  the  mutual  rights  of  flates  and 
tiieir  provinces  or  colonies  ?     Pray  let  me  know  immediately  what  to  read, 

*  He  now  fent  me  a  Latin  infcription  for  my  hiftorical  pi£^urc  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  and 
afterwards  favoured  me  with  an  Fnglifti  tranflation.  Mr.  Alderman  Boydcll  has  fubjoined  them 
to  the  engraving  from  my  pi^ure. 

*«  Maria  Sc9torum  Regma^  .  Mary  Queen  of  Scots* 

**  Hominumfeditioforum  Harrafled,  terrified »  and  overpowered 

•'  Contumeliis  lajjata^  By  the  infults,  menaces, 

«•  Minh  territa^  clamoribus  fvi^ag         '  And  clamours 

•«  Libello,  per  quern  Of  her  rebellious  fubjeds* 

•«  Regno  ceditf  Sets  her  hand 

««  Lacrimans  trepidan/que  With  tears  and  confufion* 

.       **  Nomett  app9niu  To  a  refignation  of  the  kingdom,'* 

and 
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1 77  J.  and  I  fliall  diligently  endeavour  to  gather  for  you  any  thing  that  I  can  find* 
ktaf  66.'  ^^  Burke's  fpeech  on  American  Taxation  publifhed  by  himfelf  ?  Is  it  authen- 
tick  ?  I  remember  to  have  heard  you  fay,  that  you  had  never  confidered  Eaft 
Indian  affairs  i  though,  furely,  they  are  of  much  importance  to  Great-Britain. 
Under  the  recolleftion  of  this,  I  (helter  myfelf  from  the  reproach  of  ignorance 
about  the  Americans.  If  you  write  upon  the  fubjeft,  I  fliall  certainly  under* 
Hand  it.  But,  fince  you  feem  to  expert  that  I  flaould  know  fomething  of  it, 
without  your  inftruftion,  and  that  my  own  mind  ftiould  fuggeft  fomething,  I 
truft  you  will  put  me  in  the  way. 

"  What  does  Becket  mean  by  the  Originals  of  Fingal  and  other  poems  of 
Offian,  which  he  advertifes  to  have  lain  in  his  fliop  ?  '* 

To  James  Boswbll,  E/q. 

"  Dbar  Sir,  i 

"YOU  fent  me  a  cafe  to  confider,  in  which  I  have  no  fads  but  what 
are  againft  us,,  nor  any  principles  on  which  to  reafon.  It  is  vain  to  try  to  write 
thus  without  materials.  The  fadl:  feems  to  be  againft  you,  at  leaft  I  cannot 
know  nor  fay  any  thing  to  the  contrary.  I  am  glad  that  you  like  the  book  fo 
well.  I  hear  no  more  of  Macpherfon.  I  fliall  long  to  know  what  Lord 
Hailes  fays  of  it.  Lend  it  him  privately.  I  fliall  fend  the  parcel  as  foon  as 
I  can.    Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  BofweU.    I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

"  January a8,  1775.  Sam.  Johnso N*** 

Mr.  Boswell  fo  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Feb.  2,  l^7S^ 

**  AS  to  Macpherfon,  I  am  anxious  to  have  from  yourfelf  a  foil  and 
pointed  account  of  what  has  pafled  between  you  and  him.  It  is  confidently 
told  here,  that  before  your  book  came  out  he  fent  to  you,  to  let  you  know 
that  he  underftood  you  meant  to  deny  the  authenticity  of  Oflian's  POems ;  that 
the  originals  were  in  his  pofleflion  j  that  you  might  have  infpeftion  of  them, 
and  might  take  the  evidence  of  people  (killed  in  the  Erfe  language ;  and  that 
he  hoped,  after  this  fair  offer,  you  would  not  be  fo  uncandid  as  to  affcrt  that 
he  had  refofed  reafonable  proof.  That  you  paid  no  regard  to  his  mcflage,  but 
publiflied  your  ftrong  attack  upon  him  j  that  then  he  wrote  a  letter  to  ypu,  in 
I  '  fuch 
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fuch  terms  as  he  thought  fuitcd  to  one  who  had  not  afted  as  a  man  of  vera-      177^. 
city.     You  may  believe  it  gives  me  pain  to  hear  your  condu6t  reprefented  as  ^tju  55" 
unfavourable,  while  I  can  only  deny  what  is  faid,  on  the  ground  that  your 
charadter  refutes  it,  without  having  any  information  to  oppofe.     Let  me,  I 
beg  it  of  you,  be  furnifhed  with  a  fufficicnt  anfwer  to  any  calumny  upon  this 
occafion. 

^^  Lord  Hailes  writes  to  me,  (for  we  correfpond  more  than  we  talk  toge- 
ther,) *  As  to  Fingal,  I  fee  a  controverfy  arifing,  and  purpofe  to  Jceep  out  of 
its  way.  There  is  no  doubt  that  I  might  mention  fome  circumftances ;  but  I 
do  not  choofe  to  commit  them  to  paper.'  What  his  opinion  is,  I  do  not 
know.  He  lays,  *  I  am  fingularly  obliged  to  Dr.  Johnfon  for  his  accurate  and 
ufeful  criticifms.  Had  he  given  fome  ftrifhires  on  the  general  plan  of  the 
work,  it  would  have  added  much  to  his  favours.'  He  is  charmed  with  your 
verfes  on  Inchkcnneth,  fays  they  are  very  elegant,  but  bids  me  teU  you  he 
cteubts  whether 

*  Legitimas  faciunt  peSlora  fura  preceSy 

be  according  to  the  rubrick :  but  that  is  your  concern  j  for,  you  know,  he  is 
a  Prc/byterian." 

21?  Dr.  LyiWRENCE*. 

**  Sir,  February  7,  177^. 

*^  ONE  of  the  Scotch  phyficians  is  now  profecuting  a  corporation 
that  in  fome  publick  inftrument  have  ftiled  him  DoSor  of  Medicine  inftead  of 
Pbyjician.  Bofwell  delires,  being  advocate  for  the  corporation,  to  know 
whether  DoSlor  of*  Medicine  is  not  a  legitimate  tide,  and  whether  it  may  be 
confidered  as  a  difadvantageous  diftini^ion.  I  am  to  write  to-night,  be  pleafcd 
to  teU  me.     I  am, » Sir,  your  moft,  &c. 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

7<?  James  Boswell,  Efq. 
'*  My  dear  Boswell, 

*'  I  A  M  furprized  that,  knowing  as  you  do  the  dilpofition  of  your 
countrymen  to  tell  lies  in  favour  of  each  other  ^  you  can  be  at  all  affedtcd  by 

♦  The  learned  and  worthy  Dr.  Lawieflcc,  whom  Dr.  Johnfon  rcfpcfted  and  loved  as  his  phyfici^n 
and  friend. 

'  My  friend  has,  in  this  letter^  relied  upon  017  teftiiaony  with  a  confidence^  of  which  the 
ground  has  efcaped  my  recollection. 
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any  reports  that  circulate  among  them.  Macpherfon  never  in  his  life  offered 
me  the  fight  of  any  original  or  of  any  evidence  of  any  kind,  but  thought  only 
of  intimidating  me  by  noife  and  threats,  till  my  laft  anfwer, — ^that  I  would  not 
be  deterred  from  detefting  what  I  thought  a  cheat,  by  the  menaces  of  a  ruf- 
fian,— ^put  an  end  to  our  correfpondence. 

"  The  ftate  of  the  queftion  is  this.  He,  and  Dr.  Blair,  whom  I  confider 
as  deceived,  fay,  that  he  copied  the  poem  from  old  manufcripts.  His  copies, 
if  he  had  them,  and  I  believe  him  to  have  none,  are  nothing.  Where  are 
the  manufcripts  ?  They  can  be  fhown  if  they  exift,  but  they  were  never 
Ihown.  De  non  exijlentibus  et.  non  apparentibusy  fays  our  law,  eadem  eft  ratio. 
No  man  has  a  claim  to  credit  upon  his  own  word,  when  better  evidence,  if  he 
had  it,  may  be  eafily  produced.  But,  fo  far  as  we  can  find,  the  Erfe  language 
was  never  written  till  very  lately  for  the  purpofes  of  religion.  A  nation  that 
cannot  write,  or  a  language  that  was  never  written,  has  no  manufcripts. 

*^  But  whatever  he  has,    he  never  offered  to  Ihow.     If  old  manufcripts , 
ftiould  now  be  mentioned,  I  ftiould,  unlefs  there  were  more  evidence  than  can 
be  eafily  had,  fuppofe  them  another  proof  of  Scotch  conlpiracy  in  national 
falfehood. 

**  Do  not  cenfure  the  expreflion ;  you  know  it  to  be  true. 

*'  Dr.  Memis's  queftion  is  fo  narrow  as  to  allow  no  fpeculation  5  and  I  have 
no  fafts  before  me  but  thofe  which  his  advocate  has  produced  againft  you. 

"  I  confulted  this  morning  the  Prefident  of  the  London  College  of  Phy- 
ficians,  who  fays,  that  with  us,  Dollor  of  Pbyftck  (we  do  not  fay  DoSor  of 
Medicine)  is  the  higheft  tide  that  a  pra6ticer  of  phyfick  can  have ;  that  DoSor 
implies  not  only  Phyficiatiy  but  teacher  of  phyfick  j  that  every  DoSor  is  legally 
a  Phyftciariy  but  no  man,  not  a  DoSioVy  can  pra£iice  phyfick  but  by  licence  par- 
ticularly granted.  The  Dodtorate  is  a  licence  of  itfelf.  It  feems  to  us  a  vtr^ 
flender  caufe  of  profecution. 

^'  I  am  now  engaged,  but  in  a  Htde  time  I  hope  to  do  all  you  would  have. 
My  compliments  to  Madam  and  Veronica.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  jnoft  humble  fervant, 

"  Fcbruaryy,  1775.  SaM.   JohNSON." 

What  words  were  ufed  by  Mr.  Macpherfon  in  his  letter  to  the  vene- 
rable Sage,  I  have  never  heard  j  but  they  are  generally  faid  to  have  been  of  a 
nature  very  different  from  the  language  of  literary  conteft.  Dr.  Johnfon's 
anfwer  appeared  in  the  newlpapers  of  die  day,  and  has  fmcc  been  frequcndy 
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re-puhlifhed  i  but  not  with  pcrfeft  accuracy.     I  give  it  as  didtated  to  me  by      '77 J* 
himfelf,  written  down  in  his  prefence,  and  authenticated  by  a  note  in  his  own  ^^[Jf^ 
hand- writing,   "  Thisy  I  tbink^  is  a  true  copy^^* 

"  Mr.  James  Macpherson, 

"  I  RECEIVED  your  foolifh  and  impudent  letter.  Any  violence  offered 
me  I  (hall  do  my  beft  to  repel;  and  what  I  cannot  do  for  myfelf,  the  law  Ihall 
do  for  me.  I  hope  I  ihall  never  be  deterred  from  detefting  what  I  think  a 
cheat,  by  the  menaces  of  a  ruffian. 

*'  What  would  you  have  me  retraft  ?  I  thought  your  book  an  impofture ; 
I  think  it  an  impofture  ftill.  For  this  opinion  I  have  given  my  reafons  to 
the  publick,  which  I  here  dare  you  to  refute.  Your  rage  I  defy.  Your 
abilities,  fince  your  Homer,  arv  not  io  formidable;  and  what  I  hear  of  your 
morals  inclines  me  to  pay  regard  not  to  what  you  fhall  fay,  but  to  what  you 
Ihall  prove.     You  may  print  this  if  you  will. 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

Mr.  Macpherfon  little  knew  the  character  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  if  he  fuppofed 
that  he  could  be  cafily  intimidated  j  for  no  man  was  ever  more  remarkable  for 
perfonal  courage.  He  had,  indeed,  an  aweful  dread  of  death,  or  rather  "  of 
fbmething  after  death  \'  and  what  rational  man,  who  ferioully  thinks  of  quitting 
all  that  he  has  ever  known,  and  going  into  a  new  and  unknown  ftate  of  being, 
can  be  without  that  dread  ?  But  his  fear  was  from  reflcftion,  his  courage 
natural.  His  fear,  in  that  one  inflanfe,  was  the  refult  of  philofophical  and 
religious  confideration.  He  feared  death,  but  he  feared  nothing  elfe,  not  even 
what  might  qccafion  death.  Many  inftances  of  his  refolution  may  be  men- 
tioned. One  day,  at  Mr.  Beauclerk's  houfe  in  the  country,  when  two  large 
dogs  were  fighting,  he  went  up  to  them,  and  beat  them  till  they  feparated ; 
and  at  another  time,  when  told  of  the  danger  there  was  that  a  gun  might  burft 
if 'charged  with  many  balls,  he  put  in  fix  or  fcven,  and  fired  it  ofi^  againft  a 
wall.  Mr.  Langton  told  me,  that  when  they  were  fwimming  together  near 
Oxford,  he  cautioned  Dr.  Johnfon  againft  a  pool,  which  was  reckoned  par- 
ticularly dangerous  j  upon  which  Johnfon  diredUy  fwam  into  it.  He  told  me 
himfelf  that  one  night  he  was  attacked  in  die  ftreet  by  four  men,  to  whom 
he  would  not  yield,  but  kept  them  all  at  bay,  till  tlie  watch  came  up,  and 
carried  both  him  and  them  to  the  round-houfe.  In  the  play-houfe  at  Lich« 
field,  as  Mr.  Garrick  informed  me,  Johnfon  having  for  a  moment  quitted  a 
chair  which  was  placed  for  him  between  the  fidc-fcenes,  a  gentleman  took 
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pol&ffion  of  iti  and  when  Johnfon.on  his  return  civilly  demanded  his  feat,  ruddy 
refiifed  to  give  it  up ;  upon  which  Johnfon  laid  hold  of  him,  and  tofled  him 
and  the  chair  into  the  pit.  Foote>  who  fb  (iiccefbfully  revived  the  old  comedy^ 
by  exhibiting  living  charafters,  had  refolved  to  imitate  Johnfon  on  the  ftage, 
cxpefting  great  profits  from  his  ridicule  of  fo  celebrated  a  man.  Johnfon 
being  informed  of  his  intention,  and  being  at  dinner  at  Mr.  Thomas  Davies's 
the  bookfeller,  from  whom  I  had  the  ftory,  he  aJked  Mr.  Davies  "  what  was 
the  common  price  of  an  oak  ftick  j'*  and  being  anfwered  fix-pence,  "  Why 
then.  Sir,  f  faid  he,)  give  me  leave  to  fend  your  fcrvant  to  piirchafe  me  a  fhil- 
ling  one.  I'll  have  a  double  quantity ;  for  I  am  told  Foote  means  to  take  me 
^  as  he  calls  it,,  and  I  am  determined  the  fellow  fliall  not  do  it  with  impunity.'* 
Davies  took  care  to  acquaint  Foote  of  this,  which  effeftually  checked  the  wan- 
tonnefs  of  the  mimick.  Mr.  Macphcrfon^s  menaces  made  Johnfon  provide 
himfelf  with  the  fame  implemeni:  of  defence ;  and  had  he  been  attacked,  I 
have  no  doubt  that>  old  as  he  was,  he  Would  have  naade  his  corporal  prowcfe 
be  felt  as  much  as  his  intcUeftual. 

His  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands  of  Scotland,*'''  is  a  moft  valuable 
performance.  It  abounds  in  extenfive  philbfophical  views  of  focitty,  and 
in  ingenious  fentiments  and  lively  defcription.  A  confiderable  part  of  it, 
indeed,  confifts  of  fpeculations,  which  many  years  before  he  faw  the  wild 
regions  which  we  vifited  together,  probably  had  employed  his  attention,,  though 
the  adual  fight  of  thofe  fccnes  undoubtedly  quickened  and  augmented  them. 
Mr.  Orme,  the  very  able  hiftorian,  agreed  with  me  in  this  opinion,  which  he 
thus  ftrongly  exprefled  i — "  There  are  in  that  book  thoughts,  which,  by  long 
revolution  in  the  great  mind  of  Johnfon,  have  been  formed  and  poKfhed  like 
pebbles  rolled  in  the  ocean  !" 

That  he  was  to  fome  degree  of  excefs  a  true-born  I^ngUftmany.  fo  as  to  have 
ever  entertained  an  undue  prejudice  againft  both  the  country  and  the  people 
of  Scodand,  muft  be  allowed^  But  it  was  a.  prejudice  of  the  head,,  and  not 
of  the  heart.  He  had  no  ill  will  to  the  Scotch  \  for,  if  he  had  been  confcious 
of  that,  he  would  never  have  thrown  himfelf  into  the  bofom  of  their  country,, 
and  trufted  to  the  proteftion  of  its  ren^ote  mhabitants  with  a  fearfefs  confi- 
dence. His  remark  upon .  the  nakednefs  of  the  country,  from  its  being  denuded 
of  trees,  was  made  >after  having  travelled  two  hundred  miles  along  the  caftem 
coaft,  where  certainly  trees  are  not  to  be  found  near  thi^  road,  and  he  faid  it  was 
"  a  nrap  of  the  road"  which. he  gave.  His  di/beljef  of  the  authenticity  of  the 
poems  afcribed  to  Oflian^  a  Highland  bard,  was  confirmed  in  the  couHe  of  his 
journey,  by  a  very  ftrift  examinatipn  of  the  evidence  offered  for  it;  and  although 
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their  authenticity  was  made  too  much  a  national  point  by  the  Scotch^  there  '  «77J- 
were  marty  refpeftable  perfons  in  that  country  who  did  not  concur  in  this  j  ^tat\  66. 
fo  that  his  judgement  upon  the  queftioa  ought  not  tx>  be  decried,  even  by  thofe 
who  differ  from  him.     As  to  myfelf,  I  can  only  fay^  upon  a  fubjeft  now 
become  very  uninterefting,  that  when  the  fragments  of  Highland  poetry  firft 
came  out,  I  was  much  pleafed  with  their  wild  peculiarity,  and  was  one  of 
diofe  who  fubfcribed  to  enable  their  editor,  Mr.  Macpherfon,  then  a  young 
man,  to  make  a  fearch  in  the  Hi^ilands  and  Hebrides  for  a  long  poem  in  the 
Erfe  language,  which  was  reported  to  be  preferved  fomewhere  in  thofe  regions^ 
But  when  there  came  forth  an  Epick  Poem  in  fix  books,  with  all  the  common 
circumftances  of  former  compofidons  of  that  nature ;   and  when,  upon  an 
attentive  examination  of  it,  there  was  found  a  perpetual  recurrence  of  the  lame 
images  which  appear  in  the  fragments ;  and  when  no  ancient  manufcripc,  to 
authenticate  the  work,  was  depofited  in  any  publick  library,  though  that  was 
infifted  on  as  a  reafonable  proof,  tvbo  could  forbear  to  doubt  ? 

Johnfon's  grateful  acknowledgements  of  kindnefles  received  in  the  courfe 
of  this  tour,  completely  refute  the  brutal  refle£dons  whicih  have  been  thrown 
out  againft  him,  as  if  he  had  made  an  ungrateful  return  -,  and  his  delicacy  in 
fparing  in  his  book  thofe  who  we  find  from  hiS  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  were 
juft  objeds  of  cenfure,  is  much  to  be  admired  His  candour  and  amiable  dif- 
pofition  is  conspicuous  from  his  coodud,  when  informed  by  Mr.  Madeod,  of 
Rafay,  that  he  had  committed  a  miftake,  which  gave  that  gentleman  fomc 
uneafinefs.  He  wtpte  him  a  courteous  and  kind  letter,  and  ii^rted  in  the 
newfpapers  an  advertifement,  corrc&ing  the  miftake  ^ 

The  obfervations  of  my  friend  Mn  Dempfter  in  a  letter  written  to  me,  foon 
After  he  had  read  Dr.  Johnfon's  book«  are  fo  juft  and  liberal,  that  they  cannot 
be  too  often  repeated : 

''  There  is  nothing  in  the  book,  from  beginning  to  end,  that  a  Scotchman 
need  to  take  amifs.  What  he  fays  <^the  country  is  true;  and  his  obfervations 
on  the  people  are  what  niuft  naturally  occur  to  a  fenfible,  obferving,  and 
refkfting  inhabitant  of  a  convement  metropolis,  where  a  man  on  thirty  pounds 
a  year  may  be  better  accommodated  with  $il  the  little  wants  of  life,  than  Col 
or  Sir  Allan.    . 

*'  I  am  charmed  with  his  refearches  concerning  the  Erfe  language,  and  the 
antiquity  of  their  manufcripts.    I  am  quite  convinced ;  aad  I  fhall  rank  OiTian, 

•  Sec  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides/'  3d  edit.  p.  520, 
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177^      and  his  Fingals  and  Ofcars,  amongft  the  nurfery  tales,  not  the  true  hiftory  of 
!ktatl  66.  ^^^  country,  in  all  time  to  come. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  the  book  cannot  difplcafe,  for  it  has  no  pretenfions. 
The  authour  neither  fays  he  is  a  geographer,  nor  an  antiquarian,  nor  very 
learned  in  the  hiftory  of  Scodand,  nor  a  naturalift,  nor  a  foflilift.  The  man- 
ners of  the  people,  and  the  face  of  the  country,  are  all  he  attempts  to  defcribe, 
or  feems  to  have  thought  of.  Much  were  it  to  be  wifliid,  that  they  who  have 
travelled  into  more  remote,  and  of  courfe  more  curious  regions,  had  all  pof- 
feffed  his  good  fenfe.  Of  the  ftate  of  learning,  his  obfervations  on  Glafgow 
Uhiveriity  Ihew  he  has  formed  a  very  found  judgement.  He  undcrftands  our 
climate  too;  and  he  has  accurately  obferved  the  changes,  however  flow  and 
imperceptible  to  us,  which  Scotland  has  undergone,  in-  confcquence  of  the. 

bleifings  of  liberty  and  mternal  peace." 

«     4^    *     «     «     » 

Mr.  Knox,  another  native  of  Scotland,  who  has  fince  madfe  die  lame  tour^ 
and  publilhcd  an  account  of  it^  is  equally  liberal.  "I  have  read  (fays  he,)  his 
book  again  and  again,  travelled  with  him  from  Berwick  to  Glenelg,  through 
countries  with  which  I  am  well  acquainted ;  failed  with  him  from  GJencJg  to 
Rafay,  Sky,  Rum,  Col,  Mult,  and  IcolmkiU,  but  have  not  been  able  to 
corredb  him  in  any  matter  of  confequence.  I  have  often  admired  the  accuracy^ 
the.  precifion,  and  the  jufl:nefs  of  what  he  advances,  reipefting  both  the  country 
and  the  people. 

**  The  Doctor  has  every  where  delivered  his  fentiments  with  freedom,  and 
in  many  inftances  with  a  feeming  regard  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  ornament  of  the  country.  His  remarks  on  the  want  of  trees  and  hedges 
for  fhade,  as  well  as  for  Ihelter  to  the  cattle>  are  well  founded,  and  merit  the 
thanks,  not  the  illiberal  cenfure  of  the  natives.  He  alfo  felt  for  the  diftreffes 
of  the  Highlanders,  and  explodes,  with  great  propriety,  the  bad  management 
of  the  grounds,^  and  the  negleft  of  timber  in  the  Hebrides." 

Having  quoted  Johnfon's  juft  compliments  on  the  Rafay  family,  he  fays, 
**  On  the  other  hand,.  I  found  this  family  equaHy  lavilh  in  their  encomiums 
upon  the  Doftor's  converfation,  and  his  fubfequent  civilities  to  a  young  gentle* 
man  of  that  country,,  who,  upon  waiting  upon  him  at  London,  was  weU 
received,  and  experienced  all  the  attention  and  regard  that  a  warm  friend  could 
beftow.  Mn  Maclcod  having  alfo  been  in  London,  waited  upon  the  Dodor, 
who  provided  a  magnificent  and  expenfive  entertainment,  in  honour  of  his  old 
Hebridean  acquamtance,." 
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And  talking  of  the  military  road  by  Fort  Auguftus,  he  fays,  *^  By  this  road,      ^77 J*  ^ 
though  one  of  the  moft  rugged  in  Great-Britain,  the  celebrated  Dr.  Johnfon  ^^taf  66. 
pafled  from  Invernefs  to  the  Hebride  Ifles.     His  obfervations  on  the  country 
and  people  are  extremely  correft,  judicious,  and  inftrudive^." 

His  private  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  written  during  the  courfe  of  his  journey>> 
which  therefore  may  be  fuppofed  to  convey  his  genuine  feelings  at  the  time, 
abound  in  fuch  benignant  fentiments  towards  the  people  who  (hewed  him 
civilities,  that  no  man  whofe  temper  is  not  very  harfli  and  four>  can  retain 
a  doubt  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart. 

It  is  painful  to  recoUeft  with  what  rancour  he  was  aflailed  by  numbers:: 
of  fliallow  irritable  North-Britons,  on  account  of  his  fuppofed  injurious  treat- 
ment of  their  country  and  countrymen,  in  his  "  Journey."  Had  there,  been 
any  juft  ground  for  fuch  a  charge,  would  the  virtuous  and  candid  Dempffer 
have  given  his  opinion  of  the  book,  in  the  terms  which  I  have  quoted  ?• 
Would' the  patriotick  Knox*  have  Ipoken  of  it  as  he  has  done  ?  And  let  me 
add,  that,  citizen  of  the  world  as  I  hold  myfelf  to  be,  I  have  that  degree  of 
predileftiort  for  my  natale  folumy  nay,  I  have  that  juft  fenfe  of  the  merit  of  an 
ancient  nation,  which  has  been  ever  renowned  for  its  valour,  which  in  former 
times  maintained  its  independence  againft  a  powerful  neighbour,  and^in  modem 
times  has  been  equally  diftinguifhed  for  its  ingenuity  and  induftry  in  civilifed  life, 
that  I  fhould  have  felt  a  generous  indignation  at  any  injuftice  done  to  it.  Johnfon 
treated  Scotland  no  worfe  than  he  did  even  his  beft  friends,  whofe  charaftcrs 
he  ufed  to  give  as  they  appeared. to  him,  both  in  l^ht  and  fhade.  Some  peo- 
ple, who  had  not  exercifed  their  minds  fuffitiendy,,condiJmned  him  for  cen— 
furing  his  friends.  But  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  whofe  philofophical  penetration 
and  juftnefs  of  thinking  are  not  lefs  known  to  thofe  who  live  with  him,  than 
his  genius  in  his  art  is  admired  by  the.  world,  explained  his  conduit  thus :  • "  He 
was  fond  of  difcrimihation,  which  he  could,  not  Ihew  without  pointing  out 
the  bad  as  well  as  the  good  in -every  charafter ;  and  as  his  friends  were  thofe 
whofe  charafters  he  knew  heft,  they  afforded  him*  the  heft  opj>ortunity  for 
Slewing  the  acutcnels  of  his  judgement.** 

He  exprefled  to  his  friend  Mr.  Windham  of  "Norfolk,  his  wonder  at  the 
extreme  jealouly  of  the  Scotch,  and  their  refentment  at  having  their  country 
dcfcribed.by  him  as.it  really  was ;  when,  ta  fay  that  it  was  a  country  as  good  v 

»  Page  103. 

^  I  obferve  with  mach'  regret^  while  thitf  work  is  paffing  throagh  the  prefs,  (Augul^,  1790  J 
that  this  ingenious  gentleman,  is  deacU . 
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n75*  as  England,  would  have  been  a  grofe  falfehood.  "  None  of  us,  (faid  he,) 
iEtiL  66.  would  be  offended  if  a  foreigner  who  has  travelled  here  fhould  fay,  that 
vines  and  olives  don't  grow  in  England/'  And  as  to  his  prejudice  againft  die 
Scotch,  which  I  always  afcribed  to  that  nationality  which  he  obferved  in  tbemy 
he  faid  to  the  fame  gentleman,  "  When  I  find  a  Scotchman  to  whom  an 
Englifhman  is  as  a  Scotchman^  that  Scotchman  fhall  be  as  an  Englifhman  to 
me."  His  intimacy  with  many  gendemen  of  Scodand,  and  his  employing  fo 
many  natives  of  that  country  as  his  amamienles,  prove  that  his  prejudice 
was  not  vimlent ;  and  I  have  depofited  in  the  Britifh  Mufcum,  amongft  other 
pieces  oi  his  writing,  the  following  note,  in  anfwer  to  one  from  me^  afking 
if  he  would  meet  me  at  dinner  at  the  Mitre,  though  a  friend  of  mine,  a 
Scotchman,  was  to  be  there :— ^'  Mr.  Johnfbn  does  not  fee  why  Mr.  BofweU 
fhould  fuppofe  a  Scotchman  leis  acceptable  than  any  other  man«  He  will  be 
at  the  Mitre." 

My  much- valued  friend  Dr.  Barnard,  nowBifhop  of  Killaloe,  having  once 
exprefTed  to  him  an  apprehenfion,  that  if  he  fhould  vifit  Ireland  he  might  treat 
the  people  of  that  country  mort  unfavourably  than  he  had  done  the  Scotch, 
he  anfwered,  with  flrong  pointed  double-edged  wit,  "  Sir,  you  have  no  reafbn 
to  be  afraid  of  me.  The  Irifh  are  not  in  a  confpiracy  to  cheat  the  world  by 
falfc  reprefentations  of  the  merits  of  their  countrymen.  No,  Sir  i  the  Irifh 
are  a  fair  people  :— they  never  fpeak  well  of  one  another." 

Johnfon  told  me  an  inilance  of  Scottifh  nationality,  which  made  a  very  unfa-^ 
vourable  imprefTion  upon  his  mind.  A  Scotchman,  of  fome  -confideration  in 
London,  folicited  him  to  recommend,  by  the  weight  of  his  learned  authority, 
to  be  mafler  of  an  Englifh  fchool,  a  perfon  of  whom  he  who  recommended 
him  confefled  he  knew  no  more  but  that  he  was  his  countryman.  Johnfbn 
was  fhocked  at  this  unconfcientious  conduft. 

All  the  miferable  cavillings  againfl:  his  "  Journey,"  in  newfpapers,  maga- 
zines, and  other  fugitive  publications,  I  can  Ipeak  from  ceitain  knowledge, 
only  fiirnifhed  him  widi  fport.  At  lafl  there  came  out  a  fcurrilous  volume, 
larger  than  Johnfon's  own,  filled  widi  malignant  abufe,  under  a  name,  real  o? 
fiftitious,  of  fome  low  man  in  an  obfcure  comer  of  Scotland,  though  fuppofcd 
to  be  the  work  of  another  Scotchman,  who  has  found  means  to  make  himielf 
well  known  both  in  Scotland  and  England.  The  efFedt  which  it  had  upon 
Johnfon  was,  to  produce  this  pleafant  obfervation  to  Mr.  Seward,  to  whom  he 
lent  the  book :  "  This  fellow  mufl  be  a  blockhead.  They  don't  know  how  to 
go  about  their  abufe.  Who  will  read  a  five  fhiUing  book  againft  me  ?  No, 
Sir,  if  they  liad  wit,  they  fhould  have  kept  pelting  roe  with  ptmphicts.** 

Mr. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON* 
A&.  BoswELL  io  Dr.  J'ohnsok. 

Edinburgh^  Feb.  r8,  1775. 

"YOU  would  have  been  very  well  pleafed  if  you  had  dined  with 
me  to  day.  I  had  for  my  guefts,  Macquharrie,  young  Maclean  of  Cd, 
the  fucccflbr  of  our  friend,  a  very  amiable  man,  though  not  marked  with 
fuch  aftive  qualities  as  his  brother,  Mr.  Maclean  of  Torloilk  in  Mull  a  gen- 
tlenian  of  Sir  Allan's  family,  and  two  of  the  clan  Grant,  fo  that  the  Highland 
and  Hebridean  genius  reigned.  We  had  a  great  deal  of  converfation  about 
you,  and  drank  your  health  in  a  bumper.  The  toaft  was  not  propofed  by  me, 
which  is  a  circumftance  to  be  remarked,  for  I  am  now  fo  connefted  with  you, 
that  any  thing  that  I  can  fay  or  do  to  your  honour  has  not  the  value  of  an 
additional  complimentl  It  is  only  giving  you  a  guinea  out  of  that  treafurc 
of  admiration  which  already  belongs  to  you,  and  which,  is  no  hidden  treafure ; 
for  I  fuppofe  my  admiration  of  you  is  co-cxiftent  with  the  knowledge  of  my 
charafter. 

"  I  find  that  the  Highlanders  and  Hebridcans  in  general  are  much,  fonder 
of  your  '  Journey,'  than  the  low-country  or  hither  Scots.  One  of  the  Grants 
faid  to  day,  that  he  was  fure  you  were  a  man  of  a  good  heart,  and  a  candid 
man,  and  feemed'to  hope  he  Ihould  be  able  to  convince  you  of  the  antiquity 
of  a  good  proportion  of  the  poems  of  Oflian.  After  all  that  has  pafled,  I 
think  the  matter  is  capable  of  being  proved  to  a  certain  degree.  1  am  told 
that  Macpherfon  got  one  old  Erfe  MS.  from  Clanranald,  for  the  reftitution  of 
which  he  executed  a  formal  obligation ;  and  it  is  affirmed,  that  the  Gaelick 
(call  it  Erfe  or  call  it  Irifh,)  has  been  written  in  the  Highlands  and  Hebrides 
for  many  centuries.  It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as 
acquired  any  learning,  pofleflcd  the  art  of  writing  as  well  as  their  Irifh  neigh- 
bours and  Celtick  coulins;  and  the  queftion  is,  can  fufficieot  evidence  be 
fhcwn  of  this  ? 

"  Thofc  who  arc  (killed  in  ancient  writings  can  determine  the  age  of  MSS, 
cr  at  leaft  can  afcertain  the  century  in  which  they  were  written  j  and  if  men 
of  veracity,  who  arc  fo  (killed,  Ihall  tell  us  that  MSS.  in  the  polTeflion  of 
families  in  the  Highlands  and  ifles,  are  the  works  of  a  remote  age,  I  think  we 
Ihould  be  convinced  by  their  tcftimony. 

*'  There  is  now  come  to  this  city,  Ranald  Macdonald,.  from  the  Ifle  of 
Egg,  who  has  feveral  MS$.  of  Erfe  poetry^  which  he  wilhes  to  puhlilh  by 
fubfcription.     I  have  engaged  to  take  three  copies  of  the  book,  the  price  of 

which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

whkh  is  to  be  fix  Ihillings,  as  I  would  fubfcribe  for  all  the  Erfc  that  can  be 
printed,  be  it  old  or  new,  that  the  language  -may  be  prcferved.     This  man 
»fays,  that  fome  of  his  manufcripts  are  ancient;  and,  to  be  fure,  one  of  them 
which  was  fhewn  to  me  does  appear  to  have  the  dulkynefs  of  antiquity. 

'"  The  inquiry  is  not  yet  quite  hopelefs,  and  I  Ihould  think  that  the  exadt 
truth  may  be  difcovered,  if  proper  means  be  ufed.     I  am,  &c. 

^"  Jam£S  Boswell," 

21?  James  Boswell,  Efy. 

«^  Dear  Sin, 

^"  I  AM  forry  thatl  could  get  no  books  for  my  friends  in  Scodand. 
Mr.  Strahan  has  at  laft  promifed  to  fend  two  dozen  to  you.  If  they  come, 
put  the  names  of  my  friends  into  diem^  you  may  cut  them  out',  and  pafte 
them  with  a  litde  ftarch  in  the  book. 

"  You  then  are  going  wild  about  Oflian.  Why  do  you  think  any  part 
can  be  proved  ?  The  du(ky  manufcript  of  Egg  is  probably  not  fifty  years 
old  i  if  it  be  an  hundred,  it  proves  nothing.  The  tale  of  ClanranaJd  has 
no  proof.  Has  Clanranald  told  it  ?  Can  he  prove  it  ?  There  are,  I  believe, 
no  Erfe  manufcripts.  None  of  the  old  families  had  a  fingle  letter  in  Erfe  that 
we  heard  of.  You  fay  it  is  likely  tliat  they  could  write.  The  learned,  if  any 
learned  there  were,  could  \  but  knowing  by  that  learning  fome  written  lan- 
guage, in  that  language  they  wrote,  as  letters  had  never  been  applied  to  their 
own.  If  there  are  manufcripts,  let  them  be  fhewn,  with  fome  proof  that  they 
are  not  forged  for  the  occafion.  You  fay  many  can  remember  parts  of  Oflian. 
I  believe  all  thofe  parts  are  verfions  of  the  Englifh,  at  kaft  there  is  no  proof 
of  their  antiquity. 

"  Macpherfon  is  faid  to  have  made  fome  tranflariohs  himfelf ;  and  having 
taught  a  boy  to  write  it,  ordered  him  to  fay  that  he  had  learned  it  of  his  grand- 
mother. The  boy,  when  he  grew  up,  told  the  ftory.  This  Mrs.  Williams 
heard  at  Mr.  Strahan's  table.  Do  not  be  credulous  \  you  know  how  litde  a 
Highlander  can  be  trufted.  Macpherfon  is,  fo  far  as  I  know,  very  quiet.  Is 
not  that  proof  enough  ?  Every  thing  is  againft  him.  No  vifible  manufcript ; 
no  infcription  in  the  language :  no  correlpondence  among  friends :  no  tranf- 
aftion  of  bufinefs,  of  which  a  fingle  fcrap  remains  in  the  ancient  families. 
Macpherfon's  pretence  is,  that  the  charadler  was  Saxon.    If  he  had  not  talked 


*  From  a  lift  in  his  hand-writing* 
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unflcilfuUy  of  manufcripts^  he  might  have  fought  with  oral  tradition  much      '775- 
longer.     As  to  Mr/ Grant's  information,  I  fuppofe  he  knows  much  lefs  of  the  ^at.  ^. 
matter  than  ourfelvcs. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  the  bookfeller  fays  that  the  lale '  is  fufficiently  quick. 
They  printed  four  thoufand.  Correct  your  copy  wherever  it  is  wrong,  and 
bring  it  up.  Your  friends  will  all  be  glad  to  fee  you.  I  think  of  going  my- 
felf  into  the  country  about  May. 

"  I  am  forry  that  I  have  not  managed  to  fend  the  books  fooner.  I  have 
left  four  for  you,  and  do  not  reftrift  you  abfolutely  to  follow  my  directions  in 
the  diftribution.     You  muft  ufe  your  own  difcretion. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell ;  I  fuppofe  Ihe  is  now  juft  begin- 
ning to  forgive  me.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  humble  fervant, 

«•  Feb.  z5,  i775»  Sam.  Johnson." 

On  Tucfiiay,  March  21,  I  arrived  in  London;  and  on  repairing  to  Dr. 
Johnfon's  before  dinner,  found  him  in  his  ftudy,  fitting  with  Mr.  Peter 
Garrick,  the  elder  brother  of  David,  ftrongly  refembling  him  in  his  counte- 
nance and  voice,  but  of  more  fedate  and  placid  manners.  Johnfon  informed 
me,  that  "  though  Mr.  Beauclerk  was  in  great  pain,  it  was  hoped  he  was  not  in 
danger,  and  that  he  now  wifhed  to  confult  Dr.  Heberden  to  try  the  efFeft  of  a 
new  underftanding.^'  Both  at  this  interview,  and  in  the  evening  at  Mr.  Thrale's, 
where  he  and  Mr.  Peter  Garrick  and  I  met  again,  he  was  vehement  on  the  fub- 
je6t  of  the  OfHan  controverfy ;  obferving,  *^  We  do  not  know  that  there  are 
any  ancient  Erfe  manufcripts ;  and  we  have  no  other  rcafon  to  difbelievc  that 
there  are  men  with  three  heads,  but  that  we  do  not  know  that  there  are  any 
fuch  men.*'  He  alfb  was  outrageous,  upon  his  fuppofition  that  my  countrymen 
**  loved  Scotland  better  than  truth,"  faying,  "  All  of  them, — ^nay  not  all, — ^buc 
droves  of  them,  would  come  up,  and  atteft  any  thing  for  the  honour  of  Scotland." 
He  alfo  perfevered  in  his  wild  allegation,  that  he  queftioned  if  there  was  a 
tree  between  Edinburgh  and  the  Englifh  border  older  than  himfelf.  I  aflured 
him  he  was  miftaken,  and  fuggcfted  that  the  proper  puniftiment  would  be  that 
he  ihould  receive  a  ftripe  at  every  tree  above  a  hundred  years  old,  that  was 
found  within  that  Ipace.  He  laughed,  and  faid,  "  I  believe  I  might  fubmit 
to  It  ioT  2Lbawbie!** 

*  Of  bis  "  Journey  to  the  Weftem  Iflands  of  Scodand." 

N  n  n  The 
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1775-  The  doubts  which,  in  my  corrcfpondence  with  him>  I  had  ventured  to  ffate 
'Mt^Cee.  ^  ^^  ^^^  juftice  and  wiidom  of  die  condufk  of  Great-Britain  towards  the 
American  colonies,  while  I  at  the  fame  time  requefted  that  he  would  enable 
me  to  infomi  myfclf  upon  that  momentous  iirtyeft,  he  had  altogether  difrc- 
garded  -,  and  had  recently  pubHlhcd  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  "  Taxation  no 
Tyranny ;  an  Anfwer  to  the  Refolutions  and  Addrefs  of  the  American 
Congrefs.*" 

He  had  long  before  indulged  moft  unfavourable  fentiments  of  our  fellow 
fubjeds  in  America.  For,  as  early  as  1769, 1  was  told  by  Dr.  John  Campbell, 
that  he  had  faid  of  them,  "  Sir,  they  are  a  race  of  convifts,  and  ought  to  be 
thankful  for, any  thing  we  allow  them  fhort  of  hanging." 
^  Of  this  performance  I  avoided  to  talk  with  him ;  for  I  had  now 'formed  a 
clear  and  fettled  opinion,  that  the  people  of  America  were  well  warranted  to 
refift  a  claim  that  their  fellow-fubjefts  in  the  mother-country  fhould  have  the 
entire  command  of  their  fortunes,  by  taxing  them  without  their  own  confent  j 
and  the  extreme  violence  which  it  breathed,  appeared  to  me  fo  unfuitable 
to  the  mildnefs  of  a  Chriilian  philofopher,  and  fo  direftly  oppofhe  to  the 
principles  of  peace  which  he  had  fo  beautifolly  recommended  in  his  pamphlet 
reipe£bing  Falkland's  Iflands,  that  I  was  forry  to  fee  him  appear  in  fo  un£i- 
vourable  a  light.  Belides,  I  could  not  perceive  in  it  that  ability  of  argument^ 
or  that  felicity  of  expreffion,  for  which  he  was,  upon  other  occafions,  fo  emi- 
'  nent.  Pofitive  affertion,  farcaftical  fe verity,  and  extravagant  ridicule,  which 
he  himfelf  reprobated  as  a  teft  of  truth,  were  united  in  this  rhapfody. 

That  this  pamphlet  was  written  at  the  defu-e  of  thofe  who  were  then  in 
power,  I  have  no  doubt;  and,  indeed,  he  owned  to  me,  thae  it  had  been 
revifed  and  curtailed  by  fome  of  them.  He  told  me,  that  they  had  ftruck 
out  one  paflage,  which  was  to  this  efFed: :  "  That  the  Colonifts  could  with 
no  folidity  argue  from  their  not  having  been  taxed  while  in  their  infancy, 
that  they  ftiould  not  now  be  taxed.  We  do  not  put  a  calf  into  the  plow; 
we  wait  till  he  is  an  ox.''  He  faid,  "  They  ftruck  it  out  either  critically, 
as  too  ludicrous,  or  politically,  as  too  exalperaring.  I  care  not  which. 
It  was  their  bufinefs.  If  an  architeft  fays,  I  will  build  five  ftbries,  and  the 
man  who  employs  him  fays,  I  will  have  only  three,  the  employer  is  to  decide." 
"  Yes,  Sir,  (faid  I,)  in  ordinary  cafes.  But  fliould  it  be  fo  when  die  archi- 
te6t  gives  his  fkill  and  labour  grafis  ?" 

Unfavourable  as  I  am  conftrained  to  fay  my  opinion  of  this  pamphlet  was, 

yet,  fince  it  was  congenial  with  the  fentiments  of  numbers  at  that  rime,  and 

as  every  thing  relating  to  die  writings  of  Dr.  Johnfon  is  of  importance  in 

^  .  literary 
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literary  hiftory,  I  fhall  therefore  infcrt  fome  pafiages  which  were  ftruck  out,  it     »77J- 
does  not-appear  why,  either  by  himfelf  or  thofe  who  revifed  it.    They  appear  muC66. 
printed  in  a  few  proof  leaves  of  it  in  my  poffeffion,  marked  with  correftions 
in  his  own  hand*-wr^dng..    I  fhall  diflinguiih  them  by  Ifaluks. 

In  the  paragraph  where  he  fays,  the  AnKricans  were  incited  to  refiftance  by 
European  intelligence  from  *^  men  whom  they  thought  their  friends,  but  who 
were  friends  only  to  themfelves,"  there  followed,—"  and  made,  by  thnrjelfijh- 
nefsy  the  enemies  of  their  country.** 

And  the  next  paragraph  ran  thus :  "  0|i  the  original  contrivers  of  mifchief, 
rather  than  on  thofe  whom  they  have  deluded,  let  an  infulted  nation  pour  out  its 
vengeance." 

The  paragraph  which  came  next  was  in  thefc  words :  *'  Unhappy  is  that 
eountry,  in  which  men  can  hope  for  advancement  by  favouring  its  enemies.  The 
tranquillity  of  fiable  gcnjemment  is  not  always  eafily  preferved  againjl  the  machina- 
tions <f  Jingle  innovators  -,  but  what  can  be  the  hope  of  quiet,  when  factions  hofiile 
to  the  legiflature  can  be  openly  formed  and  openly  avowed?  " 

After  the  paragraph  which  now  concludes  the  pamphlet,  there  followed  this, 
in  which  he  certainly  means  the  great  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  glances  at  a  cer- 
tain popular  Lord  Chancellor : 

^^  ]f,  by  the  fortune  of  war,  they  drive  us  utterly  away,  what  thiy  will  do  next 
can  only  be  conjeHured.  If  a  new  monarchy  is  ereSted,  they  will  want  a  Kino. 
He  whofirji  takes  into  his  hand  thefceptre  of  America,  Jhould  have  a  name  of  good 
cmen.  William  has  been  known  both  as  conqueror  and  deliverer ;  and  perhaps 
England,  however  contemned,  might  yet  fupply  them  with  another  William. 
Whigs,  indeed,  are  not  willing  to  be  governed-,  and  it  is  pojfible  that  King 
William  may  be  ftrongly  inclined  to  guide  their  meafures  :  but  tVhigs  have  been, 
cheated  like  other  mortals,  andfuffered  their  leader  to  become  their  tyrant,  under  the 
Tiame  of  their  Protector.  What  more  they  will  receive  from  England,  no  man 
€an  telL     In  their  rudiments  of  empire  they  may  want  a  Chancellor." 

Then  came  this  paragraph : 

"  Their  numbers  are,  at  prefent,  not  quite  fufficient  for  the  greatnefs  which,  in 
Jome  form  of  government  or  other,  is  to  rival  the  ancient  monarchies ;  but,  by  Dr. 
Franklin*s  rule  of  progrefion,  they  will,  in  a  century  and  a  quarter,  be  more  than 
equal  to  the  inhabitants  of  Europe.  When  the  Whigs  of  America  are  thus  multi- 
plied^ let  the  Princes  of  the  earth  tremble  in  their  palaces.  If  they  Jhould  continue 
to  double  and  to  double,  their  own  hemi/phere  will  not  contain  them.  But  let  not 
our  boldeji  oppuffters  of  authority  look  forward  with  delight  to  this  futurity  of 
Whiggifm:' 

N  n  a  2  How 
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How  it  ended  I  know  not,  as  it  is  cut  ofF  abruptly  at  the  foot  of  the  laft  of 
thefe  proof  pages. 

His  pamphlets  in  fupport  of  the  meafures  of  adminiftration  were  publiflied 
on  his  own  account,  and  he  afterwards  coUefted  them  into  a  volume,  with  the 
tide  of  "Political  Tradts,  by  the  Authour  of  the  Rambler,"  with  this  motto, 

"  Fallitur  egregio  quifquis  Jub  Princife  credit 

^^  Servitiumj  numquam  libertas  gratior  extat 

"  ^am /ub  Rege  pio,'*  Claudianus. 

Thefe  pamphlets  drew  upon  him  numerous  attacks*  *  Againft  the  •common 
weapons  of  literary  warfare  he  was  hardened  \  but  there  were  two  inftances  of 
animadverfion  which  I  communicated  to  him,  and  from  what  I  could  judge, 
both  from  his  filence  and  his  looks,  appeared  to  me  to  imprefs  him  much. 

One  was,  a  "  A  Letter  to  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  oceafioned  by  his  late 
political  Publications."  It  appeared  previous  to  his  "  Taxation  no  Tyranny," 
and  was  written  by  Dr.  Jofeph  Towers.  In  that  performance,  Dr.  Johnfon 
was  treated  with  the  refpe6t  due  to-  fo  eminent  a  man,  while  his  conduft  as  a 
political  writer  was  boldly  and  pointedly  arraigned,  as  inconfiftent  with  the  cha- 
rafter  of  one,  who,  if  he  did  employ  his  pen  upon  politicks,  "  it  might  rca- 
fonably  be  expefted  Ihould  diftingvifh  himfelf,  not  by  party  violence  and 
rancour,  but  by  moderation  and  by  wifdom." 

It  concluded  thus :  "  I  would,  however,  wiih  you  to  remember,  fhould  you 
again  addrefs  the  publick  under  the  charafter  of  a  political  writer,  that  luxuriance 
of  imagination  or  energy  of  language  will  ill  compenfate  for  the  want  of 
candour,  of  juftice,  and  of  truth.  And  I  fhall  only  add,  that  Ihould  I  here- 
after be  difpofed  to  read,  as  I  heretofore  have  done,  the  moll  excellent  of  all 
your  performances,  '  The  Rambler,'  the  pleafure  which  I  have  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  find  in  it  will  be  much  diminifhed  by  the  rcfledtion  that  the  writer 
of  fo  moral,  ib  elegant,  and  fo  valuable  a  work,  was  capable  of  profiituting 
his  talents  in  fuch  produ6tions  as  '  The  Falfe  Alarm,'  the  ^  Thoughts  on 
the  Tranfaftions  refpefting  Falkland's  Iflands,'  and  *  The  Patriot." 

I  am  willing  to  do  juftice  to  the  merit  of  Dr.  Towers,  of  whom  I  will  fay, 
that  although  I  abhor  his  Whiggifh  democratical  notions  and  propenfides, 
(for  I  will  not  call  them  principles,)  I  efteem  him  as  an  ingenious,  knowing, 
and  very  convivial  man. 

The  other  inftance  was  a  paragraph  of  a  letter  to  me,  from  my  old  and 
moft  intimate  friend  the  Reverend  Mr.  Temple,  who  wrote  the  charafter  of 
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Gray,  which  has  had  thfe  honour  to  be  adopted  both  by  Mr/  Mafon  aiid 
Dr.  Johnfon  in  their  accounts  of  that  poet.  The  words  were,  "  How  can 
your  great,  I  will  not  fay  your  pious y  but  your  moral  (ticnd,  fupport  the  bar- 
barous meafures  of  adnniniftration,  which  they  have  not  the  face  to  alk  even 
their  infidel  penfioner  Hume  to  defend," 

However  confident  of  the  reftitude  of  his  own  mind,  Johnfon  may  have 
felt  fincere  uneafinefs  that  his  condudt  fhould  be  erroneoufly  imputed  to  unwor- 
thy motives,  by  good  men,  and  that  the  influence  of  his  valuable  writings 
Ihould  on  that  account  be  in  any  degree  obfl:ru6ted  or  leflened. 

He  complained  to  a  Right  Honourable  friend  of  diftinguiflied  talents  and 
very  elegant  manners,  with  whom  he  maintained  a  long  intimacy,  and  whofe 
generofity  towards  him  will  afterwards  appear,  that  his  penfion  having  been 
given  to  him  as  a  literary  character,  he  had  been  applied  to  by  adminiftra- 
tion  to  write  political  pamphlets  j  and  he  was  even  fo  much  irritated,  that  he 
delared  his  refolution  to  refign  his  penfion.  His  fi-iend  Ihewed  him  the 
impropriety  of  fuch  a  mcafure,  and  he  afterwards  exprefled  his  gratitude,  and 
faid  he  had  received  good  advice.  To  that  friend  he  once  fignified  a  wifii  to 
have  his  penfion  fecured  to  him  for  his  life ;  but  he  neither  alked  nor  received 
from  government  any  reward  whatfoever  for  his  political  labours. 

On  Friday,  March  24,  I  met  him  at  the  Literary  Club,  where  were 
Mr.  Beauclerk,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Colman,  Dr.  Percy,  Mr.  Vefey,  Sir 
Charles  Bunbury,  Dr,  George  Fordyce,  Mr.  Steevens,  and  Mr.  Charles  Fox, 
Before  he  came  in,  we  talked  of  his  "  Journey  to  the  Weflrern  Iflands,"  and 
of  his  coming  away,  "  willing  to  believe  the  fecond  fight  *,^'  which  feemed  to 
excite  fome  ridicule.  I  was  then  fo  imprefled  with  the  truth  of  many  of  the 
ftories  of  it  which  I  had  been  told,  that  I  avowed  my  convidtion,  faying, 
"  He  is  only  willing  to  believe,  I  do  believe.  The  evidence  is  enough  for 
me,  though  not  for  his  great  mind.  What  will  not  fill  a  quart  bottle  will 
fill  a  pint  bottle.  I  am  filled  with  belief."  "  Are  you  ?  (faid  Coknan,)  then 
cork  it  up." 

I  found  his  ^'  Journey"  the  common  topick  of  converfation  in  London  at 
this  time,  wherever  I  happened  to  be.  At  one  of  Lord  Mansfield's  formal 
Sunday  evening  converfations,  ftrangely  called  Levees,  his  Lordfhip  addrefled 
me,  «  We  have  all  been  reading  your  travels,  Mr.  Bofwell."  I  anfwered, 
I  was  but  the  humble  attendant  of  Dr.  Johnfon."  The  Chief  Juftice 
replied,  with  that  air  and  manner  which  none,  who  ever  faw  and  heard  him, . 
can  forget,  "He  fpeaks  ill  of  nobody  but  Offian." 

*  Johnfon 's  «•  Journey  to  the  Wcllem  Iflands  of  Scotland,'"  edit.  1785,  p.  256. 

Johnfon 
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177  J.  Johnfon  was  in  high  Ipirits  this  evening  at  the  club,  and  talked  with  greaf 
]^^j[~^^[  animation  and  fuccefs.  He  attacked  Swift,  as  he  ufed  to  do  upon  all  occafions. 
*'  The  Tale  of  a  Tub*  is  fo  much  fuperiour  to  his  other  writings,  that  one 
can  hardly  believe  he  was  the  authour  of  it.  There  is  in  it  fuch  a  vigour  of 
mind,  fuch  a  fwarm  of  thoughts,  fo  much  of  nature,  and  art,  and  life."  I 
wondered  to  hear  him  fay  of  "  Gulliver's  Travels,"  "  When  once  you  have 
thought  of  big  men  and  litde  men,  it  is  very  eafy  to  do  all  the  reft/'  I 
endeavoured  to  make  a  ftand  for  Swift,  and  tried  to  roufe  thofe  who  were 
much  more  able  to  defend  him  j  but  in  vain.  Johnfon  at  laft  of  his  own 
accord  allowed  very  great  merit  to  the  inventory  of  articles  found  in  the  pockets 
of  the  Man  Mountain,  particularly  the  defcription  of  his  watch,  which  it  was 
conjedured  was  his  God,  as  he  confulted  it  upon  all  occafions.  He  obferved, 
that  "  Swift  put  his  name  to  but  two  things,  (after  he  had  a  name  to  put,) 
*  The  Plan  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Englifti  Language,'  and  the  laft. 
«  Drapier's  Letter." 

From  Swift,  there  was  an  eafy  tranfition  to  Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan.—^ 
Johnson.  ^*  Sheridan  is  a  wonderful  admirer  of  the  tragedy  of  Douglas,  and 
prefented  its  authour  with  a  gold  niedal.  Some  years  ago,  at  a  cofFee-houfe 
in  Oxford,  I  called  to  him,  *  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Sheridan,  how  came  you  to 
give  a  gold  medal  to  Home,  for  writing  that  foolifh  play  ?'  .  This,  you  fee, 
was  wanton  and  infolent ;  but  I  tneanf  to  be  wanton  and  infolent.  A  medal 
has  no  value  but  as  a  ftamp  of  merit.  And  was  Sheridan  to  afliime  to  himfelf 
the  right  of  giving  that  ftamp  ?  If  Sheridan  was  magnificent  enough  to 
beftow  a  gold  medal  as  an  honorary  reward  of  dram^tick  excellence,  he  fhould 
have  requefted  one  of  the  Univerfities  to  choofe  the  perlbn  on  whom  it  fhould 
be  conferred.  Sheridan  had  no  right  to  give  a  ftamp  of  merit :  it  was  coun- 
terfeiting Apollo's  coin." 

On  Monday,  March  27,  I  breakfafted  with  him  at  Mr.  Strahan's.  He 
told  us,  that  he  was  engaged  to  go  that  evening  to  Mrs.  Abington's  benefit. 
"  She  was  vifiting  fome  ladies  whom  I  was  vifiting,  and  begged  that  I  would 
come  to  her  benefit.  I  told  her  I  could  not  hear :  but  Ihe  infifted  fo  much 
on  my  coming,  that  it  would  have  been  brutal  to  have  refufed  her."  This 
was  a  fpcech  quite  charadterifti^al.  He  loved  to  bring  forward  his  having 
been  in  the  gay  circles  of  life ;  and  he  was,  perhaps,  a  littte  vain  of  the 
felicitations  of  this  elegant  and  falhionable  aftrefs.  He  told  us,  the  play  was 
to  be  "  The  Hypocrite,"  altered  from  Gibber's  "  Nonjuror,"  fo  as  to  fatyrizc 
the  Methodifts.  ^  I  do  not  think  (faid  he,)  the  charafter  of  die  Hypocrite 
juftly  applicable  to  the  Methodifts  i  but  it  was  very  applicable  to  the  Nonjurors. 

I  once 
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I  once  faid  to  Dr.  Madan,  a  clergyman  of  Ireland,  who  was  a  great  Whig, 
that  perhaps  a  Nonjuror  would  have  been  lefs  criminal  in  taking  the  oaths 
impofed  by  the  ruling  power,  than  refilling  them  s  becaufe  refiifing  them,  necef- 
larily  laid  him  under  aknoft  an  irrcfiftibk  temptation  to  be  more  criminal ; 
for,  a  man  muft  live,  and  if  he  precludes  himfelf  from  the  fupport  fiirnilhed 
by  the  eftablifhment,  will  probably  be  reduced  to  very  wicked  fhifts  to  main- 
tain himfelf*/'  BoswELL.  **  I  fliould  think.  Sir,  that  a  man  who  took  the 
oaths  contrary  to  his.  principles,  was  a  determined  wicked  man,  becaufe  he 
was  fure  he  was  committing  perjury :  whereas  a  Nonjuror  might  be  infenfibly 
led  to  do  what  was  wrong,  without  being  fo  diredtly  confcious  of  it." 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  a  man  who  goes  to  bed  to  his  patron's  wife  is  pretty 
lure  that  he  is  committing  wickcdnefs."  Boswell.  "  Did  the  nonjuring  clergy- 
men do  fo.  Sir  ?     Johnson.  "  I  am  afraid  many  of  them  did.** 

I  was  flarded  at  his  argument,  and  could  by  no  means  think  it  convincing. 
Had  not  his  own  father  complied  with  the  requifition  of  government,  (as  to 
which  he  once  obferved  to  me,  when  I  preffed  him  upon  it,  "  Thtu^  Sir,  he 
was  to  fettle  with  himfelf,**)  he  would  probably  have  thought  more  un£tvour- 
ably  of  a  Jacobite  who  took  the  oadis : 

"  ■  had  he  not  refembled 

*'  My  father  as  htjwore  — — — " 

■  This  was  not  merely  a  curfory  remark }  for  in  his  Life  of  Fenton  he  obfervet,  **  With  muxf 
other  wife  and  virtuous  men,  who  at  that  time  of  difcord  and  debate  [about  the  beginning  of 
chis  century,]  confultcd  tonfcience  well  or  ill  informed,  more  than  intereft,  he  doubted  the 
legality  of  the  government ;  and  refufing  to  qualify  himfelf  for  publick  emf^oyment,  by  taking  the 
oaths  required,  left  the  Univcrfity  without  a  degree."  This  conduct^  Johnfon  calls  '*  perrerfe* 
neis  of  integrity." 

The  queftion  concerning  the  morality  of  taking  oaths,  of  whatever  kind,  impofed  by  the  prevail- 
ing power  at  the  time,  rather  than  to  be  excluded  from  all  confequence,  or  even  any  confidecable 
ufefulnefs  in  fociety,  has  been  agitated  with  all  the  acutenefs  of  cafuidry.  It  is  related,  that  he 
who  devifed  the  oath  of  abjuration,  profligately  boafted,  that  he  had  framed  a  teft  which  (hould 
damn  one  half  of  the  nation,  and  ftarve  the  other*  Upon  minds  not  exalted  to  inflexible  reditude, 
or  minds  in  which  zeal  for  a  party  is  predominant  to  excefs,  taking  that  oath  againft  convidHon, 
may  have  been  palliated  under  the  plea  of  neceflity*  or  ventured  upon  in  heat,  as  upon  the  whole 
producing  more  good  than  evih 

At  a  county  eledion  in  Scotland,  many  years  ago,  when  there  was  a  warm  conteft  between 
the  friends  of  the  Hanoverian  fucceffion  and  thofe  againft  it,  the  oath  of  abjuration  having  been 
demanded,  the  freeholders  upon  one  fide  rofe  to  go  away.  Upon  which  a  very  fanguine  gentleman, 
one  of  their  number,  ran  to  the  door  to  ftop  them,  calling  out  with  much  earncftnefs,  ^  Stay. 
^y^  my  friends^  and  let  us  fwear  the  loguet  out  of  it!" 

Mr. 
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177^.  Mr.  Strahan  talked  of  launching  into  the  great  ocean  of  London,  in  order 
*M  66  ^^  ^^^^  ^  chance  for  rifing  to  eminence,  and  obferving  that  many  men  were 
kept  back  from  trying  their  fortune  there,  becaufe  they  were  born  to  a  com- 
petency, faid,  "  Small  certainties  are  the  bane  of  men  of  talents  :'*  which 
Johnfon  confirmed.  Mr.  Strahan  put  Johnfon  in  mind  of  a  remark  which 
he  had  made  to  him ;  "  There  are  few  ways  in  which  a  man  can  be  more 
innocently  employed  than  in  getting  money/'  "  The  more  one  thinks  of  this, 
(faid  Strahan,)  the  jufter  it  will  appear." 

Mr.  Strahan  had  taken  a  poor  boy  from  the  country  as  an  apprentice,  upon 
Johnfon*s  recommendation.  Johnfon  having  inquired  after  him,  faid,  "Mr. 
Strahan,  let  me  have  five  guineas  on  account,  and  I'll  give  thia  boy  one. 
Nay,  if  a  man  recommends  a  boy,  and  does  nothing  for  him,  it  is  fad  work. 
Call  him  down." 

I  followed  him  into  the  court-yard,  behind  Mr.  Strahan's  houfe ;  and  there 
I  had  a  proof  of  what  I  had  heard  him  profefs,  that  he  talked  alike  to  all. 
"  Some  people  (faid  he,)  tell  you  that  they  let  themfelres  down  to  the 
capacity  of  their  hearers.  I  never  do  that.  I  fpeak  uniformly,  in  as  intelli- 
gible a  manner  as  I  can." 

*^  Well,  my  boy,  how  do  you  go  on  ?" — "  Pretty  well.  Sir ;  but  they  are 
afraid  1  an't  ftrong  enough  for  fome  parts  of  the  bufmefs."  Johnson.  "  Why 
I  fhall  be  forry  for  it  j  for  when  you  confider  with  how  little  mental  power  and 
corporeal  labour  a  printer  can  get  a  guinea  a  week,  it  is  a  very  defu-able  occu- 
pation for  you.  Do  you  hear,— take  all  the  pains  you  can ;  and  if  this  does 
not  do,  we  muft  think  of  fome  other  way  of  life  for  you.    There's  a  guinea/* 

Here  was  one  of  the  many,  many  inftances  of  his  adive  benevolence*  At 
the  fanrie  time,  the  flow  and  fonorous  folemnity  with  which,  while  he  bent 
himfelf  down,  he  addrefled  a  little  thick  fhort-legged  boy,  contrafted  with  the 
boy's  aukwardnefs  and  awe,  could  not  but  excite  fome  ludicrous  emotions. 

I  met  him  at  Drury-lane  playhoufe  in  the  evening.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds, 
at  Mrs.  Abington's  requeft,  had  promifed  to  bring  a  body  of  wits  to  her 
benefit  i  and  having  fecured  forty  places  in  the  front  boxes,  had  done  me  the 
honour  to  put  me  in  the  groupe.  Johnfon  fat  on  the  feat  direftly  behind  me ; 
and  as  he  could  neither  fee  nor  hear  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  ftage,  he 
was  wrapped  up  in  grave  abftraftion,  and  feemed  quite  a  cloud,  amidft  all 
the  funfliine  of  glitter  and  gaiety.  I  wondered  at  his  patience  in  fitting  out  a 
play  of  five  afts,  and  a  farce  of  two.  He  faid  very  little ;  but  after  the  pro- 
logue to  "  Bon  Ton"  had  been  fpoken,  which  he  could  hear  pretty  well  fiom 
die  more  flow  and  diftinft  utterance,  he  obferved,   «^  Dryden  has  written 
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prologues  fupcriour  to  any  that  David  Garrick  has  written ;  but  David  Garrick      '77ir- 
has  written  more  good  prologues  than  Dryden  has  done.     It  is  wonderful  that  ^^1^66. 
he  has  been  able  to  write  fuch  a  variety  of  thenn.'* 

At  Mr.  Bcauclcrk*s,  where  I  fupped,  was  Mr.  Garrick,  whom  I  made 
happy  with  Johnfon's  praife  of  his  prologues ;  and  I  fuppofe,  in  gratitude  to 
him,  he  took  up  one  of  his  favourite  topicks,  the  nationality  of  the  Scotch, 
which  he  maintained  in  his  pleafant  manner,  with  the  aid  of  a  litde  poetical 
fiaion.  *^  Come,  come,  don't  deny  it :  they  are  really  national.  Why, 
now,  the  Adams  are  as  liberal-minded  men  as  any  in  the  world  :  but,  I  don't 
know  how  it  is,  all  their  workmen  are  Scotch.  You  are,  to  be  fure,  wonder- 
fully free  from  that  nationality ;  but  fo  it  happens,  that  you  employ  the  only 
Scotch  fhoe-black  in  London."  He  imitated  the  manner  of  his  old  mafter 
with  ludicrous  exaggeration ;  repeating,  with  paufes  and  half  whiftiings 
inteijefted, 

"  Os  bomini/ublime  dedity^'^calumque  tueri-^ 
"  Tnl/ih — ^  ereSos  ad  fidera^^tolUre  vultus."* 

Ipoking  downwards  all  the  time,  and,  while  pronouncing  the  four  laft  words, 
abfblutely  touching  the  ground  with  a  kind  of  contorted  gefticulation. 

Garrick,  however^  when  he  pleafed,  couki  imitate  Johnfon  very  cxa£tly ; 
for  that  great  aftor,  with  his  diftinguiihed  powers  of  expreflion  which  were  fo 
univcrially  admired,  poflefled  alfo  an  admirable  talent  of  mimickry.  He  was 
always  jealous  that  Johnfon  ipoke  lightly  of  him.  I  recoUedt  his  exhibiting 
him  to  mc  one  day,  as  if  faying  "  Davy  is  futile,'*  wJhich  he  uttered  perfedtly 
with  the  tone  and  air  of  Johnfon. 

I  cannot  too  frequendy  requeft  of  my  readers  while  they  perufe  my  account 
of  Johnfon's  converfation,  to  endeavour  to  keep  in  mind  his  deliberate  and 
ibong  utterance.  His  mode  of  ipeaking  was  indeed  very  impreflive*;  and 
I  wifh  it  could  be  preferved  as  mufick  is  written,  according  to  the  veiy 

^  My  noble  friend  Lord  Pembroke  {aid  once  to  me  at  Wilton,  with  a  happy  plcafantry  and  Tome 
troth,  that  **  Dr.  Johnfon's  fayings  wonld  not  appear  fo  extraordinary,  were  it  not  for  his  ^vi- 
wow  way.**  The  fapngs  themfelves  are  generally  of  fterling  merit ;  but,  doiibtlefs,  his  manner 
was  an  addition  to  their  effe^,  and  therefore  Ihould  be  attended  to  as  mnch  as  may  be.  It  is 
neceflary,  however,  to  guard  thofe  who  were  not  acquainted  with  him,  againft  overcharged  imita. 
lions  or  caricatures  of  his  manner,  which  are  frequently  attempted,  and  many  of  whichaie  fecond- 
hand  copies  from  the  late  Mr.  Henderfon  the  aAor,  who,  though  a  f;ood  mimick  of  fome 
peifonsj  did  not  repitfcnt  Johnfon  corieAly. 

O  o  o  ingenious 
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ingenious  method  of  Mr.  Steele  ^  who  has  fliewn  how  the  recitation-  of 
Mr.  Garrick,  and  other  eminent  fpeakcrs,  might  be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity 
in  /core. 

Next  day  I  dined  with  Johnfon  at  Mr.  Thrale*s.  He  attacked  Gray,  call- 
ing him  "  a  dull  fellow."  Boswell.  '^  I  underftand  he  was  rcfcrvcd,  and 
might  appear  dull  in  company ;  but  furely  he  was  not  dull  in  poetry.** 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  was  dull  in  company,  dull  in  his  dofct,  dull  every 
where.  He  was  dull  in  a  new  ws^r,  and  that  made  many  pec^  think  him 
GREAT.  He  was  a  mechanical  poet."  He  then  repeated  fcme  ludicrous 
lines,  which  have  cfcapcd  my  memory,  and  faid,  *'  Is  not  that  great,  like 
his  Odes?"  Mrs.  Thrale  maintained  that  his  Odes  were  mobdious^  upoa 
which  he  exclaimed, 

"  Weave  the  warp>  and  weave  the  woof  i"--^ 

I  added,  in  a  folemn  tone, 

"  The  winding-fheet  of  Edward's  race/ 

^ere  is  a  good  line." — "  Aye,  (faid  he,)  and  the  next  line  is  a  good  ones'"^ 
(pronouncing  it  contcmptuoufly) : 

*^  Give  ample  verge  and  room  enough,"—' 

^  No,  Sir,  there  are  but  two  good  ftanzas  in  Gray's  poetry,  which  arc  in  his 
*  Elegy  in  a  Country  Church-yard."     He  then  repeated  the  ftanza, 

**  For  who  to  dumb  forgetfulnefs  a  prey,"  &c. 

miftaking  one  word  j  for  inftead  of  precinffs  he  faid  cmfines^  He  added, 
**  The  other  ftanza  I  forget." 

A  young  lady  who  had  married  a  man  much  her  inferiour  in  rank  being 
mentioned,  a  queftion  arofe  how  a  woman's  relations  fliQuld  behave  to  her 
ill  fuch  a  fituation  j  and,  while  I  recapitulate  the  debate,  and  recoiled  what  has 
fince  happened,  I  cannot  but  be  ftruck  in  a  manner  that  delicacy  forbids  me 
to  exprefs.  While  I  contended  that  (he  ought  to  be  treated  with  an  inflexible 
ftcadinefs  of  difplcafure,  Mrs.  Thrale  was  all  for  mildnefs  and  forgivcnefs,  and, 

*  Sec  "  Pro/odia  Ratiottaiis ;  or,  an  Effay  towards  cftablifliing  the  Melody  and  Meafufe  of 
Speech,  to  be  cxpreflcd  and  perpetuated  by  peculiar  Symbols,*'    London,  1 779, 
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aeeifdiflg  to  the  vulgar  phrafc,  making  the  beft  of  a^bad  bargain.  JOMMSCtN.  ^77?- 
*'  Madam,  we  muft  diffiinguiih.  Were  I  a.  iTian  of  rank,  I  would  not  let  a 
daughter  ftarve  who  had  made  a  mean  marriage;  but  having  voluntarily 
degraded  herfelf  from  the  ftation  which  .fhe  was  originally  entitled  to  hold,  I 
would  fupport  her  only  m  that  which  (he  herfelf  has  chofen  j  and  would  not  put 
her  on  a  level  with -my  other  daughters.  You  ar^  to  confider.  Madam,  that 
it  is  our  duty  to  maintain  the  fubordination  of  civilifed  Ibciety ;  and  when  there 
is  a  grofs  and  fhameful  deviation  from  rank,  it  (hould  be  punifhed  lb  as  to 
deter  others  from  the  fame  perverfion." 

After  frequently  confidering  this  fubjeft,  I  am  more  and  more  confirmed 
in  yhat  I  then  meant  to  exprefs,  and  which  was  fanftioned  by  the  autho- 
rity, and  illuftrated  by  the  wifdbm,  of  Johnfonj  and  I  think  it  of  the 
utmoft  confequence  to  the  happinefs  of  Society,  to  which  fubordination  is 
abfolutely  neceflkry.  It  is  weak,  and  contemptible,  and  unworthy,  in  a  parent 
to  relax  in  fuch  a  cafe.  It  is  facrificing  general  advantage  to  private  feelings. 
And  let  it  be  confidered,  that  the  claim  of  a  daughter  who  has  afted  thus,  to 
be  reftored  to  her  former  firuation,  is  either  fantaftical  or  unjuft.  If  there  be 
no  value  in  the  diftinftion  of  rank,  what  does  fhe  fufFer  by  being  kept  in  the 
fittiation  to  which  fhe  has  defcended  ?  If  there  be  a  value  in  that  diftindlion, 
it  ought  to  be  fleadily  maintained.  If  indulgence  be  fhewn  to  fuch  condu<5t, 
and  the  offenders  know  that  in  a  longer  or  fhorter  time  they  fhall  be  received 
as  well  as  if  they  had  not  contaminated  their  blood  by  a  bafe  alliance,  the 
great  check  upon  that  inordinate  caprice  which  generally  occafions  low  mar- 
riages, will  be  removed,  and  the  fair  and  comfortable  order  of  improved  life 
will  be  miferably  diflurbed. 

Lord  Cheflerfield*s  letters  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  faid,  "  It  was  not  to 
he  wondered  at  that  they  had  fo  great  a  fale,  confidering  that  they  were  the 
letters  of  a  flatefman,  a  wit,  one  who  had  been  fo  much  in  the  mouths  of 
mankind,  one  long  accuflomed  viriim  volitare  per  ora.^* 

On  Friday,  March  31,  I  fupped  with  him  and  fome  friends- at  a  tavern. 
One  of  the  company  attempted,  with  too  much  forwardnefs,  to  rally  him  on  his 
late  appearance  at  the  theatre ;  but  had  reafon  to  repent  of  his  temerity. 
**  Why,  Sir,  did  you  go  to  Mrs.  Abington*s  benefit  ?  Did  you  fee  ?"  Johnson. 
"No,  Sir."  '«  Did  you  hear  ?'*  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir."  *^Whyxhen,  Sir, 
did  you  go  ?"  Johnson.  "  Becaule,  Sir,  fhe  is  a  favourite  of  the  publick : 
and  when  the  publick  cares  the  thoufandth  part  for  you  that  it  does  for  her, 
I  will  go  to  your  benefit  too/* 

O  QQ  %  Next 
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Next  morning  I  won  a  fmall  bett  from  Lady  Diana  Beaucldfk,  by  afking 
him  as  to.  one  of  his  particularities,  which  her  Ladyfliip  laid  I  durft  not  do* 
It  feems  he  had  been  frequendy  obferved  at  the  club  to  put  into  his  pocket 
die  Seville  oranges,  after  he  had  fqueezed  the  juice  of  them  into  the  drink 
which  he  made  for  himfelf.  Beauclerk  and  Garriek  talked  of  it  to  me,  and 
fcemed  to  think  that  he  had  a  ftrange  unwillingnefs  to  be  difcovered.  We 
could  not  divine  what  he  did  with  them  j  and  this  was  the  bold  queftion  to 
be  put.  I  faw  on  his  table  the  fpoils  of  the  preceding  night,  fome  frefh  peels 
nicely  fcraped  and  cut  into  pieces.  "  O,  Sir,  (faid  I,)  I  how  partly  fee  what 
you  do  with  the  fqueezed  oranges  which  you  put  into  your  pocket  at  the  club." 
Johnson.  *'  I  have  a  great  love  for  them."  Boswell*  "  And  pray.  Sir,  what 
do  you  do  with  them  ?  You  fcrape  them,,  it  feems,  very  neady,  and  what 
next  ?"  Johnson.  "  I  let  them  dry,.  Sir."  Boswell*.  "  And  what  next?" 
**  Johnson.  ^'  Nay,  Sir,  you  fliall  know  their  fate  no  further."  Boswell. 
<^  Then  the  world  muft  be  left  in  the  dark..  It  mull  be  faid,  (afHiming  a 
mock  folemnity,)  he  fcraped  them>  and  let  them  dry,  but  what  he  did  with 
them  next,  he  never  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  tell."  Johnson.  "  Nayi 
Sir,  you  fhould  lay  it  more  emphadcally :— he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon,^ 
even  by  his  dearcft  friends,  to  tell." 

He  had  this  morning  received  his  Diploma  as  Do61:or  of  Laws  from  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford.  He  did  not  vaunt  of  his  new  dignity,  but  I  underftood 
he  was  highly  pleafed  with  it.  I  Ihall  here  infert  the  progrefs  and  compledoa 
of  that  high  academical  honour,  in  the  fame  manner  as  I  have  traced  hisi 
obtaining  that. of  Matter  of  Arts. 

To  the  Reverend  Dr:  Fothehgill,  Vtce-ChanceUor  of  the  Univerfity  ^Oxford,. 
to  be  communicated  to  the  Heads  of  HoufeSy  andpropofed  in  Convocation. 

«  Mr.  Vice-chancellor  and  Gendcmen^ 

"THE  honour  of  the  degree  of  M;  A.  by  diploma,  formerly  con- 
ferred upon  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson^  in  confequence  of  his  having  eminendy 
diftinguiftied  himfelf  by  the  publication  of  a  feries  of  eflays,  excellently  calcu- 
lated to  form  the  manners  of  the  people,  and  in  which  the  caufe  of  religioa 
and  morality  has  been  maintained  and  recommended  by  the  ftrongeft  powers 
of  argument  and  elegance  of  language,,  rcflefted  an  equal  degree  of  lufbc 
upon  the  Univerfity  itfclf. 
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*^  The  many  learned  labours  which  have  fince  that  time  employed  the 
attention  and  difplayed  the  abilities  of  that  great  man,  (a  much  to  the  advance- 
ment of  literature  and  the  benefit  of  the  community,  render  him  worthy  of 
more  diftinguilhed  honours  in  the  republick  of  letters :  and  I  pcrfuade  myfelfi 
that  I  Ihall  aft  agreeably  to  the  fentiments  of  the  whole  Univeriity,  in  defiring 
that  it  may  be  propofed  in  Convocation  to  confer  on  him  the  degree  of  Doftor 
in  Civil  Law  by  diploma,  to  which  I  readily  give  my  confcnt ;  and  am, 
"  Mr.  Vice-Chancellor  and  Gendemen, 

"  Your  affeftionate.  friend  and  fervant, 

**  Downing-ftrcct,  *^  N  0  R  T  H  *.'* 

March  2 J,  I7.7£.'* 

Dipl^oma; 

«*  CANCELLARIUSy  Magiftri,  et  Scbolares  Unroerfitatis  Oxonienfisy  omihus- 
ad  quos  pr Rentes  Liter  a  fervenerinty  Sdutem  in  'Domino  Sempitemam. 

''  S^Qi AT iSyVirum  iUuftremy  Samuelbm  Johnson,   in  cmni  bumani^ 

crum  literarum  genere  eruditumj  mnniumque  Jcmtiarum  comprebenjume  feticiffimum^ . 

Jcriptis  Juts  J  ai  popularium  mores  formandos  fummd  verborum  elegantid  ac  Jenten-- 

tiarum  gravitate  compofitisy  ita  olim  inclaruijfey  ut  dignus  videretur  cm  ab  AcademiS 

JuA  eximia  qua  dam  laudis  pramia  defer entur^   quique  venerabilem- Mapfirorunp 

Ordinem  fummd  cum  dignitate  cooptaretur: 

*'  Ciim  verb  eundem  clariffimum  virum  tot  pofteh  tantique  labores^   in  patriS 
prafertim  lingud  omandd  et  ftabiliendd  f elicit er  impenji^  ita  infigniverinty   ut  irt 
Literarum  Republicd  Princess  jam  et  Vktmakivs  jure  babeatur;  Nos  Cancbl- 
LARius,  Magifhri  et  Scbolares  Univerfttatis  OxomenfiSy  que  talis  vifi  merita  pari 
honoris  remuneratione  exaquentury   et  perpetuum  Jute  fimul  laudiSy  nofiraque  ergcc 
lit  eras  propenjtfftm^e  voluntatis  extet  monumentumy  injolenni  Convocatione  Do£lorum 
et  Magiflrorum  regentium  et  non  regentiumy  pradiSum   Samuelem  Johnson 
'DoStorem  in  Jure  Civili  renunciavimus  et  conjlituimusy  eumque  virtute  prajentis 
Diphmatis  fingulis  juribusy  prrvilegiis  et  bonoribusy   ad  ijium  gradum  qu^ui- 
pertinentibusy  frui  et  gaudere  juffimus.     In  ciyus  rei  tejiimonium  commune  Univerji^ 
tatis  Oxonienfis  Jtgillum  pr^ejentibus  apponi  Jecimus. 

**  Datum  in  Domo  nofhra  Convocationis  die  tricejimo  menfis  Martiiy  Arm^ 
Domini  MiUeJmoy  JeptingenteJimOy  Jeptuagejtmo  quinto  ^/* 

.•  Extrafted  from  the  Convocation  Regifter,  Oxford. 
^  The  original  is  in  my  po&Son. 
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"  Viro  reverendo  Thoum  Fothbrgill,  S.t.P.  UniverJitMis  Oxome^ 

yice-Cancellario^ 

'\  S.  P.  D. 
'*  Sam.  Johnson. 

"  MULT  IS  non  eflopusj  ut  tejiimonium  quo,  tepr^efide,  Oxenienfes  nomefi 
meumpofteris  commenddrunty  quali  animo  acceperim  compertum  faciam.  Nemo  fibi 
flacens  non  latatur ;  nemo  fibi  non  placet,  qui  vobis,  literarum  arbitrisy  phcere 
potuit.  Hoc  tamen  habet  incommodi  tantum  beneficium,  quod  mibi  nunquam  fojlhcic 
fine  veftra  famae  detrimento  vel  labi  liceat  vel  cejfare ;  Jemperque  fit  iimendum^  n£ 
quod  mibi  tarn  eximia  laudi  eft,  vobis  aliquandofiat  opprobrio.    Vale  *." 

••  7.  Id.  Aftr.  1775.:' 

He  rcvifed  fome  (hects  of  Lord  Hailcs's  "  Annals  of  Scodarid/*  and  wrote 
a  few  notes  on  the  margin  with  red  ink,  which  he  bade  me  tell  his  Lordfliip 
did  not  fink  into  the  paper,  and  .might  be  wiped  off  with  a  wet  fponge,  i<^ 
that  he  did  not  ipoil  his  manufcript.  I  told  him  there  were  very  few  df  hii 
friends  fo  accurate  as  that  I  could  venture  to  put  down  in  writing  what  they 
told  me  as  his  fayings.  Johnson.  "  Why  Ihouid  you  write  down  *y  lay- 
ings ?'*  BoswELL.  "  I  write  them  when  they  are  good.'*  Johnson.  *^  Nay^ 
you  may  as  weH  write  down  the  fayings  of  any  one  elfe  that  are  good." 
But  where,  I  might  with  great  propriety  have  added,  can  I  find  fuch  ? 

I  vifited  him  by  appointment  in  the  evening,  and' we  drank  tea  with  Mrs* 
Williams.  He  told  me  that  he  had  been  in  the  company  of  a  gendeman 
whofe  extraordinary  travels  had  been  much  the  fubjedt  of  converfarion.  But 
I  found  that  he  had  not  liftened  to  him  with  that  full  confidence,  without  which 
there  is  litde  farisfadtion  in  the  fociety  of  travellers.  I  was  curious  to  hear 
what  opinion  fo  able  a  judge  as  Johnfon  had  formed  of  his  abilities,  and  I 
aflced  if  he  was  not  a  man  of  fenfe.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  he  is  not  a  dif- 
tin£t  relater;  and  I  Ihouid  fay,  he  is  neither  abounding  nor  deficient  in  fenfe. 
I  did  not  perceive  any  fuperiority  of  underftanding."  Bosweil.  "  But  will 
you  not  allow  him  a  noblenefs  of  refolution,  in  penetrating  into  diftant  regions?" 

•  "  The  original  is  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Fothcrgill^  then  Vice-chancellor,  who  made  this 
iranfcript. 

^'  T.  War  TON." 

Johnson. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

Johnson.  *'  That,  Sir,  is  not  to  the  prefent  purpofe :  we  arc  talking  of  his 
fcnfe.     A  fighting  cock  has  a  noblenefs  of  refolution." 

Next  day,  Sunday,  Apiii  2,  1  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Hoolc's.  We  talked 
of  Pope.  Johnson.  "  He  wrote  his  *  Dunciad '  for  fame.  That  was  his  pi  imary 
motive.  Had  it  not  been  for  that,  the  dunces  might  have  railed  againft  him 
till  they  were  weary,  without  his  troubling  himfelf  about  them.  He  delighted 
to  vex  them,  no  doubts  but  he  had  rnoie  delight  in  feeing  how  well  he  could 
vex  them." 

The  "  Odes  to  Obfcurity  and  Oblivion,"  in  ridicule  of  "  cool  Mafon  and 
warm  Gray,"  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  faid,  "  They  are  Colman's  beft 
things."  Upon  its  being  obferved  that  it  was  believed  thefe  Odes  were  made 
by  Colman  and  Lloyd  jointly ;— Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  how  can  two  people 
make  an  Ode?  Perhaps  one  made  one  of  them,  and  one  the  other."  I 
obferved  that  two  people  had  made  a  play,  and  quoted  the  anecdote  of  Beau«- 
mont  and  Fletcher,  who  were  brought  under  fufpicion  of  trcafon,  becaufe 
while  concerting  the  plan  of  a  tragedy  when  fitting  together  at  a  tavern,  one 
of  them  was  overheard  faying  to  the  other,  *  Til  kill  the  King.'  Johnson. 
**  The  firft  of  thefe  Odes  is  the  beft :  but  they  are  both  good.  They  expoied 
a  very  bad  kind  of  writing."  Boswell.  "  Surely,  Sir,  Mr.  Mafon's  "  Elfrida" 
is  a  fine  poem :  at  leaft  you  will  allow  there  are  fome  good  paffages  in  it." 
JoHNsott.  *^  There  are  now  and  tlien  fome  good  imitations  of  Milton  s  bad. 
manner." 

I  often  wondered  at  his  low  eftimation  of  the  writings  of  Gray  and  Mafon. 
Of  Gray's  poetry  I  have,  in  a  former  part  of  this  wopki  exprefled  my  high 
opinion ;  and  for  that  of  Mr.  Mafon  I  have  ever  entertained  a  warm  admi- 
ration. His  "  Elfrida"  is  exquifite,  both  in  poetical  defcription  and  moral 
fentiment  i  and  his  **  Caraftacus  "  is  a  noble  drama.  Nor  can  I  omit  paying 
my  tribute  of  praile  to  fome  of  his  fmaller  poems  which  I  have  read  with 
pleafure,  ^d  which  no  criticifm  (hall  perfuade  me  not  to  like. .  If  I  won- 
dered at  Johnfon's  not  tafting  the  works  of  Mafon  and  Gray,  ftill  more  have 
I  wondered  at  their  not  taiting\his  works  -,  that  they  (hould  be  infonfibk  to  his 
energy  of  diftion,  to  his  fplendour  of  images,  and  comprehenfion  of  thought, 
Taftes  may  differ  as  to  the  violin,  the  flute, .  the  hautboy,  in  Ihort,  all  the 
kflfer  inftruments :  but  who  can  be  infenfible  to  the  powerful  impreffions  of 
the  majcftick  organ  ? 

His  "  Taxation  no  Tyranny"  being  memioned,  he  laid,  **  I  think  I  have 
not  been  attacked  enough  for  it.    Attack  is  the  re-adioo.    I. never  think  I 

^  have 
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have  hit  hard,  unlefs  it  rebounds."  Boswell.  "  I  don't  know.  Sir,  what  yoif 
would  be  at.  Five  or  fix  (hots  of  fmall  arms  in  every  newlpaper,  and  repeated 
cannorfading  in  pamphlets,  might,  I  think  fatisfy  you.  But,  Sir,  you'll  never 
make  out  this  match,  of  which  we  have  talked,  with  a  certain  political  lady, 
fince  you  are  fo  fevere  againft  her  principles.'*  Johnson.  *^  Nay,  Sir,  I  have- 
the  better  chance  for  that.  She  is  like  the  Amazons  of  old;  flie  muft  be 
courted  by  the  fword.  But  I  have  not  been  fevere  upon  her."  Bos  well* 
**  Yes,  Sir,  you  have  made  her  ridiculous."  Johnson.  "  That  was  already 
done.  Sir.  To  endeavour  to  make  her  ridiculous,  is  like  blacking  the 
chimney." 

I  put  him  in  mind  that  the  landlord  at  Ellon  in  Scotland  faid,  that  he 
heard  he  was  the  greateft  man  in  England, — ^ncxt  to  Lord  Mansfield.  /^  Aye, 
Sir,  (faid  he,)  the  exception  defined  the  idea.  A  Scotchman  could  go  no 
farther : 

^^  The  force  of  Nature  could  no  farther  go." 

Lady  Miller's  coUeftion  of  verfes  by  fefhionable  people,  which  were  put 
-into  her  Vafe  at  Batheafton  villa,  near  Bath,  in  competition  for  honorary 
prizes,  being  mentioned,  he  held  them  very  cheap :  *^  Bout^  rimes  (laid  he,) 
is  a  mere  conceit,  and  an  old  conctit  now ;  I  wonder  how  people  were  per- 
fuaded  to  write  in  that  manner  for  this  lady."  I  named  a  gentleman  of  his 
acquaintance,  who  wrote  for  the  Vafe.  Johnson.  **  He  was  a  blockhead  for 
his  pains."  Boswell.  "  The  Duchefs  of  Northumberland  wrote."  Johnson* 
"  Sir,  the  Duchefs  of  Northumberland  may  do  what  Ihe  pleafes :  nobody 
will  iay  any  thing  to  a  lady  of  her  high  rank.  But  I  fhould  be  apt  to  throw 
««««*«'3  verfes  in  his  face." 

I  talked  of  the  cheerfiiinds  of  Flcet-ftreet,  owing  to  the  conftant  quick 
fucceflion  of  people  which  we  perceive  paffmg  through  it.  Johnson.  "  Why, 
Sir,  Fleet-ftreet  has  a  very  animated  appearance ;  but  I  think  the  fiiU  tide  of 
human  exiftence  is  at  Charing-crofe." 

He  made  the  common  remark  on  the  unhappinefs  which  men  who  have 
led  a  bufy  life  experience,  when  they  retire  in  expedation  of  enjoying  thcm- 
felves  at  eafe,  and  that  they  generally  languifh  for  want  of  their  habitud 
joccupation,  and  wifh  to  return  to  it.  He  mentioned  as  ftrong  an  inftance  of 
this  as  can  well  be  imagined.  '*  An  eminent  tallow-chandler  in  London,  who 
had  acquired  a  confiderable  fortune,  gave  up  the  trade  in  fkvour  of  his  foreman^ 
and  went  to  live  at  a  country-houfe  near  town.  He  foon  grew  weary,  and 
4paid  frequent  vifits  to  his  old  fliop,  where  he  dcfired  they  might  let  him  know 
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*lieir  tnehing-Jays^  and  he  would  come  and  aflift  diem ;  which  he  accordingly 
•did.  Here,  Sir,  was  a  man,  to  whom  the  moft  difgufting  circumftance  in 
the  bufinefs  to  which  he  had  been  ufed,  was  a  relief  from  idlenefs." 

On  Wednefiiay,  April  5,  I  dined  with  him  at  Meflieurs  Dillys,  with  Mn 
John  Scott  of  Amwell,  the  Quaker,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Miller,  (now  Sir  John,) 
and  Dr.  Thomas  GampbcU,  an  Irifli  clergyman,  whom  I  took  the  liberty  of 
inviting  to  Meflieurs  Dillys'  table,  having  fctfn  him  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  and  been 
told  diat  he  had  come  to  England  chiefly  widi  a  view  to  fee  Dr.  Johnfon,  for 
whom  he  entertained  the  highefl:  veneration.  He  has  fince  publiflied  "  A 
philofophical  Survey  of  the  South  of  Ireland,'*  a  very  entertaining  book, 
which  has,  however,  one  fault  i— that  it  afl^imcs  die  fiftitious  charafter  of  an 
Englifliman. 

Wc  talked  of  publick  (peaking.— Johuson.  **  We  fnuft  not  eftimate  a 
man's  powers  by  his  being  able  or  not  able  to  deliver  his  fenriments  in  publick. 
Ilaac  Hawkins  Browne,  one  of  the  firft  wits  of  this  country,  got  into  parliament, 
and  never  opened  his  mouth.  For  my  own  part,  I  think  it  is  more  difgraceful 
never  to  try  to  (peak,  than  to  try  it  and  fail ;  as  it  is  more  difgraceful  not  to 
fight,  than  to  fight  and  be  beaten."  This  argument  appeared  to  me  fallacious ; 
for  if  a  man  has  not  ipoken^  it  may  be  faid  that  he  would  have  done  very 
weH  if  he  had  tried;  whereas,  if  he  has  tried  and  failed,  there  is  nothing  to 
be  faid  for  him.  *^  Why  then,  (I  afked,)  is  it  thought  difgraceful  for  a  man 
not  to  fight,  and  not  difgraceful  not  to  fpeak  in  publick  ?"  Johnson.  ^^  Becaufe 
there  may  be  other  reafons  for  a  man's  not  fpeaking  in  publick  than  want  of 
refolution:  he  may  have  nothing  to  fay,  (laughing).  Whereas,  Sir,  you 
know  courage  is  reckoned  the  greateft  of  all  virtues  j  becaufe,  unlefs  a  man 
has  that  virtue,  he  has  no  fecurity  for  prefcrving  any  other." 

He  obferved,  that  « the  flatutes  againft  bribery  were  intended  to  prevent 
upftarts  with  money  from  getting  into  parliament  i"  adding,  that  *'  if  he  were  a 
gentleman  of  landed  property,  he  would  turn  out  all  his  tenants  who  did  not 
vote  for  the  candidate  whom  he  fupported."  Langton.  "  Would  not  that. 
Sir,  be  checking  the  freedom  of  eleftion  ?"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  the  law  does  not 
mean  that  the  privilege  of  voting  ftiould  be  independent  of  old  family  interefl:; 
of  the  permanent  property  of  the  country." 

On  ThurlHay,  April  6,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Thomas  Davies's,  with 
Mr.  Hicky  the  painter,  ajnd  my  old  acquaintance  Mr.  Moody  the  player. 

Dr.  Johnfon,  as  ufi»l,  fpokc  contemptuoufly  of  CoUey  Gibber.  "  It  is  won- 
derful that  a  man,  who  for  forty  years  had  lived  with  the  great  and  the  witty, 
feould  have  acquired  fo  ill  the  talents  of  convcrfation :  and  he  had  but  half  to 
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fornilh ;  for  one  half  of  what  he  laid  was  oaths."  He,  however,  allowed 
eonfiderable  merit  to  fome  of  his  comedies,  and  faid  there  was  no  reafon  to 
believe  that  **  The  Carelefs  Hufband"  was  not  written  by  himfelf.  Davics 
faid,  he  was  the  firft  draniatick  writer  who  introduced  genteel  ladies  upon  the 
ftagc-  Johnfon  refuted  this  obfervation  by  inftancing  fcveral  fuch  characters 
in  comedies  before  his  time.  D  avies,  (trying  to  defend  himfelf  from  a  charge 
of  ignorance,)  "  1  nieari  genteel  moral  charafters."  "  I  think  (faid  Hicky,) 
gentility  and  morality  are  infeparahle.**  Boswell.  "  By  no  means.  Sir.  The 
genteeleft  characters  are  often  the  moft  imntoral.  Docs  not  Lord  Chefterfield 
give  precepts  for  uniting  wickednefs  and  the  graces  ?  A  man,  mdeed,  is  not 
genteel  when  he  gets  drunk ;  but  moft  vices  may  be  committed  very  gcntcely : 
a  man  may  debauch  his  friend's  wife  genteely :  he  may  cheat  at  cards  genteely.*' 
HiCKY.  *•  I  do  not  think  that  is  genteeL"  Boswell.  "  Sir,  it  may  not  be  like  a 
gentleman^  but  it  may  be  genteel."  Johnson.  "  You  are  meaning  two  different 
things.  One  means  exteriour  grace ;  the  other  honour.  It  is  certain,  that  a 
man  may  be  very  immoral  with  exteriour  grace.  Lovelace,  in  *  Clarifla,*  is  a 
very  genteel  and  a  very  wicked  character.  Tom  Hervey,  who  died  t'other  day^ 
though,  a  vicious  man,  was  one  of  the  genteeleft  men  that  ever  lived."  Tom 
Davies  inftanced  Charles  the  Second.  Johnson,  (taking  fire  at  any  attack  upoa 
this  Prince,  for  whom  he  had  an  extraordinary  partiality,)  "  Charles  the  Second 
was  licentious  in  his  pradtice ;  but  he  always  had  a  reverence  for  what  was  good* 
Charles  the  Second  knew  his  people^  and  rewarded  merit.  The  Church  was 
at  no  time  better  filled  than  in  his  reign«  He  was  the  beft  King  we  have  had 
fix)m  his  time  till  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefly,  except  James  the  Second,, 
who  was  a  very  gcxxi  King,  but  unhappily  believed  that  it  was  necefiary  for 
the  falvation  of  his  fubjefts  that  they  Ihould  be  Roman  Catholicks.  He  had  the 
merit  of  endeavouring  to  do  what  he  thought  was  for  the  falvation  of  the  fouls 
wof  his  fubjefts,,  till  he  loft  a  great  empire*  Wey  who  thought  that  we  (hould 
not  be  faved  if  we  were  Roman  Catholicks,  had  the  merit  of  maintaining  our 
religion^  at  the  expence  of  fubmitting  ourfelves  to  the  government  of  King 
William,  (for  it  could  not  be  done  otherwife,) — ^to  the  government  of  one  of 
the  moft  worthlefs  fcoundrels  that  ever  exifted.    No ;  Charles  the  Second  was. 

not  fuch  a  man  as ^  (naming  another  King).    He  did  not  deftroy  his 

fadier's  wilL  He  took  money,  indeed,  frppi  Frafice :  but  he  did  not  betray  diofe 
over  whom  he  ruled ;  he  did  not  let  the  French  fleet  pals  ours.  George  the 
Firft  knew  nothing,  and  defired  to  know  nothmgi  did  ijothing,  anddefired  to 
do  nothing :  and  the  only  good  thing  that  is  told  of  him  is,  that  he  wiflied  to- 
reftorc  the  crown  to  its  hereditary  fucceffor/'  He  roared  with  prodigious. 
^  violence 
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violence  againft  Geoi^  the  Second.    When  he  ceafcd.  Moody  inteqeftcd,  in 
an  Irifh  tone,  and  with  a  comick  look,  *'  Ah !  poor  George  the  Second/* 

I  mentioned  that  Dr.  Thomas  Campbell  had  come  from  Ireland  to  luondon, 
principally  to  fee  Dr.  Johnfon.  He  fcemed  angry  at  this  obfcnration.  Davies* 
"  Why,  you  know.  Sir,  there  came  a  man  from  Spain  to  fee  Livy'j  and 
Corelli  came  to  England  to  fee  Purcell,  and,  when  he  heard  he  was  dead, 
went  direftly  back  again  to  Italy."  Johnsou*.  "  I  fhouM  not  have  wilhed  to 
be  dead  to  difappoint  Campbell,  had  he  been  fb  fooliih  as  you  reprefent  him ; 
but  I  Ihould  have  wifhed  to  have  been  a  hundred  miles  off."  This  was 
apparently  perverfc ;  and  I  do  believe  it  was  not  his  real  way  of  thinking :  he 
could  not  but  like  a  man  who  came  fo  far  to  fee  him.  He  layghed  with 
fome  complacency,  when  I  told  him  Campbell's  odd  expreflion  to  me  con- 
cerning him :  "  That  having  feen  luch  a  man,  was  a  thing  to  talk  of  a  centuiy 
hence ;" — as  if  he  could  live  fo  long. 

We  ^ot  into  an  argument  whether  the  Judges  who  went  to  India  might 
with  propriety  engage  in  trade.  Johnfon  warmly  msuntained  that  they  might. 
**  For  why  (he  urged)  fhould  not  Judges  get  riches,  as  well  as  thofc  who 
deferve  them  lefs."  I  faid,  they  Ihould  have  fufficient  falaries,  and  have  nothing 
to  take  off  their  attention  from  the  affairs  of  the  publick.  Johnsok.  "  No 
Judge,  Sir,  can  give  his  whole  attention  tp  his  office;  and  it  is  very  proper  that 
he  fhould  employ  what  time  he  has  to  himfelf,  for  his  own  advantage,  in  the 
mofl  profitable  manner."  «  Then,  Sir,  (faid  Davies,  who  enlivened  the  difpute 
by  making  it  fomewhat  dramadck,)  he  may  become  an  infurer ;  and  when  he 
is  going  to  the  bench,  he  may  be  flopped,—^  Your  Lordfhip  cannot  go  yet : 
here  is  a  bunch  of  invoices :  fcveral  fhips  are  about  to  fail.**  Johnson. 
*«  Sir,  you  may  as  well  fay  a  judge  fhould  not  have  a  houfe ;  for  they  may 
come  and  tell  him,  *  Your  Lordfhip's  houfe  is  on  fire  /  and  fo,  inflead  of 
minding  the  bufincfs  of  his  Court,  he  is  to  be  occupied  in  getting  the  engine 
with  the  greateft  fpeed.  There  is  no  end  of  this.  Every  Judge  who  has  land, 
trades  to  a  certain  extent  in  corn  or  in  cattle;  and  in  the  land  itfelf,  undoubtedly. 
His  fleward  afts  for  him,  and  fo  do  clerks  for  a  great  merchant.  A  Judge 
may  be  a  farmer;  but  he  is  not  to  geld  his  own  pigs.  A  Judge  may  play  a 
little  at  cards  for  his  amufcment ;  but  he  is  not  to  play  at  marbles,  or  at 
chuck-fartfiing  in  the  Piazza.  No,  Sir;  there  is  no  profefTion  to  which  a 
man  gives  a  very  great  proportion  of  his  time.  It  is  wonderful  when  a  calcu- 
lation is  made,  how  little  the  mind  is  aftually  employed  in  the  difcharge  of 
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any  profelfion.  No  man  would  be  a  Judge^  upon  the  condition  of-  beings 
obliged  to  be  totally  a  Judge.  The  beft  employed  lawyer  has  his  mind  a^ 
work  but  for  a  fmall  proportion  of  his  dme :  a  great  deal  of  his  occupation  is 
merely  mechanical. — ^I  once  wrote  for  a  magazine :  I  made  a  calculation^  that 
if  I  fliould  write  but  a  page  a  day,  at  the  fame  rate,  I  fhould,  in  ten  yearsj 
write  nine  volumes  ia folio,  erf"  an  ordinary  fize  and  print/'  Boswbll.  "  Sucfc 
as.  Carte's  Hiftory  ?"  Johnson,.  **  Yes,  Sir.  When  a  man  writes^  from  his  own- 
mind,  he  writes  very  rapidly  '•  The  greateft  part  of  a  writer's  time  is  fpent  in« 
reading,  ih  order  to  write :  a  man  will  turn  over  half  a  library  to  make  one  book.'** 

I  argued  warmly  againft  the  Judges  trading,  and  mentioned  Hale  as  air- 
inftance  of  a  perfedt  Judge,    who  devoted  himfclf  entirely  to  his  officCi 
Johnson.  "Hale,  Sir>  attended  to  other  things  befide  law:  he  left  a  great 
cftate."    Boswbll.  "  That  was,,  becaufe  what  he  got^  accumulated  withouD. 
any  exertion  and  anxiety  on  his  part/' 

While  the  difpute  went  on^  Moody  once  tried  to  fiy  fomethmg  upon  our  fide.. 
Tom  Davies  clapped  him  on  die  back,  to  encourage  him..  Beauclerk,  tor 
whom  I  mendoned  this  circumilancs,  faid,  that  "  he  could  not  conceive  a  more 
humiliating  fituation  than  to  be  clapped  on  the  back  by  Tom  Davies/*' 

Wc  fpoke  of  Rolt,  to  whofe  Didtionary  of  Commerce,  Dr.  Jbhnfon  wrote 
die  Prrface.  Johnson.  "  Old  Gardner  the  bookfcller  employed  Rolt  and 
Smart  to  write  a  monthly  mifqcUany,,  called/  The  Vifitor.'  There  was  a  formal 
written  contraft>  which  Allen^  the  printer  faw.  Gardner  thought  as  you  da 
of  the  Judg^.  TKey  were  bound  to  write  nothing  elfe.  They  were  to  have,  h 
think,  a  third  of  the  profits  of  this  jQxpenny  pamphlet;  and  the  contraft  was 
for  ninety-nine  years.  I  wiih  I  had  thought  of  giving  this  to  Thurlow,  in  the 
caufe  about  Literary  Property.  What  an  excellent  inftance  wouki  it  have  been' 
of  the  oppre/fioa  of  bookfellcrs  towards  poor  authours!"  (fmiling).  Davies,. 
zealous  for  the  honour  of  fbe.  Trade^  faid,  Gardner  wisis  not  properly  a  book-* 
feller.  Johnson.  *«  Nay,  Sir;  he  certainly  was  a  bookfcller.  He  had  ferved 
his  time  regularly,  was  a  member  of  the  Stationers'  company,  kept  a  (hop  ia. 
the  face  of  mankind,  purchafed  copy-right>.  and  was  a  bibliopoky  Sir,  in  every 
fcnie.  I  wrote  for  fpme  months  in  *  The  Vifitor,'  for  poor  Smart,  while  he 
was  mad,,  not  then  knowing  the  terms  on  which  he  wa3  engaged  to  write,  and 
thinking  I  was  doing  him  good.  I  hoped  his  wits  would  foon  return  to  him^. 
Mine  returned  to  me^^  and  I  wrote  in  *  The  Vifitotr'  no  longer. . 

'  Johnlbn  certainly  did,  who  had  a  mind  ftoied  with  knowkdge,  and  teemidg  with  iou^iy  : . 
bot  the  obrexration  is  not  applicable  to  writeniD  geneal«. 
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.  Friday,  April  7,  I  dined  with  him  at  a  Uvcm,  with  a  numerous  company^  '775* 
Johnson,  "  I  have  been  reading  *  Twifs's  Travels  in  Spain/  which  are  juft  MmTedi 
come  out.  They  are  as  good  as  the  firft  book  of  travels  that  you  will  take  up. 
They  are  as  good*  as  thofe  of  Keyfler  or  Blainville  j  nay,  as  Addifon's,  if  you 
except  the  learning.  They  are  not  fo  good  as  Brydone's,  but  they  are  better 
than  Pococke's.  I  have  not,  indeed^  cut  the  leaves  yet;  but  I  have  read  in 
them  where,  the  pages  are  open,  and  I  do  not  fuppofe  that  what  is  in  the  pages 
which  are  clofed  is  worfe  than  what  is  in  the  open  pages. — It  would  feem  (he 
added,)  that  Addifon  had  not  acquired  much  Italian  learning,  for  we  do  not 
find  it  introduced  into  his  writings.  The  only  inftance  that  I.  recoiled,,  is  his- 
quoting  '  Sfavo  bene.     Perftar  meglio^  fto  qui*-* 

I  mentioned  Addifon's  having  borrowed  many  of  his  claflical  remarks  fit)ni: 
Leandra  Alberti^  Mr.  Beauclerk  faid,  «*•  It  was  alledged  that  he  had  borrowed 
alfo  from  another  Italian  authour."  Johnson..  "  Why,.  Sir,  all  who  go  ta 
look  for  what  the  Claflicks  have  faid  of  Italy  muft  find  the  fame  paflages  ;. 
and  I  fhould  think  it  would  be  one  of  the  firft  things  the  Italians  would  do  on> 
the  revival  of  learning,  to  colledt  all  that  the  Romanauthours  had  laid  of  their 
country.!*^ 

Oflian  being  mentioned; — ^Johnson.  "  Suppofihg  the  Irifli  and' Erie  lan«- 
guages  to  be  the  fame,  which  I  do  not  believe,  yet  as  there  is  no  reafon  ta 
fuppofe  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Highlands  and  Hebrides  ever  wrote  their 
native  language,^  it  is  not  to  be  credited  that  a  long  poem  was  prefervedamong 
them.  If  we  had  no  evidence  of  the  art  of  writing  being  pradtilcd  in  one  of 
the  counties  of  England,  we  fhould  not  believe  that  a  long  poem  was  preferved 
therty  though  in  the  neighbouring  counties>  where  the  fame  language  was 
/poken>:  ^^  inhabitants  could  write^''  Beauclerk.  ^^  The  ballad  of  LuUa-r 
balero  was  once  in  the  mouths  of  all  the  people  of  this  country,.  andJs  faid  to 
have  had  a  great  efFedt  in  bringing  about  the  Revolution.  Yet  I.queftion 
whether  any  body  can  repeat  it  now  5  which  fhews  how  improbable  it  is  that 
much- poetry  fhould  be  preferved  by  tradition*!' 

One  of  the  company  fuggefted  an  internal  otge6lion;to  the  antiquity  of  the 
poetry  faid  to  be  OJTian's,.  that  we  do  not  find  the  wolf  in  it,  which  muft  have 
been  the  cafe  had  it  been  of  that  age. 

The  mention  of  the  wolf  had  led  Johnfon  to  think  of  other  wild  beaftsj 
and  while  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  and  Mr.  Langton  were  carrying rOn  a  dialogue 
about  fomethbg  which  engaged  them  earnefUy,.*he,  in  themidft  of  it,  broke 
out,  "  Pennant  teUs  of  Bears—"  [what  he  added,  I  have  forgotten.]  They 
went  on,  which  he  being  dull  of  hearing,  did  not  perceive,  or,  if  he  did,  was 
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I775:-  not  willing  to  break  off  his  talk;  fo  he  continued  to  vociferate  his  remarks, 
"^ALm  66  ^^^  ^^^^  ("  ^^^^  *  ^'^^^  ^"  ^  catch,"  as  Beauclerk  faid,)  was  repeatedly  heard 
at  intervals,  which  coming  fronn  him  who,  by  thofe  who  did  not  know  him, 
had  been  fo  often  aflimilated  to  that  ferocious  animal,  while  we  who  were 
fitting  around  could  hardly  ftifle  laughter,  produced  a  very  ludicrous  efFeft. 
Silence  having  enfued,  he  proceeded:  "  We  are  told,  that  the  black  bear  is 
mnocent;  hue  I  fhould  not  like  to  truft  myfclf  with  him."  Mr.  Gibbon  mut- 
tered, in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  "  I  (hould  not  like  to  truft  myfelf  with  j^w.'" 
This  piece  of  farcaftick  pleafantry  was  a  prudent  relblution,  if  applied  to  a 
competition  of  abilities. 

Patriotifm  having  become  one  of  our  topicks,  Johnfon  fuddenly  uttered,  in 
a  ftrong  determined  tone,  an  apothegm,  at  which  many  will  ftart :  ^'  Patriotifm 
is  the  laft  refuge  of  a  fcoundrel."  But  let  it  be  confidered,  that  he  did  not 
mean  a  real  and  generous  love  of  our  country,  but  that  pretended  patriotifm 
which  fo  many,  in  all  ages  and  countries,  have  made  a  cloak  for  felf-intercft. 
I  maintained,  that  certainly  all  patriots  were  not  fcoundrels.  Being  urged  (not 
by  Johnfon,)  to  name  one  exception,  I  mentioned  an  eminent  perfon,  whom 
we  all  greatly  admired.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  do  not  fay  that  he  is  not  honeft; 
but  we  have  no  reafon  to  conclude  from  his  political  conduft  that  he  is  honeft. 
Were  he  to  accept  of  a  place  from  this  miniftry,  he  would  lofe  that  charafter 
of  firmnefs  which  he  has,  and  might  be  tumed  out  of  his  place  in  a  year. 
This  miniftry  is  neither  ftable,  nor  grateful  to  their  friends,  as  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  was :  fo  that  he  may  think  it  more  for  his  intereft  to  take  his  chance 
of  his  party  coming  in." 

Mrs.  Pritchard  being  mentioned,  he  faid,  "  Her  playing  was  quite  mecha- 
nical. It  is  wonderful  how  little  mind  fhe  had.  Sir,  fhe  had  never  read  the 
tragedy  of  Macbeth  all  through.  She  no  more  thought  of  the  play  out  of 
which  her  part  was  taken,  than  a  fhoemaker  thinks  of  the  fkin,  out  of  which 
the  piece  of  leather,  of  which  he  is  making  a  pair  of  fhoes,  is  cut. 

On  Saturday,  May  8,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  where  we  met  the 
Irifh  Dr.  Campbell.  Johnfon  had  fupped  the  night  before  at  Mrs.  Abington's, 
with  fome  fafhionable  people  whoiVi  he  named ;  and  he  feemed  much  pleafed 
with  having  made  one  in  fb  elegant  a  circle. 

Mrs.  Thrale,  who  frequently  praftifed  a  coarfe  mode  of  flattery,  by  repeating 
his  hem  mots  in  his  hearing,  told  us  that  he  had  faid,  a  certain  celebrat^  aftor 
was  juft  fit  to  ftand  at  the  door  of  an  au£Hon-room,  with  a  long  pole,  and  cry, 
«  Pray,  gendemen,  walk  in  "  and  that  a  certain  authour,  upon  hearing  dii, 
had  laid,  that  another  (till  more  celebrated  a£tor  was  fit  for  nothing  better  than 

that^ 
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that,  and  would  pick  your  pocket  after  you  came  out,    Johnson,  *^  Nay,  my      '77;« 
4ear  lady,  there  is  no  wit  in  what  our  friend  added ;  there  is  only  abufe.    You  ISSf^d! 
may  as  well  fay  of  any  man  that  he  will  pick  a  pocket.    Befides,  the  man  who 
is  ftationcd  at  the  door  does  not  pick  people's  pockets  :  that  is  done  within, 
by  the  auftionecr/' 

Mrs.  Thrale  told  us,  that  Tom  Davies  repeated,  in  a  very  bald  manner, 
the  ftory  of  Dr.  Johnfbn's  firft  repartee  to  me,  wTiich  I  have  related  exaftly*. 
He  made  me  fay,  ^^  I  was  bom  in  Scotland,"  inftead  of  "  I  come  from  Scot- 
land i"  fo  that  Johnfon's  faying,  "  That,  Sir,  is  what  a  great  many  of  your 
countrymen  cannot  help,'*  had  na  point,  or  even  meaning :  and  that  upon  this 
being  mentioned  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  he  obferved,  "  It  is  not  every  man  that, 
can  carry  a  bon  motJ"^ 

On  Monday,  April  10,  I  dined  with  him  at  General  Oglethorpe's,  with 
Mr.  Langton  and  the  Irifti  Dr.  Campbell,  whom  the  General  had  obligingly 
given  me  leave  to  bring  with  me.  This  learned  gendcman  was  thus  gratified 
with  a  very  high  mtelle£tual  feaft,  by  not  only  being  m  company  with  Dr. 
Johnfon,  but  with  General  Oglethorpe,  who  had  been  fo  long  a  celebrated 
name  both  at  home  and  abroad  ^ 

I  muft,  again  and  again,  intreat  of  my  readers  not  to  fuppofe  that  my  im- 
perfe6t  record  of  converfation  contains  the  whole  of  what  was  faid  by  Johnfon> 
or  other  eminent  perfons  who  lived  with  him.  What  I  have  prefcrved,  how- 
ever, has  the  value  of  the  moft  perfedt  authenticity. 

He  this  day  enlarged  upon  Pope's  melancholy  remark, 

"  Man  never  /V,  but  always  to  he  bleft." 

*  Page  211. 

^  Let  roe  here  be  allowed  to  pay  my  tribute  of  moft  iincere  gratitade  to  the  memoiy  of  that 
excellent  perfoih  my  intimacy  with  whom  was  the  more  valuable  to  me,  becaufe  my  firft  acqoaint- 
ance  with  him  was  unexpeAed  and  unfolicited*  Soon  after  the  publicatibn  of  my  **  Account  of 
Corficay"  he  did  me  the  honour  to  call  on  me>  and  approaching  me  with  a  frank  courteous  air^  faid, 
•*  My  name.  Sir,  is  Oglethorpe,  and  I  wi(h  to  be  acquainted  with  you."^  I  was  not  a  little  flattered 
to  be  thus  addreffed  by  an  eminent  man,  of  whom  I  had  read  in  Pope,  from  my  early  years, 

"  Or,  driven  by  ftrong  benevolence  of  foul,. 

**  Will  fly,  like  Oglethorpe,  from  pole  to  pole.'* 

I  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  found  worthy  of  his  good  opinion,  infomuch,  that  I  not  only  was 
invited  to  make  one  in  the  many  refpeiflable  companies  whom  he  entertained  at  his  table,  but  had  a 
cover  at  his  hofpitable  board  every  day  when  I  happened  to  be  disengaged ;  and  in  his  fociety  I 
never  failed  to  enjoy  learned  and  animated  converfation,.  (bafoned  with  genuine  fentiments  of  virtue 
and  religion^ 

He 
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>77J-  He  afferted,  that  the  frefent  was  never  a  happy  ftate  to  any  human  bemg^ 
-^at.  66.  ^^^  ^^>  ^  every  part  of  life,  of  which  we  are  confcious,  ^as  at  fonr^  point  of 
time  a  period  yet  to  come,  in  which  felicity  was  expefted,  there  was  fome 
happinefs  produced  by  hope.  Being  prefted  upon  this  fubjeft,  and  afked  if 
he  really  was  of  x>pinion  that  though,  in  general,  happinefe  was  very  rare  in 
human  life,  a  man  was  not  fometimes  happy  in  the  nioment  that  wajs  prefcnt, 
he  anfwered,  "  Never^  but  when  he  is  drunk," 

He'wrged  General  Oglethorpe  to  give  the  world  his  Life^  He  faid,  ^  I 
know  no  man  whofe  Life  would  be  more  interefting.  If  I  were  furnifhcd 
with  materials,  I  fhould  be  very  glad  to  write  it*." 

Mr.  Scott  of  Amwell's  Elegies  wcxe  lying  in  the  room.  Dr.  Johnfon 
obfervcd,  "  They  are  very  well ;  but  fuch  as^  twenty  people  might  write," 
Upon  this  I  took  occafion  to  controvert  Horace*s  maxim, 

**  — — — —  mediocribus  ejfe  foetis 


"  Non  Dty  non  bommesy  non  concejfere  columna.^^ 

for  Here:(J  ohferved,)  was  a  very  middle-rate  poet,  who  pleafed  many  readers^ 
and  therefore  poetry  of  a  middle  ifort  was  entitled  to  fome  efteem  j  nor  couU  I 
fee  why  poetry  ftiould^ot,  like  every  thing  elfe,  have  different  gradations  of 
excellence,  and,  confequently  of  value.  Johnfon  repeated  the  common  remark, 
that  **  as  there  is  no  ncceffity  for  our  having  poetry  at  dl,  it  being  merely  a 
luxury,  an  inftrument  of  pleafure,  it  can  have  no  value,  unlefs  when  exquifite 
jn  :its  kind."  I  declared  myfelf  not  fadsfied.  "  Why  then,  Sir,  (faid  he,) 
Horace  and  you  mull  ietde  it."  He  was  not  much  in  the  humour  of 
talking. 

No  more  of  his  conveifation  for  fome  days  appears  in  my  journal,  except 
diat  when  <a  gendeman  told  him  he  had  bought  a  fuit  of  laces  for  his  lady. 
He  faid,  -«  Well,  Sir,  you  have  done  a  good  thing,  and  a  wife  thing."  "  I 
have  done  a  good  thing,  (faid  the  gendeman,)  but  I  do.  not  know  that  I  have 
done  a  wife  thing."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir;  no  money  is  better  ipent  than 
what  is  laid  out  for  domeftick  fatisfaftion,  A  man  is  pleafed  that  his  wife  is 
dreft  as  well  as  other  people;  and  a  wife  is  pleafed  that  fhe  is  dreft." 

«  The  General  Teemed  unwilling  to  enter  upon  it  at  this  time ;  but  upon  a  fubfequent  occafioa  lie 
communicated  to  me  a  number  of  particulars,  which  I  have  committed  to  writing  %  bat  I  was 
npt  fufHciently  diligent  in  obtaining  more  from  him,  not  apprehending  that  his  friends  were  fo 
foon  to  lofe  him ;  for  notwithftanding  his  great  age,  he  was  very  healthy  and  vigorous^  and  was 
at  laft  carried  off  by  a  violeat  fever^  which  is  often  fatal  at  any  period  of  life* 

On 
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On  Friday,  April  14,  being  Good-Friday,  I  repaired  to  him  in  the  morn- 
ing, according  to  my  ufual  cuftom  on  this  day,  and  breakfafted  with  him.  I 
obferved  that  he  failed  fo  very  ftrifdy,  that  he  did  not  even  tafte  bread,  and 
took  no  milk  with  his  tea,  I  fuppofe  becaufe^it  is  a  kind  of  animal  food. 

He  entered  upon  the  llate  of  the  nation,  and  thus  difcourfed :  **  Sir,  the 
great  misfortune  now  is,  that  government  has  too  little  power.  All  that  it  has 
to  bellow,  muft  of  neceflity  be  given  to  fupport  itfclf ;  fo  that  it  cannot  reward 
merit.  No  man,  for  infbmce,  can  qow  be  made  a  Bifhop  for  his  learning  and 
piety's  his  only  chance  for  promotion  is  his  being  connedted  with  fomebody 
who  has  parliamentary  interelt.  Our  feveral  miniltries  in  this  reign  have  out^ 
bid  each  other  in  conceffions  to  the  people.  Lord  Bute,  though  a  very 
honourable  man,— a  man  who  meant  well,^»a  man  who  had  his  blood  full  of 
prerogative, — ^was  a  theoretical  ftatefman, — a  book-minifter,— and  thought  this 
country  could  be  governed  by  the  influence  of  the  Crown  alone.  Then,  Sir, 
he  gave  up  a  great  deal.  He  advifed  the  King  to  agree  that  the  Judges  fliould 
hold  the^r  places  for  life,  inftead  of  lofuig  them  at  the  acceffion  of  a  new 
King.  Lord  Bute,  I  fuppole,  thought  to  make  the  King  popular  by  this 
conceflionj  but  the  people  never  minded  it;  and  it  was  a  moft  impolitick 
meafure.  There  is  no  realbn  why  a  Judge  Ihould  hold  his  office  for  life,  more 
than  any  other  perlbn  in  publick  truft.  A  Judge  may  be  partial  otherwke 
than  to  the  Crown :  we  have  leen  Judges  partial  to  the  populace.  A  Judge 
may  become  corrupt,  and  yet  there  may  not  be  legal  evidence  agamft  him. 
A  Judge  may  become  frowaid  fi-om  age.  A  Judge  may  grow  unfit  for  his 
office  in  many  ways.  It  was  defirable  that  there  fhould  be  a  polfibility  of  being 
delivered  from  him  by  a  new  King*  That  is  now  gone  by  an  aft  of  parlia- 
ment ex  gratid  of  the  Crown.  Lord  Bute  advifed  the  King  to  give  up  a  very 
large  lum  of  money  ♦,  for  which  nobody  thanked  him.  It  was  of  confequence 
to  the  King,  but  nothing  to  the  publick,  among  whom  it  was  divkled.    When 

>  From  this  too  juft  ob&rvation  there  ue  fome  eminent  ezccprions. 

«  The  monqr  ariiing  from  the  property  of  the  prizes  taken  before  the  declaration  of  war«  which 
wtre  given  to  his  Majefty  by  the  peace  of  Paris,  and  amounted  to  upwards  of  700,000!.  and 
From  the  Umds  in  the  ceded  iflands,  which  were  eftimated  at  20o,oooL  more*  Surdy,  there  waa 
a  noble  munificence  in  this  gift  from  a  Monarch  to  his  people.  And  let  it  be  remembered^  that 
during  the  Earl  of  Bute's  adminiffaration,  the  King  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  up  the  hereditary 
revenues  of  the  Crown,  and  to  accept,  inftead  of  them,  of  the  limited  fum  of  8oo,oooL  a  year  ; 
upon  which  Blackftone  obferves,  that  **  The  hereditary  revenues,  being  put  under  the  fame  manage- 
ment as  the  other  branches  of  the  publick  patrimony,  will  produce  more,  and  be  better  colledled 
than  heretofore;  and  the  publick  is  a  gainer  of  upwards  oi  ioo,oooL  per  antmrn,  by  this  dif* 
uitacfied  bounty  of  his  Majefty."    Book  L  Chap.  8.  p*  330. 
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1 775»  1  fay  Lx>rd  Bute  advifed,  I  mean,  that  fuch  afts  were  done  when  he  was  minifter, 
^tatl  66.  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  fuppofc  that  he  advifed  them. — hard  Bute  fhewed  an  undue 
partiality  to  Scotchmen.  He  turned  out  Dr.  Nichols,  a  very  eminent  man, 
from  being  phyfician  to  the  King,  to  make  room  for  one  of  his  countrymen, 
a  man  very  low  in  his  profeflion.  He  had  ♦♦**♦♦*♦*♦♦  and  ****  to  go  on 
errands  for  him.  He  had  occafion  for  people  to  go  on  errands  for  him  -,  but 
he  fliould  not  have  had  Scotchmen ;  and,  certainly,  he  fhould  not  have  fuf- 
fered  them  to  have  accefs  to  him  before  the  firft  people  in  England." 

I  told  him,  that  the  admiffion  of  one  of  them  before  the  firft  people  in 
England^  which  had  given  the  greateft  offence^  was  no  more  than  what  hap- 
pens at  every  minifter's  levee,  where  thofe  who  attend  are  admitted  in  the 
order  that  they  have  come,  which  is  better  than  admitting  them  according  to 
their  rank;  for  if  that  were  to  be  the  rule,  a  man  who  has  waited  all  the 
morning  might  have  the  mortification  to  fee  a  peer,  newly  come,  go  in  before 
him,  and  keep  him  waiting  ftill.  Johnson.  "  True,  Sir;  but  ♦***  fhould 
not  have  come  to  the  levee,  to  be  in  the  way  of  people  of  confequence.  He 
ftw  Lord  Bute  at  all  times;  and  could  have  faid  what  he  had  to  fay  at  any 
time,  as  well  as  at  the  levee.  There  is  now  no  Prime  Miniftcr :  there  is  only 
an  agent  for  government  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Wc  are  governed  by 
the  Cabinet  i  but  there  is  no  one  head  there,  as  in  Sir  Robert  Walpole's 
time."  BoswELL.  "  What  then,  Sir,  is  the  ufe  of  Parliament  ?"  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  Parliament  is  a  larger  council  to  the  King ;  and  the  advantage 
of  fuch  a  council  is,  having  a  great  number  of  men  of  property  concerned  in 
the  legiflature,  who,  for  their  own  intereft,  will  not  confent  to  bad  laws.  And 
you  muft  have  obferved.  Sir,  that  adminiftration  is  feeble  and  timid,  and  cannot 
aft  with  that  authority  and  refolution  which  is  necefTary.  Were  I  in  power,  I 
would  turn  out  every  man  who  dared  to  oppofe  me.  Government  has  the 
diftributiqn  of  officeSj  that  it  may  be  enabled  to  maintain  its  authority." 

"  Lord  Bute  (he  added,)  took  down  top  faft,  without  building  up  fbmc- 
thing  new."  Boswell.  '<  Becaufe,  Sir,  he  found  a  rotten  building.  The 
political  coach  was  drawn  by  a  fet  of  bad  horfes :  it  was  neceflary  to  change 
them."     Johnson.  "  But  he  fhouU  have  changed  them  one  by  one." 

I  told  him  that  I  had  been  informed  by  Mr.  Orme,  that  many  parts  of  the 
Eaft  Indies  were  better  mapped  than  the  Highlands  of  Scodand.  Johnson. 
«  That  a  country  may  be  mapped,  it  muft  be  travelled  over."  «  Nay,  (laid 
I,  meaning  to  laugh  with  hin^  at  one  of  his  prejudices,)  can't  you  fay,  it  is  not 
worfb  mapping  ?" 
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As  wc  walked  to  St.  Clement's  church,  and  faw  feveral  (hops  open  upon  »77f- 
this  moft  folcmn  faft-day  of  the  Chriftian  world,  I  remarked,  that  one  dif-  jEtat!  66! 
advantage  arifing  from  the  immenfity,of  Lx>ndon,  was,  that  nobody  was  heeded 
by  his  neighbour  5  there  was  no  fear  of  cenfure  for  not  obferving  Good-Friday, 
OS  it  ought  to  be  kept,  and  as  it  is  kept  in  country  towns.  He  faid,  it  was, 
upon  the  whole,  very  well  obfcrved  even  in  London.  He,  however,  owned, 
that  London  was  too  large ;  but  added,  <^  It  is  nonfenfe  to  fay  the  head  is  too 
big  for  the  body.  It  would  be  as  much  too  big,  though  the  body  were  ever 
fo  large ;  that  is  to  fay,  though  the  country  were  ever  fo  extenfive.  It  haa  no 
iimilarity  to  a  head  connedbed  with  a  body." 

Dr.  Weth«rell,  Matter  of  Univerfity  College,  Oxford^  accompanied  us  home 
from  church  -,  and  after  he  was  gone,  there  came  two  other  gentlemen,  one 
of  whom  uttered  the  common-place  complaints,  that  by  the  increafe  of  taxes, 
labour  would  be  dear,  other  nations  would  underfell  us,  and  our  commerce 
would  be  ruined.  Johnson,  (fmiling).  "  Never  fear.  Sir.  Our  commerce 
is  in  a  very  good  ftate  j  and  fuppofe  we  had  no  commerce  at  all,  we  could 
live  very  well  on  the  produce  of  our  own  country."  I  cannot  omit  to  men- 
tion, that  I  never  knew  any  man  who  was  lefs  difpofed  to  be  querulous  than 
Johnfon.  Whether  the  fubjeft  was  his  own  fituation,  or  the  ftate  of  the  pub- 
lick,  or  the  ftate  of  human  nature  in  general,  though  he  faw  the  evils,  his 
mind  was  turned  to  refolution,  and  never  to  whining  or  complaint. 

We  went  again  to  St.  Clement's  in  the  afternoon.  He  had  found  fault  with 
the  preacher  in  the  morning  for  not  choofing  a  text  adapted  to  the  day.  The 
preacher  in  the  afternoon  had  chofen  one  extremely  proper :  "  It  is  finilhed." 

After  the  evening  fervice,  he  faid,  "  Come,  you  fhall  go  home  with  me, 
and  fit  juft  an  hour."  But  he  was  better  than  his  word  j  for  after  we  had 
dnink  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams,  he  aflced  me  to  go  up  to  his  ftudy  with  him, 
where  we  fat  a  long  while  together  in  a.ferene  undifturbcd  frame  of  mind, 
fometimes  in  filence,  and  fometimes  converfing,  as  we  felt  ourfelves  inclined^ 
or  more  properly  fpeaking,  as  be  was  inclined ;  for  during  all  the  courfe  of 
my  long  intimacy  with  him,  my  relpe<Elfiil  attention  never  abated,  and  my  wifti 
to  hear  him  was  fuch,  that  I  conftandy  watched  every  dawning  of  commu-  ^ 
nication  from  that  great  and  iUuixiinated  mind.  z 

He  obferved,  «  All  knowledge  is  of  itfelf  of  fome  value.  There  is  nodiing 
fo  minute  or  inconfiderable,  that  I  would  not  rather  know  it  than  not.  In 
the  fame  manner^  all  power,  of  whatever  fort,  is  of  itfelf  defirable.  A  man 
would  not  fubmit  to  learn  to  hem  a  ruffle,  of  his  wife,  or  his  wife's  maid ;  but 
if  a  mere  wifh  could  attain  it,  he  would  rather  wifti  to  be  able  to  hem  a  ruffle." 

Q^q  q  2  He 
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1 775*         He  again  advifed  me  to  keep  a  journal  fully  and  minutely,  but  not  to  men- 
iJ^Jf^  tion  fuch  trifles  as,  that  meat  was  too  much  or  too  litdc  done,  or  that  die 
weadier  was  fair  or  rainy.     He  had,  till  very  near  his  death,  a  contempt  for 
the  notion  that  the  weather  afFefti  the  human  frame. 

I  told  him  diat  our  friend  Goldfmidi  had  faid  to  me,  that  he  had  come  too 
late  into  the  world,  for  that  Pope  and  odier  poets  had  taken  up  the  places  in 
the  Temple  of  Fame;  fo  that  as  but  a  few  at  any  period  can  poffcfs  poetical 
reputation,  a  man  of  genius  can  now  hardly  acquire  it.  Johnson.  "  That  is 
one  of  die  moft  fenfible  tilings  I  have  ever  heard  of  Goldfmitii.  It  is  difficult 
to  get  literary  feme,  and  it  is  every  day  growing  more  difficult.  Ah,  Sir,  that 
ihould  make  a  man  think  of  fecuring  happinefs  in  another  world,  which  all 
who  try  fincerely  for  it  may  attain.  In  comparifon  of  that,  how  litde  are  all 
other  things !  The  belief  of  immortality  is  impreffed  upon  all  men,  and  all 
men  adt  under  an  impreffion  of  it,  however  they  may  talk,  and  though,  per- 
haps, they  may  be  fcarcely  fenfible  of  it."  I  feid,  it  appeared  to  me  that 
fome  people  had  not  the  leaft  notion  of  immortality ;  and  I  mentioned  a 
diftinguiihed  gendeman  of  our  acquaintance.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  notion  of  immortality,  he  would  cut  a  throat  to  ftU  his  pockets." 
When  I  quoted  this  to  Beauclerk,  wha  knew  miKh  more  of  the  gentleman 
than  we  did,  he  faid,  in  his  acid  manner,  ^'  He  would  cut  a  throat  to  fill  his 
pockets,  if  it  were  not  for  fear  of  being  hanged." 

Dr.  Johnfon  proceeded :  "  Sir,  there  is  a  great  cry  about  infidelity  j  but 
there  are,  in  reality,  very  few  infidels.  I  have  heard  a  perfon,  originally  a 
Quaker,  but  now,  I  am  afraid,  a  Deift,  fey,  that  he  did  not  believe  there  were, 
in  all  England,  above  two  hundred  infidels." 

He  was  pleafed  to  fay,  "  If  you  come  to  fettle  here,  we  will  have  one  day 
in  the  week  on  which  we  will  meet  by  ourfelves.  That  is  the  happieft  con- 
vcrfation  where  there  is  no  competition,  no  vanity,  but  a  calm  quiet  inter- 
change of  fcntiments."  In  his  private  regifter  this  evening  is  thus  marked, 
**  Bofwell  fat  with  me  till  night  j  we  had  fome  ferious  talk  ^"  It  alio  appears 
from  the  feme  record,  that  after  I  left  him  he  was  occupied  in  religious 
•  duties,  in  "  giving  Francis,  his  fervant,  fome  direftions  for  preparation  to 
communicate ;  in  reviewing  his  life,  and  rcfolving  on  better  conduft."  The 
humility  and  piety  which  he  difcovers  on  fiich  occafions,  is  truly  edifying.  No 
feint,  however,  in  the  courfe  of  his  religious  warfare,  was  more  fenfible  of  the 
unhappy  failure  of  pious  relblves,  than  Johnfon.  He  faid  one  day,  talking  to 
an  acquaintance  on  this  fubjedl,  "  Sir,  Hell  is  paved  with  good  intentions^* 

^  Prayen  and  Meditations,  p.  138. 
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Oh  Sunday,  April  i6,  being  Eafter-day,  after  having  attended  the  foiemn 
fcrvice  at  St.  Paul's,  I  dined  with  Dr.  Johnfon  and  Mrs.  Williams.  I  main- 
tained that  Horace  was  wrong  in  placing  happinefs  in  Nil  admirariy  for  that  I 
thought  admiration  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  of  all  our  feelings;  and  I 
regretted  that  I  had  loft  much  of  my  difpofition  to  admire,  which  people 
generally  do  as  they  advance  in  life.  Johnson.  **  Sir,  as  a  man  advances  in 
life,  he  gets  what  is  better  than  admiration,— judgement,  to  eftimate  things 
at  their  true  value."  I  ftiU  infifted  that  admiration  was  more  pleafing  than 
judgement,  as  love  is  more  pleafing  than  friendfliip.  The  feeling  of  friend- 
fhip  is  like  that  of  being  comfortably  filled  with  roaft-beef  j  love,  like  being 
enlivened  with  champagne.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  admiration  and  love  are 
like  being  intoxicated  with  champagne ;  judgement  and  friendfliip  like  being 
enlivened.  Waller  has  hit  upon  the  fame  thought  with  you*:  but  I  don't 
believe  you  have  borrowed  from  Waller.  I  wifli  you  would  enable  yourfetf 
to  borrow  more." 

He  then  took  occafion  to  enlarge  on  the  advantages  of  reading,  and  com- 
bated the  idle  fuperficial  notion,  that  knowledge  enough  may  be  acquired  in 
converfation.  "  The  foundation  (faid  he,)  muft  be  laid  by  reading.  General 
principles  muft  be  had  from  books,  which,  however,  muft  be  brought  to  the 
teft  of  real  life.  In  converfetion  you  never  get  a  fyftem.  What  is  faid  upon 
a  fubjeft  is  to  be  gathered  from  a  hundred  people.  The  parts  of  a  truth, 
which  a  man  gets  thus,  are  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  each  other,  that  he  never 
attains  to  a  fiiU  view.*' 

On  Tuefday,  April  i8,  he  and  1  were  engaged  to  go  with  Sir  Jofliua 
Reynolds  to  dine  with  Mr.  Cambridge,  at  his  beautiful  villa  on  the  banks  of 
the  Thames,  near  Twickenham.  Dr.  Johnfon*s  tardinefs  was  fuch,  that  Sir 
Jofliua,  who  had  an  appointment  at  Richmond  early  in  the  day,  was  obliged* 
to  go  by  himfelf  on  horfeback,  leaving  his  coach  to  Johnfon  and  me.  Johnfon 
was  in  fuch  good  fpirits,  that  every  thing  feemed  to  pleafe  him  as  we  drove 
along. 

Our  converfation  turned  on  a  variety  of  fubjedts.  He  thought  portrait- 
painting  an  improper  employment  for  a  woman.  "  Publick  practice  of  any 
art,  (he  obfcrved,)  and  ftaring  in  men's  faces,  is  very  indelicate  in  a  female.'* 


•  "  Amorct'8  as  fwect  and  good 
*•  As  the  moft  delicious  food  ; 
•*  Which  but  tailed  docs  impart 
.«<  Life  and  gladnefs  to  the  hearts 


•«  Sachariila's  beauty's  wine, 
**  Which  to  raadnefs  does  incline  % 
'*  Such  a  liquor  as  no  brain 
"  That  is  mortal  can  fuilain  J' 
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I  happened  to  ftart  a  qucftion  of  propriety,  whether  when  a  man  knows  that 
fome  of  bis  intimate  friends  are  invited  to  the  houfe  of  another  fiiend,  with 
whom  they  are  ^1  equally  intimate,  he  may  join  them  without  an  invitation. 
Johnson.  '*  No,  Sir;  he  is  not  to  go  when  he  is  not  invited.  They  may  be 
invited  on  purppfc  to  abufe  him/'  (fmiling). 

As  a  curious  inftance  how  little  a  man  knows,  or  wiflies  to  know,  his  own 
charadter  in  the  world,  or,  rather,  as  a  convincing  proof  that  Johnfon's 
roughnefs  was  only  external,  and  did  not  proceed  from  his  heart,  I  infert  the 
following 'dialogue.  Johnson.  "  It  is  wonderful.  Sir,  how  rare  a  quality 
good  humour  is  in  life.  We  meet  with  very  few  good  humoured  men."  I 
mentioned  four  of  our  friends,  none  of  whom  he  would  allow  to  be  good 
humoured.  One  was  acidy  another  was  nuddyy  and  to  the  others  he  had 
objeftions  which  hate  efcaped  me.  Then,  Ihaking  his  head  and  ftretching 
himfelf  at  his  eafe  in  the  coach,  and  fmiling  with  much  complacency,  he 
turned  to  me  and  faidj  "  I  look  upon  myjelf  as  a  good  humoured  fellow/* 
The  epithet  fellow^  applied  to  the  great  Lexicographer,  the  ftately  Moralift, 
the  mafterly  Critick,  as  if  he  had  been  Sam  Johnfon,  a  mere  pleafant  com- 
panion, was  highly  diverting ;  and  this  light  notion  of  himfelf  ftruck  me  with 
wonder.  I '  anfwered,  alfo  fmiling,  "  No,  no.  Sir ;  that  will  not  do.  You 
are  good  natured,  but  not  good  humoured ;  you  are  irafcible.  You  have  not 
patience  with  folly  and  abfurdity.  I  believe  you  would  pardon  then),  if  there 
were  time  to  deprecate  your  ^vengeance  i  but  puniihinent  follows  fo  quick 
after  fentence,  that  they  cannot  efcape." 

I  had  brought  with  me  a  great  bundle  of  Scotch  magazines  and  newlpapers^ 
in  which  his  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands"  was  attacked  in  every  modt  5 
and  I  read  a  great  part  of  them  to  him,  knowing  they  would  afford  him 
entertainment.  I  wifh  the  writers  of  them  had  been  prefent :  they  would 
have  been  fufficiently  vexed.  One  ludicrous  imitation  of  his  llylc,  by  Mr. 
Maclaurin,  now  one  of  the  Scotch  Judges,  with  the  tide  of  Loid  Dreghorn, 
was  diftinguifhed  by  him  from  the  rude  mafs.  "  This  (faid  he,)  is  the  bcft* 
But  I  could  caricature  my  own  ftyle  much  better  myfelf."  He  defended  his 
remark  upon  the  general  infufEciency  of  education  in  Scodand  j  and  confirmed 
to  me  the  authenticity  of  his  witty  fajyng  on  the  learning  of  the  Scotch  i— 
"  Their  learning  is  like  bread  in  a  befiegcd  town :  every  man  gets  a  litde, 
but  no  man  gets  a  full  meal"  f^  There  is  (faid  he,)  in  Scodand  a  dilRifion 
of  learning,  a  certain  portion  of  it  widely  and  thinly  ipread.  A  merchant 
there  has  as  much  learning  as  one  of  their  clergy.'* 

3  He 
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He  talked  of  Ifaac  Walton's  Lives,  which  was  one  of  his  mofl:  favourite 
books.  Dr.  Donne's  Life,  he  faid,  was  the  moft  perfeft  of  them.  He 
obferved,  that  *'  it  was  wonderful  that  Walton,  who  was  in  a  very  low  fituation 
in^life,  Ihould  have  been  femiliarly  received  by  fo  many  great  men,  and  that 
at  a  time  when  the  ranks  of  fociety  were  kept  more  feparate  than  they  are 
now."  He  fuppofed  that  Walton  had  then  given  up  his  bufinefs  as  a  linen-draper 
and  fempftel*,  and  was  only  an  authour ;  and  added,  *^  that  he  was  a  great 
panegyrift."  Boswell.  "  No  quality  will  get  a  man  more  friends  than  a  dif- 
pofition  to  admire  the  qualities  of  others.  I  da  not  mean  flattery,  but  a  fincere 
admiration."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  flattery  pleafes  very  generally.  In  the 
firft  place,  the  flatterer  may  think  what  he  fays  to  be  true :  but,  in  the  fecond 
plcice,  whether  he  thinks  (b  or  not,  he  certainly  thinks  thofe  whom  he  flatters 
of  confequence  enough  to  be  flattered." 

No  fooner  had  we  made  our  bow  to  Mr.  Cambridge,  in  his  library,  than 
Johnfbn  ran  eagerly  to  one  fide  of  the  roem,  intent  on  poring  over  the  back* 
of  the  books.  Sir  Jofliua  obferved,  (afide,)  "  He  runs  to  the  books,  as  I  do  to 
the  pidures  :  but  I  have  the  advantage,  I  can  fee  much  more  of  the  piftures 
than  he  can  of  the  books."  Mr.  Cambridge,  upon  this,  politely  laid,  "  Dr. 
Johnfon,  I  am  going,  with  your  pardon,  to  accufe  myfelf,  for  I  have  the 
fame  cuftom  which  I  perceive  you  have.  But  it  feems  odd  that  one  fhould 
have  iuch  a  defire  to  look  at  the  backs  of  books."  Johnfon,  ever  ready  for 
conteft,  inftantly  flarted  from  his  reverie,  wheeled  about,  and  anfwered,  *^  Sir, 
the  reafon  is  very  plain.  Knowledge  is  of  two  kinds.  We  know  a  fubjeft 
ourfdves,  or  we  know  where  we  can  find  information  upon  it.  When  we 
inquire  into  any  fubjeft,  the  firft  thing  we  have  to  do  is  to  know  what  books 
have  treated  of  it.  This  leads  us  to  look  at  catalogues,  and  at  the  backs  of 
hooks  in  libraries.'*  Sir  Jolhua  obferved  to  me,  the  extraordinary  prompti- 
tude with  which  Johnfon  flew  upon  an  argument.  "  Yes,  (faid  I,)  he  has 
no  formal  preparation,  no  flouriftiing  with  his  fword  j  he  is  through  your  body 
in  an  infiarit." 

Johnfon  was  here  folaced  with  an  elegant  entertainment,  a  very  accom- 
plifhed  family,  and  much  good  company ;  among  whom  was  Mr.  Harris  of 
Salift)ury,  who  paid  him  many  compliments  on  his  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern 
Iflands." 

The  common  remark  as  to  the  utility  of  reading  hiftory  being  made  j— 
Johnson.  *^  We  muft  confider  how  very  little  hiftory  there  is  j  I  mean  real 
authentick  hiftory.  That  certain  Kings  reigned,  and  certain  battles  were 
fought,  we  can  depend  upon  as  true  i  but  all  the  colouring,  all  the  philofophy, 
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i77v  of  hiftory  is  conjefture/*  Boswell.  "Then,  Sir,  you  would  reduce  all 
^lat^.  66.  hiftory  to  no  better  than  an  almanack,  a  mere  chronological  feries  of  remark- 
able events."  Mr.  Gibbon,  who  muft  at  that  time  have  been  employed  upon 
his  hiftory,  of  which  he  publilhed  the  firft  volume  in  the  following  year,  was 
prefcnt,  but  did  not  ftep  forth  in  defence  of  that  fpccies  of  wridng.  He  pro- 
bably did  not  like  to  trujl  himfdf  with  Johnfon  ^. 

Johnfon  obfervcd,  that  the  force  of  our  early  habits  was  fo  great,  that 
though  reafon  approved,  nay,  though  our  fenfes  reliihed  a  different  courfe,  almoft 
every  man  returned  to  them.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  obfervation  upon 
human  nature  better  founded  than  this ;  and,  in  many  cafes,  it  is  a  very  painful 
truth ;  for  where  early  habits  have  been  mean  and  wretched,  the  joy  and  eleva- 
tion refulting  from  better  modes  of  life,  muft  be  damped  by  the  gloomy 
confcioufhefs  of  being  under  an  almoft  inevitable  doom  to  fink  back  into  a 
fituadon  which  we  recoUeft  with  difguft.  It  furely  may  be  prevented,  by  con- 
ftant  attention  and  unremitting  exertion  to  eftablifh  contrary  habits  of  fupcriour 
efficacy. 

"  The  Beggars  Opera,"  and  the  common  qucflion,  whether  it  was  pernicious 
in  its  efFefts,  having  been  introduced; — ^Johnson.  "As  to  this  matter,  which 
has  been  veiy  much  contefted,  I  myfelf  am  of  opinion,  that  more  influence 
has  been  afcribed  to  *  The  Beggars  Opera/  than  it  in  reality  ever  had;  for 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  man  was  ever  made  a  rogue  by  being  prefent  at  its 
reprcfentation.  At  the  fame  time  I  do  not  deny  that  it  may  have  fbme 
influence,  by  making  the  character  of  a  rogue  familiar,  and  in  tomt  degree 
plcafing'."  Then  coUefting  himfelf,  as  it  were,  to  give  a  heavy  fboke: 
^^  There  is  in  it  fuch  a  labefaStation  of  all  principles,  as  may  be  injurious  to 
morality." 

While  he  pronounced  this  refponfe,  we  fat  in  a  comical  fort  of  rcftndiit^ 
fmothering  a  laugh,  which  we  were  afraid  might  burft  out«  In  his  Life  of 
Gay,  he  has  been  ftiU  more  decifive  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  "  The  Beggars 
Opera,"  in  corrupting  fociety.    But  I  have  ever  thought  fomewhat  difierendy ; 

'  Sec  page  478. 

'  A  very  eminent  phyfician^  whofe  difcemment  is  as  acute  and  penetrating  in  judging  of  the  hamaa 
charafter  as  it  is  in  his  own  profeffion,  remaiked  once  at  a  club  where  I  was,  that  a  lively  young  man, 
fond  of  pleafure  and  w^oul  money,  would  hardly  refift  a  folicitation  from  his  miftrefs  to  go  upon 
the  highway,  immediately  after  being  prdent  at  the  reprefentation  of  *'  The  Beggars  Opera."  I 
have  been  told  of  an  ingenious  obfervation  by  Mr.  Gibbon,  that  **  Th<B  Beggars  Opera  may, 
perhaps,  have  fometimes  increafed  the  number  of  highwaymen ;  but  that  it  has  had  a  beneficial 
eflfed  in  refining  that  clafs  of  men,  making  them  lefs  ferocious,  more  polite,  in  fhort,  more  like 
tentfcmen«*'    Upon  this  Mr*  Courtcnay  faidj  that  '*  Gay  was  the  Orpheus  of  highwaymen." 
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for,  indeed,  not  only  are  the  gaiety  and  heroifin  of  a  highwayman  very  ^75- 
captivating  to  a  youthful  imagination,  but  the  arguments  for  adventurous  muu  66. 
depredation  arc  fo  plaufible,  the  allufions  {o  lively,  and  the  contrafts  with  the 
ordinary  and  more  painful  modes  of  acquiring  property  are  fo  artfully 
dilplayed,  that  it  requires  a  cool  and  ftrong  judgement  to  refill  fo  impofmg 
an  aggregate :  yet,  I  own,  I  Ihould  be  very  forry  to  have  "  The  Beggars 
Opera"  fupprefled ;  for  there  is  in  it  fo  much  of  real  London  life,  fo  much 
brilliant  wit,  and  fuch  a  variety  of  airs,  which,  from  early  affociation  of  ideas, 
engage,  fbothe,  and  enliven  the  mind,  that  no  performance  which  the  theatre 
exhibits,  delights  me  more. 

The  late  "  mortby''  Duke  of  Queenfberry,  as  Thomfon,  in  his  "  Seafons," 
juftly  charafterifes  him,  told  me,  that  when  Gay  firft  fhewed  him  "  The 
Beggars  Opera,"  his  Grace's  obfervation  was,  "  This  is  a  very  odd  thing. 
Gay  J  I  am  fatisfied  that  it  is  either  a  very  good  thing,  or  a  very  bad  thing." 
It  proved  the  former,  beyond  the  warmeft  expectations  of  the  authour  or  his 
friends.  Mr.  Cambridge,  however,  fhewed  us  tp  day,  that  there  was  good 
realbn  enough  to  doubt  concerning  its  fuccefs.  He  was  told  by  Quin,  that 
during  the  firft  night  of  its  appearance  it  was  long  in  a  very  dubious  ftate ; 
that  there  was  a  dilpofition  to  damn  it,  and  that  it  was  faved  by  the  fong, 
"  Oh  ponder  well,  be  not  fevere."  Quin  himielf  had  fo  bad  an  opinion  of  it, 
that  he  refiifed  the  part  of  Captain  Macheath,  and'  gave  it  to  Walker,  who 
acquired  great  celebrity  by  his  grave  yet  animated  performance  of  it. 

We  talked  of  a  young  gendeman's  marriage  with  art  eminent  finger, 
and  his  determination  that  fhe  .Ihould  no  longer  fing  in  publick,  though  his 
father  was  very  eameft  fhe  Ihould,  becaufe  her  talents  would.be  liberally 
rewarded  fo  as  to  make  her  a  good  fortune.  It  was  queftioned  whether 
the  young  gentleman,  who  had  not  a  fhilling  in  the  world,  but  was  bleft 
with  very  uncommon  talents,  was  not  foolifhly  delicate,  or  foolilhly  proud, 
and  his  father  truly  rational  without  being  mean.  Johnfon,  with  all  the  high 
fpirit  of  a  Roman  fenator,  exclaimed,  "  He  refolved  wifely  and.  nobly  to  be 
fiire.  He  is  a  brave  man.  Would  not  a  gentleman  be  difgraced  by  having 
his  wife  finging  publickly  for  hire  ?  No,  Sir,  there  can  be  no  doubt  here. 
1  know  not  if  I  fliould  not  prepare  myfelf  for  a  publick  finger,  as  readily  as 
let  my  wife  be  one." 

Johnfon  arraigned  the  modern  politicks  of  this  country,  as  entirely  devoid 
of  all  principle  of  whatever  kind.  "  Politicks  (faid  he)  are  now  nothing 
more  than  means  of  rifing  in  the  world.  With  diis  fole  view  do  men 
engage  in  politicks,  and  their  whole  conduft  proceeds  upon  it.  How 
different  in  that  rcfpeft  is  the  ftate  of  die  nation  now  from  what  it  was  ia 
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the  time  of  Charles  the  Firft,.  during  the  Ufurpation,  and  after  the  Reftonu- 
tion,  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  Second.  Hudibras  affords  a  ftrong  proof 
how  much  hold  political  principles  had  then  upon  the  minds  of  men.  There 
is  in  Hudibras  a  great  deal  of  bullion,  which  will  always  laft.  But  to  be 
fure  the  brighteft  ftrokes  of  his  wit  owed  their  force  to  the  impreffion  of  the 
charafters,  which  was  upon  men's  minds  at  the  time ;  to  their  knowing  them, 
at  table  and  in  the  ftreet ;  in  (hort,  being  familiar  with  them  5  and  above  all, 
to  his  fatire  being  direfted  againft  thofe  whom  a  litde  while  before  they  had 
hated  and  feared.  The  nation  in  general  has  ever  been  loyal,  has  been  at 
all  times  attached  to  the  monarch,  though  a  few  daring  rebels  have  been 
wonderfully  powerful  for  a  time.  The  murder  of  Charles  the  Firfl  was 
undoubtedly  not  committed  with  the  approbation  or  confent  of  the  people. 
Had  that  been  the  cafe,  parliament  would  not  have  ventured  to  confign 
the  jegicides  to  their  deferved  punilhment.  And  we  know  what  exuberance 
of  joy  there  was  when  Charles  the  Second  was  reflored.  If  Charles  the 
Second  had  bent  all  his  mind  to  it,  had  made  it  his  fole  objeft,  he  might 
have  been  as  abfolute  as  Louis  the  Fourteenth."  A  gentieman  obferved 
he  would  have  done  no  harm  if  he  had.  Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  abfolxitc 
princes  feldom  do  any  harm.  But  they  who  arc  governed  by  them 
are  governed  by  chance.  There  is  no  fccurity  for  good  government.'* 
Cambridge.  <*  There  have  been  many  fad  vidims  to  abfolute  power/' 
Johnson.  "  So,  Sir,  have  there  been  to  popular  fadions."  Boswell.. 
y  The  queftion  is,  which  is  worfl,  one  wild  beafl  or  many  ?" 

Johnfon  praifcd  **  The  Spectator,'*  particularly  the  charafter  of  Sir 
Roger  de  Coverley.  He  faid,  *^  Su-  Roger  did  not  die  a  violent  death,  as 
has  been  generally  fancied.  He  was  not  killed  i  he  died  only  becaufc 
others  were  to  die,  and  becaufe  his  death  afforded  an  opportunity  to  Addilba 
for  ibme  very  fine  writing.  We  have  the  example  of  Cervantes  making 
Don  Quixote  die.— I  never  could  fee  why  Sir  Roger  is  reprefented  as  a  little 
cracked.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  flory  of  the  widow  was  intended  to  have 
fomething  fuperinduced  upon  it :  but  the  fuperftrudhire  did  not  come/' 

Somebody  found  fault  with  writing  verfes  in  a  dead  language,  maintaining 
that  they  were  merely  arrangements  of  fo  many  words,  and  laughed  at  the 
Univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  for  fending  forth  colleftions  of  them 
not  only  in  Greek  and  Latin,  but  even  in  Syriack,  Arabick,  and  other  more 
unknown  tongues.  Johnson.  **  I  would  have  as  many  of  thefe  as  pofTibJej. 
I  would  have  verfes  in  every  language  that  there  are  the  means  of  acquiring. 
Nobody  imagines  that  an  Univerfity  is  to  have  at  once  two  hundred  poets  5, 
but  it  ihould  be  able  to  fhew  two  hundred  fcholars.    Peirefc's  death  was 
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lamented^  I  think,  in  forty  languages.    And  I  would  have  at  every  coronation^      1775- 
and  every  death  of  a  King,  every  Gaudium,  and  every  Luifus,  Univerfity  ^statfise! 
verfes  in  as  many  languages  as  can  be  acquired.     I  would  have  the  world 
to  be  thus  told,  *  Here  is  a  (chool  where  every  thing  may  be  learnt.*' 

Having  fet  out  next  day  on  a  vifit  to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  at  Wilton, 
and  to  my  friend,  Mr.  Temple,  at  Mamhead,  in  Devonfliire,  and  not  having 
returned  to  town  till  the  fccond  of  May,  I  did  not  fee  Dr.  Johnfon  for  a 
confiderablc  time,  and  duriilg  the  remaining  part  of  my  flay  in  London, 
kept  very  imperfeft  notes  of  his  converfation,  which  had  I  according  to  my 
uliial  cuftom  written  out  at  large  foon  after  the  time,  much  might  have  been 
preferved,  which  is  now  irretrievably  loft.  I  can  now  only  record  fomc 
particular  fcenes,  and  a  few  fragments  of  his  memorabilia.  But  to  make 
fome  amends  for  my  relaxation  of  diligence  in  one  refpeft,  I  have  to  prefent 
my  readers  with  arguments  upon  two  law  cafes,  with  which  he  favoured  me. 

On  Saturday,  the  fixth  of  May,  we  dined  by  ourfelves  at  the  Mitre,  and 
he  diftated  to  me  what  follows,  to  obviate  the  complaint  already  mentioned  *, 
which  had  been  made  in  the  form  of  an  aftion  in  the  Court  of  Seffion,  by         - 
Dr.  Memis,*  of  Aberdeen,  that  in  the  fame  tranflation  of  a  charter  in  which 
pbyjtcians  were  mentioned,  he  was  called  DoHor  of  Medicine. 

*'  There  are  but  two  reafons  for  which  a  phyfician  can  decline  die  title 
oiDoSior  of  Medicine^  becaufe  he  fuppofes  himfelf  difgraced  by  the  doftorlhip, 
or  fuppofes  the  dodlorftiip  difgraced  by  himfelf.  To  be  difgraced  by  a  title 
which  he  fliares  in  common  with  every  ilkiftrious  name  of  his  profeffion, 
with  Boerhaave,  with  Arbuthnot,  and  with  Cullen,  can  furely  diminifh  np 
man's  reputation.  It  is,  I  fuppofe,  to  the  doftorate,  from  which  he  ftirinks, 
that  he  owes  his-  right  of  praftifing  phyfick.  A  Doftor  of  Medicine  is  a 
phyfician  under  the  proteftion  of  the  laws,  and  by  the  ftamp  of  authority. 
The  phyfician  who  is  not  a  Dodtor,  ufurps  a  profeffion,  and  is  authorifed  only 
by  himfelf  to  decide  upon  health  and  ficknefe,  and  life  and  death.  That 
this  gentleman  is  a  DoAor,  his  diploma  makes  evident;  a  diploma 
not  obtruded  upon  him,  but  obt^ned  by  folicitation,  and  for  which  fees  were 
paid.  With  what  countenance  any  man  can  refufe  the  tide  which  he  has 
cither  begged  or  bought,  is  not  eafily  difcovcrcd. 

"  All  verbal  injury  muft  comprife  in  it  either  fome  falfe  pofition,  or  fome 
unneceffary  declaration  of  defamatory  truth.  That  in  calling  him  Do<5lor,  a 
fiilfe  appellation  was  given  him,  he  himfelf  will  not  pretend,  who  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  complains  of  the  title,  would  be  offended  if  we  fuppofed  him  to 
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177 J*  be  not  a  Doftor.  If  the  title  of  DoAor  be  a  defamatory  truth,  it  is  time 
Muu  66.  ^^  diflblve  our  colleges,  for  why  fhould  the  publick  give  falaries  to  men  whofe 
approbation  is  reproach?  It  maylikewifc  defcrve  the  notice  of  the  publick 
to  confidcr  what  help  can  be  given  to  th©  profeflfors  of  phyfick,  who  all 
fhare  with  this  unhappy  gentleman  the  ignominious  appellation,  and  of  whom 
the  very  boys  in  the  ftreet  are  not  afraid  to  fay,  ^bere  goes  the  Dolior. 

"  What  is  implied  by  the  term  Doftor  is  well  known.  It  diftinguifhes  him 
to  whom  it  is  granted,  as  a  man  who  has  attained  fuch  knowledge  of  his 
profeflion  as  qualifies  him  to  inftru6t  others.  A  Doftor  of  Laws  is  a  man 
who  can  form  lawyers  by  his  precepts.  A  Doftor  of  Medicine  is  a  man  who 
can  teach  die  art  of  curing  difeafes.  There  is  an  old  axiom  which  no  man 
has  yet  thought  fit  to  deny.  Nil  dot  quod  non  hahet.  Upon  this  principle  to  be  a 
Dodor  implies  Ikill,  for  nemo  docet  quod  non  didicit.  In  England,  whoever 
praftifes  phyfick,  not  being  a  Doftor,  muft  pradice  by  a  licence :  but  the 
doftorate  conveys  a  licence  in  itfelf. 

♦'  By  what  accident  it  happened  that  he  and  the  other  phyficians  were 
mentioned  in  different  terms,  where  the  terms  themfclves  were  equivalent, 
or  where  in  effect  that  which  was  applied  to  hTm  was  the  more  honourable, 
perhaps  they  who  wrote  die  paper  cannot  now  remember.  Had"  they 
cxpefted  a  lawfuit;  to  have  been  the  confequence  of  fuch  petty  variation, 
I  hope  they  would  have  avoided  it '.  But,  probably,  as  they  meant  no  ill^ 
they  iulpefted  no  danger,  and,  therefore,  confulted  only  what  appeared  to 
them  propriety  or  convenience." 

A  few  days  afterwards  I  confulted  him  upon  a  caufe.  Pater/on  and  others 
againft  Alexander  and  other Sy  which  had  been  decided  by  a  cafting  vote  in  the 
Court  erf"  Seffion,  determining  that  die  Corporation  of  Stirling  was  corrupt, 
and  fetting  afide  the  eleftion  of  fomc  of  their  officers,  becaufe  it  was  proved 
that  three  of  the  leading  men  who  influenced  the  majority,  had  entered  into 
an  unjuftifiable  compaft,  of  which,  however,  the  majority  were  ignorant.. 
He  diftated  to  me,  after  a  Ktde  confideratioh^  the  following  fentences  upon 
the  fubjeft: 

"  There  is  a  difference  between  majority  and  fuperioritys  majority  is 
applied  to  number,  and  fuperiority  to  power  \  and  power  like  many  other 
things,  is  to  be  eftimated  non  numero  fed  pondere.  Now  though  the  greater 
number  is   not  corrupt,  the  greater  weight  is  corrupt,   fo  that  corruption 

'  In  jufticc  to  Dr.  Mcmis,  though  I  was  againft  him  as  an  Advocate,  I  moft  meiitioa,.that«ho 
ebjeOed  to  the  variation  vexy  cameflly,  bcfofe  the  tranflation  was  printed  oA 
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predominates  in  the  borough,  taken  colle ff ivefy,  thou^y  perhaps,  taken  '775- 
numerically^  the  greater  part  may  be  uncorrupt.  That  borough  which  is  fo  ^tat,  66^ 
conftiiutcd  as  to  aft  corruptly,  is  in  the  eye  of  reafon  corrupt,  whether  it  be  by 
the  uncontioulable  power  of  a  few,  or  by  an  accidental  pravity  of  the  multitude. 
The  objeftion,  in  which  is  urged  the  injuftice  of  making  the  innocent  fufFer 
>vith  the  guilty,  is  an  objedtion  not  only  againft  fociety,  but  againft  the 
poflibility  of  fociety..  All  focieties,.  great  and  fmall,  fubfift  upon  this 
condition  >  that  as  the  indiyiduals  derive  advantages  from  union,  they  may 
likewife  fufFer  inconveniences ;  that  as  thofe  who  do  nothing  and  fometimes 
thofe  who  do  ill,  will  have  the  honours  and  emoluments  of  general  virtue  and 
general  prolperity,  (6  thofe  likewife  who  do  nothing  or  perhaps  do  well,  muft 
be  involved  in  the  confequences  of  predominant  corruption." 

This  in  my  opinion  was  a  very  nice  cafe  j.  but  the  decifion  was-  affirmed 
in  the  Houfe  of  JLord&w 

On  Monday,  May  8,  we  went  together  and  vifited  the  manfions  of  Bedlam. 
I  had  been  informed  that  he  had  once  been  there  before  with  Mr.  Wedderburne> 
(now  Lord  Loughborough,)  Mr.  Murphy,  and  Mr.  Foote  j  and  I  had  heard 
Foote  give  a.  very  entertaining  account  of  Johnfon's  happening  to  have  his 
attention  arrefted  by  a  man  who  was  very  furious,  and  who>.  while  beating  his 
ftrawj  fuppofed  it  to  be  William  Duke  of  Cumberland,  whom  he  was  punifli-' 
ing  for  his  cruelties  in.  Scotland,  in  1746.  There  was  nothing  peculiarly 
remarkable  this  day  -,  but  the  general  contemplation  of  infanity  was  very  affeft- 
ing,     1  accompanied  him  home,  and  dined  and  drank  tea  with  him. 

Talking  of  an  acquaintance  rfours,  diftinguiftied  for  knowing  an  uncommon 
variety  of  mifcellaneous  articles  both  in  antiquities  and  polite  literature,  he 
©bferved,  "  You  know,  Sir,  he  runs  about. with  little  weight  upon  his  mind.*' 
And  talking  of  another  very  ingenious  gentleman,  who  from  the  warmth  of 
his  temper  was  at  variance  witli  many  of  his  acquaintance,  and  wished  ta 
avoid  them,  he  faid,  **  Sir,  he  leads  the  life  of  an  outlaw."  ^ 

On  Friday,  May  12,  as  he  had  been  fo  good  as  to  affign  me  a  room  in- 
his  houfe,  where  I  might  fleep  occafionally,  when.  I  happened  to  fit  with 
him  to  a  late  hour,  I  took  poffeffion  of  it  this  night,,  found  every  thing 
in  excellent  order,  and  was  attended  by  honeft  Francis  with  a  moll  civil 
affiduity.  I  alked  him  whether  L  might  go  to  a  confultation .  with  another 
lawyer  upon  Sunday,  as  that  appeared  to  me  to  be  doing  work  as  miKh  in 
my  way,  as  if  an  artifan  fhould  work  on  the  day  appropriated  for  religious  . 
reft.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  when  you  are  of  confcquence  enough  to  oppofe 
the  praftice  of  confulting  upon  Sunday,  you  Ihould  do  it :  but  you  may  ga 
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now.  It  is  not  criminal,  though  it  is  not  what  one  fhould  do,  who  is  anxious 
for  the  prefervation  and  increafe  of  piety,  to  which  a  peculiar  obfervancc  of 
Sunday  is  a  great  help.  The  diftinftion  is  clear  between  what  is  of  moral  and 
what  is  of  ritual  obligation." 

On  Saturday,  May  13,  I  breakfafted  with  him  by  invitation,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Andrew  Crofbie,  a  Scotch  Advocate,  whom  he  had  feen  at  Edinburgh, 
and  the  Hon.  Colonel  (now  General)  Edward  Stopford,  brodier  to  Lord 
Courtown,  who  was  defirous  of  being  introduced  to  him.  His  tea  and  rolls 
and  butter,  and  whole  breakfaft  apparatus  were  all  in  luch  decorum,  and  his 
behaviour  was  fo  courteous,  that  Colonel  Stopford  was  quite  furprized,  and 
wondered  at  his  having  heard  fo  much  faid  of  Johnfon's  flovenlinefs  and  rough-* 
nefs.  I  have  preferved  nothing  of  what  paffed,  except  that  Croflbie  pleafed  him 
much  by  talking  learnedly  of  alchymy,  as  to  which  Johnfon  was  not  a  pofitive 
unbeliever,  but  rather  delighted  in  confidering  what  progrefs  had  actually  been 
made  in  the  tranfmutation  of  metals,  what  near  approaches  there  had  been  to 
the  making  of  gold ;  and  told  us  that  it  was  affirmea,  that  a  perfon  in  the 
Ruffian  dominions  had  difcovered  the  fecret,  but  died  without  revealing  it,  as 
imagining  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  fociety.  He  added,  that  it  was  not 
impoffible  but  it  might  in  time  be  generally  known. 

It  being  afked  whether  it  was  realbnablc  for  a  man  to  be  angry  at  another 
whom  a  woman  had  preferred  to  him  i-^JoHNsoN.  "  I  do  not  fee.  Sir,  that  it 
is  rcafonable  for  a  man  to  be  angry  at  another,  whom  a  wom*an  has  preferred 
to  him :  but  angry  he  is,  no  doubt ;  and  he  is  loath  to  be  angry  at  himfclf." 

Before  fetting  out  for  Scotland  on  the  23d,  I  was  frequently  in  his  company 
•at  different  places,  but  during  this  period  have  recorded  only  two  remarks : 
one  concerning  Garrick :  "  He  has  not  Latin  enough.  He  finds  out  the 
Latin  by  the  meaning,  rather  than  the  meaning  by  the  Latin,"  And  anodier 
concerning  writers  of  travels,  who,  he  obfcrved,  "  were  more  defedive  than 
any  other  writers." 

I  paffed  many  hours  with  him  on  the  17th,  of  which  I  find  all  my  memo- 
rial is,  "  much  laughing."  It  would  feem  he  had  that  day  been  in  a  humour 
for  jocularity  and  merriment,  and  upon  fuch  occafions  I  never  knew  a  man 
laugh  more  heartily.  We  may  fuppofe,  that  the  high  relifh  of  a  ftate  fo  dif- 
ferent  from  his  habitual  gloom,  produced  more  than  ordinary  exertions  of  that 
diftinguifhing  faculty  of  man,  which  has  puzzled  philofophers  fo  much  to 
explain.  Johnfon's  laugh  was  as  remarkable  as  any  circumflance  in  his  man- 
ner. It  was  a  kind  of  good  humoured  growl.  Tom  Davies  delcribed  it 
drolly  enough :  "  He  laughs  like  a  rhinoceros." 
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^0  James  Boswell,  E/q. 

*^  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  MAKE  no  doubt  but  you  are  now  fafely  lodged  in  your  own- habi- 
tation, and  have  told  all  your  adventures  to  Mrs.  Bofwell  and  Mifs  Veronica. 
Pray  teach  Veronica  to  love  me.     Bid  her  not  mind  mamma. 

"  Mrs.  Thrale  has  taken  cold,  and  been  very  much  difordered,  but  I  hope 
is  grown  welh  Mr*  Langton  went  yefterday  to  Lincolnfhire,  and  has  invited 
Nicolaida*  to  follow  him.  Beauclerk  talks  of  going  to  Bath.  I  am  to  fet 
out  on  Monday  5  fo  there  is  nothing  but  difperfion. 

"  I  have  returned  Lord  Hailes's  entertaining  flieets,  but  muft  (lay  till  I 
come  back  for  more^  becaufe  it  will  be  inconvenient  to  fend  them  after  me  in 
my  vagrant  ftate. 

^*  I  promifed  Mrs.  Macaulay^  that  I  would  try  to  ferve  her  fon  at  Oxford. 
I  have  not  forgotten  it>  nor  am  unwilling  to  perform  it.  If  they  defire  to 
give  him  an  Englilh  education,  it  fhould  be  confidered  whether  they  cannot 
fend  him  for  a  year  or  two  to  an  Englifli  fchool.  If  he  comes  immediately 
from  Scodand,  he  can  make  no  figure  in  our  Univerfities.  The  fchools  in 
the  north,  I  believe,  are  cheap  j  and,,  when  I  was  a  young  man,  were  emi- 
nently good. 

"  There  are  two  litde  books  publifhed  by  the  Foulis,  Tclemachus  and: 
GoUins's  Poems>  each  a  ihilling ;  I  would  be  glad  to  have  them. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  though  (he  does  not  love  me. 
You  fee  what  peryerfc  things  ladies  are,  and  how  litdc  fit  to  be  trufted  with 
feudal  eftates.  When  (he  mends  and  loves  me,  there  nuy  be  more  hope  of 
her  daughters. 

"  I  wiU  not  (end  compliments  to  my  friends  by  name,  becaufe  I  would  be 
loath  to  leav^  any  out  in  the  enumeration.  Tell  them,  as  you  fee  them,  how 
well  I  (peak,  of  Scotch  politenefs,  and  Scotch  hofpitality>  and  Scotch  beauty, 
and  of  every  thing  Scotch,  but  Scotch  oat-cakes  and  Scotch  prejudices. 

"  Let  me  know  the  anfwer  of  Rafay,  and  the  decifion  relating  to  Sit 
Allan  *.     I  am>  my  deareft  Sir,  with  great  a(Feaion, 

«  Your  moft  obliged  and  moft  humble  feryant, 

'*May27,  1775.  SaM.  JohnsON." 

♦  A  learned  Greek. 

^  Wife  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Kenneth  Macaulay,  authour  of  "  The  Hiftory  of  St.  Kilda.'* 

*  A  law-foit  carried  on  by  Sir  Allan  Maclean,  Chief  of  his  Clan,  to  recover  certain  parts  of 
his  family  eftatefroxn  the  Duke  of.  Argyle... 
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1775-  After  my  return  to  Scotland,  I  wrote  three  letters  to  him,  from  which  I 

^tau^d!  cxtraft  the  following  paflages-. 

"  I  have  feen  Lord  Hailes  fince  I  came  down.  He  thinks  it  wonderful 
that  you  are  pleafed  to  take  fo  much  pains  in  revifing  his  *  Annals/  I  told 
him  that  you  faid  you  were  well  rewarded  by  the  entertainment  which  you  had 
in  reading  them." 

"  There  has  been  a  numerous  flight  of  Hebrideans  in  Edinburgh  this 
fummer,  whom  I  have  been  happy  to  entertain  at  my  houfe.  Mr.  Donald 
Macqueen^  and  Lord  Monboddo  fupped  with  me  one  evening.  They  joined 
in  controverting  your  propofition,  that  the  Gaelick  of  the  Highlands  and  Ifles 
of  Scotland  was  not  written  till  of  late." 

*«  My  mind  has  been  fomewhat  dark  this  fummer.  I  have  need  of  your 
warming  and  vivifying  rays ;  and  I  hope  I  Ihall  have  them  frequently.  I  am 
going  to  pafs  fomc  time  with  my  father  at  Auchinlcck." 

To  Jamjes  Boswell^  EJq. 
**  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  A  M  now  returned  from  the  annual  ramble  into  the  middle  counties. 
Having  feen  nothing  that  I  had  not  feen  before,  I  have  nothing  to  relate.  Time 
'  has  left  that  part  of  the  ifland  few  antiquities ;  and  commerce  has  left  the 
people,  no  Angularities.  I  was  glad  to  go  abroad,  and,  perhaps,  glad  to  come 
home ;  which  is,  in  other  words,  I  was,  I  am  afraid,  weary  of  being  at  home, 
and  weary  of  being  abroad.  Is  not  this  the  ftate  of  life  ?  But,  if  we  confeis 
this  wearinels,  let  us  not  lament  it  \  fofr  all  the  wife  and  all  the  good  fay,  that 
we  may  cure  it. 

"  For  the  black  fumes  which  rife  in  your  mind,  I  can  prefcribe  nothin<y 
but  that  you  difperfe  them  by  honcft  bufinefs  or  innocent  pleafure,  and  by 
reading  fometimes  eafy  and  fometimes  ferious.  Change  of  place  is  ufefiil ; 
and  I  hope  that  your  refidcnce  at  Auchinleck  will  have  many  good  effefts. 

"  That  I  fhould  have  given  pain  to  Rafay,  I  am  fincerely  forry  5  and  am 
therefore  very  much  pleafed  that  he  is  no  longer  uneafy.  He  ftill  thinks  that 
I  have  reprefentcd  him  as  perfonally  giving  up  the  Chieftainfhip.  I  meant 
only  that  it  was  no  longe  rcontefted  between  the  two  houfes,  and  fuppofed  it 

^  A  very  learned  miniflcr  in  the  Iflc  of  Sky,  whom  both  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  have  mentioned 
with  regard. 
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fettled,  perhaps,  by  the  ceflion  of  fome  remote  generation,  in  the  houfe  of     ^77?* 
Dunvegan,     I  am  lorry  the  advertifement  was  not  continued  for  thrtc  or  four  /Etat.  66* 
times  in  the  papers. 

^  That  Lord  Monboddo  and  Mr.  Macqueen  lliould  controvert  a  pofition 
contrary  to  the  imaginary  intcreft  of  literary  or  national  prejudice,  might  be 
cafily  imagined}  but  of  a  ftanding  faft  there  ought  to  be  no  controverfy:  If 
there  are  men  with  tails,  catch  an  bomo  caudatus  y  if  there  was  writing  of 
old  in  the  Highlands  or  Hebrides,  in  the  Erie  language,  produce  the 
manufcripts.  Where  men  write,  they  will  write  to  one  another,  and  fome  of 
their  letters,  in  femilies  ftudious  of  their  anceftry,  will  be  kept.  In  Wales 
there  are  many  manufcripts. 

"  I  have  now  three  parcels  of  Lord  Hailes's  hiftory,  which  I  purpoie  to 
return  all  the  next  week :  that  his  refpeft  for  my  Uttlc  obfervations  Ihould' 
keep  his  work  in  fufpenfe,  makes  one  of  the  evils  of  my  journey.  It  is  in 
our  language,  I  think,  a  new  mode  of  hiilory,  which  tells  all  that  is 
wanted,  and,  I  fuppofe,  all  that  is  known,  without  laboured  fplendour  of 
language,  or  afie&ed  fubtilty  of  conjefhire.  The  exa&nefs  of  his  dates 
raifes  my  wonder.  He  ieems  to  have  the  clofenefs  of  Henault  without  his 
conftraint. 

**  Mrs.  Thrale  was  fo  entertained  with  your  <  Journal '/  that  Iho  almoft 
read  herfelf  blind.     She  has  a  great  regard  for  you. 

«  Of  Mrs.  Bofwell,  though  Ihc  knows  in  her  heart  that  Ihe  docs  not  love 
me;,  I  am  always  glad  to  hear  any  good,  and  hope  that  fhe  and  the  little 
dear  ladies  will  have  neither  flcknefs  nor  any  other  affliftion.  But  fhe  knows 
that  ihe  does  not  care  what  becomes  of  me,  and  for  that  Ihe  may  be  fore 
that  I  think  her  very  much  to  blame. 

*'  Never,  my  dear  Sir,  do  you  take  it  into  your  head  to  think  that  I  do 
.not  love  you ;  you  may  fettle  yourfelf  in  foil  confidence  both  of  my  love 
.and  my  efteem^  I  love  you  as  a  kind  man,  I  value  you  as  a  worthy  man, 
and  hope  in  time  to  reverence  you  as  a  man  of  exemphuy  piety.  I  hokl 
you  as  Hamlet  has  it,  « in  my  heart  of  heart,'  and,  therefore^  it  is  little  to 
iay,  that  I  am.  Sir, 

^^  Your  afFeftionatc  humble  ftrvant, 
*'  London,  Augnft,  27,  1773.  Sam.  JoHNSOK/' 

^Mj  **  Jonroal  of  a  Tear  to  the  Hebrides,"  which  that  lady  read  in  the  original  manuftript.'* 
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''  Sir, 

"  IF  in  thefe  papers*,  there  is  litde  alteration  attempted,  do  not 
fuppofe  me  negligent,  I  have  read  them  perhaps  more  clofely  than  the  refti 
but  I  find  nothing  worthy  of  an  objedlion. 

"  Write  to  me  foon,  and  write  often,  and  tell  me  all  your  honefl  heart. 

«  I  am.  Sir, 

*'  Your*s.  afFcdionately, 
«  Augoftjo,  I77J.  Sam.  Johnson/* 

To  tbejmte. 
"  My  DEAR  Sir, 

"  I  NOW  wrice  to  you,  left  in  ibme  of  your  freaks  and  homoura  ytw 
fliouid  fancy  yourfelf  negledled^  Such  fancies  I  muft  entreat  you  never  to 
admit,  at  lealt  never  to  indulge,  for  my  rc^rd  for  you  is  fb  radicated  and 
fixed,  that  it  is  become  part  of  my  mind>  and  cannot  be  efloced  but  by 
jSbme  caufe  uncommonly  vioknt;  diere£bre,  whedicr  I  write  or  not,  &t  yoisr 
^  thoughts  at  reft.     I  now  write  to  tell  you  that  I  fhall  not  very  fixni  wricfc 

3gaio^  for  I  am  to  fet^xit  to-morrow  on  another  journey. 

^  Your  ftiefids  are  all  weU  at  Screatham,  and  ia  Leicefter-fieldk  Make 
v&f  comfdimentft  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,   if  fiie  is  in  good  Iranour  with  me* 

"  1  am»  Sir,  &c. 
^  Stptombet  H*  1775.  Sam.  Johnson/' 

What  he  mentions  in  firch  light  terms  as^  **  I  am  tso  fct  out  tD-nfK>rrow 
on  anther  journey,"  I  foon  aficrwands  dtfeovered  wa&  no  lejs  than  a-  tour  t» 
france  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale.  This  was  the  only  time  in  his  life 
that  he  went  upoa  die  Continent. 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Oft.  24,  177^* 

**  My  dear  Sir, 

*MF  I  had  not  been  informed  that  you  were  at  Paris,  you  fhould 
have  had  a  letter  from  me  by  the  earliefl  op^iortunity,  announcing  the  birdi 

*  Aaother  psucd  of  Loxd  Hailes'a  **  Annab  of  Scodaod/* 
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t>f  my  Son,  on  the  9ch  inftanti  I  have  named  him  Alexander,  afcer  my  father.      177^ 
I  now  write,  as  I  fuppofc  your  fellow  traveller,  Mr.  Thrale,  will  return  to  ^tau  66^ 
London  this  week  to  attend  his  duty  in  parliament,  and  diat  you  will  not 
ftay  behind  him. 

*  I  fend  another  parcel  of  Lord  Haiks's  **  Annals."  I  have  undertaken  to 
folicit  you  for  a  favour  to  him,  which  he  thus  requefts  in  a  letter  to  me : 
"  I  intend  foon  to  give  you  the  '  Life  of  Robert  Bruce,'  which  you  will  be 
pleaied  to  tranfmit  to  Dr.  Johnfon.  I  wifli  that  you  could  affift  me  in 
a  fancy  which  I  have  taken,  of  getting  Dr.  Johnfon  to  draw  a  charadler  of 
Robert  Bruce,  from  the  account  that  I  give  of  that  prince.  If  he  finds 
materials  for  it  in  my  work,  it  will  be  a  proof  that  I  have  been  fortunate  in 
felefting  the  moft  ftriking  incidents.' 

"  I  fuppofc  by  *  The  Life  of  Robert  Brucey  his  Lordfhip  means  that  part 
of  his  ^  Annals*  which  relates  the  hiftory  of  that  prince,  and  not  a  feparate 
work. 

^  Shall  we  have  "  A  J^utney  k>  PartY^&otA  you  in  the  winter?  You  W!ll> 
I  hope,  at  any  rate  be  kind  eno«igh  to  give  me  fome  accotint  of  your  French 
travels  very  foon,  for  I  am  very  impatient.  What  a  different  fcene  have 
you  viewed  this  autumn,  from  that  which  you  viewed  in  autumn  <77j! 
I  ever  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged,  and  afiecflionate  humble  fcrvant, 

**  Jamis  Boswbll/* 

fa  Jambs  Bo^welL,  Efq. 

''  Dear  Sia, 

"  I  A  M  glad  that  the  young  Laird  is  bom,  and  an  end,  as  I  hope,  put 
to  the  only  difference  that  you  can  ever  have  with  Mrs.  Bofwell'.  I  kno\^ 
that  flic  docs  not  love  me,  but  f  intend  to  perfift  in  wifhing  her  well  till  I 
get  the  better  of  her. 

"  Paris  is,  indeed,  a  place  very  different  from  the  Hebrides,  but  it  is  to  a 
hally  traveller  not  fo  fertile  of  novelty,  nor  affords  fo  many  ooportunities  of 
remark.  I  cannot  pretend  to  tell  the  publick  any  thing  of  a  place  better 
known  to  Togay  of  my  readers  than  to  myfelf.  We  can  talk  of  it  when  wa 
meet. 

"  I  fhall  go  next  week  to  Streatham,  from  whence  I  purpofe  to  fend  a 
parcel  of  the  *  Hiftory*  every  poft.     Concerning  the  charafter  of  Bruce,  I 

'  Thi»  atbido  to  my  old  feudal  principle  of  piftferiin]^  xmde  to  female  fucceffiom 
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eaa  only  lay>  that  I  do  not  fee  any  great  reafbn  for  wridi^  it,  but  I  ihall  not 
I  ^t4U  66?  ^afiJy  deny  what  Lord  Hailes  and  you  concur  in  defiring. 

<<  I  have  been  remarkably  healthy  all  the  joumey>  and  hope  you  and  your 
&mily  have  known  only  that  trouble  and  danger  which  has  fo  hapjuly 
terminated.  Among  all  the  congratulations  that  you  may  receive^  I  hope 
you  believe  none  more  warm  or  fincerc,  than  thofe  of,  dear  §ir, 

^<  Your  moft  afFeftionate, 
M  NovembeM6s  1775.  Sam.  JoHNsaN.** 

To  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter^  in  LicbfieldK 

^  Dear  Madam, 

•^  THIS  week  I  came  home  from  Paris.  I  have  brought  you  a 
Htde  box,  which  I  thought  pretty  j  but  I  know  not  whether  it  is  properly  4 
foufF'box,  or  a  box  for  fome  other  ufe.  I  will  iend  it,  when  I  can  find  a^ 
opportunity*  I  have  been  through  the  whok  journey  remarkably  well.  My 
feUow-travdlers  were  the  fame  whom  you  few  at  Lichfield^  only  we  cook 
Baretti  with  us.  -  Paris  is  not  fb  fine  a  place  as  you  would  exped..  The 
palaces  and  churches,  however,  are  very  fplendid  and  magnificent;  and  what 
would  pleafe  you,  there  are  many  very  fine  piftures  i  but  I  do  npt  think 
their  way  of  life  commodious  or  pleafant. 

*'  Let  m^  know  how  your  health  has  been  all  this  while.  I  hope  the  fine 
fummer  has  given,  you  ftrength  fufficient  to  encounter  the  winter. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  all  my  friends ;  and,  if  your  fingers  will  let 
you,  write  to  me,  or  let  your  maid  write,  if  it  be  troublefome  to  you.  I 
am,  dearMadam^ 

^  Your  moft  affedionate  humble  fcrvant, 

«♦  Not.  i6i  1775.  Sam.  Johnsonu*** 

Totbejamei. 
^   •*  Dear  Madam, 

«*  SQME  weeks  ago  I  wrote  to  you,  to  tell  you*  that  I  was  juft  come 
home  from  a  ramble,  and  hoped  that  I  fhouH  have  heard  from  you.  I  am 
afraid  winter  has  laid  hold  on  your  fingers,  and  hinders  you  from  writing. 
However,  let  fomebody  write,,  if  you  cannot,  and  tell  me  how  you  do,^  and.a. 

♦  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  many  years  previous  to  177^^  he  correfponded  with  tUs  Wy^ 
who  was  his  flep-dau{hter«  but  none,  of  his  earlier  letters  to  her  have  bcen^piefervcd* 
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fitde  of  what  has  hsq>pened  at  Lichfield  among  our  friends.    I  hope  you 
are  all  well. 

"  When  I  w^  in  B'rance,  I  thought  myfclf .  growing  young,  but  am  afraid 
that  cold  weadier  will  take  part  of  my  new  vigour  from^fec.  Let  us,  how- 
ever, take  care  of  ourfelves,  and  lofe  no  part  of  our  health  by  negligence. 

"  I  never  knew  whether  you  received  the  Commentary  on  the  New  Telia- 
ment,  and  the  Travels^  and  the  glafles. 

"  Do,  my  dear  love,  write  to  me ;  and  do  not  let  us  forget  each  other. 
This  is  the  feafon  of  good  wiflies,  and  I  wifh  you  all  good.  I  have  not  lately^ 
fecn  Mr.  Porter  ^  nor  heard  of  him.    Is  he  with  you  ? 

"  Be  pleafed  to  make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Adey,  and  Mrs.  Cobb, 
and  all  my  friends.  ^  and  wiien  I  can  do  any  good,  let  m^  know.  I  am,  dear 
Madam, 

*'  Yours  moft  aflfedbionateFy, 

"  Doccmbcr,  1775.  Sam.  Johntson/* 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  he  did  not  write  an  account  of  his  travels  in  f'rance; 
for  as  he  is  reported  to  have  once  faid,  that  "  he  could  write  the  Life  of  z 
Broomftick,'*  fo>  notwkhftanding  fo  many  former  travellers  have  exhaufted 
almoft  every  thing  fubje6k  for  remark  in  that  great  kingdom,  his  very  accurate 
obiervation,  and  peculiar  vigour  of  thought  and  illuflration,  would  have  pro- 
duced a  valuable  work.  During  his  vifit  to  it,  which  lafted  but  about  two 
months,  he  wrote  notes  or  minutes  of  what  he,  faw.  He  promifed  to  (hew 
me  them,  but  I  neglefted  to  put  him  fn  mfnd  of  it;  and  the  greateft  part  of 
them  have  been  toft,  or,  perhaps,  deftroyed  in  that  precipitate  burning  of  his 
papers  a  few  days  before  his  death,  which  muft  ever  be  lamented :  One  frfiaU 
paper-book,  however,  entided  •*  Frawcf,  III**  has  been  preferved,  and  is  in 
my  poififfllon.  It  is  a  diurnal  regifter  of  his  life  and  obfervations,  from  the- 
lodi  of  Qftober  to  the  4th  of  November,  inclufive,  being  twenty-fix  days  3 
and  (hews  an  extraordinary  attention  to  various  minute  particulars.  Being 
the  only  memorial  of  this  tour  that  remains,,  my  readers,  f  am  confident, 
will  perufe  it  with  pleafure,  diough  his  notes  are  very  fliort,  and  cv^endy 
written  only  to  alTift  his  own  recolledion. 

**  Oct..  io.  Tueiday.   We  faw  the  EcolirMiUtairey  in  which  one  hundred 
and  fifty  young  boys  are  educated  for  the  army;     They  havearms  of  different 

s<  Sob  of  Mrs.  }oImfon>.  by  her  firft  huflnmd. 
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fiz«s,  according  to  the  age; — flints  of  wood.  The  building  is  very  large^  but 
nothing  fine,  except  the  council-room.  The  French  have  large  fquarcs  in  the 
windows ; — they  make  good  iron  palifades.     Their  meals  are  grofs. 

"  We  vifited  the  .Obfcrvatory,  a  large  building  of  a  great  height.  The 
upper  ftones  of  the  parapet  very  lai^,  but  not  cramped  with  iron.  The  flat 
on  the  top  is  very  extenfive ;  but  on  tiic  infulated  part  there  is  no  parapet. 
Though  it  was  broad  enough,  I  did  not  care  tego  upon  it.  Maps  were  print-- 
ing  in  one  of  the  rooms. 

"  We  walked  to  a  fmall  convent  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Oratory.  In  the 
xeading-de(k  of  the  refeftory  lay  the  Lives  of  the  Saints. 

"  Ock.  II.  Wednefday.  We  went  to  fee  Hitel  de  ChaOoisj  a  houfe  not 
very  large,  but  very  elegant.  One  of  the  rooms,  was  gilt  to  a  de^ce  that  I 
never  faw  before.     Thci  upper  part  for  fcrvants  and  their  mafl:ers  was  pretty. 

"  Thence  we  went  to  Mr.  Monville's,  a  houfe  divided  into  fmall  apart- 
ments, furnifhed  with  effeminate  and  minute  elegance.— Porphyry. 

"  Thence  we  went  to  St.  Roque's  church,  which  is  very  large ; — ^the  lower 
part  of  the  pillars  incrufted  with  marble^— Three  chapels  behind  the  high 
altar  i — the  lafl:  a  mafs  of  low  arches.-^Altars>  I  believe,  all  round. 

"  We  paflTed  through  Place  de  Vendomcy  a  fine  fcjuare,  about  as  big  as 
Hanover-fquare. — Inhabited  by  the  high  fajiiilies,— Lewis  XIV.  on  horfeback 
in  the  middle. 

"  N^onville  is  the  fon  of  a  fern^ier-general.  In  the  houfe  of  Chatbis  is  a 
room  furniflied  with  japan,  fitted  up  in  Europe. 

"  We  dined  with  Boccage,  the  Marquis  Blanchetti,  and  his  lady.— The 
fweetmeats  taken  by  the  Marchionefs  Blanchetti,  after  obferving  that  they  were 
dear. — Mr.  Le  Roy,  Count  M^ucci  the  Abbe,  the  Prior,  and  Father  Wilfon, 
who  fl:aid  with  me,  till  \  took  him  home  in  the  coach. 

^'  Bathiani  is  gone. 

«'  The  French  have  np  kws  for  the  maintenance  of  their  poor.— Monk  not 
neceiTarily  a.priefl:. — Benediftines  rife  at  four  i — are  at  church  an  hour  and  half; 
at  church  again  half  an  hour  before,  half  an  hour  after  dinner;  and  again  from 
lialf  an  hour  after  feven  to  eight.  They  may.  fleep  eight  hourSi---.Bodily  labour 
wanted  in  monafl:eries. 

"  The  poor  taken  to  hofpitals,  and  miferably  kept. — Monks  in  the  convent 
fifteen: — accounted  poor. 

'^  Oa.  12.  Thuriday.  We  went  to  the  Gobelins.— Tapeftry  makes  a  good 
pidturej — ^imitates  flefli  exaftly. — One  piece  with  a  gold  ground; — ^the  birds 
not  exaftly  coloured. — Thence  we  went  to  the  King's  cabinet  i— very  neat, 
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»ot,  perhaps,  perfeft.— Gold  ore.—- Candles  of  the  candle-tree.-^ceds.—     ^77^ 
Woods.— Thence  to  Gagnicr's  houfe,  wherel  faw  rooms  nine,  furnifhed  with  ^Ceei 
a  profijfion  of  wealth  and  elegance  which  I  never  have  feen  before. — ^Vafes.-— ' 
Pi4axires.— *The  dragon  china.— The  hiftre  faid  to  be  of  cryftal,  and  to  have 
coft  3,5col. — ^The  whole  furniture ,  faid  to  have  coft   125,000!. — Danfia(k 
hangings  covered  with  pi6hircs.— Porphyry.— This  houfe  ftruck  me. — ^Thcn 
wc  waited  on  the  ladies  to  Monville's.— Captain  Irwin  with  us  ^. — Spain,  County 
towns  all  beggars.— At  Dijon  he  could  not  find  the  way  to  Orleans. — Crofe 
w>ads  of  France  very  bad. — Five  foWiers.— Woman. — Soldiers  efcaped.— 
The  Colonel  would  not  lofe  five  men  for  the  death  of  one  woman.-^The. 
magiftrate  cannot  feize  a  foldier  but  by  the  Colonel's  permiflion.— Good  inn  at 
Nifmes.— Moors  of  Barbary  fond   of  Engliflimcen. — Gibraltar  eminently 
hcakhyi— it  has  beef  from  Barbary. — ^There  is  a  large  g^den. — Soldiers 
fometimes  fall  from  the  rock. 

"  Oft.  13.  Friday.  1  ftaid  at  home  all  day,  only  went  to  find  the  Prior,  who 
was  not  at  hoilae*— I  read  fomething  in  Canus  ^. — Nee  aJmir^r,  nee  mddtum  laudo. 

"  061.  14.  Saturday.  We  went  to  the  houfc  of  Mr.  Argenfon,  which 
was  ahnoft  wainfcottcd  with  looking-glafles,  and  covered  with  gold. — ^Thc 
ladies'  clofet  waii^otted  with  large  fijuares  of  glafs  over  painted  paper.  They 
always  place  mirrours  to  refledt  their  rooms. 

'*  Then  we  went  to  Julien's,  the  Treafurer  of  the  Clergy : — 30,000!.  3 
year.— The  houfe  has  no  very  large  room,  but  is  fet  with  mirrours,.  and 
covered  with  goki.— Books  of  wood  here,  and  in  another  library* 

«  At  D-— 's  I  looked  into  the  books  in  the  lady's  clofct»  and,  in  con- 
tempt>  ihewed  them  to  Mr.  T. — Prime  Titi ;  BibU  des  Feesy  and  other  books. —    ^ 
She  was  offended,  and  fliut  up,  as  we  heard  afterwards,  her  apartment. . 

"  Then  we  went  to  Julien  Le  Roy,  the  King's  watch-maker,  a  man  of 
charafter  in  his  bufinefs,  wholhcwcd.a  fiuall  clock  made  to  find  the  longi- 
tude.— A  decent  man. 

"  Afterwards  we  faw  the  Palais  Marcband,  and  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  civil 
and  criminal. — Queries  on  the  Sellette. — ^This  building  has  the  old  Gothick 
paffages,  and  a  great  appearance  of  antiquity.— Three  huncked  prifoners  fonoe- 
times  in  the  gaol. 

"  Much  difturbed ; — hope  no  ill  will  be  \ 

^  The  reft  of  this  pangiaph  appear*  to  be  a  minute  of  what  was  told  by  Captain  Irwin.. 

*  Mdchior  Canus>  a  celebrated  Spanifh  Dominican^  who  died  at  Toledo,  in  1560..  Ha 
wrote  a  trcatifc  De  Locu  Tbeologicis,  in  twelve  books. 

•  This  paffagc,   whxcb  fcmc  may  think  fupciftitious,  itminds  me  df  Archbifhop  Laud's 

Diary. 
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'*  In  the  afternoon  I  vifited  Mr.  Freron  the  journalift.  He  fpoke  Latin  verf 
fcantily,  but  feemcd  to  underftand  me.— His  houfe  not  iplendid,  but  of 
commodious  fize. — His  family,  wife,  fon,  and  daughter,  not  elevated  but 
decent. — I  was  pleafed  with  my  reception.— He  is  to  tranflate  my  book,  which 
I  am  to  fend  him  with  notes. 

**  0£t.  15.  .Sunday.  At  Choifi,  a  royal  palace  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine, 
about  7  m.  from  Paris. — ^The  terrace  noble  along  the  river. — ^The  rooms 
numerous  and  grand,  but  not  difcriminated  from  other  palaces*— -The  chapel 
beautiful,  but  fmalL— China  globes. — ^Inlaid  table.— Labyrinth.— Sinking 
table. — Toilet  cables. 

*'  Oa.  16.  Monday.  The  Palais  Royal  very  grand,  large,  and  lofty. — ^A 
very  great  coUeftion  of  pidtures. — ^Three  of  Raphael.— Two  Holy  Family.— 
One  fmall  piece  of  M.  Angelo. — One  room  of  Rubens.— 'I  thought  the  pic- 
tures of  Raphael  fine. 

"  The  Thuilleries. — ^Statues. — Venus. — ^^n.  and  Anchifes  in  his  arms. — 
Nilus. — Many  more. — ^The  walks  not  open  to  mean  perfons. — Chairs  at  night 
hired  for  two  fous  a  piece. — Pont  toumant. 

"  Auftin  Nuns.— Grate. — Mrs.  Fermor,  Abbefs. — She  knew  Pope,   and 

thought  him  difagreeable.— ^Mrs. has  many  b:;oks ;— has  feen  life.— • 

Their  frontlet  difagrecable. — Their  hood. — Their  life  eafy. — Rife  about  fivej 
hour  and  half  in  chapel. — Dine  at  ten. — Another  hour  and  half  at  chapel ; 
half  an  hour  about  three,  and  half  an  hour  more  at  feven : — four  hours  in 
chapel.— A  large  garden. — ^Thirteen  penfioners.— Teacher  complamed. 

"  At  the  Boulevards  faw  nothing,  yet  was  glad  to  be  thfere^ — Rope-dancing 
and  fa?pe. — Egg  dance.  4 

"  N.  [Note.]  Near  Paris,  whether  on  week-days  or  Sundays,  the  roads 
jtmpty. 

^'  Oft.  17.  Tuefday.   At  the  Palais  Marchand, — ^I  bought 
A  fnufF-box,  a^Lu 
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"  We  heard  the  lawyers  plead. — N.  As  many  killed  at  Paris  as  there  arc 
days  in  the  year. — Cbamhre  de  queftion. — Tournelle  at  the  Pal^  Marchand.— 
An  old  venerable  building. 

'*  The  Palais  Bourbon,  belonging  to  the  Prince  of  Condc.    Only  one 

fmall  wing  fhownj— lofty  j-fplcndidi— gold  and  glafs. — The  battles  of  the 
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great  Condc  zvt  painted  in  one  of  the  rooms.   The  preftnt  Prince  a  grandfire 
at  thirty-nine. 

'V  The  fight  of  palaces,  and  other  great  buildings,  leaves  no  very  diftindt 
images,  unlefs  to  thofe  who  talk  of  them,  and  imprefs  them.  As  I  entered, 
my  wife  was  in  my  mind^:  flie  would  have  been  pleafed.  Having  now 
Jiobody  to  pleafe,  I  am  litde  pleafed. 

"  N.  In  France  there  is  no  middle  rank. 

"  So  many  Ihops  open,  that  Sunday  is  litde  diftinguifhed  at  Paris.— The 
palaces  of  Louvre  and  Thuilleries  granted  out  in  lodgings. 

"  In  the  Palais  de  Beurbofiy  gilt  globes  of  metal  at  the  fire-place. 

"  The  French  beds  commended.— Much  of  the  marble,  only  pafl:e." 

**  The  Colofleum  a  mere  wooden  building,  at  leaft  much  of  it. 

"  Oft.  1 8.  Wednefday.  We  went  to  Fontainebleau,  which  we  found  a 
large  mean  town,  crouded  with  people. — The  foreft  thick  with  woods,  very 
cxtenfive.— Manucci  fecured  us  lodging. — The  appearance  of  die  country 
pleafant. — No  hills,  few  ftreams,  only  one  hedge. — I  remember  no  chapeh 
nor  crofles  on  the  road. — Pavement  ftill,  and  rows  of  trees. 
N.  Nobody  but  mean  people  walk  in  Paris. 

Oft.  19.  Thurfday.  At  court,  we  faw  the  apartments  ;-^— the  King's  bed- 
chamber and  council-chamber  extremely  fplendid. — Perfons  of  all  ranks  in 
the  external  rooms  through  which  the  family  paflesi — ^fervants  and  mafters.— * 
Brunet  with  us  die  fecond  time. 

"  The  introduftor  came  to  us ; — civil  to  me.-^— Prefenring. — I  had  fcruples. 
Not  neceflary.-— We  went  and  faw  the  King  and  Queen  at  dinner.— 
We  faw  the  other  ladies  at  dinner — ^Madame  Elizabeth,  with  the  Princeft  of 
Guimene.— At  night  we  went  to  a  comedy.  I  neither  faw  nor  heard. — 
Drunken  women.— -Mrs.  Th.  preferred  one  to  the  other. 

"  Oft.  20.  Friday.  We  faw  the  Queen  mount  in  the  forefl:.— Browrt 
habit;  rode  afide:  one  lady  rode  afide. — ^The  Queen's  horfe  light  greyj— 
martingale. — She  galloped.— We  then  went  to  the  apartments,  and  admired 
them. — ^Then  wandered  through  the  palace.— In  the  paflages,  fl:alls  and  fliops.— - 
Painting  in  frefco  by  a  great  matter,  worn  out.— -We  faw  the  King's  horfes 
and  dogs. — The  dogs  almoft  all  Engliih. — Degenerate. 

"  The  horfes  not  much  commended.— The  ftables  cool  i  the  kennel  filthy. 

"  At  night  the  ladies  went  to  the  opera.  I  refufed,  but  Ihould  have  been 
welcome. 

•  His  tender  afFeftion  for  his  departed  wife,    of  which  there  are  many  evidences  in*  his  > 
«*  Prayers  and  Meditations,"  appears  very  feelingly  in  this  paflage. 

T  t  t  «  The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    MFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

«  The  King  fed  himfelf  with  his  left  hand  as  we. 

"  Saturday^  ai.  In  die  night  I  got  ground.— We  came  home  to  Pvis,— 
I  think  we  did  not  fee  the  chapeL — ^Tree  broken  by  the  wind.— The  French 
chairs  made  all  of  boards  painted. 

"  N.  Soldiers^at  the  court  of  juftice. — Soldiers  not  amenable  to  the 
magiftrates. — Dijon  woman '. 

"  Faggots  in  the  palace.— Every  thing  flovenly,  except  in  the  chief  rooms. 
—Trees  in  the  roads,  fome  taU,  none  old,  many  very  young  and  fmalL 

<*  Women's  faddles  feem  ill  made.— Queen's  bridle  woven  with  filver.— 
Tags  to  ftrike  the  horfe. 

"  Sunday,  Oft.  22.  To  Verfailles,  a  mean  town. — Carriages  of  bufinefs 
pafling. — Mean  fhops  againft  the  wall. — Our  way  lay  through  Seve,  where 
the  China  manufafture. — Wooden  bridge  at  Seve,  in  the  way  to  Verfailles.— 
The  palace  of  great  extent. — The  front  long  j  I  faw  it  not  pcrfeftly, — ^The 
Menagerie.  Cygi^ets  dark;  their  black  feet;  on  the  ground;  tame. — Halcyons, 
or  gulls. — Stag  and  hind,  young.— Aviary,  very  large ;  the  net,  wire. — ^Black 
ftag  of  China,  fmall. — Rhinoceros,  the  horn  broken  and  pared  away,  which, 
I  fuppofe,  will  grow ;  the  bafis,  I  think,  four  inches  crofs ;  the  fkin  folds  like 
loofe  cloth  doubled  over  his  body,  and  crofe  his  hips ;  a  vaft  animal  though 
young ;  as  big,  perhaps,  as  four  oxen. — The  young  elephant,  with  his  tulks 
juft  appearing. — ^The  brown  bear  put  out  his  paws; — all  very  tame. — The 
lion.«— iThe  tigers  I  did  not  well  view. — The  camel,  or  dromedary  with  two 
bunches,  called  the  Huguin  *,  taller  than  any  horfe. — Two  camels  with  one 
bunch. — ^Among'  the  birds  was  a  pelican,  who  being  let  out,  went  to  a 
fountain,  and  fwam  about  to  catch  fifh.  His  feet  well  webbed :  he  dipped  his 
bead,  and  turned  his  long  bill  fidewife.  He  caught  two  or  three  filh,  but  did 
not  eat  them. 

"  Trianon  is  a  kind  of  retreat  appendant  to  Verfailles.  It  has  an  open  portico; 
the  pavement,  and,  I  think,  the  pillars,  of  marble. — There  are  many  rooms 
which  I  do  not  diflinftly  remember.; — A  table  of  porphyry,  about  five  feet 
long,  and  between  two  and  three  broad,  given  to  Lewis  XIV.. by  the  Venetian 
State. — ^In  the  council-room  almoft  all  that  was  not  door  or  window,  was>  I 
think,  looking-glafs.-^Little  Trianon  is  a  fmall  palace  like  a  gentleman*s 
houfe.— "The  upper  floor  paved  with  brick. — ^Little  Vienne. — The  court  ia 
ill  paved. — The  rooms  at  the  top  are  fmall,  fit  to  footh  the  imagination  widi 
privacy.     In  the  front  of  Verfailles  are  fmall  bafons  of  water  on  the  terrace^ 

■  Sec  p.  505. 

*  This  epithet  (hould  be  applied  to  this  animal  with  one  bunch, 
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and  other  bafons,  I  think,  below  them.— There  arc  little  courts*— Tlic  great 
gallery  is  wainfcotted  with  mirrors,  not  very  large,  but  joined  by  frames.  I 
iuppofe  the  large  plates  were  not  yet  made. — ^The  play-houfe  was  very  large.— 
Th«  chapel  I  do  not  remember  if  we  faw. — We  faw  one  chapel,  but  I  am 
not  certain  whether  there  or  at  Trianon. — ^The  forfeign  pfficc  paved  with 
bricks.— The  dinner  half  a  Louis  each,  and,  I  think,  a  Louis  over.-— Money 
given  at  Menagerie,  three  livres ;  at  palace,  fix  livres.     • 

"  0&.  23.  Monday.  Laft  night  I  wrote  to  Levet.* — We  went  to  fee  the 
looking.glafles  wrought  They  come  from  Normandy  in  caft  plates, 
perhaps  the  third  of  an  inch  thick.  At  Paris  they  are  ground  upon  a 
marbk  table,  by  rubbing  one  plate  on  another  with  grit  bet^veen  them. 
The  various  fands,  of  which  there  arc  faid  to  be-  five,  I  could  not  learn. 
The  handle,  by  which  the  upper  glafs  is  moved,  has  the  form  of  a  wheel, 
which  m2iy  be  moved  in  all  dircftions.  The  plates  are  fent  up  with  their 
furfaces  groujid,  but  not  poliflied,  and  fo  continue  till  they  are  befpokcn, 
left  time  Ihould  Ipoil  the  furface,  as  we  were  told.  Thofc  that  arc  to  be 
polilhed,  are  laid  on  a  table  covered  with  feveral  thick  cloths,  hard  ftrained,  that 
the  refiftance  may  be  equal ;  they  are  then  rubbed  with  a  hand  rubber,  held 
down  hard  by  a  contrivance  which  I  did  not  well  underftand.  The  powder 
wliich  is  ufed  laft  feemed  to  me  to  be  iron  diflblvcd  in  aqua  fortis :  they 
called  it,  as  Baretti  faid,  marc  de  I'eau  fortCy  which  he  thought  was  dregs. 
They  mentioned  vitriol  and  faltpetre.  The  cannon  ball  fwam  in  the  quick- 
filver.  To  filver  them,  a  leaf  of  beaten  tin  is  laid,  and  rubbed  with  quick- 
.filvcr,  to  which  it  unites.  Then  more  quickfilver  is  poured  upon  it,  which, 
by  its  mutual  [attraftion]  rifes  very  high.  Then  a  paper  is  laid  at  the  neareft 
end  of  the  plate,  over  which  the  glafs  is  Aided  rill  it  lies  upon  the  plate, 
having  driven  much  of  the  quickfilver  before  it.  It  is  then,  I  think,  prefled 
upon  cloths,  and  then  fet  (toping  to  drop  the  fuperfluous  mercury  5  the  flope 
is  dally  heigthened  towards  a  perpendicular. 

"  Iri  the  way  I  faw  the  Greve,  the  mayor's  houfe,  and  the  Baftile. 

"  We  then  went  to  Sans-terre,  a  brewer.  He  brews  with  about  as  much 
malt  as  Mr.  Thrale,  and  fells  his  beer  at  the  fame  price,  though  he  pays  no 
duty  for  malt,  and  little  more  than  half  as  much  for  beer.  Beer  is  fold 
retail  at  6d.  a  bottle.  He  brews  4,000  barrels  a  year.  There  are  feventeen 
brewers  in  Paris,  of  whom  none  is  fuppofed  to  brew  more  than  he:— » 
reckoning  diem  at  3,000  each,  they  make  51,000  a  year.— They  make  their 
malt,  for  malting  is  here  no  trade. 

"  The  moat  of  the  Baftile  is  dry.  •    ' 
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"  0(5t.  24.  Tucfday.  We  vifited  the  King's  library — I  faw  the  Speculum 
bumanie  Salvationist  rudely  printed,  with  ink,  fometimes  pale,  fometimes  black; 
part  fuppofcd  to  be  with  wooden  types,  and  part  with  pages  cut  on  boards.— 
The  Bible,  fuppofed  to  be  older  than  that  of  Mentz,  in  62:  it  has  no  date; 
it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  printed  with  wooden  types.— I  am  in  doubt ;  the 
print  is  large  and  fair,  in  two  folios.— Another  book  was  fhown  me,  llippofed 
to  have  been  printed  with  wooden  types  5— I  think,  Durandi  SanSuarium  in  58. 
This  is  inferred  from  the  difference  of  form,  fometimes  feen  in  the  fame 
letter,  which  might  be  ftruck  with  diflFerent  puncheons.— *The  regular 
fimilitude  of  moft  letters  proves  better  that  they  are  metal.—- 1  faw  nothing 
but  the  Speculum  which  I  had  not  feen,  I  think,  befpre. 

"  Thence  to  the  Sorbonne. — ^The  library  very  large,  not  in  lattices  like 
the  King's.  Marbone  and  DuranJi,  q.  colleftion  14  vol.  Scriptores  de 
rebus  Gallicis,  many  foYios.^^HiJloire  Geneakgique  df  FranCCy  9  vol. — Gallia 
Chrijiianay  the  firft  edition,  4to.  the  laft,  f.  1 2  vol. — The  Prior  and  Librarian 
dined  [with  us]  : — I  waited  on  them  home.— Their  garden  pretty,  with  covered 
walks,  but  fmall  j  yet  may  hold  many  ftudents.— The  Doftors  of  the  Sor- 
bonne are  all  equal ; — choofe  thofe  who  fucceed  to  vacancies.— Profit  little. 

«  Oft.  25.  Wednefday.  I  went  with  the  Prior  to  St.  Cloud,  to  fee  Dr. 
Hooke.— We  walked  round  the  palace,  and  had  fome  talk.— I  dined  with 
our  whole  company  at  the  Monaftery. — In  the  library,  Beroaldy — Cymonr^ 
^itusy — from  Boccace  Oraiio  Proverbialis  \  to  the  Virgin,  from  Petrarch; 
Falkland  to  Sandys ; — Dryden's  Preface  to  the  third  vol.  of  Mifcellanies ». 
"  061.  26.  Thurfday.  We  faw  the  china  at  Seve,  cut,  glazed,  painted. 
Bellevue,  a  pleafing  houfe,  not  great :  fine  profpedb. — Meudon,  an  old  palace.— 
Alexander  in  porphyry :  hollow  between  eyes  and  nofe,  thin  cheeks. — ^Plato 
and  Ariftode. — Noble  terrace  overlooks  the  town.— •St.  Cloud. — Gallery  not 
very  high,  nor  grand,  but  pleafing. — In  the  rooms, '  Michael  Angelo,  drawn 
by  himfelf.  Sir  Thomas  More,  Des  Cartes,  Bochart,  Naudaeus,  Mazarine- 
Gilded  wainfcot,  fo  common  that  it  is  not  minded.— <jough  and  Keenc— 
Hooke  came  to  us  at  the  inn. — ^A  meflage  from  Drumgould. 

*^  Oft.   27.   Friday.     I  ftaid  at  home.^— Gough  and  Keene,    and  Mrs. 

S 's  friend  dined  with  us.— This  day  we  began  to  have  a  fire. — 

The  weadier  is  grown  very  cold,  and  I  fear,  has  a  bad  effeft  upon  my  breath, 
which  has  grown  much  more  free  and  eafy  in  this  country. 

''  Sat.  Oft,  28,     I  vifited  die  Grand   Chartreux  built  by  St.  Louis.— 
It  is  built  for  forty,  but  contains  only  twenty-four,  and  will  not  maintain 

*  He  means,  I  fuppofe,  that  he  read  thefe  dififeicnt  pieces,  while.he  itmained  in  the  libraiy. 
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more,— The  friar  that  fpoke  to  us  had  a  pretty  apartment. — ^Mr.  Baretti 
fayo,  four  rooms  j  I  remember  but  three. — His  books  feemed  to  be  French.— 
His  garden  was  neat ;  he  gave  me  grapes. — ^We  faw  the  Place  de  Viftoire,. 
with  the  ftatues  of  the  King,  and  the  captive  nations. 

"  We  faw  the  palace  and  gardens  of  Luxembourg,  but  the  gaUery  was 
fliut. — ^We  climbed  to  the  top  flairs. — ^I  dined  with  Colbrooke,  who  had  much 
company : — ^Foote,  Sir  George  Rodney,  Motteux,  Udfon,  Taaf.— ^Called  on 
the  Prior,  and  found  him  in  bed. 

'*  Hotel— ia  guinea  a  day.— Coach>  three  guineas  a  week. — ^Valet  de  place^ 
three  1.  a  day. — Avant-coureury  a  guinea  a  week.— Ordinary  dinner,  fix 
1.  a  head. — Our  ordinary  fecms  to  be  about  five  guineas  a  day, — ^Our 
extraordinary  expences,  as  diverfions,  gratuities^  clothes,  1  cannot  reckon.— • 
Our  travelling  is  ten  guineas  a  day. 

«  White  ftockings>  i8  1.  Wig. — ^Hat. 

"  Sunday,  Oft.  29.  We  faw  the  boarding-fchool.— The  Enfans  frouvh.^^ 
A  room  with  about  eighty-fix  children  in.  cradles,  as  fweet  as  a  parlour.— 
They  lole  a  third;  take  in  to  perhaps  more  than  feven  [years  old];  put 
them  to  trades ;  pin  to  them  the  papers  fent  with  them.— Want  nurfes.— 5aw 
their  chapel. 

"  Went  to  St.  Euftatia ;  faw  an  innumerablie  company  of  girls  catechifed^ 
in  many  bodies,  perhaps  100  to  a  catechift.— Boys  taught  at  one  time,  girls 
at  another.— The  fermon ;  the  preacher  wears  a  cap,  which  he  takes  off  at 
the  name :— his  aftion  uniform,  not  very  violent. 

^*  Oft.  30.  Monday.  We  faw  the  library  of  St.  Germain.— A  very  npble 
colleftion.— Q?45w  Divsnorum  Officiorumy  1459:— a  letter,  fquare  like  that 
of  the  Officesj  perhaps  the  fame.— ^The  Codexy  by  Fuft  and  Gernfheym.— • 
Meurfiusy  12  v.  {oV^-^AmadtSy  in  French,  3  v.  fol.. — CATHOLicosJne  colophond^, 
but  of  1460.'^ — ^Two  other  editions*,  one  by 

Auffifiin.  de  Civitate  Ddy.  without  name,  date>  or  place,  but  of  Fuft's  Iquare 
letter  as  it  feems.. 

**  I  dined  with  Col.  Drumgould ;— -had  a  pleafing  afternoon. 

"  Somj^  of  the  books  of  St.  Germain's  ftand  in  prefles  from  the  wall,, 
like  thofe  at  Oxford. 

♦  I  have  looked  in  vain  into  De  Bure,  Mecrman,  Mattaire,  and  other  typographical  books, 
for  the  two  editions  of  the  "  Catholicon,'^  which  Dr.  Johnfon  mentions  here,  with  names  which 
I  cannot  make  out.  I  read  *'  one  by  Latiniusy  one  by  Boedinus"  I  have  depofited  the  original  MS. 
tn  the  Britifii  Muieum»  where  the  carious  may  fee  it.  My  grateful  acknowledgements  are  due 
to  Mr.  Planta  E>r  the  trouble  he  was  pleafed  to  take  in  aiding  my  refearches. 

«  oa.. 
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"  Oft.  31.  Tucfday.    I  lived  at   the  BenedkSUnes ;  meagre  dajrj    ibup 

meagre,  herrings,  eels,  both  with  fauce ;  fryed  fUh  j  kntils,  taftelefs  in  them- 

felves.  In  the  library ;  where  I  found  Maffeus'sdeHiftmdIndicd:  PromofUorium 

fieSterey  to  double  the  Cafe.  I  parted  very  tenderly  from  the  Prior  and  Friar  Wilkes, 

"  Maitre  es  Arts^  2  y. — Bacc.  TbeoL  3  y. — JJcentiatey  a  y. — Doitor  Tb. 
a  y.  in  all  9  years.^ — ^For  the  doftoratc  three  difputations,  Majors  Minor, 
Sorbonica. — Several  colleges  fupprefled,  and  transferred  to  that  which  was 
the  Jefiiit's  ^College. 

"  Nov,  I.  Wednefday.  We  left  Paris.— 5t.  Denis,  a  large  tow:n;  the 
church  not  very  large,  but  the  middle  ifle  is  very  lofty  and  aweftil.— On  the 
left  are  chapels  built  beyond  the  line  of  the  wall,  which  deftroy  the  fym- 
metry  of  the  fides.— -The  organ  is  higher  ^bove  the  pavement  than  any  I 
have  ever  feen.— The  gates  arc  of  brafs. — On  the  middle  gate  is  the  hiftory 
of  our  Lord. — The  painted  windows  are  hiftorical,  and  faid  to  be  eminently 
beautiful. — ^We  were  at  another  church  belonging  to  a  convent,  of  which  the 
portal  is  a  dome  j  we  could  not  enter  further,  and  it  was  almoft  da/k. 
'  "  Nov.  a.  Thursday,  We  came  this  day  to  ChantiUy,  a  feat  belonging 
«p  the  Prince  of  Condce— This  place  is  eminently  beautified  by  all  varieties 
of  waters  ftarting  up  in  fountains,  falling  in  cafcades,  running  in  ftrcams,  and 
fpread  in  lakes. — ^The  water  feems  to  be  too  near  the  houfe.— All  this  water 
is  brought  from  a  fource  or  river  three  leagues  off,  by  an  artificial  canal^ 
which  for  one  league  is  carried  under  ground.— The  houfe  is  magnificent— 
The  cabinet  feems  well  ftocked :  what  I  remember  was,  the  jaws  of  a  hippo- 
potamus, and  a  young  hippopotamus  preferved,  which,  however,  is  fb  fmall 
that  I  doubt  its  reality. — It  feems  too  hairy  for  an  abortion,  and  too  finall 
for  a  mature  birth.— Nothing  was  in  (piritsj  all  wa§  dry.— The  dog;  the  deerj 
the  ant-bear  with  Ipng  fnout. — The  toucan,  long  broad  beak. — The  ftables 
were  of  very  great  length. — ^The  kennel  had  no  fcents. — ^There  was  a  mockery 
of  a  village.— -The  Menagerie  had  few  animals  ^— Two  fauflans  %  or  Brafilian 
weafels,  Ipotted,  very  wild. — ^There  is  a  foreft,  and,    I  think,   a  park,^-i- 

'  The  writing  Is  fo  bad  here,  that  the  names  of  fevcral  of  the  animals  could  not  be  deciphered 
without  much  more  acquaintance  with  natural  hiftory  than  I  poiTefs.  Dr.  filagden,  with  his  ufoal 
politcncfs,  moft  obligingly  examined  the  MS.  To  that  gentleman,  and  to  Dr.  Gray,  of  the  Britifli 
Muicum,  who  alfo  very  readily  affifted  me,  I  beg  leave  to  exprefs  my  bcft  thanks. 

*  It  is  thus  written  by  Johnfon,  from  the  French  pronunciation  of  Fojfane^  It  ihould  be 
obferved,  that  the  perfon  who  ihowed  this  Menagerie  was  miftaken  in  fuppoiing  Ht^foffame  and 
the  Brafilian  weafd  to  be  the  fame«  the  foffane  being  a  different  animal,  and  a  native  of  Ma- 
dagafcar.    I  find  them,  however,  upon  one  plate  in  Pennant's  **  Synopfis  of  Quadrupeds." 

2  I  walked 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON. 

I  walked  till  I  was  very  weary,  and  next  morning  felt  my  feet  battered,  and 
with  pains  in  the  toes» 

"  Nov,  3.  Friday.  We  came  to  Compiegne,  a  very  large  town,  with  a  royal 
palace  built  round  a  pentagonal  court,-— The  court  is  raifed  upon  vaults,  and 
has,  I  fuppofe  an  entry  on  one  fide  l^  a  gentle  rife. — Talk  of  painting. — 
The  church  is  not  very  large,  but  very  elegant  and  fplendid.«— I  had  at  firft 
great  difficulty  to  walk,  but  motion  grew  continually  eafier. — ^At  night  we  came 
to  Noyon,  an  epifcopal  city.— The  cathedral  is  very  beautiful,  the  pillars 
alternately  Gothick  and  Corinthian.— We  entered  a  very  noble  parochial 
church. — •■  Noyon  is  walled,  and  is  faid  to  be  three  miles  round. 

"  Nov.  4.  Saturday.  We  rofe  very  early,  and  came  through  St.  Quintin 
to  Cambray,  not  long  afeer  three. — ^We  went  to  an  Englilh  nunnery,  to 
give  a  letter  to  Father  Welch,  the  confeflbr,  who  came  to  vifit  us  in  the  evening, 

"  Nov.  5.  Sunday.  We  faw  the  cathedral.— It  is  very  beautiful,  with 
chapels  on  each  fide.— The  choir  fplendid.— The  bahiflrade  in  one  part 
brafs. — ^The  NefFvery  high  and  grand. — ^The  altar  filvei^  as  far  as  it  is  feen.— 
The  veftments  very  iplendid.-iAt  the  Bcnediftines  church  "' 

Here  his  journal  ^  ends  abruptly.  Whether  he  wrote  any  more  after  this 
time,  I  know  not ;  but  probably  not  much>  as  he  arrived  in  England  about 
the  1 2th  of  November.  Thefe  fhort  notes  of  his  tour>  though  they  nntay  fecm 
minute  taken  fingly,  make  together  a  confiderable  mafs  of  information,  and 
exhibit  fuch  an  ardour  of  enquiry  and  acutenefs  of  examination,  as,  I  believe^ 
are  found  in  but  few  travellers,  efpecially  at  an  advanced  age.  They  com* 
pletcly  refute  the  idle  notion  which  has  been  propagated,  that  be  ceuldnotjeei 
and,  if  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to  revile  ^and  digtil  them,  he  undoubtedly 
could  have  expanded  them  into  a  very  entertaining  narrative. 

When  I  met  him  in  London  the  following  year,  the  account  which  he  gave 
me  of  his  French  tour,  was,  "  Sir,.  I  have  feen  all  the  vifibilities  of  Paris,  and 
around  it ;  but  to  have  formed  an  acquaintance  with  the  people  there,  would 
have  required  more  time  than  I  could  ft^y.  I  was  juft  beginning  to  creep  into 
acquaintance  by  means  of  Colonel  Druragould,  a  very  high  man.  Sir,  head  of 
VEcck  MiUtairey  a  moft  complete  charafter,  for  he  had  firft  been  a  profelTor 
of  rhetorick,  and  then  became  a  foldier.  And,  Sir,  I  was  very  kindly 
treated  by  the  Englilh  Benedi6tines>  and  have  a  ceD  appropriated  to  me  in 
their  convent." 

'  My  worthy  and  ingenious  friend,  Mr.  Andrew  Lumifdaine,  by  his  accurate  acquaintance 
with  France,,  enabled  me  to  make  out  many  proper  names,  which  Dr.  Johnfon  had  wiiltca 
indiflin^ly,  and  fometimes  fpelt  erroneoufly. 

He 
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He  obferved,  "  The  great  in  France  live  very  magnificently,  but  the  reft 
very  miferably.  There  is  no  happy  middle  ftate  as  in  England.  The  Ihops  of 
Paris  are  mean ;  the  meat  in  the  markets  is  fuch  as  would  be  fent  to  a  gaol 
in  England:  and  Mr.  Thrale  juftly  obferved,  that  the  cookery  of  the  French 
was  forced  upon  them  by  neceflity ;  for  they  could  not  eat  their  meat,  unlefs 
they  added  fome  tafte  to  it.  The  French  are  an  indelicate  people  5  they  will 
fpit  upon  any  place.     At  Madame  's,   a  literary  lady  of  rank,  the 

footman  took  the  fugar  in  his  fingers,  and  threw  it  into  my  coffee.  I  was 
going  to  put  it  afidej  but  hearing  it  was  made  on  purpofe  for  me,  I  e'en 
tailed  Tom's  fingers.  The  fame  lady  would  needs  make  tea  a  VAngloiJe. 
The  fpout  of  the  tea-pot  did  not  pour  freely :  fhe  bade  the  footman  blow  into 
it.  France  is  worfe  than  Scotland  in  every  things  but  climate.  Nature  has 
done  more  for  the  French  j  but  they  have  done  Icfs  for  themfelves  than  the 
Scotch  have  done/' 

It  happened  that  Foote  was  at  Paris  at  the  fame  time  with  Dr.  Johnfon, 
and  his  defcription  of  my  friend  while  there  was  abundantly  ludicrous. 
He  told  me,  that  the  French  were  quite  aftonifhed  at  his  -figure  and  manner, 
and  at  his  drefs,  which  he  obftinately  continued  exaftly  as  in  London ; — ^his 
brown  clothes,  black  ftockings,  and  plain  Ihirt.  He  mentioned,  that  an  Irifh 
gentleman  faid  to  Johnfon,  "  Sir,  you  have  not  fcen  the  beft  French  players." 
Johnson^  "  Players,  Sir!  I  look  on  them  as  no  better  than  creatures  fet 
upon  tables  and  joint-ftools  to  make  faces  and  produce  laughter,  like  dancing 
dogs." — «'  But,  Sir,  you  will  allow  that  fome  players  are  better  than  others  ?" 
Johnson.  «  Yes,  Sii,  as  fome  dogs  dance  better  than  others.*' 

While  Johnlbn  was  in  France,  he  was  generally  very  refolute  in  fpeaking 
Latin.  It  was  a  maxim  with  him  that  a  man  (hould  not  let  himfelf  down, 
by  fpeaking  a  language  which  he  (peaks  imperfeftly.  Indeed,  we  muft  have 
often  obferved  how  inferiour,  how  much  like  a  child  a  man  appears,  who 
fpeaks  a  broken  tongue.  When  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  at  one  of  the  dinners 
of  the  Royal  Academy,  prefentcd  him  to  a  Frenchman  of  great  diftiniStion,  he 
would  not  deign  to  fpeak  French,  but  talked  Latin,  though  his  Excellency 
did  not  underftand  it,  owing,  perhaps,  to  Johnfon's  L ngiifli. pronunciation : 
yet  upon  another  occafion  he  was  obferved  to  fpeak  French  to  a  frenchman 
of  high  rank,  who  fpoke  Englifh ;  and  being  alked  the  reafoni  with  fome 
cxpreffion  of  furprize,— he  anfwered,  «  Becaufe  I  think  my  French  i;  as  good 
as  his  Englilh."  Though  Johnfon  underftood  French  perfeAly,  he  could  not 
fpeak  it  readily,  as  I  have  obferved  at  his  firft  interview  with  General  Paoli, 
in  17695  yet  he  wrote  it,  I  imagine,  very  weU,  as  appears  from  fome  of  his 
letters  in  Mrs.  Piozzi's  coUedion,  of  which  I  Ihall  tranfcribe  one. 

^  A  Madame 
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A  Madame  La  Comtejfe  de ^mT^"^ 

July  16.  i77r. 

*'  0 1//,  Madame y  le  moment  eft  arrive^  et  il  faut  que  je  parte.  Mais 
pmrquoi  faut  il  partir?  Eft  ceque  je  m'ennuye?  Je  m'ennuyerai  alleurs.  Eft  ce 
queje  cherche  ou  quelque  plaifiry  oh  quelque  Joiilagement  ?  Je  ne  cherche  rien,  je 
rCeJpere  rien.  Aller  voir  ce  que  jai  vii,  etre  un  pen  rejouey  un  peu  degoute^  ne 
refouvenir  que  la  vie  Je  pajfe,  et  qu'elle  Je  pajfe  en  vainy  me  plaindre  de  moiy 
m'endurcir  aux  dehors  y  void  le  tout  de  ce  qiCon  compte  pour  les  delices  de  Panne, 
^te  Dieu  vous  donncy  Madamey  tens  les  agremens  de  la  vie,  avec  un  ejprit  qui 
peut  enjouirjans  s^y  livrer  trop'' 

Here  let  me  not  forget  a  curious  anecdote,  as  related  to  me  by  Mr. 
Beauclerk,  which  I  fhall  endeavour  to  exhibit  as  well  as  I  can  in  that 
gendeman's  lively  manner ;  and  in  juftice  to  him  it  is  proper  to  add,  that 
Dr.  Johnfon  told  me,  I  might  rely  b6th  on  the  correftnefs  of  his 
memory,  and  the  fidelity  of  his  narrative.  "  When  Madame  de  Boufflers 
was  firft  in  England,  (faid  Beauclerk,)  flie  was  defirous  to  fee  Johnfon.  I 
accordingly  went  with  her  to  his  chambers  in  the  Temple,  where  flie  was 
entertained  with  his  converfation  for  fome  time.  When  our  vifit  was  over, 
Ihe  and  I  left  him,  and  were  got  into  Inner  Temple-lane,  when  all  at  once 
I  heard  a  noife  like  thunder.  This  was  occafioncd  by  Johnfon,  who  it  feems 
upon  a  litde  rccolledlion,  had  taken  it  into  his  head  that  he  ought  to  have 
done  the  honours  of  his  literary  refidence  to  a  foreign  lady  of  quality,  and 
eager  to  fhew  himfclf  a  man  of  gallantry,  was  hurrying  down  the  ftair- 
cafe  in  violent  agitation.  He  overtook  us  before  we  reached  the  Temple- 
^ate,  and  brufhing  in  between  me  and  Madame  de  Boufflers,  feifed  her 
hand,  and  condufted  her  to  her  coach.  His  drefs  was  a  rufty  brown 
morning  fuit,  a  pair  of  old  fhocs  by  way  of  flippers,  a  little  Ihrivelled 
wig  flicking  on  the  top  of  his  head,  and  the  fleeves  of  his  fliirt  and  the 
knees  of  his  breeches  hanging  loofe.  A  confiderable  crowd  of  people 
gathered  round,  and  were  not  a  little  ftruck  by  this  fingular  ap- 
pearance." 

He    fpoke  Latin   with    wonderful  fluency   and  elegance.     When  Pere    - 
Bofcovich  was  in  England,  Johnfon  dined  in  company  with  him  at  Sir  Joftiua 
Reynolds's,    and   at  Dr.  Douglas's,  now  Bifliop  of  Carlifle.     Upon    both- 
occafions  that  celebrated  foreigner  expreflcd  his  aftoniftiment  at  Johnfon's 
Latin  converfation. 

U  u  u  Ti 
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31?  Dr.'  Samuel  Johni^on. 

^^MyDEArSiR,  Edinburgh,  Dec.  J,  1775. 

"  Mr.  Alexander  Maclean,  the  prefent  young  Laird  of  Col,  bemg 
to  fet  out  to-morrow  for  London,  I  give  him  this  letter  to  introduce  him  to 
your  acquaintance.  The  kindnefs  which  you  and  I  experienced  from  his 
brother,  whofe  unfortunate  death  we  fincerely  lament,  will  make  us  always 
defirous  to  fhew  attention  to  any  branch  of  the  family.  Indeed,  you  have 
fo  much  of  the  true  Highland  cordiality,  diat  I  am  fure  you  would  have 
thought  me  to  blame  if  I  had  negledted  to  recommend  to  you  this  Hebridean 
prince,  in  whofe  ifland  we  were  hofpitably  entertained.  I  ever  am  with 
reipeftful  attachment,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  mod  obliged 

*^  And  moft  humble  Servant,  x 

**  James  Boswell." 

Mr.  Maclean  returned  with  the  moft  agreeable  accounts  of  the  polite 
attention  with  which  he  was  received  by  Dr.  Johnfon. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Dr.  Burney  informs  me,  that  "  he  very  frequently 
met  Dr.  Johnfon  at  Mr.  Tlirale's,  at  Streatham,  where  they  had  many  long 
convcrfations,  often  fitting  up  as  long  as  the  fire  and  candles  lafted,  and 
much  longer  than  the  patience  of  the  fervants  fubfifted." 

A  few  of  Johnfon's  fayings,  which  that  gentleman  recolledts,  Ihall  here  be 
inferted. 

"  I  never  take  a  nap  after  dinner  but  when  I  have  had  a  bad  night,  and 
then  the  nap  takes  me." 

"  The  writer  of  an  epitaph  fhould  not  be  confidered  as  faying  nothing  but 
what  is  ftriftly  true.  Allowance  muft .  be  made  foF  fome  degree  of  exag- 
gerated praifc.     In  lapidary  infcriptions  a  man  is  not  upon  oath.'* 

"  There  is  now  lefs  flogging  in  our  great  fchools  than  formerly,  but  then 
Icfs  is  learned  there;  fo  that  what. the  boys  get  at  one  end,  they  lofe  at  die  other." 

'*  More  is  learned  in  publick  than  in  private  fchools,  from  emulation  5  there 
is  the  coUifion  of  mind  with  mind,  or  the  radiation  of  rwny  minds  pointing 
to  one  center.  Though  few  boys  make  their  own  exercifes,  yet  If.  a  good 
cxercife  is  given  up,  out  of  a  great  number  of  boys>  it  is  made  by  fomebody.** 

"  I  hate  bye-roads  in  education.     Education  is  as  well  known^  and  has 

long  been  as  well  known,  as  ever  it  can  be.    Endeavouring  to  make  chiWren 

5  prematurely 
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yrcmaturely  wife  IS  ufelefs  labour.     Siippofe  they  have  more  knowkdge  at      ^75- 
five  or  fix  years  old  than  other  children,  whaf  ufe  can  be  made  of  it  ?     It  ^J^Jf]^ 
will  be  loft  before  it  is  wanted,  and  the  waftc  of  fo  much  time  and  labour  df 
the  teacher  can  never  be  repaid.     Too  much  is  expefted  from  precocity, 
and  too  little  performed.     Mifs  — —  was  an  inftance  of  early  cultivation,* 
but  in  what  did  it  terminate?    In  marrying  a  little  Prefbyterian  parfbn,  who 
keeps  an  infant  boarding-fchool,  fo  that  all  her  employment  now  is,  *  to 
fuckle  fools  and  chronicle  fmall  beer."   She  tells  the  children,  '  This  is  a  cat,, 
and  that  is  a  dog,  with  four  legs  and  a  tail;  fee  there !  you  are  much  better 
than  a  cat' or  a  dog,  for  you  can  fpeak.'    If  I  had  beftowed  fuch  an  education^ 
on  a  daughter,  and  had  difcovered  that  fhe  thought  of  marrying  fuch  a 
fellow,  I  would  have  lent  her  to  the  Congrefs.** 

After  having  talked  flightingly  of  mufick,  he  was  obferved  to  liften' 
very  attentively  while  Mifs  Thrale  played  on  the  harpfichord,  and  with 
eagernefs  he  called  to  her,  "  Why  don't  you  dalh  away  like  Burney  ?"  Dr. 
Burney  upon  this  faid  to  him,  "  I  believe.  Sir,  we  fhall  make  a  mufician  of 
you  at  laft."  Johnfon  with  candid  complacency  replied,  ^'  Sir,  1  fhall  be 
glad  to  have  a  new  fenfe  given  to  me." 

He  had  come  down  one  morning  to  the  breakfaft-room,  and  been  a 
conTiderable  time  by  himfelf  before  any  body  appeared.  When  on  a  fubfequent 
day,  he  was  twitted  by  Mrs.  Thrale  for  being  very  late,  which  he  generally 
was,  he  defended  himfelf  by  alluding  to  the  extraordinary  morning, 
when  he  had  been  too  early,  "  Madam,  I  do  not  like  to  come  down  to  vacuity.'^ 

Dr.  Burney  having  remarked  that  Mr.  Garrick  was  beginning  to. look 
old,  he  faid,  "  Why,  Sir,  you  arc  not  tp  wonder  at  that;  no  man's  face  has 
had  more  wear  and  tear." 

Not  having  heard  from  him  for  a  longer  time  than  I  fuppofed  he  would- 
be  filent,  I  wrote  to  him  December  18,  not  in  good  fpirits,  "  Sometimes 
I  have  been  afraid  that  the  cold  which  has  gone  over  Europe  this  year  like- 
a  fort  of  peftilence,  has  feifcd  you  feverely;  fometimes  my  imagination,, 
which  is  upon  occafions  prolifick  of  evil,  hath  figured  that  you  may  have 
fomehow  taken  offence  at  fome  part  of  my  conduft." 

Xo  Jau%%  Boswell,  Efq. , 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"  NEVER  dream  of  any  oflFence,  how  fhould  you  offend  me? 
I  confider  your  friendfhip  as  a  poffeflion,  which  I  intend  to  hold  till  you 
take  it  from  me,   and  to  lament  if  ever  by  my  fault  I  fhould  lofe   it. 

However, 
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However,  when  fiach  fufpicions  find  their  way  into  your  mind,  always  give 
them  vent,  I  fhall  make  hafl:?to  difperfe  them,  but  hinder  their  firft  ingrefs 
if  you  can.     Confider  fuch  thoughts  as  morbid. 

^*  Such  iUnefs  as  may  excufe  my  omiffion  to  Lord  Hailes  I  cannot  honeftly 
plead.  I  have  been  hindered  I  know  not  how,  by  a  fucceffion  of  petty 
obftruftions.  I  hope  to  mend  immediately,  and  to  fend  next  poft  to  his 
Lrordlhip;  Mr.  Thrale  would  have  written  to  you  if  I  had  omitted;  he  fends 
his  compliments,  and  wilhes  to  fee  you.  \ 

"  You  and  your  lady  will  now  have  no  more  wrangling  about  feudal 
inheritance.  How  does  the  young  Laird  of  Auchinleck  ?  I  fuppofe  Mifs 
Veronica  is  grown  a  reader  and  difcourfer. 

"  I  have  juft  now  got  a  cough,  but  it  has  never  yet  hindered  me  from 
fleeping:  I  have  had  quieter  nights  than  are  common  with  me. 

"  I  cannot  but  rejoice  that  Jofcph^  has  had  the  wit  to  find  the  way  back. 
He  is  a  fine  fellow,  and  one  of  the  beft  travellers  in  the  world. 

"  Young  Col  brought  me  your  letter.  He  is  a  very  pleafing  youth. 
I  took  him  two  days  ago  to  the  Mitre,  and  we  dined  together.  I  was  as 
civil  as  I  had  the  means  of  being. 

«  I  have  had  a  letter  from  Rafay,  acknowledging,  with  great  appearance  of 
fatisfaftion,  the  infcrtion  in  the  Edinburgh  paper.  I  am  very  glad  that  it  was 
done. 

"  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  who  does  not  love  me;  and  of- all 
the  reft,  I  need  only  fend  them  to  thofe  that  do;  and  I  am  afraid  it  will  give 
you  very  little  trouble  to  diftribute  them.     I  am,  my  dear,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  afFeftionate  humble  fcrvant, 

"  December  23,  1775.  Sam.  John  SON." 

•  Jofeph  Ricter,  a  Bohemian,  who  was  in  my  fcrvice  many  years,  and  attended  Dr.  Johnfoa 
and  me  in  our  Tour  to  the  Hebrides.  After  haviog  left#  me  for  fome  time,  he  had  now 
letumed  to  me. 


THE   END    OF  THE    FIRST   VOLUME. 
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